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Welcome to the latest issue of 
Capital magazine. Amazingly we’re in 2015 
already. I’m sure many of you are like 
me and are looking back on 2014 asking 
yourself where the time went.

In December, we reached the milestone 
we had been promising. We hit and 
exceeded the 10 million passenger mark 
for a calendar year. This is an amazing 
achievement and is the first time a Scottish 
airport has recorded passenger numbers 
like these. So a big thank you is owed to all 
our passengers who helped us reach this 
landmark goal. 

My introduction in the last issue of 
Capital focused on what a monumental year 
2014 was for Scotland and, as the country’s 
busiest airport, we played a big part in 
making it easier for those who wanted to 
travel here. Events such as  The Ryder Cup, 
Commonwealth Games and our amazing 
festivals attracted millions of visitors to 
our shores and this was reflected in our 
passenger figures, with long-haul traffic up 
almost 90 per cent compared to 2013.

New services introduced last year to 
Chicago, Philadelphia and Doha all made 
it easier for people to travel to Scotland to 
take advantage of the amazing spectacles 
on offer. It obviously worked, with the 
Edinburgh Fringe enjoying a 12 per 
cent increase on ticket sales and more than 
260,000 people travelling in and out of 
Edinburgh Airport during Ryder 
Cup week.

Last year’s success was 
all about teamwork and we 
relish being part of the wider 
Team Scotland, made up of 
various national bodies, such as 

VisitScotland, sharing a common goal – to 
showcase the amazing things our country 
has to offer visitors. 

As I said last time, while we’ll look back 
on 2014 as one of the best years ever for 
Scotland, it’s time now to look ahead to 
what exciting developments 2015 will 
bring for Edinburgh Airport. We recently 
announced the next phase of our  
£150 million five-year investment which 
will see £50m being spent on new 
immigration and baggage facilities. 

This airside development work will triple 
our capacity for long-haul aircraft and pave 
the way for the next 10 years of increased 
international connectivity. The first part of 
the construction work will be completed 
by the summer, just in time for the arrivals 
of Etihad Airways, which launches its new 
daily service to Abu Dhabi on 8 June. We 
were even lucky enough to have the Prime 
Minister visit the airport in January to see 
the plans for himself. 

We’ve entered 2015 with a spring in our 
step and we look forward to sharing the 
changes with you over the coming months. 

As well as being available throughout 
the terminal, Capital is also available on our 
website – edinburghairport.com. For all the 
latest news about Edinburgh Airport, why 
not follow us on Twitter at @EDI_Airport? 
Happy reading.

Gordon Robertson
Director of Communications
edinburghairport.com

STUNNING 
SPAIN

Spain and its many islands 
are just a short hop away 
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TOURISM {Year of Food and Drink} {Year of Food and Drink} TOURISM

Food and drink is an integral part of 
Scotland’s cultural identity and heritage and, 
for visitors, it’s all part of the experience, 
whether it’s enjoying tasty fresh fish on the 
Isle of Skye or sipping delicious whisky 
in one of the many bars or distilleries across 
the country. 

Scotland’s reputation for quality food and 
drink is growing and sampling traditional 
dishes and local produce is the second-top 
activity undertaken by visitors to Scotland.

This year will celebrate Scotland’s 
unrivalled produce, from fresh seafood from 
the coasts and estuaries to its world-famous 
whisky distilleries. Scotland’s renowned food 
and drink comes from its unique landscapes, 
unspoiled habitats and varied weather, which 
is perfect for producing a wide variety of 
high-quality fresh fruit and vegetables, fish, 
meat and much more.

Led by VisitScotland, in partnership with 
Scotland Food & Drink on behalf of the 
Scottish Government, the Year of Food and 
Drink aims to raise awareness of the role 
food and drink plays in the country’s  
cultural identity and in shaping the nation’s 
economic success.

Recent figures revealed that Scotland’s 
food and drink tourism industry is worth an 

estimated £2.5 million per day to the local 
economy, with the food and drink industry 
as a whole worth almost £14 billion.

As well as showcasing the nation’s 
produce, the year will also promote 
Scotland’s unique and authentic  
dining experiences, from restaurants 
and cafés to visitor attractions and 
farmers’ markets.

Of course, events will form an 
important part of the Year of Food and 
Drink, helping promote Scotland’s food 

and drink not just to visitors, but 
also to people in Scotland.  

The country’s outstanding 
natural larder will be showcased 
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In this Year of Food and Drink, Scotland is laying on a feast of celebrations of our natural 
produce, from seafood to fresh fruit, all washed down with our national drink, whisky. Tuck in!

ENJOY A REAL 
TASTE OF SCOTLAND
Last year was an exceptional year 
for Scotland as the country played  
host to three momentous events – the 
XX Commonwealth Games in Glasgow,  
the Ryder Cup at Gleneagles and the Year  
of Homecoming, which boasted more  
than 1000 events held across the length  
and breadth of the country.

But as the dust settles on last year, don’t 
think for a second that there aren’t still 
plenty of fascinating things to see and do 
across Scotland.

Building on the momentum of 2014, 2015 
is the Year of Food and Drink – a 12-month 
celebration of Scotland’s outstanding natural 
larder and unique dining experiences.

Among the many 
delicious foods for 
which Scotland is 

famous are salmon, 
beef, venison, 

seafood, cheese, 
fresh fruit including 

raspberries and 
strawberries and, 

of course, the 
elusive haggis!

6

Cake Fest 
Edinburgh 

will see 
bakers create 

Edinburgh 
buildings 

and locations 
out of cake – 

yum!
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over the coming year at events  
the length and breadth of the 
country, including special events 

supported through a dedicated 
£265,000 fund aimed at raising awareness of 
the role food and drink plays in the country’s 
cultural identity and in shaping the nation’s 
economic success. 

The Year of Food and Drink event 
fund is administered by the national 
tourism organisation’s event directorate, 
EventScotland. The Community Food 
Fund, which is managed by Think Local 
on behalf of the Scottish Government, has 
contributed £150,000 towards the overall 
£265,000 fund for 2015.

Funded events include existing or 
established events such as the Edinburgh 
International Science Festival, which will 
take place 4-19 April. This year will have 
a particular focus on food in the form of 
Gastrofest, celebrating the science of food 
and drink. This is the second year of the 
Gastrofest, which will take in innovative 
events exploring the role of science in our 
culinary experience.

Food will also be a key feature of this year’s 
Gardening Scotland (29-31 May) at the Royal 
Highland Centre at Ingliston near Edinburgh 
Airport, and Scotland’s Big Nature Festival 
(23-24 May) in East Lothian, highlighting the 
important link between food and drink and 
our natural world.

May will see the return of Whisky  
Month, inviting visitors and locals to  

sample Scotland’s national drink, as 
well as explore both the traditional 
and contemporary blend of stories, 
circumstances, provenance and science 
behind our vast array of marvellous malts.

In Edinburgh, Create:Eat:Whisky is a 
multi-sensory whisky tasting, offering a fully 
immersive experience that uses lighting, 
food, aroma and other environmental factors 
to enhance the whisky experience.

This year’s event will focus on the perfect 
environment to enjoy different types of 
whisky. Guests will take a journey through 
different multi-sensory settings and 
examine the impact on their experience of 
different whiskies, with each dram being 
complemented by locally sourced food.

On 15 May, the Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh presents The Still and The Hive, 
an adult-only party event on the theme of 
Scottish whisky and honey. With an exclusive 
mix of live entertainment, creative activities, 
film and demonstrations, the evening will 
feature quality food and drink showcasing 
the best of Scottish produce.  

A range of experts, from top chefs to 
scientists, will guide the audience to a better 
understanding and appreciation of the 
distinctive nature and diversity within two of 
Scotland’s most iconic natural products, all 
within the unique atmosphere of the 
Botanic Garden at night.

Whisky Stramash returns 
to Edinburgh on 23-25 May, 
challenging traditional ideas of 

Carving roast beef at 
The Foodies Festival, 

Edinburgh

Arbroath smokies being 
prepared on the beach at 

Auchmithie, Angus

The Farmers’ Market at 
Castle Terrace

Scottish lager, beer and ale 
at 56 North, Edinburgh



{Scotland 2015} TOURISM

11

TOURISM {Year of Food and Drink}

10

whisky drinking with madcap, 
boutique experiences and 
installations that entertain and 

educate visitors. Whether you’re 
usually a whisky drinker or not, Whisky 
Stramash offers one-off, interactive 
experiences and attracts some of the most 
premium whisky brands.

If you fancy getting out of the capital, head 
to the beautiful backdrop of Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs for Mhor Whisky Fest 
(23-24 May). Spread over two days, the 
festival will encompass foraging 
walks along the Rob Roy Way, 
lunch in Mhor Barn with 
whisky sampling and a 
whisky pairing evening at 
the Great Scottish Feast 
with food prepared by 
star Scottish chefs.

Looking ahead to 
June and a highlight 
of the Year of Food 
and Drink event 
calendar is sure to be 
Cake Fest Edinburgh 
at the Royal Botanic 
Garden in Edinburgh.

Held on Midsummer Day (21 June), Cake 
Fest will see up to 50 teams of amateur 
and professional bakers create Edinburgh 
buildings and locations out of cake. 

While the map is being created, visitors 
can explore a curated food producers’ 
market showcasing Scottish food and drink 
and street food stalls from some of the best 
independent restaurants, accompanied by 
live music and family entertainment. Once 

the edible map is complete, the cakes will 
be shared with everyone!

Of course, the events listed so 
far are just a taste of what’s to 

come in the Year of Food 
and Drink 2015. With 

hundreds of food-focused 
events due to take place 

throughout the year, 
there is sure to be 
something to suit all 
ages and palates. It 
really is a delicious 
time to be in Scotland! 

For more details visit 
www.visitscotland.com/

tastescotland 

With 
hundreds 
of food-
focused 

events, there 
is sure to be 
something 
to suit all 
ages and 
palates

Scotland is blessed with a 
variety of fresh produce

Multrees Walk, Edinburgh

{Edinburgh Fashion Week} SHOPPING
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CAPITAL CATWALK
Dedicated followers of fashion will be heading to Edinburgh this spring as the city 

celebrates Fashion Week with previews of the latest trends, free gifts and exclusive events



TOURISM {Scotland 2015}

1312
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Kicking off spring in style, 
This is Edinburgh’s Fashion Week 
celebrates the best of Edinburgh’s 
shopping gems, from high street 
favourites to beautiful boutiques. 

Keep your diaries free for the 
opening weekend on Saturday 
7 and Sunday 8 March as the Mound 
transforms into an indoor fashion 
hub, filled with free catwalk fashion 
shows, informal workshops and 
expert tutorials. 

