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Welcome to the summer issue 
of Capital magazine. This summer is a  
very special one for Edinburgh Airport,  
as we celebrate our centenary, a  
100-year journey that has seen us become 
Scotland’s busiest airport – and we’re  
still growing.

Passenger numbers continue to break 
records, new services are being launched 
and we are making regular improvements 
to our in-airport services and shops, so all 
in all, it’s a very happy birthday to us!

Travellers coming into the airport, 
whether on business or pleasure, are 
coming to one of the UK’s most vibrant 
cities, and this issue of Capital is packed 
with ideas on places to visit, eat, shop, 
stay and be entertained.

This is the Year of Innovation, 
Architecture and Design in Scotland, 
where we celebrate the very best of our 
nation, and there are numerous events 
being held across the country.

As summer approaches and the sun 
starts to peek through the clouds, the 
city really comes to life, with first-class 
entertainment, festivals and fun galore.

If, like many of us, you enjoy ‘seeing 

how the other half live’, make sure to 
check out this issue’s property guide, 
which features some of the city’s most 
stylish houses. 

If shopping is more your bag, you’ve 
come to the right place – Edinburgh 
is a fantastic city for shoppers, with 
everything from top designers to quirky 
boutiques. You’ll even find many top 
names in the airport. 

Fans of the stage are also in for a treat 
this summer, as two favourite shows 
return to the city – the spectacular 
Chicago and Cats. 

There’s so much to see and do in 
Edinburgh that you’ll never be bored!

As well as being available throughout 
the terminal, Capital can now be found 
at select venues throughout the city, 
including visitor attractions, bars and 
restaurants, as well as on our website at 
edinburghairport.com 

And for all the latest news about 
Edinburgh Airport, why not follow 
us on Twitter at @EDI_Airport? 
Happy reading!

 
Rob Lang, Head of Marketing

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!

A very special occasion 
as Edinburgh Airport 

celebrates its centenary
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CENTENARY {Edinburgh Airport}

Edinburgh Airport is in party mode this 
year, as it celebrates its 100th birthday with events 
and competitions for local schoolchildren planned 
in the months ahead.

 The airport’s history is as distinguished as it is 
long, with the site originally used as a Royal Flying 
Corps aerodrome named Turnhouse. 

Opened on 2 March 1916, Turnhouse was a key 
base during the First World War, and stayed in 
military use through the Second World War, when 
in 1939 it was upgraded with concrete runways and 
was named a Sector Operation Room. 

Shortly after the war, civilian flights began to 
operate from the airfield, growing to the point 
where it was officially demilitarised in 1960. 

“The British Airports Authority (BAA) took over 
ownership of the airport on 1 April 1971, and an 
extensive redevelopment project began two years 
later. The current terminal building, designed by 
Sir Robert Matthew, was opened officially by Her 
Majesty The Queen on 27 May 1977.

 BAA sold Edinburgh Airport to Global 

Infrastructure Partners in 2012 and the airport has 
since achieved excellent growth, with passenger 
traffic reaching a record level in 2015 with more 
than 11.1 million passengers.

 Gordon Dewar, Edinburgh Airport’s Chief 
Executive, said: “How time flies when you’re 
having fun! This is a landmark as we set  
out our plans in the months ahead to  
celebrate 100 years of air travel at  
Edinburgh Airport.

 “Although clearly focused on delivering 
future growth at Edinburgh Airport, we 
have a rich and long history here, and 
we aim to involve as many people as 
possible in celebrating this great 
centenary story.

 “Our passengers and adults and 
kids in the local community will 
be invited to get involved as we 
host competitions and hold a 
major party to come in the 
months ahead.”

CENTURY OF

From humble beginnings 100 years ago, Edinburgh Airport has grown to become     
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{Edinburgh Airport} CENTENARY

EXCELLENCE

  one of the busiest airports in the United Kingdom 

Edinburgh Airport is almost unrecognisable from its early  
days as a Royal Flying Corps aerodrome. Now, 100 years  

on, it is Scotland’s busiest airport, welcoming more  
than 11.1 million passengers last year.   

Top left and right images: John Wilson from Fife

TOP 10 UK 
DESTINATIONS 

• London Heathrow
• London Gatwick
• London Stansted
• London City
• Bristol
• Birmingham
• London Luton
• Belfast International
• Southampton
• Belfast City.

TOP OVERSEAS 
DESTINATIONS

• Amsterdam
• Dublin
• Paris CDG
• Copenhagen
• Frankfurt
• Madrid
• Geneva
• Palma
• Alicante
• Malaga.
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{Stagecoach} TRAVEL

The Jet 747 service offers a 
fast, convenient and direct bus 
link between Fife and Edinburgh 
Airport, with journeys up to every 
30 minutes, serving Halbeath Park 
& Ride, Inverkeithing Rail Station, 
Ferrytoll Park & Ride and Edinburgh 
Airport, seven days a week. 

The low-floor vehicles on the 
route provide easy access for 
luggage, buggies and wheelchairs 

and are specifically branded and 
easily recognisable. There’s plenty of 
luggage space and free wi-fi on board 
so you can sit back, relax and get 
ready for your flight!

Catch local Stagecoach services 
throughout Fife and connect with 
the Jet 747 at either Park & Ride  
site or take advantage of the free 
easy parking at Ferrytoll  Park &  
Ride for up to seven days and 

at Halbeath  Park & Ride for  
up to 14 days.

Stagecoach have great value 
tickets available, which can be 
purchased from the driver:
• £5.90 single 
• £8.20 day return 
• £11 period return – valid for 28 days.

To plan your journey, please visit: 
stagecoachbus.com

A RELAXING START 
TO YOUR HOLIDAY
Stagecoach’s Jet 747 service takes the stress out of travelling to the airport
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During the summer months, Edinburgh 
is transformed into a cultural and artistic melting 
pot, uniting young and old from across the world in 
celebration of the arts in the broadest sense. Discover 
ballerinas rubbing shoulders with clowns, crime authors 
sharing a coffee with world-famous violinists and the 
biggest names of the silver screen meeting their fans. 
From June to August, Edinburgh really is a city quite 
unlike any other, and must be experienced.

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 
5-29 AUG 
www.eif.co.uk
Arguably the crown jewel of Edinburgh’s festival season, 
the three weeks of the Edinburgh International Festival 
see the city play host to a broad yet lovingly curated 
selection of artists from across Scotland and around the 
world. Its focus is on the highest quality theatre, music, 
opera and dance.

EDINBURGH FESTIVAL FRINGE
5-29 AUG
www.edfringe.com
Established in the 1940s as a freewheeling alternative to 
the International Festival, the Edinburgh Festival Fringe 
is now the world’s largest arts festival, taking in theatre, 
music, dance, comedy and almost any other art form you 
could imagine.

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL
15-26 JUN
www.edfilmfest.co.uk
As the world’s oldest continuously running film festival, 
the Edinburgh International Film Festival has been 
discovering and promoting the very best in international 
cinema since 1947, and proudly describes itself as 
“intimate in its scale, ambitious in its scope, and fuelled 
by pure passion for cinema in all its manifestations”.

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL
13-19 AUGUST
www.edbookfest.co.uk
Established 30 years ago, the Edinburgh International 
Book Festival has become the largest and most dynamic 
festival of its kind in the world, representing a huge draw 
for 220,000 lovers of literature, as well as some of the 
most famous and respected international writers. 

EDINBURGH JAZZ AND BLUES FESTIVAL
15-24 JULY 
www.edinburghjazzfestival.com
From its traditional jazz roots, to gospel, experimental 
performances and the blues, the Edinburgh Jazz and 
Blues Festival has grown into one of the most exciting 
and diverse events of its kind anywhere in the world. 
With over 150 gigs and more than 1, 000 performers at 13 
venues, the festival truly offers something for everyone.

SUMMER FESTIVALS
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The 2016 celebration will 
shine a spotlight on the richness of 
Scotland’s built heritage, culture and 
environment, alongside contemporary 
and forward-thinking designs.

Having kicked off the year with 
Keyframes, a unique light installation 
in Edinburgh city centre, an exciting 
line-up of events will take place across 
Scotland during the summer.

The Festival of Architecture 2016 
will deliver a packed programme 

of events and activities set to boost 
the appreciation of Scotland’s built 
environment, with a wide range 
of exciting events and exhibitions 
taking place the length and breadth of 
Scotland throughout 2016. 

Festival of Architecture events over 
the summer include Pop-Up Cities 
Expo (17 June-17 July) at Mound 
Square, Edinburgh – which will see 
cities from across Scotland and further 
afield invited to design innovative 

and engaging pop-up pavilions – Out 
of their Heads (11 June-5 February 
2017) at the Scottish National Portrait 
Gallery – which will make connections 
between some of Scotland’s greatest 
architects and their buildings, and  
The Ideal Hut Show at the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh (May), 
which will see off-the-shelf  
garden sheds reinvented by 
architects and designers from 
home and abroad.

