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Several have written to members to gauge interest 
which has been met with every response from 
‘yippee!’ to cries of anguish. You can read about 
Rugby Village BC’s return to ‘real’ play on page 56. 

A SEPTEMBER ISSUE? 
Lockdown produced a significant revenue shock for 
the EBU and it was decided to publish the June issue 
online only. We know from the subsequent flood of 
enquiries that this came as a surprise to members, 
despite our regular email which included a link to 
the issue and was sent at the end of May. Please 
check that we have an up-to-date email address for 
you. Details are on page 11. 

Publishing June as an online magazine was not 
only a cost saving – about £16,000 – but partly 
undertaken because we did not know whether our 
printers would be open. In deference to those who 
are committed to a paper copy we are amalgamating 
the August and October issues to produce a rare 
September one. December will be next, and then, 
fingers crossed, we will revert to our usual schedule. 

THE 2021 DIARY 
With this issue comes the 2021 EBU diary for those 
that opted in. If you missed this very important 
process (which we have been plugging for a year), 
you can still get a diary – contact the office via 
postmaster@ebu.co.uk. Staff are usually working 
from home, so please allow time for it to be 
dispatched, and make sure that you update MyEBU 
with your preference to receive one for next year. 
They are no longer being sent automatically.  

A WORD TO FELLOW BRIDGE TEACHERS 
EBED has made huge strides to help teachers adjust 
to online lessons. There’s lots of information on 
pages 52-54.  

My pupils seem to think that online teaching is 
probably better than no lessons, which is a relief. 
One bonus for me is that they can no longer sidle up 
and ask for a reduction in fees because they will be 
away. ‘No problem’ I say, ‘log in from Timbuctu.’ r

Lockdown spurs on technology

ONLINE GAMES               by the Editor, Lou Hobhouse

click 
 

link

Games between friends, teams, clubs, towns 
and counties, and organised by the EBU, 
have stretched bridge-playing platforms to 

the limit. This demand, this interest, has made 
people sit up: could online bridge be a way to 
revitalise and grow our great mindsport and pastime? 

So what’s been happening? Little clusters of 
bridge players and entrepreneurs from all around 
the world have been busy building new bridge 
software and platforms. Some are expanding what 
they already offer, some are in early development 
stages and others are ready to go. There’s a 
technology round-up starting on page 45. It’s by no 
means complete, but concentrates on platforms 
which do, or will, accommodate online clubs and 
co-ordinate results data with the EBU. A fuller table 
of bridge-playing platforms and their capabilities 
has been compiled by technologist and EBU 
director, Kiat Huang. In keeping with his ‘sharing’ 
attitude you have been entrusted to add to it and to 
amend it. If a platform’s been missed off – add it in. 
If a characteristic has been omitted create a new 
line. If the info is wrong, change it. Here’s the link: 
https://tinyurl.com/y5wv7gh4 

ONLINE CONGRESSES 
At the time of writing the EBU Summer Meeting is 
underway and several counties are organising an 
Online Congress. I shall be at The West of England 
Congress at the end of September, but you can now 
easily attend from the North, South or East of 
England, or from abroad. Keep checking the EBU 
calendar for the latest details of all events: 
www.ebu.co.uk/calendar 

A PEEP AT FACE-TO-FACE 
One rural club has bravely gone through the hoops 
to return to face-to-face bridge. It has filled out 
multiple forms, limited the number of players, 
bought new equipment and set sail. Although the 
the EBU is not recommending a general opening, 
there are lots of other clubs considering the move. 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/lou-hobhouse
https://tinyurl.com/y5wv7gh4
https://www.ebu.co.uk/calendar
emailto:postmaster@ebu.co.uk
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Hand 1 Hand 2 Hand 3 
1NT:2®, 2™:? 1NT:2®, 2t:? 1NT:2®, 2™:? 
´ J 8 6 5 4 ´ K 10 6 ´ A J 10 7 
™ Q J 8 3 ™ A Q J 2 ™ K 2 
t 4 t Q J 8 3 t K Q 4 
® 9 8 6 ® 9 6 ® 8 7 5 4 

Hand 4 Hand 5 Hand 6 
1NT:2®, 2t:? 1NT:2®, 2´:? 1NT:2®, 2´:? 
´ J 9 6 5 3 ´ Q 5 4 ´ K J 5 4  
™ Q J 8 7 ™ K Q J 2 ™ K 8 7 
t 8 t 6 t K 4 
® 6 4 3 ® A Q J 6 2 ® J 9 7 5 

In the last issue I introduced Stayman. This issue 
I’m going to look at what happens after you bid 
Stayman in a bit more detail. Remember, there 

are three main hand types that bid Stayman – a 
convention that is used after partner opens 1NT: 

DGame forcing with at least one four card major; 

DInvitational with at least one four card major; 

DWeak with both majors (5-4+). 

Responder can only have a five card major when 
they are weak. When they are invitational or better 
they will have just one, or both, four card majors. 

Having bid Stayman and heard the response, 
responder’s bids are now fairly intuitive, but there 
are a few twists so we’ll go through them one by 
one. 

DThe game forcing hands can bid game in any 
strain that seems sensible. Note that the auction 
1NT:2®, 2™:3NT promises four spades – 
responder would not have bid Stayman without a 
four card major – so you can correct to 4´ if you 
are 4-4 in the majors. It is possible that you still 
won’t be sure which game you’d like to play in, for 
example if you hold:

´ K J 5 4 
™ Q J 7 
t A Q 9 7 6 
® 4

Stayman 2 – Subsequent bidding

ACOLytes - Know the Basics        by Sarah Bell

click 
 

link

was 2t). Opener should now describe their hand 
further. With the hand that I gave as an example, 
you could pass happily if partner bid 3NT (you’ve 
shown spades and diamonds so they’ll have 
hearts and clubs sewn up for this); raise 3´ to 4´ 
(partner will be 4-4 in the majors); raise 4t to 
5t; or raise 3™, which will usually show a fifth 
heart, to 4™. 

DThe invitational hands can make a simple raise to 
show a fit, such as 1NT:2®, 2™:3™, or they can 
bid 2NT to show an invite with no fit for the 
major that was shown. Over a 2t response you 
always bid 2NT with an invite: there is no point in 
bidding a major to show it as partner has already 
told you they don’t have a fit for you. 

Advanced: there is one exception to this: the 
auction 1NT:2®, 2™:2´ is often played as 
invitational with four spades because this allows 
opener to pass with a minimum and a spade fit. 
The ability to do this is an advantage of 
responding 2™ on hands with both majors: you 
never miss a fit facing an invitational hand. 

DWeak hands can pass or, if partner bid 2t, bid 
their five card major at the 2-level. Opener should 
usually pass this, although they can correct 2™ to 
2´ if they have three spades and two hearts, in 
case their partner is 5-5. 

What would you bid on the following hands, given 
the auction so far?

on the auction 1NT:2®, 2™. You don’t want to 
just bid 3NT: you may be missing the entire club 
suit when partner has five hearts or a good 
diamond fit for you. Your bid now is 3t. This is a 
natural bid, showing at least five diamonds and 
exactly four spades. The reason it shows spades is 
that you bid Stayman, which means you have 
promised a four card major. When you don’t raise 
hearts that major must be spades. Bidding three 
of a minor over partner’s Stayman response is 
natural and game forcing (even if their response 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/sarah-bell
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Hand 7 Hand 8 
1NT:2®, 2´:? 1NT:2®, 2™:? 
´ J 6 2 ´ K Q 8 5  
™ K Q 8 3 ™ J 7 6 
t A 5 t A 3 
® J 9 7 6 ® J 8 7 6 

Hand 1 You should pass. You have found a fit, 
which should play better than the doomed 1NT. 

Hand 2 You have enough points to force to game 
but now know that you have no major fit. Bid 
3NT because you have a flat hand with no interest 
in exploring any other contracts. 

Hand 3 You can also bid 3NT on this hand. Bidding 
3NT here promises four spades because you 
would not have bid 2® if you had no interest in 
playing in a major and you aren’t interested in 
partner’s hearts, ergo your major must be spades. 
Partner will correct 3NT to 4´ if they have four 
spades as well as four hearts.  

Hand 4 You have a weak hand that is just looking to 
play somewhere better than 1NT. You can bid 2´ 
to show a weak hand with five spades and four 
hearts. If you had an invitational hand you would 
bid 2NT, not 2™/´, as you’d already know you 
didn’t have a major suit fit, and if you had a game 
forcing hand you’d bid three of a minor or 3NT, 
so 2™/´ can only be weak. The key here is that the 
only time you have a five card major is when you 
are weak: stronger hands have exactly four cards 
in their major. Bidding a major that partner can’t 
have four of promises a five card suit and thus a 
weak hand. 

Hand 5 You have a game forcing hand with interest 
in playing in clubs rather than no trumps so bid 
3® now. I wouldn’t bid every five card minor I 
held in this position: partner has to be allowed to 
raise with four card support or a hand with a gap 
in the unbid suit so 3® shows genuine interest in 
clubs being trumps. If you were 1·4·3·5 with no 
slam interest you would usually just bid 3NT as 
this is very likely to be where you belong. 

Hand 6 You have a fairly uninspiring 11 count. It’s 
a decent enough hand but certainly not game 
forcing. Bid 3´, showing four card support for 
spades and inviting partner to bid game with a 
maximum.

Hand 7 Another 11 count, but this time partner 
doesn’t have a fit for you. Bid 2NT, showing an 
invitational hand with four hearts. You must have 
four hearts for this bid as you haven’t supported 
spades and you have promised a major. Partner 
will either bid 3NT or pass 2NT. 

Hand 8 There are two ways you can tackle this 
hand. You can bid 2NT which shows invitational 
values and four spades (you obviously didn’t bid 
Stayman hoping for hearts), but it commits the 
partnership to 3´ if partner has a poor hand but 
has both four hearts and four spades.  

If you are feeling ‘advanced’  you should bid 2´ 
rather than 2NT. This is different to the previous 
hand and different to what you’d bid if partner 
had bid 2t. If partner had bid 2t they would be 
denying four spades but their 2™ bid does not 
deny four spades – they may be 4-4 in the majors. 
2´ can’t be weak (you’d pass 2™ with that hand as 
you’d have both majors) and it can’t be game 
forcing (you’d bid 3NT or 3®/t) so it must be 
invitational with four spades. This is better than 
bidding 2NT because it allows partner to pass 
with a minimum hand and four spades, letting 
you play in your fit at the two level. Without four 
spades they will bid 2NT with a minimum hand, 
or 3NT with a stronger hand.       r

The content of ACOLytes may occasionally differ 
from Bridge for All teaching materials produced by 
EBED, and the author may make some changes 
according to personal teaching style. Bridge for All 
teaching and practice books can be purchased from 
www.bridge-warehouse.co.uk

Bridge for All & ACOLytes 

https://www.bridge-warehouse.co.uk/
http://www.limpleystokehotel.co.uk/
emailto:info@limpleystokehotel.co.uk


 

Numbers have fallen. Please take part – you 
have a good chance of winning! Sending an 
email is easy peasy - but don’t forget two 
answers - teams and pairs. lou@ebu.co.uk

A twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards is the prize on 
offer. For information on Piatnik cards visit 
www.gibsonsgames.co.uk/collections/all-cards 

There are TWO categories in our competi tion: up 
to and including Master, and those with higher 
ranking. Please indicate the category for which you 
are entering with your answers. In the event of a tie, 
the winner from each category will be randomly 
selected. The editor’s decision is final.   

Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz, 
Raggett House, Bowdens, Langport, Somerset, 

TA10 0DD 
or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk  

by 31 Oct 2020. 
Please make sure you include your full postal 
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail 

TWO answers - Teams & PairsOpening leads are often subjective and 
virtual ly any opening lead can be successful 
some of the time. However, bridge is in 

many ways a game of percentages and there fore 
certain leads will gain more often than others. In 
each issue you will be given three hands and the 
bidding on each, and you are asked to choose your 
opening leads in both teams and pairs from those 
proposed by our Quizmaster. Answers will be in the 
next issue. In each problem you are on lead as West. 

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™6; (c) a diamond; (d) ®3

  Hand 1 
 ´   6 5 2 
 ™   6 2 
 t   9 8 5 4 3 
 ®   Q 8 3 

         South       West       North    East 
         1NT1         Pass         2®2        Pass 
         2´            Pass         3NT       All Pass 
1 12-14, 2 Stayman

Choose from: (a) ´2 (b) a heart; (c) t7; (d) ®9

  Hand 3 
 ´   K J 4 2 
 ™   8 5 4 
 t   A J 9 7 
 ®   9 3 

         South       West       North    East 
         1t            Pass         1™          Pass 
         2t            Pass         3®         Pass 
         3NT          All Pass

HHHHH

by Alan Mould

ANSWERS TO JUNE’S QUIZ: Page 34

SEND IN YOUR ENTRY!

Choose from: (a) ™2; (b) ™Q; (c) tQ; (d) ®7

  Hand 2 
 ´   5 3 2 
 ™   Q 7 2 
 t   Q J  7 5 2 
 ®   7 5 

         South       West       North    East 
                                        1®         1™ 
         1´            2™           2´          Pass 
         3®            Pass         3´          Pass 
         4´            All Pass

HHHHH
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South plays in 4™. 
West leads the ´J.

        
´  K 6 

        ™  Q J 8 5 3 
        t  8 6 3 
        ®  A 10 5 
                                
                                  

                             
          
        ´  5 3               
        ™  A K 9 7 4      
        t  A K 5            
        ®  K J 4 

N 
W      E 

S

                 ´  – 
                 ™  Q 
                t  7 
                ®  7 5 
´    J                      ´  Q 
™   –                     ™  – 
t   Q                     t  9 
®  K J                    ®  10 8 
                 ´  – 
                 ™  10 
                t  A 
                ®  A Q 

N 
W      E 

S

This article is all about sticking the opposition 
on play at a time when it is disadvantageous 
to them and making them open up suits that 

are best left untouched. Before we look at a full 
hand or two, we need to talk about two concepts: 
frozen suits and ruff-and-discards. 

We say suits are frozen when no player can lead 
the suit without causing some damage to their own 
side. The motto for the British SAS may well be 
‘Who dares wins’ but sound advice for bridge players 
is often ‘Who dares loses’. 

Make the opponents do the work 1

Basic Cardplay    
click 

 
link

Hearts are trumps and West is on play. If West 
were to lead a club, South would have the rest as the 
lead would be into the ®AQ tenace. A diamond is 
West’s best play as it gives South nothing that he 
didn’t have already; now declarer must lose a club. 

What, though, if West, having lost track of the 
hand, were to lead a spade? That would be a ruff-
and-discard, allowing South to pitch a club from 
dummy and ruff in hand (or, if he preferred, ruff in 
dummy and pitch the ®Q from hand). This way 
South has the remaining four tricks. 

Now, can declarer manoeuvre to place a defender 
in a position where all he can do is to open up a suit 
or to offer a fatal ruff-and-discard? Sure he can! 
Take the wheel in 4™ on the example deal below. 

Here, late on in the game, no player would want 
to lead spades. Whoever has to play the suit first will 
effectively concede a trick for their side. If either 
East or West is on lead, then North-South can win 
two tricks. If either North or South is on lead, then 
East-West will win a trick in spades. This is a classic 
frozen suit. Who dares loses. Whichever side 
broaches spades first in the example above loses out. 

A ruff-and-discard is a lead of a suit by the 
defence in which both declarer and dummy are void 
while both having a trump left. Declarer ruffs in one 
hand and discards a loser from another suit in the 
other. Consider this example in a four-card 
endgame: 

West’s ´J is not particularly welcome as it skewers 
dummy’s king – and East takes the first two tricks 
with the ´A and ´Q before switching to a diamond. 
Can you guarantee your contract? 

At first glance this is a Find the Lady deal where 
you have a classic two-way finesse for the ®Q. 
However, why make a 50-50 guess when you can 
make the opponents do the work? 

You take the diamond switch, draw trumps, cash 
the tA and get off lead with your diamond loser. 
Now, what can the opponents do? Whichever 

                   ´  Q 8 
 
     ´  J 7                       ´  K 9 
 
                   ´  A 10

N 
W      E 

S

Hearts are trumps. 
West is on lead

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/paul-bowyer
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South plays in 4™. 
West leads the ´10.

        
´  A 2 

        ™  8 6 3 2 
        t  A Q J 4 
        ®  Q 7 3 
                                
                                  

                             
          
        ´  K J                
        ™  A K 7 4         
        t  K 10 5 2       
        ®  J 5 2 

N 
W      E 

S

defender is on lead can only play a club (neatly 
locating Her Majesty the queen of clubs for you) or 
play a spade. That would be a ruff-and-discard – so 
you would pitch a club from one hand and ruff in 
the other. 

All of a sudden you have no club loser and the 
contract sails serenely home. 

Try this one for size. Again, you are in 4™, reached 
after a Stayman sequence, and West leads an 
unhelpful ´10. How might you play? 

Your Count and Plan reveals two certain club 
losers and a heart loser, so you have to hope trumps 
break 3-2. If they are 4-1 you are down for sure. 
How are you going to avoid losing three club tricks? 
The suit may well be frozen; as soon as you play a 
club, the defence may well pick up three tricks in the 
suit. 

Well, the right play is to make the opponents do 
the work. You take the spade lead (it doesn’t matter 
where) and cash the ™A K, hoping for a favourable 
split. When both opponents follow your contract is 
assured. You cash the other high spade and play four 
rounds of diamonds. If an opponent ruffs with the 
master trump he will be on play, forced to open up 
clubs or furnish a fatal ruff-and-discard. 

If he refuses to ruff (best defence), you put him 
on play with his trump winner once you have 
finished playing diamonds. What can the poor 
fellow do? Open up the frozen club suit or lead a 
spade – either hands you the contract. The full deal 
follows in the next column. 

Had you tackled clubs yourself you would have 
lost three tricks in the suit and a trump as well for 
one down. When East had to lead a club, though, his 
side was doomed.            r

South plays in 4™. West leads the ´10 

                           ´  A 2 
                           ™  8 6 3 2 
                           t  A Q J 4 
                           ®  Q 7 3 
     ´   10 9 8 5 4                      ´  Q 7 6 3 
     ™  J 9                                   ™  Q 10 5 
     t  7 6 3                               t  9 8 

 ®  A 10 9                            ®  K 8 6 4 
                           ´  K J 
                           ™  A K 7 4 
                           t  K 10 5 2 
                           ®  J 5 2 

N 
W      E 

S

Have you got it? 
Paul’s quiz is online p69

WEST OF ENGLAND 
CONGRESS 2020 

invites you to 
 
 

Sept 26th – October 4th 
Includes two BLUE and two GREEN 

pointed events, KO teams and  
events for newcomers 

FOR THE FULL PROGRAMME GO TO 
www.bridgewebs.com/somerset 

A FESTIVAL OF ONLINE BRIDGE 

If we don’t have your up-to-date email address 
you will find that you miss emails with important 
information, such as the delivery of the June issue 
of English Bridge and, unless you used an old 
email address, you will not be able to set up 
MyEBU.  

If we have your email address you can still 
choose which types of email you receive from the 
EBU, and, through ‘Account’ and ‘My Details’ on 
MyEBU you have further choices about what 
services you would like from us. 

Please check that we have your correct details 
on MyEBU. If you have not yet set this up, or want 
us to change your email address for you, please 
contact Karen Durrell: karend@ebu.co.uk

KEEP YOUR EMAIL UP-TO-DATE

emailto:karend@ebu.co.uk
https://www.bridgewebs.com/somerset/
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David Bakhshi gives the 
answers on page 32

In each of the following hands you are sitting 
South. You are playing in a teams match with 
IMPs scoring. You should make a plan to give 

yourself the best chance of making your contract, 
even if that means giving up on the possibility of 
making overtricks.

Hand 1 
        ´  Q 3 
        ™  A Q 7 
        t  A 10 8 7 3 
        ®  J 5 2                
          
             
             

         
        ´  J 10 4 
        ™  K 8 4 
        t  9 5 4               
        ®  A K Q 9

Hand 2 
        ´  A 7 3 
        ™  K Q 9 3 
        t  Q J 10 9 5 
        ®  6 
             
             
             

         
        ´  Q 8 2 
        ™  A J 10 7 6 2 
        t  – 
        ®  A 10 7 5

Hand 3 
        ´  8 5 
        ™  J 9 6 
        t  A 4 2 
        ®  A 10 5 4 3 
             
             
             

         
        ´  A 10 4             
        ™  K Q 
        t  K Q J 9 3 
        ®  K 7 2

Hand 4 
        ´  Q 7 4 
        ™  Q 6 3 
        t  A Q 10 5 
        ®  6 4 3 
             
             
             

         
        ´  A K 8 
        ™  – 
        t  K J 9 6 4 3 2    
        ®  A Q 7

You are in 3NT. West 
leads the ™J. Plan 

your play. 

You are in 3NT after 
West opened 1´. 

West leads the ´K. 
Plan your play.

You are in 6t after 
West overcalled 1™. 
West leads the ™A. 

Plan your play.

You are in 6™. West 
leads the ™4 and East 

plays the ™5. Plan 
your play.

N 
W      E 

S

N 
W      E 

S

N 
W      E 

S

N 
W      E 

S

You are sitting West. What should you bid with 
each hand below on the given auction at 
matchpoint pairs, N-S Vulnerable? 

 
 
W N E S          
? 

 
 
 
 

 

W N E S          
1™ 2t 2™ 3t 
? 

 

 

 

 

W N E S          
1t Pass 1´ 2® 
? 
 

 
 
 
W N E S          

1t 
Dble 3t 3´ 4t 
? 
 
 
 

W N E S          
3t 3´ Pass 

? 
 

 
 
 

W N E S          
1NT1 Pass 2®2 Pass 
2´ Pass 2NT Pass      
? 
1 12-14, 2 Stayman

Hand 2 
´ A 10 9 
™ A 9 7 6 4 3 
t 2 
® K J 7

Hand 3 
´ 8 
™ A 6 3 2 
t A Q 7 5 2 
® Q 10 5

Hand 4 
´ K 8 6 4 
™ A Q 4 2 
t 6 5 
® K 10 2

Hand 5 
´ K 10 6 
™ K 8 7 2 
t 6 3  
® 9 7 3 2

Hand 6 
´ K J 10 2 
™ 9 3 
t A Q 8 
® Q J 10 7

Julian Pottage gives the answers 
on page 62

Hand 1 
´ Q J 8 7 
™ Q 10 4 2 
t 3 
® A Q J 3
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BRIDGE GREAT BRITAIN  
2021 GOLD CUP 

 
The premier British teams event 

Closing date for this year’s competition: 
Sunday, 20th December 2020 

The schedule for the 2021 Gold Cup will 
run from January 2021 to the finals in 

October 2021. The Silver Plate, open to 
English and Welsh first and second 

round losers and administered by the 
EBU, will commence in late April 2021. 

Entry fee: £88 per team  
(half-price pro-rata for players under 25) 

The entry fee includes the fee for 
the Silver Plate 

Enquiries to Sandra Claridge 
sclaridge31@gmail.com 

Entry form at 
www.bridgegreatbritain.org

emailto:sclaridge31@gmail.com
https://www.bridgewebs.com/bgb/
emailto:info@webbingtonhotelandspa.co.uk
https://www.webbingtonhotelandspa.co.uk/
emailto:brianplaysbridge@gmail.com
https://www.brianbridge.net/brian/main.html
emailto:tours@merciantravel.co.uk
https://www.mercianbridge.co.uk/
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Game All. Dealer West. 
´  J 7 5 3 
™ A 7 2 
t A 8 6
® 10 4 2

    ´  K 9 4 ´  Q 10 8 
   ™  K Q J 9 8 6 5                     ™  10 4 3 
t Q 7 5   t K J 9 2
®  – ®  9 7 3

´  A 6 2 
™ – 
t 10 4 3
® A K Q J 8 6 5

An early round of the school duplicate saw 
the Headmaster and Reverend Benson 
facing the Matron and Stefan Götel.  ‘Such 

fine weather today,’ observed the German master. ‘It 
was reminding me of my home town, Bad 
Godesberg.’ 

The Headmaster beckoned for play to start. He 
saw little value in small talk, particularly when the 
subject matter was of no possible interest.  

‘It’s a pretty town, is it?’ asked the Reverend 
Benson.  