Shoppers visiting throughout the 
weekend can also purchase must-
have pieces from a number of pop-
up capsule stores, or simply relax, 
soak up the atmosphere and enjoy 
a tempting cocktail, refreshing beer 
or tasty bite. 

The weekend event is designed 
for people to find out about the 
latest trends for the season ahead 
and explore some of Edinburgh’s 
unique shops from across the 
city, all under one roof, with 
exclusive designs showcased 
throughout the weekend.

Participating retailers include 
John Lewis, House of Fraser, Reiss, 
River Island, Armstrong’s Vintage 
Emporium, Sam Brown, Covet, 
Kakao by K, Fabhatrix, Sandro and 
L.K. Bennett, to name just a few. 

The stylish treats don’t end 
there, as Edinburgh Fashion Week 
will see a host of retailers across 
the city embrace a wide range of 
exclusive fashion discounts of at 

least 20 per cent off, quality free 
gifts-with-purchase and exclusive 
in-store events for shoppers visiting 
throughout the week (7-15 March). 

Part of the This Is Edinburgh 
city-centre campaign, Edinburgh 
Fashion Week is a celebration of the 
city’s unique and diverse shopping 
experience and style, with a jam-
packed programme of free activity 
taking place for everyone to enjoy.

For the latest updates, event 
timetable, competitions and exclusive 
offers during Edinburgh Fashion 
Week, visit thisisedinburgh.com/
edinburghfashionweek Share 
your Edinburgh fashion gems on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
using #EdFashionWeek. 

TOP RETAILERS TAKE 
TO THE CATWALK 
IN FASHION WEEK

WHEN: Saturday 7 March and 
Sunday 8 March, 11.30am–6pm 
(doors open 11.30am with first 
show starting at midday)
WHERE: The Mound, 
Edinburgh
COST: Free. 
(Special VIP front row 
tickets are also available, 
visit thisisedinburgh.com 
for more details)

PARTICIPATING 
RETAILERS INCLUDE: 
• 21st Century 

Kilts
• ALC
• Armstrong’s 

Vintage 
Emporium

• Austin Reed
• Bonkers
• Cambridge 

Satchel 
Company

• Covet 
• Fabhatrix
• French 

Connection
• Frontiers
• Gap
• Godiva
• Hawes and 

Curtis
• House of 

Fraser
• Jane 

Davidson

• Jigsaw
• John Lewis
• Just G 

Boutique
• Kakao by K
• L.K. Bennett
• Neal’s Yard 

Remedies
• Next
• Odyssey
• Oliver Bonas
• Reiss
• River Island 
• Sam Brown 
• Sandro 
• Stockbridge 

Boutique
• Swish 
• Tommy 

Hilfiger
• Vans
• Walker 

Slater 
• White Stuff

PARTICIPATING FOOD 
AND DRINK PROVIDERS: 
• Rocco 

Venezia 
Prosecco

• G&V Hotel
• Pickerings 

Gin 

For further information and 
to register for updates on 
Edinburgh Fashion Week, visit: 
www.thisisedinburgh.com, 
@Edinburgh, facebook.com/
Edinburgh and instagram.com/
thisisedinburgh 

Originally from 
Copenhagen, Karina Baldorf 
moved to Edinburgh to study in 
2001 and, after discovering the 
original boutiques on Thistle 
Street, decided to open her own 
shop Kakao by K.  

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 
YOUR BOUTIQUE?
Kakao by K offers an exclusive 
collection of super-feminine 
clothes and accessories, all with 
a distinct Scandinavian flavour. 
We offer plenty of clean lines and 
light colours, guaranteed to bring 
effortless style to your wardrobe, 
along with unique accessories to 
dress up or down any outfit.

DESCRIBE YOUR STYLE 
I love pieces that can be casual or 
dressed up for the evening. My 
wardrobe is full of cream, grey and 
stripes and I love layering – this is 
basically one of the key secrets to 
achieving great Scandinavian style. 

WHO ARE YOUR BIGGEST 
INFLUENCES?
If I had to pick a specific person 
whose style I love, it would be 
Olivia Palermo as she always 
manages to look effortlessly chic 
and adds her own personal touches 
to every outfit.  

ANY SIMILARITIES BETWEEN 
SCANDINAVIAN AND 
SCOTTISH STYLES?
The countries have a similar 
climate, so both tend to have a 
love for layering and a neutral 
colour palette. I love seeing the 
support there is for local talent 
and designers in both countries, 
the pride in their heritage and 
commitment to preserving it. 

WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO GET 
INVOLVED IN EDINBURGH 
FASHION WEEK? 
Often fashion weeks are only open 
to the select few in the industry, 
Edinburgh Fashion Week extends 
this normally exclusive event to 
actual consumers and fashion 
lovers so they can get a taste of 
some of the great talent, boutiques 
and shops Edinburgh has to offer. 

WHAT ARE YOU MOST EXCITED 
ABOUT AT EDINBURGH 
FASHION WEEK?
I am really excited to showcase 
our spring/summer collection. 
We’ll be giving the audience an 
exclusive preview of one of 
our new designers, Second 
Female from Denmark, 
which I think people 
will love. 

SCANDINAVIAN STYLE IN EDINBURGH

CELEBRATION OF       STYLE

SHOPPING {Edinburgh Fashion Week}
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Urban pampering and preening is 
back in Edinburgh city centre for another 
year with the return of Spa in the City, 
bringing free pop-up health and beauty 
experiences back to St Andrew Square on 
Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 May, while  
also expanding into exciting new locations 
across the city.

Returning as part of the This Is 
Edinburgh campaign, male and female 
shoppers can drop in for complimentary 
massages, makeovers and expert health 
and beauty consultations from a host of 
participating beauty retailers and spas 
across the city.

All pampering treatments are free and  
can be booked on arrival, with each retailer 
focusing on a different theme, designed to 
leave shoppers relaxed, reinvigorated and 
ready to take on summer.

As well as free treatments and tips, 
attendees will receive a range of exclusive 
discounts from participating retailers and 
surrounding restaurants and bars. Come to 
town and make a day of it with a bite to eat or 
a post-treatment cocktail. 

For more information on Spa in the City 
and the retailers involved, visit 
thisisedinburgh.com/spainthecity 

POP IN FOR 
A PAMPER!
Stressed by shopping? Spa in the City is the perfect way to unwind,  
with free beauty treatments on offer across the city to rejuvenate you

{Spa in the City} PAMPERING

Women –  
and men – 
can enjoy a 

 range of free 
pampering 
treatments 

at spas 
throughout 
Edinburgh

As well 
as free 

treatments 
and tips, 
attendees 

will receive 
discounts 

from 
retailers and 
surrounding 
restaurants 

and bars. 
Come to 

town and 
make a day 
of it with a 
bite to eat 
or a post- 
treatment 

cocktail

St Andrew Square is the venue 

for many of the free treatments 

on offer during Spa in the City
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If you are looking to do business 
abroad, then the Middle East is the 
place to be. 

That’s the view of Colin Crabbe, 
who’s enjoyed more than 20 years  
of business experience in the 
region and has recently returned 
to Edinburgh to head up Scottish 
Enterprise’s High Growth Markets 
Unit (HGMU) – a new service to 
support Scottish-based companies 
break into the Middle East markets, 
and beyond into India and China too.

Colin said: “There are so many 
opportunities out there, particularly 
for Scottish companies to take 
advantage of. That’s why we’ve set up 
the High Growth Markets Unit to give 
companies a feel for doing business 
in the region and to signpost them to 
a network of agencies that can help 
them on the ground.”

The creation of the unit coincided 
with the launch of Qatar Airlines’ 
new route from Edinburgh to its 
international hub in Doha last year, 
providing a valuable and convenient 
direct route to the Middle East and 
beyond via 130 forward routes to the 
Asia-Pacific region.

Scottish exports to the Middle East 
were valued at £1.2 billion in 2012 and 
the HGMU hopes to help increase 
that level of business by providing 
companies with advice on the export 
potential of their products and 
services to this region.

Qatar, in particular, presents huge 
opportunities for Scottish companies 
in many key sectors such as oil & gas, 
food & drink, construction, training 
and finance. 

Colin maintains close links with his 
Scottish Development International 
colleagues in Dubai, UK Trade & 
Investment and Scottish Enterprise’s 
GlobalScot network of experienced 
business figures willing to share their 
insights of markets with Scottish 
firms aspiring to enter or increase 
business in the region.

Colin added: “The strength of  
our approach, allied with GlobalScot 
and other networks, is that it  
allows companies to speed up  
forming a view on whether there  

is an overseas market for their 
product or service and to identify 
key people to speak to.”

In addition to providing advice, 
Colin intends to develop a regular 
programme of events for the business 
community to learn more about 
trading with the region by inviting 
Middle Eastern companies and SDI 
field staff to Scotland to talk about 
different market opportunities.

Ultimately, the goal is for HGMU 
is to create a resource based in 
Scotland for companies to consult  
and exploit before heading off into 
the world’s market places.

He added: “Our role is to prepare 
companies for doing business in 
the Middle East so they can hit the 
ground running and are ready to take 
advantages of business opportunities 
as soon as possible.”

Details of the HGMU services are 
at www.scottish-enterprise.com/
marketsupport

THE MIDDLE MARKET

A new Scottish Enterprise service is helping Scottish 
businesses tap into the lucrative Middle East market
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Scotland’s cities have a great 
deal to recommend them: culture, history, 
architecture, sport – the list goes on, but so 
much of the country’s charm can be found in 
its natural landscapes. And, for many, there 
is no better way to experience this natural 
splendour than on two wheels.

Fortunately, whether you are a thrill-seeking 
mountain biker or a fair-weather road cyclist, 
Scotland is perfectly set up to help you get the 
best from your biking adventure.

DESIGNATED CYCLE ROUTES
Covering more than 1,500 miles, Scotland’s 
National Cycle network (NCN) gives cyclists 
of every persuasion access to dedicated, 
traffic-free routes along country trails, canal 
paths and old railway lines traversing city 
centres, and some of the country’s most 
spectacular scenery.

For example, ride National Route 1, 
Scotland’s cycling backbone, from the 
border with England, through Edinburgh 
and on up the beautiful east coast, 
eventually reaching Aberdeen, Shetland, 
John O’Groats and even Orkney.

Visit Routes2ride.org.uk or download 
the National Cycle Network 
phone app for more details.

MOUNTAIN BIKING
With its undulating landscape offering 
rides to suit all levels of skills and thrills, 
all set among some of the world’s most 
awe-inspiring scenery, Scotland is a 
mountain biker’s paradise.

Many of the best routes and mountain 
biking attractions can be found south of 
Edinburgh, in Dumfries & Galloway and 
the Scottish Borders, including the world-
famous 7stanes mountain biking centres.  
Or travel north to the thrilling Nevis Range 
near Fort William, or the Highland Wildcat 
Trails at Golspie, which feature the longest 
descent in the UK.