From model garden sheds transformed by leading architects, artists and designers 
to Whisky Month celebrations, Scotland’s Year of Innovation, Architecture  

and Design 2016 is well under way, with something to suit every visitor

SHINING A LIGHT ON 
SCOTTISH TALENT 

{Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design} TOURISM

See some 
amazing  

images at  
the Retina 

Scottish 
International 

Festival  
of Photography 
Image: Kareem 

Black
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The Hidden 
Door Electric 
City show 
sees King’s 
Stables Road 
transformed 
into a variety of 
entertainment 
venues

“Local Heroes 
will be for many 

passengers a first 
impression of, or 

a fond farewell to, 
Scotland”  

 
Stacey Hunter, Exhibition 

Curator, Local Heroes 

DON’T MISS... 
Other Year of Innovation,  
Architecture and Design 2016  
highlights over summer include:

LOCAL HEROES AUGUST 
EDINBURGH AIRPORT
Local Heroes presents contemporary 
design to a global audience spanning 
120 different locations and three 
continents. Featuring a range of 
commissions from world-class 
designers based in Scotland, Local 
Heroes will be exhibited within 
Edinburgh Airport’s 2,000m2 plaza 
throughout August. The exhibition 

presents a specially commissioned 
selection of design objects available 
for both UK and international 
visitors to buy as a souvenir. The 
exhibition is complemented by 
an exciting design-themed events 
programme delivered by Creative 
Dundee and Creative Edinburgh.

HIDDEN DOOR ELECTRIC CITY 
27 MAY-4 JUNE, 2016 
EDINBURGH
WWW.HIDDENDOORBLOG.ORG
Hidden Door will return to the 
amazing disused street lighting 
depot behind Kings Stables Road 

TOURISM {Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design}

Im
age: C

hris Scott
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in Edinburgh, transforming it – for 
one last time – into an area where 
the public can explore and discover 

live music venues, theatre spaces, 
bars, a cinema, and a multitude of art 
exhibitions, installation spaces and 
some of Scotland’s best emerging 
creative talent. This year’s event will 
be called Hidden Door Electric City, 
in homage to the site’s recent history 
as a street lighting depot, and will 
feature a fantastic programme  
across the arts, including 50 artists, 
35 bands, 15 theatre companies, 20 
poets, 12 film organisations 
and a range of vendors 
selling delicious street food. 

{Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design} TOURISM

There are 
events galore, 

including 
whisky  

tastings and 
festivals, to 

celebrate 
Whisky  
Month  
in May
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FASHIONING A REIGN:  
90 YEARS OF STYLE FROM 
THE QUEEN’S WARDROBE 

PALACE OF HOLYROODHOUSE
UNTIL 16 OCTOBER 2016
WWW.ROYALCOLLECTION.ORG.UK  

The largest exhibition of The  
Queen’s dresses and accessories  
ever seen in Scotland will be on show 
at the Palace of Holyroodhouse.  
The display has been selected to 
cover The Queen’s life and reign and 
includes evening and day wear by 
the British couturiers Sir Norman 
Hartnell, Ian Thomas and Stewart 
Parvin – who trained at Edinburgh 
College of Art – and the milliner 
Philip Somerville. All outfits will  
be on display in Scotland for the 
first time.

WHISKY MONTH
THROUGHOUT MAY 
Get into the spirit with a range  
of events during May celebrating  
the ‘water of life’. Join in the 
merriment with a packed calendar 
of excellent events throughout the 
month, including whisky festivals, 
tastings and more. The Perfect 
Blend is a bespoke whisky tasting 
experience located in the unique 
setting of The Real Mary King’s 
Close running in partnership  
with Royal Mile Whiskies 
throughout May. Visit 
www.realmarykingsclose.com/ 
events for more information. Or 
why not be part of a global whisky 
celebration on 21 May as part of 
World Whisky Day? Events are 
taking place all over the globe. If  
you can’t find an event happening 

near you, why not host your own 
World Whisky Day event? Visit  
www.worldwhiskyday.com 
 
RETINA SCOTTISH 
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL  
OF PHOTOGRAPHY 
24 JUNE-30 JULY 2016
VENUES ACROSS EDINBURGH
WWW.RETINAFESTIVAL.COM
Retina Scottish International  
Festival of Photography focuses  

on real-world photography in an 
annual event. Join us this year and 
be inspired by the work of Jason 
Bell, Dougie Wallace, Alma Haser, 
Kareem Black and David Boni. 
Award-winning photography from 
the Association Of Photographers,  
UK Picture Editor’s Guild, an 
exhibition of Scottish press 
photographers’ work and emerging 
photographic talent will be shown 
at venues around Edinburgh.

If you feel like venturing out 
of Edinburgh city centre, 
East Lothian has many great 
examples of historic and 
current innovation, architecture 
and design buildings, products 
and produce. Why not visit  
the two new hangars at the 
National Museum of Flight, 
telling the stories of military 
and civil aviation over the 

past 100 years? Or walk in the 
footsteps of naturalist and 
conservation pioneer, John 
Muir – visit his birthplace or 
take a scenic route along the 
John Muir Way. If you fancy 
relaxing, why not sit in the 
sun, take in the air and enjoy 
seafood served by the sea at 
The Lobster Shack at North 
Berwick Harbour?

FLIGHT OF FANCY? 

TOURISM {Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design}

90 Years of 
Style from 

The Queen’s 
Wardrobe 

features  
some of the 

stunning outfits 
worn by Her 

Majesty

Royal Collection Trust / © Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2016 

Im
age: Paul D

odds 



Enjoy endless possibilities and  
unlimited access to Lothian Buses and 

Edinburgh Trams in the city centre for one 
day with DAYticket. Adult £4, child £2 child 
and family £8.50 (two adults and up to three 
children). Visit lothianbuses.com/tickets

{Transport for Edinburgh} TRAVEL

Let Edinburgh’s award-winning 
public transport network offer you 
cost-effective travel from Edinburgh 
Airport with Airlink (24 hours) or 
Edinburgh Trams (6.15am to 10.45pm). 

Buy tickets in advance via the free 
Transport for Edinburgh app (tfeapp.
com) – an adult open return costs £7.50 
for Airlink and £8.50 for Edinburgh 
Trams. Alternatively, buy tickets on 
the day from the Airlink Kiosk outside 
Domestic Arrivals or follow the signs 
to Edinburgh Trams beyond Domestic 
Arrivals where ticket vending 
machines are available. 

Please note: tram tickets should 
be purchased before travel or the on-
board fare of £10 will apply. 

Visit lothianbuses.com/airlink and 
edinburghtrams.com to plan your 
journey and for more information. 

If like most you want to discover 
the best of Edinburgh, why not get 
a new view from the top deck with 
Edinburgh Bus Tours? Hop on- 

hop off tickets that are valid for 24 
hours give you flexibility to explore 
sights including Edinburgh Castle, the  
Palace of Holyroodhouse and Royal 
Yacht Britannia. 

Specially trained guides will delight 
in telling you about their city or you 
can choose to listen to a multi-
lingual commentary, 
which is available in 
up to 10 different 
languages. 

With four five-

star city tours plus The Forth Bridges 
Bus & Boat Tour, Edinburgh Bus Tours 
offers something for everyone. See 
more for less with a multi-tour Grand 
or Royal ticket. The Royal Edinburgh 
Ticket includes entry to Edinburgh 
Castle, the Palace of Holyroodhouse 

and Royal Yacht Britannia, 
saving more than 20 per 

cent. Head to Waverley 
Bridge or visit 
edinburghtour.com 

to find out more. 

TWO ROUTES TO 
ONE AMAZING CITY

Welcome to Edinburgh – we invite you to travel into Scotland’s capital with Airlink or 
Edinburgh Trams before enjoying unbeatable views on board Edinburgh Bus Tours  

15
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ENTERTAINMENT {Edinburgh Playhouse}

The Edinburgh Playhouse is welcoming the return  
of two great shows this summer – Chicago and Cats

The international award-
winning Broadway and West End 
musical Chicago takes us back to  
the 1920s when it comes to 
Edinburgh in June. 

John Partridge (EastEnders, 
Cats) takes on the role of Billy 
Flynn alongside Hayley Tamaddon 
(Coronation Street, Grease) as Roxie 
Hart and X Factor winner and  

real-life prison warden Sam Bailey 
as Matron ‘Mama’ Morton. The 
show features a score of well-known 
songs, including All That Jazz and 
Razzle Dazzle.