‘Four Hearts,’ said the Headmaster. 

‘Several small farms and three beautiful 
churches,’ Götel continued. ‘The Immanuelkirche is 
almost 400 years old.’ 

‘How wonderful,’ exclaimed the Reverend 
Benson. He leaned forwards. ‘It’s you to bid first, 
Headmaster.’ 

‘I opened Four Hearts several minutes ago,’ 
replied the Headmaster. This was the deal: 

N 
W      E 

S

  West North      East           South 
  The The          Reverend    Stefan 
  Headmaster      Matron     Benson       Götel 
  4™ Pass         Pass           5® 
  All Pass

The Headmaster’s Distraction   

Bridge Fiction by David Bird

The Headmaster led the ™K and the Matron laid 
out her dummy apologetically. ‘I’m afraid I lost my 
concentration, thinking about your wonderful 
church,’ she said. ‘With two aces in my hand, I had 
an obvious raise to six.’ 

‘No, no,’ Götel replied. ‘Your pass was well judged.’ 

The Headmaster closed his eyes for a moment. If 
the Matron had any powers of concentration, it was 
news to him. How, in that case, could she have lost 
them? 

Götel won the first trick with dummy’s ™A and 
discarded a spade from his hand. He continued with 
the ace and king of trumps, followed by ace and 
another spade. When a subsequent spade ruff 
revealed a 3-3 break, he faced his remaining cards. 
‘Eleven tricks,’ he said. ‘I can discard one of my 
diamond losers on the thirteenth spade’.  

The Reverend Benson entered the score in his 
card with no great enthusiasm. ‘We needed a 
diamond lead,’ he said.  

‘Holding three diamonds to the queen, it was the 
obvious lead,’ the Headmaster replied heavily. ‘With 
all that talk about Stefan’s church, I must have lost 
my concentration.’ 

The Matron patted the Headmaster’s arm 
sympathetically. ‘It’s easily done,’ she said. 

Soon afterwards the Headmaster faced the fifth-
formers, Hutson and Phillips. 

click 

link

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/david-bird
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Game All. Dealer East. 
                           ´  A K 9 
                           ™ 10 6 5 3 
                           t 10 8 7 6 5 
                           ® 7 
    ´  2                                      ´  Q 10 6 
   ™  K 9                                    ™  Q J 8 7 
   t  J 9 4 3                               t  K Q 2 

®  Q J 10 9 3 2                      ®  A 8 6 
                           ´  J 8 7 5 4 3 
                           ™ A 4 2 
                           t A 
                           ® K 5 4 

N 
W      E 

S

                           ´  A K 9 
                           ™ 10 6 5 3 
                           t 10 8 7 6 5 
                           ® 7 
    ´  2                                      ´  Q 10 6 
   ™  K 9                                    ™  Q J 8 7 
   t  J 9 4 3                               t  K Q 2 

®  Q J 10 9 3 2                      ®  A 8 6 
                           ´  J 8 7 5 4 3 
                           ™ A 4 2 
                           t A 
                           ® K 5 4 

N 
W      E 

S

  West             North         East          South 
  The                John            Reverend   Neil 
  Headmaster    Hutson        Benson      Phillips 
                                         1®            1´ 
  2®                 2´              Pass          Pass 
  3®                 Pass            Pass          3™ 
  Pass               4™              Pass          4´ 
  All Pass 

Reluctant to allow the boys to play at the two-level 
in a fit, the Headmaster contested the auction with 
3®. He was not overjoyed to find them in game a 
few seconds later. If the contract was made, Benson 
would no doubt produce another of his fatuous 
comments.  

Reverend Benson won the ®Q lead with the ace 
and switched to the tK. Phillips won with the ace, 
crossed to the trump ace and ruffed a diamond in 
his hand. A trump to the king revealed a loser in the 
suit, and he ruffed another diamond in his hand. 
The ®K and a club ruff allowed yet another 
diamond ruff in the South hand. Declarer had 
scored eight tricks and these cards were still in play: 

Ace and another heart put the Headmaster on 
lead with the king. His club return promoted 
declarer’s ´J and the game was made. 

Benson winced. ‘Not the best,’ he said. 

‘You would have sold out to 2´ on my hand?’ 
demanded the Headmaster. 

‘No,’ replied Benson. ‘But if you play your ™K 
under declarer’s ace, I can win the second heart, 
draw his trump and make another heart trick!’ r 

100 HANDS FOR CHARITY

Congratulations to Helen Mitchell & Tony 
Philpott who played 100 bridge hands online for 
charity in one day, in aid of Surrey’s Phyllis 
Tuckwell Hospice. The initial hope was to raise 
£1,000 for Hospice funds, but generous donations 
saw the total amount raised run to over £7,000. 
The kindness of the Farnham bridge community, 
friends and family, and BridgeClubLive players all 
contributed to the sum, which far exceeds any 
bridge charity event ever run in the area.



16 English Bridge September 2020 www.ebu.co.uk

In the last issue, I stressed the importance of 
counting and provided many (convenient) 
examples that proved how vital such a practice 

was. But we only counted points. There are many 
other things that need counting. 

Counting winners, counting losers, counting the 
rounds left until tea break: the bridge player has 
many things to worry about on any given hand but 
the most important of all is the counting of shape. 

When we say shape, we refer to the number of 
cards a player has in each suit, and these can be 
shown with numbers that add up to thirteen. From 
the mundane 4·3·3·3 and 4·4·3·2 that you might 
find in a 1NT opening to the exotic 5·5·2·1 and 
6·4·3·0 that we only think about in our wildest 
dreams. 

Every player starts with thirteen cards and as the 
play of the hand unfolds, it becomes easier to place 
those cards. When one player discards in a suit, it 
isn’t difficult to figure out how many he started 
with, and it’s only a small step further to place the 
entire lie of the suit. Let’s look at a hand to help 
explain. 

Counting Shape

Crocs on Defence    
click 

 
link

by Stephen Kennedy

Partner goes up in your estimations when he 
starts with the ®10 and you gleefully cash three 
rounds of the suit. And would you believe it? 
Declarer follows with the ®7 and ®J but then 
discards the ´6 on the third club. What do you 
make of that? 

Using our well-honed detective skills, we recall 
that dummy started with three clubs, as did we. A 
quick look at our pocket calculator (probably not 
legal) tells us that seven clubs remained between the 
unseen hands, and since declarer started with two, 
partner must have started with five. 

That’s a good analysis, but thanks to the bidding, 
we can take things even further. Declarer has two 
clubs, but he has also denied a four-card major. 
That leads us to the remarkable conclusion that he 
must have quite a lot of diamonds. But let’s be a bit 
more precise. 

If he had six diamonds it is likely he would have 
opened the suit rather than 1NT. If we assume this 
to be true, the only possible shape he can be is 3352. 
And in turn, that means partner must be 3325. 

Isn’t that amazing? We now know the exact layout 
of the hand and it’s only trick three. Is this 
information of any use to us? That has yet to be 
seen, but it certainly hasn’t hurt and it can lead us to 
a rather spiffy analysis. 

Declarer has five diamonds. That may not seem 
like much of a worry, but it is. Five diamonds means 
five tricks and no matter how you arrange the rest 
of declarer’s twelve points, they will always add up 
to at least four tricks in spades and hearts. That’s 
nine tricks, enough to make 3NT, so if we want to 
beat the contract (usually a good idea) we need to 
act fast.  

Partner has five clubs; if we can just put him on 
lead, the contract will be two down. The only quick 
entry partner can have is the ´A (another look at 
our calculator tells us that he has 2-4 points), and 
while it may look scary to lead into the ´KJ in 

    W          N          E          S 
                              Pass      1NT1 
    Pass       2®2       Pass      2t3 
    Pass       3NT      All Pass         
1 12-14, 2 Stayman,  
3 No 4-card major

 
          ´  K J 5 
         ™  A 9 8 7 
         t  A K 2 
         ®  8 5 2 
                                ´  8 7 4 3
                                ™  5 4 2  
                                t  8 7 4 

                               ®  A K Q
               

N 
W      E 

S

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/stephen-kennedy
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dummy, it is our only hope of beating the contract. 
Here’s the full hand: 

South plays 3NT. West leads the ®10 

                           ´  K J 5 
                           ™  A 9 8 7 
                           t  A K 2 
                           ®  8 5 2 
     ´   A 9 2                              ´  8 7 4 3 
     ™  10 6 3                             ™  5 4 2 
     t  9 6                                  t  8 7 4 

 ®  10 9 6 4 3                      ®  A K Q 
                           ´  Q 10 6 
                           ™  K Q J 
                           t  Q J 10 5 3 
                           ®  J 7 

N 
W      E 

S

South plays 4´. West leads the ®K 

                           ´  K J 3 
                           ™  Q J 
                           t  K J 3 2 
                           ®  J 7 5 2 
     ´   10 9                               ´  – 
     ™  6 4 3                               ™  A K 8 7 5 
     t  A 8 7 5                           t  Q 10 9 

 ®  K Q 10 4                         ®  A 9 8 6 3 
                           ´  A Q 8 7 6 5 4 2 
                           ™  10 9 2 
                           t  6 4 
                           ®  – 

N 
W      E 

S

As a play problem, this hand isn’t very difficult, 
but it’s a good example of just how much clarity can 
be achieved if you take the time to count declarer’s 
shape. You may think that it isn’t worth your time, 
and on some occasions, you’d be right. I don’t 
always stop to count the hand. Sometimes I’m lazy. 
And that’s when I make mistakes. When I play a 
wrong card, it’s usually because I wasn’t focussing, 
not because the correct play was beyond my ability. 
I imagine that’s true for most people. So don’t be 
most people! Such clarity can be useful. 

    W          N          E          S 
                              1™        4´ 
    All Pass               

 
                       ´  K J 3 
                       ™  Q J 
                       t  K J 3 2 
                       ®  J 7 5 2 
    ´  10 9            
    ™  6 4 3            
    t  A 8 7 5 

®  K Q 10 4      

N 
W      E 

S

South rudely overcalls our partner’s 1™ opening 
and we find ourselves first to play against 4´. 
Leading partner’s suit has often worked well for us 
in the past, but something about the ®K is 
irresistible. It looks to have gone well when partner 
encourages with the ®9, but declarer continues his

rudeness by ruffing. Not only that, he then puts the 
t6 on the table. How will you play? 

This is a classic position. Declarers love to lead up 
towards KJ early in the play in the hopes of catching 
an opponent unaware. As a defender we are worried 
that declarer may have a singleton. If so, we should 
rise with the ace but if declarer has two, we should 
play low and hope that he guesses wrong when 
partner has the queen. 

If you stop to think, the game is over. A single 
hesitation will reveal who has the ace (you wouldn’t 
be thinking if you didn’t hold the ace) so if you want 
to duck, you have to do it quickly. Some good advice 
would be to study the cards and make your analysis 
carefully at trick one before you turn the card over 
and it becomes clear what you are thinking about. 
But do you want to duck?  

We know that declarer has no clubs and a four-
level jump bid usually requires a seven- or eight-
card suit.  That leaves just five or six cards between 
hearts and diamonds. If declarer has one diamond, 
he will have four or five hearts. Is that possible? 

Partner started with five clubs, but he didn’t open 
1®, he opened 1™. Would he have done that with 
five clubs and four hearts? Let’s not do partner a 
disservice and assume not. Partner must have at 
least five hearts, leaving declarer with a maximum 
of three and a minimum of two diamonds. Playing 
the ace cannot win. 

If we’re lucky, declarer will guess wrong after a 
smooth duck. If he does guess right, that would be 
extremely rude.             r

Please recycle  
this magazine when you 

have finished with it
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When to compete further

Traps for the unwary                by Michael Byrneby Michael Byrne

In the last few articles we have been looking at 
competing after partner overcalls by raising 
them or doubling the opponents’ suit 

competitively. 

We are going to carry on the theme by looking at 
auctions where you will need to consider bidding 
on, acting only at the appropriate times. 

VULNERABILITY 
Although I am always reluctant to dwell too much 

on the vulnerability, knowing how it affects the 
competitive auction is very important. It is often a 
cliché that people bid on because they are non-
vulnerable, and pass because they are vulnerable, 
but this is a grotesque over-simplification. 

Remember if you compete against a part-score by 
bidding and making one of your own then your 
vulnerability ceases to be relevant – it’s +140 
whether you are vulnerable or not. That will 
normally be a good match point score, but that 
depends on your opponents’ vulnerability. If the 
cards lie well for you they lie badly for your 
opponents and perhaps you would have got +200 
on defence. (+200 on a part-score deal is known as 
The Kiss of Death since it beats every other part-
score regardless of how many tricks are made) 

So when you are considering bidding on, look at 
both vulnerabilities not just your own. 

The best time to compete is love all, (neither side 
vulnerable) since if you go down it is only a few 50s, 
and if you defend successfully you only get a few 50s 
yourself. 

The most dangerous time to compete is game all, 
since you go down in hundreds and so do your 
opponents – if either side is going down two then 
you do better defending. 

When you are vulnerable and the opponents are 
not then you should only be bidding on when you 
are confident that you will make your part-score, 
with one down the worst case scenario, a good 
trump suit is paramount since this will stop you 
being doubled. 

    W          N          E          S 
    1™         1´         2™        2´ 
    3™         ?           

Hand 4 Hand 5 
´ J 7 6 4 3 ´ K J 9 4 3  
™ A K ™ Q 4 3 
t A 6 5 t K Q 3 
® 6 3 2 ® Q 2 

Hand 1 Hand 2 Hand 3  

´ K J 9 8 6 3 ´ K Q 10 8 5 ´ Q 10 8 4 3 
™ 7 6 5 ™ A 9 5 3 ™ K J 8 5 
t A 8 6 t J 8 7 t A 2 
® 8 ® 6 ® Q 7 

When you are non-vulnerable and they are 
vulnerable by all means compete boldly if you think 
they are making their contract. But if there is a good 
chance they might go down then defending might 
prove to be more profitable and you might even risk 
a double to get the magic +200. For starters it is far 
more exciting, turning the dullest hands into a 
thrilling action-packed adventure, and secondly it is 
a great way to generate good scores. While doubling 
part-scores is risky, it is definitely a winning long 
term strategy in pairs. With all that in mind let’s see 
a few example hands: 

Hand 1 has an extra spade and a clean heart 

holding. You should bid 3´, expecting it to have a 

chance of making and, if not, being a good save. 

It is reasonable to expect partner to hold a 

singleton or doubleton heart, three spades to the 

ace or queen (partner has three of the missing 

seven spades so it is simply a matter of probability 

that he has an honour) and another useful high 

card or two. The fact that the opponents haven’t 

made a try for game suggests partner is upper 

range for a simple raise, say 8-10ish (note that he 

didn’t have bidding space to make an 

Unassuming Cue Bid). 

click 
 

link

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/michael-byrne
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You can’t be certain that bidding on is the right 
thing to do, but you hold a nine-card fit and the 
opponents at least an eight-card fit (if not nine) 
themselves, so you should emerge unscathed. 

If you are vulnerable and the opponents double 
3´ then there is a danger you will go for 200, but 
that is unlikely when your spade suit is chunky. 

Hand 2 is the sort of hand that people get wrong 
time and again. ‘I have four hearts so partner 
must have a singleton,’ they say to themselves, and 
confidently bid 3´. Very clever, but not so fast, as 
even on the likely heart lead after ruffing one in 
dummy you will have no quick entry back to your 
hand, and when you come off table the 
opponents will have time to play ace and another 
trump and your losers are here to stay. Meanwhile 
you have lots of defence to a heart contract, you 
can either lead your singleton and go for ruffs or 
lead the ´K and try and force declarer. 

Given that you only hold 10 points there is little 
justification in doubling, you probably weren’t 
making 2´ so you are in a good position. Just pass 
3™ and try for a small plus in defence. 

Hand 3 has a mediocre suit and bits and pieces here 
and there. I’m sure none of you would be tempted 
to bid 3´ with such soft rubbish, but would you 
find the double that I am about to suggest? 

If the opponents are vulnerable then you only 
need to get them one down for +200, which is 
pretty likely when the hearts lie so badly. You 
might argue that the queen of clubs is of little 
value, I would disagree. Even if partner just has 
the king of spades and the minor suit jacks your 
4th trump will surely prove too much for declarer 
to cope with. If the opponents are non-vulnerable 
then you will need to beat them by two tricks, but 
that is a fair target. For starters, people bid one 
more far too often when they are non-vulnerable, 
often confusing being non-vulnerable with being 
invulnerable. 

The other point is that you want to make sure 
partner doesn’t do anything silly like bidding 3´ 
himself if you were to pass. Partner surely has a 
singleton heart, and if he has promising spades 

such as Kxx and a side suit he thinks will be useful 
he might well bid on. Whether or not you will 
make 3´ is a moot point – you know you are 
going to do better defending so wield the axe and 
teach them a sharp lesson. 

I should mention that many tournament players 
use double as a game try when there is no bidding 
space. In my view this is far too hard to remember 
and makes the game too complicated. The idea 
that (1t)-1™-(2t)-2™, (3t)-Dble should be one 
thing and (1®)-1™-(2®)-2™, (3®)-Dble should 
be something else is a recipe for disaster. At pairs 
you should be encouraged to wield the axe, 
fighting tooth and nail to change +100 into +200, 
crucial when you can make 110 

Hand 4 is an easy pass, with no playing strength 
and several defensive tricks. Are you tempted to 
double? You shouldn’t be, since none of the suits 
are breaking badly and you hold no surprises for 
the opponents. The opener knew he was missing 
the AK hearts when he bid on. If by some miracle 
partner can contribute two defensive tricks then 
one off will be fine, it’s not like you were getting 
rich if they had left you to play in 2´. You don’t 
have a plus score to protect, the hand belongs to 
the opponents, simply let it go. 

Hand 5 has no reason at all to bid on, but a lot of 
people would, claiming some excuse or another. ‘I 
had 13 points I’ve only promised 8’, ‘they might 
have made 3™’ are the usual excuses, but a 
balanced hand has no extra playing strength and 
this one (stuffed with soft values) is an easy pass. 
If someone put a gun to my head and made me 
do something I would prefer a double to 3´, since 
the hand is essentially defensive in nature, but the 
fact it contains no aces, and the absence of a good 
lead means the likelihood of beating it is 
uncertain at best. 

If you pass partner will have a fair idea of what 
you have and will be better able to judge whether 
or not your side belongs in 3´. If he does indeed 
hold a singleton heart and fair trumps then 3´ 
might be a reasonable contract – that should be 
his choice to make.           r

THE DOs and DON’Ts of competing further and Michael’s online quiz 
can be found online, p68
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54th (Virtual) Summer Meeting
Championship Pairs 

1-2 August 2020 

Championship Pairs A Final 

1 Ankush Khandelwal &  
Ben Norton 

2 Tugrul Kaban &  
Tom Dessain 

3 Stefano Tommasini & 
Sebastian Kristensen 

4 Ufuk Cotuk &  
Robert Miller 

5 Paul Brereton &  
Frank Dixon 

Championship Pairs B Final 

1 Manfredi B &  
Riccardo Gueci 

2 Ron Davis &  
Miles Cowling 

3 Simon Cope &  
Diana Nettleton 

Championship Pairs Qualifier 

N/S 1Michael Clack &  
Ian Morris 

2 Aleksandar Lishkov & 
Henry Rose 

E/W 1 Paul Brereton &  
Frank Dixon 

2 Tugrul Kaban &  
Tom Dessain 

Consolation Pairs 

N/S 1 Gary Jones &  
Jerry Harouni 

2 Phil King & Kevin Castner 

E/W 1 Barney Nisbet &  
Keith Joules 

2 Ken Rae &  
Grzegorz Blicharz 

Saturday Speedball 
1 August 2020 

N/S 1 Giles Ip & Andy Cope 

E/W 1 William Clennell & 
Dominic Cooke 

Midweek Knockout Teams 
From 3-16 August 2020 

1 Ollie Burgess, Pete Taylor, 
Gillian Fawcett, Joe 
Fawcett, Catherine Draper 
& Andrew Woodcock 

2 Diana Nettleton, Jeremy 
Willans, Charlie Bucknell, 
Ewa Wieczorek, Ben 
Norton & Stefano 
Tommasini

Midweek Summer  
Ladder 

3-7 August 2020 
1 Ron Davis 
2 John Dakin 
3 Philip Colman 

Fast Game Ladder 
3-7 August 2020 

1 Tracy Capal 
2= Anton Mauve 
2= Kostadin Vasilev 

Open Pairs W/E Ladder 
8-9 August 2020 

1= Peter David 
1= Stella David 
3 Ron Davis 

Saturday Speedball 
8 August 2020 

N/S 1 Szczepan Smoczynski &  
Ali Ahmed 

E/W 1 Giles Ip & Andy Cope

4-Star Teams – A final 
9 August 2020 

1 Frances Hinden & 
Graham Osborne, 
Michael Byrne &  
Kieran Dyke 

2 Ian Draper & Jeremy 
Willans, Ian Lancaster & 
Andrew Southwell 

 

Mayors Cup Teams –  
B final 

9 August 2020 
1 BAMSA: Samantha Punch 

& Stephen Peterkin, Brian 
Short & Alan Goodman 

2 Celia Oram & Derek 
Oram, Dee Lindon & 
Peter Lindon 

Swiss Teams for 
Brighton Bowl 

9 August 2020 
1 Alex Hydes, Diana 

Nettleton, Andrew 
Woodcock & Catherine 
Draper 

2 Nigel Wolfendale, Phil 
Thornton, Bob Holder & 
David Owen 

PROGRESSIVE CONGRESS 

 

Relaxed Pairs (9 high) 
3 August 2020 

N/S 1Annette Ellis  &  
Angie Shaw-Davidson 

E/W 1Steve Cooper &  
Christine Leek 

 

Swiss Pairs (9 high) 
3 August 2020 

1 Judith Arnold &  
Lynne Ballinger 

2 Amelia Mauve & 
Antoinina Mauve 

Relaxed Pairs (9 high) 
4 August 2020 

N/S 1Simon Children & 
Emmanuel Francis Di Bona 

E/W 1Carole Powell &  
Matt Davis 

 

Swiss Pairs (9 high) 
4 August 2020 

1 Andy Osborn &  
Richard Cleminson 

2 Carolyn Timmis & 
Charlotte Bedford 

Relaxed Pairs (9 high) 
5 August 2020 

N/S 1 memechanp & ramipas 
E/W 1 peggywood &  

Phil Ottewell 
 

Swiss Teams (Jack high) 
5-6 August 2020 

1 Jason Levesley, Iain 
Crockatt, Rachel O'Brien, 
Daniel Ungar 

2 David Willis, Martin 
Holcombe, Lesley Lewis, 
Andrew Bennett 

 

Swiss Pairs (9 high) 
6 August 2020 

1 Sue Boden &  
Lynda Aldous 

2 John Davies &  
Denver Gorman

Ankush Khandelwal & Ben Norton win Championship Pairs

Frances Hinden & Graham Osborne (above) and  
Michael Byrne and Kieran Dyke (below) win the  

4 Star Teams A-final

https://www.ebu.co.uk/summer-meeting-2020


SPECIAL OFFER 
Tables starting at just £40 each 

or from £75 for two 
Prices exclude delivery

Prepare your club for a return to face-to-face bridge. 
Great offers on tables, bidding boxes and cards.

Order Online

https://www.bridge-warehouse.co.uk/
emailto:bridge.warehouse@ebu.co.uk
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Beat Today’s Experts 

These hands are all from modern events 
and David Bird points to some useful lessons 
to be learned from them. Bid them with 
your partner and then see how your efforts 
compare with the experts’ bidding. 