Alternatively, Scotland’s beautiful and 
rugged coastline and islands are arguably 
best explored by bike. From Mull and Arran 
in the south to Harris, Lewis and Orkney in 
the high north, the islands boast a landscape 
and a challenge like no other.

TWO WHEELS, NO LIMITS
Scotland is renowned for its stunning scenery and, for the outdoors enthusiast, there’s no 
better way to explore it than by bike, whether it’s on the mountains or out on the roads

CYCLING HOLIDAYS
Scotland offers plenty of options 
for organised cycling holidays, 
with tour operators and activity 
providers able to help out 
with everything from food and 
accommodation to bike hire and 
travel connections. 

While mountain biking holidays can be 
organised all year round, the annual summer 
Mountain Bike World Cup in the Nevis 
Range is a great opportunity to meet other 
enthusiasts flocking to the Highlands. Or, 
if mountain biking isn’t your thing, road 
cycling events such as Tweedlove, Pedal for 
Scotland and Etape Caledonia bring together 
thousands of cyclists of all ages and abilities.

There is also plenty of specifically cycle-
friendly accommodation available, through 
VisitScotland’s Cyclists Welcome scheme.

ON YOUR 
BIKE!

There are many 
companies 

offering a range 
of bikes for hire, 

particularly 
around the 

country’s cycling 
and outdoor 

hotspots. 
However, it is 

also important to 
have appropriate 

clothing when 
planning your 
cycling holiday. 

Scotland’s climate 
is generally 

quite mild, but 
can change 

significantly in 
a short space of 
time and from 

place to place, so 
light waterproofs 
and extra layers 
for warmth are 

often a good idea. 
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There is one building that should be 
on every Edinburgh visitor’s list – the iconic 
Playhouse. The legendary theatre in the city’s 
Greenside Place has an exciting season ahead 
following a “phenomenally successful” run of 
the popular musical Wicked. 

Many stars from the world of television, 
comedy, music and dance are lined up to tread 
the boards on its 1920s stage in 2015, including 
Nick Cave, Kevin Bridges, Derren Brown, Alan 
Carr, and Dynamo.

The last year has been an exciting one 
for The Playhouse, not least because it 
recruited a new general manager, 35-year-old 
Adam Knight. The Londoner said: “I was a 
professional actor for a couple of years, but 
I have always wanted to run theatres. It’s 
incredibly exciting to work here.”

The building is steeped in history and 
heritage. Starting out as a “super cinema” – the 
largest to be built in Scotland – The Playhouse 
was saved from closure in the 1970s. Following 
a decline in cinema, The Playhouse was shut 
and scheduled for demolition. But ‘people 
power’ saved it, in the form of a petition with 
more than 15,000 signatures. Today, it is one 
of the nation’s best-loved theatres.

Adam, who celebrated one year in post in 
March, invites you to “come to our theatre 
tour*, stand on the famous stage – the same 
one that’s played host to some of the world’s 
biggest acts, from Laurel & Hardy to Queen. 
We even hold the record for the longest Billy 
Connolly run.” 

He added: “There really is something for 
everyone, from the best in Broadway musicals 
to dance, opera and ballet and as home of the 
Edinburgh International Festival and Fringe, 
during which we welcome visitors from all 
over the world through our doors.”

In fact, if you look around the arrivals hall 
in the airport, you should find a Playhouse 
brochure, so you can start planning your visit 
– or return visit – almost immediately.

Working at The Playhouse is a dream come 
true for Adam, and he was overwhelmed 
on his very first week, on opening night of 
Priscilla Queen of the Desert: “I walked to 
the front of the stalls, turned round, and saw 

3,000 people on their feet cheering. It was an 
electric atmosphere. I have been man and boy 
in the theatre – and the magic is still there.

“I look forward to all the shows, but the 
best bit is meeting members of the audience. I 
guess the worst part is telling someone a show 
they want to see is sold out.”

Besides a new general manager, the theatre 
has also benefited from a refurbished front of 
house, new stalls seating and The Boards, a 
new bar and restaurant on the first floor. 

The eatery now offers a competitive dining 
option for theatre goers and tourists alike. 
Where else can you enjoy your starter and 
main before watching the first half of a top 
West End show, then returning to your same 
pre-booked table to enjoy dessert? 

If you are celebrating a special  
occasion, consider the VIP Ambassador 
Lounge or the Director’s Box. There 
is also a relaxing piano bar, Albert’s 
(named after the famous 
Playhouse ghost) and four new 
hotel partners have joined 
forces with the theatre.

Adam said: “Come along, 
see a show, say hello – we 
look forward to welcoming 
you to the Playhouse.”

 
*Theatre tours take place 
most Saturdays at 10.30am

The Playhouse is one of Scotland’s most iconic theatres and this year, manager Adam Knight 
is ready to welcome audiences from near and far to an exciting programme of shows

CURTAIN UP!

“I look 
forward 
to all the 

shows, 
but the 

best bit is 
meeting the 
audience”
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TRAVEL {Turkish Airlines} {The Edinburgh Dungeon} ENTERTAINMENT

Wimps and scaredy-cats are not welcome  
at The Edinburgh Dungeon – but everyone else 
is invited! Are you brave enough to venture below  
the city streets and relive Scotland’s gruesome past?

During your visit, you will embark on an 80-minute 
journey through 1,000 years of Scotland’s murky 
history at The Edinburgh Dungeon.

It’s an exciting year ahead for the Merlin 
Entertainments attraction, with the launch of an 
incredible new show, ‘The Green Lady’, which is set 
to thrill guests with Edinburgh’s greatest ghost story. 
Visitors are also encouraged to set sail into the Caves 
of Galloway, on the ever-popular boat ride.

Discover the real story behind the legend of 
cannibal Sawney Bean and help the King’s Men 
capture the savages responsible for the disappearance 
of a couple as they returned from market day.

As you move from one show to another, you become 
part of the experience, with 360˚ sets and theatrical 
storytelling performed brilliantly by a full cast of actors.

Sarah Brown from The Edinburgh Dungeon said: 
“You will laugh and scream as you encounter gripping 
storytelling, exciting rides and thrilling special effects.”

FEEL THE FEAR! HOW 
TO BOOK

Check out www.thedungeons.
com/Edinburgh to book a place 

on one of Scotland’s most exciting 
historical tours, and for news, 

updates and special offers. 
*The Edinburgh Dungeon is 
not suitable for very young 

children.

Combining the world-renowned 
service of Asian airlines with the competitive 
fares of European operators, Turkish Airlines 
prides itself on bringing its customers a great 
experience at the best price. This is probably 
why it has secured the title of Best European 
Airline four years in a row.

General Manager Scotland Ahmet Serhat 
Sari, right, explained: “We like to ensure our 
customers remember us for the right reasons. 
For example, the business class lounge in 
our Istanbul hub is 3,000 square metres 
– that’s larger than some airports – and 
luxuriously decorated, with services 
including showers, masseurs, pool tables, 
a small cinema and every kind of food  
served by a team of skilled chefs.

“But we also pride ourselves on getting 
the basics right. Our fleet of new Boeing 737s 
carries a fixed complement of 16 business 
class seats and 135 economy class, with 
in-flight entertainment available to every 

passenger. The award-winning in-flight 
food selection is world-class, and every 
passenger flying to Asia, the Middle East 
and Africa enjoys inclusive hold luggage 
allowance of 40kg for economy class.”

With more than 260 destinations across the 
world, Sari confirms the airline’s most popular 
flights from Edinburgh Airport are to Istanbul 
and holiday locations in the south of Turkey.

“Scotland enjoys excellent cultural 
and business links with Turkey,” he 
continued. “At just four hours away, 
Istanbul is a great location for a city 
break or a longer holiday; straddling 
Europe and the east, it is at once 
familiar and exotic. 

“For business travellers, it provides 
a convenient European touch point 
for many of the world’s key markets, 
particularly the oil and gas nations  
of Eastern Europe, the Middle East 
and Africa.”

At just four 
hours away, 

Istanbul 
is a great 

location for 
a city break 
or a longer 

holiday

As Best European Airline four years in a row, quality comes as standard 
with Turkish Airlines. Add an exceptional luggage allowance, award-
winning in-flight meals and stylish lounges, and you’re sure to be impressed

Relax in the magnificent 
lounge at Istanbul Airport

WHERE EAST 
MEETS WEST



COME FLY WITH US NEW YORK
New York, New York – so good 
they named it twice, and now, 
travellers can take an even 
bigger bite out of the Big Apple 
with a choice of two airlines 
to fly with from Edinburgh. 
United Airlines currently fly to 
Newark Airport and from May, 
American Airlines is running 

a daily service to JFK Airport. 
With world-class shopping, 
stunning sights, non-stop 
nightlife and fabulous food 
and drink, New York certainly 
deserves its reputation as the 
city that never sleeps.

American Airlines’ service will 
operate from 7  May to September.

DOHA
The magical Middle 
East is a popular 
destination in its  
own right, but it’s  
also an exciting hub 
that opens up the 
delights of the Far  
East and beyond. Just 
six months after it 
became Edinburgh 
Airport’s first Middle 
Eastern link, Qatar 
Airways will offer  
daily flights to Qatar’s 

capital Doha from May. 
Flying on the luxurious 
Dreamliner, passengers 
from Edinburgh will 
be able to access more 
than 145 worldwide 
destinations every 
day through a single 
transfer in Doha – 
including Australia in 
just 20 hours.   

Qatar Airways’ daily 
Doha service begins on 
1 May.

Edinburgh Airport is where Scotland meets the world – and last year it saw 
a record-breaking 10 million passengers travel through its doors. This year is  
set to be even bigger and better for travellers, with some fantastic new routes 

being launched to give you a choice of more than 130 destinations, from sunshine  
islands to sophisticated cities. Here’s a flavour of some of the new routes for 2015…

COPENHAGEN 
Wonderful Copenhagen is already well 
served from Edinburgh with flights from 
easyJet and Norwegian, and from March, 
Scandinavian Airlines (SAS) will also fly to 
this stunning Danish capital, which is packed 
with historic landmarks, exciting attractions 
and fascinating culture. SAS is also increasing 
the frequency of its flights to Stockholm to 
daily and will also fly to Oslo twice a week, 
giving passengers the opportunity to enjoy a 
Scandinavian smorgasbord!

SAS will fly to Copenhagen five times per 
week from 29 March, increasing to daily 
between 29 June and 9 August, then six  
times per week until the end of October. 