 In July, Andrew Lloyd-Webber’s 
extraordinary record-breaking 
smash-hit musical Cats is back in 
town. Adapted from TS Eliot’s Old 
Possum’s Book of Practical Cats, 

the show is set on the night that 
the Jellicle Cats meet for the 
Jellicle Ball in a sparkling fusion of 
music, dance and verse. The show, 
known for its stunning costumes 
and choreography, features the 
legendary song Memory.

To buy tickets and find out more 
about these and many other shows, 
visit atgtickets.com/Edinburgh

BIG, BRILLIANT 
AND BACK!
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{The Edinburgh Dungeon} ATTRACTIONS

Since opening in 2001, the 
uniquely thrilling attraction has taken 
visitors from all over the world back to 
the most horrible bits from Scotland’s 
past. Guests can see, hear, smell and 
feel the country’s darkest stories as 
they come to life before their eyes.

 The attraction has been home to a 
whole host of characters over the last 
15 years, telling stories from centuries 
of Scotland’s darkest history. Visitors 
have come face-to-face with many 
frighteningly funny characters, from 
torturers and judges to local legends, 
including the cannibal clan of Sawney 

Bean and infamous murderous 
twosome Burke and Hare. Lucky 
victims can explore surroundings 
such as the plague-ravaged Street of 
Sorrows, the Anatomy Theatre of Dr 
Knox and the mysterious Old Craig 
House, where the latest Dungeon 

resident, the spine-chilling Green 
Lady, resides. As you discover their 
stories, you’ll feel yourself drawn into 
another world, where the boundaries 
between reality and the past blur.

Now, as the attraction celebrates its 
15th anniversary, it’s the perfect time 
to discover the darker side of centuries 
of Scotland’s history at the Dungeon 
with live action, special effects and 
thrilling rides.

 But be warned – as you make your 
way through the Dungeon, surprises 
are lurking in the darkness and will 
keep your senses on high alert as you 
anticipate what’s waiting around the 
next corner…

 
 
Visit www.thedungeons.com/
Edinburgh for more information  
and special offers. Tickets available 
from just £11.75 online.

THE HOME OF SCARY FUN!
Take a spine-chilling trip 
through Scotland’s darkest 
history, as The Edinburgh 
Dungeon celebrates its  
15th anniversary
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FASHION {Frontiers}

For Edinburgh’s sartorially savvy 
shoppers, Frontiers has long been 
associated with women’s fashion of 
the highest quality and style. 

Founded more than 20 years ago 
by Jane Forbes – herself a respected 
former fashion knitwear designer 
– Frontiers moved from the Royal 
Mile to a new home in the west end 
in 2007. 

With the addition of Jane’s 
daughter Kim the same year, the 
boutique has cemented its reputation 
for selecting the best big-name 
labels, as well as spotting up-and- 
coming designers. 

Last year, a new chapter opened for 
this iconic Edinburgh business, when 
Jane’s partner Nigel Pashey decided 
to leave his career as a successful 

commercial property surveyor and 
join the family business. 

The result is Frontiers Man, an 
entirely new shop located on William 
Street, which brings the Frontiers 
ethos into menswear, with a carefully 
selected range of labels, including 
many that are otherwise tricky to 
find in Scotland.

“We looked around and saw there 
really weren’t any independent 
menswear shops in Edinburgh selling 
the brands we were interested in – 
certainly very few that were close to 
what we had planned,” said Nigel.

“In both shops, we take great  
care in sourcing the labels and 
designers we want to work with, and 
I’d definitely say there are certain 
things that we look for. We avoid 

anything too over-designed, or which 
pushes the brand, working on the 
principle that understated style is 
much more powerful.

“Particularly when you’re talking 
about designer fashion, there’s a 
perception that there are styles for 
the young and styles for the old. One 
of the things that’s made Frontiers so 
successful is that it caters for a very 
wide age range, offering clothes that 
cross the generations. 

“We’re definitely bringing that 
same ethos into Frontiers Man – 
great style is timeless, ageless and 
should be for everyone.”

Frontiers Woman is at 16 Stafford St, 
Edinburgh, and Frontiers Man is just 
around the corner, at 4 William Street.

THE STYLED FRONTIER

Frontiers in Edinburgh is the place to find a great choice in designer clothing
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IT’S A RANGE  
FOR ALL 
SEASONS
Travellers passing through Brora’s newly 
opened store in Edinburgh Airport are  
being captivated by the Scottish knitwear 
company’s colourful displays, as well  
as by the range of products on offer.  
Now, with the summer collection in  
store, there are more reasons than ever  
to pay a visit to the new shop

SHOPPING {Luxury cashmere}

It might be approaching the height of summer in 
Edinburgh, but Scottish cashmere should always have 
its place in your wardrobe. That’s according to Victoria 
Stapleton, the founder and creative director of Brora, 
who oversaw the launch of the brand’s 800 sq ft retail 
space in Edinburgh Airport in March. 

Brora is one of Britain’s best-loved and most successful 
modern cashmere brands. Since its birth in 1993, the 
business has grown into a fully-fledged fashion label 
with its own distinctive viewpoint – wearable, subtle but 
highly individual, and British made.

Victoria has taken care to select a range of styles for 
the Edinburgh Airport store from Brora’s extensive 
collection, suited to appeal to the fashion-conscious 
traveller – wherever they come from.

“This season, our collection is bursting with colour, 
and with our cashmere cardigans available in 16 different 
shades, people who love the shape and feel can find it 
in any style they want,” Victoria told Capital magazine. 
“And it’s always a great idea to have your genuine Scottish 
cashmere cardy with you, even on a beautiful warm day. 
You never know when it will come in handy!”

Brora’s colours for the spring summer collection come 
from three different themes – Harvest, Odyssey and 
Open Window – each with its own distinctive colour 
palette. “Harvest is inspired by golden summer evenings, 
a celebration of the land,” said Victoria. 

“You can see the sun spilling over ripe fields, pale 
grasses, wild poppies, reflected in shades of artichoke 
greens, maize and eggshell. 

“Odyssey transports you to the Greek islands, with the 
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{Luxury cashmere} SHOPPING

colours of the sea standing out against  
the white-washed buildings and their bold 
blue doorways. The colour palette includes 
shell pink and dove grey and the odd 
shimmer of gold.

“Open Window is inspired by a recent 
exhibition I saw of artwork by Henri 
Matisse, and the bold, bright colours and 
painterly shapes in his work. It has a very 
free-spirited, holiday feeling to it.”

It’s not all about cashmere, of course. At 
this time of year, linen becomes a staple, 
with Brora specialising in linen weaves in 
gingham, prints and different textures, as 
well as throughout their menswear. 

Brora’s spring/summer collection includes 
exclusive prints, many of which have been 
created through its collaboration with 
Liberty London. As well as being full of 
colour, the collection is also designed with 
the traveller in mind. 

“Our Liberty jersey dresses are brilliant 
for travelling,” said Victoria. “You can roll 
them up in your suitcase, pull them out 
when you arrive and shake them out without 
any crumples. We have five styles of Liberty 
jersey dresses in the collection, some 
sleeveless, some with a sleeve, all about  
knee length.

“Another new design for this season is 
our cashmere poncho, which is light knitted 

with a triangular shape to easily pop over 
your head. It’s great for travelling with, and 
it comes in six Brora shades.

“People are also attracted by the soft 
accessories that are easy to pick up at the 
airport, either to wear on the plane or as a 
gift. The range includes a variety of printed 
scarves in different styles that sit well with 
the colours of our cashmere range, but come 
in at a good price point. 

“We also do beautiful swimwear, again 
working closely with Liberty, which has 
produced some of our prints on high-quality 
bikini fabric, with a new cut for this summer.”

One of Victoria’s highlights in the 
collection is the children’s range, including 
the ‘Hippy Hearts’ print. 

“I fell in love with these designs 
immediately,” said Victoria. “As well as 
blouses and T-shirts, we do a Hippy Heart 
print dress and harem trousers, which 
kids love to wear because they are so 
comfortable. 

“We’ve been finding a lot of interest in 
the children’s collection and the Brora baby 
range at the airport – probably because 
there’s nothing else out there quite like it.”

Whether you are travelling on business 
or pleasure, be sure to pay a visit to the new 
Brora store to pick up your own piece of 
summer inspiration.

“This 
season our 
collection 
is bursting 

with 
colour, and 

with our 
cashmere 
cardigans 

available in 
16 different 

shades, 
people who 

love the 
shape and 

feel can find 
it in any 

style they 
want”
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DISCOVER LIFE’S 
LITTLE LUXURIES

Multrees Walk is the perfect destination for those who enjoy the finer things in life

SANDRO 
Renol £290
This season is intended as a peaceful revolution 
that preaches love, freedom and peace, leaving 
aside discipline and rigid attitudes. The desire 
to create a laid-back wardrobe is transcribed 
through floral prints, guipure lace, fringes 
and the peace and love motif, in a palette of 
soothing tones and easy silhouettes.