AUGUST 2020 
WEST HANDS 

(IMP scoring on every deal) 

  1.  E/W Game                ´  K 7 5 4  
       Dealer East                ™  A K 8 4 
                                        t  J 2
       (Bell)                         ®  10 5 3 
 
   2.  Love All                     ´  A 7 
       Dealer North             ™  K 7 5 2 
                                        t  A K 9 8 5 2 
       (Tiholov)                    ®  4 
   * North opens 4´ 

 
   3.  N/S Game                 ´  K Q J 7 5  
       Dealer East                ™  7 5 2 
                                        t  Q 9 7 2 
       (Allfrey)                      ®  4 
 
   4.  E/W Game                ´  A 
       Dealer East                ™  A Q 2 
                                        t  A Q J 5 3 2 
       (Liggins)                    ®  A 9 3 
 
   5.  Love All                     ´  8 6 3 
       Dealer East                ™  A K Q 10 7 5 4 
                                        t  J 9 
       (M. Gold)                   ®  Q 

 * If possible, South bids 1´, North 3®, 
South 4® 

   6.  E/W Game                ´  A 10 2        
       Dealer South             ™  K 7 4 3 
                                        t  Q 
       (Crouch)                    ®  J 10 9 7 6 
   * North opens 2t (weak), South 5t 
 
    Did you beat the experts? – Page 37

Beat Today’s Experts 

These hands are all from modern events 
and David Bird points to some useful lessons 
to be learned from them. Bid them with 
your partner and then see how your efforts 
compare with the experts’ bidding. 

AUGUST 2020 
EAST HANDS 

(IMP scoring on every deal) 

  1.  E/W Game                ´  A 9 8 6 3 2  
       Dealer East                ™  9 2 
                                        t  A K 10 4 
       (Norton)                    ®  6 
 
   2.  Love All                     ´  10 3 
       Dealer North             ™  Q 9 8 
                                        t  J 10 4 3 
       (M. Gold)                   ®  K Q 9 5 
   * North opens 4´ 

 
   3.  N/S Game                 ´  A 9  
       Dealer East                ™  K Q J 9 4 
                                        t  K 4 
       (Robson)                    ®  A K 8 3 
 
   4.  E/W Game                ´  Q J 7 2 
       Dealer East                ™  K J 
                                        t  K 4 
       (Erichsen)                   ®  Q 7 6 5 4 
 
   5.  Love All                     ´  A 
       Dealer East                ™  J 8 6 
                                        t  A K 8 5 2 
       (Tiholov)                    ®  A 9 6 3 

 * If possible, South bids 1´, North 3®, 
South 4® 

   6.  E/W Game                ´  J 9        
       Dealer South             ™  A 8 6 2 
                                        t  10 
       (Cope)                       ®  A K Q 8 5 4 
   * North opens 2t (weak), South 5t 
 
    Did you beat the experts? – Page 37
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´ – 
™ A Q 6 4 
t 9 7 2 
® 10 9 8 7 4 2

 
        ´   – 
        ™   A Q 6 4 
        t   9 7 2 
        ®   10 9 8 7 4 2 
                               ´  Q 7 4 
                               ™  10 8 7 5 3 
                               t  6 4 3 

                              ®  J 6
                                   

N 
W      E 

S

    W          N          E          S 
                 Pass       Pass      2®1 
    Pass       2t        Pass      2´ 
    Pass       3®        Pass      3´ 
    Pass       ?            
    1 Forcing to game

Finding a way

Sleuth’s Quiz                            by Ron Klinger

click 
 

link

You are sitting North, playing teams, with  
E-W vulnerable. 

What do you bid now? 
Partner has shown six or more spades and denied 
four hearts. There is little or no value in bidding 
4® or 4™. That leaves only 3NT, which is risky 
given your diamond holding, or 4´, which is not 
appealing with a void. 
The recommended action is 3NT. If partner’s 
spades are good enough, partner will bid 4´ over 
3NT. Partner does not need you to raise with a 
void. 

This was the last board in the final of an Australian 
Open Teams. At both tables, the auction began the 
same way. One North bid 3NT, which could have 
been defeated, but wasn’t. The other bid 4´, which 
could have been beaten, but wasn’t. Can you do 
better?  Put yourself in East’s seat. 

After the auction ends  in 4´, West leads the ™2. You 

are playing thirds and fifths.  

What do you know from the lead? 

West does not have a doubleton heart. The ™2 

lead could be a singleton or it could be from KJ2, 

K92 or J92.  

Which do you think is most likely? 
Partner would be unlikely to lead away from the 
™K into a 2® opener. That leaves a singleton or 

J92 as the frontrunners. 

Declarer plays the ™4 from dummy and captures 

your ™10 with the ™K. 

What do you now think about the ™2 lead? 
If partner began with ™J92, declarer’s ™K is 

singleton. In that case, with no likely entry to 

dummy, declarer might have played the ™A, then 

the ™Q, to pitch a loser.  

What argues against that idea? 
Maybe declarer has no losers to discard. 

South continues with the ´A. Partner plays the ´2.  

What do you make of that? 
Playing low-high in trumps normally shows an 

even number, two or four. High-low in trumps 

shows an odd number, usually three. Of course 

you would not give count in trumps if this 

revealed to declarer the location of a critical 

trump holding in your hand or in partner’s. 

High-low can also ask for a ruff, but as long as it 

cannot cost the defence a trick, a trump peter 

allows partner to count out declarer's hand. Here 

partner is showing an even number of spades to 

help you count declarer's hand.  

South continues with the ´K and the ´3. Partner 

plays the ´6 and the ´9. You win with the ´Q.  

What next? 
Your play to trick 5 would win or lose the event. 

Decide before consulting the full deal on page 29.

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/ron-klinger
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´ K Q 10 3 
™ A 10 
t J 4 3 
® A Q 7 6

Room 1

Room 2West            North        East        South 
1´                3t              Dble       Pass 
?

West            North        East        South 
1®               4™              5®

West            North        East        South 
1®               4™              Pass

C
hris Jagger continues his series on 
playing Acol at the very highest level and 
lays bare his system card. 

We play a style of one level openers sometimes 
described as four and a half card majors (or even 
four and three quarters card majors). There is a lot 
of debate about what the correct style is, and we 
shall briefly consider the pros and cons of other 
methods, in order to explain our own: 

Four card majors, opening the higher suit of 
two four card suits (but opening 1™ with 4-4 in 
the majors): This style revolves around the 
importance of the major suit, and believes in 
making life as difficult as possible for your 
opponents. For example, if you have a 4234 shape 
and open 1®, it allows opponents an easy 
opportunity to bid 1™, while if you open 1´, then 
they would have to overcall at the two level.  

It certainly has its advocates, but it also pre-empts 
your side and makes it pretty awkward for yourself. 
I was involved in a debate on this topic in English 
Bridge, February and December 2008. Both times 
the following hand was discussed:  

One of a suit openings

AAccooll  UUnnvveeiilleedd                           by Chris Jagger

certainly not a style I would teach beginners, 
although this is Standard English). 

Four card majors, opening the lower suit with 
two four card suits: This style allows you to show 
your hand more accurately to partner, and works on 
the assumption that when you have the points you 
want to keep the bidding low to allow your side to 
bid accurately to game. It does tend to make it easier 
for opponents, both in bidding and in knowing 
what to lead against your contracts, as you have 
shown your hand better. Of all the methods this is 
the easiest to teach beginners – the benefit of being 
able to tell people to bid suits they have, combined 
with making their later decisions easy, has a lot to be 
said for it.  

Five card majors: This style tends to work well 
when you have a five card major, but is hard when 
you open 1®, which becomes your most common 
bid, and covers ‘everything else’. I find even top 
players seem to struggle after the 1® opening, 
particularly in competition. There seems to be a 
terrible fear that partner has two clubs, which has 
led to many a double game swing. For example I 
recall these auctions in a teams match: 

West’s rebid is a really awkward problem. Had 
you opened 1®, then if they overcall 2t or 3t and 
partner doubles, you have a much more 
comfortable spade rebid. Having opened 1´, your 
choices are now quite unpleasant. 

Some very good players do well with this style, 
but it is not common among the top players. I 
prefer a style that makes my life easy (and it is 

 Both contracts made. In Room 2, playing a short 
club, the comment was that ‘Bidding over 4™ would 
have been a disaster if partner only had two clubs’. I 
suspect people would do better by assuming 
partner has three or even four clubs.  

Four and a half card majors: The style we play is 
like four card majors, opening the lower of two four 
card suits, except that with 4·3·3·3 or 3·4·3·3 
distributions we open 1® (or of course 1NT if 

click 
 

link

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/chris-jagger


www.ebu.co.uk 25September 2020 English Bridge

Hand 1 Hand 2 
´ A K 7 5 ´ K 7  
™ J 5 3 2 ™ K Q 10 5 
t A Q 3 t A Q 9 5 
® K 3 ® Q 8 3 

Hand 3 Hand 4 
´ A Q 7 5 3 ´ Q 4 3 2  
™ K 2 ™ K 3 2 
t 7 t A K 3 
® K Q 7 4 3 ® K 7 6 

within range, which is 12-14). This means that 
opening 1´ is always a five card suit, and opening 
1™ is always a five card suit, or 4-4 majors with a 15-
19 balanced hand. [Some people dub this ‘Four and 
three quarters card majors’, leaving ‘Four and a half 
card majors’ to refer to a similar style but where the 
3·4·3·3 hands also open 1™.]  

With both minors we choose according to the 
hand. We find this method combines many of the 
advantages of the two previous methods, and the 
fact that when partner opens 1™ he has five of them, 
or else four spades, is often useful information. The 
biggest weakness is that it also gives this 
information to opponents.  

For example, what would you open on the 
following:  

One point of interest lies in the minimum hands 
with exactly 4·4·4·1 shape, which we open 1t. If 
partner responds 2® we rebid 2t. This may sound 
horrible, but if you analyse it you find you more 
often play in the right contract than you do by 
opening the more traditional 1™. 

Having opened one of a suit with 15-19 balanced, 
our next job is to rebid no trumps at the 
appropriate level, which may mean bypassing a 
major suit. Thus 1®-1™: 1NT would be bid with 
4·3·2·4 and a 16 count, possibly missing a 4-4 major 
fit. On the other hand 1®-1™: 1´ would be 
unbalanced, showing 4-5 in the black suits, or 
possibly 4·1·4·4.  

LIGHT OPENERS 
By today’s standards we don’t open light, though 

we are more likely to stretch to open at suitable 
positions and vulnerabilities, and according to suit 
quality (for example we are more likely to open 
slightly light with AKJ42 than we are with J8643). 
For those hands with weak point count but plenty 
of shape, I prefer opening to passing, and try to 
persuade my partners that while opening may not 
be correct, it may be more correct than passing or 
any other action. I find it strange that people will 
happily talk about a one level or two level opening 
bid ‘misdescribing a hand’, but don’t seem to talk 
about a ‘pass misdescribing the hand’. 

Similarly we may respond slightly lighter than 
historical responses, but not much. We do usually 
respond at the one level with a long suit even if very 
weak, and usually an ace is enough for us to respond 
on, because of the value of having aces. We are also 
more likely to respond when at favourable 
vulnerability (non vulnerable against vulnerable).  

STYLE OF RESPONSES 
The crucial decision for us in deciding whether to 

respond at the two level, is whether we have enough 
strength to go to game if partner has a balanced 15-
16 count. Thus a nice nine count would be able to 
respond at the two level, and sequences such as  
1™ – 2®, 2NT are game forcing (showing 15-19 
points with a balanced hand), as is 1™ – 2®, 3™. 
After 1™ – 1NT opener passes with a 15-16 balanced 
hand as he knows that game is not on.  

1™ – 2®, 2t is forcing (but only as far as 2™, and 
it does not show extra values, though it may be a 
very strong hand, and one that would jump to 3t if 
partner had responded 1´ instead). Therefore  

Answers: Hand 1 – 1™; Hand 2 – 1t; Hand 3 – 1´. 
(We haven’t said, but we open a five card major 
ahead of a five card minor even with 5-5 in the 
blacks.) Hand 4 – 1NT (12-14, or 1® if you feel it is 
too strong to open 1NT, but it doesn’t look like the 
greatest of hands to me.) 

In the quiz you may have noticed we always open 
the higher suit with 5-5 hands, and in fact nearly 
always open the longest suit, although occasionally, 
with, for example, this hand: 

´2 ™AKJ42 tQ87543 ®9 

we would open our heart suit ahead of the 
diamonds.  

WHEN IS ONE OF A SUIT UNBALANCED?  
Opening one of a suit is always unbalanced, or 

else showing 15-19 points balanced (except in third 
seat where we may deviate from the method). In 
fact, it is a five card suit if not balanced, with the 
exception of 4·4·4·1 shapes, when we open one of a 
minor.  

Cont/p27
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                           ´  K Q 8 6 
                           ™  – 
                           t  K Q 10 8 3 
                           ®  K 6 5 2 
     ´   3                                    ´  A J  
     ™  3 2                                  ™  10 
     t  6                                     t  9  

 ®                                        ®   
                           ´  4 2 
                           ™  A Q 9 8 7 6 4 
                           t  A 
                           ®  A J 7 

N 
W      E 

S

N/S Game. Dealer East 
             ´  K Q 8 6 
             ™  – 
             t  K Q 10 8 3 
             ®  K 6 5 2 
                  
                   
                   

              
             ´  4 2 
             ™  A Q 9 8 7 6 4 
             t  A 
             ®  A J 7

Clever play

Heather’s Hints                      by Heather Dhondy

click 
 

link

Playing teams, East opens 2´ (weak).  What 
call do you make with the South cards?

         West        North     East       South 
                                        2´          4™ 
         All Pass     

N 
W      E 

S

You have too much playing strength to overcall 
3™, so jump to 4™. It is often, and correctly, said 
that you should never pre-empt over a pre-empt, 
therefore a jump to game shows a powerful hand 
with good potential for the contract. 

Over your 4™ West passes, and North should also 
pass, despite holding decent values – the lack of 
both trump support and aces should be sufficient to 
dissuade further action. 

West leads the ´3. You put up the king from 
dummy and this loses to the ace. The ´J is returned 
which is ruffed by West with the two. West now 
switches to a diamond which you win with the ace 
in hand. It is time to tackle trumps and you begin 
with the ace on which West follows with the three, 
and East the ten. How do you plan the play? This is 
where you have got to: 

 

There are three trumps remaining, the king, the 
jack and the five. You will need to play for one of the 
defenders to now hold either singleton king or jack 
if the contract is to be made. Unless East is false-
carding, it is reasonable to assume that it is that 
hand that will now be down to the required 
singleton honour, but which one? 

This is a restricted choice position, and the odds 
play would be to continue with a low trump, hoping 
that East started with king-ten doubleton. However, 
this will not work here since if East won the king on 
the second round, a third spade would give West a 
trump promotion. The only legitimate chance of 
making the contract, therefore, is to play East to 
have started with J10 doubleton. This means that, 
despite being against the odds in the suit, you 
should play for this distribution by leading the 
queen.  

On the actual deal East had no option but to play 
the jack or ten, but there is a possibility that East 
began with J105. If the five had been played on the 
first round, declarer would have had no option but 
to take a successful view of playing West to now hold 
a bare king, but by false-carding with the ten, East 
would have created a losing option for declarer. The 
full deal follows. 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/heather-dhondy
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                           ´  K Q 8 6 
                           ™  – 
                           t  K Q 10 8 3 
                           ®  K 6 5 2 
     ´   3                                    ´  A J 10 9 7 5 
     ™  K 5 3 2                            ™  J 10 
     t  7 6 4 2                            t  J 9 5 

 ®  Q 9 8 4                           ®  10 3 
                           ´  4 2 
                           ™  A Q 9 8 7 6 4 
                           t  A 
                           ®  A J 7 

N 
W      E 

S

 HEATHER’S HINTS 

DA jump overcall of a pre-empt is a strong bid 

regardless of whether you normally play weak 

jump overcalls. If you hold a long suit and a 

weak hand, you should pass and hope to get a 

chance next time round. 

DWhen considering the play of a suit you should, 

of course, look at the odds. Other factors that 

may affect your choice are entries, bidding (and 

lack of bidding), and the play so far (including 

choice of lead). However, there is only any 

point in taking your best percentage line in the 

suit if it will help you succeed. Here the best 

percentage line in isolation was to play East for 

the K10 doubleton, but it would not do you any 

good because of the threat of the trump 

promotion. Therefore, you should play for the 

combination which gives you a legitimate 

chance to make the contract.      r

1™ – 2®, 3t is a splinter bid for clubs. However,  
1™ – 1´, 2t is not forcing (but could be a strong 
hand but not good enough to game force), while  
1™ – 1´, 3t is natural and game forcing.  

We do not really play ‘Walsh style’ responses to 
1®. We tend to bid suits up the line, but may 
bypass a diamond suit. Whether we do this will 
depend on the hand type. For example, with  

´J854 ™1053 tAQ842 ®2  

we would respond 1t to 1®. This is because if we 
respond 1´, we might lose a game swing going 
several down vulnerable in 2® when partner has 
a minimum 2·4·2·5 or 2·2·4·5 shape, and much 
better fits are available. However, with  

´AQ64 ™32 tJ943 ®965  

we would respond 1´. Here we are more likely to 
want a spade lead if defending, we want to pre-
empt the heart suit, and we have three clubs so are 
very happy not to find a diamond fit.  

We shall consider the responses to opening bids 
in more detail in the next few articles, with their 
continuations.             r

ACOL UNVEILED 
Continued from page 25

LICENSED BRIDGE   

WHEN you see the ‘LB’ sign in an ad vert  isement in 
the magazine, it means that: 

• The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and 

received, a licence from the EBU. 

• They may choose to give Master Points in accordance 

with EBU scales. 

• These Master Points will be accepted and added to 

player records. 

• The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations 

and bye-laws, thus affording all players the protection of 

playing within the jurisdiction of the EBU. 

All county events advertised have an EBU licence. 

NOTE: Members playing in events licensed by another 

National Bridge Organisation will not be able to have 

Master Points credited to their records save for events in 

Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland, New 

Zealand and Australia. The conversion of Green Points to 

Gold Points will only happen at English events, the BGB 

Gold Cup and Home Internationals.
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A few ways to make eight IMPs

Great Bridge Disasters               by David Burn

click 
 

link

Love All. Dealer South.  
´ K 10 9 6 3 
™ A K J 7 5 4  
t 2 
® 6 

´ J 5 4 2 ´ – 
™ 10 9 2 ™ 8 6 
t – t A K J 10 8 3  
® K Q J 8 7 3 ® A 9 5 4 2 

´ A Q 8 7 
™ Q 3 
t Q 9 7 6 5 4 
® 10

N 
W      E 

S

         West        North      East       South 
                                                     1t 
         Pass          1™           2®         2t1 
         3®2          3´           4®3        4´ 
         5®            5´           Pass       Passs 
         Dble4        All Pass 

1 Rule of 20, partner – only needed Rule of 19 
to open 

2 Lurking 
3 Still unable to forgive South for having bid 

diamonds 
4 Lightner – partner will lead a diamond for 

me to ruff and I will put him in with a club 
to give me another ruff . . . 

You don’t see all that many eight IMP swings. 
Those of you with the scale at your fingertips 
will not need reminding that an aggregate 

difference of 320-360 converts to eight IMPs, and I 
suppose the reason the score is rare is that it usually 
requires a two- or three-trick difference in the play 
(2´ with an overtrick at one table, 2´ down two 
vulnerable at the other). Other ways are possible – 
indeed, my most recent personal experience 
involved contracts of 3NT at both tables down four 
at one, down three at the other. ‘But that’s only two 
IMPs,’ I hear you cry. Think about it. 

On today’s deal from a junior trial played online, 
like every other competition nowadays, there was a 
no-trick difference in the play. Nor was there any 
difference in the contract. The only difference was – 
well, see for yourself.  

Is that South hand an opening bid? Conforming 
as it does to the Rule of 20 it would be considered 
more than sufficient by high officialdom, and 
though a generally timid practitioner myself I 
confess I’d volunteer 1t. At one table South did 
this, and West had to decide whether to overcall. 
Here the bad points outweigh the good – partner 
will expect more for 2®, and the danger with 3® is 
that you may well miss a major-suit fit if partner 
happens to have a good hand. So West passed, 

North responded 1™ and it was up to East. 

You’d think the opening bid to his left might have 
dampened his spirits somewhat, but you are 
probably not a junior. Deprived of the chance to 
show the main feature of his hand, East fell back on 
his other suit and overcalled 2®. This might have 
injected some momentum into proceedings, but in 
fact West decided to adopt a tactical approach and 
the remarkable auction in full was: 

East did lead a diamond – the king – and West 
happily discarded since his defensive plan remained 
intact. From East’s point of view the situation was 
not so promising, and he sagely cashed his side’s 
club trick before conceding the remainder and 
contemplating a potentially disastrous minus 650. A 
save in six clubs would have been cheap at minus 
100 if South led a heart, but if South tried to cash a 
spade instead… those of you who know how to 
score 8 IMPs doubtless also know six of a minor 
doubled with an overtrick. 

Now, it’s easy enough to see how this result could 
lead to a loss of 8 IMPs. A more vigorous auction 
could result in a save in seven clubs over an enemy 
six of a major, insurance against a club void in one 
hand or the other. ‘Plus 300’, ‘minus 650 sorry, lose 
eight’ … But as readers of this column will know, 
disasters are for the other side. At the other table 
this was the bidding: 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/david-burn


www.ebu.co.uk 29September 2020 English Bridge

         West        North      East       South 
                                                     Pass1 
         Pass1         1™           2NT2     Dble3 
         5®            5™           Dble4     Pass 
         Pass          5´           Dble4     Redble5 
         All Pass 

1 Following these actions both South and 
West were required to produce notarised 
copies of their birth certificates, since no 
junior would bid like this  

2 Minors 
3  Values, no support for hearts 
4  I don’t see any particular reason this should 

go down, but . . .  
5 Neither do I 

It didn’t go down, and you all know that score 
also ‘Minus 650 sorry’, ‘not as sorry as they are – 
plus a thousand – win eight.’        r

 

                           ´  – 
                           ™  A Q 6 4 
                           t  9 7 2 
                           ®  10 9 8 7 4 2 
     ´   10 9 6 2                         ´  Q 7 4 
     ™  2                                     ™  10 8 7 5 3 
     t  A J 10 8 5                       t  6 4 3 

 ®  A 5 3                              ®  J 6 
                           ´  A K J 8 5 3 
                           ™  K J 9 
                           t  K Q 
                           ®  K Q 

N 
W      E 

S

At the table, after winning with the ´Q, East 
switched to the t6. West won and returned a 
diamond. South won, cashed the ´J and had ten 
tricks for +420. 

At the other table, a diamond lead would have 
defeated 3NT, but East led a heart, taken by the ™J. 
North played the ®K. West took the ®A and 
switched to the t5, won in dummy. When the ®Q 
dropped the ®J, declarer had 12 tricks, +490, +2 
IMPs, but three IMPs short of winning the event. 

Had East defeated 4´ at the other table by 
returning a heart, that would have been enough to 

change the result. Placing South with the ™K 
singleton was unrealistic. As South did not play the 
™A followed by the ™Q to pitch a loser, either South 
has no loser to discard (and the diamond switch is 
futile) or South began with three hearts. Thus, 
playing for the heart ruff is your best bet. Still, a 
considerable part of the blame should also go to 
West, whose carding in trumps persuaded East to 
switch to a diamond. 

It can be helpful to use ‘idle cards’ (those that can 
have no significant importance) as suit-preference 
signals. West played ´2, ´6, ´9, the lowest spade 
each time. That suggested values in the lower suits. 
As a club trick in West’s hand could not vanish, East 
chose the diamond switch. 

West did have values in the low suits, but West 
wanted a heart from East. West should not play 
´10, then ´9, ´2. That would suggest three trumps 
only. The ´2 was right, to show an even number of 
spades, but then West should play ´10 and ´9, 
highest cards to ask for the high suit and so direct 
partner’s attention to a heart return. 

Playing the ´2 and ´10 next has an added merit. 
Declarer might choose to play West for 109x in 
trumps in which case the correct card on the 3rd 
round will be the jack. This will result in one down 
even without the ruff.          r

Sleuth’s Quiz continued from p23                      by Ron Klinger



30 English Bridge September 2020 www.ebu.co.uk

The first thing to say is that any system of leads is 
allowed and there is no alerting of leads and plays.  

You should make sure that you and your partner 
can explain your agreements to opponents (if 
asked). If the club expects agreements to be 
recorded on the scorecard or on your system card 

Ask Robin                         Compiled by Robin Barker

click 
 

link

Trouble at the table

A player new to bridge asked: I was on lead 
and led a king – my holding was AK8 and 
it was a suit contract. 

When I had lessons I was told that leading the 
king would tell my partner I had the ace, 
assuming declarer didn't beat my king with it, and 
that I didn't have the queen. 

