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discussed,as my views are always considered partial. 
However, I’m coming out of the No-Fire Zone to 
publicly declare how great the EBU is, and why I’m 
so proud to be a part of it (and yes, I may be biased). 

Since March the EBU has taken a huge number of  
initiatives to tailor online bridge to suit English 
clubs and congresses. The management team, IT 
and competitions staff worked absurdly hard to get 
up to speed incredibly quickly – introducing online 
bridge games within a week of the first lockdown. 
They negotiated terms with bridge platforms to 
allow clubs to run profitably as virtual clubs, and 
provided directors for these games as required and 
24 hour helplines to those struggling with the 
technology. A couple of the staff have worked every 
single day since March – every Saturday, every 
Sunday, every weekday and most evenings to get it 
going and keep it running.  

Such prompt action has saved the EBU and 
generated a completely new revenue stream – from 
scratch. In my view, rather than slating cost-savings, 
members should celebrate the fact that, through 
sheer hard work and drive, there may still be an 
English Bridge Union and healthy English bridge 
clubs when we emerge from this pandemic. It’s 
thanks to the staff and to those who do play online. 

THE AGM 
The EBU’s annual meeting took place in 

November and was an opportunity for discussion, 
reward and elections. There is more to celebrate, 
with some 12 very deserving people recognised by 
the EBU – a couple for excellence representing 
England at international level, a couple for making 
a national contribution to bridge, and to eight 
wonderful volunteers at county level who have 
served for years to ensure that bridge survives and 
thrives in the county arena. You can read about their 
contributions from page 27.   

The Annual Report, presented at the AGM, can be 
read here: https://tinyurl.com/yxpome78 r

Reasons to celebrate . . . beyond the vaccine

English Bridge by the Editor, Lou Hobhouse

click 

link

Happy New Year to all members, and Happy 
Valentines in a couple of weeks. Most of 
all: Happy Vaccine Day.   

MAGAZINE NEWS 
A decision has been taken to publish  four paper 

issues this year (as in 2020), and to add an online 
publication in the summer specifically targeted at 
improving players. This will help the EBU avoid 
raising club affiliation and universal membership 
fees  (the portion of table money that goes to the EBU).  

One of the things I mentioned last time around 
was magazine points. Every time you play in an 
affiliated game you earn a magazine point. 
Historically you could have a maximum of 12 
points to reflect what was a year’s worth of issues 
(two per issue). This has now been reduced to eight 
to reflect four paper issues. It will make no odds to 
those who haven’t played since last March, but 
started lockdown with 12 points in the bag. They 
will now be down to below eight points which 
remain in their account. They will continue to get 
the magazine until they run out. It will only affect 
regular online players whose points would have 
been over eight at the end of November. However, 
regular players don’t need to worry – with just eight 
games a year your points will stay topped up.  

I did have a couple of letters from long-term 
members who have not been playing online, 
disappointed by the potential loss of the paper 
magazine if they don’t play. It seems perfectly 
reasonable to me that, if you effectively stop paying 
your membership (gained by playing in affiliated 
games) that you will forego some of the member 
benefits. But don’t forget you can still read the 
magazine online, or take out a direct membership.  

I have never worked at the EBU’s HQ in 
Aylesbury, based as I am in Somerset. As a result I 
forget sometimes that I am a representative of the 
organisation. I too have views about it but I’m 
normally careful to remain neutral if it is 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/lou-hobhouse
https://www.ebu.co.uk/documents/minutes-and-reports/agm/2020/annual-report-2019-20.pdf
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WEST HANDS 
    

 
1. Dealer West 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Dealer West 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Dealer West 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Dealer West 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Dealer West 
 
 
 

 
    Sarah’s answers from page 7

´ Q 10 8 
™ K J 10 5 

t A 10 9 
® K J 5

´ J 9 8 3 
™ K Q 2 

t A K 7 6 
® 8 5

´ Q 5 3 
™ A 9 2 

t K J 9 6 5 
® K 4

´ A 8 
™ K Q 6 5 

t 7 6 5 
® K 8 7 5

´ K 3 
™ A 4 2 

t K Q 7 4 3 
® J 8 7

EAST HANDS 
    
 
1. Dealer West 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Dealer West 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Dealer West 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Dealer West 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Dealer West 
 
 
 
 
    Sarah’s answers from page 7

´ A J 6 3 
™ Q 6 

t Q 8 7 3 
® Q 3 2

´ A 10 5 
™ A 10 9 5 3 

t Q 4 
® J 10 4

´ A 10 4 
™ K Q 

t 8 4 
® J 8 7 6 3 2

´ K J 9 
™ A 4 2 

t K Q J 
® Q 6 3 2

´ J 10 9 8 6 5 4 
™ K 6 

t 8 5 
® 9 4

Today’s column is a quiz that recaps what 
we’ve looked at regarding bidding over 
partner’s 1NT opening. Find a victim 

partner and have a go at bidding these hands 
together. For hands 1-5, West is first to bid. For 
hands 6-10 East goes first.

Bidding over 1NT – Quiz Time

ACOLytes - Know the Basics        by Sarah Bell

click 
 

link

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/sarah-bell
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´ Q 10 8 ´ A J 6 3 
™ K J 10 5 ™ Q 6 
t A 10 9 t Q 8 7 3 
® K J 5 ® Q 3 2

N 
W      E 

S

WEST HANDS 
    

 
6. Dealer East 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Dealer East 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Dealer East 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Dealer East 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Dealer East 
 
 
 

 
    Sarah’s answers start below

´ K Q 10 5 3 
™ A K 2 

t 5 
® J 8 7 5

´ K 5 
™ Q J 7 

t 8 6 5 3 
® A J 6 5

´ A Q 8 2 
™ 10 7 3 

t K 4 
® Q 7 4 3

´ 8 
™ A K Q 10 6 5 

t Q 7 5 4 
® 6 5

´ A Q 8 6 5 
™ Q 10 3 
t 6 
® K J 4 2

EAST HANDS 
    
 
6. Dealer East 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Dealer East 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Dealer East 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Dealer East 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Dealer East 
 
 
 
 
    Sarah’s answers start below

´ A 7 2 
™ J 8 

t Q 9 7 3 2 
® A Q 6

´ 10 8 6 
™ K 3 

t A K 4 
® Q 8 4 3 2

´ J 9 5 3 
™ K J 6 2 

t A 6 5 
® K 9

´ Q 7 6 5 
™ 4 3 

t A K 9 
® Q J 7 3

´ K 4 
™ A J 8 

t 8 3 2 
® A 8 7 6 3

West         East 
1NT          2® 
2™             2´ 
3NT          Pass

HAND 1

Hand 1. 2® is Stayman, asking for a four card major, and 2™ 

shows four (or five) hearts. You can have half a mark if you 

bid 2NT instead of 2´, which shows an invitational hand 

(around 11 points, asking partner to bid game with a good 

hand for their 1NT opening) and four spades. The idea of 

bidding 2´ rather than 2NT is that partner can pass if they 

have a minimum hand with spade support, and you get to 

play in your fit at a nice, low level. In this example, 

however, partner has a maximum so will bid 3NT.

ANSWERS
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´ J 9 8 3 ´ A 10 5 
™ K Q 2 ™ A 10 9 5 3 
t A K 7 6 t Q 4 
® 8 5 ® J 10 4

N 
W      E 

S

West         East 
1NT          2t 
2™             2NT 
4™             Pass

HAND 2

Hand 2. 2t is a transfer to hearts, showing at least a five card 
suit. Partner has to bid 2™ over this: there is no other 
option. Now, East’s 2NT bid is natural in context: it says ‘I 
have an invitational hand with only five hearts’. West has a 
good fit for partner, a non-minimum in points, and a good 
shape (a low doubleton in the same hand as the shorter 
trumps is good news, as you may be able to take a ruff to 
generate an extra trick), so should certainly bid game in 
hearts.

´ Q 5 3 ´ A 10 4 
™ A 9 2 ™ K Q 
t K J 9 6 5 t 8 4 
® K 4 ® J 8 7 6 3 2

N 
W      E 

S

West         East 
1NT          Pass

HAND 3

Hand 3. This hand isn’t strong enough for an invite. You 
have 10 points, which is slightly light, and almost all of 
these are outside your longest suit. If the club suit were 
very good I’d be more tempted! Note that if you open 1t 
you will end up in a pickle: partner will respond 2® and 
what will you do now? If you rebid 2t that’ll be the end of 
the auction, and you are in a decidedly inferior spot to 
1NT.

´ A 8 ´ K J 9 
™ K Q 6 5 ™ A 4 2 
t 7 6 5 t K Q J 
® K 8 7 5 ® Q 6 3 2

N 
W      E 

S

West         East 
1NT          3NT 
Pass

HAND 4

Hand 4. Nice and easy! With 16 points the East hand has a 
clear game force but shouldn’t dream of looking for slam. 
You would only look for slam with 16 facing a weak NT if 
you had a very shapely hand and some evidence that the 
two hands were fitting well.

´ K 3 ´ J 10 9 8 6 5 4 
™ A 4 2 ™ K 6 
t K Q 7 4 3 t 8 5  
® J 8 7 ® 9 4

N 
W      E 

S

West         East 
1NT          2™ 
2´             Pass

HAND 5

Hand 5. You have lots of spades and would definitely like 
those to be trumps – think about how many more tricks 
this poor suit is worth if they are trumps than if they are 
not. When East bids 2™, West must bid 2´ and East is very 
happy to put the dummy down in a rather better contract 
than 1NT.

´ K Q 10 5 3 ´ A 7 2 
™ A K 2 ™ J 8 
t 5 t Q 9 7 3 2  
® J 8 7 5 ® A Q 6

N 
W      E 

S

West         East 
                1NT 
2™             2´ 
3®            3´ 
4´             Pass

HAND 6

Hand 6. If you bid a new suit after making a transfer bid that 
is natural and forcing to game. The 1NT opener could 
jump to 4´ but it’s nice to bid 3´ to tell partner that you 
have a fit for their spades and leave them space to make 
another bid, in case they have a strong hand and would like 
to look for slam.
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´ K 5 ´ 10 8 6 
™ Q J 7 ™ K 3 
t 8 6 5 3 t A K 4 
® A J 6 5 ® Q 8 4 3 2

N 
W      E 

S

West         East 
                1NT 
2NT          Pass

HAND 7

Hand 7. With no four card major you can just raise 1NT to 
2NT to invite partner to bid game if they have a good hand 
for their opening bid. Here, partner is minimum so should 
pass.

´ A Q 8 2 ´ J 9 5 3 
™ 10 7 3 ™ K J 6 2 
t K 4 t A 6 5 
® Q 7 4 3 ® K 9

N 
W      E 

S

West         East 
                1NT 
2®            2™ 
2´             Pass

HAND 8

Hand 8. Did you remember the lesson of hand 1? Did you 
remembered to bid 2´ instead of 2NT – well done! 
Partner, with a minimum, should pass this and you get to 
play at the 2 level. If you bid 2NT instead partner now has 
to bid 3´ (you must have a four card major to bid 2® and 
it wasn’t hearts…) and you are playing a level higher for no 
particular reason. The 1NT opener must remember that 
with both majors you should always respond 2™ to 
Stayman, regardless of suit quality.

´ 8 ´ Q 7 6 5 
™ A K Q 10 6 5 ™ 4 3 
t Q 7 5 4 t A K 9 
® 6 5 ® Q J 7 3

N 
W      E 

S

West         East 
                1NT 
2t            2™ 
4™             Pass

HAND 9

Hand 9. You could also just bid 4™ over 1NT. Some pairs 
have an agreement that the two auctions show different 
things but the key here is that you make it to 4™. If you just 
invite, partner will decline and game is likely to make. A 
good general rule is that if you have nearly game forcing 
strength, good shape, and a good six card major you 
should just go for it. I’d be more likely to invite if I had a 
slightly weaker hand, a weaker suit, or slightly less shape: 
maybe 2·6·2·3 shape. As it is, if partner doesn’t have many 
points in spades game is likely to be an easy make and if 
they do we might even go down in 3™. If in doubt, be 
optimistic with your guess when you have a good, long, 
major suit.

´ A Q 8 6 5 ´ K 4 
™ Q 10 3 ™ A J 8 
t 6 t 8 3 2  
® K J 4 2 ® A 8 7 6 3

N 
W      E 

S

West         East 
                1NT 
2™             2´ 
3®            4® 
5®            Pass 

HAND 10

Hand 10. Just like on hand 6, West can bid a new suit after 
transferring to tell partner more about their hand. This 
deal illustrates why that can be extremely useful. There is a 
slight caveat though: only tell partner about a second suit 
if it is possible that you belong in it! With something like 

 ´AQ865 ™K7 tA4 ®9876  
I’d just rebid 3NT after transferring to spades as I have no 
singleton and a terrible four card suit: the hand is basically 
balanced with five spades. With this in mind, on the hand 
in question, East knows that if West has a small singleton 
or even two low in one of the unbid suits it could spell 
trouble for 3NT. They have five clubs so it’s an easy raise. 
Again, there’s no need to jump to game: you are game 
forced so a simple raise to 4® is forcing and leaves partner 
some room if they are super strong and want to make a 
slam try.                  r
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Hand 1 
South plays in 3NT. 
West leads the ™10.

        
´  9 7 

        ™  A J 5 
        t  Q J 10 5 3 
        ®  8 6 2 
                                
                                  

                             
          
        ´  A 6 4 3         
        ™  K Q              
        t  A K               
        ®  J 9 7 4 3 

N 
W      E 

S

Hand 2 
South plays in 3NT. 
West leads the ´5. 

East wins the ´A and 
returns the ´9.

        
´  7 6 4 

        ™  K J 3 
        t  J 9 7 5 3 
        ®  A Q 
                                
                                  

                             
          
        ´  K J 2             
        ™  A Q              
        t  10 8 4          
        ®  K J 6 5 2 

N 
W      E 

S

Today we will look at entries – getting into the 
right hand at the right time. Sometimes, 
that’s simple enough but sometimes suits are 

blocked and prevent the easy task of going to-and-
fro from the closed hand to the dummy. 

Every player has the mortifying experience, 
sometime in their bridge-playing career, of being 
stranded in one hand rather than having the lead in 
the other. Here, we look at some simple examples of 
overcoming difficulties with entries. 

Hand 1 illustrates a simple blockage and an 
overtaking play. Just how would you go about 
playing in 3NT against a heart lead? 

Entries

Basic Cardplay    
click 

 
link

in hand, unblock the ace and king of diamonds, play 
the other top heart and overtake it with the ™A. 
This play gives the necessary entry to the dummy. 
With the lead now in the dummy you can cash the 
remaining three diamond tricks and the ™J. That 
means that you have taken the first eight tricks with 
the ´A still to come. 

Hand 2 is of similar ilk to the first example. You 
just have to be careful to be in the right place at the 
right time: 

What is your Count and Plan telling you to do? 

Well, you should grab the ´K and aim to make 

five clubs, three hearts and one spade. West looks to 

have led from a long suit headed by the ´Q, and you 

cannot afford to lose two spade tricks as you may 

then lose three diamonds as well. Finessing the ´J at 

trick two is a real no-no. 

Having taken the ´K you must take care to cash 

your tricks in the right way. This means playing off 

the ®AQ, crossing to the ™A (and definitely not the 

™Q), cashing the remaining clubs (yes, you need a 

3-3 or 4-2 break) and then overtaking the ™Q to 

take your eighth and ninth tricks with the ™KJ. Any 

variation in the order of play would lead to defeat.

Your initial Count and Plan seems to reveal nine 
top tricks – a spade, three hearts and five diamonds. 
So, what’s the problem? Just think about the order 
in which you might take those tricks, though. It 
should be clear that you cannot immediately take 
five diamond tricks. 

The heart lead is taken in hand with the ™K (or 
the ™Q, it makes no difference). Now, the diamonds 
are blocked by the tA and tK in that you cannot 
cash five diamond tricks immediately since the lead 
will remain in the closed hand.  

The line of play that secures the necessary nine 
tricks is straightforward enough. Win the heart lead 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/paul-bowyer


www.ebu.co.uk 11                                     February 2021 English Bridge

Hand 3 
South plays in 3NT. 
West leads the ´10. 

        
´  K J 3 

        ™  Q 7 
        t  K 2 
        ®  K 9 7 6 4 2 
                                
                                  

                             
          
        ´  A Q              
        ™  10 5 3          
        t  J 9 7 5 4       
        ®  A Q J 

N 
W      E 

S

 
South plays 3NT. West leads the ´10 

                           ´  K J 3 
                           ™  Q 7 
                           t  K 2 
                           ®  K 9 7 6 4 2 

     ´   10 9 8 7 5 2                    ´  6 4 
     ™   A 9 4                               ™  K J 8 6 2 
     t  Q 10 8 6                         t  A 3 

 ®  –                                     ®  10 8 5 3 

                           ´  A Q 
                           ™  10 5 3 
                           t  J 9 7 5 4 
                           ®  A Q J 

N 
W      E 

S

As declarer, you must be careful when playing 
suits yourself not to block a suit. In Hand 3 you have 
to make use of a favourable lead to cash the first 
nine tricks: 

Thankful to have escaped a heart lead, you apply 
your Count and Plan. You have three spades and six 
clubs to take to make your contract, so this is an 
easy one, right? 

Well, yes, but not if you were to take the ´Q at 
trick one. For sure, that wouldn’t matter in the 
slightest if clubs broke 2-2 or 3-1 as you would be in 
a position to overtake the ®J on the third round to 
run off your clubs. However, what if clubs broke  
4-0? Here’s the full deal:

The only way to make the contract (and the 
correct way to play the hand) is to win trick one 
with the ´A, unblock the ®AQJ and then overtake 
the ´Q with the king to access the dummy. Now 
there are three winning clubs and the ´J on the 
table to swell the coffers to nine winners.   r

Have you got it? Paul’s quiz is online p67

LICENSED BRIDGE  

WHEN you see the ‘LB’ sign in an ad vert  isement in 
the magazine, it means that: 

• The organisers of the holiday have applied for, and 

received, a licence from the EBU. 

• They may choose to give Master Points in accordance 

with EBU scales. 

• These Master Points will be accepted and added to 

player records. 

• The bridge will be played in line with EBU regulations 

and bye-laws, thus affording all players the protection of 

playing within the jurisdiction of the EBU. 

All county events advertised have an EBU licence. 

NOTE: Members playing in events licensed by another 

National Bridge Organisation will not be able to have 

Master Points credited to their records save for events in 

Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland, New 

Zealand and Australia. The conversion of Green Points to 

Gold Points will only happen at English events, the BGB 

Gold Cup and Home Internationals.

emailto:clive.goff@londonrugby.com
https://www.bridgewebs.com/staffsshrops/
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David Bakhshi gives the 
answers on page 42

In each of the following hands you are sitting 
South. You are playing in a teams match with 
IMPs scoring. You should make a plan to give 

yourself the best chance of making your contract, 
even if that means giving up on the possibility of 
making overtricks.

Hand 1 
        ´  J 6 3 
        ™  10 8 
        t  A 6 4 2 
        ®  J 9 5 3             
          
             
             

         
        ´  A K Q 8 4 
        ™  J 3 
        t  10 7 5             
        ®  A K Q

Hand 2 
        ´  J 8 5 3 
        ™  A K 5 4 2 
        t  9 5 
        ®  7 3 
             
             
             

         
        ´  A 6 4 
        ™  8 6 
        t  A K 
        ®  A K Q J 9 5

Hand 3 
        ´  K J 6 
        ™  Q 10 5 
        t  Q J 7 3 
        ®  J 7 4 
             
             
             

         
        ´  10 9                
        ™  K 6 3 
        t  A K 6 
        ®  A Q 10 9 6

Hand 4 
        ´  8 5 4 
        ™  J 6 5 
        t  A Q 7 5 4 
        ®  J 7 
             
             
             

         
        ´  A 9 6 
        ™  A K Q 8 7 4 
        t  8 3                  
        ®  Q 9

You are in 4´. West 
leads the tK. Plan 

your play. 

You are in 3NT after 
East makes a 1™ 

overcall. West leads 
the ™8. Plan your 

play.

You are in 4™. West 
leads the ´Q. Plan 

your play.

You are in 6®. West 
leads the tQ. Plan 

your play.

N 
W      E 

S

N 
W      E 

S

N 
W      E 

S

N 
W      E 

S

You are sitting West. What should you bid with 
each hand below on the given auction at 
matchpoint pairs? Assume love all except 
where indicated. 

 
W N E S          

Pass 
Pass 1´ Pass Pass 
? 

 
 
 
North-South vulnerable 

W N E S          
1® 

1™ Pass Pass 1NT 
? 

 

 

 

W N E S          
1´ Pass 

? 
 

 
 
 
W N E S          
1´ 2® 2´ Pass      
? 
 
 
 
 

W N E S          
1® 1t 

? 
 

 
 
 

W N E S          
1NTA Pass 

2tA Pass 2™ Pass 
? 
A 12-14 & transfer

Hand 2 
´ Q 7 
™ K Q J 9 5
t A K 10 2 
® 4 3

Hand 3 
´ 10 
™ 9 7 5 3 
t 10 3 2 
® A K J 7 6

Hand 4 
´ A K 10 8 5 
™ A K J 
t Q 5 4 3 2 
® –

Hand 5 
´ K 5 3 
™ Q 9 7 4 
t J 10 6  
® Q 8 3

Hand 6 
´ 8 5 
™ K Q J 10 9 
t J 9 
® K Q 5 3

Julian Pottage gives his answers 
on page 62

Hand 1 
´ A J 8 2 
™ Q 7 4 
t J 10 
® K 9 7 2
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https://www.pianola.net/
emailto:enquires@pianola.net
emailto:tours@merciantravel.co.uk
https://www.mercianbridge.co.uk/
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          West          North     East           South 
                                           1™             1´  
          2™              2´           4™             ?

Competing above the opponent’s game

Traps for the unwary                by Michael Byrneby Michael Byrne

While most of this series on competitive 
bidding has been about competing the 
part scores and doubling for one down 

when you get outbid, we are going to move on to 
higher and more exciting levels today as we consider 
outbidding the opponents at the game level. 

When we talk about competing above game, what 
we are really talking about are posssible sacrifice 
contracts where you bid a game contract yourself, 
unsure if you are going to make it or not. 

The best type of competitive call to make (and the 
one that shows the best long term profit) is the one 
known as the two-way shot. 

The idea of a two-way shot is that you bid over 
their game contract hoping that either your game 
makes, or that theirs does, or that they compete to a 
failing contract one level higher. 

Due to the vast number of tricks involved, this is 
most commonly seen when you hold spades and the 
opponents hold hearts, since both sides only need to 
make ten tricks in order to get the game bonus, and 
least commonly seen when they hold clubs and you 
hold diamonds, when both sides need 11 tricks. 

In fact if you do hold spades it is very common to 
try 4´ over 4™, as it will often be the right thing to 
do if your side has a big fit. 

The factors associated with bidding on over their 
game are: 

DA good trump fit, typically nine cards (eight is 
possible but rarer); 

DFew defensive values so that their game might 
well make; and 

DGood playing strength, often two suited hands 
that will take tricks as declarer but not as a 
defender, points in the long suits where they will 
help set up tricks. 

Have a look at the following hands and see what 
you think the right action is. We shall assume the 
vulnerability is game all (not the best time for 
misjudging competitive actions): 

Hand 4 Hand 5 
´ Q J 9 4 3 ´ K Q J 10 7 4  
™ 6 5 4 3 ™ 4 3 
t A K 2 t K J 7 5 
® 3 ® 2 

Hand 1 Hand 2 Hand 3  

´ K Q 10 6 4 3 ´ A K Q 4 3 ´ K 9 7 6 4 3 2 
™ – ™ A 2 ™ 6 5 
t A J 10 5 t Q J 6 t A Q 9  
® 6 5 4 ® J 5 3 ® 3 

Hand 1 is a relatively straight forward bid of 4´, 
with a strong likelihood that this is the winning 
action. You have a nine card fit (ten if you’re lucky 
but don’t count on it) and a 6-4 hand gives you 
good playing strength. The void heart strongly 
suggests that you should bid, as even if partner 
has a nuisance holding like ™Q97x this will be 
under the opening bidder and not likely to slow 
them down that much in 4™. If partner did have 
a very chunky heart holding such as ™QJ1074 
remember he wasn’t obliged to raise spades – he 
could have passed knowing you would bid again 
with your void. 

There is some chance you will make 4´ – you 
need the ace of trumps and a diamond honour, or 
perhaps three or four small diamonds and a 
doubleton club. Meanwhile your defensive 
prospects against 4™ are very slim. 

Hand 2 is an easy trap to fall into – that of ‘bid 
when its your turn’ syndrome. Although you hold 
good values and would have considered making a 
game try had you had the space, you should study 
the auction carefully and then pass. 

click 
 

link

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/michael-byrne
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Your spade fit is likely to be only eight cards 
(remember partner could have jumped to 3´ as a 
4-card shapely raise) and on the auction these 
must be breaking 4-1 or more likely 5-0. Your 
heart holding is a clear defensive trick and is likely 
to coincide with a doubleton in partner’s hand, 
leaving you with plenty of losers in the other 
suits. 

If 4™ is making then the distributional storms 
surely mean 4´ will be -800, and the fact that it is 
the hand on your immediate left that has the 
trump length bodes badly, it is not like you can 
put the big heart hand under any pressure, his 
partner will have doubled in a voice of thunder by 
the time it gets round to him. 

If you don’t believe me, try having a go at playing 
in 4´ facing something like: 

´10xx ™Jx txxxx ®KQxx 

It won’t be pretty on the breaks that  justify the  
4™ bid. 

Hand 3 has a fairly mediocre suit (which is why you 
didn’t blast 3´ on the previous round) but now 
that you have hit a fit it is time to celebrate. 4´ 
will surely have a chance if you hit a nice dummy 
(´Axx ™xx txx ®Jxxxxx would be perfect) – and 
surely it can’t be more than one off. Is there any 
chance of beating 4™? I suppose if partner has the 
ace of clubs then ace of clubs and a ruff gives you 
the first two tricks, and then the tAQ might score 
two tricks over the king. All possible, but then you 
are probably making 4´ anyway. 

It is quite possible that when you bid 4´ the 
opponents will double you, not expecting your fit 
to be so extreme, another advantage of your 
previous round’s action. 

Hand 4 is a common trap that people fall into – 
knowing that the opponents hold a good heart fit 
they realise partner has a singleton (maybe a 
void?) and bid 4´. Then they are surprised when 
they go for 800. Yes, of course partner is short in 
hearts (maybe a void) but he also only has three 
trumps. (If he had a void heart and four trumps  
he should have raised to 4´ not 2´). 