HARVEY 
NICHOLS 
John Elliott
Designed to 
solve basic 
wardrobe 
problems with 
a modern eye 
and attention 
to detail, John 
Elliott’s neutral 
heavy line 
creates the 
coolest basics, 
perfect for those 
who prefer to 
travel in style. 
Black zipped 
cotton sweatshirt 
and Escobar Grey 
jersey jogging 
trousers, 
£190 each. 

NORTH AMERICA 
TRAVEL SERVICE
Looking for a gift that 
will impress?  How about 
a short break?  Enjoy 
three nights at the 
Chelsea Hotel, Toronto, 
with non-stop flights 
from Edinburgh with 
Air Canada Rouge, from 
only £650 per person.  
Toronto has so much 
to offer with a lively 
lake and harbour front, 
vibrant restaurant and 
night life scene and 
amazing shopping. For 
further details, email 
edinburgh@nats-uk.com 
or call 0131 557 7545. 
Visit www.northamerica 
travel service.co.uk 

TOMMY 
HILFIGER 
New arrival for 
spring/summer 
Menswear. Find 
the Old-port Crew 
Neck jumper at 
Tommy Hilfiger 
Multrees Walk, 
Edinburgh, £100.
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SASSOON SALON 
Sassoon Professional Halo 
Hydrate
£18 (150ml)
Great for all hair types, 
Sassoon Professional 
Halo Hydrate leave-in 
conditioner invisibly 
conditions hair, detangles 

and removes static for an all-
day soft and sensuous look. 
A perfect travel companion 
for sleek, glamorous hair 
wherever you may be.

{Multrees Walk} SHOPPING

REISS
The Yen dress 

comes in a vivid 
red hue that will 

inject instant colour 
into your wardrobe. 
It’s laser cut to 
a draped, short 
sleeved silhouette 
and is detailed 
with ruching at 
the waist that 
will flatter the 
female form. 
Keep accessories 
simple to let it 
steal the focus it 
deserves. £170.

THE PEN SHOP 
Three iconic Marvel 
Super Heroes 
meet the dual-
function writing 
instrument that 
flips to transform 
from a pen to a 
stylus in a flash. 
Each sleek Tech2 
design features a 
character emblem 
and iconic 
design details 
emblazoned on 
vibrant metallic 
lacquers bringing 
a bit of heroics 
to everyday 
writing tasks. 
Cross Tech 2 
Marvel Iron Man 
Ball Pen with 
Stylus, £30.

LINKS OF LONDON 
Inspired by clusters of bubbles in just-poured 
fizz, the collection now sparkles with new 
styles adorned with fresh-water pearls and 
pavé diamonds. Available in 18kt rose gold 
and sterling silver. Effervescence extension 
sterling silver blue pavé diamond and 
freshwater pearl necklace, £195.

VINCAFFE
Valvona & Crolla VinCaffè  
Wine Room private dining 
experience.
Enjoy a five course menu of 
regional Italian dishes with 

complimenting wines from our 
award winning list. An intimate 
experience for up to eight guests 
at £50 per person.  To book 
e-mail reservations@vincaffe.
co.uk, telephone 0131 557 0088.

NESPRESSO
Prodigio is the first connected Nespresso 
machine that combines coffee pleasure 
with additional connectivity benefits. 
With its functions ensuring you never 
run out of capsules, allowing you to 
programme a coffee at your desired 
time and receiving alerts to assist you 
in your machine maintenance, Prodigio 
lets you enjoy your coffee and leaves your 

smartphone to take 
care of the rest. The 

Prodigio & 
Milk comes 
with an 
integrated 
Aeroccino3 
milk frother, 
for lovers of 
cappuccino 
and latte. 
Prodigio £159,       
Prodigio & 
Milk at £199.
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ACCOMMODATION {Carberry Tower}

One of Scotland’s great mansion houses, 
which once provided a childhood holiday 
home for the Queen, is now a luxurious 
destination for visitors from across the world.

Carberry Tower Mansion House and 
Estate stands in East Lothian on the  
gateway to Scotland’s “golf coast”. It has  
30 en-suite rooms, including what have 
been described as “some of the finest suites 
in the Edinburgh area” and four newly 
completed luxury lodges.

A £4 million restoration, which was 
completed in 2014, has created a spectacular 
country house hotel that comes with its  
own unique history.

Carberry records date back to the 11th 
century when King David I granted the land 
to the monks of Dunfermline Abbey. The 
main foundation stones of the initial tower 
were laid in 1480 and over the centuries, a 
succession of famous Scottish families has 
added to the building, which now extends 
over 40,000 sq ft and four storeys. 

The 35-acre estate’s royal connections are 
long and notable. Mary Queen of Scots was 
captured on Carberry Hill in 1567 before 
being imprisoned. Mary Bowes Lyon, sister 
of the Queen Mother, lived in Carberry 
until 1960. Around the time portrayed in the 
award-winning movie, The King’s Speech, the 
Royal family were regular visitors and the 

GRANDEUR AND GRACE
estate proved a popular playground 
with the then Princess Elizabeth and her 
sister, Margaret.

The current owners, Andrew and Jill 
Mitchell, also began their connection with 
Carberry in childhood. Andrew would visit 
the estate as a youngster in the 1980s. “I fell 
in love with the place,” he said. “And when Jill 
and I got married in 2003, we lived at a home 
in the grounds for about four years. At the 
time, we had a deep sense of destiny that we 
would become owners of the whole estate.” 

In June 2015, that opportunity arose, and 
a six-month buying process ended at 2pm on 
Christmas Eve when they became owners. 

The couple have ambitious plans: “We 
want to make Carberry Tower Mansion 
House and Estate a place of international 
renown and distinction. We are opening a 
bistro and a fine dining restaurant and plan 
to stage regular events.”

Carberry’s location makes it ideal for golf 
lovers. It’s on the doorstep of some of the 
world’s most famous golf courses including 
Muirfield and Gullane, while St Andrews and 
Carnoustie are a short drive away.

Andrew concluded: “There is nowhere 
better if you want to experience something 
authentically Scottish that covers a breadth 
of history and is only 15 minutes from the 
centre of one of Europe’s finest cities.”

“Visit 
Carberry 

Tower 
and you 

feel a deep 
sense of 

connection 
and 

wholeness. 
It’s a place 

where 
honour, 
respect, 

care, love, 
integrity 
and grace 
are to the 

fore”

Historic Carberry Tower has 
been transformed into a beautiful 
country house hotel fit for a queen
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TAXING TIMES FOR 
HOME BUYERS

New Scottish Government legislation on property taxes has had an impact on higher-end 
homes and now potentially on buyers taking their first step on the housing ladder

The property market in east 
central Scotland has recently been 
impacted by several pieces of new 
Scottish Government legislation that 
have shaken up the way people pay 
property tax.

From 1 April 2015, Land and 
Buildings Transaction Tax (LBTT) 
replaced Stamp Duty, and this meant 

that those buying properties over 
£333,000 would now pay more tax. 

In December 2015, the Scottish 
Government announced in the 
budget that there would be a new tax 
on second homes to be introduced 
from 1 April 2016. It was intended 
as a way to help cool the buy-to-let 
market, and to give extra help to first 

time buyers. Over the last year, we’ve 
seen that these pieces of legislation 
have created fluctuations in the 
property market, for high-end homes 
last year, and one and two-bedroom 
flats this year. 

LBTT’s effect could be seen 
at the end of 2014, following its 
announcement, when there was a 



Over the last 
year, we’ve 
seen that 

these pieces 
of legislation 
have created 
fluctuations 

in the 
property 
market

Maria  
Botha-Lopez, 

 ESPC Business 
Analyst 
above

{ESPC} PROPERTY MARKET

29

SPEAK TO THE EXPERTS AT ESPC...
As with any large investment, it’s vital to seek professional advice from the experts. With the correct 
guidance and advice from ESPC’s wide range of property experts, buyers and sellers can be supported 
right the way through the process, from advice on the right area to managing the property, ensuring 
that any investment is sensible and manageable. Contact one of our local experts by visiting espc.com

large increase in the number of top-end 
homes being brought to market. Buyers 
rushed to snap up homes over £333,000 
before 1 April, to avoid paying the higher tax 
rate for properties. 

This increase in top-end homes being sold 
resulted in average selling prices increasing 
in the first quarter of 2015, and then 
dropping in the second quarter. 