The opposition queried my lead and told me it 
wasn't a standard lead so I couldn't have 
‘Standard’ leads on my convention card.

John Foster asked about Law 25. The bidding 
went 1t – Pass – 2´ – Pass, and then an 
apparently long pause. The 2´ bidder realised 

they had put down the wrong bid (they hadn’t 
used the STOP card). I was called and allowed 
them to replace the bid as 1´ (under Law 25). I 
checked the White Book and there is no mention 
of pausing but is it covered by section 8.25.4? 

The question is, can partner pause a long time 
and what if any is the time limit. I assume as it was 
a jump bid everyone is allowed to pause even 
though no STOP card was used. I was challenged 
on the length of the pause but still ruled the bid 
could be amended? 

None of the restrictions on artificial 'strong' two 
bids apply to natural two bids. If 2™ or 2´ show 4+ 
cards in the suit there is no restriction on the 
strength. The Blue Book suggests announcements of 
‘intermediate’, ‘strong, non-forcing’ or ‘strong and 
forcing’.  

If your 2™/2´ bids do not guarantee 16+ HCP, 
but are forcing, I suggest ‘intermediate or strong, 
and forcing’. At some point in the (near) future, 
there may be changes to allow more descriptive 
announcements. 

Roy Garthwaite asked: Last night my partner 
had a hand almost identical to one in this 
column in English Bridge, February 2020 

except that she had Ax 
instead of KQ. We play that 
2™ and 2´ are old fashioned 
Acol – eight tricks in the suit 
bid. Is her 2™ bid permitted? 

I announced it as eight playing tricks in hearts, was 
this correct? 

I write this in lockdown. There have been some 
‘Ask Robin’ questions since March – some are 
answered by the new Sky-Blue Book – 

Supplement to the Blue Book and White Book for 
online bridge, now on the EBU website. Meanwhile 
there are some questions from face-to-face bridge.

The key law is Law 25A3: a player is allowed to 

replace an unintended call if the conditions [described 

in A1 above] are met, no matter how they may have 

become aware of their error.  So if partner hesitates 

‘forever’ or makes a remark or question in an 

attempt to wake a player up to their unintended call, 

the change of the unintended call will still be 

allowed. 

But the communication (a remark or question, or 

a long hesitation intended to wake up the bidder) is 

nevertheless illegal communication. There can be a 

penalty for illegally communicating between 

partners. The EBU L&E committee have said that 

such illegal communication should only be 

penalised if it attempts to wake up partner and 

there was not in fact an unintended call.

´ A x 
™ A K Q 9 x x x 
t 10 x 
® 8 x

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/robin-barker
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If you were called to another table where this had 
happened, the correct ruling is that one trick is 
transferred. This is Law 64A2:  

and the trick on which the revoke occurred was not 
won by the offending player then, if the offending 

side won that or any subsequent trick, after play ends 
one trick is transferred to the non-offending side.  

East did not win the revoke trick and EW did not 
win any subsequent trick but EW did win the 
revoke trick, so that trick is one which can be 
transferred. 

When this occurs at your table, with your side 
non-offending then you might choose to not draw 
attention to the revoke until it is too late to apply 
Law 64A. If attention was not drawn to the revoke 
until after your side makes a call on the next board 
then Law 64A does not apply – Law 64C1 does 
apply but there was no damage from the revoke, so 
the score would stand. 

Did we do right . . . ? 
I think a playing director should be happy to let this 
go with no penalty, as many players would do. It 
depends on how the club want the game 
played/ruled – if another club TD would not go out 
of his way to give you an overtrick then I think you 
both did right. 

Tom Evans was playing 3NT as South. The 
ace, king, queen and a fourth heart were 
lead out, East discarding on the fourth 

heart. As we had only three hearts in North and 
two in South, I awaited the next heart – it was not 
forthcoming – it turned out that East had another 
heart. I won the remaining tricks. I was director 
and after consultation with a colleague a penalty 
wasn't applied. Did we do right?

Andrew Naish asked: The opposition 
opened a weak 1NT and I overcalled 3® 
holding seven clubs and eight points. My 

partner was asked and said this was weak. The 
contract was made, and at one other table – with 
4™ making by the other side at the remaining 
tables. I was then told my bid was cheating, as I 
should have jumped to 4®. I suggested calling the 
director but this was ignored. Is there any 
substance in this view?

My partner opened 1NT (12-14). I replied 
2® (Stayman). Partner then bid 2™. At 
this point I was called by the director to 

adjudicate at his table. I said ‘just let me finish the 
bidding’, so he then called one of the other club 
directors. I passed, and then after my LHO passed, 
I stated that I had not intended to pass. 

As I had been distracted I believed that I had 
made an unintended call and should have been 
allowed to change it, under law25A1. Clearly my 
intention was to bid 2NT if my partner did not bid 
spades. The director disagreed and quoted law 
25A2. What is your view? 

then you should put something like ‘K from AK, Q 
from KQ’. 

It is best to avoid words like standard or normal in 
describing leads because other players do not 
necessarily understand them. 

There are standard leads – the EBU system card 
has default leads marked for various card 
combinations; this shows (found on the last page)  
A from AKx(x), and K from various KQ(...) 
combinations. 

However, there are different agreements about 
which honour to lead from AKx(…) and it is not 
standard in England to lead the queen from 
KQx(..).

 I agree that, in the words of Law 25A2, this was a 

loss of concentration not a mechanical error, and so 

the correction should not be allowed under Law 25A. 

But I think the director should have found some 

way to waive the penalty, when the problem was 

partly of his making. I think the director will find it 

difficult to get other players to rule at the director’s 

table if he does not cut them some slack when they 

are inconvenienced by answering the call. 

Over 1NT almost anything is permitted, and 

natural jump overcalls are permitted to be any 

strength. So there was nothing wrong with your 3® 

bid, or with your partner's explanation. It is not for 

the opponents to tell you that you have to bid the 

hand the way they would bid. It is certainly not their 

place to describe your bidding as cheating. 

It is awkward, but you cannot let the opponents 

use the word ‘cheating’ without being challenged. 

You offered to call the TD – but I think you should 

call the TD yourself and report the use of the word 

‘cheating’.               r
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    Hand 2 ´ A 7 3 
™ K Q 9 3 
t Q J 10 9 5 
® 6 

´ K 10 6 ´ J 9 5 4 
™ 4 ™ 8 5 
t K 7 6 4 3 t A 8 2 
® K J 8 2 ® Q 9 4 3 

´ Q 8 2 
™ A J 10 7 6 2 
t – 
® A 10 7 5

    Hand 1 ´ Q 3 
™ A Q 7 
t A 10 8 7 3 
® J 5 2 

´ A 8 6 2 ´ K 9 7 5 
™ J 10 9 2 ™ 6 5 3 
t 6 t K Q J 2  
® 7 6 4 3 ® 10 8 

´ J 10 4 
™ K 8 4 
t 9 5 4  
® A K Q 9

N 
W      E 

S

have multiple stoppers in hearts and clubs, so does 
it matter which suit you try to make your extra trick 
from?  

With eight diamonds and only five spades 
between the two hands, it may look ‘obvious’ to play 
on diamonds – certainly the best suit if you needed 
to make two extra tricks. However, needing just one, 
there is a risk that in the process of establishing the 
suit, the defenders will be able to win three 
diamonds plus the ´A and the ´K. This will be true 
if East started with tKQJx 

This problem can be avoided by simply winning 
the first trick with the ™Q and leading the ´Q. If 
this wins the trick then you have nine tricks. If 
either defender wins this trick, and returns a heart, 
then you can win and lead a second spade to 
guarantee an extra trick without the risk of losing 
five tricks in the process.

of dummy’s diamonds? 
Assume West is likely to have led the tA at trick 

one if she holds the tAK, then you can plan to 
make two extra tricks by taking two ruffing finesses 
in diamonds.  

This would also allow you to trump two clubs in 
the dummy so, to put this plan into action, you can 
win trick one with the ™9, and lead the tQ from 
the dummy. 

Say East plays the tA, you trump with the ™6, 
then lead the ™7 to the ™Q and play the tJ from the 
dummy. If East now plays a low diamond, then you 
simply discard the ´2. If the tJ wins this trick, then 
you repeat the process by leading the t10. Here, 
West will likely win the tK on the second round of 
diamonds, but dummy’s t10 and t9 will now be 
established. 

When West wins the tK, you can win any return, 
and trump two clubs in the dummy to bring your 
trick total to 12 – one spade, six hearts, two 
diamonds, one club, and two club ruffs. 

Heffalump Traps                      by David Bakhshi

6™. West leads the ™4 and East plays the ™5.  

You have reached a decent slam despite holding 
marginal values, so making 12 tricks could well lead 
to a big positive swing.  

You have eight top tricks, and options for making 
extra tricks. You could try making a trick in spades 
by leading towards the ´Q, and you can trump up 
to three clubs in the dummy. Can you also make use 

3NT. West leads the ™J. 

3NT looks like a normal contract, so any swings will 

occur as a result of the play. You have eight top 

tricks, and two suits that could provide the extra 

trick that you need – diamonds and spades. You also

Answers from 
page 12 click 

 
link
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    Hand 4 
 

´ Q 7 4 
™ Q 6 3 
t A Q 10 5 
® 6 4 3 

´ 10 6 2 ´ J 9 5 3 
™ A K 10 8 4 ™ J 9 7 5 2 
t 8 t 7 
® K 9 5 2 ® J 10 8 

´ A K 8 
™ – 
t K J 9 6 4 3 2 
® A Q 7

    Hand 3 ´ 8 5 
™ J 9 6 
t A 4 2 
® A 10 5 4 3 

´ K Q J 6 3 2 ´ 9 7 
™ A 7 4 ™ 10 8 5 3 2 
t 8 t 10 7 6 5 
® Q 8 6 ® J 9 

´ A 10 4 
™ K Q 
t K Q J 9 3 
® K 7 2

N 
W      E 

S

N 
W      E 

S

3NT after West opened 1´. West leads the ´K.  

You start with eight tricks (assuming that West does 
not have five diamonds), and need just one more 
trick. This could be possible if the ®10 can be 
promoted without losing the lead. Can anything be 
done if this is not possible? 

It costs nothing to duck a couple of rounds of 
spades, winning the ´A on the third round, as you 
discard the ®3 from the dummy. This will also 
allow you to have a stronger indication of West’s 
shape as the play progresses. 

In this case, spades prove to be 6-2, so you cannot 
afford to simply force out the ™A since West will 
cash three more spade tricks at that point. 

This kind of situation is not so infrequent, and it 
is often a good idea to try the effect of running your 
long suit winners, hoping to force your dangerous 
opponent to make some inconvenient discards. 
Knowing that West started with six spades means 
that should West discard two spades then it would 
become safe for you to force out the ™A. 

When you play out your diamond winners, West 
will follow to the first round, but will then have to 
make four discards (you can throw the ®4 and the 
™6 from the dummy). 

She can only afford to throw one spade, so will have 
to throw two hearts, but what should she throw on 
the fifth round of diamonds? 

As long as she started with three or more clubs, she 
will have no winning discard at this point. If East 
started with three or more clubs, then the only 
chance that ever existed was to find West with the 
®QJ, so running your diamonds first has not given 
up on this possibility.

6t after West overcalled 1™. West leads the ™A 
You begin with 11 top tricks, so you just need to 

make one extra trick.  The easiest way to achieve this 
is to win a trick with the ®Q, which will be 
straightforward if East has the ®K, but can anything 
be done if West has the ®K? 

One possibility is to plan to eliminate West’s safe 
options before leading clubs towards your hand.  
This could be achieved by trumping the first trick, 

crossing to the t10, trumping the ™6, then playing 

three rounds of spades ending in the dummy. The 

™Q can now be trumped, and a diamond led to the 

tQ in order to lead a club from the dummy.   

If East plays a club lower than the ®7, then you 

can play the ®7 to leave West on play with no good 

options.  However, East will ruin this plan if she 

plays a club higher than the ®7.  

Is there any alternative that does not rely on East 

playing a club lower than the ®7?  

At the point that the ™Q is led from the dummy, 

if East was able to play the ™K, you would have to 

continue as described above, but when East plays 

low on the ™Q, you can guarantee your contract by 

discarding the ®7.   

West can win the ™K, but will now be presented 

with a series of unappealing options.   

If she leads a heart you can trump in the dummy 

and throw the ®Q from your hand.   

If she leads a club then your ®Q will provide your 

extra trick.                                                                  r
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Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™K; (c) ™3; (d) a diamond

  Hand 1 
 ´   6 5 4 
 ™   A K J 8 5 3 
 t   8 6 5 2 
 ®   – 

         South       West       North    East 
                         3™           Dble       4™ 
         5´            Pass         6´          All Pass

Answers to June’s Problems click 
 

link

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:  

Master:   Alex Smith                                                 Open:   Keith Sharp 
              Birmingham                                                            Malmesbury

Sponsored by

(b) ™K: 7 marks. Try and take a trick and hope 
partner has another one. Not the worst idea in the 
world! It has been known, even at international 
level, for two hearts to be cashing on this auction. 

(c) ™3: 10 marks. How can you resist this? If 
partner has the ™Q they will know what to return 
and you have the slam beaten. This seems to me 
far and away the most likely way of beating the 
hand and it is what I would do at the table. 
Partner should understand if the singleton ™Q 
holds and they have a trick somewhere else. They 
really should understand! 

(d) a diamond: 5 marks. Yes, you can construct 
layouts where this is necessary, but it is just so 
unlikely that you can beat the slam if no hearts are 
standing up. And if a heart is standing up you 
should lead one! 

Pairs Bonus: ™3 – 5 marks. It is closer this time as 
letting through 6´ with an overtrick will be zero 
matchpoints. However, in line with my frequently 
stated point that slams are never a bad score for the 
oppo, and that is even more so when they are bid 
in competition, I still think you should go flat out 
to beat it, so the ™3 for me is again the lead. You are 
gambling about 20% of the matchpoints (what you 
get for 6™ making) against 100% for one off. 

In the Camrose, Peter Taylor for England was there 
with the ™3 and that was +100. Well done. The

by Alan Mould

This time problem one comes from the 
second weekend of this year’s Camrose 
event, held in early March. Congratulations 

to the two England teams over the two weekends 
who amassed a victory by 30 VPs. Problem 2 was 
held by Michael Byrne against me and it has taken 
several months for the pain of the hand to subside 
enough for me to report it. Problem 3 is from a local 
league match. 

The opposition have bid a slam around your fierce 
competition. Will this go off if you just do nothing 
stupid, or do you have to be inventive? 

(a) a spade: 4 marks. I am really not a fan of 
leading trumps against freely bid slams. Unless 
declarer needs to cross-ruff the hand it achieves 
nothing. A crossruff seems almost inconceivable 
here. 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/alan-mould
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Choose from: (a) a heart; (b) tA; (c) ®A; (d) ®Q

  Hand 2 
 ´   – 
 ™   8 7 5 3 2 
 t   A 10 5 3 
 ®   A Q J 5 

         South       West       North    East 
         1™1           Pass         2™          Pass 
         2´            Pass         3´          Pass 
         4´            Dble        All Pass 
1 5-Card majors

Hand 2: This lead is standout. The bidding has 
painted a blueprint for you (can you paint a 
blueprint?) and a luscious penalty is in store . . . 

(a) a heart: 10 marks. This is automatic. You know 
partner is ruffing this from the bidding. You should 
also lead the ™2 to indicate you want a club back. At 
the table dummy had ´J10xx and partner ´Qxxx so 
you were able to give partner four ruffs for an 1100 
penalty. Thank you very much. 

(b) tA: 5 marks. No lead other than a heart should 
be considered but I suppose if I wasn’t leading a 
heart this would be it. 

(c) ®A: 4 marks. With I suppose this next. 

(d) ®Q: 1 mark. And this last of all. Why lead this 
when declarer is quite likely to have the king, win 
it and gleefully draw trumps.. 

Pairs Bonus: a heart – 5 marks. The same lead. 
+1100 scores quite well at pairs as well. 

Hand 3:  We have the balance of power and they 
have distribution. That again makes the lead clear 
cut.  

(a) a spade: 10 marks. This lead is automatic. Cut 
down those ruffs! At the table any lead other than 
a trump gave a trick away. 

(b) ™A: 3 marks. This only works if we have to cash 
hearts before declarer gets them away. On what? 
What can declarer have that gives quick discards? 

(c) tK: 5 marks. Better in that at least it sets up a 
trick, but again, what is the hurry. Far better to get 
the trumps out.  

(d) ®6: 1 mark. Do I really have to say why 
underleading an ace against a doubled game when 
the opposition are likely to have plenty of 
distribution is not a great lead?  

Pairs Bonus: a spade – 5 marks. The same lead for 
the same reasons.                  r

Email the editor, lou@ebu.co.uk and if 
suitable, Alan will use them.

LEAD CONUNDRUMS

Northern Irish did even better when the West hand 
doubled 6´ and underled the heart so he was 
+200! 6´ was played by the other hand once and 
let through when West did not make a Lightner 
double. The other three results were 5´+1,  
5™ doubled -1 and 7™ doubled -5. Altogether a 
lively board… 

Choose from: (a )a spade (b) ™A; (c) tK; (d) ®6

  Hand 3 
 ´   5 2 
 ™   A 8 5 4 
 t   K Q 4 
 ®   A J 7 6 

         South       West       North    East 
         1´            Dble        3´1         Dble2 
         4´            Pass         Pass        Dble3 
         All Pass 
1 Pre-emptive, 2 Values,3 More values
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GEOFFREY WOLFARTH 
1952 – 2020 

When the mood took him, Geoffrey Wolfarth 
could be a right royal pain in the a***, as a fair few 
EBU tournament directors would no doubt testify. 
Geoffrey was also a generous man who would help 
anybody who needed it, and was highly intelligent 
with a sharp sense of humour. 

Geoffrey read classics and history at Cambridge, 
before eventually settling on Law. He was deep 
into his forties when he met the love of his life, 
Ros. The combination worked perfectly. They 
were married in 1998 and lived in Hove, along 
with two much-loved cats. 

Bridge was one of Geoffrey’s other loves and he 
had a number of major successes, including 
winning the Premier Life Master Pairs three years 
in succession in partnership with my wife, 
Nevena. He and I won the EBU Spring Foursomes 
together, and also the Camrose Trials, with the not 
inconsiderable aid of teammates, Gary Hyett and 
Alan Mould. That led to Geoffrey’s proudest 
moment in bridge, as he represented his country 
in the Camrose Trophy, and he would often wear 
his England blazer to other EBU competitions.  

While playing in a European Championship 
event, Geoffrey partnered Nevena. On one board 
she opened 3® on ®QJ108xx and it didn’t work 
out too well when Geoffrey took her seriously. 
‘Too much testosterone!’, accused Geoffrey. In the 
very next session he made the same opening on 
®QJxxxx, without the intermediate cards. That 
didn’t work out too well either. 

Away from bridge Geoffrey was interested in 
history and played war games, particularly based 
on the Peninsular War. He also loved to watch 
cricket and wave bye-bye to opposing batsmen 
(particularly Australians) as they were dismissed. 
Geoffrey was my friend, and I will miss him. 

Brian Senior

STUART TREDINNICK 
1963 – 2020 

Stuart’s first taste of bridge was with his twin 
brother Gerald, accompanied by his father, at 
Beckenham Bridge Club as a young teenager. It 
wasn’t long before they were winning everything. 
He joined the Junior Programme in his early 20s 
under Raymond Brock and showed great promise, 
even reaching the semi-finals of the Gold Cup in 
1987 at the ripe old age of 23. He had a starring 
role in the 1989 Junior Championships, playing 
with his brother – it was always Gerald and Stuart, 
never the other way around.  

The biggest problem the brothers ever caused 
was telling them apart. I can honestly say I never 
had this problem – those of us who knew them 
well always knew which was which… 

We all found it amusing that Stuart found it 
harder to have success partnering others. When we 
used to play in teams and sometimes switch 
partnerships – we used to humorously refer to any 
partnership with Stuart as ‘the short straw’. 
Somehow he never found it as funny  as we all did 
(including Gerald I hasten to add). 

He and Gerald were outstanding at Pairs events, 
winning Brighton, the Two Stars Trophies, the 
Gold Cup and the Spring Fours – each twice.   He 
was also a wonderful County man – playing for his 
beloved Kent for countless years both in the 
Tollemache (winning on four occasions) as well as 
several Kent events. He played in many Camrose 
matches and four European Championships. 

Away from the bridge table Stuart was a keen 
sportsman and devoted to Crystal Palace – a life 
long season ticket holder. He loved playing squash, 
tennis and golf, and was a good skier. I was 
fortunate to have had Stuart as a regular bridge 
team mate for many years – he was always nothing 
short of superb. I consider myself very lucky. 

Neil Rosen

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/stuart-tredinnick
https://www.ebu.co.uk/node/3859


www.ebu.co.uk 37September 2020 English Bridge

We will start with a truly wonderful slam sequence by Mike 
Bell and Ben Norton, playing for England against Scotland 
in the Camrose Trophy. Bell’s 2NT was game-forcing 
Jacoby, and Norton’s 3™ rebid showed extras with a club 
shortage. 3´ was an economical waiting bid, seeking 
further information. East’s 3NT was a non-serious slam try, 
limiting his hand in the context of having already shown 
extra values. (The alternative, a control-bid of 4t, would 
have been a serious slam try.)  

When Bell persisted with a control bid of 4™, it became 
likely that he had good hearts. Norton took control and bid 
the slam via Roman Key Card Blackwood. Wow! 

 At the other table, Scotland’s Morgan and Stephens bid 
1´ – 2NT, 3™ – 4™, 4´. England gained 13 IMPs. 

Awards: 6  ́(10), games (6), part-scores (2).

1. E/W Game. Dealer East

Beat Today’s Experts 
click 

 
link

2. Love All. Dealer North Marusa Gold decided to bid. Her 4NT showed two places 
to play, and the diamond game was reached. Tiholov won 
the spade lead and continued with the tA, finding the 3-0 
break. Prospects were bleak. When he played the ®4, 
though, it was difficult for Michael Byrne to place him with 
a singleton. He played low and dummy’s king won the trick. 
Declarer picked up the trumps with a finesse and played a 
heart to the queen and ace. He won the heart return with 
the king and the ™J fell from North. A heart to the 9 and 10 
established declarer’s ™7 and South had no spade to return! 
Almost by a miracle, 5t had been made. 

At the other table, the bidding was identical, but James 
Thrower took his ®A on the first round – indeed this was 
his opening lead. It may not have seemed a good choice 
when dummy appeared, but declarer had no entry to take a 
subsequent trump finesse and had to go one down. 

Right, how should I award the scores? The diamond game 
was not a good one, but 4´ would have made on the very 
possible lead of the ®K. At the risk of triggering letters of 
complaint...  

Awards: 5t (10), 4´/4´ doubled (8), 4NT (4).                           

by David Bird
ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS ON PAGE 22

The remaining deals will come from the 
England Open Trials for the world 
championship. North’s 4´ runs to Todor 
Tiholov in the West seat. He competes with a 
double and now East has a close decision – to 
bid or not to bid? What would you do? 

                        ´   J                     
                        ™   Q 10 7 3          
                        t   9 7 6 5          
       ®  A 8 7 2 
  ´  K 7 5 4                               ´  A 9 8 6 3 2    
  ™ A K 8 4                               ™ 9 2 
  t J 2                                      t A K 10 4 
  ® 10 5 3                                ® 6 
                         ´   Q 10               
                        ™   J 6 5                
                        t   Q 8 3            
       ®  K Q J 9 4 

West            North          East          South 
Bell                 Peterkin         Norton       Punch   
                                       1´             Pass 
2NTA             Pass             3™A            Pass 
3´A               Pass             3NTA         Pass 
4™                Pass             4NT          Pass 
5™                Pass             6´             All Pass  

N 
W      E 

S

                        ´   Q J 9 8 6 5 4 2
                        ™   J 6                   
                        t   –                   
       ®  A 8 3 
  ´  A 7                                 ´  10 3 
  ™ K 7 5 2                           ™  Q 9 8 
  t A K 9 8 5 2                     t  J 10 4 3 
  ® 4                                    ®  K Q 9 5 
                         ´   K                    
                        ™   A 10 4 3          
                        t   Q 7 6            
       ®  J 10 7 6 2 

West             North       East        South 
Tiholov            Byrne          M. Gold    Dyke   
                    4´            Pass         Pass 
Dble              Pass          4NT        Pass 
5t                All Pass      

N 
W      E 

S

Cont/. . .