FUNCHAL, MADEIRA 
Fancy some winter sunshine? Then 
hop on board easyJet’s new flight to 
Funchal on Madeira. Blessed with warm 
temperatures all year round, this volcanic 
island – set off the west coast of Africa – is 
a popular holiday destination, renowned 
for its beautiful gardens, spectacular 
mountains and amazing wildlife.

EasyJet’s twice-weekly service to Funchal 
will operate year-round from February.
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ABU DHABI 
The Gulf region, Asia, Australia 
and Africa will be one step 
closer from June when Etihad 
Airways launches a daily non-
stop service to Abu Dhabi, 
capital of the United Arab 
Emirates. Popular with both 

leisure and business travellers, 
Abu Dhabi is also a major 
travel hub, with direct flights to 
more than 100 destinations.

Etihad Airways daily 
service to Abu Dhabi will 
launch on 8 June.

MALAGA
The Costa del Sol is hugely 
popular with British tourists 
and, with the launch of a 
new service by Norwegian, 
passengers from Edinburgh 
now have three operators to 
choose from. Ryanair and 
Jet2 also fly to the area’s 
capital Malaga – an ancient 
city with a fantastic history, 
which is well worth a visit if 
you tire of the bustling resorts 
and beautiful beaches…

Norwegian’s twice-weekly 
service to Malaga launches  
on 4 April and runs 
throughout summer.

MADRID
The Spanish capital of Madrid is just a hop 
away thanks to a new service from Edinburgh 
operated by Iberia Express. The third-largest 
city in the European Union is an art-lover’s 
paradise, with museums packed with works 
by the Spanish masters – and if all that 
culture whets your appetite, why not stop off 
at the world’s oldest restaurant, Botin, which 
first opened its doors in 1725?

Iberia Express’ service to Madrid launches 
on 29 March and operates four times per 
week, increasing to six times per week from 
20 July to 6 September.
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FIND 
OUT MORE
To see the full list of 

destinations you can reach from 
Edinburgh Airport, visit 

www.edinburghairport.com/
flights/destinations- 

and-airlines

{Glenkinchie Distillery} ATTRACTIONS

Glenkinchie Distillery 
has been producing malt whisky 
since 1837 and, as one of the few 
remaining malt whisky distilleries in 
the Scottish Lowlands, it continues 
to make a significant contribution to 
the Scotch whisky industry.

Located in the heart of 
the picturesque East Lothian 
countryside, but yet only 30 minutes 
from the capital, Glenkinchie 

Distillery is the ideal visitor 
destination for both the whisky lover 
and for those who have yet to sample 
the delights of the ‘water of life’.  

We offer guided tours daily 
throughout the year and, following 
a successful trial last year, now  
run a regular shuttle bus service 
departing from Edinburgh city 
centre three times a day (twice  
on a Sunday).

In the Distillery Visitor Centre, 
you can explore our exhibition 
and museum located in the former 
maltings, with our unique model 
distillery built for the Empire 
Exhibition in 1924-25.

You can then join a guided tour 
of the production area, where you 
will get a fascinating insight into the 
making of the ‘Edinburgh Malt’.

The tour includes a visit to our 

warehouse, where you can learn 
about the ‘angels’ share’, followed by 
a guided tasting of our light, delicate 
and fruity single malt, Glenkinchie 
12 Year Old.

Your visit will end in our shop, 
where you can choose from a 
selection of whiskies from around 
Scotland, as well as our own 
Glenkinchie single malts.

Here, you can redeem the 
£3 discount voucher that you 
received on arrival.

For further information, please 
visit our website www.discovering-
distilleries.com/Glenkinchie or 
call 01875 342012.  
To book a tour (with or without 
transport) e-mail Glenkinchie.
distillery@diageo.com or call  
01875 342012.  

Visit Glenkinchie Distillery, home of the ‘Edinburgh Malt’, for a unique whisky experience

A HEAVENLY LESSON 
IN THE ANGELS’ SHARE

Glenkinchie 
Distillery, 

just half an 
hour from 

Edinburgh,  
offers a 

tantalising 
range of 
whiskies
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MULBERRY
The Richmond family 

was inspired by the woven 
leather designs in Mulberry’s 

archives, as well as the traditional 
craft of wicker basket-making that 

influenced this season’s ready-to-wear 
Wicker print. This sophisticated 

stiletto-heeled sandal has a woven 
leather toe section and ankle 
strap fastening. Richmond 

sandal, £390.

G-STAR
This classic worker-inspired 
blazer is made from heavy, 

felted wool and is fully 
lined, with diamond quilted 
stitch-work for warmth 

and durability. Type C wool 
worker jacket, £220.

THE DEFINITION OF 
LUXURY SHOPPING

For something just that little bit special, head to  
Multrees Walk, where you’ll find beautiful gifts for all ages

JO JO MAMAN BEBE
JoJo Maman Bébé offers everything 
you need from pregnancy to pre-
school. Their children’s wear is 
comfy and practical, but totally 
adorable, and their maternity 
clothes are designed to be both 
on trend and affordable to see 
you through your pregnancy in 
comfort and style. Rose sleepsuit £15, 
cotton cardigan £18.

REISS
Crafted from a fluid 

navy fabric, the Bramley 
belted navy jumpsuit is the 

most elegant way to tap into the 
all-in-one trend. This willowy 

design ties at its waist and 
fastens with a concealed zip  

to its reverse. Bramley 
belted jumpsuit, 

night navy, £195.

TOMMY 
HILFIGER
Step into spring 
wearing Tommy 
Hilfiger’s cotton 

twill heritage 
trench coat – 

you won’t know 
how you ever 
lived without 
it! Available for 
£230 from the 

Tommy Hilfiger 
store.

{Multrees Walk} SHOPPING
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THE HALLMARK OF 
HAMILTON & INCHES

It is more than the goods that sparkle at 
Hamilton & Inches.

The company has achieved its status 
as Scotland’s finest jeweller by putting 
great value on the quality of its people and 
the service they deliver. Ever since it was 
established almost 150 years ago, Hamilton 
& Inches has pursued a policy of employing 
people who are not only extremely 
knowledgeable, but also understand the 
importance of customer relationships.

NEW YORK TO THE NEW TOWN
Senior sales person Andrew Teden 
exemplifies the Hamilton & Inches approach. 
His career has included time spent at some 
of the world’s most famous jewellers, yet 
his focus remains on providing the finest 
possible service to the customers that he 
meets every day.

His first steps were taken 36 years ago in 
London at crown jewellers Garrard & Co. 
He subsequently spent two years at Asprey 
in New York before returning to London, 
again with Garrard, and then Theo Fennell. 
In 2000, Andrew decided it was time for 
change. He joined Hamilton & Inches and 
has relished every moment since. 

As he explained, the focus at the 
Edinburgh institution is always on creating 
a strong bond between sales person and 
customer. “When you are my client, I help 
you with everything from jewellery to 
giftware and even repairs.” 

He recounted one occasion when a 
young man entered the shop, indicating 
he’d been told to “ask for Andrew”. It turned 
out that the young man’s father, who was 
a long-standing customer, had made sure 
his son came to Hamilton & Inches for an 
engagement ring when planning his wedding.

“I took that as a wonderful compliment and 

an indication of Hamilton & Inches’ ability to 
build strong relationships with customers – 
relationships that are founded on trust.

“We make sure people value the 
experience of visiting our showroom. 
Customers get to know us all. If I’m not here 
they will chat with other members of the 
team. It really is like a large family.” 

UNIQUE PLACE
Andrew’s colleague Megan Walker is 
Hamilton & Inches’ service manager. Her 
fascination with gemstones began when 
studying geology at the University of 
Edinburgh and she subsequently joined the 
company in 2008. 

She believes Hamilton & Inches is unique. 
“There is certainly nowhere else in Scotland 
like it. It is a special place where the focus 
is on high quality and finding the right item 
for the right person. It is an oasis away from 
the high street – the building itself provides a 
wonderful environment for sales people and 
customers alike.”

Megan spent a valuable three years in 
the Hamilton & Inches showroom before 
becoming service manager. In that role she 
oversees the service, repair, alteration and  
re-making of watches, jewellery and 
silver. And she is proud of the level of 
craftsmanship the company offers. 

“Our jewellers are the best I 
have seen, and we have recently 
added a new member to the 
team who is extremely skilful 
and is bringing lots of  
new ideas.

“The guiding principle is 
to ensure that our service 
is always developing. We’re 
keen to provide even more 
to our customers.” 

RARE COMBINATION
It was Hamilton & Inches’ rare combination 
of design, manufacturing and retail under 
one roof that attracted sales person Rachel 
Alexander. “I thought it was an exciting and 
interesting business,” said Rachel, who joined 
the company in summer 2013, immediately 
after completing her studies in jewellery 
and metal design at Duncan of Jordanstone 
College of Art, Dundee.

As part of her tuition Rachel spent time 
in the service department, which provided 
an insight into the wide range of items that 
Hamilton & Inches handles. And in 2014 she 
began a jewellery training course which will 
provide additional expertise in everything 
from customer service to hallmarks, coloured 
gemstones, diamonds and watches. 

It is not only the chance to learn that she 
appreciates. “I love meeting customers. There 
are all types; those who have been coming 
here for years and others who are popping into 
the shop for the first time, perhaps because 
they are on holiday in Edinburgh. I like the 
diversity. I also love the fact that there are 
dedicated, long-serving staff. That helps create 
a relaxed atmosphere.”

In time she hopes to bring some of the 
skills she learned at college to her work at 

Hamilton & Inches. “Since I love drawing 
I am gravitating to the design side, 

and it would be wonderful to get 
the chance to help expand our 

collections.”
That combination of new 

ideas and appreciation of 
tradition is the hallmark 
of Hamilton & Inches 
people. And it is one of the 
attributes that has helped 
the company flourish  
since 1866.

It’s not only the gemstones that are precious at jeweller Hamilton & Inches.  
Its people are crucial in forging strong customer relationships

There is 
certainly 
nowhere 

else in 
Scotland 

like it. It is 
a special 

place where 
the focus 
is on high 

quality and 
finding the 
right item 

for the right 
person. It 
is an oasis 
away from 

the high 
street

For Andrew 
Teden, the 

focus is 
always on 
creating a 

strong bond 
with the 
customer

Megan Walker Rachel Alexander
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{The Scotch Whisky Experience} WHISKY

Over the past 20 years, single malt 
whiskies have experienced incredible growth 
in interest and are now first choice for many 
whisky lovers. 

However, the single malt market would 
not exist if it were not for the backbone of 
the blended whiskies which have so much to 
offer, accounting for around 90 per cent of 
the global whisky market.

The difference between the two is simple. 
Single malts are the product of one distillery 
creating a unique and distinctive character. 
On the other hand, blends are created by 
combing single malts from a number of 
distilleries with the addition of lighter grain 
whisky to achieve a consistency of flavour.