Even if the opponents naively lead a heart (and 
most have learned to lead trumps against sacrifice 
contracts) and you can sneak a ruff and then 
cross back to the tA and get another ruff, then 
cross back to the other diamond and get a 3rd 
ruff, that still leaves you  500 down in top tricks (a 

late heart, a diamond, a club and two spades, even 
if partner started with Kxx you’ve used them all 
for ruffing). Meanwhile the defence to 4™ is not 
all doom and gloom, you can start with a top 
diamond and then judge whether to switch to 
your singleton club or not. If partner does have 
some secondary strength in clubs (QJ9xx) 
declarer might not be able to cope with a bad 
break in clubs and hearts, which will leave him 
unable to draw trumps. Pass 4™ and take your 
chances on defence. 

Hand 5 is an easy 4´ bid. Although one off is the 
most common scenario (the doubleton heart is 
the worst holding to have), on a good day partner 
will have the miracle hand (a singleton heart and 
the tA is a long shot but possible) and more to 
the point the opponents don’t know this! Your 
very strong trumps may cause them to be 
nervous, the 4™ bidder may go to 5™ as take out 
insurance. 

You’ll notice that all of the hands with five cards 
were correct to pass and all of the hands with six 
or seven cards were correct to bid on, this was not 
a coincidence. As we mentioned before the best 
time to be taking a two-way shot is when both 
sides have a big fit, that way you might each make 
a lot of tricks in your respective trump suits. r

Try the online quiz, page 68

TAKING A TWO-WAY SHOT 
DO: 

Dbid on when you have a powerful trump fit, at 

least nine cards with a shapely hand that will 

take more tricks in attack than defence. 

Dwatch out for distributional storms on hands 

where there is a lot of bidding. It will normally 

mean the unseen hands are very shapely indeed 

and suits will break badly. 

DON’T: 

D try and bid partner’s hand for them, if they 

have the magical void or singleton then it 

should be them that takes the push, not you. 

Dbid on unless you think that either your game 

or their game has a better than 50% chance of 

making.
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The third hand is more obscure: the lowest card 
in each suit is also the length of the suit. This is 
known as a Magnus. The odds on this one are 1,777= 
to 1, which means I must have held one more than 
a few times, and still not noticed. 

On a similar theme, I remember an article from 
the early ‘90s by David Burn, about a parallel 
universe in which each bid shows the number of 
cards in the suit bid. West and East had no problem 
reaching their optimum contract here: 

             West                          East 
             1®                              1´ 
             3™                              4® 
             4t                              5t

´ Q 8 7 6 5 ´ A 
™ A Q 3 ™ 7 6 2 
t Q 7 6 4 t A K 9 8 5 
® A ® Q 7 6 5

N 
W      E 

S

Holding Hands
Bridge with a Twist                 by Simon Cochemé

click 
 

link

We all like holding hands. Your opponents 
are having a long and tortuous sequence 
to 5NT. You while away the time looking 

at your hand, maybe noting how many of the kings 
and jacks have moustaches. What are your thoughts 
about these three hands?

No moustaches on view using this type of layout, 
but if they were real cards the answers would be 
one, two and three. Your second thought might be 
that there are no opening bids. Anything else? 

When you counted your points, getting to ten on 
the first hand might have given you a clue. Yes! The 
hand has one card of each rank – from ace down to 
two. Barry Rigal tells me that it is called a 
Gwozdzinsky. The odds on getting such a hand are 
9,462= to 1, which means I must have held one a few 
times, but not noticed. When you get a 
Gwozdzinsky, and end up as dummy, be sure to lay 
out your cards one at a time: ace, king, queen … 
The other players will find it most amusing. 

The second hand will have excited those of you 
who play poker – just look at all those four-of-a-
kinds and full houses! This hand contains only four 
ranks, and you can’t do better than that, although I 
suppose this would be a purer example: 

´J954  ™J95  tJ95  ®J95 

 

´ K 9 4 ´ J 9 5 4 ´ 10 9 7 4  
™ Q 8 5 ™ J 5 4 ™ J 2 
t A J 10 t J 9 5 t K 2 
® 7 6 3 2 ® J 5 4 ® K 9 8 6 5 

You spotted that West had a Magnus, didn’t you? 
Be careful not to spend too much time looking for 
these. Your partner will not appreciate being told 
that you misbid because of the excitement at finding 
that your hand was only two cards away from being 
a Gwozdzinsky or one away from being a Magnus.  

Enough of the trivia. What about some practical 
hand sorting techniques that will improve your 
results? I have some for you (of course I do, or I 
wouldn’t have brought the topic up). 

I remember noticing a declarer rearranging his 
hand when dummy went down. I asked him later 
what he was doing, and he told me he was putting 
his suits in the same order as dummy’s. It makes 
sense – when you look at a bridge problem, it is 
easier to count your winners and losers when the 

= Statistics supplied by Richard Pavlicek and  
Paul Barden  

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/simon-cocheme
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E/W Game. Dealer East.  

´ 7 5 4 
™ 5 3 
t A 10 7 6 2 
® A 5 4 

´ 9 2 ´ 3 
™ K Q 8 4 ™ A J 10 9 7 2 
t Q 9 8 4 t J 3  
® J 8 3 ® Q 10 7 2 

´ A K Q J 10 8 6    
™ 6 
t K 5 
® K 9 6

N 
W      E 

S

  West             North         East           South 
                                         2™             4´ 
  Pass               5´               Pass           6´ 
  All Pass

´ K Q 10 9 7 6 
™ 3 2
t J 8 5 4 
® A

same suits are opposite each other. Don’t worry 

about this when you’re playing online – the 

computer does it for you automatically.  

However, the computer-shuffling of the suits, 

moving trumps to the left when the bidding is 

finished, can cause a problem. If your cursor was 

already hovering over the card you wanted to lead 

just before the bidding was finished. Your automatic 

lead – ´K from ´KQJ – suddenly morphs into the 

™Q from ™Q63. There may be deals where leading 

the unsupported queen of trumps is a good idea, 

but I somehow doubt it. 

Another player told me that, when she was 

learning to give count and held four small cards in 

a suit, she would move the second largest card to the 

far right of the suit. This would remind her which 

card to play, either when she was on lead, or when 

she was following suit. 

I sat behind Zia when he was playing in a slam in 

the World Championships in 2017 and noticed how 

he planned the play on a particularly tricky deal. At 

about trick three, he started taking cards from his 

hand and moving them to the right-hand end. 

When he had four cards remaining on the left, he 

gave a long look at dummy, a nod of satisfaction, 

and re-sorted his hand. He replayed the tricks to 

reach the same end position and, lo and behold, one 

of his opponents was squeezed. I’ve tried it a bit and 

it sometimes works – either because the defenders 

were distracted or impressed, (or maybe squeezed), 

I’m never quite sure which. 

For my last tip, have a look at this deal:

West leads out the king-queen of hearts from his 

Magnus. You ruff the second round, draw trumps in 

two rounds and set about planning to make your 

twelfth trick … You did remember to ruff with the 

´8, didn’t you, keeping your precious ´6 as an entry 

to dummy? You play tK, tA and ruff the third 

round. The suit hasn’t broken, but never mind. You 

cross to the ®A and ruff a diamond high. Now your 

thoughtful card at trick two means you can 

overtake the ´6 with the ´7 and discard your losing 

club on dummy’s t10. Those who played too 

quickly and carelessly at trick two will be hoping 

that East holds a singleton queen or jack in 

diamonds, or that the diamonds are 3-3. On the 

actual layout your foresight will be rewarded.  

The tip is: when you have a long trump suit, take 

that baby card away from the end, and pop it in the 

middle of the suit – A K Q 6 J 10 8. That way you 

won’t waste it by mistake.  

What’s that you say? You can’t rearrange your 

cards when you’re playing online? I’ll start a 

petition to RealBridge and BBO immediately; 

maybe the card could helpfully have already been 

moved for you when they first show you your hand. 

And while they’re at it, they can turn on some 

flashing lights whenever the hand is a Magnus or a 

Gwozdzinsky. And when it’s a Magnus-

Gwozdzinsky perfecto such as this:

a stream of coins comes out of the UCB slot on your 
computer.               r 
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It seems a simple enough question, and it may not 
seem to matter. But it does. If you play the ace when 
declarer leads towards the queen, you promote the 
jack. After taking the ace, declarer will have Qx 
opposite Jx remaining, and it will be easy to 
establish a trick by conceding a round to partner’s 
king. That’s why you shouldn’t play second hand 
high: because you have a partner that can cover you. 

And what if partner can’t cover you and doesn’t 
have the king? What then? Well, it’s still wrong to 
play high. Let’s swop partner’s and declarer’s spades: 

                          ´   Q 6 4 

     ´   A 10 8 5                         ´  K 9 3 

                          ´   J 7 2

N 
W      E 

S

                          ´   Q 6 4 

     ´   A 10 8 5                         ´  J 7 2 

                          ´   K 9 3

N 
W      E 

S

                          ´   K 9 3 

     ´   Q 6 4                              ´  J 7 2 

                          ´   A 10 8 5

N 
W      E 

S

South plays 3NT. West leads the ™K. 

                           ´  Q J 5 2 
                           ™  9 7 2 
                           t  K 9 6 
                           ®  A Q 2 
     ´   A 10 8 3                         ´  9 6 
     ™   K Q J 10                          ™  8 6 4 3 
     t  5 4                                  t  Q J 8 

 ®  9 8 3                              ®  10 7 5 4 
                           ´  K 7 4 
                           ™  A 5 
                           t  A 10 7 3 2 
                           ®  K J 6 

N 
W      E 

S

Some time ago we covered the principle of third 
plays high. We assumed our partner had led. 
However, in defence, one must also consider 

what happens if declarer is on lead. Now you may 
find yourself second to play when declarer plays out 
of hand – bringing us to the title of this article and, 
as you may have guessed, the idea is to play low. 

We play third hand high because it’s our last 
chance to win the trick, but when we’re second to 
play, we don’t need to win the trick. We have a 
partner and shouldn’t ignore him. Playing low lets 
partner make the final decision, which can be 
crucial when our high cards are at risk. 

Don’t believe me? How about an example. Let’s 
say you sit West with Axxx and declarer leads 
towards Qxx in the dummy. Should you fly the ace? 

Second Hand Low

Crocs on Defence    
click 

 
link

by Stephen Kennedy

On this layout, declarer can always score a spade 
trick, but if you fly the ace, he will score two because 
the king and queen will be masters. If, however, you 
play low and allow the queen to score, your ace will 
hover over declarer’s king and he will score no 
further tricks in the suit - unless you make the 
mistake of leading it later on. 

The same technique also applies when you have a 
worse holding, but for other reasons. Here we have 
changed who holds what: 

When declarer leads towards the king in dummy, 
you must resist the urge to insert the queen. If you 
do, your queen will get squashed by the king and 
partner’s jack will fall after declarer takes a finesse 
on the way back. 

The theory of second hand low certainly seems 
strong, so let’s put it to practice with a full hand: 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/stephen-kennedy
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3NT by South. West leads the ´J 

                           ´   7 
                           ™  K 5 4 
                           t  8 6 3 
                           ®  A K Q 10 4 2 
    ´  J 10 9 8            
    ™  A 9 8 6              
    t  10 9 5 

®  9 3                    
      

N 
W      E 

S

South plays 3NT. West leads the ´J. 

                           ´  7 
                           ™  K 5 4 
                           t  7 6 3 
                           ®  A K Q 10 4 2 
     ´   J 10 9 8                          ´  K 6 4 2 
     ™   A 9 8 6                            ™  10 7 
     t  10 9 5                             t  A K 8 4 2 

 ®  9 3                                  ®  7 6 
                           ´  A Q 5 3 
                           ™  Q J 3 2 
                           t  Q J 
                           ®  J 8 5 

N 
W      E 

S

The opponents have a boring auction and end in 
3NT by South. Sitting West it doesn’t take you long 
to put the ™K on the table (top of a solid sequence). 
Declarer wins your ™K with the ™A and leads a low 
spade towards the table. 

Now, it is pretty tempting to play high here. 
Taking the ace now lets us cash our heart tricks and 
if we don’t take the ace now, we may not get the 
chance to get it later. But doesn’t playing the ´A cost 
a trick? 

Yes, even when declarer leads towards two 
honours, playing second hand high can cost a trick. 
If you play the ace, declarer’s ´K is promoted and 
three spade tricks are enough for declarer’s 
contract. 

And how do you know that declarer has the king? 
Well you don’t. But there’s no reason to rise with the 
ace. If partner has the king, playing the ace gains 
you nothing and we don’t have enough tricks in our 
own hand to defeat the contract, so we play low. 

Declarer calls for the queen and it holds the trick, 
so he comes back to hand with the ®K and leads 
another spade. And again, we play low. The position 
is just like our earlier example with one honour in 
each hand. If you play high , your ace will beat thin 
air and it will be just as bad. 

Play low and the ´J scores a trick, but declarer is 
done. The ´K will fall under the ace and declarer 
will finish with eight tricks. 

You see? Second hand low is such a good 
technique, you might even get to use it twice in one 
hand. By now, you’re probably an expert. Let’s see 
how such an expert fares on the final deal: 

fourth highest, but the top of your solid sequence. 

On our ´J, partner plays the king and declarer 
takes the ace. And then, before you have any time to 
think, declarer plays the ™3. How will you play? 

Well, we play low, obviously. We didn’t just read 
an entire article on second hand low for nothing.  
But what’s that? The article isn’t finished? And so it 
would seem because after the ™K scores, declarer 
puts his hand on the table and claims nine tricks. 
Here’s the full deal: 

So, you shouldn’t listen to me, because playing 
low on this hand was a disaster. Does that mean 
second hand low is just wrong? Well, not exactly. 

On this hand, playing the ace does cost a trick in 
the suit, just as we expected it would, but the whole 
hand is not one suit. It is made of many suits and all 
deserve your attention. The moment dummy came 
down with six club tricks, alarm bells should have 
been going off in your head. Declarer must have 
two clubs to open 1NT, leaving partner with a 
maximum of three. 

Partner’s king at trick one denied the queen so 
you can place declarer with ´AQ and two tricks in 
spades. That adds up to eight and the ™K is a 
guaranteed ninth if you play low. 

While you’re at it, make sure to switch to the t10. 
Not just because it’s top of a sequence, but to make 
sure you don’t block the suit. If partner has the 
magic AKxxx, you need to make sure he can retain 
the lead after cashing the tAK. And this means 
unblocking the t9 as well, once declarer’s tQJ have 
fallen. If you’re lucky, this will be enough to beat the 
contract.               r

South opens 1NT (12-14) and North raises to 
3NT. What would you lead as West? It’s better to 
lead the rather solid spade suit and hope to get back 
in with the ™A. Which one would you lead? Not the 
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Game All. Dealer East. 
                           ´  J 10 7 
                           ™ Q 5 3 
                           t 10 6 4 3 
                           ® 9 7 6 
    ´  Q 9 3 2                            ´  8 6 5 
   ™  7                                       ™  8 2 
   t  9 7 2                                 t  K Q 8 5 

®  K Q J 10 3                         ®  8 5 4 2 
                           ´  A K 4 
                           ™ A K J 10 9 6 4 
                           t A J 
                           ® A 

The Reverend Benson smiled as he took his 
seat opposite the Headmaster. ‘You won’t 
guess who’s playing in the game tonight,’ he 

said. 

‘I won’t try to in that case,’ the Headmaster 
replied, not sounding very interested. ‘Tell me.’ 

‘An old university friend of Elsie’s is staying with 
us,’ Benson continued. ‘They’ll be playing together.’ 

‘You never told me that Elsie played bridge,’ 
exclaimed the Headmaster. That’s all we need, he 
thought, a couple of 80-year-olds donating random 
tops across the field.  

The fifth round of the school duplicate brought 
the smartly dressed new pair to the Headmaster’s 
table. This was the first board of the round. 

N 
W      E 

S

  West            North         East           South 
  The               Grace          Reverend    Elsie 
  Headmaster   Meddle         Benson       Benson 
                                         Pass           2® 
  Pass              2t               Pass           2™ 
  Pass              4™               Pass           6™ 
  All Pass

Elsie Benson’s Analysis

Bridge Fiction                            by David Bird

®K and was relieved when a distinctly moderate 
dummy appeared. 

‘Some useful cards there, partner,’ Elsie Benson 
declared. ‘Play low, will you?’ 

The white-haired declarer won the club lead with 
the ace. She played the ™A, nodding approvingly at 
the 2-1 trump break, and then led the ™6 to 
dummy’s queen. ‘Low diamond, please, Grace,’ she 
said.  

The Reverend Benson put in the tK, won with 
the ace. Elsie Benson continued with tJ to East’s 
queen and ruffed the club return with the ™9. She 
then led the ™4 to dummy’s ™5 and discarded her 
potential spade loser on the established t10. ‘I have 
the rest,’ she said, facing her hand. 

The Headmaster surveyed declarer’s remaining 
cards with no great enthusiasm. How lucky was 
that? Both the diamond honours onside!  

‘I’m also OK if Charlie has a doubleton king or 
queen of diamonds,’ Elsie observed. ‘Failing that, I 
can take the spade finesse.’ 

Grace Meddle unscrewed an old-fashioned ink 
pen and entered the score. ‘That’s surprising, two 
pairs have gone down,’ she reported. ‘The other two 
pairs stopped in game.’   

The Headmaster was hoping to redress the 
situation as he drew his cards for the next board: 

click 
 

link

The Headmaster raised an eyebrow at the rustic 
auction. It would be typical of his luck if they’d 
landed on their feet and would score one of their 
few above average boards against him. He led the 
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N/S Game. Dealer South. 
                           ´  2 
                           ™ A 2 
                           t K 10 9 5 3 
                           ® A 9 7 5 2 
    ´  10 9 8 6                           ´  K Q 5 3 
   ™  K J 8 4                               ™  10 9 7 6 
   t  4                                       t  J 8 2 

®  Q J 8 3                              ®  10 4 
                           ´  A J 7 4 
                           ™ Q 5 3 
                           t A Q 7 6 
                           ® K 6 

N 
W      E 

S

  West            North         East           South 
  The               Grace          Reverend    Elsie 
  Headmaster   Meddle         Benson       Benson 
                                                           1NT 
  Pass              2´A              Pass           3t 
  Pass              3™               Pass           3´ 
  Pass              4NT            Pass           5™ 
  Pass              6t               All Pass

The 2´ response was alerted. ‘A weak take-out, is 
it?’ queried the Reverend Benson. 

Elsie Benson laughed. ‘Our bidding may be old-
fashioned, but it’s not prehistoric,’ she replied. ‘My 
partner’s 2´ was minor-suit Stayman.’  

‘3™ and 3´ were cue-bids,’ added Grace Meddle 
at the end of the auction. 

The Headmaster could barely believe what he was 
hearing. He led the ´10 and declarer won East’s 
queen with the ace. When she played the ace and 
queen of trumps, West discarded a low heart on the 
second round.  

Leaving one trump out, Elsie played the king and 
ace of clubs. When a third round of clubs was 
played from the dummy, Reverend Benson ruffed 
with the jack. Declarer discarded a heart, and the 
™10 return was covered by the queen, king and ace. 
A second club ruff was followed by a spade ruff in 
dummy. Elsie then threw her other heart loser on 
the thirteenth club and ruffed a heart with her last 
trump. Twelve tricks were hers. 

‘I make it if you hold the four clubs, too,’ Elsie 
informed her husband. ‘You have to follow suit and 
I ruff two clubs with my low trumps. I just lose a 
heart.’ 

The two ladies entered another top in their 
scorecards and departed for the next round, 

chatting in friendly fashion as they crossed the 
room. 

‘You never told me they could actually play the 
game,’ the Headmaster retorted. ‘I was expecting 
two tops in our direction, not theirs.’ 

‘They played together in the Girton College team 
at Cambridge,’ Benson replied. ‘Must be sixty years 
ago, now. Elsie always enjoys my little stories about 
our mishaps together.’ 

The Headmaster winced at this unwelcome 
information. ‘You do report them fairly, I trust?’  

‘You remember you blamed me for raising you to 
that spade slam last week?’ Benson continued. ‘Elsie 
thought you should have made it. I couldn’t quite 
follow her explanation, but she said that a dummy 
reversal was automatic!’          r

MEMBER SUSPENDED 
An EBU Disciplinary Committee recently 
considered the following charges against Laura 
Talamoni (BBO name: Laura Tal):   

D In a number of online teams matches (in the 
Richmond Online Knockout and the 
Richmond Summer Teams League) organised 
by Richmond Bridge Club, played on the 
Bridgebase Online (BBO) platform in May, 
June and July 2020, she was aware of the 
layout of the hands when playing. 

DThis was achieved by ‘self-kibitzing’: watching 
the sessions concerned via a separate BBO 
identity. 

DThat advantage was taken of this information 
to make calls and plays which were unlikely to 
have been made if unaware of the layout of 
the hands, to the benefit of her team’s bridge 
scores in those sessions. 

The defendant admitted the charges. A 
disciplinary hearing was held. 

The Disciplinary Committee found the charges 
proved, and that the defendant’s conduct 
constituted an offence under paragraph 3.2(iv) 
of the EBU Disciplinary Rules, being unfair or 
dishonest play. 

The Committee imposed a sanction of 
suspension of EBU membership for a period of 
21 months. The sanction reflected a plea of guilt 
at the earliest opportunity and other mitigating 
circumstances. 
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South plays in 4´. West leads the ™Q 

                           ´  4 3 
                           ™  9 5 4 3 2 
                           t  A K J 
                           ®  6 5 2 
     ´   J 10 7                             ´  K Q 2 
     ™   Q 6                                 ™  A J 10 8 7 
     t  Q 10 8 6 5 4                   t  9 7 2 

 ®  10 8                               ®  7 4 
                           ´  A 9 8 6 5 
                           ™  K 
                           t  3 
                           ®  A K Q J 9 3 

N 
W      E 

S

West         North           East       South 
Pass           Pass              2™1         Dble 
Pass           3™2               Pass        4´ 
All Pass 
1 Weak 2 ; 2 Not advocating, just reporting!

West         North           East       South 
2t1           Pass              3t         4t2 
Pass           4™3               Dble       4´4 
All Pass 
1 Weak 2; 2 Strong 2-suiter; 
3 Pass or correct; 4 spades and clubs

Teams: N/S Game. Dealer West. 

        ´   4 3 
       ™   9 5 4 3 2 
       t   A K J 
       ®   6 5 2 

                                ´  K Q 2 
                                ™  A J 10 8 7  
                                t  9 7 2 

                               ®  7 4  

N 
W      E 

S

No hurry here

Sleuth’s Quiz                            by Ron Klinger

click 
 

link

North has a tough problem in reply to South’s 
double. Given West is a passed hand and East has 
opened with a weak two, passing for penalties was 
definitely an option. North’s 3™ bid, intended as 
showing a maximum passed hand with no clear 
direction, was an overbid. Your task as East is to 
benefit from it. 

West leads the ™Q: 2-A-K 

You are East. What would you play next? 
It seems instinctive to switch to a club, dummy’s 
weak suit, but is it necessary? 

How many spades does South have, and what 
shape hand? 
Probably six, maybe five, possibly seven. 
If South has six spades, South’s minors can be 2-
4, 3-3, 4-2. If South has five spades, South might 
be 4-3 or 3-4 in the minors. With seven spades, 
South’s minors can be 3-2 or 2-3. As West would 
have led a top club if holding ®AK, in none of the 
above cases can a vital trick for the defence 
vanish. 

What follows from that? 
Since a club switch is not urgent and there is no 

point in switching to a diamond and no need to 
play a trump, East might as well return the ™J or 
™10. Here’s the full deal:

West led the ™Q: 2-A-K. East saw that any club 
tricks for the defence were not running away and 
returned the ™J, ruffed. After ´A and ´6 to ´Q, East 
played a third heart. West ruffed. South was one 
down, East-West +100 +12 IMPs.                Cont/. . .  

The deal comes from the national finals of a 
Seniors’ Teams and a Women’s Teams. In the 
Seniors’ final, after the auction given, East won trick 
one with the ™A and switched to the ®7. South 
took the ®A and played the ´A and ´9, East won 
and continued clubs. South won and played a third 
spade, ten tricks, +620. 

At the other table, East found the right defence, 
but the auction made it much easier for East: 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/ron-klinger


Please remember if you would like to receive 
a free diary with the September issue of 
English Bridge you will need to positively opt in 
(if you have not already done this). The 
deadline is 31 July 2021. You can do this online 
through MyEBU, by ringing 01296 317200, or 
by sending an email to karend@ebu.co.uk
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West         North           East       South 
Pass           Pass              Pass        1´1 
Pass           1NT              Pass        3® 
Pass           3´                Pass        4® 
Pass           5®                All Pass 
1 Promising five spades

West         North           East       South 
Pass           Pass              1™          2® 
All Pass

The lead was the ™Q and South made 11 tricks 
for +600 which was +10 IMPs.The other table bid: 

South made 11 tricks for +150, and everyone 
wondered why South hadn’t made a two-suited bid 
(like 2™ Michaels, showing spades and a minor) and 
why North didn’t raise to 3®. 

In the initial auction, Pass : Pass : 2™, South could 
have used a handy bid, if available in their system – 
4® by South would be Leaping Michaels, showing a 
good hand, five losers or fewer, with five plus spades 
(the unbid major) and five plus clubs (and 
preferably forcing). That should lead to 5®.        r

There is another reason to return the ™J or ™10 at 
trick two. Suppose South’s hand pattern is 5-2-1-5 
including ™K6. South knows that to play the ™6 will 
see East continue hearts to give West a ruff. South 
drops the ™K and hopes East will switch. Now 
South can ditch the second heart on dummy’s 
second diamond winner. 

The contract which is cold for N/S is 5®. The 
only table that managed it was in the Women’s final: 

YEAR END ONLINE CONGRESS

The Swiss Pairs was won by Derek Maggs & Phil 
Norman, with Ollie Burgess & Susanna Gross in 
second place. The Swiss Teams was won by 
Graham Sadie, Patrick Shields, Paul Denning & 
Richard Chamberlain with the team of Margaret 
Nygren, Martin Nygren, Phil King & Kevin 
Castner coming second. The Open Pairs was won 
by Jason Hackett & John Sansom, ahead of Tom 
Dessain & Tugrul Kaban. The Mixed Pairs was 
won by Ian Draper & Anne Rosen, just ahead of 
Gaynor Williams & John Wilmott.  

The new Jack High Swiss Pairs was won by Ann 
Robinson & Gordon Clark, with Junko Harris & 
Noriko Horsley finishing second. 