Average house prices were also driven 
up by a decrease in available housing stock. 
While the number of new homes brought 
to market between the months of January 
and March decreased by 3 per cent annually, 
we are still comparing the number of new 
listings with the period last year when the 
LBTT tax change was announced. 

By the end of the first quarter of 2016, 
there was huge demand for buy-to-let 
properties. This has kept sales growth steady, 
with the number of homes sold in east 
central Scotland between January and March 
of 2016 increasing by 2.9 per cent annually. 

This could be attributed to the demand 
for popular buy-to-let properties, as people 
chose to buy before they would have to pay a 
3 per cent tax supplement on second homes 
after 1 April 2016. 

Over the last four months, we found that 
one and two-bedroom flats were in the 
highest demand, particularly in areas such as 

Leith, Easter Road and Gorgie, which attract 
the buy-to-let market. The demand for  
these types of properties created a surge 
in average selling prices for these types of 
properties in the first quarter of 2016. Both 
one-bedroom flats in the Leith Walk area 
and two-bedroom flats in the Newington 
area, typically popular with students, have 
increased by 16.3 per cent.

While the second homes tax was 
introduced to help first-time buyers 
get on to the property market, up to its 
implementation we have seen higher average 
prices for the types of property 
that would attract first-time buyers. We will 
also need to see whether the effect on the 
buy-to-let market results in increased rents, 
which could make it harder for first-time 
buyers to save for a deposit.  

However, one other piece of legislation 
could give first-time buyers a hand in saving, 
as a new Personal Savings Allowance came 
into effect from 1 April. 

You can now earn up to a maximum of 
£1,000 in interest on savings without paying 
any tax per year, depending on which tax 
bracket you are in.

We will have to wait until the second 
quarter of 2016 to see what the property 
market will look like when the impact of 
Government legislation should taper off. 
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OPEN-PLAN HOMES
As we enjoy the longer hours of daylight over the summer, a home that offers flexible 

living with a bright, light open space and easy access to the garden is perfect  
for these warmer days. On espc.com, you will find a huge variety of homes for  

sale, but here is our pick of the properties with open-plan living

DETAILS
7b Mavisbank Grange, Loanhead  

EH20 9SZ; offers over £495,000; four-bed 
semi-detached house with three public 

rooms, viewing 0131 253 2171; ref: 364107

DETAILS
29 Seaforth Drive, Edinburgh EH4 2BZ; 
offers over £460,000; three-bed terraced 

house with two public rooms, viewing  
0131 253 2889; ref: 362832

This modern bespoke-
designed home within 
a luxury courtyard 
development has a 
clean, minimalist look 
and an extensive garden 
that looks out onto 
countryside. The living 
area has cathedral-like 
windows that open out 
onto the garden, and 
a mezzanine level to 
fully enjoy the space 
and light. The kitchen 
and dining area has 
concertina doors that 
open to the garden, 
allowing you to easily 
enjoy the outdoors.

The living space of this 
traditional Victorian 
terraced home in Blackhall 
has been converted to 
create a seamless kitchen, 
dining and living area, with 
bi-fold doors that open 
out to a patio area, and 
beyond that is the garden. 
While this space creates a 
contemporary feel, the rest 
of the home has fantastic 
period features such as a 
bay window, cornicing and 
traditional mantelpiece. 

VIEW TO THE  
COUNTRY

VICTORIAN 
CONVERSION

UNDER O
FFER
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Note: All property information was correct at time of print. 

Search by school 
catchment area 
Exclusively on espc.com

DETAILS
1 Avon Road, Cramond, Edinburgh  

EH4 6LA; offers over £825,000; four-bed 
detached house with four public rooms, 

viewing 0131 253 2171; ref: 363892

From the outside, this cottage 
has a storybook feel to it with its 
garden with mature trees, ivy-
clad facade and gable entrance, 
but the interior has undergone 
a tasteful and stylish conversion 
that really opens up the living 
space. The open-plan kitchen, 
dining and sitting area has a 
wood-burning stove and Aga to 
ensure it stays cosy, while floor-
to-ceiling glass doors allow this 
space to open out to the garden 
and spacious decking area. 

MODERN FAIRYTALE
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This spacious 
terraced villa is 
part of a steading 
conversion within 
the historic 
Dundas estate in 
South Queensferry, 
and is spread out 
over three floors, 
with a private 
garden to the 
front. The south-
facing family room 
is open-plan to the 
fully-fitted dining 
kitchen, which has 
a warm, country 
feel to it. A skylight 
with wooden 
beams, along with 
glazed doors to the 
private patio, allow 
in the light. 

Located close to 
Easter Road, this 
two-bedroom  
flat could make 
a great purchase 
for a first-time 
buyer. The  
open-plan kitchen, 
dining and living 
space also benefits  
from a south-
facing balcony, 
which has space 
for a table and 
chairs, and 
provides fantastic 
views to Arthur’s 
Seat. Another 
great feature is 
that the master 
bedroom has an 
en-suite bathroom 
and dressing area. 

HOME ON A 
STEADING

FLAT 
WITH 
A VIEW

DETAILS
10 Dundas Home Farm, South Queensferry 
EH30 9SS; offers over £500,000; five-bed 

terraced house with two public rooms, 
viewing 0131 253 2982; ref: 363215

DETAILS
12/14 Albion Gardens, Edinburgh  

EH7 5NS; offers over £175,000; two-bed 
top-floor flat with one public room, viewing  

0131 253 2858; ref: 364252



FLAT 
WITH 
A VIEW
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{The Real Mary King’s Close} ATTRACTIONS

A time capsule of hidden streets, guests 
visiting The Real Mary King’s Close can 
step back in time and uncover Edinburgh’s 
incredible past. As well as discovering real 
history, guests can enjoy traditional Scottish 
dishes in the café and take home a piece of 
Scotland from The Made in Scotland range of 
souvenirs available in the attraction’s shop.

THE ROYAL EXCHANGE  
COFFEE HOUSE
The Royal Exchange Coffee House is the 
perfect place for guests to relax before or after 
a tour of the world-famous closes. The menu 
features traditional favourites and Scottish 
produce. With a range of delicious dishes from 
haggis, neeps and tatties to highland cullen 
skink, there’s plenty on the menu for guests to 
savour the real Taste of Scotland.

AFTERNOON TEA
Guests can enjoy an extra special afternoon 
tea experience in the truly unique venue of 
The Royal Exchange Coffee House. Served 
daily between 1pm and 3pm, the afternoon 
tea includes sumptuous sandwiches, mini 
pâtisseries, French macaroons and freshly 
baked scones topped with jam and cream,  
all accompanied by a pot of loose leaf tea  
or speciality coffee. 

MADE IN SCOTLAND
Just as a picture tells a thousand words, so 

too do the products in the Made in Scotland 
range at The Real Mary King’s Close. Each 
product has its own unique story and many 
have been handmade in Scotland. Guests 
will be able to discover the individual stories 
behind the products as they browse the shop. 
Highlights include tartan notepads from 
Waverley Books, organic craft chocolate by 
Chocolate Tree and handmade Highland coo 
key rings and brooches.

The Real Mary King’s Close is open every 
day from 10am-9pm. Tours last one hour and 
run every 15 minutes. Bookings can be made  
in advance online, or stop by to explore  
in person. 

EVENTS
May is Scotland’s Whisky Month and to 
celebrate, The Real Mary King’s Close is 
launching The Perfect Blend, a new whisky 
tasting experience in partnership with  
Royal Mile Whiskies. Each specially selected 
dram will be accompanied by organic craft 
chocolate. Throughout May.

To celebrate World Gin Day, The Real 
Mary King’s Close and Edinburgh Gin 
have teamed up to create an exclusive 
Gin Tasting Tour on 11 June. Guests 
will be able explore Edinburgh’s 
hidden history while enjoying a 
selection of local gins paired with 
freshly made canapés. 

Tickets for 
these special 

events are 
available to 
book now on 
our website 

www. 
realmary 

kingsclose.
com

The Real Mary King’s 
Close achieves five stars

A REAL TASTE  
OF SCOTLAND

35
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ATTRACTIONS {The Scotch Whisky Experience}

HISTORY LESSON
WITH SPIRIT

As Edinburgh  
Airport celebrates  

its centenary, we look 
back at another 

Edinburgh landmark, 
which 100 years ago  

was a school, but  
is now The  

Scotch Whisky 
Experience
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{The Scotch Whisky Experience} ATTRACTIONS

Scotland’s busiest airport 
welcomes more than 11 million passengers 
annually, many of whom are here on holiday. 
Learning about our national drink, Scotch 
whisky, is often high on their holiday hit list.

The Scotch Whisky Experience, a modern 
five-star visitor attraction close to Edinburgh 
Castle, is one of the best places in Edinburgh 
to learn and understand more about whisky. 
What is fascinating about the building which 
houses The Scotch Whisky Experience is 
that 100 years ago it was a thriving school. 