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/david-bird
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3. N/S Game. Dealer East

Robson was then willing to bid a slam if partner held at 
least one key-card. The 1430 RKCB response of 5t denied 
a key-card, so the partnership stopped fairly safely at the 
five-level. This would be too high only if there were two 
trump losers and the defenders took their tA before 
declarer could ditch his diamonds. The cards lay well and 
eleven tricks were made. 

                         West                              East 
                          Jason Hackett                     Osborne   
                                                              1™ 
                        2™                                  2NTA 
                        4®A                                 4NT 
                        5t                                  5™ 
                        All Pass                            

Jason Hackett described his hand with a 4® splinter bid 
on the second round. Once again, East discovered two 
missing key-cards in time and they stopped in 5™ for a flat 
board. 

Awards:  4™ (10), 5™ (8), 6™ (1).

4. E/W Game. Dealer East Espen Erichsen’s 1® showed 2+ clubs. Glyn Liggins 
responded with a strong jump-shift, followed by an 
economical 3®. Erichsen held an unappetising minimum 
and signed off in 3NT, raised to 6NT. It was a 
commendably restrained auction to the top spot. 

Erichsen won the ™8 lead and could count eleven top 
tricks, unless diamonds broke 5-0. There was no need to 
rely on a fortunate lie of the clubs, and he set up a twelfth 
trick in spades.  

             West           North          East              South 
              Thrower        Gillis              Croswell         Hydes   
                                                    1®                Pass 
             1t               Pass              1´                Pass 
             2™               Pass              2NT             Pass 
             4®              Pass              4NT             Pass 
             7®              All Pass          

I will have no cause to repeat my ‘commendably 
restrained’ assessment. If the fourth-suit forcing 2™ was 
forcing to game (easily the best method), James Thrower 
could have bid 3® at his third turn. His actual 4® 
suggested that partner’s 1´ rebid had promised an 
unbalanced hand. There was clearly a misunderstanding 
with regard to Croz Croswell’s 4NT. East appears to have 
treated it as a sign-off; West viewed it differently. A swing 
of 14 IMPs resulted. 

Awards: 6NT (10), 6t (8), 6® (5), games (4), grands (0).    

                        ´   10 9 8 5 4 3   
                        ™   10 9 6 4          
                        t   10                 
       ®  K 10 
  ´  A                                        ´  Q J 7 2    
  ™ A Q 2                                 ™ K J 
  t A Q J 5 3 2                         t K 4 
  ® A 9 3                                  ® Q 7 6 5 4 
                         ´   K 6                 
                        ™   8 7 5 3            
                        t   9 8 7 6          
       ®  J 8 2 

 
 

West          North           East            South 
Liggins         M. Gold         Erichsen        Tiholov   
                                      1®              Pass 
2t              Pass              2NT            Pass 
3®              Pass              3NT            Pass 
6NT           All Pass          

N 
W      E 

S

Alexander Allfrey’s 2t response showed a 
heart raise with at least eight points. Andrew 
Robson’s 2NT continuation was a slam try. 
West’s 3´ co-operated with the slam 
investigation and showed good spades. 

  ´  K Q J 7 5                       ´  A 9 
  ™ 7 5 2                             ™  K Q J 9 4 
  t Q 9 7 2                         t  K 4 
  ® 4                                   ®  A K 8 3

 
W      E 

West                            East 
Allfrey                              Robson   
                                   1™ 
2tA                              2NTA 
3´                                4® 
4™                               4NT 
5t                               5™ 
All Pass                          
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5. Love All. Dealer East she makes a slam try of 5®, without any of the controls 
that Tiholov sees before him, he diagnoses a great trump 
suit opposite and leaps splendidly to 7™. This was easily 
made with two spade ruffs in dummy. Well bid! 

6. E/W Game. Dealer South What action would you take on the West cards? Partner has 
bid 3®, vulnerable, and you have good support for that 
suit. Are you tempted to bid 6®? 

Peter Crouch showed excellent judgement by doubling 
5t, and East-West collected +500 when 6® would have 
gone two down. Judging such five-level situations is often 
difficult, but the stakes are huge. Here, your partner would 
need an enormous hand to make 6®. 

Our England stars collect a monumental 58/60 at the tables that I featured. If you scored close to 45, you 
can be well pleased. Let’s see what tips we can unearth. 

TIPS TO REMEMBER 
D A control bid may have to pass two messages: the general strength to invite a slam, also a control in the 

suit bid. When a major suit is agreed, you can use 3NT to indicate whether you are serious or non-
serious about a slam. For more details, look it up on the internet.  

D When partner doubles an opening of 4´ (or 4™), you can bid 4NT to show two places to play.   
D Judging well at high levels is difficult, even for experts. By studying the auctions of top players in the 

Bridge Base Online archives, you can greatly improve your  judgement.                                                 r

Tiholov opens with a Precision 1® and 
Marusa Gold’s 2™ is forcing to game. When 

                        ´   K Q 9             
                        ™   9                     
                        t   10 7 6 4        
       ®  K 10 8 7 2 
  ´  8 6 3                                 ´  A 
  ™ A K Q 10 7 5 4                  ™  J 8 6 
  t J 9                                     t  A K 8 5 2 
  ® Q                                      ®  A 9 6 3 
                         ´   J 10 7 5 4 2    
                        ™   3 2 
                        t   Q 3               
       ®  J 5 4 

West             North        East          South 
M. Gold           Paske           Tiholov       Jones   
                                       1®A           1´ 
2™                 3®              3™            4® 
5®                 Pass            7™            All Pass  

West           North          East          South 
Allfrey            Croswell         Robson      Thrower   
                                       1t            1´ 
Dble            2t               DbleA               2´  
4™               All Pass          

N 
W      E 

S

                        ´   6 4 3              
                        ™   J 10 9              
                        t   A K 7 6 3 2    
       ®  2 
  ´  A 10 2                               ´  J 9 
  ™ K 7 4 3                              ™  A 8 6 2 
  t Q                                      t  10 
  ® J 10 9 7 6                          ®  A K Q 8 5 4 
                         ´   K Q 8 7 5       
                        ™   Q 5 
                        t   J 9 8 5 4        
       ®  3 

West        North      East             South 
Crouch       Byrne         Cope              Dyke   
                                                   Pass 
Pass          2t            3®               5t 
Dble         All Pass      

West        North      East             South 
Bell            Jones         Norton          Paske   
                                                   2´A 
Pass          4´            5®               Pass 
5´            Pass          6®               All Pass  

N 
W      E 

S

Allfrey had a forcing 2™ available but chose to start with a 
negative double. Robson’s support double showed three 
cards in partner’s indicated heart suit. To reach a slam, 
East/West must be able to add West’s massive trump suit to 
East’s good controls. Neither of these features was 
announced in the auction. If West could respond with a 
natural 4™, they would reach at least 6™. As it went, either 
East or West could have bid more strongly. West might 
have bid 4® over 2´; East might have bid 4´ over 4™. 

Awards:  7™ (10), 6™ (6), games (2).

Tom Paske’s 2´ (spades and a minor) worked well, making 
life difficult for E/W. It was lucky for them that even 5® 
was booked for defeat. The swing was 12 IMPs. 

Awards:  5t (N) dbled (10), 5t (N) (6), 6® (2).
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The rise of the TLA

Playing Online                        by Jeremy Dhondy

click 
 

link

Covid-19 instantly deprived bridge players of 
their game at the club and a lot have dipped 
a toe into the online game with face to face 

games suspended for who knows how long. From 
being a niche market, thousands of EBU members 
have taken the plunge and are playing in EBU 
games, county and club games, not to mention 
leagues and friendly games. At the time of writing 
there are over 200 EBU affiliated clubs on BBO and 
161 clubs on BCL offering games for members.  

Membership of the EBU has increased! It runs 
several popular games each day and has added ones 
for those who want to play in a simpler 
game, restricted to nine or below on 
the NGS. Many players are using BBO 
as their platform. BBO is Bridge Base 
Online and using it comes with the 
inevitable introduction to interminable 
TLAs (three letter acronyms). Funbridge 
and BCL (Bridge Club Live) are 
alternatives that have their following. 

You may be used to a polite partner at the club 
thanking you for dummy and occasionally saying 
‘well played’ at the end. A few are less polite on 
occasion but hopefully remember BB&B (Best 
Behaviour at Bridge). 

If you have decided to dive in, set up an account, 
bought your BBO$ (simple using your credit card) 
and agreed a game with partner, it is time to go. One 
tip: if you set up an account for the first time you 
will be invited to pick a user name. Pick wisely as 
you are stuck with it forever unless you delete your 
account. What seemed amusing on Day One may be 
less so on Day 1000! Some people are coy and don’t 
fill in their full name and keep their skill level 
private; a good idea if you have said you are ‘World 
Class’ and fail to count to 13 in a suit! It’s also 
surprising that more players fill in ‘Faroe Islands’ 
into the country section than there are residents of 
the islands. 

When you play for the first time you will have 
some new procedures to deal with but it is simple

enough to get used to them. One example is that 
you alert your own bids. Your partner does not see 
your explanation - or even that you gave one. There 
are a few traps for the unwary. For example, if it is 
your lead don’t lead too quickly as the suits are re-
arranged on your screen with trumps on the left. 
You can find yourself leading a trump when you 
meant to try for a ruff! 

At the base of the screen there is an area called 
‘Chat’. You can chat to the opponents, your partner 
(but not during a hand), the whole table or even the 
‘Lobby’ which means everyone on BBO. It is 

unlikely you will do this last one except 
by accident. My advice is to be 
discreet. It’s embarrassing if you 
comment to partner on the 
shortcomings of the opponents and 
accidentally send your comment to 

the whole table! 

Once you are commenting (and some 
don’t) you may not have the time to write out your 
elegant prose in full so people use abbreviations. 
This is all very well but not everyone knows what 
they mean. By way of example, we recently finished 
our two boards quickly and one of the opponents 
said BRB. His partner asked the table what he was 
talking about. It was Be right back. Quite a lot of the 
TLAs are to do with play. Partner makes 4´ on a 
double squeeze and you might say WPP (well 
played partner) or WDP (well done partner). Some 
are less discriminating and overuse their new found 
toy. When you have missed a trump, sustained a 
ruff and gone one off in a laydown and got 7% then 
WPP from your partner is more likely their 
misanalysis than an attempt at sarcasm. Sometimes 
the opponents get a bit lucky and that’s life but it is 
seriously irritating to see a welter of initials across 
the chat screen indicating that the good board is 
due to some brilliance. It’s online gloating. 

Here is your guide to some abbreviations 
commonly used: 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/jeremy-dhondy
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GUIDE TO TLAs (and a few FLAs and OLAs)

TYPE: TO SAY: TYPE: TO SAY:
2 Too NP No problem

BRB Be right back R Are

CU See you ROFL Rolling on floor laughing

CUL8R See you later SRY Sorry

FWIW For what it’s worth SOTM State of the match

GDP Good defence partner TYP Thank you partner

GLP Good luck partner TX/TKS/TY Thanks

GT Good try U You

GTG Got to go VWD Very well done

IMHO In my humble opinion WDO Well done opponent

K OK WDP Well done partner

LOL Laughing out loud Y Yes

N No YP Your play . . .

Typing K to save on OK might strike you as a bit 
extreme as if keyboard strokes are being taxed and 
sometimes when a welter of these appear you think 
the opponents are adolescent geeks. Of course if you 
are used to a teenage child using textspeak 
everywhere you will grow into this without 
problem. 

 There are, of course, some quite rude TLAs but as 
this is a family magazine . . . 

You might be tempted to make up your own TLA 
but be prepared to face questions as to the meaning. 
There is plenty of scope as you have 17576 to choose 
from, many more if numbers are allowed.  Be aware 
that not all TLAs are of benefit to mankind. Douglas 
Adams, author of the Hitchhikers Guide to the 
Galaxy once remarked, ‘The World Wide Web is the 
only thing I know of whose shortened form takes 
three times longer to say than what it's short for.’r

And a few more pesky acronyms from Simon Cochemé overleaf

ADVERTISEMENTS  

Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English Bridge) 
take reasonable precautions to protect the interests of readers by ensuring as far as practicable that 
advertisements in the pages of English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its publisher, the EBU, 
cannot accept any undertaking in respect of claims made against advertisers, whether these advertisements 
are printed as part of the magazine, or are in the form of inserts. Legal remedies are available if redress is 
sought, and readers who have complaints should address them to the advertiser, should consult a local 
Trading Standards Office or a Citizens Advice Bureau or their own solicitors. Members should ensure 
when booking holidays that they take suitable precautions to protect their booking: check the company is 
part of a relevant organisation (e.g. ABTA); take out suitable travel insurance; pay at least £100 by credit 
card. Readers should note that prices advertised may not be accurate due to currency exchange rate 
fluctuations or tax changes.
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I am now in the third phase and fighting 
fire with fire:  if partner has played a hand badly I 
say WPB. ‘WPB?’ asks an opponent, ever eager to 
learn. ‘Waste Paper Basket,’ I reply. ‘Rubbish.’ BLOB, 
BLOT and BLOG – Bad Luck Old Boy / Thing / Girl 
– come in handy. TWERP is another one that 
usually gets queried; That was extremely rash, 
partner is the answer. FBI is useful when the 
opponents have stumbled into a thin game or slam, 
misplayed it, and still made it – Fixed By Idiots; 
probably best not to explain. 

I think the Alert area in the bidding window is 
much underused. I occasionally add a comment 
with my final pass – ‘High enough against 
defenders like you’. Or, as I raise partner to game – 
‘She’s playing 'em well today.’ These are popular 
with kibitzers, who can see that the bid has been 
annotated, and will often get a ha-ha to table from 
an opponent. Talking of ha-ha, I have learnt that 
the number 5 is pronounced ‘ha’ in Thai, so 55 is a 
suitable acknowledgement of a witty remark. 

The managers of BBO are in the process of 
implementing a software filter to remove 
unauthorised acronyms: The program is from 
France; MERDE: Machine Elimination of Rude and 
Disparaging Expressions. So now I am going to have 
to type ‘we take four’ in full in the Claim box. r

And a few more pesky acronyms from Simon Cochemé

FBorFW and FWIW Simon has been given the 
opportunity to expand on this subject . . .  

I don’t do social media and I don’t have a mobile 
phone. Most of the acronyms I know are rooted in 
the distant past, in a time when LSD meant Pounds, 
Shillings and Pence, and LOL meant Little Old Lady. 

I was overwhelmed when I first started playing 
online – all those TYPs (is that how you write the 
plural of TYP?) and WPPs flying to and fro. I 
remember when partner put down an extremely 
disappointing dummy and said GLP. ‘Gulp indeed,’ 
I replied and proceeded to go three down, doubled. 
The first time an opponent said wpp to his partner 
I thought the friendly thing to do was to join in. 
‘Not really’ I typed. ‘He could have thrown me in for 
an overtrick.’  

‘It was a private comment,’ I was told.  

‘To the table?’ I queried. The move was called 
before it became physical. 

Over time I have learned to ignore the acronyms. 
If I think my partner has played a hand well, I type 
‘Well played’. If I think the opposition have bid to a 
good game and gone down because of bad breaks, I 
type ‘Bad luck.’  If the opposition have butchered 
the defence and allowed me to make an impossible 
contract, I resist the temptation to type ‘Well done’. 
But if it is the last board of the round I allow myself 
a ‘Thanks, guys’ – typed with a straight face, of 
course.  

click 
 

link

MEMBER BANNED FROM COMPETITIONS 
An EBU Disciplinary Committee recently considered the following charges against Mr Andrew Sobell: 

DThat in a number of online sessions organised by three bridge clubs not affiliated to the EBU, played 
on the Bridgebase Online (BBO) platform between March and June 2020, he was aware of the layout 
of the hands when playing. 

DThis was achieved by ‘self-kibitzing’: when playing under one BBO username, he was watching the 
sessions logged in under a different username, and could thereby see all four hands. 

DThat he took advantage of this information to make calls and plays which he was unlikely to have 
made had he not known the layout of the hands, to the benefit of his bridge scores in those sessions. 

This constituted an offence under paragraph 3.2(iv) of the EBU Disciplinary Rules, being unfair or 
dishonest play. 

The defendant admitted the charges and submitted a plea in mitigation. The Committee imposed a 
sanction of a two year ban from participation in EBU competitions.

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/simon-cocheme
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The current pandemic and associated 
lockdown have brought new possibilities to 
many bridge players and organisers, 

encouraging some who had never intended or 
wanted to play online bridge to try it out, with lots 
of them discovering that they actually quite enjoy 
playing online – especially since the alternative 
would be no bridge at all. 

It has, however, also brought with it a greatly 
increased concern about cheating and there have 
been enough high-profile cases around the world 
reported on websites like Bridgewinners.com that 
we know there is a sound basis for this concern. 
Almost as damaging to our game though is the 
suspicion that has become widespread 
and the ill will created when entirely 
innocent players are asked to 
justify their actions. 

Although the possibility for 
cheating does exist in all 
online games, it is worth 
remembering that it also 
exists in face-to-face games 
and in fact many aspects of 
Unauthorised Information 
are actually greatly reduced in 
the online game. 

A number of things are done to 
improve the security of online games: 
we disallow spectators in our EBU online 
games, we have strict time limits per round, a live 
TD on-site, and there is a record logged of all bids, 
plays and exactly who took how long for each 
action. The record of what took place is actually 
much more detailed online than anything that 
would be available in live games – BBO records all 
table history including private chat between 
individual players at a table and this can be accessed 
by our TDs, although it will only be used for the 
purposes of disciplinary and ethics cases or 
resolving disputes about timing or disclosure. 

It’s also very important to note that these online 
results are linked to the players’ real offline 
presences too – they aren’t just anonymous 

statistics, but are real people playing in the same 
games as others who they may well know from live 
bridge. So while it might be possible for someone to 
do something underhand on a one-off basis (as they 
could in a club, with an accomplice), it’s unlikely 
that they could repeat it many times without their 
actions seeming strange enough that we would 
challenge them about it and indeed this is what has 
been happening with increasing frequency in the 
last few months. 

CHEATING ONLINE IS NO DIFFERENT 
We must be clear: cheating is cheating 

whether online or in a face-to-face game, and it 
is subject to the same disciplinary 

processes, the same sanctions and 
the same likelihood of being 

named publicly if convicted. 
Cases can be brought against 

EBU members playing in any 
online games, whether or not 
organised by the EBU.  

There has just been a 
conviction of one member 
for online cheating, which is 

reported in full in this issue of 
English Bridge (opposite) and 

there are a number of other cases 
in progress at the moment. It is 

expected that these will lead to more 
convictions with appropriate penalties, 

including being publicly named in the magazine 
and on the website. Is it really worth risking all this 
just to improve your results a bit in an online game? 
Are you sure your partner wouldn’t inform on you? 

Finally, those who have concerns about the 
actions of another EBU member should raise them 
with the Secretary of the Laws and Ethics 
Committee, lecsec@ebu.co.uk and should not make 
public accusations or insinuations on social media. 
It is useful for any such report of online bridge 
hands to be accompanied by a link – instructions of 
how to do this are available on the website.          r 

Gordon Rainsford, EBU Chief Tournament 
Director and CEO

Cheating and online bridge
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ZOOM IN ON OXFORD BRIDGE CLUB

Hats off to Oxford Bridge Club who have 
taken the online club night one step further 
and play a BBO game with Zoom running 

in multiple ‘breakout’ rooms. 
By now we are all familiar with the concept of 

playing online. It has many virtues but one thing it 
cannot deliver is the opportunity to meet up with 
bridge friends round the card table. Video-
conferencing goes some way towards renewing the 
social links – albeit virtually.  

Oxford Bridge Club has been combining Bridge 
Base Online (BBO) with Zoom video-conferencing 
since the first week of lockdown in March. The first 
session was, as someone was heard to comment, ‘a 
baptism of fire’ but the rather chaotic attempt to  
play bridge while 
talking with one’s 
fellow players did 
not dampen the 
enthusiasm to 
keep at it! Now, 
many weeks on, 
the technology is 
mastered. A 
typical session 
consists of 15 
boards over five 
rounds or 16 
boards over eight 
rounds. For each 
round a set of four players go into their own 
individual video breakout room where they can see 
and talk to each other but not disturb anyone else. 
Once a round has finished, everyone returns to the 
main Zoom room whereupon the ‘Zoom Host’ for 
the evening (who can also be a player) assigns the 
players to their respective breakout rooms for the 
next round. 

The games bring in a small, but welcome, income 
for the club and the EBU, and the tournaments 
count towards master points and the NGS.  

Oxford BC’s member, Susan Fletcher, said, ‘Video 
bridge captures the social aspect of bridge that so 
many of us are missing at the moment. I strongly 
encourage other clubs to give it a try.’ 

TECHNICAL DETAILS 
Oxford BC has the cheapest level of Zoom 

subscription – £11.99/month +VAT. This stops the 
meeting timing out at 40 mins and allows for 
breakout rooms (up to 50!). Only the host needs the 
subscription; all the other attendees join for free. 

In terms of pitfalls, Zoom is quite thirsty on 
broadband though most home internets cope. There 
is only one member who struggles with this, and he 
joins without video, but can still converse via Zoom 
audio.  

One slight drawback is the time it takes for players 
to be assigned to their respective breakout rooms – 
especially for the first round. You don’t know which 
table or seat position pairs will be in on BBO before 

the first deal, 
so the play has to 

start before 
people go into 

their rooms. 
Practised Zoom 

managers can get 
the break-out 

room 
assignments 

down to a 
minute or two, so 

it is not too bad 
and everyone 

gets 
used to it. Between rounds, when players move 
tables and are assigned to new breakout rooms, the 
process is faster because only East-Wests move and, 
because it is a standard Mitchell movement, E-W 
simply moving down a table each round. 

The club also allows players to choose to verbally 
alert rather than use the BBO self-alert, again 
aligning the game more closely with club bridge.  

Susan Fletcher has written to both BBO and 
Zoom to suggest they get together to automate the 
process so that, when a new round starts, you are 
automatically taken to the correct breakout room, 
which matches your BBO table number. So far she 
seems to be in their queues awaiting attention! 

Courage mes braves. Give it a go.                           r 
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Technology  
Round Up

At the time of writing twelve clubs within BCL had 
signed up to trial a new feature allowing clubs to 
run their own pairs games at a time of their own 
choosing. These can be uploaded to MyEBU.  

DThere are no robots. In the event of a player 
being lost, a substitute will be needed but club 
members generally have other club members 
they can phone. 

DThere is a final time limit, rather than a limit per 
round. This is currently just over 2.5 hours for 
18 boards. 

DClubs do not need to provide a director. 

DResults are sent to clubs in the USBIO XML 
format allowing clubs to upload to the EBU, 
Bridgewebs and Pianola. 

DBCL charges a single set-up fee and players need 
to be full BCL members. Clubs can make their 
own arrangements with their players – which 
they will probably wish to do – in order to cover 
the EBU charge. 

BRIDGE CLUB LIVE

This is one to watch. Stepbridge has been around 
since 2001 and is the official Dutch Bridge 
Federation’s platform. 

DIt is currently being used by the Welsh Bridge 
Union and around ten Welsh clubs. 

DThe platform is currently free and there are no 
facilities to charge players. Registered English 
clubs would have to make their own 
arrangements to charge for games. 

DWhen an individual registers it asks for your 
EBU number, so it does hold the information. 

DStepbridge is looking at ways to translate the 
results into USEBIO so that they are easy to 
upload to the EBU for masterpoints and NGS 
grading. 

DAlmost every Dutch affiliated club uses the 
platform – around 400 clubs in total. 

DStepbridge has provided a club guide here:  
https://tinyurl.com/y4osnanx

STEPBRIDGE

Two more overleaf

BILL HIRST 
1941 – 2020 

Bill Hirst was an outstanding bridge player in and 
for Manchester for many decades. He arrived in 
the city in 1978 where he worked in insurance. He 
was a keen rubber bridge player, who played in the 
big game at Manchester Bridge Club. He also liked 
playing golf, and frequently went to the bridge 
congress in Killarney to participate in both.  