CAMROSE TROPHY: 1st WEEKEND

Ireland pipped England after the first weekend of 
the Camrose Trophy – a match between the home 
nations and Ireland, with Wales providing a 
second team as hosts for the second weekend.   

Richard Hillman & Keith Bennett, Michael 
Byrne & Kieran Dyke and John Atthey & Neil 
Rosen played for England after trials held in mid-
December. Jeremy Willans was the NPC. Richard, 
Keith and John had all played in a Junior 
Camrose, but took their first caps representing 
England in the Open section.   

The second weekend, which takes place at the 
beginning of March, will see England carry 
forward 59.39 VPs, just less than Ireland’s 60.71 
VPs. Wales are lying third with 50.79 VPs. England 
will be represented by Sally Brock & Barry Myers, 
Jon Cooke & Cameron Small and Ian Pagan & 
Shahzaad Natt. Claire Robinson will be NPC.

DIARY REMINDER & DEADLINE

SIMS PRIZE DRAW 
Cash prizes! 

Each club that hosted a Sim Pairs event is 
entered into a prize draw, with the opportunity 
to win £250. The following were the winners at 
the draw which took place in November at the 
Annual General Meeting: 

Prizes from the Sims  
Blundellsands BC, Merseyside & Cheshire 

Wellingborough BC, Northamptonshire 

Tunbridge Wells BC, Kent 

Lines BC (Saffron Walden), Cambs & Hunts. 

Make sure your club enters the 2021 Sims to be 
eligible for the Club Draw 

www.ebu.co.uk/sim-pairs

https://www.ebu.co.uk/sim-pairs
https://www.ebu.co.uk/node/4055
https://www.ebu.co.uk/node/4045
emailto:karend@ebu.co.uk


24 English Bridge February 2021 www.ebu.co.uk

 

Please take part – you have a good chance of 
winning! Sending an email is easy peasy - but 
don’t forget two answers - teams and pairs. 
lou@ebu.co.uk

A twin-pack of Piatnik playing cards is the prize on 
offer. For information on Piatnik cards visit 
www.gibsonsgames.co.uk/collections/all-cards 

There are TWO categories in our competi tion: up 
to and including Master, and those with higher 
ranking. Please indicate the category for which you 
are entering with your answers. In the event of a tie, 
the winner from each category will be randomly 
selected. The editor’s decision is final.   

Entries to the Editor, Leads Quiz, 
Raggett House, Bowdens, Langport, Somerset, 

TA10 0DD 
or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk  

by 31 March 2021. 
Please make sure you include your full postal 
address AND rank even if entering by e-mail 

TWO answers - Teams & PairsOpening leads are often subjective and 
virtual ly any opening lead can be successful 
some of the time. However, bridge is in 

many ways a game of percentages and there fore 
certain leads will gain more often than others. In 
each issue you will be given three hands and the 
bidding on each, and you are asked to choose your 
opening leads in both teams and pairs from those 
proposed by our Quizmaster. Answers will be in the 
next issue. In each problem you are on lead as West. 

Choose from: (a) ´10; (b) ™J; (c)t3; (d) ®2

  Hand 1 
 ´   10 7 
 ™   J 10 9 5 
 t   J 8 3 
 ®   K 10 4 2 

         South       West       North    East 
         1®1           Pass         1™          Pass 
         1NT2         Pass         3NT       All Pass 
1 could be short (2); 2 12-14

Choose from: (a) ´10; (b) ™A/K; (c) ™3; (d) t3

  Hand 3 
 ´   10 9 8 
 ™   A K 5 3 2 
 t   A 6 3 
 ®   7 4 

         South       West       North    East 
         1NT          Pass         3NT       All Pass

HHHHH

by Alan Mould

ANSWERS TO DECEMBER’S QUIZ: Page 44

SEND IN YOUR ENTRY!

Boy, has North chosen the wrong time to get in the 
action! This ought to be a bloodbath. 

Choose from: (a) ´A; (b) ™K; (c) tK; (d) ®K

  Hand 2 
 ´   A 10 8 5 2 
 ™   K Q J 
 t   K 
 ®   K Q 6 2 

         South       West       North    East 
                         1´           2NT1      Dble2  
         3t            Pass3        Pass        Dble  
         All Pass 
 1 minors; 2 values, penalty oriented; 3  forcing

HHHHH

emailto:lou@ebu.co.uk
emailto:lou@ebu.co.uk


We will always match prices where possible – email for details

Order online via our website only 
www.bridge-warehouse.co.uk 

Orders are dispatched weekly 
Please email with queries: bridge.warehouse@ebu.co.uk 

https://www.bridge-warehouse.co.uk/
emailto:bridge-warehouse@ebu.co.uk
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Beat Today’s Experts 

These hands are all from modern events 
and David Bird points to some useful lessons 
to be learned from them. Bid them with 
your partner and then see how your efforts 
compare with the experts’ bidding. 

FEBRUARY 2021 
WEST HANDS 

(IMP scoring on every deal) 

  1.  Game All                  ´  A Q J 10 7 2 
       Dealer West               ™  A K Q 10 3 
                                        t  Q 3 
       (Vainikonis)                ®  – 
   * South bids 3®, North bids 4® 
 
   2.  Game All                   ´  A K 8 6 5 3 
       Dealer East                ™  A 4 2 
                                        t  5 
       (Sielicki)                     ®  Q J 5 

 
   3.  N/S Game                 ´  K Q 10 7  
       Dealer South             ™  K 8 7 2 
                                        t  A J 8 6 
       (Kazmiercza)              ®  3 
 
   4.  N/S Game                 ´  A Q 9 8 5 4 
       Dealer East                ™  3 
                                        t  A K J 6 2 
       (Ghigheci)                  ®  9 
 
   5.  Game All                   ´  A J 10 
       Dealer East                ™  J 3 
                                        t  A K 10 2 
       (Ghigheci)                  ®  A Q 10 4 
 
   6.  N/S Game                ´  10 7 
       Dealer East                ™  A 9 5 
                                        t  K Q 9 5 4 
       (Larsen)                     ®  A 8 2 

 * South bids 1™ 

    Did you beat the experts? – Page 33

Beat Today’s Experts 

These hands are all from modern events 
and David Bird points to some useful lessons 
to be learned from them. Bid them with 
your partner and then see how your efforts 
compare with the experts’ bidding. 

FEBRUARY 2021 
EAST HANDS 

(IMP scoring on every deal) 

  1.  Game All                  ´  K 8 6 
       Dealer West               ™  6 4 2 
                                        t  K 7 6 4 
       (Olanski)                   ®  10 7 4 
   * South bids 3®, North bids 4® 
 
   2.  Game All                   ´  4 
       Dealer East                ™  K 10 7 
                                        t  8 6 4 
       (Wojcicki)                   ®  A K 9 7 3 2 

 
   3.  N/S Game                 ´  A  
       Dealer South             ™  A Q 6 5 4 3 
                                        t  K 4 3 2 
       (Jasinski)                    ®  9 8 
 
   4.  N/S Game                 ´  K 
       Dealer East                ™  A K Q J 9 6 2 
                                        t  5 4 
       (Briciu)                       ®  A Q 10 
 
   5.  Game All                   ´  K Q 7 5 
       Dealer East                ™  A K 5 4 2 
                                        t  – 
       (Briciu)                       ®  J 9 6 5 
 
   6.  N/S Game                ´  J 8 
       Dealer East                ™  Q 7 
                                        t  A J 3 
       (Eyde)                        ®  K J 10 9 7 6 

 * South bids 1™ 

    Did you beat the experts? – Page 33
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NEVENA SENIOR 
Diamond Award  

       EBU Awards 2020
These awards were announced at the 2020 AGM. The Diamond Award is given to players in recognition of excellence and 
success over a sustained period for England’s international teams. The Silver Award is given in recognition of long service and 
an outstanding contribution to the administration of the game of bridge. The Tony Priday award is given for outstanding 
contribution to bridge and enhancing the game in all its aspects. The Dimmie Fleming Awards are given in recognition of hard 
work for bridge as volunteers in administration at county level, typically giving 10 or more years of service.

ANDREW KAMBITES 
Silver Award 

GUNNAR HALLBERG 
Diamond Award 

England was lucky that Gunnar 
Hallberg has chosen to live here 
since 1995, after enjoying great 
success at the bridge table in his 
native Sweden. 

He reached the semi-finals for 
England in the 2000 World 
Olympiad, and has won 
numerous international trophies 
including North America's 
prestigious Vanderbilt trophy – 
the first British player to do so. 

In 2009 Gunnar reached the 
final of the European Open Pairs 
Championships. Later that year, 
with John Holland, he won the 
Gold Medal in the Senior 
Bermuda Bowl for England. In 
2015 he was part of the England 
team which reached the quarter-
finals of the D'Orsi Trophy at the 
World Bridge Championships. 

In 2016 he won a silver medal 
at the EBL's European Winter 
Games in Monaco. 

This gentle giant is the most 
affable of men and a fine 
ambassador for the game. 

Originally from Bulgaria, 
Nevena Senior has lived in 
England with her husband, 
Brian Senior for many years. She 
first represented these shores 
before devolution, playing for 
the Great Britain. She has since 
been a consistent presence in the 
England Women’s Team. 

The list of her medals in 
European and World 
championships is endless. She 
has won the European Women’s 
teams twice for England (2012 
& 2014) and the World Women’s 
Olympiad twice (2008 & 2012). 
Domestically, she has won the 
Spring Foursomes, Crockfords 
and the National Swiss Teams, 
and represented England in 
both the Lady Milne and the 
Camrose. 

It is not only for the contents 
of her bulging trophy cabinet 
that Nevena is being honoured. 
She is also a fine and supportive 
teammate, and contributes to 
bridge through teaching and 
proof-reading English Bridge.

Andrew is a bridge grandmaster, 
a leading bridge teacher, a force 
in the creation of bridge teaching 
software, a prolific bridge writer 
and is actively involved in 
running bridge holidays. 

Andrew was an EBU director, 
served as Chief Tournament 
Director for Gloucestershire on 
the GCBA Committee for four 
years, and was a senior congress 
director on the EBU directors' 
panel until recently retiring.  

Andrew was heavily involved 
with EBTA, the EBU teachers' 
association. He wrote many of 
the Bridge for All books, and 
provided a hand-bank for teachers. 

He has created seminar notes 
on nearly all aspects of bridge 
which he generously sends to 
almost anyone who requests a 
copy. Through his seminars, 
directing, making up numbers 
for afternoon bridge, and general 
advice, he has helped thousands 
of people with their bridge over 
the last 20 years.
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MORE AWARDS OVERLEAF

https://www.ebu.co.uk/node/3970
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JOHN WITHERS (STAFFS & SHROPS) 
Dimmie Fleming 

John has been a tireless supporter of the county for more 
than 20 years. Initially he was Membership Secretary – 

before the age of computerisation (we forget how much work that 
involved). He also worked hard on statistics relating to the 
introduction of P2P – who would benefit, who would lose out and at 
what level the county should pitch the county subscription. His work 
enabled the county to defuse any potential issues that would certainly 
have arisen without his work on this topic. 

He was usually the representative of Wolverhampton Bridge Club at 
county committee meetings and a major player in its administration. 

He was at the forefront of ‘computer’ scoring for the county. If there 
is any sort of computer problem, at any club, John is your man.  

More recently he was at the forefront of starting up the county 
online bridge clubs, liaising with the TDs and taking on the role of 
Membership Secretary for the, at the time, two new online clubs.  

Over the years he has represented the county at various EBU 
national meetings, always ready to stand in for another representative 
in his/her absence. John is always willing to take on any task or 
problem – a classic example of an unsung hero, and thoroughly 
deserves the nomination. 

       EBU Awards 2020

Peter wrote his first article in the 
Daily Mail in 1966, and his 
bridge column has appeared 
every weekday since. He is the 
longest-serving daily newspaper 
columnist by several years. 

Aside from writing, he has 
pursued several worthy causes to 
the benefit of the game, which 
has been his lifelong passion. His 
priority has been to help others 
improve, and he has always been 
available for guidance and advice 
on bridge-related matters. He 
has also hosted popular seminars 
at top hotels around the country. 

PETER DONOVAN 
Tony Priday Award

PETER PENNINGTON-SMITH (NORFOLK) 
Dimmie Fleming 

For nearly 10 years Peter, initially with his late wife, 
Margaret, was the Norfolk County Competition Secretary. 
At the time this required an extraordinary degree of 

dedication. Planning the annual schedule, booking venues and 
preparing the annual Fixture Card was only the start of the process. 
He attended every event, organising the venue, directing, scoring, 
preparing Master Point forms, then with advances in technology, 
uploading the results to the website and the EBU. 

In 2015-16 he was President of the County Association, visiting all 
clubs in the county – affiliated and non-affiliated – travelling long 
distances, often late at night, and sometimes in inclement weather. 

Peter is a member of a number of clubs in Norfolk. He was an early 
member of Wymondham & District BC, serving on the committee for 
25 years and is now Chief Tournament Director and the lynchpin of 
its Find-a-partner service. He is also a frequent director at ABC club. 

ELIZABETH KELLY 
(ISLE OF MAN) 
Dimmie Fleming 

Elizabeth is the EBU 
County Shareholder, the 
Competitions Secretary and runs 
the Isle of Man congress. She is 
also director at the Douglas 
Bridge Club.  Over the years she 
has put in a tremendous amount 
of effort to run these events and is 
a pillar to the committee. 

During lockdown she has 
rallied around and helped 
support online clubs and used  
her organisational skills to 
promote bridge on the island. MORE AWARDS OVERLEAF
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ELAYNE MEAKIN (WARWICKSHIRE) 
Dimmie Fleming 

Elayne has been a stalwart member of the Warwickshire 
Executive Committee since 2009. The extent of her 

contribution as Competitions Secretary for more than a decade has 
encompassed a variety of activities, seeing annual table numbers rise 
and top the 400 mark.  

Elayne has played a major role in organising county events, greeting  
players and overseeing arrangements, even though she does not play 
in many of them. She has made a significant contribution to the 
rejuvenation and success of the Midland Counties Congress, formerly 
a three-counties event, now Warwickshire’s Green Point Weekend. She 
has deferred her intended retirement to help WCBA deal with the 
unprecedented challenges presented by Covid in her inimitable, 
unassuming, but highly effective manner.

       EBU Awards 2020

PAT BEASLEY (LEICESTERSHIRE) 
Dimmie Fleming 

Pat Beasley has been co-opted to 
the LCBA Committee as 
Membership Secretary since 
1996. She has also served as 
Minutes Secretary and General 
Secretary. Up to 2010, when P2P 
was introduced, Pat ensured that 
everyone playing in the LCBA 
Competitions were paid-up 
members collecting up to £8000  
each year. Pat has also organised 
meetings and venue bookings. 
Most of all Pat has given Neil 
tremendous support over many 
years. Both Pat and Neil are 
standing down at the AGM 2021. 

NEIL BEASLEY 
(LEICESTERSHIRE) 
Dimmie Fleming 

Neil joined the LCBA Executive 
in 1980 as a committee member.  
He has served as Tournament 
Secretary, Vice Chairman and 
Chairman before becoming a 
committee member again. Neil 
has been Master Point Secretary 
since 2004. As the current 
Tournament Secretary he has 
taken on the demanding role of 
sending adverts for competitions 
to clubs, acting as competition 
controller, ensuring there is a 
TD, providing the relevant 
paperwork for him or her and 
keeping track of the results.

DICK WHEELER (SUSSEX) 
Dimmie Fleming 

Dick Wheeler has served the Sussex County CBA for many 
years as the Honorary Secretary and efficiently performs 
all the day-to-day mundane tasks that no one else 

particularly wishes to be involved with. Many candidates for senior 
roles in the county have said they were only prepared to stand if Dick 
stays on as Secretary. 

Dick’s roles increase every year and include organising the AGM 
and EGMs, ownership of the Association Constitution, membership 
of the Management Committee, provider of policy advice, primary 
communicator with affiliated clubs, Chairmanship and Secretary of 
the Tournament Committee, SCCBA Shareholder, SCCBA Youth 
Officer, Teaching Co-ordinator (adults) and Charities Co-ordinator.

STUART DAVIES (YORKSHIRE) 
Dimmie Fleming 

Stuart has been a mainstay of county tournament 
organisation in Yorkshire for 20 years, and an active 

member of the management committee. Appointed Tournament 
Secretary in 2001 he oversees the organisation of Yorkshire’s annual 
congress. In 2010 Yorkshire CBA took over the running of the Great 
Northern Swiss Pairs on behalf of the EBU, and subsequently the 
Easter Festival and the Harrogate Spring Congress in 2017. All these 
events have been highly successful and Stuart has played a hugely 
significant role in the planning, receiving entries and the overall 
organisation of all three. He has also organised sim pairs and leagues 
for Yorkshire. His contribution to the bridge scene in the county has 
been immeasurable.
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 South plays 4™. West led the ®K 

                           ´  A K Q 9 3 
                           ™  Q J 
                           t  Q 6 
                           ®  8 5 4 3 

     ´   8                                    ´  4 
     ™   K 3                                  ™  7 5 4 
     t  3                                     t   

 ®  A K                                 ®  7 2 

                           ´  6 2 
                           ™  A 10 9 8 6 2 
                           t  A 8 5 2 
                           ®  J 

N 
W      E 

S

        
´  A K Q 9 3 

        ™  Q J 
        t  Q 6 
        ®  8 5 4 3 
                                
                                  

                             
          
        ´  6 2               
        ™  A 10 9 8 6 2 
        t  A 8 5 2         
        ®  J 

N 
W      E 

S

Clever play

Heather’s Hints                      by Heather Dhondy

click 
 

link

Playing teams, West opens 1t and North 

overcalls 1´. South bids 2™, and West re-

enters the auction with 2NT. How do you 

play a call of 2NT in this auction? 

         West        North     East       South 
         1t            1´           Pass        2™ 
         2NT          Dble        3®         3™ 
         Pass          4™           All Pass   

         West        North     East       South 
         1t            1´           Pass        2´ 
         2NT                        

When partner has passed and the opponents are 
both bidding, it is not useful to play it as showing a 
strong balanced hand. You are very unlikely to make 
it, since dummy is known to be weak, and it is more 
useful to use it to show an unbalanced hand, 
suggesting six of your first suit, and four of the 
remaining unbid suit, in this case clubs. Three clubs 
can then suggest a five-five shape.  

If the opponents had only bid one suit, your 2NT 
rebid would show six of your first suit and four of 
either of the two remaining unbid suits. For 
example if the auction was as follows: 

then 2NT means you could have either clubs or 
hearts. Partner should respond three of the 
preferred minor on the assumption that you hold 
clubs, however if you remove a 3® bid to 3t, this 
confirms that your second suit was hearts, and 
partner can chose between red suits. 

What call do you now make with the North cards? 

You have extra values for your overcall and you 
should show this with a double. East bids 3®, South 
rebids 3™, and this is raised to four by North which 
ends the auction. 

West leads the ®K, and follows this with the ´8. 
You win in dummy and run the queen of trumps 
which loses to the king. West now continues with 
another top club which you ruff and draw trumps 
in two further rounds, West discarding a diamond 
on the third round, and you discard a club from 
dummy. How do you plan the play? 

This is where you have got to, and you have lost 
two tricks so far: 

You know that the spades are not going to break 
for you, however the king of diamonds is almost 
certain to be with West. You need six further tricks 
which means that you need to make two diamonds. 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/heather-dhondy
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 South plays 4™. West led the ®K 

                           ´  A K Q 9 3 
                           ™  Q J 
                           t  Q 6 
                           ®  8 5 4 3 

     ´   8                                    ´  J 10 7 5 4 
     ™   K 3                                  ™  7 5 4 
     t  K J 10 9 7 3                     t  4 

 ®  A K Q 9                           ®  10 7 6 2 

                           ´  6 2 
                           ™  A 10 9 8 6 2 
                           t  A 8 5 2 
                           ®  J 

N 
W      E 

S

If you play spades first, you will need to ruff 
something to get back to hand and lead towards the 
diamond queen. West will be able to win and force 
you to ruff a club with your last trump while the 
diamonds are still blocked. Therefore you must play 
a low diamond now. If West wins and plays a club, 
you will be able to cash your winners in dummy and 
will have one further trump in hand to return to the 
tA. This was the full deal: 

 HEATHER’S HINTS 

DIn an auction where you have opened the 
bidding and partner has said nothing, play 2NT 
to show six of your suit and four of another 
unbid suit, rather than a strong balanced hand. 

DMake use of the information the opponents 
have given to help you to count the hand. 
Taking an active role in a competitive auction 
can be a two-edged sword when the opponents 
use it to their advantage, but of course it can be 
useful to partner too, and sometimes you will 
win the contract yourself.       r

PREMIER GRAND MASTERS 
Congratulations to 

Babs Matthews, Cumbria 

Jonathan Mestel, Cambs & Hunts 
on becoming  

Premier Grand Masters 
the English Bridge Union’s highest rank, 

requiring 1,500 Green Points

RESULTS OF INTERNATIONAL TRIALS
Camrose 1st weekend 
Richard Hillman &  
Keith Bennett  

Michael Byrne &  
Kieran Dyke  

John Atthey &  
Neil Rosen  

NPC Jeremy Willans

Camrose 2nd weekend 
Sally Brock &   
Barry Myers  

Jon Cooke &   
Cameron Small  

Ian Pagan &   
Shahzaad Natt  

NPC Claire Robinson 

Teltscher Trophy 

Alan Mould &   

John Holland  

Patrick Shields &  

Richard Chamberlain  

David Mossop &  

Gunnar Hallberg 

Teltscher EBU Team 

Trevor Ward &  

John Hassett   

Nick Smith &   

Roger Bryant  

Clive Owen &   

Nick Stevens 

ADVERTISEMENTS  

Although staff of English Bridge and the staff of 
Danby Advertising (Advertising Agent for English 
Bridge) take reasonable precautions to protect the 
interests of readers by ensuring as far as 
practicable that advertisements in the pages of 
English Bridge are bona fide, the magazine and its 
publisher, the EBU, cannot accept any undertaking 
in respect of claims made against advertisers, 
whether these advertisements are printed as part 
of the magazine, or are in the form of inserts. 
Legal remedies are available if redress is sought, 
and readers who have complaints should address 
them to the advertiser, should consult a local 
Trading Standards Office or a Citizens Advice 
Bureau or their own solicitors. Members should 
ensure when booking holidays that they take 
suitable precautions to protect their booking: 
check the company is part of a relevant 
organisation (e.g. ABTA); take out suitable travel 
insurance; pay at least £100 by credit card. Readers 
should note that prices advertised may not be 
accurate due to currency exchange rate 
fluctuations or tax changes.



32 English Bridge February 2021 www.ebu.co.uk

West         East 
1™             2™

West         East 
1´             2´

C
hris Jagger continues his series on 
playing Acol at the very highest level and 
lays bare his system card. 

Bidding hands with support for partner is an 
important part of the game, because you are a lot 
more likely to make game or slam with a fit than 
you are without a fit. It is also important because 
opponents are more likely to be competing and able 
to make something of their own if you have a fit.  

That said, it is not so important that we make 
every bid in our system show a fit of some kind, as 
some players do – we believe that makes it too hard 
when you don’t have a fit. Perhaps we are just 
pessimists! Our principle with fits is largely as 
follows: 

D If we play in a part score we want to be as low as 
possible. That said, with bigger fits, we are 
prepared to sacrifice playing low if it means we 
can pre-empt the opposition a little more.  

D In the part score/game zone we try not to show 
our hand too much, but bid largely based on the 
power and size of the fit. This is because if you 
give away too much information opponents are 
more likely to beat your game contracts. I am still 
scarred by the memory of a hand where we 
beautifully showed our hands, and diagnosed that 
game wasn’t making, so played in 3™, going one 
off when opponents got off to the best lead. The 
rest of the field failed to diagnose the misfit, and 
played in 4™ making, when opponents led 
differently. It wasn’t a great score!  

DAbove game, by and large slams make because 
you have the right cards to make slam, rather than 
because of the defence. So we believe we need to 
have the machinery to show our hands in order to 
reach slam. Sometimes this means that we give 
away information when we subside in game, but 
that is a price to pay for bidding the slams. That 
said, there are times we won’t even look for slam 
in order to avoid giving away information for a 
fairly remote chance of slam.  

Raising One of a Major

AAccooll  UUnnvveeiilleedd                           by Chris Jagger

So having outlined the principles, how does it work? 

SIMPLE RAISE TO THE 2-LEVEL 

click 
 

link

or

This is a normal limit raise, but with the better 
hands being removed. If it has four-card support, it 
will be up to a poor seven count. With three-card 
support, it might be as high as a bad nine count; 
with a better hand that wants to go to game 
opposite a 15-16 balanced hand, you respond with a 
new suit at the two level rather than raising or 
bidding 1NT. Bidding 1NT would virtually never 
have three-card support over 1´ as a 5-3 fit is 
known (we play 1´ as always at least five, whereas 
1™ is either five hearts or 4-4 majors with 15-19 
balanced). Over the 1™ opener we still freely raise to 
2™ with three-card support unless completely 
balanced, when we bid 1NT. 

Having narrowed the range of the raise, we do not 
then need to make as many game tries as some 
people, keeping the bidding lower. On top of this we 
don’t believe in making marginal game tries. When 
you make an invite, you are more likely to go off in 
a contract, and on those occasions when partner 
doesn’t even accept the game try, you are playing 
one level higher for no great reason.  

For example, if 50% of the time partner accepts 
the invite and 50% of the time he rejects it, then 
50% of the time you have pushed yourself higher 
for no reason, and may well go off in the part score. 
The other 50% of the time you are in game, and 
though this may be worth it, if you only make the 
game 50% of the time then only 25% of the total 
time are you doing something better for your side. 
At the same time, 25% of the total time you are 
going off in game, and a certain amount of the 
remaining 50% of the time, you are going off at the 
three-level instead of making the safe two-level 
contract. 

EXAMPLES AND CONTINUATIONS ONLINE, PAGE 69

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/chris-jagger
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to game on his own hand and East is bringing two 
important gifts to the party. Yes, we can see that both 
majors break badly, but it is still an excellent slam that 
should be bid. North led the ™9 against the game contract 
and 12 tricks were made. 

1. Game All. Dealer West

Beat Today’s Experts 
click 

 
link

2. Game All. Dealer East

Wojcicki’s 2® was natural and showed 11-15 HCP. Sielicki’s 
artificial 2t response indicated a hand of at least game-try 
strength. Clubs were agreed and East was happy to show his 
heart control. RKCB then capped a classy auction. After a 
diamond lead, declarer was able to take two diamond ruffs. 
Had a trump been led, he would have succeeded by setting 
up dummy’s spade suit. 