Although single malts are often 
perceived as superior, this simply isn’t 
the case. Blends must adhere to the 
same laws as single malts, meaning 
the product has to be at least three 
years old with an alcohol level above 
40 per cent. 

In terms of consumption, single malts 

tend to be drunk either straight or with a 
drop of water added, whereas blends tend to 
be used in mixers and cocktails. In the end, 
it depends on personal preference. 

At Edinburgh’s Scotch Whisky Experience, 
the expert team guides visitors through the 
history and production of Scotch whisky, 
including the differences between single 
malts and blended whiskies. 

Its two bars also boast Edinburgh’s largest 
selection of whiskies, with 420 bottles of both 
single malts and blends.

For groups who see themselves as blenders 
in the making, the five-star attraction 
runs Blend Your Own experiences. The 

highly trained staff impart the skills and 
knowledge needed to create a blend, 
before participants create their own small 
bottle of Scotch whisky to take home 
with a personal certificate of blending.

Whether you’re a blender or a malt 
drinker, be sure to sample a few drams of 

our most famous export while you are in 
Scotland. 

The Scotch 
Whisky 

Experience’s 
two bars 

boast 
Edinburgh’s 

largest 
selection 

of whiskies, 
with 420 
bottles of 

both single 
malts and 

blends

Expert staff will guide you 
through the many whiskies

SPOILED FOR CHOICE
If you’ve never tried a blended whisky, The Scotch Whisky Experience will entice your taste 
buds with hundreds of wonderful blends – and, of course, there are plenty of malts too! 
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PROPERTY MARKET {ESPC}
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BALANCE 
OF POWER

Orlaith Brogan, ESPC Lettings Manager, talks about what’s happening in the 
market and the viability of buying in Edinburgh as an investment opportunity

It’s no secret that 2014 saw a substantial 
improvement in the UK property market. 
The economy has largely outperformed 
expectations, with GDP growth higher 
and unemployment lower than had been 
projected and this, coupled with Government 
initiatives such as Help to Buy, helped to 
buoy demand in the housing market.

In some areas of the country – most 
notably London – this has led to a situation 
where demand is once again outstripping 
supply leading to house prices rising at 
a level that is simply unsustainable over 
the longer term. Thankfully, this is not 
something we have seen in the Edinburgh 
market, where inflation remained modest 
throughout 2014. In fact, while annual 
inflation in London has consistently been 
in the region of 20 per cent, in Edinburgh, 
that figure has generally been lower than 
4 per cent.

The reason is predominantly that, while 
buyer activity in Edinburgh has risen 

substantially, the number of homes coming 
on to the market has also increased, helping 
to maintain a healthier balance between 
supply and demand in the market. Across 
2014 as a whole, the number of sales 
recorded by ESPC in Scotland’s capital were 
20.5 per cent higher than in 2013. Over the 
same period, the number of homes coming 
on to the market rose by a very similar level 
– up 19.2 per cent annually.

This isn’t to say that market conditions 
haven’t improved for sellers, however. The 
balance of power in the market, having 
favoured buyers for a number of years, has 
started to swing back towards those looking 
to sell, and this is reflected in a shortening in 

selling times across the capital. The median 
selling time for a property fell from nine 

weeks in 2013 to six weeks in 2014. 
Sellers are also enjoying more success 

when it comes to negotiations on price. 
During 2014, 58.4 per cent of homes 
sold in Edinburgh achieved a selling 
price equal to or in excess of their 
original Home Report valuation. 
That marks an increase from 38.6 
per cent in 2013 and is also the 
highest figure since Home Reports 
were introduced in late 2008.

It’s encouraging that much of 
the increase in sales has been seen 

towards the lower end of the property 
ladder. In fact, sales of one-bedroom flats 
in Edinburgh rose by almost 40 per cent 
annually during the year, as first-time 
buyers and buy-to-let investors returned 
to the market.

It goes without saying that activity in this 
area is particularly important for the long-
term health of the market, as those selling 
smaller homes are typically looking to move 
up the ladder, meaning there is a positive 
knock-on effect for the wider market.

A number of factors have helped fuel 
the rise in activity from first-time buyers. 
In the first instance, many of those who 
started saving back in 2008 now have the 
deposits in place that they need to get a 
mortgage. Schemes such as Help to Buy have 
also assisted a number of buyers, though it 
should be noted that it’s the new-build sector 
that has seen the majority of the benefit in 
this regard. 

Finally, despite the recent improvement 
in the market, prices remain well below 
peak levels. For example, a one-bedroom 
flat in the Dalry and Gorgie area of 
Edinburgh can typically be found for 
around £100,000. That’s down from almost 
£130,000 back in 2008.

This level of affordability, combined with 
a continued high level of demand for rented 
accommodation in the city, has inevitably 
proven attractive to buy-to-let investors, who 
also returned to the market in 2014. During 

the fourth quarter of the year, two-bedroom 
flats in the capital were generating an 
average gross yield of 5.8 per cent compared 
to 5.4 per cent during the same period in 
2013 and from 5.2 per cent at the end of 
2012, and for those who are willing to do 
their research, the opportunity to obtain 
substantially greater returns exists.

Turning our attention to 2015, the 
expectation is that activity will continue to 
pick up throughout the year. While it would 
not be realistic to expect another 20 per 
cent increase in the number of homes being 
bought and sold, the likelihood is that, as the 
economy travels further along the road to 
recovery and consumer confidence improves, 
buyer activity will rise again. 

Inevitably, as people see For Sale boards 
going up and coming down again in short 
order, this will attract more sellers back to the 
market, which should help to maintain the 
balance between supply and demand.

Over the longer term, Edinburgh still faces 
a need to increase the rate at which new 
homes are being built if it is to keep pace with 
the rising number of households in the city. 
At present, the rate at which new homes are 
being built is around one third of what would 
be required to keep pace with the projected 
rise in household numbers. Ensuring that the 
right number and types of households – along 
with the amenities required to support them – 
are created will be one of the major challenges 
facing the local council in the coming years.
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ANNUAL INFLATION BY REGION: 2014

“While annual inflation 
in London has consistently 
been in the region of 
20 per cent, in Edinburgh, 
that figure has generally 
been lower than 4 per cent”
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For the latest 
market 

information in 
Edinburgh, the 
Lothians and 

Fife, visit espc.
com/news or to 
find out more 

about investing 
in Edinburgh, 

contact Orlaith on 
0131 253 2847 or 
email landlord@

espc.com
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David Lauder is an independent 
financial adviser with ESPC Mortgages. In 
such a complex market, it is important to do 
your research and the quickest, easiest and, 
most likely, cost-effective way to do this is to 
get someone to it for you. David ensures all 
his clients have a smooth process and find a 
deal that best suits their circumstances when 
it comes to mortgage applications.

Here he shares his reasons for 
making Edinburgh his home and his top 
recommendations for those looking to buy 
property in Edinburgh or, for anyone just 
planning a visit for the first time.

BEST AREA TO LIVE
I live in Corstorphine, a nice quiet area with 
good schooling nearby and also enough shops, 
bars, supermarkets and restaurants. I like that 
we’re situated near Cramond, which is close 
enough for nice quiet walks. It is nice that it 
has a small town feel within a city.

BEST PLACE TO EAT
For the best food, visit Twenty Princes Street. 
It has a good location with a bar next door 
and lovely food with views over the city.

FAVOURITE PLACE FOR A PINT
For a pint, you have to try Murrayfield Hotel, 
which is great for a quiet drink, reasonably 
close by, with a beer garden. Le Monde is 
nice for a livelier night in town.

SHOPPING PICK
My top shopping spot is Run and Become. 
This is a shop I like for my hobby as a  
runner. It has everything from new trainers 
to special socks.

I STILL NEED TO…
Spend more time seeing Edinburgh’s festivals 
in coming years and more shows; this is 
difficult with a young family.

TOP RECOMMENDATIONS
My Edinburgh recommendations would be:
• Cramond for nice walks, biking, running. It 

is peaceful and relatively flat (compared to 
the rest of Edinburgh) with nice views.

• You also must try Edinburgh Zoo – it’s a 
great day out for the family.

• You should try a day in town on Princes 
Street at the weekends during the Festival, 

or Christmas time – there’s always plenty 
going on and there is a festive buzz all 
around the city at these times of the year.

SO, WHY EDINBURGH? 
Edinburgh is an ideal place to live because it 
has plenty to do and it’s not too big a place, 
allowing you to go wherever you want. You 
can do a variety of things, from different 
types of sports bars to restaurants. There are 
a lot of soft play options for my kids and very 
good local leisure facilities. I also love that 
there are nice walks reasonably close by.

TALK TO DAVID
ESPC is all about real people. David is a 
professional, personable mortgage adviser  
who makes a great part of the ESPC Mortgages 
team. He offers independent financial  
advice and you can pop in to see him for  
a no-obligation chat at our Edinburgh 
showroom (George Street) or give him a  
call on 0131 620 8680.

The initial consultation with an adviser is free 
and without obligation. Thereafter, ESPC 
Mortgages charges for mortgage advice are 
usually £350 (£250 for first time buyers).
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on a mortgage or other loans 
secured against it. 
ESPC Mortgages is a trading style of ESPC (UK) 
Ltd, an appointed representative of Lyncombe 
Consultants Ltd, which is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

“Edinburgh 
is an ideal 

place to live 
because it 
has plenty 
to do and 

it’s not too 
big a place, 

allowing 
you to go 
wherever 

you want”

WHY EDINBURGH?
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CITY PAD
For anyone who has ever dreamed 
of living right in the middle of all 
the hustle and bustle, this property 
would make an ideal home. The most 
impressive feature of this beautiful flat 
would probably be its floor-to-ceiling 
windows and sliding glass doors, which 
provide one of the most beautiful 
views in Scotland: 
the Edinburgh 
skyline. Location is 
everything, and this 
property, with its 
proximity to the city 
centre and  
The Meadows 
certainly has all you 
could need right on 
your doorstep.

IF MONEY WERE NO OBJECT
This beautiful 
property is situated 
in an idyllic location, 
nestled between 
Spylaw Avenue 
and Spylaw Park 
within the highly 
sought-after area 

of Colinton. This 
impressive house  
is beautifully 
presented inside, 
with many of its 
original features 
adding to its homely 
feel. Whether it’s 
sitting by the fire 
on a cold winter’s 
evening or enjoying 
some food and wine 
on the veranda on 
a warm summer’s 
day, this property is 
perfectly equipped 
to suit your lifestyle 
all year round.  