In 1989 he formed a partnership with John 
Hassett; they had many successes, including 
playing for GB in the Senior's World Olympiad 
and winning a silver medal at the Commonwealth 
Games. They qualified to play for England in the 
Camrose Trophy twice, but were unable to play as 
Bill was in Australia.   At national level Bill won the 
Tollemache twice and Crockfords. He and John, 
together with Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield, 
won the Hubert Phillips twice and came very close 
to winning the Gold Cup, losing narrowly in the 
final in 2006. He won virtually every major trophy 
in Manchester, many several times over. 

Bill and his wife Sheila retired to Kent to live 
near their daughter Suzanne, and regularly 
overwintered in Australia, staying with their son 
Andy. Bill often played in the Gold Coast Congress 
while there. In Kent Bill frequently partnered Pat 
Collins for a game of bridge. 

His friend and sometimes partner Mike 
Pomfrey recalls playing golf with Bill after a bridge 
Congress. His son Andy came rushing up to him 
to tell him that ‘the scores are really high, Dad – 
you’ve got a chance’. Bill replied, ‘I’ve got this putt 
for 13’. It hadn’t gone well. At one point he had 
been penalised two strokes for teeing off a few 
inches outside the markers. This turned out to be 
wrong, but Bill just laughed – as in bridge, he 
accepted such misfortune with good grace and 
humour.

https://www.bridgeclublive.com/
https://www.stepbridge.co.uk/
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Wednesday evening in July. Eight tables. 
Two people need a partner, hmm, I 
wonder if they would play together, even 

though one plays weak no trump, the other strong? 

In other words, just like any other club night, but 
the difference is first, that we are playing online, and 
second, that we are playing on a system that did not 
exist on that horrible day in March when we went 
into lockdown and temporarily closed our face-to-
face club in Winchester. 

As soon as lockdown was announced it was 
obvious that we needed to find a way to play 
together without leaving home, but there was a 
problem. There were plenty of ways to play bridge 
online, but they were not designed with clubs in 
mind. Rather, the idea behind sites like Bridge Club 
Live was that you didn’t need to be in a local club, 
you could play with anyone from anywhere, 
whenever you like. Nothing wrong with that; but 
our members wanted to play with and against each 
other, for a touch of normality in an abnormal 
situation. It was possible to arrange club sessions on 
Bridge Base Online (BBO), but only if you had 
access to a BBO director, and BBO was overloaded 
and had stopped appointing new directors. 

I am a software developer and my first instinct 
was (I thought) a simple one. Some years back I had 
written a bridge game for Windows; it was never 
quite finished because I got stuck on the AI (bots 
that play decent bridge), but it understood the 
mechanics of the game. All I needed to do was to 
quickly adapt it for playing online; and the lack of 
AI would not matter because real people would be 
playing. The new site would, unlike existing online 
options, be 100% geared towards clubs. I 
immediately registered the site name: 
yourbridgeclubonline.co.uk. Although I work 
part-time for the EBU this is my own work and not 
an official EBU solution, though I thank EBU 
colleagues for their patience and support. 

Over-optimism is a common problem among 
software developers. Making my existing ‘bridge 
engine’ work on a web site was pretty easy, but the 
user interface another matter. Everything had to be 
rewritten in the language of the web – JavaScript 
and HTML – and work well on screens of different 

sizes, from tablets to PCs and Macs. Another issue 
was that multi-player games have many technical 
challenges compared to solo games. Finally, I had 
not fully considered all the other things needed for 
a web site to work. Registration, club membership, 
some way of enabling players to sit at virtual tables, 
screens for directing, a way of fixing problems like 
taking back bids made in error, organising 
movements, messaging at the table, a way of calling 
the director, results screens, the list goes on! 

The first practices online were hilarious and 
painful in equal measure. ‘Tim, I can’t see my cards.’ 
‘It says it is my bid but it is not.’ ‘I’ve made 4´ plus 
one but my score is only 200’. We had a messaging 
bug; every time someone at a table ‘spoke’, the 
message list got longer and longer, pushing your 
cards further and further down the screen. 

We have made good progress. The essentials are in 
place. We can upload results to Bridgewebs and to 
the EBU. We can do alerting and explaining to EBU 
online standards. There is more to do, but once you 
have the basics it gets more fun and you can dream 
up some nice new features. My goal is to try to 
improve some of the annoyances of online bridge - 
easier said than done – and to continue with the 
strong focus on clubs. We hope to be back playing 
face to face one day, but we think online bridge will 
remain more important than before. 

Can we support other clubs? Could we use some 
help polishing the system? The answer is yes! 
email: info@yourbridgeclubonline.co.uk  
visit: https://yourbridgeclubonline.co.uk 

Tim Anderson, EBU Membership Development Officer 

‘YOUR BRIDGE CLUB ONLINE’

https://yourbridgeclubonline.co.uk/
https://yourbridgeclubonline.co.uk/
emailto:info@yourbridgeclubonline.co.uk
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I am a keen bridge player for club and county 
with a career in technology. Recently I noticed 
that bridge software developers were typically 

not collaborating. If the bridge world was a single 
workspace, we'd be expecting developers of solo 
projects to work together in teams to solve bigger 
problems. So, on the bridge-dev@ forum, I asked 
this question: ‘Can this talented group work 
together in big teams on a small number of globally 
impacting projects?’ No one answered! I wondered 
why and thought I needed a better question. I 
thought about how collaboration between bridge 
software developers could work in practice and 
Hackathons came to mind. For those that don't 
know, a Hackathon is a gathering of software 
developers who, together, in one place and time 
(usually a day or weekend), brainstorm and 
innovate new software and services, then 
collaborate on bringing them to life. 

I reasoned that, if I am 
going to put in the effort 
to ask if there had been 
one, why not say there 
will be an online Bridge 
Hackathon on such-and-
such date, everyone is 
invited and would you 
like to come along? I did 
not know if online 
hackathons for any topic 
had been done before, 
but I knew it could work. 

We needed platforms to work together, primarily 
Discord for communication, Github for our code 
which is open source and Google Cloud Platform 
for where our code runs and services can be 
accessed. It needed organising and promoting, big 
chunks of time, but it felt doable and I believed that 
it would be worth it, even if it just got bridge-loving 
software developers and enthusiasts getting to know 
each other, to experience working together, learning 
together, creating together. This time lots of people 
responded! 

A somewhat high-energy fortnight followed to 
get everything prepared and on the big day, over 80 
people showed up to the Bridge Hackathon discord 

server (discord.gg/HYgkyGK). We started designing 
and coding software and uploading it to our Github 
repository for the world to peer review, to copy, to 
use – and to our GCP platform for 3rd party 
developers to try out. A number of Tech Leads 
started emerging from the developers for the 
various projects who we call ‘Knaves’ – other 
alternatives weren't a good fit! A few weeks later we 
held Bridge Hackathon II, then we started 
crowdfunding and, in two weeks, successfully raised 
over 150% of our target £4K to cover all our cloud 
infrastructure costs.   

Kiat Huang, Technologist (and EBU Director)

BRIDGE HACKATHON

BRIDGE HACKATHON ROAD MAP 
D a continuing platform for bridge-loving 

software developers to collaborate 
effectively 

D to produce innovative and useful online 
bridge services 

D to build an online bridge-playing 
platform, a reference platform for all our 
services 

D as a volunteer organisation, to earn 
charitable status 

D to help grow the bridge software 
developer community 

D ...and to hold more Bridge Hackathons! 

Find out more about Bridge Hackathon here: 
bit.ly/bridge-hackathon 

bit.ly/bridge-hackathon
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Joint Young Player of the Year

L
iz Gahan’s squad leader Michael Byrne 
noted that there were many great bridge 
results in 2019 but, for him, Liz Gahan was 

a stand-out Young Player of the Year: 

‘Liz is just 18 and lives in Solihull where she is 
a key figure at the West Midlands Bridge Club. 
As well as playing there regularly she also 
directs and helps run the sessions. She is also a 
point of contact with the club when it is used 
for training weekends.  

‘In 2019 she played a 
major part in the 
international U21 team 
that enjoyed its best ever 
year. In February she was 
part of the Peggy Bayer 
team that scored 170/180 
VPs in Northern Ireland, 
winning the Butler with 
+2.78 IMPs a board.  

‘At July’s European 
Championships her team 
won the bronze medal, 
equalling our previous 
top performance in 2017 
in Slovakia. She and her partner, Sam 
Anoyrkatis, came joint second on the Butler IMPs.  

‘At the Channel Trophy she was once again on 
the winning team. After a poor first set in which 
we were crushed by the French (50-0) we came 
back and won every subsequent match.  

‘Perhaps more importantly, Liz is a tower of 
strength away from the table. Her maturity and 
responsibility belie her youth, and it was easy to 
forget she was still at school! She is organised, 
efficient and guaranteed to not only turn up on 
time with everything that she needs but also to 
make sure everyone else on the team does so as 
well. When I am captaining teams I often forget 
that Liz is there as a player and not as a coach to 
assist me – she is dedicated to helping others 

and ensuring the best for the team, and she is 
simply a joy to captain.’ Let’s find out more . . . 

How and when did you start playing bridge? 
I began playing in Year 5 when a minibridge club 
was started at my primary school. We met once a 
week in the ICT room to learn about card play 
then eventually about points and contracts. I 
really enjoyed playing minibridge and was excited 
to learn more about it when I left my primary 

school.  

Are your parents bridge 
players ? 

My parents didn’t play 
bridge until I introduced it 
to them. They started a few 
years later as they wanted to 
understand what it was that 
I spent a lot of my time 
doing and talking about. I 
do have three siblings, so 
playing four-person card 
games was very common in 
my family. We often sat 
together and played whist, 
rummy, kings corners and 

canasta. They have yet to learn bridge. 

When did you first play for England as a junior? 
The first time I played internationally was in the 
Czech Republic when I was 13. I was also part of 
the U26 Womens team accompanied by Sarah 
Bell and David Bahkshi in the Netherlands the 
following month. For me, the most memorable 
part of this event was being given a fish pen, 
which I still own, by Sarah … The significance of 
this only dawned on me a few years later1. 

When did you first play in a club – how long did it 
take to become an ace? 

I really cannot remember the first time I played in 
a session at West Midlands which is my local club. 
I first joined in the Beginners Class at the start of 
Year 7 when I left primary school. I played at the 
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club on Friday evenings with a regular partner 
who I have now been playing with for five years 
and have only recently become an ace. 

Where are you at in your life?  
I have just finished my A-Level studies … and it’s 
a surprise that it hasn’t finished with exams, but 
sitting at home instead! My subjects – classic 
bridge player – were maths, further maths and 
physics. I am hoping to study some sort of 
policing course or maths at either UCL or Royal 
Holloway, both London-based, starting in 
September. I believe they both have a bridge club 
which is exciting. I’ll also be playing in the clubs 
in London. Unfortunately, coronavirus has made 
the details of how university (and bridge clubs) 
will work rather uncertain.  

How do you think we could recruit more young 
people into the game? 

I would certainly like to see more young people 
playing. There are so many people that are not 
aware of the game but could be very good at it. 
Having more young people playing would also 
make training weekends more enjoyable. 
(Although, with MGB (Michael Byrne) around 
they couldn’t get more fun. Of course!😀)  

What other games/pastimes do you enjoy? 
Obviously, bridge is best . . . However, I also enjoy 
playing hockey and running which I am excited 
to continue doing during my time at university.  

Do you ever sit down with similar aged friends and 
just play rubber bridge for sheer fun, or is it always 
quite competitive or part of your training? 

After bridge events it is common for us to sit 
down and play a friendly game of hearts or pass 
left. After playing bridge for many hours this is 
always far more fun than competitive. However, 
depending on which event we are at, a game of 
inter-country football is also very enjoyable.  

How do you find online bridge – would you mind if 
all bridge ended up being played online? 

In my opinion playing online rather than in 
person is not as enjoyable because the social 
aspect is lost. I also find that while playing online 
I could be cooking, grabbing a drink, letting the 
dogs out… or indeed doing all three at the same 
time. It is so easy to get distracted and forget that 
it’s your turn to play. One thing that I do enjoy is 
playing on the sofa in my pyjamas. 

I’m sure you find some friends have never heard of 
bridge – how do you explain it to them and can you 
persuade them to give it a go?  

None of my friends has ever been keen to pick it 
up. I often explain bridge as a card game then add 
the word complex when I get asked if its like 
UNO. I find myself explaining how it can be a 
competitive game – how each South player holds 
the same cards to make it fair. Most friends put it 
down to a game of UNO with more rules! 

Do you imagine that bridge will be your career, or 
have you set your sights somewhere else? 

Bridge will always be a hobby of mine, but I don’t 
believe that it will be my main career. I have hopes 
that I’ll be part of the police in some way but am 
not quite sure yet what the future holds.   r

An interview with Ben Norton, joint 
winner of the Young Player of the Year 
Award, appears on the following pages

 

 

 

 

1 SARAH BELL EXPLAINS: I gave a fish pen to 
each member of the first U26 team that I 
captained, as an affectionate joke. I remember 
telling Liz at the time that she'd understand it 
later and just getting a blank look from her. Susan 
Norton (nee Stockdale) was my NPC in my first 
junior international and she gave us each a ‘lucky 
pen’, which I treasured. I then saw the fish pens in 
a shop and thought they were a fun way to 
continue that tradition. 

In poker a fish is a term for a weak player 
(widely believed to be from ‘like shooting fish in 
a barrel’); in junior bridge it's an affectionate 
term. If I said ‘oh you are such a fish’ I'd be saying 
you'd done something daft but in a kind way, and 
it is a commonly used word among juniors and 
ex-juniors of the last 10 years. The pens were a 
‘welcome to junior bridge, here is a lucky pen, I 
hope it makes you smile at the table, don't worry 
about your mistakes’ kind of thing, with a bit of a 
tease thrown in. 

Liz has always been an absolute delight - I am 
so glad she has received this award.
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Ben Norton is one of the darlings of the 
bridge world. First he’s young – he’s 23 years 
old. I am interviewing him as he has won 

the Young Player of the Year Award for the second 
time – he is a mainstay of the youth teams and has 
played for the U21s, and now the U26s, with 
considerable success. England pride themselves on 
having some of the top youth teams in the world.  

However, his greatest success came in January 
this year when he qualified 
to represent England in the 
Open category, beating 
scores of experienced 
international players to bag 
a place in the European 
Championships which were 
supposed to take place in 
June this year. It was a 
gruelling trial, played over 
three long weekends. Each 
time you had to come in the 
top half to qualify for the 
next round and then come 
in the top two in the final 
round to make it onto the 
team. Ben came third with 
Mike Bell, but their exceptional performance 
convinced the selectors that they should win the 
much-coveted vacancy for the third pair in the 
team. It’s a very young side – that relative 
whippersnapper Andrew Robson is now the ‘old 
man of the team’, playing with a gang whose 
average age is in the low 30s, and every one of them 
played in England’s youth teams. What a credit to 
England’s junior squad system. 

How and when did you start playing bridge? 
I first became interested in card games playing 
whist with my grandparents around the age of 
ten, but there are no bridge players in my family. 
All my parents know is that it’s a card game. I only 
moved on to bridge when I reached 
Loughborough Grammar. I started playing every 

lunchtime with two teachers, Duncan Happer, an 
ex-junior and regular partner of mine for the last 
five years, and Mel Starkings, himself an ex-
captain for the England juniors. There wasn’t 
much bridge tutoring in a classroom-style sense, 
rather it was a ‘thrown in at the deep end’, sink or 
swim type, learning through experience. I went 
every day and, at about 13, I started attending 
Loughborough Bridge Club, where I really caught 

the bug and played in every 
session I could. 

When did you first play for 
England? 
My first training weekend 
was in Autumn 2011. My 
first selection was for the 
U20s in the Peggy Bayer in 
February 2013, aged 15. 

How long did it take to 
become an ace, and then to 
become an ace of spades? 
I’m not sure about my NGS 
grade as it is not my 
preoccupation. The NGS 
partnership grade is more 

meaningful, and I remember that Mike Bell and I 
became the top-rated ‘mature’ pair in autumn 
2019, which lasted for almost half a year. 

Tell us where you are in life 
 I’m 23 and have been writing up bridge hands for 
a living for four years now, principally for a 
website called Vu-Bridge, which uses the old 
Autobridge format (you must play the ‘right’ card 
as defined by the author, or make the ‘right’ bid, 
to proceed. It’s not like BridgeMaster), for 
presenting hands over the internet. I also play a 
bit professionally with Mike Bell on a sponsored 
team. Playing opposite sponsors isn’t for me.  

I never went to university as I didn’t see the point. 
There was nothing I wanted to study, I didn’t 
want to waste three or four years, and I didn’t 

Joint Young Player of the Year
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want to be in debt. I might be cynical, but I 
imagine most young people go to university just 
because it’s the done thing and it’s what their 
friends do. That sort of thing doesn’t bother me. 
In life, just as in bridge, it’s essential to back your 
judgement. 

What’s your bridge style?  
I’m more of the technical type of player than a 
psychological one. I don’t really relish getting one 
over on people, but I admit that can be exciting. 
Perhaps I should try to bolster my psychological 
game as I’m certain that the straight, down-the-
middle player is easier to face than the variable 
one who plays the man more than the game. 

I tend to remember my big mistakes more than 
my triumphs. There was one hand I defended in 
the Tollemache a few years ago. I had an 
unremarkable collection and passed as dealer, 
only to witness my partner open 6® in third seat. 
RHO tried 6™ and I ventured 7® on a whim. My 
LHO competed to 7™ and partner doubled. 
Should that be a Lightner double, asking for an 
unusual lead (presumably based on a side-suit 
void), or should it just be denying the ™A, thus 
ruling out 7NT if I didn’t have that card? Well, it 
shouldn’t really have mattered because I had an 
ace in one of the unbid suits and should clearly 
have just cashed it. When I led a crackpot trump 
instead, thinking that it was ‘our hand’ and that it 
would do to sit back and wait, I found myself 
squeezed out of my tA to concede the grand 
slam. (For those of you who are interested, the hand 
was written up by David Burn, English Bridge, Feb 
2018, p44). 

Your partner in the Europeans will be Mike Bell. 
Tell us how often you play together, and what 
preparation goes into your game before the 
tournament starts. 

Before the virus, we played a fair bit in 
tournaments. Now, we have to limit our play to 
the diluted online version of the game. We’ve 
played in the Lockdown League and the 
international Alt and OCBL events. We do some 
bidding practice from time-to-time, but the main 
thing for me is to bone up on our complicated 
system, so I don’t forget the methods. 

I always go through the system the night before a 
tourney, and on the journey (inevitably, there’s 
always some travelling involved from where I live 
in Loughborough). 

If you were in charge of the world – how would you 
recruit more young people into the game?  

The main thing is exposure to the public eye, so 
I’d put bridge on the main television channels. 
Bridge is far, far more interesting than football, 
say, but because people don’t understand it or feel 
that it’s not for them, bridge is nowhere near as 
popular. If there were live bridge matches on 
television and there were press conferences held 
afterwards, featuring the big swings and the 
opinions of the players, just like it’s done in 
football, the game would be more widespread. In 
reality, we have to make do with bridge websites, 
of which there are many excellent ones, but they 
don’t exist for the general public, along with the 
one-off YouTube video and limited media 
coverage. 

Obviously bridge is an obsession but what other 
games/pastimes do you enjoy? 

I don’t have much time for anything else. I work 
bridge, play bridge, read bridge, watch bridge via 
BridgeBaseOnline. To relax, I like watching 
television and films. 

Ever play bridge for money? 
No. There aren’t any rubber bridge clubs where I 
live, although it’s something I wouldn’t be averse 
to trying.              r

An interview with Liz Gahan, joint 
winner of the Young Player of the Year 
Award, appears on the previous pages

The English Bridge Union runs three Junior 
Squads – Under 26, Under 21 and Under 16. 

The squads meet regularly throughout the year 
to practice, and receive expert coaching from the 
squad leaders and other current leading players, 
who give their services voluntarily. 

The England junior teams normally compete 
annually in competitions including: the Junior 
Camrose and Peggy Bayer – against the other 
'Home Nations'; the Channel Trophy – against 
France, Belgium and Netherlands; the European 
Championships (odd-numbered years) with 
qualification for the World Championships 
(even-numbered years); and a number of other 
competitions. https://tinyurl.com/y45vk32f

JUNIOR SQUADS

https://tinyurl.com/y45vk32f
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RELAXED DUPLICATE WITH HELP

CHILL! There’s now a relaxed supported 

duplicate game, run by EBED on 

BridgeBase Online. 

Social distancing has made the progression from 
bridge class to club duplicate a challenge for both 
students and teachers. Aiming to assist those 
without access to supervised play, EBED has 
launched a Relaxed Supported Duplicate. Sessions 
run every Wednesday and Friday at 2pm using pre-
dealt hands. A post-play discussion enables players 
to connect, share and learn in a gentle and 
encouraging environment. The games have been 
well supported and anyone with an NGS grade 6 or 
lower (or no idea what an NGS grade is) wishing to 
join will be warmly welcomed. Some of the players 
have shared their experiences: 

John Morcombe – ‘Bridge is fun and I play it for 

fun. Learning new skills is always exciting and having 

just completed the two-year Bridge for All course I 

was ready for the next stage to progress my game. I 

found the EBED relaxed pairs an enjoyable way to 

play and learn together. 

I enjoy playing bridge with my son, who has just 

finished university, he is learning too. The online 

bridge platforms do a brilliant job of facilitating this, 

playing hands again, sending a tricky hand to a 

friendly expert who pings back a suggestion –Ah of 

course! Why didn’t I think of that? When the situation 

comes up again there is a chance that I might make a 

better decision next time. 

Online bridge offers opportunities to kibitz top 

duplicate players and I enjoy watching their gentle 

extraction of the opponents’ cards, falling as if they 

were joined by a fine thread. However, there is no 

substitute for just playing – club duplicates, relaxed 

EBED duplicates or friendly family online games.’ 

Learning and making progress is an exciting challenge 

– if it was easy it wouldn’t be worth doing!’ 

David Prescott – ‘Every week I review the 

competition boards I have played. Mainly to see how 

the more successful partnerships tackled the hands but 

also to try and identify the mistakes. This, together 

with the hand analysis EBED provides, has definitely 

help me improve my game.’                            Cont/. . . 

Anne Robinson – ‘Thank you for today, we are first 
year beginners and are finding we are learning a lot 
from these sessions, both our bidding and play are 
improving. The zoom sessions when you go through 
the hands are a great help, as is the resource where you 
can replay your own bidding and play of the hands.  

We have also found all players are kind, patient and 
courteous. It makes these sessions an enjoyable, 
relaxed way to further our ‘bridge learning 
experience’. I am really pleased we decided to give it a 
go! Thank you.’  

Sarah Little – ‘Thank you for another good 
afternoon! I am a big fan of your sessions. I am now a 
student on the EBED site - and have access to the 
student zone!!’ 
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Will Morcombe – 
‘We’ve always played 
card games as a 
family. 0nline bridge 
with web 
conferencing has 
allowed us all to 
continue that 
enjoyment while we 
have been unable to 
meet. Although I’ve 

had no formal lessons, a flip chart and friendly 
guidance from my weekly family games gave me 
enough confidence to join in the EBED relaxed 
sessions with my dad. Being able to ask questions and 
undo mistakes takes away any pressures and makes 
the whole experience much more enjoyable. Other 
players chat and put you at ease, so any nervousness 
soon disappears – it’s been a great way to learn’ 

Christine Rajput – ‘I am loving the sessions. They 
are great for us beginners to get into bridge on-line in 
a friendly environment, informative and a really 
efficient format. Thanks again.’  

If this has inspired you to join the EBED games, 
please visit www.bridgewebs.com/ebedrelaxed/ 
for further information.

EBED’S NEW CHIEF EXEC

EBED has appointed a new Chief Executive 
Officer. Giorgio Provenza has a legal background 
and spent the first part of his career in banking, 
both in Italy and in the UK. Over the past twelve 
years he has devoted himself to bridge, working as 
a teacher in South West London and in New York 
City. He is also a teacher trainer and is actively 
involved in the youth game – he is currently the 
squad leader of the national U16s. In 2019 he 
received the Tom Bradley Award for his 
contribution to junior bridge.  