The East-West hands represent something of a problem 
in a natural system. What is West to say after a start of 1®-
1´-2®? Traditionally, 3´ is a limit rebid, although some 
play it differently nowadays. One solution is to treat the 
next suit up (2t here) as third-suit forcing, an artificial 
game force. 

A similar auction at the other table stopped in 5® for a 
loss of 13 IMPs. 

Awards: 6® (10), 5®/4´ (5), part scores (1).

by David Bird
ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS ON PAGE 26

                        ´   Q J 9 2 
                        ™   Q 8 6 
                        t   A J 7 
       ®  8 6 4 
  ´  A K 8 6 5 3                     ´  4 
  ™ A 4 2                             ™  K 10 7 
  t 5                                    t  8 6 4 
  ® Q J 5                              ®  A K 9 7 3 2 
                         ´   10 7 
                        ™   J 9 5 3 
                        t   K Q 10 9 3 2 
       ®  10 

West          North          East          South 
Sielicki          C. Baldysz      Wojcicki      S. Baldysz   
                                     2®            Pass 
2t             Pass             3®            Pass 
3´              Pass             3NT          Pass 
4®             Pass             4™            Pass 
4NT           Pass             5™            Pass 
6®             All Pass          

N 
W      E 

S

                        ´   9 5 4 3 
                        ™   9 
                        t   J 9 8 5 
       ®  A 6 3 2 
  ´  A Q J 10 7 2                   ´  K 8 6 
  ™ A K Q 10 3                     ™  6 4 2 
  t Q 3                                t  K 7 6 4 
  ® –                                    ®  10 7 4 
                         ´   – 
                        ™   J 8 7 5 
                        t   A 10 2 
       ®  K Q J 9 8 5 

West          North            East         South 
Vainikonis    Araszergani     Olanski      Kotowicz   
2®             Pass               2t           3® 
3´              4®                 4´            All Pass  

N 
W      E 

S

Cont/. . .

We start with some deals from the Polish 
League. What should Olanski bid at his 
second turn? As I see it, 4´ is seriously 
inadequate. The opponents’ bidding suggests 
that West will be short in clubs. He has forced 

West           North          East          South 
Pszczola        Skrzypczak    Kalita         Gierulski   
2®               Pass              2t            4® 
4´               5®               Pass          Pass 
5™               Pass              6´            All Pass

Kalita judged that he was too strong to bid 5´ and waited 
with a forcing pass. He then leapt to 6´ over partner’s 5™. 
Very well bid! North quite rightly did not lead the ™9 
against a slam. Pszczola ruffed the ®A lead, played the ´Q 
and then turned to hearts in case North held four hearts and 
a fourth round could be ruffed in dummy. This was barely 
possible on the bidding and the slam went an unlucky one 
down. 

Awards: 6´ (10), 6™ (8), games (5).

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/david-bird
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3. N/S Game. Dealer South

4. N/S Game. Dealer East

so who are we to quibble on the route taken to the summit? 

Well bid! 

We will not have cause to utter those words again after 

studying the auction at the other table: 

West                                   East 
Ionita                                      Stegaroiu   

                                          1™ 

1´                                       3® 

3t                                      4™ 

All Pass 

Whether you think 2® or 1™ is a better start, it seems 

that East did manage to convey a good picture of his hand 

‒ huge playing strength with excellent hearts. Surely West 

can either raise to 6™ or at least make some further move? 

With the auction already forced to game, I don’t see that 

3t showed any particular strength.. 

Awards: 7NT/7™ (10), 6NT/6™ (7), 6´ (6), 7´ (4), games (2).

 
 

West                           East 
Ghigheci                         Briciu   
                                   2® 
2´                               3™ 

         4t                                4NT 
5™                               6™ 
6NT                             7NT 
All Pass                         

We will now take a short flight from Poland 

to Romania. Are we talking about a Premier 

League still? No, this time it’s a Super League. 

Two powerful hands without a trump fit 

are notoriously difficult to bid. The logic 

behind West’s 6NT is unclear to me, unless it 

was constructive in some way. East then had 

an easy raise to 7NT with 13 tricks on top,

                        ´   J 9 6 2            
                        ™   J 10 9              
                        t   10                 
       ®  A J 10 7 5 
  ´  K Q 10 7                           ´  A 
  ™ K 8 7 2                              ™  A Q 6 5 4 3 
  t A J 8 6                               t  K 4 3 2 
  ® 3                                       ®  9 8 
                         ´   8 5 4 3           
                        ™   – 
                        t   Q 9 7 5         
       ®  K Q 6 4 2 

West              North        East          South 
Kazmiercza      Koluda         Jasinski       Lutek   
                                                        Pass 
1t                  Pass            1™            Pass 
3™                  Pass            3´            Pass 
4®                  Pass            4NT          Pass 
5™                  Pass            6™            All Pass  

N 
W      E 

S

West           North          East          South 
Gardzielew    Chodacki       Sakowicz    Marks   
                                                       Pass 
1t               Pass              1™            Dble 
2™               3®               3´            Pass 
4®               Pass              6t            All Pass

6™ is a great contract, with the ´KQ providing two 
diamond discards from the East hand. Who do you blame 
for reaching the inferior and failing 6t? I don’t really see 
why East wanted to suggest playing in diamonds, 
particularly if the 2™ raise had promised 4-card support. 
Perhaps West read his partner for four hearts and longer 
diamonds, although East might then have bid 4t instead 
of 3´. 

Awards:  6™ (10),  6t (6), games (4).

´ A Q 9 8 5 4 ´ K 
™ 3 ™ A K Q J 9 6 2 
t A K J 6 2 t 5 4 
® 9 ® A Q 10

N 
W      E 

S

Jasinski received a double raise and was happy to see 
partner cue-bid in clubs. He gave no thought to a 
diamond contract, bidding 6™ when he heard of two key-
cards opposite. 
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5. Game All. Dealer East

West’s 2® was forcing to game. If 4NT was RKCB, the 
jump 6® response may have shown one key-card and a 
useful void. Declarer won the ´8 lead with the king and 
played a trump to the 10, which won. He continued with 
®A, a diamond ruff in dummy and the ®J. A quick claim 
followed. Neatly bid and neatly played. 

At the other table East arrived in 6® and West corrected 
to 6NT. What would you have led from the North hand? 

On any lead but a heart, South would be caught in an 
extremely unlikely red-suit squeeze after the club finesse 
fails. When North found the killer ™9 lead, declarer ran it 
to South’s queen. The ®7 return went to North’s king and 
that was a speedy one down. 

Awards: 6® (10), 6NT (7), games (5), 7® (3), 7NT (1).

6. N/S Game. Dealer East Our brief air tour of European bridge ends at the Danish 
premier league. Larsen had a tricky bid at his second turn. 
Would 3™ show a heart stopper or ask for one? It’s not 
clear. He avoided the problem by bidding 3NT and was 
spared immediate defeat when North led the ™3, to the 
queen, king and ace. Declarer played five rounds of 
diamonds and then misguessed the clubs for one down.  

The pairs that I featured first for each deal achieved an impressive 49/60. The pairs at the other table 
scored 40/60. The problems were not easy and any score above 40 is commendable.  

TIPS TO REMEMBER 
D A partner who opens 2® and rebids in a suit suggests game in hand, or very close to it. If you hold an 

ace, or perhaps a useful king and a queen, you should move towards a slam.  
D When you are considering a slam in partner’s long suit, a side-suit singleton may produce extra ruffing 

tricks. You should have no qualms about cue-bidding in such a suit.  
D When partner chooses to play in a suit slam, he may be allowing for some ruffing tricks in his hand. 

Be wary of correcting into 6NT, just because your hand is balanced and you have two or three extra 
points.                                                                                                                                                                r

                        ´   9 8 3 2           
                        ™   9 7                  
                        t   7 6 5             
       ®  K 8 3 2 
  ´  A J 10                                ´  K Q 7 5 
  ™ J 3                                     ™  A K 5 4 2 
  t A K 10 2                            t  – 
  ® A Q 10 4                           ®  J 9 6 5 
                         ´   6 4                 
                        ™   Q 10 8 6 
                        t   Q J 9 8 4 3    
       ®  7 

West            North       East         South 
Ghigheci         Marina       Briciu         Gradinariu   
                                    1™            Pass 
2®                Pass          2™            Pass 
2NT              Pass          3®           Pass 
4NT              Pass          6®           All Pass  

N 
W      E 

S

                        ´   K Q 6 4 3       
                        ™   10 6 3             
                        t   10 6              
       ®  Q 4 3 
  ´  10 7                                  ´  J 8 
  ™ A 9 5                                 ™  Q 7 
  t K Q 9 5 4                          t  A J 3 
  ® A 8 2                                 ®  K J 10 9 7 6 
                         ´   A 9 5 2          
                        ™   K J 8 4 2 
                        t   8 7 2             
       ®  5 

West         North           East         South 
Larsen         Caspersen       Eyde          Graversen   
                                      1®           1™ 
2t             Pass               3t           Pass 
3NT           All Pass           

West        North           East        South 
S. Bilde      Røn                 M. Bilde    Brondum   
                                     1®          1™ 
2t            Dble              3®          3´ 
4™            Pass               5®          All Pass  

N 
W      E 

S

Here North’s double showed spades and heart tolerance, 
which dampened any E/W thoughts of 3NT. Against 5® 
the defenders cashed two spade tricks, North switching to 
a heart. Declarer then cleverly read South for a singleton 
club after his vulnerable 3´ bid. Finessing the ®J 
successfully gave him the game. 

Awards:  5® (10), 5t (9), 3NT (4), part scores (3).
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There should be a pause over a weak two bid, 
even if there is no skip bid warning.  So there is not 
necessarily any unauthorised information.  Online, 
the situation is unclear due to players’ unfamiliarity 
(see section 2.1.3 in the Sky-Blue Book) 

There are a number of hands which will pass as 
dealer and then double a weak two. The doubler has 
protection as they have already denied opening 
values, so their partner will not take the bidding too 
high. I recall a ruling on a hand with two aces and 
1·4·4·4 shape, which passed as dealer and 2♠ was 
opened. The overwhelming majority doubled –
sufficient that Pass was not a logical alternative.

Ask Robin                         Compiled by Robin Barker

click 
 

link

Trouble at the table

There have been several questions about 
whether to alert bids above 3NT when self-
alerting online.

Steve Bliss writes: Twice recently an 
opponent, who was dealer, passed; his left 
hand opponent opened a weak two; his 

partner thought for a while and then passed; his 
right hand opponent passed; and the dealer now 
came to life with a double (described as take-out) 
which his partner converted to penalties by 
passing.  

Clearly there was some unauthorised 
information when the partner thought then 
passed, which might give grounds for an adjusted 
score. However, except when you've miscounted 
your hand, can it ever be valid to pass as a dealer 
(not strong enough to want to play at the one 
level) and then double after a weak two (prepared 
to play at the three level)? 

A quick one (from the editor). Is 1® (may be 

short) within a ‘Level 2 system or below’?

At Level 2, this is Blue Book 6C2, which allows: 

DFive-card majors with better minor or a short club 
suit 

Below Level 2, there are various provisions for 
simple systems.  White Book 1.9.A, allows:  

D1® either natural or prepared 

However, below Level 2, the tournament organiser 
(or the TD) can decide what is to be allowed, 
depending on the nature of the event. 

The reason for not alerting bids above 3NT in F2F 

bridge is that it will usually help partner and the 

opponents probably don’t need to know until the 

end of the auction.  Playing online (BBO or 

RealBridge) with self-alerts, partner does not see the 

alert/explanation so there is no downside to alerting 

and bids above 3NT should be alerted/explained 

immediately.   

There is no simple rule for doubles/redoubles 

above 3NT; but this is what the September update 

to the Sky-Blue Book says: 

… bids and passes above 3NT should continue to be 

alerted if artificial or unexpected. 

However, doubles and redoubles above 3NT need 

only be alerted if required by [the Blue Book].  Note 

that some artificial doubles/redoubles above 3NT 

which may not be explained by opponents, and 

players should routinely ask for an explanation.

Robin Barker is the EBU’s Deputy Chief 
Tournament Director. He is editor of 
the White Book and looks forward to 

answering your questions. Please email him 
– robin@ebu.co.uk. 

The author, English Bridge and the EBU are 
not responsible if the information provided is 
incorrect or incomplete.

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/robin-barker
emailto:robin@ebu.co.uk
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Mike Rothwell asked for some help on a 
couple of directing issues. E/W are very 
inexperienced and N/S are more 

experienced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East forgot that they were playing Landy and bid 
2®. They ended up in 3® giving them 95%. 
Would you allow West to pass East’s 3® bid? Do 
you take into account the level of the players? If 
East had a hand suitable for Landy and was worth 
another try after the 2´ response they would never 
bid 3®, so the bid can’t exist.  

Either online or F2F, West has no unauthorised 
information and can decide that East has forgotten 
and pass 3®. West’s pass would be evidence that 
East does forget, but we already know that East 
forgets. There is also the question of whether East is 
allowed to bid 3®. With online self-alerting, East 
has no unauthorised information, and is free to 
choose 3®. 

Face-to-face, East can bid 3® if that is what they 
would bid with no alert/explanation of 2®.  Here, 
we can indeed use East’s inexperience because Law 
16 talks of ‘class of players in question’. If players in 
East’s class would all bid 3® (because they do not 
understand 2´ and think partner has not 
understood 2®) then Pass (or any other bid) is not 
a logical alternative to 3®, and East is ‘allowed’ to 
bid 3®.  Online bridge gives some insight into how 
players bid in these situations! 

Failure to self-alert when a player has forgotten 
the system will not normally damage the 
opponents, because the opponents will assume the 
call is natural and that matches the hand if not the 
agreement. Failure to self-alert when the player has 
made an alertable call but simply forgotten to alert 
is different: now there may be no misunderstanding 
but the bidding is not as it seems, and the 
opponents are very likely to be damaged. 

But there are no (automatic) penalties for 
mistaken calls, so the situation is not treated more 
harshly in one form of the game or the other, just 
differently. When East realises they have misbid and 
failed to explain, they can click on 2®  and write an 
explanation ‘Landy – but I forgot’.      r 

Bryan Willis asks: Could you tell me please, 
the procedure for declarer to ask a defender 
the meaning of a discard. 

Second, are there rules somewhere about the 
necessity for a husband and wife partnership to 
play in different rooms? (Seems obvious but I am 
being asked). 

 The other question is about playing on BBO. 
With this hand, if you were playing F2F, West 
would alert and the 2® would be a mistaken call. 
On BBO East should self-alert Landy. So does the 
failure to alert immediately mean that there is 
misinformation? If so, is a failure to alert on BBO 
treated much more harshly than playing F2F, since 
the penalties for misinformation are harsher than 
those for mistaken call? 

E/W asked me later about what they should do 
when they misbid (other than apologise to the 
opponents). East realised her error when West bid 
2´. My reading of the Sky-Blue book is that East 
should have clicked on her 2® bid and typed 
‘WRONG explanation’. Is that correct? 

It is best if the defenders’ agreements are disclosed 
before the play of the hand, either at the start of the 
round, or at the start of the play – by asking the 
opponents what their agreements are and having 
either opponent reply. 

When a defender has discarded, declarer can ask 
that defender for their agreements but the defender 
should not be required to say what the actual card 
discarded means. 

We have stressed that partnerships should not 
communicate illegally when playing online.  Playing 
in separate rooms does not prevent partnerships 
communicating by shouting, and playing in 
different buildings does not prevent other 
communication. The General Regulations for 
matches played online (Regulations 58) say: 

Players must not be in the same room as any other 
member of their team or within hearing range of them 
while playing. 

´ A 7 5 ´ 2 
™ 5 2 ™ A Q 
t K J 8 5 2 t Q 6 4 3 
® 10 9 6 ® K Q 5 4 3

N 
W      E 

S

         West        North     East       South 
                         1NT        2®         Pass 
         2´            Pass         3®         All Pass
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Ireland strike Gold
Gold Cup 2020                                     by David 

The later stages of the Gold Cup were played 
online, causing mixed feelings for some 
contestants. We will push any such debates 

to one side. In the semi-finals Garvey beat Gillis by 
36 IMPs; de Botton beat Brock by 65 IMPs. 

A defensive error produced a game swing on this 
deal from the second stanza of the final:

 
E/W Game. Dealer East.  

´ 10 
™ 6 4 3  
t A K Q 10 8 5 
® 10 7 2 

´ Q 8 7 5 4 ´ A K 9 6 2 
™ Q 7 5 ™ K 10 2 
t 9 2 t 7 6 
® A K 3 ® Q J 9   

´ J 3    
™ A J 9 8 
t J 4 3 
® 8 6 5 4

  West           North        East              South 
  Townsend     Carroll        Hoftaniska     Moran 
                                       1´                Pass 
  2NTA            3t             Pass              4t 
  4´               All Pass

  West          North         East           South 
  Nystrom      Padon          Garvey       Bakhshi 
                                       1´             Pass 
  2NTA           3t              3´             4t 
  4´              All Pass

click 
 

link

N 
W      E 

S

Tom Townsend’s Jacoby 2NT showed a sound 
spade raise, forcing to game with 4+ trumps. The 
spade game was reached and Mark Moran led the 
t3 to John Carroll’s tQ. When the tA was led to 
the next trick, South advertised something good in 
hearts by following with the tJ. North switched to 
the ™4, his partner’s ™8 forcing dummy’s queen. 
Declarer had no way to avoid two subsequent losers 
in hearts and went one down.

Here Fredrik Nystrom’s Jacoby 2NT was only 
invitational-plus, and East’s 3´ showed a minimum 
hand. David Bakhshi led the t3 and Dror Padon 
won with the tK. He continued with the tA and, 
as at the other table, South showed heart values by 
following with the tJ. When North switched to the 
™3, South won with the ™A and returned the ™J, 
allowing Tommy Garvey to claim the contract. Who 
do you blame for this misdefence? 

Had North returned the ™6 instead of the ™3, 
South would have been less inclined to place him 
with ™K10x. He might well have played the ™8, as at 
the other table. Also, had North won the first trick 
with the tQ, continuing with the tA, this would 
have guaranteed the tAKQ. He would then be 
unlikely to hold ™K103 as well, since this would 
leave only 10 HCP for East’s vulnerable opening 
bid. North probably held six diamonds for his 3t 
bid, yes, but this was not certain. If East had started 
with tQ76, he would have a discard for one of 
dummy’s hearts too. The Garvey team (four 
Irishmen and one Swede) gained 12 IMPs.     

We shouldn’t blame North unduly, since he had 
played 42 boards in a big USA online tournament 
the night before. This finished at 3am, allowing him 
little sleep before the Gold Cup final.  

On the next deal, from stanza four, both sides 
reached 3NT when either red-suit game would have 
been preferable. A difference in the two auctions led 
to a six-trick discrepancy in the number of tricks 
that were made. 

by David Bird

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/david-bird
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E/W Game. Dealer South.  

´ Q J 10 8 
™ A 4  
t A 9 
® Q J 8 5 2 

´ 9 7 6 5 ´ A K 4 3 2 
™ Q 10 8 ™ 7 5 
t 7 6 t J 8 3 
® A K 9 7 ® 10 6 3   

´ –    
™ K J 9 6 3 2 
t K Q 10 5 4 2  
® 4

  West          North           East        South 
  Fitzgibbon   Malinowski     Mesbur    de Botton 
                                                        1™ 
  Pass            1´                 Pass        2t 
  Pass            3NT              All Pass

  West          North       East             South 
  Townsend    Carroll       Hoftaniska    Moran 
                                                        1™ 
  Pass            2®A           Pass             2t 
  Pass            2NT          Pass             3t 
  Pass            3NT          All Pass

N 
W      E 

S

 
Love All. Dealer West.  

´ 10 8 7 
™ 8 6 5  
t 9 
® K 9 6 4 3 2 

´ Q 3 ´ K 9 6 5 4 2 
™ 10 ™ A K Q 9 
t A J 8 6 3 2 t Q 7 
® A J 8 5 ® 7   

´ A J    
™ J 7 4 3 2 
t K 10 5 4  
® Q 10

  West          North           East        South 
  Fitzgibbon   Malinowski     Mesbur    de Botton 
  1tA             Pass               1´          Pass 
  2t              Pass               2™          Pass 
  2´              Pass               4®A         Pass 
  4t              Pass               4™          Pass 
  5®              Pass               5™          Pass 
  6´              All Pass

N 
W      E 

S

A heart game would have played comfortably, but 
North’s leap to 3NT (rather than travelling via the 
fourth suit) showed some confidence that this 
would be the best spot. Would you have bid again 
on the South cards? 

Deterred by North’s spade response from leading 
that suit, Adam Mesbur reached for the ™7. This 
drew the 9, 10 and ace. Artur Malinowski tried to 
slip the ´10 through, but East rose with the king 
and switched to the t3. Declarer had the option  
of winning with the ace, but chose to block the suit 
by winning with the nine. Given the opportunity,  
he was hoping to reach a ninth trick in spades with 
his tA. 

When the ´J appeared on the table, Mesbur won 
with the ace and reverted smartly to hearts, killing 
the entry to the blocked diamonds. Declarer won 
with dummy’s king, no queen appearing. He then 
returned to his tA and played the queen and eight 
of spades to West’s nine. Nick Fitzgibbon cashed the 
™Q and underled his ®AK97, assuring the 
defenders of three club tricks. The game was three 
down. 

At the other table North’s 2® was game-forcing, 
natural or balanced. South was able to describe his 
hand somewhat better than at the other table, but 
again they played in 3NT. Sadly for Thor Erik 
Hoftaniska, he had no reason to look beyond his 
long suit. He led the ´2, giving declarer a ninth 
trick.  

John Carroll won with the ´J and ran the 
diamond suit. Townsend could count declarer for 
nine tricks if he held the ™A, so he released the ™8. 
Declarer then made the first twelve tricks for a 
swing of 12 IMPs. 

Mesbur and Fitzgibbon overbid considerably on 
the last deal of the same stanza, finding a very 
fortunate lie of the cards. 

Fitzgibbon’s 1t showed at least two diamonds 
and denied the values for a strong 1®.  His 2´, 
rather than 3´, tends to suggest only two spades. 
Already, Mesbur’s moderate spade suit might have 
made him nervous of suggesting a slam. He 
continued with a splinter bid in clubs, and two cue 
bids followed. West judged that he was worth going 
past game with a 5® cue bid. Over East’s second cue 
bid in hearts, West might have concluded that he 
had already shown his values. No, he jumped to 6´. 
                                                                           Cont/p41
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´ 5 
™ J 7 6 4 
t J 9 5 4 2 
® K 6 4

  West               North       East          South 
                                          Pass          1´ 
  Pass                 2NT1         Pass          3t2 
  Pass                 3™3            Pass          4´4 
  Pass                 4NT5         Pass          5™6 
  Pass                 6´             All Pass 

1 Game force with 4+ spades;  
2 Singleton or void in diamonds;  
3 Control in hearts;  
4 Minimum, nothing more to contribute;  
5 Roman Key Card Blackwood;  
6 Two aces, or one ace and the ´K, no ´Q

  West               North       East          South 
                                          Pass          1´ 
  Pass                 2®1            Pass          2™2 
  Pass                 2´             Pass          3®3 
  Pass                 4NT4         Pass          5™5 
  Pass                 6´             Dble6        All Pass 

1 Clubs or balanced, forcing to game;  
2 Four hearts;  
3 5·4·1·3 or 5·4·0·4 shape;  
4 Roman Key Card Blackwood;  
5 ‘Two without’ as above;  
6 Asking for an unusual lead – Lightner double

A question that has come to assume greater 
importance these days is: ‘What is dummy’s 
suit?’ Formerly the answer was obvious – it 

was a suit dummy had bid, the presumption being 
that it was a suit dummy wanted to show. However, 
with the development of ever more scientific 
bidding methods one can never be sure nowadays 
why any particular player bid any particular suit, 
with consequences usually disastrous for the 
bidding side but sometimes for its opponents. 

The Online Contract Bridge League features 
regular competitions among the world’s best 
players. An opening lead problem from its 
December tournament saw the Wests at both tables 
with this hand: 

The Greatest Disaster of All

Great Bridge Disasters               by David Burn

click 
 

link

At the other table the auction was different: 

What is your opening lead?

What is your unusual opening lead? 

On the first auction West had conflicting 
inferences. Leading diamonds, declarer’s short suit, 
didn’t seem likely to accomplish much, and North 
had shown a heart control, so a club was certainly a 
candidate. But by jumping to 4´ South had 
announced that he had nothing further to say, so he 
almost certainly didn’t have any control in clubs. To 
bid Blackwood and then a slam, therefore, surely 
North must have ®A, and if South happened to 
have ®Q a club lead could be fatal. West eventually 
put a heart on the table, hoping to be leading 
through strength. 

On the second auction East’s double could be 
interpreted in one of two ways – either he had a 
void, or he was asking West to perform the unusual 
action of leading a suit bid by dummy rather than, 
say, an unbid suit or a trump. But had dummy bid 
clubs? His 2® was artificial and could have been a 
balanced hand with a doubleton club. Against that, 
he had leapt to Blackwood once South showed 
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What would you lead from the South hand? East 
is unlikely to hold a singleton diamond after his 
splinter bid in clubs. If South reads the East-West 
diamonds as 6-2, she might find the killing lead of 
a diamond, followed by a diamond ruff when in 
with the trump ace. When she chose the ®10 
instead, Mesbur won with dummy’s ®A and 
crossed to his hand with a club ruff. He then 
needed to find South with a doubleton trump ace. 
A trump to the jack and queen was followed by a 
trump to the nine and ace.  

Janet de Botton had to play a red suit now and 
chose to return the ™J, resolving any worries 
declarer may have had about his ™9. After drawing 
the last trump, he led the tQ, covered by the king 
and ace. The precarious slam had been made. 

It would not help South to win the first round of 
trumps with the ace, exiting safely with the ´J. 
After the tQ is covered by the king and ace, 
dropping North’s t9, declarer can either finesse  
the t8 or play his trumps to squeeze South in the 
red suits. 

  West          North       East             South 
  Townsend    Carroll       Hoftaniska    Moran 
  1t              Pass          1´               Pass 
  2®              Pass          2™A              Pass 
  2´              Pass          3´               Pass 
  4®A             Dble         Pass             Pass 
  RedbleA       Pass          4™               Pass 
  4´              All Pass

Townsend cue-bid 4®, which was doubled for 
the lead. His subsequent redouble confirmed first-
round club control rather than second-round. It 
was a well-controlled but ultimately unrewarded 
auction to the correct contract. 11 IMPs were lost. 