Like the airport and so much of our 
intriguing city, the venue has seen 
considerable change and development over 
the years, but at its heart, the building still 
focuses on education and inspiration.

Set at the top of the Royal Mile, just a 
stone’s throw from the castle, the building 
was originally built to offer a different type 
of education when it opened as Castlehill 
School in 1888. At its peak, the school could 
accommodate up to 899 pupils – quite a 
squeeze, considering the size of the building. 

Both boys and girls were enrolled in the 
school, but the building was designed to 
ensure their paths would never cross, with 
separate entrances and staircases; a design 
feature that exists in the building today and 
creates the perfect route for guests taking the 

Experience’s renowned tour.
The school roll remained steady right 

up until the Second World War, when 
many children were evacuated to the 
Scottish Borders. After this, pupil numbers 
never really recovered due to changing 
demographics in Edinburgh’s Old Town, with 
the school finally closing its doors in 1951. 

After this, it went through a number of 
guises, including a catering school and a Civil 
Defence office, before being redeveloped 
and opened as The Scotch Whisky Heritage 
Centre in 1988. 

Although satchels may have been replaced 
by spirits, The Scotch Whisky Experience 
is still fulfilling the educational remit 
Castlehill School used to play and has firmly 
established itself as the flag-bearer of whisky 
tourism in Scotland. With many distilleries 
located in remote areas, the venue provides 
a convenient location in the country’s capital 
to learn about whisky, with more than 
300,000 novices and experts alike passing 
over its threshold each year. 

As visitors walk around the historic 
building where children once played, small 
reminders of its origins still remain, with 
a number of architectural gems to 
spot. While the venue has undergone 
two major refurbishments during its 

The striking 
Castlehill Room 

is named after 
the former  

school in 
which The 

Scotch Whisky 
Experience is 

housed 

Drams poured 
since opening: 

7.5 million  
• 

World’s 
Largest 

Collection of 
Scotch Whisky: 

3,384 bottles  
• 

Most expensive 
whisky sold: 

Balvenie 
50 year old 

£27,500 
• 

Least 
expensive 

whisky sold:  
The Famous 

Grouse 
Miniature,  

£2.75
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ATTRACTIONS {The Scotch Whisky Experience}

lifetime – when it initially 
opened in 1988 and more 
recently to upgrade it into 

the modern facility it is now – the 
character of the old building still 
shines through.

Alongside a bubbling barrel ride 
which whisks visitors through 500 
years of whisky history in just over 
10 minutes, tours of the attraction 
also include expertly guided 
whisky tastings, and the jewel in 
the attraction’s crown – the World’s 
Largest Collection of Scotch Whisky. 

Returning to its Scottish home in 
2009 after being sold by Brazilian 
whisky collector Claive Vidiz, the 
collection comprises 3,384 bottles of 
Scotch Whisky, with the oldest bottle 
dating back more than 120 years – 
even older than the airport.

Susan Morrison, General Manager 
of The Scotch Whisky Experience, 
explained the unique insight the 
collection’s history offers: “Despite 
its history and longevity, the Scotch 
Whisky industry is always changing 
and adapting to the needs of its  
global audience. The 20th century 
proved a bit of a roller coaster for 
the spirit, with numerous peaks and 
troughs in the drink’s popularity 
against the backdrop and upheaval of 
world events. 

“The collection created by Claive 
Vidiz helps to paint a picture of the 
Scotch whisky industry from the 
late 19th century right up until the 
present day, and it includes a vast 
variety of bottlings from distilleries 
that have now fallen silent.”

Other indications of the building’s 
past history can also be seen 
downstairs within The Scotch 

Whisky Experience. Where the 
pupils once sat in rows at their 
desks, there is now a superb bar and 
restaurant – Amber. While the tables 
are less formally arranged, the food 
has most definitely improved, with 
David Neave and his expert team 
scouring Scotland to source the  
best produce the country has to  
offer – all washed down with a  
superb dram, of course.

No doubt the teachers of the past 
would have been fascinated to see 
the transformation of the building, 
which now houses a fantastic shop 
with the largest selection of whiskies 
for sale in the city and experts on 
hand to help buyers. They might also 
enjoy the old assembly hall, where 
the original beams are still on show, 
but which is now a part of a suite 
of superb meeting, conference and 
event rooms, all recently refurbished.

To further reflect the building’s 

educational roots, visitors can also 
take their whisky education to the 
next level, with the more in-depth 
tours, masterclasses and courses. The 
popular Morning Masterclass takes 
advantage of visitors’ fresh senses 
first thing in the morning with more 
advance nosing and tasting sessions. 

Alongside this, The Scotch Whisky 
Training School is a highly acclaimed, 
full-day experience, which is suitable 
for both whisky enthusiasts and 
an essential training tool for those 
looking to enter the industry. 

With sessions in the origins and 
development of Scotch whisky, tutored 
tastings and sensory perception 
tests, and a quick guide in the art of 
blending, participants can leave with 
a Certificate of Expertise in the Sales 
and Service of Scotch Whisky.

For both private and corporate 
groups, The Scotch Whisky 
Experience can also create bespoke 
group packages, bringing an element 
of education, and fun, to an event. 

Popular options include a unique 
‘Blend Your Own’ session, where 
individuals create their own blend  
and a short tutorial in nosing a few 
special whiskies which represent the 
spirit of Scotland.

Edinburgh is home to so much 
history and heritage and The Scotch 
Whisky Experience is no exception.

So next time you land at Edinburgh 
Airport, make sure you include a visit 
to the attraction on your itinerary and 
enjoy learning and understanding 
more about one of the world’s most 
famous drinks. Slainte!

TOP 3 
MARKETS 
1. USA
2. France
3. China
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More than £200m worth of 
investment has been committed to 
the iconic Trump Turnberry Resort in 
South Ayrshire. 

The jewel in the crown of the region 
has been a landmark building, with its 
whitewashed walls and recognisable 
terracotta roof, for more than 100 
years, first opening its doors in 1906. 

Located just two hours from 
Edinburgh Airport, it sits within 800 
acres of land, with three golf courses, 
including the legendary Ailsa, home of 
four Open Championships. 

The hotel will reopen its doors on 
1 June, ready to welcome guests to 
experience the newly reborn Trump 
Turnberry, following a large-scale 

renovation by new owners The  
Trump Organization.

Each bedroom has been lavishly 
refurbished to the highest level of 
luxury, reflecting the indigenous 
nature of the resort. All will feature 
hand-carved, rich walnut mahogany 
and gold-gilded beds framed with 
canopies inspired by Turnberry’s  
own tartan, plus opulent Italian 
marble bathrooms.

Sympathetic changes to the Ailsa 
course are also under way in this 
phase, under the watchful eye of 
renowned architect Martin Ebert. 

The iconic Turnberry lighthouse is 
also being transformed into one of the 
sport’s finest half-way houses and one 

of the world’s most luxurious suites. 
Also due to open on 1 June, the new 

Ailsa course and refurbished hotel will 
be a truly exceptional experience for 
golfers and guests alike. 

In August 2016, The Donald J. 
Trump Ballroom will officially open 
its doors. This 500-capacity ballroom 
is an extension to the existing building 
and features floor-to-ceiling picture 
windows, offering spectacular  
views across the Championship  
links and beyond. 

To learn more or to reserve your 
Trump Turnberry experience,  
please call 01655 333 991 or visit 
www.trumpturnberry.com

TOP TRUMPS

£200m investment transforms Turnberry Resort’s iconic hotel and Ailsa course

ACCOMMODATION {Turnberry Resort}
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WHAT’S ON {Events}

Summer in the city is sizzling with a packed programme of events to fill the 
longer, lighter days. From inspiring visual art to mouth-watering  

food and drink events and world-class festivals, there’s  
so much to experience – rain or shine! 

SUMMER FUN

HERE ARE THE TOP  PICKS
FROM EDINBURGH’S BUZZING  
SUMMER CALENDAR TO LOOK 
FORWARD TO...

GUINNESS PRO12 FINAL
28 MAY 
BT Murrayfield, the home of Scottish 
rugby, hosts the Guinness Pro12  
Final for the first time this year.  
The much anticipated season climax 
will see two top Pro12 teams battle 
it out on this iconic pitch for 2016 
trophy. Rugby fans can expect an 
electric atmosphere and look  
forward to what is set to be a 
memorable match.

THE WHISKY STRAMASH
28 AND 29 MAY
The Whisky Stramash returns 
to the Surgeon’s Hall for its fifth  
year to continue its mission to  
bring whisky to the masses.  
Visitors will be able to sample a  
huge variety of whiskies from 
Scotland and beyond, and broaden 
their whisky knowledge with  
special experiences and advice  
from the experts on hand.