Giorgio takes over from Donna Wright, who 
has built the charity in the last three years. Andy 
Margetts, Chair of Trustees at EBED, commented, 
‘We are delighted to have secured someone of 
Giorgio’s calibre to take EBED to the next stage of 
its development and are indebted to Donna for all 
her work with the Charity.’ 

TEACHING AND YOUTH COME FIRST 
Commenting on his appointment, Giorgio said, ‘I 
am excited to join EBED at such a crucial time 
and want to build upon the excellent work 
undertaken so far, with particular emphasis on the 
new e-learning platform. This will help empower 
teachers to continue growing the game in a 
changing world. I remain committed to recruiting 
more and more youth players to make bridge an 
ever more intergenerational game.’

HELP WITH TEACHING 
BRIDGE ONLINE 

 
If you missed EBED’s great tutorials on 
how to teach bridge on BBO and Zoom, as 
well as tutorials on using other online 
bridge platforms, they can be seen here: 
www.ebu.co.uk/node/3782

https://www.bridgewebs.com/ebedrelaxed/home.html
https://www.ebu.co.uk/node/3782
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EBED-registered teachers are have a fantastic 
new facility to access learning material in the 
future which should help them prepare and 

plan for the new teaching term. EBTA teachers will 
be able to use high quality, up-to-date and flexible 
teaching materials through EBED’s brand new 
learning portal called English Bridge School (EBS). It 
will allow access to a suite of material to support 
online bridge teaching. All current material will still 
be available on the Teacher Zone, but additionally 
the new material held on EBS is available to all 
EBTA teachers who wish to access it. 

In the first instance teaching materials for 
beginners will be online to enable delivery of classes 
from September. Using Google’s G suite, EBED is 
building a bridge resource library with lesson plans, 
presentations, videos, deal files and hand records. 
Teachers will also be able to access a personalised 
classroom for their own students and create their 
own customised slides, handouts and quizzes. There 
will be access to email and shared calendars to 
enable the army of professional and volunteer EBTA 
teachers to schedule lessons and communicate 
directly with students to share news, learning 
material and set homework. 

EBS is available to teachers now, initially with 
lessons to cover the first term of learning. 
Additional lessons will be added to ensure a smooth 

transition into the second and third terms. The 
lesson structure is modular and complements the 
BfA teaching method so can be used either 
alongside the EBED publications or as a stand-
alone resource. As EBS evolves, it will be possible to 
create one’s own online courses in Google 
Classroom and have access to a teacher sharing zone 
to offer resources and share materials. 

Each teacher will have their own online storage 
via a personal and private space which will be held 
securely in the cloud. Additionally, there is a whole 

raft of resources such as videos, 
tutorials and direct links to take 
teachers and students straight to 
the most popular online bridge 
websites. The aim is to create a 
one-stop portal where 
everything a bridge teacher 
could possibly want is readily 
available and just a click away! 

The website has been built to 
ensure it is user friendly and easy 
to use. Even those that have 
never taught online before will 
find everything straight forward. 
To make sure of this, EBED will 
be providing full training to 

teachers via Zoom. This will cover how to register, 
how to access and tailor the material, and how to set 
up classrooms to suit one’s own requirements.  

The great news is EBS will be available free of 
charge to all EBTA teachers. Once registered on the 
website as a teacher, your students will be able to 
gain access to the classrooms by paying a small 
monthly subscription.  

EBED is there to support bridge teaching in all 
the ways it has in the past and is also able to share 
its innovations for the future. If you are an EBTA 
teacher your feedback is very welcome. Why not 
share your stories with how EBS has helped you 
deliver the highest level of bridge teaching.   r

New facilities for online teaching
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All young players (up to U26) can now take 
part in a monthly duplicate tournament. 
Played once a month on a Sunday 

afternoon, the competition is the brainchild of 
Oxfordshire Youth and, undeterred by lockdown, 
juniors from all over the country seemed thrilled to 
have a chance at competition while they had no 
physical school nor university, no sport and no 
chance to see one another. 

Increasingly popular, July’s tournament hosted 
competitors whose ages ranged from 8 – 22 years 
plus a parent and grandparent. The event is not 
limited to Oxfordshire either. Players came from 
the USA, Kent, Sussex, Berkshire, Dorset, London, 
Reading, Cheltenham, Leicester and the Isle of 
Wight. Any junior in the world, who can access the 
internet, is welcome to play in these junior 
lockdown competitions. 

Costing just $3, the games take place on BBO. 
The players are divided into two sections - one 
playing 15 boards and the other 18 boards, 
according to experience. Several of the juniors are 
either current or former members of the Oxford 
Junior Bridge Club, which meets on Sunday 
afternoons at the Oxford Bridge Club when 
lockdown allows. 

Some are old hands at using BBO, but for others 
it has been their first experience of an online 
competition. Armed with some highly original 
usernames, and grim determination, they duly log 
on, as instructed, by 1.45pm – well about half of 
them do. Organiser Holly Kilpatrick said, ‘My 
mobile phone and inbox is awash with anxious 
messages – BBO won’t accept my Username – I can’t 
remember my password – Is it too late to enter? – My 
partner’s pulled out! – Are usernames case sensitive? 
– I can’t find my ipad….’ 

Holly Kilpatrick, Joan Bennet, Kathy Talbot, 
Chris Dawe, John Rowe and the EBU’s Jonathan 
Lillycrop have all played a magnificent role as 
tournament directors and somehow, miraculously, 

managed to solve all the crises. Play has duly 
started, almost on time, and proceeded without 
further dramas. 

Holly Kilpatrick said, ‘Despite no tea and 
personal congratulations, it’s a great way for young 
players to keep in touch and play against their own 
age group’. The next Sunday game will be on 20th 
September. If you’d like to register to play, please 
contact juniorbridgeoxford@gmail.com 

MAY RESULTS 
Top of the 18-board section were Zane Soonawalla 
and Freddie Beneat playing N/S, and Rufus Barnet 
and Marco Vann playing E/W. Nine-year old Leo 
Fleming, and his cousin Ned Blakemore, were the 
top scoring pair of the Novices. 

JUNE RESULTS 
Finn Sheedy and Jay Vyas were the clear winners in 
the 18-board section. Oliver Wardle, who came top 
in the 15-board section, playing with an adult, was 
closely followed by Phedra Kingston and Harriet 
Cork. 

JULY RESULTS - A SIBLING AFFAIR 
Brothers, Andrew and Thomas Bradkin, 11 and 13 
years, enjoyed an outstanding win in the Advanced 
Section and sisters, Verity and Milly Hallam,11 and 
12 years took the podium (metaphorically 
speaking) in the Intermediate Section; both pairs 
being well ahead of the rest of the fields. 

A total of nine pairs of siblings, out of 44 entries, 
took part with brothers, Thomas and Jacob Potter, 
12 and 14, coming second in the Advanced Section 
and Alfie Lawrance, 11, playing with his 
grandfather, Derek Boreham, winning second prize 
in the Intermediate Section.

JUNIOR TOURNAMENT SPECIAL - DO JOIN IN

https://tinyurl.com/yyxofbo5 
and 
https://tinyurl.com/y5vtnrn6

FULL RESULTS AVAILABLE HERE

https://tinyurl.com/yyxofbo5
https://tinyurl.com/y5vtnrn6
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O
n Monday 13th July at 2pm, twelve 
members of Rugby Village Bridge Club 
sat at three tables in the same room and 

played eighteen boards in a three round two-
winner Mitchell movement. Chair of the club, 
Nicky Bainbridge, takes us through the process. 

‘The players were highly co-operative, relaxed, 
and pleased to be playing again. All but one 
immediately booked for the following week. That 
one had a previous engagement. A new player has 
booked in. For the organisers it was tiring, partly 
because of the additional effort, and partly because 
we were stepping into the unknown. 

Weeks of research, planning, procurement, 
documentation, preparation, and communication 
preceded that day.  

REGULATIONS 
At the end of June, I subscribed to the 

government’s daily emails listing the new and 
amended ‘guidance and support’. A huge collection 
of documents, going into every aspect of normal 
life, and many abnormal corners, sometimes 
ambiguous and contradictory, is issued every day. 
The most important areas have been: 

DProhibitions and permissions unlocked the 
potential for bridge on July 4th. 

DGuidance for use of community halls issued 6th 
July and amended on July 15th 

DGeneral guidance for individuals and mitigation 
across transport, retail and bars and restaurants. 

Our venue is a community hall run by a private 
charitable trust. They had support from their trade 
body, ACRE. The ACRE Information sheet 
supported a safe reopening. The venue had already 
hosted a church group, band practice and the 
cricket club. 

PLANNING THE PRACTICALITIES 
We produced a Risk Assessment document using 

the Health and Safety Executive form. The two main 
risks of spreading the virus is touching 
contaminated surfaces and breathing in 
contaminated droplets. There was a detailed 
breakdown of the risks and of their reduction and 
mitigation followed by the policies, processes and 

actions to implement the risk reduction and 
mitigation measures. This told us what to buy, how 
to inform and manage players, how to prepare for 
the day and what to do on the day. 

The venue had been deep cleaned. Signage had 
been installed throughout. Hand sanitiser and 
cleaning materials were available in the room and in 
the toilets.  

Doors were propped open. The room was well 
ventilated, and in some places, a bit cold. Entry to, 
exit from, and movement inside the room were all 
arranged and marshalled to avoid bunching and 
pinch points. The tables were well spaced out 
(1m+). Each table was crossed by Perspex screens. 
Each table had its own set of boards. Each set of 
cards was used only once. Players touched their side 
of the board. East / West took their bidding box with 
them when they moved. Scoring tablets were 
handled only by North. Furniture and equipment 
had been quarantined or cleaned and laid out using 
disposable gloves. Players wore face coverings when 
moving in the room. Coat hooks were distanced, 
and boxes provided for handbags and hats. No 
catering; no cash. 

MOTIVATION 
This is not just about meeting regulations; it is 

about keeping people as safe as possible.  

Bridge is a force for social good. The intellectual 

RUGBY VILLAGE TRIES F2F
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stimulation and the social contact give a lot of 
pleasure and support the mental health of 
participants.  

I have worked hard to keep the identity of the 
club with weekly newsletters, online teaching, an 
informal club competition online and playing 
regularly with many pairs online. Even so, the active 
membership has dropped. I cannot see many 
online-only clubs surviving. To carry on, I felt the 
problems of face to face bridge needed to be tackled.  

GOING PUBLIC 
I shared the work I was doing. The resulting 
publicity, correspondence, assistance, and 
challenges have been fascinating. Talking and 
exchanging ideas, is the way to a positive future. 

THE FUTURE 
No one knows what the new normal will look like. I 
think we will be living in the presence of the 
current, and of other viruses indefinitely. Getting 
together in the same room for any activity will be 
something we think about carefully. The capacity of 
publicly shared indoor space will be greatly reduced. 
Use of equipment and premises will always be 
managed with transmission in mind. 

We can’t wait for the return of the old. We have to 
go to meet the new normal. Let's be optimistic; let's 
try new things; and solve the problems. I am happy 
to share our experience. Stay safe and stay well. 

SCREEN SAGAS 
DFour sets of interlocked screens, 70cm high by 

140cm wide were ordered. The perspex was 
3mm thick. Players’ access to the boards was 
provided by a cut-out in the centre 25cm wide 
and 8cm high. The screens can be parted to 
facilitate storing as two flat items. 

DThe cost (June 2020) was £55+VAT per table, 
but delivery was difficult because the length of 
the screens made them fragile and the suppliers 
would not insure against damage. In the end a 
local supplier was found – Creative Plastics Ltd, 
CV47 8HN. 

DThe screens protrude about 10cm beyond the 
table and sit comfortably between each player 
and the opponents. If you strike the table from 
the side the screens vibrate a little, perhaps a 
slight wobble, but there is no sense of 
insecurity. 

DThe screens were heavy and required two 
people to lift them into place. One had to hold 
the first screen in place and the other had to lift 
the second screen very high to drop it into the 
slot. If they are not aligned carefully the sheets 
get stressed. Even taking the plastic covering off 
while the screens were interlocked produced a 
screen crack as the stresses were too much. They 
need to be handled very carefully, and by the 
middle, because their weight exceeds their 
ability to be moved. Carrying them by the ends 
produced a twist. 

DWould they be better thicker? They would 
probably be too heavy to move unless you have 
strong people to set it up. It would be fine if you 
had a permanent club, but then they would be 
under less stress and 3mm would be fine. 

DThe supplier has been asked to consider 
whether there would be a different solution 
with four half-sized boards. 

DPlanks of wood were bought as a way of lifting 
them. There are placed under the perspex and 
extend beyond to provide a carrying  point. The 
weight is then distributed across both boards. 
This also helped stop scratches on the perspex 
in the boot of the car.    

Nicky Bainbridge can be contacted through 
rugbyvillagebridge@gmail.com

It should be noted that the EBU is not yet 
advising clubs to return to F2F. The EBU’s CEO 
Gordon Rainsford said, ‘Whatever our clubs 
decide going forward, they are strongly advised 
to complete a detailed Risk Assessment to 
ensure compliance with government guidelines 
and to satisfy insurance requirements.’

emailto:rugbyvillagebridge@gmail.com


ACROSS 
1 One’s partner at table, presumably, and scorer (10) 
8 Atypical baronial arrangement — many started out for 

one (8) 
9 Unsociable person turned strange because … (5) 
11 … because some police dropped in looking for 

chemical substances… (5) 
12 … being keen to ruin player’s joints (5) 
14 Stupid to bid a spade when I had nine (7) 
15 About to get setter upset about triplets (7) 
19 Rage exhibited in promotional broadcast (5) 
20 I don’t spread rumour (5) 
21 Very short notes about conflict (5) 
22 After losing pager, soldier found old notes being 

delivered in rapid progression (8) 
23 She works with the pack having previously made link 

with opponents (10) 
 
DOWN 
1 One taking great pleasure (in sunshine) with king 

having two woven things (10) 
2 In diamonds, East crossed his fingers? No, just one of 

them (5) 
3 The more obese sounding merchant (7) 
4 Burgundy waterproof donned (5) 
5 A liberal — one had an excuse (5) 
6 Going against trend in ready meals? Here’s one (8, 

two ‘words’) 
7 Congress for artists wherein Ted’s died of 

embarrassment (10) 
10 They pick up signals from Queen to keep tenace 

(separately) (8) 
13 Elicit a delay in capture of fortress (7) 
16 Ace player in pursuit of vulnerable fortification (5) 
17 Crashed car into landmark (5) 
18 Iberian city from which card game originally  

appeared (5)

Send your entries for the cartoon above (and on 
the front cover) to lou@ebu.co.uk by 29th 
October, or post to Editor, Raggett House, 
Bowdens, Langport, TA10 0DD. 

Congratulations to Graham Tenneson for my 
favourite caption from the last issue, shown 
below the cartoon. Other close contenders were 
William Parker’s ‘This bridge holiday was 
supposed to last two weeks. I’ve been here nearly 
four months’; Dorothy Nattrass’  ‘But I need my 
laptop to play bridge online’; and Brian Gladman’s 
‘Not the take-out response Rob was looking for’. 

Prestat donates a box of its very superior 
chocolates as a prize. The brightly coloured 
boxes, and the scrumptious contents, are the 
epitome of good taste – in all the best ways!

CAPTION  
COMPETITION

After Charlie doubled his partner, the club  
began dropping hints

1

8

9 10

12

18

22

23

20 21

19

15 1716

13

14

11

72 3 4 5 6

CROSSWORD NO 28

Compiled by MERMAN             Answers online, p70
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CAN WE START AGAIN? 
The prime minister is talking 
about dropping the  social 
distancing in November in time 
for Christmas.  In your view, 
would this mean that our club 
could open again? 

Kathleen Mills 

Who knows? It’s entirely 
speculative. Easing of social 
distancing is not the only criterion 
for opening – the virus will not 
have disappeared by November 
and it is most unlikely that a 
vaccine will be available by then. 
Clubs must carry out their own 
risk assessments and if they are 
satisfied, then they can make their 
own decision to open. But we will 
not be recommending general 
reopening while there are too 
many imponderables, and too 
many types of club with their own 
individual issues.            Ian Payn 
                             Chairman, EBU 

STAY SAFE 
The onset of Covid 19 this year 
has made us all acutely aware of 
infection transmission when in 
close proximity of other people.  
I have frequently caught colds 
from club players who play while 
hiding their symptoms. My wife 
and I even stopped playing at 
club level for two weeks prior to 
going on holidays because of 
this.  

I hope the Covid 19 pandemic 
might be a signal to all bridge 
clubs to issue infection control 
guidelines to members, 
discouraging attendance until 
full recovered from any cold or 
flu symptoms in future. 
                           Rob Ownsworth 

OCR SOFTWARE 
I recently started developing 
software to take in an image of a 
bridge deal and output the hand 
in a text format.  I have had good 
early results, and I'm trying to 
decide whether to continue with 
this project.  I would appreciate 
it if you could point me in the 
direction of anyone who might 
find this useful. 

Tom Plick 
tomplick@gmail.com 

RECYCLING BRIDGE BITS 
There must be many people who 
have bridge books and other 
paraphernalia which they no 
longer need and others who 
want it.         

I suggest the EBU put a free 
small ads section in its magazine 
for ‘sales, wants and giveaways’.  
It’s a good feeling when your 
prized possessions go to a ‘good 
home’ whether you sell it or give 
it away. The transactions can 
lead to online friendships and 
the ads can make interesting 
reading for others. Please think 
about it.                      Ian Dalziel 

I would be quite happy to put in 
small ads for bridge-related items 
that are free (barring delivery) to 
others. Unfortunately this cannot 
include items for sale, not even a 
mixture of the two. If anyone 
wants something to be included in 
the next magazine, please email 
me and include your contact 
details, including address.         Ed 

WHERE WAS JUNE? 
I'm not sure why the June 
edition of English Bridge was not 
available in print when lots of 
other magazines and all 
newspapers were still being 

printed despite the pandemic. 

I don't have a portable 
computer and dislike extended 
reading on my desktop so was 
forced to print the whole 
magazine - all 70 pages!  The 
loose A4 sheets soon got into a 
right guddle so I had to punch 
holes and put them into an ring 
binder (see photo).  All this didn't 
take too long, but as a Scotsman 
I shuddered to think of the cost 
of paper and toner.  It just shows 
how much I like the magazine to 
put myself through this pain!       

Ian Dalziel 
  
As the EBU relies on subs from 
each game played its revenues 
have dropped substantially. Doing 
an online edition saved about 
£16,000 and, at the time, the 
printers were unsure whether they 
could fulfil the order.  

You will be glad to know that we 
are back to paper but have merged 
August and October issues into 
September. Then hopefully we'll 
be back to normal from December. 
Fingers so firmly crossed.           Ed 

ROBOTS ONLINE 
The EBU has asked members 
whether robots should continue 
playing in their online bridge 
sessions. But has the robot 
community been consulted? 
Some of my best friends are 
robots and I am sure they would 
welcome the opportunity to 
contribute to the debate. 

Brian Gladperson 

BRIDGE SPIN-OFFS 
Cricket has attracted many new 
fans by introducing new formats 
such as one day internationals 
and 20-20. To old fogies like me 

Send your letters to the editor, Lou Hobhouse 
Raggett House, Bowdens, TA10 0DD, or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk 

The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does 

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR

Cont/p61
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Congratulations to the newly promoted 
Grand Masters: 

Stephen Whittleton, Direct UK 

David Willis, Dorset 

Robert Elliott, Essex 

Jackie Pye, Lancashire

 
Landmark Promotions 

March 2020 – July 2020

Avon 
Life Master 
Jack Terry 
Regional Master 
Ken Griffin 
Marguerite Lihou 
Master 
Roger Boothroyd 
Giles Duncan 

Bedfordshire 
Regional Master 
Peter Flippant 
Master 
Charles Goldson 
Dale Squire 

Berks & Bucks 
Regional Master 
Dominic Cooke 
Richard Holt 
Master 
Ian Brown 
Peter Clough 
Paul Ellis 
Chris Ive 
Helen Jennison 
Jane E Morris 
Iain Oldcorn 
Stephen Silver 
Brea Stephens 
Kenneth Swarbrick 
Geoff Ward 

Cambs & Hunts 
Regional Master 
David R Joy 
Barry Lowe 
Master 
Dick Perry 

Andrew Roberts 

David Small 

Cornwall 
Life Master 
Alan Biggs 
Master 
Henry Gompertz 

Cumbria 
Regional Master 
Sandra Bell 
Master 
David Marsden 
Keith Ridley 
Joan Shaw

Derbyshire 
Regional Master 
Clive Case 
Master 
Janet Hobbs 
Michael Vick 

Devon 
Master 
Venetia Anoyrkatis 
Jenny Elsworthy 
Steve Munns 
Jill Porter 
Elizabeth Timbrell 
Claudette Uff 
Gail Yianni 

Direct Overseas 
Master 
Ed Hoogenkamp 
Olivier La Spada 

Direct UK 
Grand Master 
Stephen Whittleton 
Master 
ERhonda Collins 
Richard Collins 
Margaret English 
Ian Forbes 

Dorset 
Grand Master 
David Willis 
Life Master 
Mike Ullyett 

Essex 
Grand Master 
Robert Elliott 
Life Master 
David Tennet 
Regional Master 
Graham Olliffe 
Master 
Les Allen 
David Gable 
Jim Kenneally 
Alison Lowe 
Jennifer Mullins 
Sid Quattrucci 
Anne Smith 

Gloucestershire 
Life Master 
Ben Ritacca 
Master 
Carol Cowlishaw 
James Wellsted 

Hants and I.O.W. 
Master 
Jane Bolwell 
Sue Drysdale 
Gary Ellis 
David Hunt 
Abha Patel 
Patrick Reynolds 
Phillip Runchman 
David Walton 

Herefordshire 
Life Master 
Paul Smith 

Hertfordshire 
Regional Master 
Paul King 
Andrew Ward 
Master 
Ray Cole 
Sue Montague 
Gill Moores 

Isle of Man 
Master 
Judy Jeavons 
Kent 
Life Master 
Sharon Bayne 
Regional Master 
Franco Carlotti 
Andrew Collins 
Patricia Sainsbury 
Master 
Carole Barty 
Richard Cheshire 
Malcolm Forsythe 
Thomas Gardner 
Alan Garlinge 
Christine Gibbons 
Fredrik Helness 
Christopher Hunt 
Jim Routledge 

Lancashire 
Grand Master 
Jackie Pye 
Master 
Margaret Barton 
Jean Birkett 
M Exley 
Terry Fleetwood 
Steve Gregson 
Stephanie Sutcliffe 

Leicestershire 
Regional Master 
Mary Johnson 
Master 
Christopher Horner 
Ruth Johnson 
Chittaranjan Soni 
Susan Tyler 

Lincolnshire 
Life Master 
Mike Llewellyn

Regional Master 
Andrew Lewis 
Mark Wardell 
Master 
Nigel Haslam 
Pat Haslam 

London 
Regional Master 
Stelio Di Bello 
James Mates 
Master 
Myra Chapman 
Pearse Elder 
Paul Nicholas 

Manchester 
Regional Master 
Sally Bray 
Master 
Martin Cousins 
Shirley Horwich 
Sheila Ridings 

Merseyside & 
Cheshire 
Regional Master 
Avril Thompson 
Master 
David Bosworth 
Julia Fletcher 
Christine Hughes 
Richard Peate 

Middlesex 
Regional Master 
David Goldberg 
Eduard Malhasyan 
Madelaine Sheldon 
Master 
Natalie Hoff 
Eshan Singhal 

Norfolk 
Regional Master 
Tam Payne 
Gloria Smith 
Philip Sutton 
Master 
Mark Ramsay 

North East 
Life Master 
Beverley Godfrey 
Master 
Bob Lyon 
Ian Mordue 
Richard Souter 
Stuart Wigham 
John Wildman 
Mike Wood 

Northamptonshire 
Master 
Brian Bamford 
Alan Brown 
Maggie Kinch

Nottinghamshire 
Master 
L Chawner 
Patrick Gaudart 
Clive Goode 
Olive Holmes 
David Pratt 
David Tillcock 

Oxfordshire 
Regional Master 
Patricia Hones 
Claire MacDonagh 
Master 
Linda Allen 
Graham Arnold 
David Basham 
Robert Galland 
Irene Lascelles 
Ann Lynch 
Andrew Murray 
Elizabeth Thomas 
Gwen Turner 
Peter Wright 

Somerset 
Regional Master 
Simon Brooke 
Grant Weston 
Master 
Jean Dixon 
Barbara Hall-Palmer 

Suffolk 
Regional Master 
Paul Flavell 
Celia Jeal 
Master 
Tim Evans 
Jayne Hunnable 
Maria Hunt 
Graham Johnston 
Toby Mace 
Paul Pearce 
Linda Powell 
Kathy Rose 
Norbert Voelker 
Nancy Williams 

Surrey 
Life Master 
Michele Lundquist 
Gerard Thompson 
Regional Master 
Phil Devon 
Philip Goldenberg 
Master 
Isabel Correia 
John Gallagher 
John Gill 
Gabor Kereszturi 
Kurt Kuhn 
Mieke Kyle 
John Luckman 
Christophe Nigond 
Jane Nind 
Graham Parker 
Roger Perry 
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Douglas Rounthwaite 
Roberta Rounthwaite 
Ivan Ruben 
Mike Snailham 
John West 
Maggie West 
Andy Yule 

Sussex 

Regional Master 
Sheena Bassett 

Master 
Nick Goslett 
Robert Lowe 
Stuart Thornton 
Christine Till 

Warwickshire 
Life Master 
Linda Stocks 

Regional Master 
John Wright 

Master 
Beryl Ambrose 
Jean Brown 
Philip Bushill-Matthews 
Cliff Daniel 
Adrian Morris 
Ken Richardson 
Sarah Smith 

Westmorland 

Master 
Steven Barron 
Andrew Smith 

Wiltshire 

Regional Master 
Tim Kiteley 
Anne Rogan 

Master 
David Brown 
David Burchell 
Joseph Clark 
Peter Gooch 
Helen Parkes 
Mike Porter 
Liz Roberts 
Phil Russell 
Elaine Rutland 
Richard Turner 
Jana Zlamalova 

Yorkshire 

Regional Master 
Keith Joules 

Master 
Maimi Bairstow 
Martin Evans 
Christopher Gilbert 
John Guest 
John Hoggard 
Rob Johnson 
Colin Marsh 
Judy Muir 
Kathy Pearson 
Ros Rawson 
Gillian Rayner 
Irene Rothnie 
Christine Willey 
Chris Wilson

they aren’t really cricket! Not so long ago 
I didn’t like online bridge even though it 
is preferable to real bridge in some ways 
– you can’t revoke or lead out of turn. 
Similarly, in Speedball tournaments 
there is no time to think.  