In the fifth stanza a pair from the de Botton team 
lost 10  IMPs by misplaying 4´, promptly 
regaining 13 IMPs by bidding a successful 6´. In 
the sixth stanza both sides did well to make a 31-
point 6NT. In the eighth stanza, Tom Townsend 
beat 3NT by finding a better lead than his 
counterpart. The 11 IMPs gained were returned 
four boards later, when the Mesbur team doubled 
2t and 2™ for penalties of 200 and 300. 

Garvey won by 13 IMPs. Our congratulations go 
to them.               r

 
Game All. Dealer East.  

´ K Q 8 4 2 
™ K 3  
t A K 3 
® J 10 2 

´ 5 ´ J 3 
™ J 7 6 4 ™ 10 9 2 
t J 9 5 4 2 t 10 8 7 6  
® K 6 4 ® A Q 9 8   

´ A 10 9 7 6    
™ A Q 8 5 
t Q 
® 7 5 3

N 
W      E 

S

support for clubs, so maybe North had them after 
all. West eventually put a diamond on the table, 
perhaps hoping that his partner could ruff it (not a 
particularly realistic hope on the bidding). 

‘Sorry’, said the first West to his team-mates. 
‘Total disaster. Minus 1430’. ‘Not as sorry as they 
are’, said his team’s South. ‘Plus 1660 – six IMPs to 
us.’ From which you will gather that neither the 
heart lead at the first table nor the diamond lead at 
the second had been what was required, and you 
will be right because the full deal was: 

There were 19 tables in play in this world-class 
event, and slam was bid at seven of them including 
the two shown here. In every case slam was made – 
only two pairs achieved a minus score and they did 
it by identifying the lack of club control, but sadly 
not below the five level. A moral: doubles of slams 
ask for dummy’s suit, whether he’s got it or not.  r

ONLINE CHEATING 
Online cheats will be sentenced to three to five 
years’ membership suspension. A plea of guilt, 
or mitigating factors, may reduce the sentence. 
Aggravating factors which will increase a 
standard sentence are expanded to include:   

D the excessive use of technology designed to 
confuse or conceal cheating and its detection; 

Dan experienced or international player, a serial 
offender, a player holding a position of 
authority or a player who stands to benefit 
from monetary gain. 

Players found guilty of cheating are banned from 
selection to represent England  for 10 years. 

GOLD CUP 2020 cont/ from p37
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    Hand 2 ´ J 8 5 3 
™ A K 5 4 2 
t 9 5 
® 7 3 

´ Q 10 2 ´ K 9 7 
™ Q 9 3 ™ J 10 7 
t Q J 10 6 t 8 7 4 3 2 
® 8 6 4 ® 10 2

´ A 6 4 
™ 8 6 
t A K 
® A K Q J 9 5

    Hand 1 ´ J 6 3 
™ 10 8 
t A 6 4 2 
® J 9 5 3 

´ 9 5 ´ 10 7 2 
™ K 9 6 5 ™ A Q 7 4 2 
t K Q J 9 3 t 8 
® 7 2 ® 10 8 6 4 

´ A K Q 8 4 
™ J 3 
t 10 7 5  
® A K Q

N 
W      E 

S

blocked. You have four winners in clubs but will 
need an entry to the dummy to cash the ®J at the 
right time. 

There is no benefit to ducking the first trick and 
there is a risk that East started with just one 
diamond, so you can win the tA at trick one.  

If you start playing clubs you risk being trumped 
by either opponent if clubs are not 3-3, so it is better 
to start drawing trumps. However, dummy’s ´J is 
the only remaining entry to dummy so you cannot 
afford to play that card too soon. First play the ´A 
and ´K before turning to clubs. This gives you an 
extra chance that the defender with the last trump 
also has at least three clubs. As long as that is the 
layout, you can play the ®AKQ, then cross to the ´J. 
This allows you to draw the last trump before 
cashing the ®J for your tenth trick. If the defender 
with the last trump had only two clubs, then it 
would not be possible to make your contract. 

would have two extra length winners, and if they are 
4-2 then you could still make one winner through 
length. However, there is a problem in establishing 
hearts as dummy lacks any entries outside the suit.  
Is there a way to win an extra trick without losing 
two tricks in the process? 

You win the diamond lead, and draw trumps, 
throwing a spade from the dummy. If you now play 
the ™A, the ™K then trump a heart, you will have 
two length winners available but no way to get back 
to dummy. There is a way to succeed as long as 
hearts split 3-3. Can you see how? 

You can maintain communication with the 
dummy if you lose the first round of hearts. 
Whichever defender wins this trick you can win any 
return then play your remaining heart to dummy’s 
™K. You follow up with the ™A, and when hearts 
split 3-3, you are in the right hand to cash dummy’s 
last two hearts, discarding your two spade losers.

Heffalump Traps                      by David Bakhshi

6®. West leads the tQ.  
You are in a thin slam, so this is likely to be a big 

swing board. Assuming that West does not have all 
five of the missing trumps, then you have 11 top 
tricks, and hearts appear to offer the best chance of 
making an extra trick. If they split 3-3 then you 

Answers from 
page 12 click 

 
link

N 
W      E 

S

4´. West leads the tK. 

You have the values to play a game contract, but you 
have also avoided 3NT, which would have no chance 
if the defenders lead hearts, so making your 
contract could result in a sizeable swing for your 
team. You appear to have 10 top tricks if spades are 
not 5-0, so it is important to look for potential 
problems. You should note that your clubs are 
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    Hand 4  
´ 8 5 4 
™ J 6 5 
t A Q 7 5 4 
® J 7 

´ Q J 7 3 ´ K 10 2 
™ 10 9 ™ 3 2 
t K 10 9 2 t J 6 
® K 6 3 ® A 10 8 5 4 2 

´ A 9 6 
™ A K Q 8 7 4 
t 8 3 
® Q 9

    Hand 3 ´ K J 6 
™ Q 10 5 
t Q J 7 3 
® J 7 4 

´ Q 7 3 2 ´ A 8 5 4 
™ 8 4 ™ A J 9 7 2 
t 10 9 5 4 2 t 8 
® K 8 ® 5 3 2 

´ 10 9 
™ K 6 3 
t A K 6 
® A Q 10 9 6

N 
W      E 

S

N 
W      E 

S

3NT after East overcalls 1™. West leds the ™8.  

3NT is where you would like to be, but the fact that 
East was able to make a 1™ overcall has allowed the 
defenders to make the best lead. Any slip ups in the 
play could lead to an adverse swing. 

You have five top tricks and at least four extra 
tricks will come from clubs and hearts.  

But there is a danger that you will lose too many 
tricks in the process if East is able to win four hearts 
in addition to the ´A. You may also have to lose a 
club trick if West has the ®K. 

The most important decision needs to be made at 

trick one. Which heart should you play from the 

dummy? 

If you play low, East can also play low. If you win 

the ™K, then plan to finesse clubs through East, you 

will be defeated if West has the ®K and is able to 

play a second heart, since East will now win four 

heart tricks. If you play the ™10, then East can play 

the ™J, giving you the same problem.  

If you try ducking the first trick completely, then 

the defenders can just play two more rounds of 

hearts, and you will still be defeated if West has the 

®K and East has the ´A. 

What happens if you play the ™Q from the 

dummy at trick one? 

If East wins the ™A and leads another heart, you 

can let this run to dummy’s ™10, and you will have 

two stoppers in the suit. 

If East ducks the first trick then the ™K will still 

act as a stopper. Either way, it will now be safe to 

lose the lead to West’s ®K, since you will have 

succeeded in cutting the defence communications.

4™. West leads the ´Q. 
You start with eight top tricks, and can only hope to 
make two extra tricks in diamonds. Following 
West’s ´Q lead, you will need to find West with the 
tK, since losing the lead through an unsuccessful 
finesse in diamonds will allow the defenders to win 
four more tricks in spades and clubs. 

Even if West has the tK, you will then need to 
find an even enough split to allow you to make at 

least one length winner, and then find a way back to 
the dummy to play any length winners. If diamonds 
split 3-3, you will only need one entry to the 
dummy, but if they split 4-2, then you will need two 
entries.  

It is good technique to start establishing 
diamonds early, using dummy’s trumps as entries. 

You should therefore win the ´A, and lead the t3 
to the tQ. When the finesse succeeds, cash the tA, 
and lead a third diamond. If East follows, you can 
trump high, but when East discards, you can choose 
how high to trump. You will now need hearts to 
split 2-2, so you can play a high heart, then cross to 
the ™J to lead a fourth diamond from the dummy. 
Trumping this trick turns dummy’s fifth diamond 
into a winner. In order to play the last diamond, you 
will need to cross back to the dummy, using the ™6 
as an entry. Did you spot the trap?  
As long as you have retained the ™4 in your hand 
then dummy’s ™6 will serve as an entry, but if you 
have used the ™4 on any of the previous tricks you 
will now be stranded from that precious diamond 
in the dummy.                                                           r
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Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™4; (c)t10; (d) ®3

  Hand 1 
 ´   8 6 4 3 
 ™   4 
 t   10 9 6 5 4 
 ®   K J 3 

         South       West       North    East 
         1NT          Pass         2™1         Pass 
         2´            Pass         3™2         Pass 
         3NT          Pass         6™          Pass 
         6´            All Pass 
1 transfer to spades, 2 natural & game-forcing

Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™A/K; (c) ™7; (d) t8

  Hand 2 
 ´   9 7 3 
 ™   A K Q 7 3 
 t   8 7 
 ®   5 4 3 

         South       West       North    East 
         1®            1™           Dble       Pass 
         1NT          Pass         3NT       All Pass

Answers to December’s Problems click 
 

link

(c) t10: 1 mark. I have repeatedly stated my dislike 
of passive leads against suit slams and this is no 
exception. Here it is particularly dangerous as 
dummy is very short in the minors (they had a 
void diamond) and this lead may well be straight 
round into a tenace that declarer would otherwise 
have been unable to finesse.  

(d) ®3: 5 marks. This is better as it again follows the 
principle of the least you need from partner to 
beat the contract. This will be OK if partner has 
the ace or queen of clubs, whereas the diamond 
lead basically needs him to have ace-king or a 
holding almost as good. But in reality, it is a 
choice between the majors for me. 

Pairs Bonus: ™4 – 5 marks. You get no matchpoints 
for letting through slams, so you have to go all out 
to beat them. I would lead a heart. 

by Alan Mould

It remains not easy to source good lead 
problems. The first was sent to me by top class 
player Phil Bailey, the second by reader and 

friend of the column Dave Simmons, and the third 
I held some years ago.

What do we know? Opener does not seem to like the 
majors at all, and dummy has an awful lot of them. 
What is best chance? 
(a) a spade: 8 marks. As often stated in this 
column, I hate leading trumps against slams and 
will only do so if I think it is absolutely clear cut. 
There are strong suggestions here that a trump 
could be right. Declarer sounds like they are 2-2 in 
the majors (they were) and may need to ruff hearts 
(they did). So this may prevent them from doing so 
(it would). So regrettably I have to give it a good 

mark as it was the only lead to beat the slam . 

(b) ™4: 10 marks. I am a big fan, as also often stated 
in this column, of playing for the least you need 
from partner to beat the contract. A heart lead 
beats the contract whenever partner has either 
major ace, and sometimes when partner has 
either major suit king. That seems the least to me 
and is therefore what I would lead. 

Hand 2: There is an important point for readers in 
this hand. The first thing you should do before you 
lead is to enquire whether or not the 1NT rebid 
promised a stop or not. It is true that some pairs will 
not be able to tell you, but many pairs will have an 
agreement. Some have the agreement that you do 
not bid 1NT without a stop and you have to find 
something else to bid in that case. Others, like my 
own partnerships, play that 1NT just shows a 
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Choose from: (a) a spade; (b) ™J; (c) ™K; (d) t7

  Hand 3 
 ´   7 5 4 
 ™   K J 10 9 8 3 2 
 t   7 
 ®   A 5 

         South       West       North    East 
         1®            3™           Dble       Pass 
         3NT          All Pass

balanced hand and the relevant point count, and 
the presence or absence of a stop is irrelevant. If the 
former is the case then that stop can only be Jxxx 
and you should play appropriately; if the latter is the 
case the hearts might well be simply cashing. 

(a) a spade: 3 marks. In exceptional circumstances 
it could be right, but really, are you going to beat 
this hand without the hearts? That is where all your 
honours lie. And if a spade (or a diamond) is right 
then almost all of the time you can switch if you do 
not like what you see after a top heart. 

(b) ™A/K: 10 marks. There is another point here. 
Whatever your basic signalling methods it is 
essential to play one of the ace and the king for 
count and the other for attitude. Different players 
play them different ways round, but here you 
desperately need to know count to see if the suit is 
cashing and you should lead whichever your 
partnership style says in order to get count. 

(c) ™7: 7 marks. This is essentially playing the 
opposition to have a stop (so someone to have 
Jxxx) and partner to have two hearts rather than 
one or none. As stated above, this would be a lot 
more attractive if I was told that declarer promised 
a stop for 1NT and I would promote the ™7 to 10 
marks. In the absence of certain knowledge, I just 
think you may as well see if they are cashing. 

(d) t8: 3 marks. The same mark for the same 
reasons as a spade lead. 

Pairs Bonus: a top heart – 5 marks. Nothing but 
wild horses would get anything other than a top 
heart lead out of me at pairs. You know this is 
what the field will lead, so anything else is real top 
or bottom stuff. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE WINNERS:  

Master:   Roy Edmunds, Ipswich             
Open:     Peter Dawes, Winscombe

Sponsored by

Hand 3:  In many ways this problem is similar to the 
last one. Are you really going to beat this hand 
without getting the hearts going? Moreover, we have 
the ®A to get in with, so if we can get them going it 
is hard to believe declarer will come to nine tricks 
without the clubs. So, for me, it is simply a matter of 
which heart to lead.  

(a) a spade: 4 marks. It could be right. Lead a spade 
and get a heart through. It does require partner to 
have a fast spade entry, as otherwise your club ace 
will get knocked out. 

(b) ™J: 7 marks. The book lead from this suit, 
essentially winning when partner has Ax or better. 
But partner really, really should not have that 
holding as partner should redouble 3™ just to tell 
you what to lead (and don’t tell me they may pass 
it out – they never do). So the ™J can very rarely 
win. But this can … 

(c) ™K: 10 marks. This wins whenever dummy has 
the singleton ™Q as you scoop it up and keep 
leading hearts forever until declarer takes their 
ace. That was not the case at the table but the king 
was still a winning lead. Why? In the other room 
the jack was led to partner’s queen … and the 
leader is still waiting for the heart return. Yes, it 
also wins when partner has the singleton queen as 
was the case here.   

(d) t7: 3 marks. Much the same arguments apply 
here as to a spade lead, except that this time you 
might actually hit a five or even six card suit in 
dummy, which makes it even less attractive.  

Pairs Bonus: ™K – 5 marks. The same lead for the 
same reasons.                  r

Email the editor, lou@ebu.co.uk and if 
suitable, Alan will use them.

LEAD CONUNDRUMS

emailto:lou@ebu.co.uk
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STUDENT LEAGUE GIVES PLAYERS CONFIDENCE 

F or the last nine years Berks & Bucks 
(BBCBA) has run a league open to all 
students attending a Year 2 course. It has 

proved a great success and continued throughout 
lock-down. Nigel Thompson runs it for BBCBA 
and gives us the low-down. 

Matches are over 12 boards – half the number 
played in the main County League of Four – to 
reflect the slower pace appropriate for less 
experienced players. The winners receive the South 
Bucks Bridge Club trophy. 

The beauty of the league is that everyone is at the 
same stage – to quote from a poem written by a 
student at the end of their course: 
We’ve all made great friends and shared many laughs 

And now have a grasp of the game 
We’ve a network of pals with whom we can play 

Or join other groups without shame. 

Once the Student League was established, we 
recognised that the experience and confidence that 
new players got from playing in it was fantastic, but 
they needed a further, intermediate step before 
feeling ready to play in the County League, so we 
instituted a Graduate League. This is for anyone 
who has attended a Year Two course within the 
last three years. To reflect their greater 
experience the number of boards is increased to 
16, and they play for the Margaret Hatch 
Memorial Trophy (Margaret was a 
former chair of BBCBA and an 
inspiring bridge teacher to many). 

To round off the year we have a 
summer pairs event. Winners are 
presented with trophies – including one 
for the pairs event donated by the late 
Elena Jeronimidis on behalf of Bridge Plus. 

All these events are free of charge, as part 
of BBCBA’s policy to encourage new players to add 
a competitive element to their enjoyment of what 
we all know is the best card game ever. The success 
of this policy is shown by the large number of 

former Student/Graduate League players now 
playing in the county League of Four and League of 
Eight competitions. Alan McBride, who gives his 
story below, has risen from a 4 on the NGS to a Jack 
(and rising), in just three years. We cannot claim all 
the credit, but . . .  

It was really exciting to play competitively. Teams 
matches were always great fun and we met some 
lovely people despite it being competitive and we all 
wanted to win. Going on to play in the county League 
of Eight was the next logical step after three years of 
Student/Graduate matches.                                                                                                           Gary Jennison 

I started learning bridge in 2013 and was surprised to 
find out that what I called shamrocks were in fact 
clubs! That is how little I knew about cards. I 
captained a great team in the 2014-2015 Student 
League. You can imagine my husband’s dismay when 
we beat his team by 100VPs to 98VPs! It was that 
close. That was the beginning of my bridge journey.  
Now I have my own bridge club and teach the game to 
new players. The Student League is a great place for 
them to venture into competitive bridge without 
feeling outranked. It's so friendly and everyone seems 

to really enjoy it. This year I have four 
teams registered to play and I really hope 
that one of them wins the trophy which 
they keep for a year – but their names are 

engraved on it for all-time. If I can do it, 
anyone can.                             Val Bannister 

The Bridge School, Gerards Cross 

We loved the social side of it, and we 
loved meeting new people. It was nice to 
be able to practice what we had learnt 
and it made us grow a bit. 

                  Elaine & Peter Rushforth 

It was interesting to progress to a new 
form of bridge that was both competitive 

and fun, and which also required different tactics. 
The events tended to be good social occasions, 
underpinned by a sense of friendly rivalry. I’d 
recommend this format to all players progressing in 
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fortunate in Berks & Bucks as the County Student 
League provides a brilliant ‘next step’  giving second 
year learners the much-needed encouragement to play 
competitively outside the comfort of their classroom. 
Nigel attends every teacher’s year 2 class to explain 
how the League operates and students who never 
thought they would play bridge competitively are 

encouraged by Nigel, their teacher and their 
classmates to give it a go. I have two Teams 
gearing up to play in the Student League and 

their excitement is palpable. 

I’ve seen many bridge students cut 
their teeth on the Student League 
and learn to love competitive play 
against similarly experienced 
payers while making new friends in 
the process. Those who get hooked 
go on to the Graduate League and 

then the County League and become 
active members of local bridge clubs, 

some even taking on committee roles like 
Alan. That seems proof that early competitive play 

and participation in a Student League is a winning 
formula for the ‘classroom to clubroom’ conundrum.   

Bev Purvis  r

their bridge journey or looking for a different and fun 
format. I played in the 2017-18 Student League and 
the last two Graduate Leagues. They’ve given me the 
confidence to play in my local clubs and to try other 
formats such as Swiss Pairs, which I’ve really 
enjoyed. I am now an active committee member of a 
local club and hope to help more students into the 
club scene. This year I helped my club set up 
a virtual club on BBO and have been 
actively encouraging people to join in.         

Alan McBride 

GETTING PLAYERS INTO THE CLUBS 
Unfortunately the conversion rate of bridge 
students to club players is woefully low. When 
I was the EBU’s Club Liaison Officer, I saw 
that teachers who introduced their students 
to duplicate bridge early in their lessons 
had the most success in getting them to join 
and play at local bridge clubs.  

As a bridge teacher, I encourage my 
students to move tables regularly right from 
the beginning of their classes and we play a 
Minibridge duplicate in lesson 4 and enjoy a fun 
duplicate session at the end of each term. We are 

INVITE SENT TO YEAR 2 STUDENTS IN THE COUNTY



ACROSS 
1 Two creatures joining sports club (10, two words) 
10 Pours out tea having means to brew (8) 
11 One’s attractive and good at getting men to change (6) 
12 Supplies a little movement (4) 
13 Describe enough room for joint (5) 
15 Neither player (3) 
16 Resort that’s keeping city in credit (6) 
17 Aim for deeper water — doctor’s on the brink (6)  
20 Former world champion in calisthenics (3) 
21 Less time spent with us (5) 
23 Top honours that leaders in teams event will get hold of (4) 
24 Most disabled people blame state (6) 
25 Tapes are unfortunately disconnected (8) 
26 Wavers when separately welcoming both sides’ late 

arrivals (10) 
 
DOWN 
2 Tries dodging practice — that’s genuine (4) 
3 Cuddle old pervert in boat (8) 
4 Experienced king led; three players required to follow (4) 
5 A tree bearing fruit (5)  
6 Town crier who started his working life in a hotel (7) 
7 Assistant recruits player in private (5) 
8 Some busy speculating — others sit about (9) 
9 Needs team that makes corrections (9)  
12 Bull gets in first at the near end (8) 
14 Wave to radio ham (7) 
18 Cook a sort of lunch (5) 
19 Camp joke about introductions to university life (5) 
21 Overweight and spreading (4) 
22 Addict’s escort’s losing heart (4)

Send your entries for the cartoon above to 
lou@ebu.co.uk or Editor, Raggett House, 
Bowdens, Langport, TA10 0DD by the 5th March. 

The Christmas cartoon produced a slew of 
great captions. Congratulations to Brenda Frisby 
for my favourite, shown below the picture. Other 
close contenders were Terry Leach’s ‘Hi guys, pick 
a card but don’t tell me what it is’; June Booty’s  
‘Most of her bids are made on a wing and a prayer’; 
Fraser McLeod’s ‘Baa-sic Acol and the Gambolling 
3NT’ and Graham Tenneson’s ‘Is this what they 
mean by a heavenly host?’. 

CAPTION  
COMPETITION

At last! A fourth!

CROSSWORD NO 30

Compiled by MERMAN             Answers online, p74

1

9

11

13

10

20

25

26

23

2221

24

17

15

1918

14

16

12

2 853 4 6 7

We are delighted to welcome Fortnum & Mason 
as our new sponsor, who will be rewarding the 
winner with some wonderful Handmade English 
Chocolates. Created entirely by hand by 
Fortnum’s master confectioners, these 
chocolates are made to a unique recipe 
unchanged since the 1920s.
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Christmas Quiz AnswersChristmas Quiz Answers  
by Andrew Robson

´ K Q 10 9 4 
™ 3 
t K Q J 2 
® 7 4 2

Love All. Pairs. 
    W          N          E          S 
                 1™         Pass      1´    
    Pass       2™         Pass      ?         

You are South in each problem. Which of the 
three selected bids would you find at the key 
moment and why?

Choose from: (a) Pass; (b) 2´; (c) 2NT; (d) 3t. 

´ A 8 6 3 2 
™ 9 2 
t Q 8 2 
® A 9 4

Love All. Teams. 
    W          N          E          S 
                 1™         Pass      1´ 
    Pass       3t        Pass      ? 

Choose from: (a) 3™; (b) 3NT; (c) 4t. 

´ J 8 3 2 
™ Q 10 3 
t A Q 9 
® J 6 4

Love All. Teams. 
    W          N          E          S 
                 1´         Pass      3´ 
    Pass       4®        Pass      ?

Q1

Q2

Q3

Partner should have six hearts (as she would open 
1NT with 5™332), and up to 15 points. You could 
still have game, but the hands appear misfitting. 
There may well be communication problems in no 
trumps. Passing 2™ is possible, as you should not 
push for close game contracts at pairs. However, I 
prefer 2´ – although you are a spade short for a 
typical 2´ bid. Bidding 2´ could lead to a making 
game (and 2´ is constructive here, following the 
principle of not rescuing a six-card suit); or to 
making more tricks in a part score – your hand is 
clearly much better suited to spades than hearts. I 
don’t much like either 2NT – with its 
aforementioned likely communication problems, 
nor 3t – too likely to result in a minus score. 

(a) Pass – 6 marks;  

(b) 2´ – 10 marks;  

(c) 2NT – 3 marks;  

(d) 3t – 2 marks.

Partner’s jump to 3t is forcing to game, a really 
serious bid; not 16-17 points (a common 

misconception) but 19-20, with a minimum five 
hearts and four diamonds – often even more  
shapely. You have too many good cards to sign off in 
3NT, plus aces facing partner’s short black suits look 
better for suit play than no trumps. As to raising to 
4t, supporting a second suit with three cards is 
always dangerous – partner will assume four-card 
support. So that leaves the preference bid of 3™, 
almost a waiting bid really. This will allow partner to 
continue to describe their shape; for example, if they 
are 3-5-4-1, they can bid 3´ and you can go 
slamming in spades. 

(a) 3™ – 10 marks; 

(b) 3NT – 2 marks; 

(c) 4t – 4 marks.

Choose from: (a) 4t; (b) 4´; (c) 4NT. 

Partner’s 4® bid is a slam try, and best played as a 
natural second suit, as opposed to an ace-showing 
cue bid. It takes more than aces and kings to make a 
slam, it takes a good meshing. Only by making 
opener’s first bid after suit agreement as a length-
showing trial bid can this be achieved. Partner is 
effectively saying, ‘If you can help me in clubs, 
please co-operate by making an ace-showing cue 
bid; while if you cannot help me in clubs, please 
sign off, especially if your trump holding is 
mediocre.’ With that in mind, it is clear you have a 
poor hand for partner – bad clubs and mediocre 
spades. You should sign off in 4´ and not cue bid 
4t – cue bids are not forced, they show positive 
slam interest. 4NT was there to make up the 
numbers: it is, well how can I put it politely, absurd. 

Continued overleaf

click 
 

link

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/andrew-robson
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(a) 4t – 3 marks; 

(b) 4´ – 10 marks; 

(c) 4NT – 0 marks.

´ K 10 5 
™ J 7 3 
t 9 5 3 
® Q 10 5 3

North       South 
                1™ 
1´             2® 
3®            3NT

Here are two opening lead problems. There 
are five marks for Andrew’s chosen lead in 
each case, and consolation marks for 

reasonable alternatives. You are playing Teams.