DETAILS
Glenlinden, 
1 Spylaw Avenue, 
Edinburgh  
EH13 0LW;
Offers over £1.25m;
6 bedrooms,  
4 public rooms;
viewing  
0131 253 2521; 
ESPC ref: 339945

DETAILS
34/7 Simpson Loan, Edinburgh EH3 9GF; 
fixed price £380,000; 2 bedrooms, 1 public 

room; viewing 0131 253 2964;  
ESPC ref: 342345

DETAILS
76/3 Marchmont Crescent, Edinburgh 

EH9 1HD; offers over £305,000;  
2 bedrooms, 1 public room;  

viewing 0131 253 2729; ESPC ref: 346054

COUNTRY 
DWELLING
The perfect mix of 
contemporary  
property within 
countryside 
surroundings can 
be hard to come by. 
This property pick 
allows the new home 
owner the best of both 
worlds. With exceptional 
views out over the open 
countryside, while still 
being situated just on 

the edge of town, a 
convenient yet peaceful 
lifestyle can be enjoyed. 
Within the five acres of 
ground, there are stables 
and paddocks just on the 
doorstep, making this 
is the ideal property for 
someone who is a great 
lover of the outdoors.   

DETAILS
Stabstane, Selkirk TD7 4PR; offers 

over £400,000; 4 bedrooms, 3 public  
rooms; viewing: 01573 225999;  

ESPC ref: 343825

INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
Buying a property as an 
investment is a totally 
different ball game to buying 
a property to live in. One 
of the main elements to 
consider is what type of 
tenants you are looking 
to attract. This is a great 
starting point, as it helps you 
to define which area would 
be best for you to purchase 
in. This particular property 
would be ideal for tenants 
who are young professionals 
and are looking to stay in a 
vibrant area that is close to 
the city centre. The average 
rental you might expect from 
such a property would be in 
the region of £1,200 to £1,400 
per calendar month. 

SPEAK TO THE EXPERTS AT ESPC
As the No.1 for property in East Central 
Scotland, ESPC is ideally placed to offer 
expert advice and information on all 
things property related providing an 
umbrella-style service. The experts at 
ESPC offer their thoughts on key property 
advice and how to make the most of 

the free services available to make your 
property transaction run smoothly.  

For more information on our services 
and what’s currently for sale within 
Edinburgh, the Lothians and Fife, 
visit espc.com. For all your property 
requirements, all you need is ESPC. 

 PROPERTY PICKS 
Edinburgh has so much to offer, from its rich history and exquisite architecture 
to the eclectic mix of retail outlets and eateries. Here we take a look a few of 
top picks of what’s currently on the market  

Note: All property information was correct at time of print. 
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{Qatar Airways} TRAVEL

One year after commencing a 
five-times-a-week direct scheduled 
service between Edinburgh and Doha, 
Qatar Airways will begin to operate a 
daily service from Edinburgh Airport 
to Doha’s Hamad International 
Airport from 1 May.

Operated by the state-
of-the-art Boeing 787 
Dreamliner, the daily 
service will give 
passengers even 
greater access to more 
than 140 worldwide 
destinations served by 
Qatar Airways through 
its recently opened 
modern hub, Hamad 
International Airport.

The Dreamliner has a two-cabin 
configuration, comprising 22 seats in 
business class and 232 economy class 
seats that include individual 10.5-inch 
television screens offering the latest 
in-flight entertainment options while 

experiencing the airline’s award-
winning five-star service.

From Edinburgh, the route has 
this year allowed enhanced travel 
times from the Scottish capital to 
destinations around the world with 
just one smooth international transfer 

through Doha’s new Hamad 
International Airport, 

without the need for 
any domestic transfers 
within the UK.

The most popular 
destinations for those 
using the Edinburgh-

Doha route are 
predominantly in Asia and 

Australasia. For example, 
times to Melbourne have been 

reduced from approximately 26 hours 
with two transfers to just 20 hours 
with one quick international transfer 
at Hamad International Airport.

Qatar Airways recently took 
delivery of two iconic new aircraft – 

the world’s largest commercial airliner, 
the Airbus A380, and the Airbus A350, 
the most technologically advanced 
aircraft in the skies. Combined with 
the Boeing 787, operated on the 
Edinburgh to Doha route, passengers 
can experience the latest in comfort 
and technology, while enjoying 
a choice of more than 1000 film 
options with the new Oryx on-board 
entertainment system. 

Now in its 18th year of operations, 
Qatar Airways has a modern fleet of 
146 aircraft flying to more than 140 
key business and leisure destinations. 

GLOBAL 
ALLIANCE

Qatar Airways celebrated 
its one-year anniversary in 
October 2014 of joining the 

oneworld global alliance, named 
the World’s Best Airline 
Alliance 2014 by Skytrax 

for the second year 
running

Business Class service 
on Qatar Airways

A WORLD LEADER
Qatar Airways’ new daily service from Edinburgh means that passengers can now reach 
more than 140 destinations across six continents through its modern hub at Doha

“Times to Melbourne have 
been reduced from 26 hours 

with two transfers to just 
20 hours with one quick 
international transfer”
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{Edinburgh Airport} SHOPPINGSHOPPING {Edinburgh Airport}

More fashion, a new sports outlet and 
more choices when it comes to watches and 
jewellery – they will all soon be part of the 
retail mix at Edinburgh Airport. And they 
will be complemented by a range of other 
improvements, including a new World Duty 
Free store and a greater range of food and 
beverage brands.

Richard Townsend, Head of Retail 
and Property at the airport, said: “The 
importance of retail has grown significantly 
in recent times and it is now a vital part 
of the airport experience for leisure and 
business travellers.

“This time last year, we carried out a series 
of focus groups with different customers to 
discover more about what they’d like to see 
when they come through the airport. 

“We already have some great brands, but 
it emerged that there were a couple of areas 
that could be improved and that’s something 
we are addressing in our new changes.” 

As Richard explained, it’s all part of an 
18-month development plan that complements 
other changes happening at Edinburgh. 

He added: “We’re enhancing our coffee 
shop offer, which will see the introduction 
of Starbucks and AMT, adding to the 
already popular Costa Coffee and Nero 
outlets. The airport’s ever-increasing route 
network, with growth in flights servicing 
the Middle East and the United States, was 
an important factor in securing Starbucks, 
the most recognised international coffee 
shop brand.”

By mid 2015, there will be a new 1,300 
square metre walk through World Duty Free 
store, which will feature new brands and 
provide increased space to existing operators. 

That releases space in the airport 
departure lounge, where an “essentials’ 
zone will be created. More than 70 per cent 
of customers visit the airport newsagent, 
pharmacy or bureau de change. Therefore, 
they will be centrally located and easily 
accessible by passengers. 

In addition, there will be a new 
zone featuring high street fashion 
shops, and an area that includes 
aspirational brand names.   

MORE TO 
THE MIX

It’s an exciting time at Edinburgh Airport as more new shops and 
facilities mean a better shopping experience for passengers

A FRESH NEW LOOK
Richard Townsend, Head of Retail 
and Property, has unveiled some 
of the exciting developments at 
the airport, including new coffee 
outlets from Starbucks and AMT, 

‘pop-up shops’ – such as the 
Ryder Cup shop, left, and one 
for Scottish Rugby, and a new 

World Duty Free store, which will 
include new brands. In addition, 
the airport now has three VIP 
lounges where passengers can 

relax, hold meetings or catch up 
on work before their flight.
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Looking for a high class alternative to an hotel on your next stay
 in Edinburgh? Looking for accommodation for visitors?

For the same price, or cheaper, check in to a luxury serviced apartment!

The Knight Residence, in the heart of the 
capital near the Castle, was named Best Hotel 
in the UK in 2013 by the world’s largest online 
travel agency. In 2014 it was one of only 
15 UK establishments on Expedia’s Insider 
Select List of 650 hotels around the world.

Edinburgh’s leading apart-hotel, its 
28 one, two and three bedroom apartments 
offer five star luxury, comfort and room to 
relax, with substantially more space and 
facilities than top-of-the-range rooms in 
conventional hotels.

To make a reservation call 0131 622 8120 or email info@theknightresidence.co.uk

Amenities include a fully equipped kitchen, breakfast pack, lounge, premium TV package 
including SKY Sports, free wi-fi, concierge service and secure parking.

Richard said: “It is important 
we give our customers choice. For 
example, we have a wide range of 

food and beverage operators and 
people can have a sandwich and coffee, or 
choose from several restaurants.”

SCOTLAND THE BRAND
Given its position as Scotland’s busiest 
airport, at Edinburgh, there is a great 
opportunity to provide a profile to local 
and Scottish brands. Passengers who come 
through the airport are invariably keen to 
sample the products and brands that the 
country is famous for.

As well as allowing permanent space for 
Scottish goods, Richard and his team cater 
for that need by having a site that stages 
temporary displays. It allows the airport 
to support short-term events such as the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

In the coming months, it will highlight 
rugby’s Six Nations Championship, golf’s 
British Open Championship, which is being 
held at St Andrews in 2015, and Scotland’s 
2015 Year of Food and Drink celebrations. 

The aim is that the current moves 
will be concluded by spring 2016 and 
there is a keen sense of anticipation 
about the coming changes. Richard 
said: “I’m very excited about our 
plans. Within the next 18 months, we 
will be introducing between six and 
eight new brands and five or six new 
stores. It’s not only great to increase 
our offer to customers, but it’s good to 

help operators too. We recently moved the 
position of one food and beverage outlet and 
it has seen a notable increase in business. We 
get a real buzz out of people’s success.”

CAREFUL CO-ORDINATION
Operations at the airport are always carefully 
co-ordinated, and that goes for developments 
that take place in retail. Richard and his 
team work closely with colleagues in other 
departments, including those who liaise with 
existing or new airlines.

“It is important that everything is joined 
up and we look at new customers and their 
needs, as well as our regular passengers.”

Equally, it’s not all about shopping. 
Many customers are keen to relax in a 
peaceful area, some want to work and some 
even conduct meetings. To make sure those 
options are available, the airport now has 
three VIP lounges. Over the past year, the 
British Airways lounge has been upgraded 
and relocated and Aspire now has its own 
lounge, as does No. 1.  

Although there is a great deal happening 
over the coming months, planning for the 

long term is under way. 
Richard added: “It is likely we will 

add a new wine bar to our offer and we 
still have capacity for other stores to 
join us. Similarly, we are working on 
creating a meeting room that could 
be hired out as a business centre. This 

would increase the airport’s ability to 
host events, and further reinforce our 

position in the local community.”

I’m very 
excited 

about our 
plans. 

Within 
the next 

18 months, 
we will be 

introducing 
between six 

and eight 
new brands 

and five 
or six new 

stores
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{Pet transportation} TRAVELLING

For some people, flying can be a stressful 
business at the best of times, but when it 
comes to transporting a much-loved four-
legged friend by air, worry levels can reach a 
new high.