SUMMER NIGHTS AT  
EDINBURGH ZOO
JUNE 
For a really wild night out, head to 

Edinburgh Zoo on 2, 9, 23 and 30 
June for their roar-some adults-only 
event Summer Nights. Explore  
the zoo after hours and find out  
more about its animal residents  
and the zoo’s conservation and 
scientific work. There will also be  
a silent disco, comedy and street  
food on offer. 

THE EDINBURGH CUP RACEDAY
4 JUNE 
One of the highlights of the race 
calendar at Musselburgh Racecourse, 
The Edinburgh Cup Raceday 
promises a Saturday filled with 
anticipation and excitement, with 

Gramaphone Jazz Band at 
the Edinburgh Jazz and Blues 

Festival. © Simon Williams
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{Events} WHAT’S ON

a total prize fund of £145,000. The 
entertainment continues after the 
races are complete with a DJ set 
from Radio 1’s Greg James. 

EXPLORE EUROPE
FIRST SATURDAY OF EACH 
MONTH FROM 4 JUNE  
From 6-7pm, enjoy a tutored wine 
tasting at Hotel du Vin, based in a 
different European country each 
time. Collect a stamp at each tasting 
and receive a special gift when 
you complete your journey around 
Europe. £25 per person.  

EDINBURGH JUNIPER FESTIVAL
10-12 JUNE 
Gin is the thing in Edinburgh; with 
two distilleries and a host of dedicated 
gin bars, it’s hardly a surprise that 
the city dedicates three days of the 
year to the juniper-based tipple. The 
Edinburgh Juniper Festival celebrates 
World Gin Day (11 June) with a 
line-up of some of the  best craft gin 
producers from Scotland and beyond 
all under one roof in Summerhall. 
Get more familiar with the craft gin 
revolution with talks by industry 
experts, tastings, cocktails and more.  

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL 
MAGIC FESTIVAL
1-8 JULY
Expect mystery and jaw-dropping 
moments aplenty at this year’s 
Edinburgh International Magic 
Festival. Showcasing the talent 
of magicians from around the 
world, the festival offers a diverse 
programme of live performances 
for all ages. Look out for cunning 

sleight-of-hand, mind-blowing 
illusions and astounding mentalism.  

EDINBURGH CASTLE CONCERTS
JULY 
Each summer, Edinburgh Castle’s 
iconic Esplanade is turned into an 
epic outdoor concert venue. On the  
bill this year are Simply Red (14 
July), Stereophonics (15 and 16 
July) and Runrig (23 July). With the 
amazing backdrop of Edinburgh 
Castle, these gigs make for a night 
out to remember. 

EDINBURGH SUMMER FESTIVALS
JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 
With eight of Edinburgh’s 12  
major festivals taking place during 
June, July and August, the city  
is buzzing during the summer 
months. The Edinburgh 
International Film Festival kicks 
things off proceedings in June, 
followed by the Edinburgh Jazz & 
Blues Festival (15 to 24 July) and 
Edinburgh Art Festival (28 July to 
28 August), then August becomes 
a bustling hub of entertainment 
with the Edinburgh International 
Festival (5-29), Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe (5-29), The 
Royal Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo (5-27), Edinburgh 
International Book Festival 
(13-29) and Edinburgh Mela 
(27 and 28). Each of these 
festivals offer shows, talks 
and exhibitions by some of 
the world’s best performers, 
authors and artists – it’s  
an unmissable whirlwind  
of activity. 

FOODIES FESTIVAL
5-7 AUGUST
Now in its 11th year, Foodies  
Festival offers up three days of 
mouth-watering food and drink 
in Inverleith Park. Get some top 
tips from great chefs, including 
Adam Handling, Neil Forbes and 
Paul Wedgwood, put yourself to 
the test with the Jungle Bug Eating 
Challenge or pick up something tasty 
from the Street Food Avenue. There’s 
always a great atmosphere with live 
music and a range of bars, and when 
the sun is shining there’s no better 
way to spend a summer’s day.   

For more ideas of things to see and do 
in Edinburgh visit thisisedinburgh.
com or @edinburgh

Image © Foodies Festival Image © Colin Hattersley

The Foodies Festival, 
 left, and Edinburgh  

  International Magic Festival

Below: the Edinburgh Juniper 
Festival. Image © Till Britze
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AIRPORT NEWS {Latest updates}

Edinburgh Airport has 
expanded the number of routes 
available with the launch of new 
flights to France, Finland and Ireland.

Low-cost airline Transavia will 
operate four weekly flights on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Sundays to Paris Orly, with one-way 
fares from £31 per person including 
taxes and VAT. Both routes will 
be operated on B737-800 aircraft 
offering 189 seats.

For business travellers, the airline 
offers particularly attractive fares. 
These already include special 
services for greater comfort and 
flexibility such as its  ‘Max fare’ that 
enables passengers to change names 

on bookings and flight details up to 
two hours before their flight without 
a fee; choose every available seat 
and use Fast track security lanes at 
selected airports.

Finnair, meanwhile, will be 
operating three flights per week to 
Helsinki, with a fourth flight running 
between 22 June and 10 August 2016.

The journey takes just three hours 
and allows passengers from Scotland 
to take a shortcut to Asia via the 
Finnish capital, with passengers  
from Edinburgh now able to travel to 
Hong Kong in just 13 hours and  
15 minutes, Beijing in only 14 hours 
and 5 minutes, and Seoul in 14 hours 
and 30 minutes. 

And Aer Lingus Regional, operated 
by Stobart Air, has launched a new 
route from Edinburgh to Shannon in 
the west of Ireland. 

Operating six times weekly, fares 
start from £29.99 one way, including 
taxes and charges.

Edinburgh passengers flying 
to Shannon will also be able to 
take advantage of Aer Lingus’s 
transatlantic services to New York 
and Boston.

Shannon Airport offers US-bound 
passengers’ immigration and customs 
pre-clearance services, meaning no 
border checks upon arrival in the 
United States, avoiding potentially 
long queues.

NEW ROUTES OPEN  
UP THE WORLD

A girls’ football club, a 
social enterprise and a 
historical community 
project on the bank of 
the Firth of Forth are 
three of the latest non-
profit organisations to be 
awarded with a funding 
grant from The Edinburgh 
Airport Community Board.

Grants relate to one or 

more of our key themes 
of education, health and 
wellbeing, environment 
and community and, 
by the end of the year, 
Edinburgh Airport will 
have awarded £500,000 in 
grants since the Board was 
set up in 2012.

Successful recent 
applicants included 

Invisible (Edinburgh), 
Cramond and Barnton 
Community Council, and 
Blackburn United Girls.

Invisible (Edinburgh) 
is a new social enterprise 
that works with people 
who have been affected by 
homelessness and trains 
them to become walking 
tour guides. 

Blackburn United  
Girls received funding for  
new kit and training 
facilities allowing for 
expansion of the club’s 
teams, while Cramond 
and Barnton Community 
Council will use their 
funding to create three 
Cramond Heritage Trail 
orientation boards.

LOCAL GROUPS BENEFIT FROM AIRPORT’S COMMUNITY FUNDS 

Now you can fly to even more destinations from Scotland’s capital 
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AIRPORT NEWS {Latest updates}

Latest passenger numbers 
show that 927,200 people passed 
through Edinburgh airport in March, 
making it the busiest March ever.

 The greatest increase was in 
International passenger numbers, 
up from 358,450 last year to 493,200 
this year.

 Gordon Dewar, Edinburgh 
Airport’s Chief Executive, said: 
“These record-breaking passenger 
figures from March underline 
Edinburgh Airport’s growing 
international ambitions and are  
very welcome indeed.

 “We have seen a massive increase 
of 37.6 per cent in the number of 
international passengers and this 
highlights the ever-increasing draw 
of Edinburgh as a destination. This 
growth not only creates new jobs, but 
offers greater international links for 
this city and for all of Scotland.

 “Offering greater choice is key 
to our success. In conjunction 
with our partner airlines, we are 

continuing to offer new routes and 
more destinations – and passengers 
are responding by flying in and out 
of Edinburgh directly in greater 
numbers than ever before.

 “A recent independent economic 
impact study shows Edinburgh 

Airport contributes £1 billion 
annually to Scotland’s economy [see 
below]; this proves that success at 
Edinburgh Airport is good news for 
the whole country and we plan to 
keep offering even greater choice 
and delivering even more success.”