Q4

´ K 9 7 5 3 
™ K 3 
t 5 3 
® 8 6 5 3

W       N       E        S 
                              1™     
Pass     2NT1   Pass   4NT   
Pass     5t2     Pass   6™     
Pass     Pass    Dble  All Pass 
  1   Jacoby, showing a           
   game-forcing heart raise 
 2   1 or 4 of the ‘5 aces’

Q5

South’s likely shape is 1-5-3-4, known to be five 
hearts and four clubs, and probably holding three 
diamonds, well-stopped, for the 3NT (South would 
grope around with a 3t bid with a less robust 
diamond holding such as K42). South is relying on 
North for the spades for their 1´ bid, but North 
may well have a weak four-card holding. You should 
lead a spade. South’s singleton spade may be the 
jack or queen, so the best spade card to lead rates to 
be ´K, pinning that bare picture. 

´K – 5 marks; 

´10 – 3 marks; 

t9– 2 marks; 

´5– 1 mark; 

t5– 1 mark. 

You’ll note I prefer the ´10 to the ´5, as you’ll 
probably need to unblock the suit. And if I lead the 
unbid diamonds, I much prefer a high for hate t9 to 
the murky, mudding t5 (it is a mistake to play 
MUD v no trumps).

We must apologise here. The final double should be 
by East, and is Lightner, asking for an unusual lead, 
presumably based on a void. Clearly, the choice lies 
between spades and clubs – but which black suit 
will you choose? Say partner has a void spade. South 
is then very likely to have both major-suit aces, for 

would they have used Blackwood missing ´AK or 
™AK? Therefore, if partner has a void spade, 6™ will 
go down even if you don’t give partner a spade ruff. 
The critical case is partner having a void club; fail to 
give partner their club ruff, and 6™ may easily 
make. Therefore, you should lead a club. Even 
without the double the club lead is probably best. 
Top marks for everyone on this one! Originally: 

A club – 5 marks; spade – 2 marks. 

Love All. Pairs. 
    W          N          E          S 
                 1NT1     Pass      Pass 
    2™         Pass       Pass      2´ 
  1  12-14

Which of the following three South hands 
would bid according to the sequence 
given? What should the other two do 

differently? Assume you are playing Duplicate Pairs. 
In each case neither side is vulnerable. Each 
question is worth six marks for the correct answer, 
and a further two marks for giving the correct 
alternative bidding for the other hands – in 
Andrew’s opinion.

Hand A Hand B Hand C 
´ Q J 10 6 ´ J 10 5 4 3 ´ A Q 4 2 
™ 4 2 ™ 3 2 ™ J 8 2 
t 8 6 t A 8 5 t J 10 7 6 3 
® K J 7 4 2 ® Q 7 2 ® 2 

Q6

Holding five spades, you should not pass 1NT, 

rather take-out (via a 2™ transfer bid, assuming 

you’re playing them); that rules out Hand B. 

Holding Hand C, you again should not have passed 

1NT, rather bidding 2® Stayman, able to cater well 

to any reply (passing 2t, 2™ or 2´); these 

opportunities for bidding Stayman on weak hands 

are surprisingly common. That leaves Hand A as 

the correct answer – note the delayed 2´ bid can 

only be a four-card suit (presumably a robust one, 

as here) as you’d have transferred out straight away 

with five; partner will not pass 2´ with just two 

spades. 

A – correct, 6 marks; 

B – bid 2™, 2 marks; 

C – bid 2®, 2 marks.
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Love All. Pairs. 
    W          N          E          S 
    1™         1´         3™        3´

Hand A Hand B Hand C 
´ 9 7 4 2 ´ Q 10 4 3 ´ A Q 2 
™ Q J 10 8 ™ 7 5 3 2 ™ 8 4 2 
t A 3 t 5 t K J 7 6 
® 9 7 2 ® K J 10 2 ® 8 3 2 

Q7

Love All. Pairs. 
    W          N          E          S 
                                          1™ 
    Pass       1´         Pass      2® 
    Pass       2t1       Pass      2´ 
  1 Fourth suit forcing to game

Hand A Hand B Hand C 
´ Q J 2 ´ K 10 2 ´ J 9 
™ A 10 8 5 3 ™ A K 7 6 2 ™ A 9 7 6 3 
t 9 t 3 t 7 3 
® A 8 7 3 ® A J 10 2 ® A Q 10 2 

Q8

The big danger of bidding 3´ on Hand A is partner 
bidding on to 4´ over the opposing 4™. You have a 
very powerful defensive hand with two almost 
certain trump tricks, so should not try to declare by 
bidding 3´; swapping your majors would make all 
the difference. You should pass with Hand A. Hand 
B is entirely different – with no wasted values in 
hearts opposite partner’s marked singleton or void, 
and a singleton of your own, Hand B is extremely 
powerful. You should jump to 4´, expecting 
partner to make a low point-count game a lot of the 
time. That leaves Hand C as the correct answer; 
although you have only three spades and are going 
one beyond the level of the fit by bidding 3´, you 
can’t hide your decent supporting hand. And if the 
opponents bid 4™, partner will now lead a spade 
from ´KJxxx, which of course you very much want. 

A – Pass, 2 marks; 

B – bid 4´, 2 marks; 

C – correct, 6 marks.

and raise 1´ to 2´, rather than rebid 2®, a far less 
limited bid; one (of several) danger of rebidding 2® 
is if partner advances with, say, 2NT, you’ll want to 
bid out your shape with 3´ but that would be 
overstating your values. Hand B is a lovely 
collection, and you would rebid 2®; however, after 
partner bids 2t Fourth Suit Forcing, you should 
jump to 3´; this achieves two ends: first, it 
guarantees three spades, rather than a strained 
preference on a doubleton; second, it shows extra 
values – about 16+ pts (and your hand is surely 
worth 16). That leaves the correct answer as Hand C 
– most of the time, a 2´ bid here will be a 
doubleton; indeed we have seen why: with three 
spades, you’d tend to raise 1´ to 2´ with a 
minimum opener – as per Hand A; while you’d 
jump to 3´ in reply to the fourth suit forcing with 
extra values – as per Hand B. 

A – rebid 2´, 2 marks; 

B – bid 3´ after 2t, 2 marks; 

C – correct, 6 marks.

        
´  5 3 

        ™  Q J 4 
        t  7 5 3 
        ®  Q J 6 3 2 
                               
                                

                            
          
        ´  A Q 6           
        ™  A K 6 3        
        t  Q 9              
        ®  A 10 9 7 

N 
W      E 

S

Q9 

You reach 3NT after 
opening 1™. North 
correctly raises to 2™ (yes, 
even in Acol, this three-
card raise is better than 
1NT), and South jumps to 
3NT. West leads the ´4 
and East plays the ´J. Plan 
the play.

Here are two declarer-play problems. You are 
playing Teams. Five marks for the correct 
answer in each case.

You should win the ´A, not the ´Q. You are safe if 

East holds the ®K, and want to enhance your 

chances of West continuing spades, not switching to 

diamonds, if West holds the ®K. After winning ´A, 

cross to ™Q and run ®Q. If West wins ®K, I’ll bet 

they continue with spades (from eg K10842), 

thinking their partner holds ´Q – 5 marks. 

Cont/p53

You would open the bidding on Hands A and C, 
satisfying the Rule of 20. Only just mind, and, 
holding Hand A, it is much better to limit your hand 
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DIVING CHESS 
I enjoyed the article on England’s 
‘mind sport legend’, but it looks 
as if the chess board being used 
(EB, Dec 2020/p53) has been set 
up incorrectly. The square on 
each player’s bottom right 
should be white. 

Dave Harrison 

Well spotted! Fortunately, it 
doesn't make a difference to the 
gameplay to have the board 
oriented incorrectly. I may have 
even noticed at the time but just 
agreed with my opponent to play 
with the board like this.  

Ankush Khandelwal 

RANDOM ADD-ONS 
Playing bridge at home during 
lockdown, one has once again to 
deal the hands. This has brought 
up an interesting question. I have 
a battery-operated shuffler. If 
seven shuffles will suffice to 
randomise the deck, could we 
just divide the deck into four 
piles?                              Don Gibb 

The mathematician in me would 
agree that once the pack is 
properly randomised, it does not 
matter how the cards are dealt 
(one at a time or thirteen at a 
time) – the outcome will be 
properly random. But the card 
player in me knows that dealing 
one at a time has two purposes: it 
may remove some obvious 
patterns in the resulting deal when 
the pack has been insufficiently 
randomised, and it is harder for a 
card-sharp to fix a deal when it is 
to be dealt one at a time. The 
custom of dealing cards one at 
time in rotation has been with us 
since whist was played in 

Georgian coffee houses for good 
reason. Regardless of the 
mathematically theory – don’t 
play for money with someone who 
proposes any non-standard 
method of dealing. 

Robin Barker, 
EBU Deputy Chief TD  

TATTY LITTLE MAGAZINE 
Having been a member of the 
EBU for over 50 years and 
supported it with vast sums of 
money at Congresses I hope you 
will understand my indignation 
at your suggestion that I should 
pay you £32 for four copies of 
your tatty little magazine. My 
partner and I are both close to  
90 years old and though coping 
with computers in our every day 
existence we are not attracted to 
the soulessness of bridge on line. 

Having less mobility and 
energy we decided two years ago 
to abandon any further  
promotional attempts and 
content ourselves with what we 
had achieved – so Master Points 
and the very flawed NGS system 
are of no interest or use to us 

Robert Arnheim 
 
I'm glad you read the 'tatty little 
magazine'. There was no 
suggestion that you have to 
become Direct Members if you are 
not playing. You have clearly 
enjoyed bridge throughout your 
lives, and mutually benefited from 
membership of the EBU. We are 
merely trying to ensure that future 
generations will be able to do the 
same.                                           Ed 

EBU LIBRARY 
I was more than a little surprised 
that Jeremy Dhondy mentioned 

Richard Fleet's History of Bridge 
1925-1945 but not Peter 
Hasenson's equally monumental 
British Bridge Almanack.  Jeremy 
comments that ‘past results of 
EBU events now goes back to 
1984 and details of the winners, 
where available, go back to the 
inception of the trophy which in 
some cases is prior to World War 
II’.  Peter was responsible for the 
collation of much of this 
information and his tenacity in 
compiling this is surely 
deserving of mention. 

Nick Simms 

DON SMEDLEY 
I was sorry to see Don Smedley’s 
obituary in the last issue. Don 
and I were Double Dummy 
Problemists, under the auspice of 
Hugh Darwen. Don was 
undoubtedly the best Problemist 
in the world. We battled over 
problems from  the 1960s until 
computer software arrived in the 
2000s when Deep Finesse could 
solve a problem that had 
previously taken 40 hours (I kid 
you not!). Brian Senior reckoned 
that anyone who did Double 
Dummy problems was ‘crazy’. I 
was happy to be so declared.  We 
had hours of fun! 

Robin Adey 
Readers might like to know that 
Hugh Darwen runs a bridge 
double dummy competition on: 
http://www.doubledummy.net 

CUTTING COSTS 
Unsurprisingly the EBU are 
suffering a loss of income and 
say there is little scope for further 
economies. I can understand 
this, but it seems likely that even 
with vaccines there will be some 
long-term loss of activity and 

Send your letters to the editor, Lou Hobhouse 
Raggett House, Bowdens, TA10 0DD, or e-mail lou@ebu.co.uk 

The editor reserves the right to condense letters. Publication does not mean the 
EBU agrees with the views expressed or that the comments are factually correct.

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR
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income, meaning there is a need 
for ongoing savings. 

 Surely we now have proof that 
international competitions can 
continue online. If this was 
continued after face to face play 
returns there would be 
substantial savings available – 
not just to the EBU but of even 
greater importance to the much 
smaller unions. I think this is the 
time to say spending about 8% of 
income on F2F international 
competition for a small elite is 
unsustainable. Richard Bell 

RESTRICTED CHOICE 
I enjoyed the interview with 
Ankush Khandelwal as I was in 
the first intake of MORSE at 
Warwick University in October 
1975.  I was also amused to see 
David Bird's comments on the 
rule of restricted choice 
(Teltscher Trophy report) as the 
Monty Hall problem is similar. 

Imagine you're on a game 
show and have to pick one of 
three boxes, two of which are 

empty or contain a worthless 
item while the other contains a 
valuable prize.  You pick one box 
having crossed assorted digits 
and the host then opens another 
which doesn't contain the prize.  
Should you switch? 

At first glance it makes no 
odds but this is untrue.  2/3 of 
the time your initial choice was 
wrong and the host had no 
choice but to open the box he did 
to avoid showing you the prize.  
It seems utterly counter-intuitive 
but you should switch. The 
bridge analogy is obvious or you 
can even use Bayes theorem, but, 
as David says, some players still 
don't want to know. 

Iain Climie 

635,013,559,600 
Do you know that the number of 
different hands that can be dealt 
in the game of bridge is 
635,013,559,600? This derives 
from the standard mathematical 
formula nCr=n!/r!(n-r)! where n 
is a number of objects being 
combined r at a time. The 

symbol n! (known as factorial n) 
denotes the product of all 
integers up to and including n 
and that number is divided by 
the product of r! and (n-r)! 

Here, n=52, the number of 
playing cards in a pack and r=13, 
the number of cards in a bridge 
hand. 

These are ‘combinations’ of 
cards, rather than permutations, 
because the sequence in which 
the 13 cards in a hand are 
ordered (or dealt) is immaterial. 

To put this number of 
potential hands into some sort of 
perspective, if each day someone 
plays 24 hands – the number of 
games in a typical duplicate 
competition – for 365 days a 
year, it would take over 72 
million years for that person to 
receive all the possible hands. 

I do need to be able to get back 
to the bridge table soon. I reckon 
I’m due to be picking up the 
hand with all 13 spades . . .  

Charles Carlyle

XXmmaass  QQuuiizz  aannsswweerrss                               cont/ from p51

        
´  K J 9 4 

        ™  Q J 10 3 
        t  7 5 3 
        ®  K 4 
                               
                                 

                            
          
        ´  A Q 10 6 5 2
        ™  –                  
        t  A Q 10         
        ®  A 6 3 2 

N 
W      E 

S

Q10 

You reach 6´ after 
opening 1´ and partner 
jumping to 3´. You bid 
4®, best played as a 
natural, length-showing 
trial bid (not merely an 
ace-showing cue bid); 
North loves their black-
suit holdings and jumps 
to 5´, and you go on to 
6´. West leads a passive 
´3 and East follows. Plan 
the play.

This is a well-bid, excellent slam. You could take two 
diamond finesses, succeeding unless West holds 
both the tK and the tJ. However, as they say, when 
you’ve found a good move, try to find a better one. 
You can assume West does not have both ™A and 

™K, for they would surely have tried a top heart at 
trick one. On that basis, you are 100%. Draw a 
second trump and lead ™Q, discarding t10 if East 
plays low. Let West win their (say) ™K. Win West’s 
(say) club return with ®K and lead ™J, for a second 
ruffing finesse, assuming East holds ™A; if East plays 
low, discard tQ; assuming East covers ™J with ™A, 
ruff, cash ®A, ruff a club, and discard tQ on 
dummy’s promoted ™10. You can later ruff your 
fourth club with dummy’s last spade and claim your 
slam – 5 marks.                                                         r

Congratulations to Ian Pagan from 
London and Peter Hardyment from 
Cobham who both scored over 94% 
and take away our two prizes – a £50 

EBU voucher or a beautiful set of cards 
kindly donated by The Worshipful 

Company of Makers of Playing Cards
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RealBridge, an English-bred bridge 
playing platform, is steaming into our 
collective consciousness. It has been 

used by the EBU for congresses, as well as the 
Lady Milne and for international trials 
for 2021 competitions. The number 
one appeal is that you get audio-
visual around a table. Bridge 
clubs, teachers and supervised 
sessions are actively using it. 
Shireen Mohandes, one of the co-
founders (below), tells its story.  

Built by Graham Hazel (pictured 
with daughters), a former England 
junior, the platform was developed and 
launched in 2020. Graham had found himself 
at home with time on his hands. Also, like others, 
he’d found himself playing more online bridge, and 
it was OK, but not quite like the real thing. What do 
you do when the software doesn’t do what you 
want? If you’re Graham, you write your own. He has 
form with this, previously writing a program for 
Barbu and forging a successful career in the 
software games industry. 

In early June last year, with 
lockdown beginning to pall, I got an 
email from Graham that began ‘I 
appear to have taken on a 
lockdown side-project that's 
getting a bit out of hand, called 
Bridge platform 0.0’. I collected 
three friends and logged in. ‘Ooh! I 
can see you!’ And cards that look like 
cards, and a bidding box that looks like a 
bidding box. We played a few hands and everything 
worked.  

There was still masses to do – scoring, score 
adjustments, movements, directors, managing 
tournaments, screens, deferred kibitzing, changes to 
the user-interface and thinking of a better name. We 
became a two-person team, with Graham writing 
the software and me testing it. I spent the summer 
staring at a computer screen with eight or twelve 

RealBridge windows open, testing new features and 
obscure scenarios.  

Many hands make light work, especially when 
you’re testing a multi-person game. About 30 people 

from around the world rallied round and 
joined in the testing sessions. I am so 

grateful to them for all their help.  

A GLOBAL TEST TEAM 
As we got closer to finishing, 

some of them asked if they could try 
it out in their local clubs – Exeter 

Bridge Club was one of the first, 
together with players from 

Manchester and Scotland. Bridge 
organisers as far afield as India, Australia 

and Argentina joined in. By September we had 40 
organisations using our platform every day. For us 
this was brilliant – we had a giant global test team.  

Word spread. We started running demos and 
taster sessions. National bridge organisations got 
involved: Jan Martel from the USBF, quickly 
followed by Gordon Rainsford at the EBU and 

Marianne Harding from Norway. The first 
scary moment was when the EBU asked us 

if they could run the Autumn Congress 
on RealBridge. ‘Yes, of course’, we said, 
trying to conceal our nerves. We 
cancelled what was left of our social 
lives, and did masses of extra testing. 
On the big day we were confident, but 

software is software. Almost everything 
went to plan.  

The EBU is using RealBridge as the 
primary platform for its congress events, trials 

and international events. The USBF have adopted it. 
More and more clubs and teachers have come on 
board – nearly 500 clubs in 20 countries are running 
duplicates and teaching sessions.  

It doesn’t stop here – we have lots of plans for the 
product. Online bridge will never replace face-to-
face bridge, but it doesn’t have to be a poor relation. 
We’re determined that RealBridge will be a big part 
of the future of bridge.

REALBRIDGE REVIEW

Players, directors and teachers review their experiences on RealBridge, pages 56-59
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I want to run RealBridge sessions – how do I start? 

Visit our website, http://realbridge.online, or 

contact us at clubs@realbridge.online. 

We run frequent taster sessions for new players, 

as well as free training for TDs and event 

organisers. 

Can the director choose to have automatic moves 

after, say, seven minutes, and automatic 

adjustments of unfinished boards? 

The director makes the move when he judges that 

the time is right, just like in real bridge. He does not 

have to wait for every table to finish. Typically the 

director will move the players when about two 

thirds of the tables are finished. Tables that are still 

in play can complete the board, then they are 

moved automatically. If necessary, the director can 

skip a board. 

Can you have a playing director? 

Yes, many directors do this. We recommend that 

you log in twice, in two different windows, once as 

a director and once as a player. That way you can 

stay at the table as a player, while carrying out the 

director’s jobs in the other window. 

Is it easy to translate the results to upload to the 

EBU website? 

No translation is needed.  You simply click a button 

to save a USEBIO file, then upload that to the EBU’s 

website in the normal way.  This can also be used 

with BridgeWebs and Pianola. 

Are hand records on the site after the game? 

Yes. The link you used for playing turns into a 

results link. You can use this to view the hands, 

ranking lists, and travellers. You can see the bidding 

and play at every table on every board. The results 

will be available indefinitely. 

Do you run charity events? 

RealBridge isn’t a tournament organiser. We don’t 

compete with bridge clubs; we provide a platform

for bridge clubs to run their events, including 
charity events. 

For example, a number of clubs ran their 
Children In Need simultaneous pairs on 
RealBridge. By using RealBridge they were able to 
give a higher portion of the table money to the 
charity than if they had used a competitor 
platform. 

Is RealBridge free? 
RealBridge is a commercial product which provides 
a platform for bridge clubs and tournament 
organisers to hold events. 

The players do not pay RealBridge directly. The 
club or organiser pays RealBridge a small fee based 
on the number of players and boards. Our pricing 
is very competitive. 

I’m not a registered director. Can I practise with 
friends on RealBridge? 
RealBridge has a number of partners who offer a 
RealBridge Lounge service, where a group of 
friends can sit down and play. For details visit 
https://realbridge.online/realbridge-lounge.html 

To be a RealBridge customer directly, you don’t 
have to be a registered director, but you do have to 
be someone who organises bridge events or lessons. 

Any intention to introduce robots to make up 
numbers? 
Yes, this is in the pipeline. 

What are the next few things on your To Do list? 
We have a programme of continuous 
improvements to the interface, some large and 
some small, for directors and players.  Typically 
there are 15-20 enhancements each month. 

Specific larger items that are in the pipeline: 

• Double-dummy analysis to show makeable 
contracts, etc. 

• Enhancements to the kibitzing and Vugraph 
platform, to include deferred video footage and 
video commentary.

Further information about RealBridge is available from the website, 
http://realbridge.online

REALBRIDGE Q & A



56 English Bridge February 2021 www.ebu.co.uk

DIRECTING CLUBS ON REALBRIDGE DIRECTING INTERNATIONAL GAMES

I DIRECT for a wide range of organisations on 

BBO, as well as RealBridge. In no particular order 

the things I would note as pros and cons for 

RealBridge are: 

DRealBridge has a superior choice of pairs 

movements, teams, Swiss pairs without 

rematches, ability to add a late table; 

D It works well for Supervised Play formats; 

D It is easier to control the start, for instance when 

rounding up late pairs; 

D It lacks sound effects, such as an alert when the 

TD has been called, or when the clock reaches 

Zero and it’s time to move – I use my mobile 

phone alarm to do this alongside the platform; 

D It’s harder to deal with slow play online than it 

is for F2F volunteer club TDs. I find play gets 

slower and slower, and its easy for me to 

compound this when the clock doesn’t 

automatically move the round on if I take my 

eye off it for a moment – for instance while 

attending a call at a table; 

D It does not allow a private chat with co-directors 

(or players) if needed to discuss a ruling etc (I 

use WhatsApp for this); 

D It lacks a mechanism to collect player table 

money; 

DPersonally the most difficult bit of using RB for 

me is the human element! 

(a) the players' noise and appearance/body habits, 

flickering videos, unexpected and unintentional 

comments about their hands etc – the social 

element doesn’t work for me in that I can’t have 

a private chat with partner, only public chats 

shared with my opponents . . . I tend to say 

nothing since it’s already too hard with multiple 

people talking on video at the same time.  

(b) the difficulty which so many players have in 

managing their own technology, with 

video/sounds problems, and questions like 

‘what is a browser?’ 

Richard Banbury, Tournament Director

I REGULARLY direct on RealBridge, including 

important matches such as the Camrose Trials as 

well as EBU congresses such as the Year End, and  

county events. 

The user interface is very simple and really easy 

to navigate. It is worth looking in the settings 

menu for useful options (such as the ability to 

confirm a bid or card only on clicking/tapping it 

twice, to avoid misclicks). Everything else is right 

in front of you.  

If an event has multiple TDs, in order to stay in 

contact with each other throughout they have to 

use a different method of communication such as 

Zoom or Discord; TDs have no way of using 

RealBridge to see or hear each other as only one 

TD can be at any table at any one time. 

Directing online with ‘screens’ is different – you 

have to remember that everyone at the table can 

hear what you say, but players can only hear their 

screenmate and you. As the TD, you therefore have 

to be careful in your use of language so as not to 

give any unauthorised information to the players 

on the other side of the screen. 

From a TD’s point of view, my main suggestion 

for an improvement would be a ‘TD corner’; 

almost like an additional table in the event which 

only TDs can join, with the ability to view hand 

records. This would enable us to consult with each 

other through RealBridge rather than using 

additional software. 

RealBridge certainly has two main plus sides: 

firstly, I would hope that being able to see and hear 

players would reduce opportunities for players to 

cheat online; and secondly, after almost a year of 

no bridge in person, it’s nice to see some players 

again!              Rob Sassoon, Tournament Director
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ISN’T IT NICE to see some friendly familiar faces, 
with their real names shown beneath? It’s a chance 
to discover that the man you had always been 
calling Bill is in fact called Ben. What a refreshing 
change from the gnomic pseudonyms you get on 
BBO, where Ben is probably calling himself 
littleweed.  

How lovely to use a bidding box again, not to 
self-alert and to have RealBridge play the stop card 
for you. If this is what real life is going to be like for 
the next two years (a conservative estimate, if not 
a Conservative estimate) then I can live with this.  

I can live with the club atmosphere being 
brought into my own study. There are still a 
couple of foibles. Heaven knows what technical 
hiccup means that new arrivals at the table start 
with an impenetrable dalekian twang which can 
take quite a few seconds to resolve itself into 
English. Nor is it de rigueur to watch the rugby or 
eat crisps while playing. That remains a BBO-
based pleasure.  

One irritation is the ‘claim’. When a player 
makes a claim the cards go from looking like a 
hand, to a box of numbers in a different order to 
what you held just a second earlier. I find it 
impossible to translate what I visually held in my 
head to the boxes that appear. Claims take much 
longer to process as a result, and many claims are 
not made which makes the games a little longer. 
I’m sure it’s on the To Do list!       Michael Martin

PLAYING IN INTERNATIONAL 
GAMES

IN 2020 the Lady Milne was played online for the 
first time ever, and took place on the RealBridge 
platform. Many will already be familiar with the 
audio and video interface it offers, which is really 
great for social bridge, but in a serious match, it 
also has the benefit of reducing the ability to cheat. 
You would be able to clearly see and hear if 
someone was on the phone to their partner, or 
shouting to them in the other room.  

The Lady Milne was also played with ‘electronic 
screens’, so was slightly different to a normal 
session on RealBridge. For the uninitiated, 
electronic screens mimic real-life bridge screens. It 
means that when a board is in play, you can only 
see and hear one of your opponents (it’s always a 
benefit not to see partner – sorry Mia). So, for 
example, only North and East can see and talk to 
each other, as can South and West. This means that 
you can freely ask your screen-mate for verbal 
explanations of bids made by them or their 
partner, where in real life or on BBO you are 
limited to written explanations only (in real-life, 
you actually scribble illegibly on a tiny notepad, so 
it’s not much use).  

It was also very helpful at the beginning of a 
match to be able to sit with your teammates at the 
playing table before being whisked away to 
another table when play started. A good time to 
have a quick team chat about defence to the 
opponents’ systems, wish each other luck etc. I also 
found it useful being able to turn off the video and 
sound during the play of a hand, otherwise it can 
be quite distracting, especially if someone is eating 
noisy food! 