It is, in fact, relatively straightforward 
for pets to travel on planes and each year, 
numerous animals arrive at Edinburgh 
Airport from destinations as far afield as 
Australia and the US to Kuala Lumpar and 
Azerbaijan. 

The airport is home to an animal reception 
centre and a small animal Border Inspection 
Post – the only one of its kind in Scotland – 
which are operated by Extrordinair. 

Managing director Sylvia Fleming said: 
“The main reason pets fly is that their owners 
are relocating for work or study. The most 
common animals we see are pet cats and 
dogs, but we have processed birds of prey and 
tropical fish. And we do have some ‘frequent 
fliers’ – some clients travel to the UK for 
the summer before heading back to warmer 
climes for the winter. 

“We also have a number of clients  
who travel to Scotland to improve their 
sheepdog training skills – Scottish  
trainers are renowned worldwide. A number 
of these dogs took part in the World 
Sheepdog trials last year, the first time 
this competition had been held in 
Scotland.”

As the UK is one of just a handful 
of rabies-free countries in the 
world, there is strict legislation 
regarding pet transportation, 
but under the Pet Travel 
Scheme, dogs and cats are 
now able to travel from any 
country to the UK without 
the need to undergo 
quarantine, provided they 
meet certain requirements.

If your pet is flying out 
of the UK, as a minimum, it 
will need certification from 
a vet confirming it is healthy 
and fit to travel. However, for 
many destinations, you may 
need additional paperwork such 
as an import permit.

And while not all countries require animals 
to be microchipped, Sylvia recommends 
that you should have this done – and all pets 
arriving in the UK must be chipped, prior to 
being given a rabies vaccination.

Unsurprisingly, the cost of flying a 
pet varies depending on the destination 
and the type of animal. As a rough guide, 
transporting a small animal to Europe 
will cost from £400, while flying a dog to 
Australia could be in excess of £2000.

Bear in mind when making your flight 
arrangements that not all airlines carry 
animals and there may also be restrictions 
on the type of breed and time of year that 
your pet can travel.

Sylvia explained: “Each airline has 
restrictions on the breeds they carry, in 
particular snub-nose breeds such as 
French bulldogs. Some destinations 
also have restrictions on the breeds 
that are accepted.

HAVE PET,  

WILL TRAVEL “We do have some ‘frequent fliers’ 
– some clients travel to the UK for 
the summer before heading back to 

warmer climes for the winter”

Planning to transport your pet by air but don’t know where  
to start? Follow our lead as we take a peek inside the  

airport’s animal reception centre 

TRAVELLING {Pet transportation}
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RUFF TRIP?

While pet transportation normally 
goes without any mishaps, there is 
the odd occasion when things don’t 
quite go to plan, as Sylvia recalled:

“We once had a consignment of 
five working Pyrenean mountain 
dogs arrive from the US. 
Each dog had its own 
custom wooden kennel, 
which was bigger than a 
child’s play house, so, as 
you can imagine, it was 
all hands on deck.

“When they arrived 
and were released from their 
travel cases, all that can be said 
about what happened next is that 
it was biblical.

“As each dog had not been 
handled due to their occupation and 
neither were they house trained, 
they all bounded out of their 
boxes, knocking past everything – 
including putting one or two staff on 
their bottoms. 

“Once out of their boxes but 
before we managed to get them 

in to their allotted kennel, 
they decided this would be 
the opportune moment to go 
to the loo. 

“Unfortunately, they didn’t go in 
the one place, but decided to 

go in various parts of the 
centre, thus there was a 

torrent of water flowing 
round the whole animal 
reception centre. 

“Through the 
commotion of five  

dogs running through 
the puddles and five staff 

members skipping to avoid 
them, it must have looked like a 
sketch from Laurel and Hardy. 
No-one had warned us that these 
dogs were not pets and had never 
been handled.

“After successfully getting each 
dog to its kennel and mopping the 
floor, all the dogs’ paperwork was 
processed and, after two hours, 
they were released back to a very 
happy owner.”

48

“Temperature is also a 
factor and many airlines 
have limitations at various 

times of the year, as it may 
deemed that a destination is either 
too hot or too cold depending on the 
time of year.”

The vast majority of pets travel 
in the hold of the aircraft – some 
airlines will allow small animals in 
the cabin, but all pets coming into 
the UK must arrive as cargo. Pets 
have to travel in approved carriers 
– the general rule is that the animal 
must be able to stand up and turn 
around comfortably.

It’s important that your animal isn’t 
sedated before it travels, and they 
should be fed the night before or first 
thing in the morning for an evening 
flight so that they digest their food 
and go to the toilet before flying.

If there’s a stop-over, the airline 
will have an animal facility to care for 
your pet during the layover. 

Once they arrive in Edinburgh, 
the animals are taken to the Border 
Inspection Post, where they are fed 
and watered while staff carry out 
the required checks and customs 
clearance. 

Your much-loved pet will be in 
safe hands at the airport, as Sylvia 
explained: “All our staff have received 

“All our staff have received 
animal handling training, 

as well as training  
on procedures for  

processing the animals”

animal handling training, as well as 
training on procedures for processing 
the animals. Our staff also receive 
formal customs training in order to 
be authorised to process customs 
clearance.”

Most owners and pets are 
reunited within two hours 
of arrival – and if you’ve 
ever witnessed an emotional 
reunion between loved ones at 
the airport gates, that’s nothing 

compared to the furiously wagging 
tail of an excited pup seeing his 
family again!

This article is a quick guide to 
transporting your pet by air. 

For more information, 
call Extrordinair on 
+44(0) 131 317 7277, 

email arc@extrordinair.
co.uk or visit 
www.extrordinair.co.uk

TRAVELLING {Pet transportation}
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{Latest updates} AIRPORT NEWS

CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA
For the latest news and images, why 
not follow us on social media?

 
@Edi_Airport

 
@EdinburghAirport

 
Facebook.com/EdinburghAirport

2014 – A MILESTONE YEAR  
FOR PASSENGER NUMBERS
Last year was hugely successful for 
many reasons and even more so at 
Edinburgh Airport. 

Not only did it support the 
world-famous events taking place 
across the country, including 
The Ryder Cup, Commonwealth 
Games and Edinburgh’s Festivals, 
more passengers than ever before 
travelled through the airport. 

So many, in fact, that Edinburgh 
became the first airport in Scotland 
to reach the 10-million passenger 
mark for a calendar year.

After seeing record-breaking 
passenger numbers throughout last 
year, the airport has continued to 
see more people than ever before 
travel through its terminal, thanks 
to a number of short and long-haul 

destinations launching last year, 
including the city’s first Middle 
Eastern service to Doha with  
Qatar Airways.

Like 2013, July and August both 
recorded more than one million 
passengers, with July being the 
busiest month the airport has ever 
seen with in excess of 1.1 million 
people travelling.

INVESTING IN 
OUR FUTURE
Edinburgh Airport has announced plans for 
a new £50 million airside development that 
will triple capacity for long-haul aircraft over 
the next four years. 

Work is under way on a new immigration 
and baggage reclaim facility. The first phase 
of the programme is due for delivery this 
summer, ahead of the arrival of Etihad 
Airways on 8 June when it launches the first 
link between Scotland and Abu Dhabi. 

The first stage of the development will 

see the creation of a 2000m2 rapid-build 
structure to house a new immigration hall, 
around which a bigger structure will be built 
over the next five years.  

Prime Minister David Cameron visited 
Edinburgh Airport in January to view the site 
and hear about the plans from the airport’s 
Chairman Sir John Elvidge and Chief 
Executive Gordon Dewar.

AIRPORT LEADS WAY IN 
FIRE SAFETY TRAINING
The biggest aviation fire  
training facility in Scotland 
has been officially opened at 
Edinburgh Airport. 

The new facility was 
launched late last year by 
former Scottish Transport 
Minister Keith Brown MSP and 
is the equivalent in size to a 787 
Dreamliner aircraft, allowing 
fire-fighters to train in the most 
realistic emergency scenarios. 

Standing at almost nine 
metres tall and 40 metres 
in length, the new training 

simulator ensures the airport 
fire service has the most 
up-to-date facilities for any 
emergency situation they’re 
likely to face at an airport. 

From full aircraft fires 
with three different levels of 
intensity, smoke-filled cabin and 
passenger rescue and casualty 
removal scenarios, the new fire 
training simulator provides 
the most authentic training 
environment for new recruits 
and experienced members of the 
airport fire service. 

LUGGAGE IS IN THE BAG
A new store at Edinburgh Airport offers 
passengers an answer to all their luggage 
needs. Luggage-Point opened in November in 
the airport’s new terminal extension, offering 
passengers everything they need to make 
their journey go as smoothly as possible. 

Stocking luxury brands such as Samsonite, 
Kipling, Trunki and Fiorelli, the store also 
offers customers a dry-cleaning drop-off and 
collection service, lost property, storage and 
bag-wrap facilities – the first time Edinburgh 
Airport has had a one-stop-shop like this. 

The Edinburgh store is also the first 
retailer in the world to stock exclusive 
merchandise from Rise Gear – previously 
featured on the Canadian Dragon’s Den. 
These fantastic luggage products can roll 
packing and storage all into one. 

Luggage-Point is open from 4am-10pm. 

RUGBY FEVER HITS
Rugby fever is upon us again and with 
thousands of fans expected to travel 
through Edinburgh Airport in the 
coming weeks, we’re sure they’ll be 
paying a visit to the latest retail POD, 
which is all about rugby.

Working in partnership with the 
Scottish Rugby Union (SRU), this is the 
first time official merchandise has been 
sold at Edinburgh Airport.

The exclusive rugby POD is open 
until the end of March, giving fans of 
all ages the opportunity to pick up 
some official SRU merchandise, 
including rugby tops, hoodies, 
kilts and flags.

FANCY A 
COFFEE?  
Costa Coffee 

has opened its 
refurbished 
airside café 

opposite Gate 
10. The Costa 
at Gate 2 has 
also received 
a make-over. 

Costa Coffee in 
the domestic 

arrivals area is 
now closed for 

redevelopment. 
In March, a 

new Starbucks 
will open 

and another 
newcomer to 
the terminal 

is AMT in 
the first-floor 

foodcourt.

Prime Minister David 
Cameron at the airport

AIRPORT NEWS {Latest updates}
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{Spain} TRAVELTRAVEL {Spain}

From the sun-soaked Balearic and Canary Islands to beautiful 
mainland cities, Spain has long been a favourite of visitors, drawn by its 
wonderful climate, stunning scenery, fascinating history and, of course, 

a warm and friendly welcome from the locals

A COUNTRY  
OF DIVERSITY

The Spanish tourism industry is one of 
the largest in the world and with more flights 
than ever leaving from Edinburgh Airport, 
you can now join the throng of Spain fans.