Then it dawned on me that my dislikes 
may be  attractions compared to F2F 
bridge for young people. But the bidding 
and advanced play are obstacles to 
newcomers – as well as the arcane way of 
pairs scoring. Maybe a new format of 
bridge could attract more players.  All 
this was inspired by a couple of articles 
by Tom Townsend recently in the Daily 
Telegraph. 

My suggestions are that it should be 
fast aka Speedball. There should be no 
vulnerability. It should be a Goulash 
format which requires little 

sophisticated bidding and no worry over 
the strength of the NT.  

The scoring should be much simpler. 
The lowest bid, 9®, scores 100, but so 
does 9NT. 10® (10 tricks obvs) scores 
200. Overtricks are worth 10 each, and 
undertricks are 100 each. There are still 
special bonuses for small and grand 
slams. 

It’s not really bridge – but it might be 
the first step to attracting the punters in. 

Keith George 

A Goulash pairs is an excellent notion. I'm 
all for it, at least once in a while. As well as 
being good fun, it's a highly cerebral game, 
unsuited for fast play. Bridge scoring can 
be hard to learn, but I don't think devising 
a new scoretable for Goulash would help 
much.                                 Tom Townsend

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, cont from p59

Beaconsfield BC Virtual - Berks & Bucks 
Tuesday, 1pm ´  Brookdale Virtual BC – Merseyside & Cheshire            ́

Thursday, 10am 

Church Hill BC Virtual – Surrey 
Friday, 10am ™  Darlington Online BC – North East     ™   

Wednesday, 2.15pm 

East Horsley BC Virtual – Surrey 
Monday, 7.15pm ®     Fyfield BC Virtual -  Essex     ® 
Wednesday, 10am 

Haddenham No Fear BC Virtual - Oxfordshire 
Monday, 6.30pm 

Harlequin BC Virtual – Sussex 
Wednesday, 7.15pm t  Seaford BC Virtual – East Sussex  t 

Wednesday & Friday, 7pm

WELCOME TO OUR  
™ NEWLY AFFILIATED CLUBS ™
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W N E S         

1t 
Dble 3t 3´ 4t 
? 
 
 

Pass.   You have already bid your hand. Your partner 
may have done well to push the opponents up to the 
four level. Unless they make precisely ten tricks, you 
should get a reasonable score from defending.  

  

 

W N E S         
3t 3´ Pass 

? 

 

Pass. When defending against a pre-emptive 
overcall, it is normal for the player entering the 
bidding to assume something like eight points 
opposite, rather than a Yarborough. Your six HCP is 
actually a bit less than partner is expecting and so 
no reason to raise. 
 
 

 
W N E S         
1NT1 Pass 2®2 Pass 
2´ Pass 2NT Pass     
? 
112-14, 2 Stayman 

3NT. Your partner’s sequence shows the values to 
invite game in no trumps with four hearts. While 
with 13 HCP you are mid-range for a 12-14 1NT, 
you have better than average intermediates and two 
good 4-card suits offering playing potential.        r

 
W N E S         
? 

 

 
 

1®. Holding three four-card suits and a singleton 
diamond, you should open 1®. If you opened 1™ or 
1´, you would have an impossible rebid facing a 2t 
response – a 1´ opening and a 2™ rebid would show 
at least five spades and four hearts. 
  

 
W N E S         
1™ 2t 2™ 3t 
? 

 
 

3™. With a six-card heart suit and a singleton 
diamond, there is every chance that both sides have 
a nine card trump fit, in which case 3t and 3™ 
could both be makeable contracts. Do not worry 
about having only 12 HCP. If you had a better hand, 
wishing to invite game, you would make a game try 
double.     

W N E S         
1t Pass 1´ 2® 
? 
 
 

Pass. South's overcall relieves you of the obligation 
to make a rebid because partner will have another 
chance even if you pass. If you had six diamonds, 
you could go ahead and bid 2t despite the overcall. 
As it is, you have a minimum opening and no suit 
you wish to stress so can happily leave the next 
move to partner.

Answers to Questions on Page 12

Club Bidding Quiz                  by Julian Pottage

click 
 

link

Hand 1 
´ Q J 8 7 
™ Q 10 4 2 
t 3 
® A Q J 3

Hand 2 
´ A 10 9 
™ A 9 7 6 4 3 
t 2 
® K J 7

Hand 3 
´ 8 
™ A 6 3 2 
t A Q 7 5 2 
® Q 10 5

Hand 4 
´ K 8 6 4 
™ A Q 4 2 
t 6 5 
® K 10 2

Hand 5 
´ K 10 6 
™ K 8 7 2 
t 6 3  
® 9 7 3 2

Hand 6 
´ K J 10 2 
™ 9 3 
t A Q 8 
® Q J 10 7

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/julian-pottage


https://www.arenatravel.com/bridge-holidays/
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Learning bridge in lockdown

Sam Kelly is the EBU’s Communications 
Officer and her mother has taught bridge to 
people all over the Isle of Man where she grew 

up. Finding herself there for lockdown , although 
still working, it seemed the perfect moment for Sam 
to finally learn bridge. Here she describes the 
experience: 

My mum has been pestering me to learn bridge 
for as long as I can remember. However, since 
lockdown I have dipped my toes into this wonderful 
game. I have found that learning on a computer 
screen has made it both easier and harder than 
learning at a table. Here are my thoughts on that: 

THE GOOD BITS 
DIt is easier to schedule a time to learn bridge 

during this enforced lockdown period. There is 
no escaping when asked to join a Zoom call, I’ve 
got nowhere else to go in the evenings!  

So I’ve joined a couple of sessions with my mum’s 
students. She has been teaching bridge for a few 
years and also written a book Learn with Liz, 
available from the EBU shop.  

She sets up two virtual teaching tables on BBO 
with three students and a teacher at each. This 
worked quite well as I find I learn much quicker 
by doing rather than by reading or listening. 

DWith online bridge you can jump straight in and 
start playing. Chatting and talking through with 
the rest of the table by way of one of the many 
online conferencing apps is invaluable. I had a 
little knowledge of the basics of bidding and card 
play before starting, which helped. 

DYou don’t even have to sort your cards as they are 
all there sorted into suits for you meaning you 
don’t find an ace hiding behind another card at 
the end of a game. You can see all your cards 
clearly on the screen. During the bidding you 
can’t bid out of turn or make an insufficient bid – 
the computer won’t let you. When playing online 
you can’t revoke – accidentally play a card from 
another suit if you have the suit led.

THE PROBLEM AREAS 
DThe most difficult thing to remember is the 

difference between your cards and dummy’s. 
When playing a contract in bridge as declarer you 
play both your hand and your partners who 
becomes dummy. At a real table, dummy’s cards 
are laid face up on the table for all to see. But 
online I often find myself forgetting which hand is 
mine and which is dummy’s as they are both on 
the screen, one at the top and one at the bottom. 
The other players can see dummy’s but not mine. 
As declarer I find I can’t remember which hand 
they can see. 

 

DIt is also more difficult to learn or remember how 
to plan your play, and to have a route back to the 
table or back to your hand. Though I think this is 
probably also the case at a table. I also find that I 
spend a few seconds waiting for the cards to 
disappear after the trick has been won before 
playing the next card, but they never do. I have 
learnt that by tapping the screen again they will go 
away –  all little things. 

I’m not saying bridge is an easy game because it 
isn’t and you shouldn’t expect to master it in a few 
weeks. It’s certainly a fascinating game and can be 
enjoyed at any level and by just learning the basics 
you can have hours of fun.
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Bridge Club Live, the only online bridge club 
based in the UK, started around 25 years ago 
with membership building up steadily. 

Unsurprisingly, given the circumstances,  
membership has recently multiplied several times 
over, as happened with other online bridge clubs. 
Aside from accommodating so many additional 
players, many new to playing online, BCL has 
introduced some features so that members of any 
particular F2F (face-to-face) bridge club can, 
amongst other things, recognise and find other 
members of their club when in BCL. 200 bridge 
clubs have registered for these facilities. 

Our Coaching Room, where we accommodate 
Supervised Play Practice sessions, has also become 
several times busier, and BCL is delighted to have 
appointed Suffolk’s Celia Jeal to the Management 
Team as Head Teacher. Celia has been one of our 
most prominent coaches for many years. At the time 
of writing, it is planned to introduce an annexe to 
the club for teachers to teach bridge. On the EBU 
web site is a link to an EBED Tutorial for coaches 
and teachers using BCL. The tutorial has been 
posted on YouTube and features, in addition to 
Celia, EBED’s Jacks Morcombe. 

Celia coaches, Carmen chooses!

Bridge Club Live                     by Barrie Partridge

click 
 

link

 
´ K Q 10 6 
™ A K 10 9 
t 7 5 
® K J 5 

´ J 9 4 2 ´ A 8 5 3 
™ J 6 3 ™ Q 
t 10 9 8 2 t A K J 6 3 
® 3 2 ® 8 7 4 

´ 7 
™ 8 7 5 4 2 
t Q 4 
® A Q 10 9 6

N 
W      E 

S

The above deal occurred in a recent match in our 
Annual Teams Championship and shows the 
importance of the Principle of Restricted Choice. 
South played in 4™ at both tables. 

At one table, where EW had been silent, declarer 
started trumps by cashing the ™A and when the ™Q 
dropped, continued with the ™K, and drifted one 
off. 

The Principle of Restricted Choice states that if 
East has QJ and plays randomly when following 
suit, it is twice as likely, when the queen is played, 
that the queen was singleton rather than doubleton 
with the jack. 

Sitting South at the other table was Carmen Ruiz-
Castell, partnering Devon’s David Southcombe. 
Having originally met in Bridge Club Live, they also 
play face-to-face together in both England and 
Spain. Carmen crossed back to her hand after seeing 
the ™Q drop, and then finessed West for the ™J, 
making her contract for a critical 11 IMP gain in the 
match to reach the Semi-Finals. Admittedly, there 
was a little help in the fact that East had overcalled 
in diamonds at her table, which also suggests more 
space in the West hand for the ™J, but if you 
consistently follow the Principle of Restricted 
Choice, you will gain twice as often as lose!  r

UK-based Bridge Club Live offers

D Fast, fun and friendly bridge 24/7 in a 
format that suits you 

D Dedication to Best Behaviour at Bridge 

D Drop-in Drop-out MP Pairs and social games 

D Individual, Improvers and IMP Pairs  

D Tournaments and Teams events 

D Full bidding and play records of every deal 

D System cards for partnerships 

D Discussion forums and members’ reunions 

D EBU Master Points 

D Free coaching by senior members

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/barrie-partridge


www.ebu.co.uk 67September 2020 English Bridge

Signalling in defence can be a tricky issue. We 
all learn to signal in order to help partner. The 
problem is that declarer is also watching. 

Declarer on this deal from a matchpointed 
Funbridge Points tournament read the hand well to 
make his contract, but his cause was assisted by 
gratuitous signalling from both defenders.

That’s the first hurdle overcome. Now you want 

to return to hand, so you play a club to the king. On 

this trick, you should pay particular attention to the 

defenders’ cards. West follows with the ®4 and East 

with the ®7. Where is the ®2? It looks like both 

defenders have started a high-low, so it would seem 

that the clubs are breaking 4-2. That’s useful 

knowledge that you can store away for later use.  

Now you can lead a low diamond towards 

dummy’s jack. West goes in with the tQ (East 

pitching a heart) and switches to the ™Q, but you 

are in control now. You win with the ™A and play 

the tJ. West takes the tA and exits with the ™J. 

You now have one spade, two hearts and two 

diamonds, so all that remains is to add four club 

tricks to your tally. When you cash the ®A, both 

defenders complete high-low signals, West with the 

®3 and East with the ®2. You play a club to the ten 

and, as expected, West discards. The ®Q and the 

tK give you nine tricks and an excellent board. 

There are times when you must signal as a 

defender, because partner needs information. There 

are also times when signalling does your side no 

good at all, but can only help declarer. The club suit 

on this deal is a case in point: what use is knowing 

your club length to partner? None at all. As you can 

see, though, the defenders’ signals helped declarer 

solve what would otherwise have been a nasty guess. 

Yes, West was known to hold five diamonds to East’s 

one, so he rated to be relatively short in clubs. It was 

quite possible, though, that spades and clubs were 

both splitting 3-3 rather than 4-2 and 2-4 

respectively.  

Declarer might guess right anyway, but he equally 

may not. The old wartime adage that ‘Loose talk 

costs lives’ can also be applied at the bridge table. 

Giving away gratuitous information costs contracts.

What’s Good for the Goose...

Funbridge Competitions                    by Marc Smith

         West        North     East       South 
                                                     Pass 
         1t            Dble        Pass        1NT 
         Pass          2NT        Pass        3NT 
         All Pass

You are South, West leads the t6, which runs 

around to your eight. You now have six top tricks. 

Despite 25 HCP and knowing where most of the 

defenders’ high cards lie, this is still not a great 

contract. You can make one spade trick, and you can 

also establish a second diamond trick by force. The 

problem is that you cannot afford to lose the lead 

too often: a heart switch looks particularly 

unwelcome. Your first move is to play a spade from 

hand. West cannot afford to rise with the ´A, as 

doing so would give you two tricks in the suit, so 

dummy’s ´K wins.

 
Game All. Dealer South. MP Pairs 

´ K 6 4 2 
™ A K 5  
t J 9 4 
® A 9 5 

´ A 10 8 3 ´ J 7 
™ Q J ™ 10 9 6 4 3 2 
t A Q 10 6 3 t 7  
® 4 3 ® J 8 7 2  

´ Q 9 5    
™ 8 7 
t K 8 5 2 
® K Q 10 6

N 
W      E 

S

r
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Michael’s Interference Quiz from page 18

Hand 1 Hand 2 Hand 3 
´ K J 9 5 ´ 4 ´ A 9 2 
™ 10 7 6 4 3 2 ™ A 9 7 5 4 ™ Q J 10 7 5 
t 2 t K 7 6 3 t Q 8 6 
® A Q ® A Q 7 ® K 3

With both sides vulnerable you overcall 1™ 
and the bidding is as shown. What is 
your next bid as East?

ANSWERS
Hand 3 should pass. You can’t be certain that you 

were making 2™ but it seems that you will just 
have too much work to do in 3™ even if you find 
partner with a top honour in hearts and short 
diamonds, Facing something like  

´Qxxx ™Kxx txx ®Qxxx  

you are one off on top and will struggle to get out 
for two off on accurate defence. Meanwhile you 
might get a plus score against 3t. 

Hand 4 can just about justify a bid of 3™, as the 
strong trumps and void diamond give it extra 
playing strength, and the ´10 will come in useful 
as well. Facing something like  

´xx ™Axx tQxxx ®Jxxx 

you should come to 9 tricks on a normal day, and 
3t is going at best one off.                                  r

Hand 1 should compete with 3™. 6-4 hands have 

great playing strength and this more than makes 

up for the poor trump suit. The black suit finesses 

are likely to be right and you can probably reach 

dummy in trumps. Something like  

´Qxx ™QJx txxx ®Jxxx 

gives you a fair play for 9 tricks, and 3t will 

certainly make.  

Hand 2 should double for penalties. You hold four 

probable tricks, and being on lead with a 

singleton is a great asset. If you can give partner 

the lead then you can get a ruff and he will have 

so many possible cards of entry. There is a good 

chance of +200, but in practice I would expect 3t 

to go for 500 most days of the week.

    W          N          E          S 
                 1t        1™        2t 
    2™         3t        ?

Hand 4  
´ A Q 10 7 
™ K Q J 8 4 
t – 
® 7 6 5 4

Do compete aggressively when you have extra 

trumps and a hand rich in playing strength.  

Do look carefully at the vulnerability and 
weigh up, not only whether or not you will 
go down in your contract but what you 
might get off the opponents if you elect to 
defend.  

Don’t compete further with balanced hands, if 
you have significant extras – try doubling 
instead, which is normally more lucrative 
as well as more exciting. 

Don’t be afraid to concede the occasional -670, at 
duplicate pairs this isn’t normally much 
worse than -140. If you don’t double a 
making part-score now and again then you 
aren’t doubling enough.

Let’s remind ourselves of the Dos and Don’ts of competing further
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Make the opponents do the work. Quiz from p10

ANSWER
ANSWER

          ´  K J 9 5 
          ™  K 7 5 3 
          t  K 7 
         ®  K 4 3 
               
               
               

           
         ´  A Q 10 6 2 
         ™  J 8 2               
         t  A 3 
         ®  A 8 2

N 
W      E 

S

Hand 1: South 
plays in 4™. 

West leads the tQ

  W        N        E       S 

                                 1™ 
  Pass     3™       All Pass

  W        N        E       S 

                                 1´ 
  Pass     3NT1   Pass  4´   
  All Pass 
  1 A balanced raise to 4´

          ´  Q 7 4 
          ™  K 8 6 2 
          t  K Q 9 
         ®  J 6 2 
               
               
               

           
          ´  5 3 
          ™  A 10 9 7 5 
          t  A J 2 
         ®  A 10 5

N 
W      E 

S

Preliminary Analysis: 
West leads the tQ and you might realise that you 
would have been better off in 3NT as there are nine 
top tricks. Well, we are all better players with 20-20 
hindsight and, in any case, you can’t rewind the 
auction. There is a danger of losing three hearts and 
one club. Assuming that trumps split no worse than 
3-1, can you guarantee your contract? 

Preliminary Analysis: 
You wisely reject North’s game invitation with your 
5·3·3·2 hand and settle for a part-score. Even that is 
not safe with two spade losers, a possible trump 
loser and two likely club losers. The defence play 
three rounds of spades, so you ruff and try two top 
trumps. Nope, they don’t split – East started with 
™QJ3. Can you still make your contract? 

´ K J 9 5 
™ K 7 5 3 
t K 7 
® K 4 3 

´ 7 4 ´ 8 3 
™ Q 10 4 ™ A 9 6 
t Q J 10 9 4 t 8 6 5 2 
® 9 6 5 ® Q J 10 7 

´ A Q 10 6 2 
™ J 8 2 
t A 3 
® A 8 2

N 
W      E 

S

´ Q 7 4 
™ K 8 6 2 
t K Q 9 
® J 6 2 

´ J 10 9 6 ´ A K 8 2 
™ 4 ™ Q J 3 
t 10 7 6 3 t 8 5 4 
® K Q 8 3 ® 9 7 4 

´ 5 3 
™ A 10 9 7 5 
t A J 2 
® A 10 5

N 
W      E 

S

Hand 1: You have to make the opponents open up 
the heart suit. If they do, you are guaranteed a trick 
there or, depending on how you look at it, only two 
losers in the suit. 

Win the diamond lead somewhere, draw trumps, 
cash the other high diamond (so the enemy have no 
easy exit card) and play three rounds of clubs. 
Whoever is on play now is stuck, forced to open up 
the frozen heart suit or provide a ruff-and-discard. 

If they do lead a minor suit you must ruff on table 
and discard a heart from hand, ensuring that you 
only lose two hearts and a club. Here’s the full deal: 

Hand 2: The club suit is probably frozen, so you 
must make the enemy lead the suit. After three 
rounds of spades (ruffed) and two top trumps you 
must cash your three diamond winners to remove 
the opposition’s exit cards. Now you get off play 
with a trump, forcing East on lead with only black 
cards to lead. A ruff-and-discard would allow you to 
dump a club loser, so he leads a club, through the 
®A. You play low and let West have the trick. West 
is well and truly stuffed now. A club lead would run 
into your tenace and anything else (a spade or a 
diamond) would furnish a fatal ruff-and-discard. 
You’d pitch a club from one hand and ruff in the 
other, disposing of your losing club.

Hand 2: South 
plays in 3™. 

West leads the ´J
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ALAN WILLIAMS 
1947 – 2020 

 
Alan Williams was the General Manager of the 
EBU from 1994 to 1998. Although his first love 
was chess, he was a proficient bridge player, 
though not well known. He saw this as an 
advantage to his role. His aim was to ensure the 
EBU was courteous, efficient and responsible and 
provided the service that members wanted. 

Asked by English Bridge about this attitude to 
bridge, he said, ‘I was recently thinking about 
bridge as a ‘sport of the mind’ and looked up the 
meaning of sport and found the definition 
‘amusement, diversion, fun’. And that’s what I 
think bridge should be – a game to be enjoyed.’ 

Alan returned to Bristol after his time at the 
EBU and was chairman of the West of England 
Bridge Club for several years, until he stepped 
down in 2019 due to ill health.

 
STUART WHEELER 

1935 – 2020 
 

Stuart Wheeler founded the hugely successful spread-betting business, 
IG Index, and was a major donor to political and human rights’ causes. 

He started playing bridge at Eton and represented Oxford University 
in the Varsity Match from 1956 before captaining the team in 1958. He 
also played high stakes rubber bridge and was the senior member of 

the Portland Club which he joined in 1963. He would have been elected earlier had it not been for his 
impecuniosity at the time. His initial candidacy was blocked by the 10th Duke of Marlborough on the basis 
that His Grace did not object ‘to paying for a feller’s horses but I am not paying his rent’. 

Wheeler was a generous host and arranged regular rubber bridge for his friends both at his home – 
Chilham Castle in Kent – and most memorably at his annual Bridge Week at his wife Tessa’s home in Tangier 
over some 35 years. In 2019 he became too unwell to travel to Morocco and recreated the event in Kent. 

A man of great intellectual rigour who had a fascination with probability in all its forms, Wheeler was still 
travelling out to Las Vegas to play in the World Poker Championships at the age of 84. Bridge, however, was 
his great love and it was a source of enormous pleasure to Wheeler and his teammates that he was able to 
play every other evening for the last four months of his life in the EBU Lockdown League. He had never 
played bridge online but was soon relishing the competition; that his team earned promotion from Division 
5 to Division 2 gave him great satisfaction and, indeed, almost his final words to his team captain were to 
enquire whether yet further promotion was mathematically possible. 

His death severs one of the last links with a golden age of gambling on cards.                Christopher Kemp 
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