Having played most of my lock-down bridge on 
BBO, I didn’t initially like the interface, but there is 
a choice of card layouts, available from the settings 
menu. I much prefer the Simplified Cards option 
to the default setting which I found quite 
disorienting. I feel the table could be bigger, with a 
smaller chat area (again probably my BBO 
conditioning coming into play here), and there 
were three problems I encountered while bidding. 

First, the Pass card is right next to the 7™ card – 
luckily the opponents generally accepted an undo 
when I missed! Second, if you inadvertently click 

on a wrong bid, it is very difficult to put it back 
into the bidding box before it lands on the table, 
although I did somehow manage it once. The 
other issue I have is that I found myself reviewing 
the last trick quite frequently as it disappears off 
the table too quickly. The time before it folds has 
changed from 2.6s to 3.2s, but I would like it to 
remain until the next trick is played.  

On the whole, my verdict is, I like it. It takes 
some getting used to and lots of us are stuck in our 
ways. I would prefer to play face-to-face where 
other elements – including meeting old friends – 
are enjoyed, but I suspect that will require some 
re-adjustment. I must admit I saved a lot of money 
on travelling expenses and the bar bill!                     

Ceri Pierce, Welsh international

PLAYING IN CLUB GAMES

Cont/overleaf
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TEACHING ON REALBRIDGE

I STARTED teaching online back in April using 
Zoom and BBO. I had to use three different BBO 
logins on three separate devices for three tables. I 
had to load the hands three times onto each BBO 
account before each lesson. Students had to log in 
to both Zoom and BBO and were assigned to 
Zoom break-out rooms. Frequently students got 
‘lost’ from one or the other. When I finally had 
three full teaching tables set up and running, I 
could ‘join’ each table during critical stages of 
bidding and play. But moving between break-out 
rooms takes a few seconds on Zoom and 
managing three tables was a juggling act. I 
managed – but only just.  

Then came RealBridge. What a relief! No more 
juggling Zoom and BBO. No more telling my 
students for the nth time to minimise Zoom to 
enable them to see the BBO table. While not 
specifically set up for teaching – yet – a simple 
‘duplicate’ session (no movement required if not 
wanted) can be used to great effect to teach more 
tables than I would ever attempt to teach by myself 
using BBO.  

I now only need one laptop. My lessons starts on 
Zoom and then, when it is time to play the set 
hands, everyone leaves Zoom and joins the 
RealBridge session. I only need to load the set 
hands once and the next board loads 
automatically. There is no wasted time setting up 
separate tables and moving from room to room as 
joining a table is instantaneous. RealBridge is 
brilliant in that the director can see exactly the 
stage each table has reached, even to the trick 
number. Players can swap seats if required during 
the session and the ‘Director’ can sit in any seat or 
watch and speak to the whole table.  

My students find it much simpler and a lot less 
time is wasted in the set up. It is also a much better 
preparation for club bridge. Players can alert their 
partner’s bids, stop cards are played automatically 
and it seems much more natural to hear ‘thank 
you partner’ as dummy is tabled. RealBridge does 
what it says and I would recommend that all 
teachers give it a go.                                Bev Purvis

IN COMMON with most teachers at the start of 
the pandemic, I quickly moved to a combination 
of Zoom and BBO to continue lessons online. 
With Zoom providing communication, including 
the flexibility of setting up break-out rooms, and 
BBO providing the bridge engine, this pair of 
applications allows teachers and clubs to 
effectively deliver structured lessons and 
supervised play. For those students who have 
made the transition to online lessons, this has 
worked extremely well; many reporting online 
lessons to have been a much needed way of 
keeping up with friends through lockdown. 

So how about RealBridge for teaching? Before 
discussing its pros and cons, I must commend the 
team on developing such a good piece of software 
in such a short time. It is already an excellent 
application and I am sure it will be improved 
further through 2021. 

Firstly the pros of RealBridge. The biggest 
upside is that it integrates audio-visual with a 
bridge engine into a single application – students 
and teachers do not need to either use two devices 
or split a screen. The other upside is the 
intuitiveness of the software – it is well laid out 
and newcomers only need a few minutes to learn 
how to navigate the play controls, as well as 
reviewing boards trick by trick. For a 
teacher/director, the software is highly intuitive – 
setting up a movement, uploading boards, 
choosing the scoring, setting the timer and 
progressing the rounds can be learned in no time. 

There are downsides too. The main functional 
drawback is that there is no way to use the audio-
visual for group-wide communication – you can 
see and speak to those at your table and a visiting 
teacher/superviser/director, but not others in the 
group. From the teacher’s perspective this means 
it is not possible to give a lesson to more than one 
table at a time. When I use RealBridge for 
teaching, I start on Zoom with a lesson; move to 
RealBridge for some play; then revert to Zoom for 
a review. This works, but of course involves some 
faff and time-wasting. My understanding is that a 
‘theatre-mode’ is in the pipeline for development 
which may well address this issue. The other 
functional drawback of RealBridge compared to 
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BBO is that robots are not available, and this 
makes part-tables a real problem. The teacher can 
fill in for the bidding, then switch around the 
players’ positions for the play – but this can end up 
frying everyone’s brains, particularly if the teacher 
is doing this for more than one table. There is one 
further important drawback which is that the 
audio-visual quality is not as consistent as Zoom. 
In part this is because RealBridge tends not to 
work so well with older iPads, but from time to 
time there are other communication problems 
which seem to creep in irrespective of browsers or 
devices. Sometimes these can be sorted out with 
the refresh button, or logging off and on again, but 
not always, and if one person has a persistent issue 
then this causes distraction for the others at their 
table. 

On balance, my opinion is that the Zoom/BBO 
combo remains better for the time being, but as 
RealBridge is developed further and bugs 
eradicated this will change. Certainly I would 
recommend that teachers, clubs and students try 
out different platforms, including RealBridge, and 
decide for themselves what works best. 

Tim Chanter, EBU Accredited Bridge Teacher 

SUPERVISED GAMES ON 
REALBRIDGE

HAVING THROWN ourselves into BBO back in 
April and starting a Virtual Club for our local club 
Warminster and also starting two weekly sessions 
of Duplicate Pairs for Wiltshire, I was quite 
dismissive of RealBridge when it appeared on the 
scene. However, having 
been persuaded to ‘give it a 
go’ I soon saw the 
advantages. 

Warminster club is now 
running one duplicate pairs 
session on BBO, one 
duplicate pairs on 
RealBridge and one 
supervised session on BBO. 

There is little to choose 
between the duplicate pairs 
with pros and cons with 
both. BBO still seems to 
have days when logging on 
is difficult and players 

constantly seem to lose connection. RealBridge 
seems smoother, but for those that have poor 
internet they can have a lot of problems being able 
to link both camera and microphone – and we also 
find difficulty with background interference. 
However, it is lovely on RealBridge to be able to 
chat with the four on the table when waiting to 
start play – and have a postmortem after finishing. 

The real positive of RealBridge, for us, is for 
Supervised Play. Prior to lockdown four of us were 
running a Monday morning supervised play 
session. This was mainly for a group who had 
attended the Fasttrack bridge course - which we 
had run over a week. We usually had four tables 
and with four of us supervising we were available 
to make sure we always had full tables and 
normally had one or two of us to also sit at a table 
and help suggest how best to bid and play. BBO 
did not really lend itself to supervised play – but 
RealBridge is fantastic. We can sit as a director at 
the table and see all four hands which is better 
even than face-to-face play. Players can call us if 
they want advice on how to bid a hand. When we 
finish the boards in a round, we can all review a 
hand together and discuss the ‘what ifs’ if they had 
played differently. The downside is still that at 
times some players have difficulty being able to 
hear because of various noises in the background, 
but there is no danger of anyone overhearing 
conversations on adjoining tables - and no-one 
‘shushing’ each other to keep the noise down! 

Gayle Webb, Warminster BC
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Congratulations to the newly promoted 
Premier Grand Masters: 

Babs Matthews, Cumbria 

Jonathan Mestel, Cambs & Hunts 

Grand Masters: 
Richard Lingham, Devon 

Diana Nettleton, Oxford 

Sandra Nicholson, Oxford 

Neil Watts, Sussex 

 
Landmark Promotions August – December 2020

Avon 
Master 
Bill Ashford 
Cherry Scott 
David Turner 

Berks & Bucks 
Master 
Monica Bartlett 
Bob Bennett 
Kristina Collins 
Tony Cotterill 
Vanessa Ewbank 
Sue Horley 
Gary Jennison 
Edmund Lea 
Phil Matton 
Merrin Molesworth 
Carol Olivier 
Jan Przybys 
Marc Rivoira 
Carol Rudge 

Cambs & 
Hunts 
Premier Grand 
Master 
Jonathan Mestel 
Master 
Tony Pal 

Channel Is-
lands 
Regional Master 
Robin Endean 
John Mauger 
Erik Saelensminde 
Master 
Brian Parkin 

Cornwall 
Master 
Lawrence Harrison 
Gillian Swann 

Cumbria 
Premier Grand 
Master 
Babs Matthews 
Master 
Joyce Marshall 
Stuart Taylor 

Devon 
Grand Master 
Richard Lingham

Life Master 
Ken Rowe 
Regional Master 
Kathy Richardson 
Master 
Robert Kilby 
Andrew Kingsnorth 

Direct UK 
Regional Master 
Rhonda Collins 
Richard Collins 

Dorset 
Master 
Richard Cummins 

Essex 
Master 
Steve Abbott 
Roy Allen 
Renee Flanagan 
Marion Fuller 
Maureen Killey 
Patricia Roberts 

Gloucester-
shire 
Master 
Nigel Burton 
Richard Caley 
Malcolm Free 
David Killen 

Hants and 
I.O.W. 
Life Master 
Lilias Lamont 
Master 
Alan Burley 
Mike Hawthorn 
Rose Kennard 
Barbara Thomas 
Neil Thomas 
Bill Washington 

Herefordshire 
Master 
Robert Squire 

Hertfordshire 
Regional Master 
Jules Davidoff 
Master 
Christine Andrew 
Susan Arnold 
Michael David Bird

Pat Bonner 
Pete Brewster 
Patricia Cahalane 
Sheila Fitzpatrick 
Christine Hope 
Sue McGill 
Michael Salida 
Kent 
Regional Master 
Janet Davies 
Simon Read 
Master 
Julia Barton 
Susan Brown 
Malcolm Dale 
David Harris 
Duncan Mason 

Lancashire 
Life Master 
Veronica Petrie 
Master 
Peter Banks 
Jackie Clough 
Kamlesh Garg 
Colin Liddle 
Zaga Mansour 
Aidan Pickering 
Philip Pye 
Melba Southwood 
Sirima Subrama-
niam 
Kate Webb 
Linda Wilkinson 

Leicestershire 
Life Master 
Ben Norton 
Master 
Mary Danaher 
Anne Morris 

Lincolnshire 
Master 
Jane Brown 
Patricia Donaldson 
Sue Westcott 

London 
Life Master 
Debbie Sandford 
Regional Master 
Sebastian Kristensen 
Liam Sanderson 
Dean Swallow 
Gerry Weston

Master 
Peter Aughterson 
Theo Gillis 
Richard Hazell 
Mark Nelson 
Jacqueline Pearson 
Svetlana Todorovic 

Manchester 
Life Master 
Irene Davies 
Regional Master 
Gilbert Fletcher 
Stuart Shalom 
Master 
Sylvia Dixon 
Martin Ellison 
Faye Georgiou 
Mark Gomme 
Robert A James 
Roew Macdonald 
Chris Rippin 
Heather Saunders 

Merseyside & 
Cheshire 
Master 
Jeffrey Angove 
Stewart Hart 
Richard Lacey 
Janice Mairs 
Mary Read 

Middlesex 
Regional Master 
Allison Green 
Master 
Steve Brink 
Jeff Harris 
Harvey Leigh 

North East 
Master 
Dorothy Booker 
Tim Capron 
Peter Kelly 
Sue Lant 
Dorothy Neville 
Clive Nichols 
Ken Reed 

Northampton-
shire 
Master 
David Bailey 
Stefania Beech 
Margaret Brown 
Patricia Ellis 
Mike Palmer 
Peter Spencer 

Notting-
hamshire 
Life Master 
Christopher Close 
Dorothy Close 
Master 
Liz Bungay 
Sue Cobley 
Heather Darwent

Rosemary Gunn 
Pat Kelk 
Louise Scull 

Oxfordshire 
Grand Master 
Diana Nettleton 
Sandra Nicholson 
Life Master 
Richard Haydon 
Regional Master 
Margaret Caley 
Peter Dyer 
Linda Murray 
Diana Pick 
Jonathan Price 
Doreen Rankin 
Tracey Reimer 
Anne Savage 
Lesley Sixsmith 
Ewa Wieczorek 

Somerset 
Regional Master 
Katrina Foote 
Chris Hogan 
Master 
Vivienne Dalby-
Welsh 
David Lambert 

Staffs & Shrops 
Master 
Valerie Jones 
Christine Penny 
Ed Richardson 
Val Richardson 
Robert Scott 
Steve Smith 

Suffolk 
Regional Master 
Caro Hunt 
Master 
John Gan 
Andy Higginson 
Sue Johnston 
May Li 
Christine Mapus-
Smith 
Christopher 
Springthorpe 

Surrey 
Life Master 
Brian Gladman 
Regional Master 
Kirsty Platts 
Mark Simpson 
Master 
Daniela Carden 
Joan Clancy 
Peter David 
John Edwards 
John Franklin 
Alexander German 
Su Gomez 
Richard Hitchcox 
Maggie Ingham

Janet Leffler 
John Lemmey 
David Moon 
Karen Murphy 
Carol Newton 
Judith Riiser 
Tony Scott 
Savita Shah 
Marion Simpson 
Sandy Smyth 

Sussex 
Grand Master 
Neil Watts 
Regional Master 
Jon Derrick 
Francis Kelly 
Andy Smith 
Master 
Roger Amon 
Carolyn Braithwaite 
Julia Brown 
Colin Clark 
Martin Elliott 
Peter Harbott 
Denise Hodd 
Caroline Kemp 
Jennifer Wilson 

Warwickshire 
Regional Master 
Jeanette Simon 
Master 
Helen Brigham 
Nigel Charlesworth 
Sue Charlesworth 
Geraldine Draysey 
David Powell 
Savita Singhal 
Savita Singhal 
Jackie Stabler 

Westmorland 
Master 
Wendy Nuttall 

Wiltshire 
Regional Master 
Graham Williams 
Master 
William Coley 
Jean Laundon 
Roman Mohr 
Carol Paton 
Ian Roach 

Worcestershire 
Master 
Paul Bryant 

Yorkshire 
Master 
Bryan Boulter 
Patricia D.J. Khan
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KEEP BRIDGE FUN . . . 
OR LOSE THE NEXT GENERATION

Talking recently with a younger colleague, 
who plays some bridge but not regularly, I 
asked whether they enjoy the game. There 

was a pause. Then, ‘I do, but sometimes it seems too 
serious.’ Club bridge in particular was mentioned as 
being offputting; all those people deep in 
concentration. 

Bridge is a challenging game and a club session is 
not meant to be like a party. At the same time, long-
time bridge players know that the game is huge fun. 
I was reminded of when I was a student, playing 
rubber bridge with friends late into the evening 
with drinks in hand. We did not always play well, 
but we enjoyed it. It never seemed too serious to us. 

As EBU membership 
development officer, 
it is my role to 
support clubs in 
attracting new 
members. The 
most common 
approach being 
to lay on 
teaching and then 
promote classes to 
potential learners 
nearby. It is a good and 
proven technique, but I worry 
that the way we present bridge classes 
can sometimes come over as more like going 
back to school than offering an endless new 
source of entertainment. 

What is bridge about? Is it about rote learning of 
correct responses to 1NT based on hand shape and 
point count? Learning the basics is important, but 
that is not what makes it fun. What makes bridge 
fun? Things like making impossible contracts; 
conning the opposition out of their contract with a 
bold jump bid; risking disaster by bidding a dodgy 
slam instead of a safe game, but making it; upsetting 
your partner by passing their take-out double but 
getting a top when the contract goes three down. 

I remember a club game where my 6® bid was 
doubled. Hmm, I thought. The opponents have 
either AK in a suit or two aces (I forget whether I

had gone via Blackwood) and I am going down. The 
solution was to bid 6NT, putting the lead in the 
other hand. The left-hand opponent guessed wrong 
and I made an overtrick. That was fun, which is why 
I still recall it! Next time though, the opponents 
might double my excellent minor slam and I will 
wrongly take it out to no trumps going down. That, 
perhaps, will be fun for them. 

I love Zia Mahmood’s book Bridge My Way, not 
so much for its bridge tips, but rather for the 
obvious enjoyment the author radiates throughout. 

He is a fantastic player but 
has some disasters 

(more, probably, than 
he cares to tell us 

about). Opening it 
at random, on page 
128 he describes an 

innocent-looking 
hand where his 

partner opens 1NT. 
With five hearts, two 

spades and seven points 
he passes, explaining that 

he does not like to transfer 
to hearts if he cannot stand a 

2´ overcall. Then things get 
interesting, as the fourth to bid 

doubles. Mahmood now bids his 
diamond doubleton, reasoning that 

he will likely be doubled again. The 
double duly appears, and he calls 2™, 

which he intended all along. As he 
appears to be running from a double, the 

opposition double again. ‘I had no trouble making 
2™ doubled for +470,’ Mahmood writes.   

This kind of thing is not easy to teach and for sure 
can never be taught by rote; but it illustrates why 
teaching bridge as if there is only one right answer 
to every question is best avoided. My firm belief is 
that if we could only convey how much fun we have 
playing, many more will want to sign up to our 
courses. I do not pretend that this is easy and if you 
have tips on teaching players to have fun with 
bridge (while still playing to the rules of course), 
please let me know and I will share them!             r

ENJOY BRIDGE 

IN 2021

by Tim Anderson
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W N E S         
1´ 2® 2´ Pass    
? 
 
 
 

4´.   Although you have only 16 high card points, 
the shape is very good. You can envisage reasonable 
play for game facing even a 4·3·2·4 Yarborough. A 
trial bid of 3t would be my distant second choice. 

  

  
W N E S         

1® 1t 
? 
 

1™. Unless you have agreed otherwise, double here 
would show 4-4 in the majors. Despite your 
balanced shape, you prefer 1™ to 1NT because you 
have only a partial diamond stopper and because it 
is important to show your major suit. 
 

W N E S         
1NTA Pass 

2tA Pass 2™ Pass 
? 
A 12-14 & transfer 
 

3®. Holding 12 HCP you could just invite game 
with 2NT, but the ™K-Q-J-10-9 combination is 
surely worth more than six points and you should 
insist on game. With strength concentrated in two 
suits, you want partner to make an informed choice 
between 3NT and 4™ – if partner bids 4® you 
intend to correct to 4™ rather than play in clubs, 
despite partner showing a doubleton heart.  r

 
W N E S         

Pass 
Pass 1´ Pass Pass 
? 

 

1NT. When neither side is vulnerable, it is often 
better to declare than to defend: making any 
contract is better than collecting 50; going down 50 
is better than conceding any contract. Since you are 
a passed hand, partner cannot place you with any 
more strength than you have. 

  
North-South vulnerable 

W N E S  
1® 

1™ Pass Pass 1NT 
? 

Pass. This time, with the opponents vulnerable, it is 
less clear that you wish to declare. If they are going 
down, which it looks likely they are (you probably 
have four heart tricks and two diamond tricks and 
may hope for at least one trick from partner), you 
are collecting 100 for each undertrick.     

W N E S         
1´ Pass 

? 

 

1NT. Some people use the rule of 14 (add points to 
length of longest suit) to decide whether the hand is 
worth a two-level response. Here, five clubs and 
eight points leaves you one short. You would also be 
rather stuck if you responded 2® and partner rebid 
2t (forcing).

Julian’s answers to questions from Page 12

Club Bidding Quiz                  by Julian Pottage

click 
 

link

Hand 1 
´ A J 8 2 
™ Q 7 4 
t J 10 
® K 9 7 2

Hand 2 
´ Q 7 
™ K Q J 9 5
t A K 10 2 
® 4 3

Hand 3 
´ 10 
™ 9 7 5 3 
t 10 3 2 
® A K J 7 6

Hand 4 
´ A K 10 8 5 
™ A K J 
t Q 5 4 3 2 
® –

Hand 5 
´ K 5 3 
™ Q 9 7 4 
t J 10 6  
® Q 8 3

Hand 6 
´ 8 5 
™ K Q J 10 9 
t J 9 
® K Q 5 3

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/julian-pottage


https://www.bridgewebs.com/first/
https://www.bridgewebs.com/first/


https://bernardmageebridge.com/
https://bernardmageebridge.com/bmb-holidays/
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  West               North       East          South 
                                          2™            2´ 
  3®                   3™             4t            4´ 
  5t                   5´             Pass          Pass 
  6t                   Pass           Pass          6´ 
  All Pass

  West               North       East          South 
                                          1™            1´ 
  Pass                 2™             3t            4´ 
  5t                   5´             Pass          Pass 
  6t                   6´             All Pass

Bridge Club Live has been hosting club match-
pointed duplicate sessions for nearly 60 
English bridge clubs.  

Unlike elsewhere, BCL uses no robots, so you 
never get to play against or with a robot. We don’t 
have sit-outs, but it does mean we need an even 
number of pairs for each session. Some clubs 
arrange a stand-by or host pair.  

BCL has no time limits per round. This removes 
pressure on players, even though there is an overall 
responsibility to not hold up the movement, and 
indeed, it is very rare that a session’s play takes any 
longer than it would at one’s F2F (face to face) club. 

Session results can be uploaded to your club’s web 
site and to P2P for Master Points and NGS. They 
can also be input to EBUScore should your TD need 
to rule any adjustment. Most clubs do not have a 
non-playing TD present during the session, as 
rulings can generally be carried out afterwards and 
without time pressure. 

At time of writing, BCL is preparing to introduce 
audio/visual facilities to some of its rooms. 

Both tables ended in 6´ on the following deal 
from a friendly Teams match between eight players 
from Sheffield BC.

Clubs play in BCL

Bridge Club Live                     by Barrie Partridge

click 
 

link

N/S Game. Dealer East.  
´ A K 10 9 3 2 
™ K 3 
t J 
® J 8 6 3 

´ 8 ´ 5 
™ 9 ™ A 6 5 4 2 
t K 10 9 8 6 3 2 t A Q 7 5 4 
® K 10 4 2 ® 9 7 

´ Q J 7 6 4 
™ Q J 10 8 7 
t – 
® A Q 5

N 
W      E 

S

At the first table, East’s 2™ was Lucas, showing 
hearts and a minor. West’s 3® bid was ‘Pass or 
correct’. At both tables, once East confessed to 
ownership of diamonds, West suddenly burst into 
life. 

I was North at Table 2 and wasn’t about to let the 
opponents play in 6t when 6´ looked a reasonable 
insurance. 6t goes one off because neither East nor 
West has a spade void. 

The first trick was the same at both tables with 
West’s ™9 going to the ™K, ™A and ™7, and now 
East was on lead at the critical point. East at my 
table succumbed to the temptation of trying to cash 
the tA but found their side had twelve diamonds 
between them as South ruffed, drew trumps and 
threw three clubs on the hearts for a lucky make. 

East at the other table decided that partner must 
have a good reason for leading a heart rather than a 
diamond and led a heart back, ruffed, for one off. I 
felt that both Souths might have played the ™8 
rather than the ™7 on the first trick to try to sow a 
little more doubt about the lead.                            r 

UK-based Bridge Club Live  
All levels of bridge for you to try

TA
B

LE
 1

TA
B

L
E

 2

https://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/barrie-partridge
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There are few things more annoying than to 

make all the right moves to bring home a 

contract and then to take your eye off the 

ball in the endgame. Declarer on this issue’s deal did 

exactly that. Would you have done better?

 than both of yours, so as long as he has at least two 

clubs you can now safely take two club ruffs in your 

hand. 

You cash the top clubs and ruff the third round, 

both defenders following. You now cross to the ´K 

and ruff dummy’s remaining club with your last 

trump, West contributing the ®Q to the trick. All 

that remains now is to return to dummy, draw 

West’s last trump, and claim your slam. 

Declarer at the table got this far, but failed to 

maintain his concentration having done all the 

difficult work. When he tried to cross back to 

dummy with a second round of spades, West ruffed 

and cashed the ™Q for one down. 

Of course, declarer should have realised that this 

was bound to happen. West’s 1™ overcall marked 

him with five cards in that suit, and he has 

subsequently followed to four rounds of clubs. 

Unless East’s tJ was some strange false card, then 

West is also marked with three trumps, leaving him 

room for only one spade.  

Once declarer realises that this is the position, it is 

not difficult to exit with the ™J. (Note that playing 

the low heart does not work, as East can then win 

the trick with his ™9 and give his partner a spade 

ruff.) West will win with the ™Q, but you will then 

be able to reach dummy with a heart ruff in order to 

draw West’s last trump. The top spades will score 

the final tricks and you can record +1370 on your 

scorecard.               r

The Final Hurdle

Funbridge Competitions                    by Marc Smith

         West        North     East       South 
1t 

1™ 2™A Pass 3t 
Pass 3´ Pass 4® 
Pass 4NT Pass 5t 
Pass 6t All Pass 

 A Natural raise to at least 3t

West leads the ™K against your slam. How 

would you play? 

Looking to set up dummy, you see that you have 

one heart and two club losers to deal with. One 

possibility is to ruff one club and hope to find the 

spades breaking 3-3 so that you can dispose of your 

other club. Suppose you win the ™A and cash the 

ace and king of diamonds. 

The tJ falls from East, so it looks like West started 

with three trumps. His trump is also smaller

 
Game All. Dealer South. IMPs (teams) 

´ K Q 3 
™ A 2 
t A Q 10 4 
® K 8 6 2 

´ 10 ´ J 9 6 5 4 
™ K Q 10 8 5 ™ 9 6 3 
t 6 5 3 t J 7  
® Q 10 7 4 ® J 9 3  

´ A 8 7 2    
™ J 7 4 
t K 9 8 2 
® A 5

N 
W      E 

S
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Paul Bowyer’s Entries Quiz from p10

ANSWERS

Dummy displays a very useful 15 points to raise 
your minimum (some would say sub-minimum) 
1NT opener.  

Your Count and Plan appears to show nine top 
tricks (one spade, four hearts, three diamonds and 
one club). However, both the diamonds and hearts 
are blocked, so entries may present a problem. In 
what order should you (indeed, must you) attempt 
to take your tricks? 

Yes, this is the identical deal to Hand 1. However, 
the opening lead is different and that may have a 
significant impact on your line of play. 