It’s no surprise that Spain is so popular 
with tourists, with beautiful cities, islands and 
everything in between to explore.

Take in some culture by visiting the Sagrada 
Familia in Barcelona or listen to some of the 
world’s best DJs on the party island of Ibiza. 

Alternatively, find a quiet café in Madrid, 

order some paella and some sangria and 
just watch the world go by. 

Flights from Edinburgh now include direct 
passage to Alicante, Barcelona, Fuerteventura, 
Gran Canaria, Ibiza, Lanzarote, Madrid, 
Malaga, Murcia, Palma and Tenerife.

With so many different areas to choose 
from, there’s no excuse not to hop on 
a flight and find yourself immersed in 
Spanish culture a few hours later.

¡Diviértase! 

FUERTEVENTURA
The second largest of the Canary 
Islands, Fuerteventura is a haven of 
relaxation, fun and sun! The El Cotillo 
Beach and Lagoons are famous for being 
free from litter and are a wonderful 
place to chill out. You can paddle 
through the lagoons or wander  
along the beach before enjoying a  
cold drink in the small nearby café. 
Other beaches worth a visit include 
Playa de Cofete, Playa de Sotavento and 
Playa del Matorral. 

PALMA
Palma de Mallorca is the capital and 

largest city of the community of 

Balearic Islands in Spain. It is situated 

along the south coast of the island 

Majorca. One of Palma’s impressive 

features is a huge, gothic style castle 

which was built in the 14th century 

for King James II of Majorca. Named 

Bellver Castle, it is one of only a few 

circular castles in Europe. Keeping with 

the royal theme, the Royal Palace of La 

Almudaina was built as an Arabian Fort 

and still boasts some wonderful tapestry, 

so make sure you drop by.

Spain is the 
home of 

tapas, which 
can include 
everything 

from 
calamares 
(squid) to 
gambas 

(prawns in 
peppercorn 

sauce)

MURCIA
Situated in the south-east, Murcia is 
one of the biggest cities in Spain, with a 
population in the region of 442,500. There 
is no shortage of activities in this city and 
one of the must-visit attractions is The Real 
Casino. While the casino is a private club, 
it does open so that visitors can witness the 
magnificent architecture, designed by a 
combination of Francisco Bolarin and Pedro 
Cerdan Martinez. The casino is located near 
the Cathedral de Santa Maria, popular with 
tourists because it was built in a variety of 
artistic styles. Check out the gothic interior 
in contrast with the Baroque façade, a thing 
of beauty.
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BARCELONA
An amazing selection of museums, squares, gardens and historic buildings means 
Barcelona is a must-visit location. The architecture is not the only reason to visit – 
football fans will be in their element in the home of the famous Camp Nou football 
stadium, home to the mighty Barcelona FC. Places to visit in Barcelona include La 
Rambla – a tree-lined pedestrian mall filled with street performers; Sagrada Familia – the 
famous unfinished church by artist Antoni Gaudi is breathtaking – and you simply must 
take part in a hop-on, hop-off bus tour. Sit on the top deck and plug your earphones in to 
the commentary and learn all about the fascinating city.

ALICANTE
This city on the Costa Blanca is famous for its palm tree-flanked boulevard and 
stunning beaches. Huge plazas, great weather and thriving nightlife also add 
to the Alicante charm. A must on the to-do list while visiting the area is a trip 
to Santa Barbara Castle, one of the biggest medieval fortresses in Spain. When 
you’re finished perusing the archaeological materials, sculptures and busts of 
famous people, which are housed in a museum within the castle, you can enjoy 
the breathtaking views of the city below.

IBIZA
Also known as the White Isle 
because of the predominant 
white architecture, Ibiza has 
become the go-to island for 

partygoers. During the summer 
season, Ibiza plays host to 

some of the world’s best DJs, 
including Avicii and Calvin 

Harris. And the nightclubs have 
become a thing of legend, with 
tourists flocking to Amnesia, 

Pacha and Space, to name but 
a few. It’s not all about the 

partying though – the beautiful 
beaches will allow you to relax, 

recover and top up the tan.

Work 
started on 

the Sagrada 
Familia in 
Barcelona 

in 1882.   
Photograph 

Luciano 
Mortula

GRAN CANARIA
This Canary island has attractions that the whole family 
can enjoy. Playa del Ingles is a sea resort located on 
the south coast of Gran Canaria and was built in the 
1960s specifically for tourists. Plenty of shops, bars and 
restaurants make this a popular destination. Gran Canaria 
also plays home to Palmitos Park, a 20-hectare botanical 
garden and aviary. The kids will love the birds of prey 
demonstration while mum and dad can take in the  
breathtaking scenery. Roque Nublo, a volcanic rock which 
has become a famous landmark of the island, is also worth 
a visit.
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Set off on holiday in style with 
Barrhead Travel’s direct flights this 
summer from Edinburgh to Majorca. 

Only available at Barrhead Travel, 
this weekly flight can be used for 
sunshine escapes, as flight-only and 
for cruise holidays.

No more cramped, packed planes 
– you can stretch out and relax in 
comfort on board Barrhead Travel’s 

British Airways aircraft. 
With generous legroom, 

leather seats and 20kg checked 
luggage and 5kg hand luggage 
allowances, your holiday starts 
from the moment you step on to 
the plane.

Add in a convenient, weekend, 
daytime flight departure time, 
and there really is no better or 

easier way to fly to Majorca from 
Edinburgh.

Book your Barrhead Travel flights 
now and you can secure your summer 
holiday with just a £25 deposit. 

We have branches across 
Scotland, so it couldn’t be easier  
to make sure that your well- 
earned break gets off to the best 
possible start.

FLY TO MAJORCA IN COMFORT

{Barrhead Travel} FLIGHTS

MADRID
Like any capital city, Madrid is a bustling metropolis packed with history, 
culture, art and architectural gems. More than three million people live 
in the Spanish capital – the third-largest city in the EU – and they are 
fortunate to have on their doorstep the Museo Nacional del Prado, home to 
masterpieces by Goya, Velázquez and Rubens, and the equally mesmerising 
Centro de Arte Reina Sofia with paintings from Picasso and Dali. If you’re 
more of a night owl, you’ll never tire of Madrid’s nightlife – it has more bars 
than any other city in the world and world-renowned nightclubs.

TENERIFE
The largest of the Canary 
Islands, Tenerife will keep you 
busy whether you are there 
for three days or two weeks. 
Siam Park should be first on 
your list. This Thai-themed 
water park boasts adrenalin-
pumping slides including the 
Tower of Power, which has a 

90ft drop. If that’s too daring, 
there’s a lazy river that you 
can float round in a rubber 
ring. Loro Parque is another 
great attraction for a day of 
family fun. Dolphin shows, 
orca whale performances 
and photogenic parrots make 
a day you will never forget. 
You can also visit the Teide 
National Park, which is a site 
comprising a 10-mile wide 
volcanic crater. For anyone 
visiting the island, this is a 
must-see.

LANZAROTE
The easternmost of the Canary Islands, 
Lanzarote is known for its volcanic 
landscape, so what better place is there to 
start than the Timanfaya National Park? 
Fantastic views of the island’s volcanic 
nature can be seen from here and the 
restaurant even uses an outdoor oven, 
which is naturally heated by lava to cook 
the food. Follow up your lunch with 
a glass of wine at the Bodega El Grifo 
winery then head to the famous Playa de 
Papagayo beach for an afternoon of sun-
worshipping, snorkelling and swimming. 
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It’s the word you dread reading 
on the monitor when you’re about 
to fly – DELAYED. When I recently 
flew out to Milan, it started out just like 
that: two hours’ delay. And then some… 
And a bit more…

Apart from being seriously cheesed 
off that I’d dragged myself out of a 
lovely warm bed at 4am to get to the 
airport, I also then realised that my 
pre-booked massage at the other end 
in a rather tasty Italian spa was now 
a non-starter. The whole day had 
unfurled.

I was NOT a happy traveller.
As I wasn’t flying business class 

(when do I ever these days?), I wasn’t, 
conveniently, in a lounge where the 
sting could be alleviated by a bacon 
sandwich, a cup of tea (or something 

stronger), and a read through all the 
papers, so there was nothing to look 
on the bright side about.

Well, that was before I discovered 
World Duty Free.

No, of course, I don’t mean that I 
clocked the shop for the first time. I’m 
in Edinburgh Airport about 35 times 
a year so, despite the fact it’s regularly 
being updated, I’m familiar with most 
of the layout.

What I am referring to is the fact 
that only then, with time on my hands, 
did I learn of the various services and 
wonderful goodies on offer there – 
especially relevant to those tolerating 
a delay.

Let me now introduce you to Matt. 
He is Edinburgh Airport’s Mr Whisky. 
A font of knowledge about the water 
of life, he’s also a huge character and 
a positive delight to chat to. 

At 6am, it’s not usual for me to 
knock back a dram, but having been 
educated about the various airport-
exclusive malts by Matt (some of 
which sell for the price of a trip to the 

US!), it felt rude not to try.
After a couple of 
snifters, the sting of 
the delay was starting 
to recede.

Following that, 
I sashayed over to the 

Jo Malone counter where the lovely 
lady offered me a hand massage with 
some of the delicious-smelling goodies 
she has on sale. I then learned that, 
even if just flying domestically, you can 
buy their products at prices less than 
the High Street, so it makes sense to 
stock up on those wonderful candles, 
creams and fragrances while you’re at 
the airport.

This was starting to be enjoyable.
A make-up session at Mac was then 

proffered. After 15 minutes, I was even 
starting to look normal, despite the 
still-horribly early hour. Under-eye 
shadows and flushed skin tones (that’s 
the whisky for you) were magically 
obliterated from view, and I learned 
about some new products that now 
have a permanent home in my make-
up bag.

Still got more time? Go and get 
your nails done at Duty Free, I was 
instructed. So I did.

 Courtesy of Dior, I arrived in Italy 
with freshly painted scratchers, feeling 
unusually glam for one who had got 
out of bed in the middle of the night.

None of this was laid on as special 
for me, and none of it cost a penny. It’s 
just part and parcel of the Edinburgh 
Airport experience.

Now, aren’t you glad you’re flying 
from this airport?

When the unavoidable happens and your flight isn’t going to leave on time,  
don’t fret – spoil yourself with some fabulous freebies at the airport 

NOW THAT REALLY IS  
DUTY-FREE SHOPPING!

WRITE ON
Katie Wood has been a full-time travel writer and broadcaster 

for more than 25 years. Author of 39 guidebooks, she has 
worked for national newspapers across the UK and is  

travel editor for The Sunday Post.
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