PASSENGER NUMBERS 
CONTINUE TO GROW

Record-breaking March figure confirms Edinburgh’s position as Scotland’s busiest airport

AIRPORT’S CONTRIBUTION TO LOCAL ECONOMY NEARS £1 BILLION
A recent study has found 
that Edinburgh Airport 
contributes nearly  
£1 billion to the Scottish 
economy ever year, and 
supports more than 23,000 
jobs across the country.

The study predicts that 
by 2020, Scotland’s capital 
city airport will be worth 
between £1.1 billion and 
£1.6 billion gross value 
added per year and the 
level of economic activity 
could support up to 40,300 
Scottish jobs. 

As much as half of those 
benefits will be felt outside 

the capital itself. The 
Airport now handles more 
than 11 million passengers 
a year, compared with 
around five million in 1999.

Malcolm Roughead, 
Chief Executive of 
VisitScotland, said: 
“Edinburgh Airport plays 
an important role in 
Scottish tourism, not least 

in offering many domestic 
and international visitors 
an introduction to our 
wonderful country.

“Strengthening air 
connectivity is key to 
growing the visitor 
economy and we welcome 
this predicted growth at 
Edinburgh Airport, which 
will have a knock-on effect 

for tourism across the 
whole of Scotland.”

Edinburgh’s Economy 
Convener, Councillor 
Gavin Barrie, added: “The 
number of passengers 
travelling through our 
airport has increased by 
22 per cent in the last four 
years making it the busiest 
airport in Scotland. As 
flight routes and passenger 
numbers continue to 
increase, so too will local 
job opportunities and the 
scale of the economic 
contribution associated 
with the airport.”
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SECTION {Sub-section}

NORTHERN 
ADVENTURE

Northern countries might not be top of 
everyone’s list for a summer holiday, but the entire  
region is a surprisingly popular tourist destination  
all year round. 

Dramatic fjords, scenic islands, volcanoes, lush forests, 

lakes and waterfalls attract people from all corners  
of the world. 

There’s also the draw of rugged adventures in Arctic 
wilderness to royal palaces and the chance of a glimpse  
of the Northern Lights. 

For this issue’s travel feature, we’re mixing up the seasons by  
taking a look at some regions typically considered winter 

destinations that are just as enchanting  to visit in summer
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NORTHERN 
ADVENTURE

The largest city and capital of Estonia, 
Tallinn combines modern comforts  
with a versatile nightlife and deep history.

Must-see places include the city’s  
walled, cobblestoned Old Town, home 
to many shops and cafés; the Estonian 
History Museum, dedicated to the  
country’s 20th-century history; the  
Gothic, towering Town Hall, which  
is the Baltic region’s oldest, and the 
Alexander Nevsky Cathedral. 

Built in a typical Russian Revival  
style between 1894 and 1900, the  
church has been beautifully restored  
and the rich decoration and 11 bells  
(one weighing 16 tonnes) make for 
spectacular photographs.

Couple these with a vibrant nightlife, 
culinary treats and pleasant weather  
and you’re in for a great time.

TALLINN, ESTONIA
AVERAGE WEATHER IN JULY: 18˚C

Tallinn is an exciting mix 
of old and modern



TRAVEL {Northern delights}

52

The lesser-known village of Flåm is, 
surprisingly, a very popular tourist 
destination and has been since the  
19th century.

One main draw to the location is the  
12-mile long railway line between Flåm  
and Myrdal, which is one of the steepest 
railway tracks in the world. 

Almost 80 per cent of the journey,  
which runs through steep mountains, 
breathtaking waterfalls and 20 tunnels  
before stopping at Myrdal mountain station 
867 meters above the ocean, has a gradient  
of 5.5 per cent. 

You can also combine your train journey 
by exploring the Flåm Valley on foot. This 
idyllic walk trails down the last section of the 
popular Rallar Road, ending back in Flåm.

FLÅM, NORWAY
AVERAGE WEATHER IN JULY: 19˚C

Enjoy the stunning scenery 
around Flåm by rail



53

Gothenburg is situated on Sweden’s west 
coast and is known for its Dutch-style 
canals and leafy boulevards. 

Avenyn, the city’s main thoroughfare, is 
lined with many shops and cafés, ideal for 
whiling away an afternoon.

However, if you’re more of a thrill-seeker, 
then Gothenburg’s theme park awaits you.

Liseber amusement park offers 
something for everyone, from the Balder 
– one of the biggest and most thrilling 
wooden rollercoasters in the world – to 
the Children’s Paradise, a huge kids’ 
playground. The AeroSpin – a plane 
adventure that is 35 metres above the park 
– is not for the faint-hearted, but does offer 
a spectacular view!

For a more cultural afternoon, the 
Gothenburg Museum of Art is worth a visit. 
The museum has three stars in Michelin’s 
Green Guide and houses Nordic collections 
dating from the 15th century.

Round off your trip with a waterside  
city tour in a Paddan canal boat, which will 
take you around the moat and canals of the 
city. Bliss!

GOTHENBURG, SWEDEN
AVERAGE WEATHER IN JULY: 16˚C

Gothenburg is a gem of a 
city with much to explore

{Northern delights} TRAVEL
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TAIL PLANE {Katie Woods}

Having the right kit with 
you when you travel makes such 
a difference. If you’re wearing, 
carrying or using goods that have 
been ergonomically designed with 
travel in mind, you’re likely to have a 
far better experience. 

Over the years, I’ve tried dozens 
and dozens of suitcases, travel 
jackets, headphones, eye masks,  
neck pillows – you name it, I’ve  
tried it. Most I could take or leave, 
but there are a few little gems that 
I won’t step on a plane for a long 
haul without (and no, I’m not  
being paid to promote any of  
them – these are genuinely just  
the ones I’d recommend).

There are a few things you can do 
to make any flight more comfortable 
and blocking out noise and light are 
right up there at the top of the list. 

The best way to cancel out 
the drone of the engines (or the 
screams of the babies and toddlers 
I inevitably seem to end up 
sitting next to) is a decent pair of 
headphones. 

My all-time favourites are Bose’s 
SoundTrue Ultras. They have a soft, 
proprietary seal that manages to 
block out pretty much everything. 
The tips rest on the outside of the 
ear canal and – apparently – the 
technology that makes them so 
effective is all down to a high-
precision driver for accurate 
reproduction. 

Whatever the science, they work 
and they’re good for music and 
movies. Not cheap at £129, but I 
really do feel they’re worth it.

I’m a rotten sleeper, 
even without jetlag 
(blame years of 
insomnia due to 
young children), 
so even at home, I 
sleep with my beloved 

Sound Oasis, firmly switched on to 
white noise so I drift off in minutes. 
I would never travel without that, 
but I also use Sound Oasis Pillow 
Speakers, which turn any pillow into 
a little sound station for zeds. Simply 
place under your pillow and enjoy 
your favourite music or sounds. Best 
of all, they don’t require batteries  
or power. 

I sleep with the comfortable, 
soft Tempur sleep mask in hotels, 
but when flying, I prefer the new 
Occles Travel Eyewear. They’re 
click-together shields, similar to 
some ski goggles, but they’re really 
lightweight, and shaped so that if 
you’re wearing eye makeup, it  
won’t smudge. I also use these 
occasionally when sunbathing and 
as they’re bridge-less, you 
don’t get annoying tan 
marks. Cheap at £22.

I’ve an entire cupboard 
at home filled with travel 
pillows. They’ll be going 
in the next charity shop 
run because, when it 
comes down to it, I 
always travel with 
the same one! My 
old fave is another 
Tempur product – 
their transit  
pillow, which  
gives the neck  
the most support. 

Airline blankets 
generally aren’t the 
cosiest, which is why 
I snuggle into my 

cashmere travelwrap on a long  
flight. It’s basically a large  
pashmina made of the softest 
cashmere possible, which you can 
wear with anything, night or day,  
or sleep with when travelling. 

If you’re changing time zones, 
I’d always say to pack melatonin 
(you can buy it in several countries, 
although not in the UK). And, of 
course, if you want to arrive bright 
eyed and bushy-tailed, don’t drink 
too much alcohol (temper it with 
plenty of water too).

It’s well known that long flights 
dehydrate your body, so unless 
you’re going to be getting a Business 
Class goodie bag, also pack some 
moisturiser, hand cream and lip salve.

Oh, and if you can’t sleep while 
listening to music or a movie, 

never step on a flight without 
ear plugs. As sure as eggs 
is eggs, that small person 
cutting his first molar will 

be just a few feet away…

STRESS LESS
Travelling can be a pain in the neck, but with the right gear to entertain, 

relax and cosset you on your flight, you can create an oasis of calm

WRITE ON
Katie Wood has been a full-time 
travel writer and broadcaster for 
more than 25 years. Author of 39 
guidebooks, she has worked for 
national newspapers across the 

UK and is travel editor for  
The Sunday Post.
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