As before, your Count and Plan appears to show 
the same nine top tricks In which order should you 
attempt to take your top tricks this time? 

´ A 8 6 
™ A K 
t A 8 6 4 
® 7 5 3 2 

´ K Q J 10 ´ 9 4 
™ 7 3 ™ 10 8 5 4 2 
t 10 7 2 t J 9 5 3 
® K Q J 10 ® 9 4 

´ 7 5 3 2 
™ Q J 9 6 
t K Q 
® A 8 6

Hand 1: There are problems with the to-ing and fro-
ing on the hand. The only line of play that works is to 
cash the tKQ immediately, then the ™AK in dummy, 
then the tA. Now you can return to the ®A to access, 
and cash, the ™QJ. Any other line of play leads to 
defeat because you end in the wrong hand with no 
entry to winning cards in the other.  

Hand 2: Once again, you are in 3NT and this time 
West decides to lead the ®K. You take the ®A at 
trick one (once again, holding up the ace gains little 
and simply delays matters by a trick or two) and you 
can see your nine tricks (one spade, four hearts, 
three diamonds and a club).  

This time, you have to play the red suits in the 
reverse order to the way they were played in Hand 1. 
After taking the ®A, you must unblock the ™AK 
and come to the closed hand with a diamond to 
cash the remaining red-card winners. Finally, you 
can access the tA in dummy by crossing to the ´A. 
Here’s the full deal in both cases:

This deal has been produced many times in lessons 

on entries and has confounded several students of the 

game. They frequently find themselves stranded in 

the wrong hand after seven or eight tricks with a 

winner tantalisingly out of reach in the other hand. 

Congratulations if you got both questions right!

Hand 1 
South plays in 3NT. 
West leads the ´K.

        
´  A 8 6 

        ™  A K 
        t  A 8 6 4 
        ®  7 5 3 2 
                                
                                  

                             
          
        ´  7 5 3 2         
        ™  Q J 9 6          
        t  K Q              
        ®  A 8 6 

N 
W      E 

S

South       North 
1NT          3NT

Hand 2 
South plays in 3NT. 
West leads the ®K.

        
´  A 8 6 

        ™  A K 
        t  A 8 6 4 
        ®  7 5 3 2 
                                
                                  

                             
          
        ´  7 5 3 2         
        ™  Q J 9 6          
        t  K Q              
        ®  A 8 6 

N 
W      E 

S

N 
W      E 

S

South       North 
1NT          3NT
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Michael Byrne’s Quiz from page 14

ANSWERS

Hand 3 – Pass. Although partner is making a try for 
game it’s doubtful you will even make 3´ when 
you have this load of soft rubbish that has points 
in the opponents’ suits. It’s all very well saying 
you have a great diamond holding, but Kx is only 
useful for ruffing if the opponents never lead 
trumps, and it’s not unlikely that you will be over 
ruffed in diamonds anyway.  If partner wishes to 
bid on in spades good luck to him, but he will get 
no encouragement from you. 

Hand 4 – Bid 4´. Without a doubt. Your flat shape 
convinced you not to make a pre-emptive raise to 
3´ on the previous round but now you know that 
it is a double fit you must bid to the maximum. It 
is not clear when you bid 4´ whether you are 
bidding it to make, or bidding it as a save, but the 
one thing you do know is that your side needs to 
have spades as trumps not hearts. Facing this 
hand game is cold and 4™ might make as well: 

´AKxxxx ™x tAQxx ®xx  

Even facing this hand 4´ has play and so does 4™, 
one game or the other will surely make: 

´AKxxx ™– tAxxxx ®xxx

Hand 1 – Bid 3´. Partner is making a try for game 

and showing length in diamonds, so your hand is 

fitting well. You don’t have enough to accept the 

game try but you want to give partner the option 

of bidding on over 4™ (if the opener takes the 

push) so 3´ is best. If partner has a medium hand 

like this he will pass: 

´KJ10xx ™x tK10xx ®AQJ 

If he has more playing strength he can bid game:  

´AJ9xx ™x tK10xxx ®AQ  

Hand 2 – Bid 4´. There seem to be a lot of points 

in this pack but you must trust partner and do 

your duty. Your spade holding is good and you 

can expect not to lose any hearts. Your doubleton 

club will stop the opponents cashing too many 

tricks there and although you lack a top honour 

in diamonds, your five-card support will mean 

that this hand is a double fit. You might well make 

a low point count game when they would make 

4™ for example with partner holding  

´AQxxxx ™x tAJxx ®Qx.

    W          N          E          S 
    1™         1´         2™        2´ 
    3®         3t        3™        ?

This time you are the weak hand and must decide what to do in the following auctions. It is game all 
so the stakes are high! 

Hand 1 Hand 2 
´ Q 4 3 ´ K J 7 
™ 7 6 5 ™ A 4 3 
t Q J 7 t 10 8 4 3 2 
® 8 7 5 4 ® 6 5 

Hand 3 Hand 4 
´ 6 5 4 ´ Q 7 6 4 
™ Q 9 4 ™ 6 5 4 
t K 3 t K J 2 
® Q 9 6 5 3 ® 7 6 4 
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´ Q 4 2 
™ K 6 4 
t Q 7 3 
® J 10 6 5

West         East 
1™             3™

West         East 
1´             3´

or

West         East 
1™             4™

West         East 
1´             4´

or

EXAMPLES OF A SIMPLE RAISE  

Raise 1´ to 2´, but respond 
1NT to 1™ (this last one 
partner might disagree with – 
there is a fine dividing line 
sometimes). 

´ Q 4 2 
™ 6 4 
t K 8 5 3 
® A 7 4 2

Bid 2® over 1´, as the hand is 
too good for a simple raise to 
2´. If partner rebids two of a 
red suit, retreat to 2´. Over 1™ 
respond 1NT – you are happy 
to play this hand in 1NT 
opposite a balanced 15-16 
count when you don’t have a fit 
for partner.

´ Q 4 2 
™ J 10 6 5 
t Q 7 3 
® K 6 4

Raise 1™ to 2™. This may be an 
eight count with four-card 
support, but with a totally 
balanced hand, we would keep 
the bidding low. 

After raising the major everything is essentially 
natural, though there are a couple of notes over 1™-
2™ where opener could be 4-4 majors with  
15-19 points: 

1™-2™-2´ = four spades, interest in game. Over this 
everything is natural, including new suits, which 
are non-forcing.  

1™-2™-2NT = Balanced invite with five hearts. 
Natural continuations.  

JUMP RAISE TO THREE LEVEL 

 

1™-3™-3´ = Long-suit slam try somewhere; 3NT 
asks what suit (you bid it naturally with a minor, 
and 4™ shows a long-suit slam try in spades).  

1™-3™-3NT/4®/4t = Slam tries with a singleton or 
void in the bid suit (3NT shows the spade 
shortage).  

This does mean of course that you cannot play 
hands in 3NT, but it is hard to judge which hands 
should play in 3NT anyway (particularly as the 
opening bid already denies 3·4·3·3 shape).  

The idea is the same over 1´-3´, but everything is 
one step up. 

JUMP RAISE TO GAME 

These bids are semi pre-emptive, showing typically 
7-8 (or 9) points with 4·4·3·2 shape, or an 
equivalent hand. We wouldn’t tend to bid them on a 
very weak hand, as that would make it hard for 
partner to judge whether to bid game or not.  

We play Romex continuations over this – bidding 
a slam here is less likely to be about what controls 
you hold, and more likely to be about how well the 
hands fit. The system works like this: 

These bids are pre-emptive, and largely expect 
partner not to go on as they can be very weak. Most 
weak hands with five-card support, or very 
distributional hands with four-card support raise 
straight to game. The main exception that may 
surprise some people is that we often don’t raise to 
game with a 5·3·3·2 distribution – these hands often 
produce one trick less than the trump fit would 
indicate.  

PAGAN 3® BID 
Many years ago playing with a different partner I 

agreed to play a newly devised convention which is 
the only time I have ever been charged to play a 
system. I seem to recall I coughed up a fiver because 
the convention needed a licence (it was not caught 
under the ordinary rules as it was multi-way and 
not all options were game forcing).  

Jeff and I have modified the system, and it now 
works like this. In response to 1™ or 1´, 3® is a 
limit raise with four-card support, or a strong jump 
shift in clubs without four-card support. Over 1´ it 
can also be a limit raise with three-card support 
without four hearts. (This is so that 1´-2t-2™-3´ 
can be forcing – with a limit raise with four hearts 
you just raise hearts; with a limit raise without four 
hearts you start by responding 3®.)

Cont/overleaf

AACCOOLL  UUNNVVEEIILLEEDD,,  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  ppaaggee  3322
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1™-3®-3t = Asks partner to bid 3™ with the limit 
raise, or to bid 3NT/4® naturally with clubs, or 
3´/4t self-agreeing clubs with a shortage. (Note 
4™ over 3t is rare but natural, showing a hand 
that felt too strong for an immediate raise to 
game, too weak for a game forcing raise.) 

1™-3®-3™ = Invitational opposite the limit raise. 
Otherwise partner bids as above.  

1™-3®-3NT = Natural suggesting a contract.  

1™-3®-3t-3™ = Romex continuations as over the 
direct raise to the three level above.  

1´-3®-3™ = Asks partner to bid 3´, and then 
mostly as above. In addition we have 1´-3®-3t 
as a slam try asking for more information (for 
responses see extra system information online). 
As is often the case, for the slam hands we try to 
have extra precision available, but try to hide the 
information when we are only game going.  

SPLINTERS 
We believe it is important to be able to distinguish 
singletons from voids, and to avoid having too wide 
a point range for splinters, particularly where there 
is no room to investigate. There is only limited 
space so we put all club void hands through the 
Jacoby 2NT, as well as all 13+ hands with any void, 
and 15+ hands with a singleton. (As usual the point 
ranges are merely an indication.) 

1™-3´ = Spade splinter 10-14 with a singleton, or 
10-12 with a void (3NT asks, then 4® = 12-14 
singleton, 4t = 10-12 void, 4™ = 10-12 
singleton). 

1™-3NT = Diamond singleton 12-14 points, or 
diamond void 10-12 (4® asks with 4t showing 
the void). 

1™-4® = Club splinter, exactly singleton, 10-14 
points. This is wide ranging as opener can make a 
slam try with 4t, which is a general try (last 
train), rather than a cue-bid 

1™-4t = Diamond splinter, exactly singleton, 10-12 
points. 

1´-3NT = Red suit void 10-12 or heart suit 
singleton, 12-14 (4® asks, and you respond by 
bidding the void or 4´ with the singleton heart). 

1´-4® = Club splinter, exactly singleton, 10-14 . 

1´-4t = Diamond splinter, exactly singleton, 10-14 
points. 

1´-4™ = Heart splinter, 10-12 points. 

Those of you who have been avidly following 
these articles may guess that after 1´-4®, which is a 
wide-ranging bid, if it continues 4t then responder 
is not obliged to cue-bid 4™ if minimum (bids are 
mostly about showing how good or bad the hand 
is). We also have the agreement that splinters set up 
a forcing pass (which some people think goes 
without saying, but we don’t!).  

JACOBY 2NT 
We play 2NT over one of a major as a game forcing 
raise, with at least four-card support. As you would 
expect we have a fair amount of system over this, 
though it shares a lot in common with what many 
people play. This will be covered in detail in the next 
issue. 

One point to note is that because we have no way 
to show a club void splinter directly, these hands go 
via 2NT, so we have modified the continuations to 
incorporate this.  

GAME-FORCING WITH THREE-CARD SUPPORT 
If you do not have a four-card fit, you start off with 
a new suit. There are then a few ways to agree the 
suit cheaply in order to look for slam, depending on 
the auction.  

1™-1´-2®-3t = three-card game-forcing heart 
raise (not a splinter bid). Over this opener often 
bids 3™, but can also suggest 3NT, or bid 3´/4® 
to show a shortage in spades/diamonds 
respectively.  

1™-2®-2™-3´ = three-card raise, with or without a 
shortage in it. We then play system to unravel 
whether opener has six hearts and whether the 3´ 
does actually have a singleton. It is very similar to 
the sequence 1NT-2t-2™-3´ described earlier in 
the series.  

1´-2t-2™-3´ = game forcing with three spades, as 
an invite without four hearts would have 
responded 3® directly to 1´, and an invite with 
four hearts would simply raise to 3™.  

In summary, four-card raises start by showing the 
hand directly, whereas three-card raises start by 
bidding at the two level unless they are suitable for 
the Pagan 3® bid. To make a two-over-one 
response, you need a good enough hand to go to 
game opposite a balanced 15-16 count, so it is 
almost worth envisaging this hand at the start, when 
you are planning your campaign.  

Extra System Notes overleaf 
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RAISING 1™™ OR 2´ - EXTRA SYSTEM NOTES  
                                                                                             by Chris Jagger

PAGAN 3® BID 
1™-3® = 4-card limit raise in hearts (occasionally 

non-slammy raise to game) or strong jump shift 
in clubs.  

1´-3® = 4-card limit raise or 3-card limit raise 
without four hearts (occasionally non-slammy 
raise to game) or strong jump shift in clubs.  

1™-3®-3™/3t = inv/enquiry.  

1™-3®-3t-3™ = any limit raise hand; 4™ = non-
slammy game raise; other responses are strong 
jump hands. 

1´-3®-3´ = invite opposite 4-card limit raise.  

1´-3®-3™ = bid 3´ if invite (or 4´ if GF raise) over 
which 3NT suggests spot, less certain about NT 
than a direct 1´-3®-3NT.  

1´-3®-3t = slam try, over which responder bids 
3™ with 3-card limit raise, 3´ with 4-card 
support.  

1´-3®-3NT = suggests a contract, should be pulled 
with four unless 4·3·3·3 soft. 

1´-3®-3™-3´-4®/t/™ = void (these are the only 
slam try hands which start with 3™). 

1´-3®-3any-4t/™ = strong jump shift with three 
spades and shortage (minimum Qxx x Axx 
AKxxxx). 

1´-3®-3any-3NT/4® = strong jump shift without 
support, NF/F. 

1´-3®-3t-3´ then 3NT+ are Romex slam tries. 

1´-3®-3t-3™-3NT/4m = own shortage in 
hearts/shortage 

1´-3®-3t-3™-3´ = enquiry, then: 

3NT = neutral, over which 4m = natural slam 
trial bid. 

4m = Good 5-card suit. 

4™ = 31(54). 

4´ = 33(4)(3) soft.    

 
JACOBY 2NT 

Most GF hands with four card support, not 
qualifying for a splinter, start with 2NT. Opener 
shows shortages and other distributional features in 
the order clubs/diamonds/other major. Responder 
shows shortages as a stronger version of an 
immediate splinter and bids the shortage where 
possible. 

Opener’s rebids after 1M-2NT (FG raise) 

3® = Any minimum, with or without a singleton 

3t = Extra values, no shortage 

3™ = Extra values, singleton or void ®  

3´ = Extra values, singleton or void t 

3NT = Extra values, singleton in the other major 

4®/t = Void, respectable minimum opening bid 

4™ = Void in other major, respectable minimum 
opening bid.  

4´ = (If spades have been opened.) No shortage, 0-
2 controls  

4M+1 = RKCB 

Higher = Exclusion RKCB 

Continuations after 1M-2NT (FG raise)-3® 
(any minimum) 

3t = Asks about shape (implies slam interest, 
otherwise just jump to 4M).  

3™ = Own shortage in ® (15+ with s/ton or 10-12 
void in clubs, ask with 3´, then 4M=10-12 with 

Cont/overleaf 

GF – Game forcing 
NF – Non forcing 
Inv+ – Invitational or GF 
M – Major 
m – minor 
Prime – points in suits – more likely to play in suit 
than NT

5·4(3·1) – Five spades, four hearts and 3-1 in minors 

either way around.  
5·4·1·3 – Specifically five spades, four hearts, one 
diamond and three clubs.  

5·4·3·1 may be specific suits, or may simply be talking 

about any 5·4·3·1 distribution (it could be specifically 
5·3·1·4 or 5·1·4·3 etc)
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void, 3NT = non-serious (15-16) with s/ton,  
others are cues with a singleton.  (Note that no 
void club hands start with a direct splinter.) 

3´ = Own shortage in t (now 3NT non-serious 
interest, 4m are serious cues). 

3NT = Own shortage in the other major (15+ since 
always able to show up to 14 count in direct 
splinter). 

4m = Responder’s own void in bid suit (all up to 
strength, so 13/14+)  [May choose to put some 
voids through the singleton bid if the void bid 
takes up too much room.] 

4™ = Over spades this is a void in hearts, 13-15.  

4M = Minimum 

Continuations after 1M-2NT (FG raise)-3® 
(any minimum)-3t 

3™ = No shortage (11-14). Now 3´ asks again (or 
responder can cuebid):  

3NT = 5332, 4®/t/™ = length in ®/t/other major 
(5·4·2·2 or 6·3·2·2), 4´ = 7·2·2·2 

3´ = Club singleton. 

3NT = Diamond singleton. 

4® = Other major singleton. 

4t = Club void, subminimum. 

4™ = Diamond void, subminimum. 

4´ = Other major void if spades, subminimum. 

Continuations after 1M-2NT-3t (extras, no 
shortage) 

3™ asks (used if responder still has slam interest but 
no shortage to show either). Then: 

3´ = 5·3·3·2/4·4·3·2 (3NT over this not serious 
interest). 

3NT = length in clubs (5·4·2·2 or 6·3·2·2). 

4® = length in diamonds (5·4·2·2 or 6·3·2·2). 

4t = length in other major (5·4·2·2 or 6·3·2·2). 

4™ = 7·2·2·2. 

3´ shows responder has a singleton (15+), 3NT asks 
which singleton (now 4®/t/™ = singleton 
®/t/other major). 

3NT shows own void in clubs (10+HCP – the club 
void is not allowed to do an immediate splinter 
over 1M). Now 4® = non-serious; 4t/™ = 
serious cues.     

4®/t shows void in t/other major (13+HCP).   

Continuations after 1M-2NT-3™/´/NT and 
1M-2NT-3®-3t-3´/NT/4® (specified 
shortage) 

3NT = Non serious slam try. 

4M = Discouraging, implies wastage in opener’s 
shortage. 

4M+1 = RKCB. 

Other = Cues. 

JACOBY INTERVENTION 
If they overcall, X is a singleton, cue a void, bids 
natural with control. Pass on all hands without a 
control plus any hand which wants to defend. Then 
over pass: 

Double by responder is to play opposite a stack.  

3NT by responder is natural if the overcall was 
below 3M and non-serious slam try over 3M.  

3M if available (or 3NT over a 3´ overcall) is ‘non-
serious’: a mild slam try guaranteeing a control in 
the overcalled suit (opener can cue off Qx having 
denied a control(!)). 

Cueing at the 4-level shows extra values as well as a 
control in their suit. 

If 3M is available as non-serious, direct 3NT by 
Opener = 15-17 bal, natural with 2nd round 
control and double stop 

Pass then 3NT by Opener = natural with slow stop 
e.g. QJx. 

If they jump overcall below 4M, double is still a 
singleton. If they bid 4M-1 then pass is more 
encouraging than 4M.  

If they bid 4M-2 or 4M-3, X singleton (forced even 
if a minimum, P denies control but interest, bids 
show control and interest. 4M weak, could have a 
control. 

Finally, if they overcall above 4 of our major then 
normal forcing pass situation with double 
suggesting defending and pass forcing.  

Passed hand response variations after 3rd or 
4th in hand opening 

2N =  sound raise, fit jumps. 

Pass-1M-2t = denies 3M. 

Pass-1M-2® = 2-way Drury, that is, either natural 
with clubs or good raise to 2M. 

Cont/p74
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DEFINING BRIDGE-APPEAL by Kevin Judge, PhD student

During a year defined by unprecedented 
events, I have had the absolute privilege of 
speaking to bridge players and teachers as 

part of an academic study. The stories shared and 
personal reflections illustrate how bridge offers a 
powerful connection for beginners and players 
alike.  In sharing their concerns and stories, I was 
able to reflect on my own limited experience of the 
game. From nervous introductions to online 
interactions, this article is an opportunity to give 
insight into researching this attractive and 
fascinating pursuit.  

It is probably best to disclose that I am not a 
bridge player. In fact, I had never played the game 
before starting a doctoral study that aimed to 
explore experiences of the card game. Yet, complete 
‘outsider’ does not really capture my position either. 
This is because I learned that there is a lot of 
positivity and enjoyment that resonates from the 
game that I found relatable to previous experiences 
in other physical (playing football, running, 
hillwalking) and cognitive activities (chess, 
reading). So, at the risk of sounding too much like a 
kibitzer, let me share some of the things that I have 
observed about bridge. 

A strange nervousness exists in new players 
attempting to learn the game: for some, it can stem 
from venturing into the complete unknown; for 
others, it has been the glimpse of bridge being 
played by experts. These extremes can overshadow 
personal experiences. A more complete picture 
would feature the individual wishing to reconnect, 
or preparing for retirement, or a life that must adapt 
to health issues, or the card player who just wants 
more; bridge can be a game of high stakes. Finding 
yourself seated next to unknown bridge players can 
add to the nervousness, as it is difficult to assess 
their ability or competence. The stretch and flex of 
muscles, tight cheekbones on a weathered face, or a 
suppleness in a warm-up can often be the tell-tales 
of physical ability but these are not readily available 
when bridge boards are delivered to the table. 
Perhaps it is more about hearing than seeing. 
Listening to what is being asked could be a better 
indicator of capability and progress, even if the why 
is vague to the beginner. 

Many stories are shared at the tables and these 
reflections appear to support the notion that bridge 
can be an invaluable link to the past. Learning is 
momentarily suspended while players reminisce 
over the influences that previous generations 
provided. Grandparents are often accredited as 
social activity influencers, as nostalgia rationalises 
that time was in abundance and options for leisure 
interests were sparse. It is a period when card play 
was common and games, like whist, acted as a 
gateway despite having limited depth. Bridge 
emerged as a solution to this problem offering 
desired complexity and proving to be a response 
that continues to provide levels of fun, 
sophistication, and seriousness in play to near 
nirvana. Most new players quickly identify this 
strive towards success and that there will be a 
rewarding life of learning is ahead of them.  

Bridge is often likened to the skills of learning to 
play a musical instrument or another language, and 
there is a beautiful inference of communication and 
expression from these observations. Obviously, 
‘trump’ has a near universal understanding but 
terms like ‘finesse’, ‘bidding box’, ‘Stayman’, and 
‘bridge widow’ take slightly more guesswork. 
Language, like music, can be direct, playful, 
historical, and local, making miscommunication a 
norm until ‘you get it’. Similarly, the association of 
bridge being like ‘learning to ride a bike’ could 
highlight an activity that is deeply layered within 
tacit knowledge. This means that the game is not 
only played but displayed, and that bridge is beyond 
memory and more about feel and sense. The 
problems presented in bridge are solved through 
rational thinking, albeit from limited information. 
Experience, then, can potentially provide a short-
cut from neural networks or internal dialogues, 
demonstrating a proficiency of action rather than a 
reliance on principles. Possibly, we ‘do bridge’, just 
like certain phrases in language or compositions of 
music, from a memorised bank of possibilities that, 
hopefully, appease others and seem appropriate 
within a particular context. Generally, bridge is 
about ‘following suit’ and gauging when you can ‘try 
something’. 

The move towards online play and learning has 
provided a series of challenges for committees and 

Cont/overleaf
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Continued from p 72 
Pass-1™-3´ = unspecified void (3NT asks, then 

4m/4™ = void in bid suit/spades). 

Pass-1™-3NT/4m = singleton splinter in 
spades/bid suit. 

Pass-1´-3NT = unspecified void (4® asks). 

players alike, but there are many positives 
emerging from clubs. Encouragingly, an evolution 
in online experiences has taken place to get closer 
to the feel of play. These new solutions reflect that 
while there are many reasons why people play 
bridge, there is no definitive or singular 
experience. Such is the popularity of bridge, there 
is a strong sense of reconnection that will enable 
players and teachers to find new ways to practice 
old habits. Notably, all bridge players and teachers 
recognised that the technological leap, forced on 
them by a pandemic, will isolate some. These 
concerns confirmed the strength of community 
and importance of play at the heart of bridge. 

It probably does not come as much of a surprise 
to many that bridge players talk passionately about 
the game. However, when people commonly refer 
to the game of bridge as a ‘lifesaver’ and a ‘lifeline’ 
then these are qualities that non-players might 
find heartening. The devotion associated with 
learning and playing bridge encompasses many 
factors, but these are viewed as an investment for 
the future. Perfection might exist in the next 
board, game, evening, or screen time, but what 
does appear real are the cognitive and social 
benefits. These strong bonds are found wherever 
the game is played and, perhaps more importantly, 
there is a genuine sense that these benefits 
translate into emotional support and wellbeing. 
Bridge is a leisure activity that is as much fun as it 
is serious, and as we are all looking to the future 
and may need some emotional reassurance, there 
is certainly a lot to love about bridge.    r 

Kevin Judge is a 3rd year PhD student at 
University of Stirling. The project is 
collaboratively funded by EBED, IBU, NIBU, 
SBU, and WBU, and explores the social lives and 
experiences of those who learn, play, and teach 
bridge. Kevin can be contacted at: 
kevin.judge@stir.ac.uk 
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CROSSWORD NO 30

Compiled by MERMAN                 Answers from p48

Pass-1´-4®/t/™ = singleton splinter in bid suit. 

If opener bids and rebids the same major at the 
2-level 

1™-1´-2™-4®/t = splinters (balanced raises with 3 
card support start with 3®).   

1´-2™-2´-4®/t = splinters (balanced raises with 3 
card support start with 3®).   

1´-2t-2´-4®/t/™ = 3-card support balanced slam 
try in spades/splinter in ®/splinter in ™. [We use 
the cheaper 4® bid as the balanced slam try, 
because this hand type is more frequent than a 
splinter.]  

1™-2m-2™-3´ = agrees ™, either balanced raise or ´ 
splinter.  

1™-2m-2™-3´-3NT/4®/t/™ = Any hand with 6+ 
hearts/suitable opp sgtn/max unsuitable/min 
unsuitable. (So the thinking here is that there is a 
lot of difference between holding five hearts and 
six hearts, so we show the five heart hands 
directly, according to how suitable they are 
opposite a potential singleton, and how strong 
they are.) 

1™-2m-2™-3´-3NT-4®/t/™ = singleton 
spade/max balanced/min balanced.   

1™-2®-2™-4®/t = Diamond splinter / weaker 
diamond splinter.  

1™-2t-2™-4®/t = Club splinter / weaker club 
splinter.               r


