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EXPLORE CENTURIES
OF OUR HISTORY!
Welcome

to the spring
issue of Capital magazine – and
to the Year of History, Heritage
and Archaeology, a celebration of
Scotland’s amazing and iconic assets.
Our feature on pages 6-9
showcases just some of the many
incredible buildings and structures,
some dating back more than 5,000
years! Check out our guide to
what’s on throughout the year
and follow in the footsteps of our
fascinating ancestors.
The new season also heralds the
launch of a packed programme of
cultural events, ranging from puppet
shows to the International Science
Festival. Our What’s On feature on
pages 42-45 gives you a taste of just
some of the great events on offer.
The airport itself has been in the
headlines recently for a number of
reasons – including its starring role
in one of the year’s biggest movies,
T2 Trainspotting.

Check out our article on pages
11-13 where we take a tour of some
of the other world-famous
Edinburgh locations that feature
on the big screen.
There’s been a real buzz about the
airport in recent month as it was
revealed that, once again, it smashed
the record for the number of
passengers at any Scottish airport,
with more than 12 million people
flying through Edinburgh in 2016.
The airport is so much more than
just a travel hub – it’s now one of the

city’s major shopping destinations
following a significant investment in
the retail area, bringing some of the
top fashion names to the airport and
creating 100 new retail jobs.
There’s exciting news too for
Capital with the launch of the
magazine’s sister website in April.
It’s a fantastic guide to shopping,
what’s on across the city and beyond,
attractions, the best places to eat and
so much more! It’s also a great new
platform for advertisers to reach
Edinburgh’s 12 million passengers.
Contact David Hughes on 0131
561 0022 for more information on
marketing opportunities
Check out the new website at
www.capitalexperience.co.uk – it’s
the latest must-visit destination!
Happy reading!
Rob Lang, Head of Marketing
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ATTRACTIONS {Scotland’s culture}

The iconic Forth Bridge,
the most recent World
Heritage site

SCOTLAND’S YEAR OF
HISTORY, HERITAGE AND
ARCHAEOLOGY 2017
From Neolithic Orkney to the Victorian splendour of the Forth Bridge,
explore and celebrate our country’s centuries of cultural riches

Scotland

has a wealth of rich
history that has carved its way through the
landscapes and shaped the people who live
here. The country has a strong heritage, and
this year is its chance to shine, as Scotland
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celebrates the Year of History, Heritage
and Archaeology 2017. Putting all things
historic in the limelight, the year also
includes a number of special events for
you to experience.

{Scotland’s culture} ATTRACTIONS

The Royal Mile in
Edinburgh’s
Old Town

The 230-year-old
cotton mill buildings
at New Lanark e

SCOTLAND’S UNESCO WORLD
HERITAGE SITES
Did you know that there are six UNESCO
World Heritage Sites in Scotland? Each
is recognised for its important place in
Scottish and world history. The most recent
to be recognised as a World Heritage Site is
the Forth Bridge, which opened in 1890. A
groundbreaking design, the bridge still draws
the eye with its famous red colour, and was
joined by the Forth Road Bridge in 1964. In
May of this year a second road bridge, the
Queensferry Crossing, will be completed –
perhaps it’s a heritage site of the future?!
All six sites will be celebrated with
Scotland in Six during World Heritage Day
on the 18 April. Events co-ordinated by Dig
It! 2017 will include a Victorian-themed
railway bonanza in honour of the Forth
Bridge and a special period version of battle
of the bands in Edinburgh’s Old and New
Towns. Watch musicians in the streets as
they pit medieval music against classical
music, culminating in a concert at St Cecilia’s
Hall. At the New Lanark site there will be
an explosion of crochet and knitting – a
fitting tribute to this former cotton mill,
don’t you agree? Meanwhile at the Roman
Antonine Wall in the grounds of Callendar
House in Falkirk, a 5k run will see teams of
Picts and Romans compete. As night falls
in the Heart of Neolithic Orkney, theatrical
glow-in-the-dark storytelling will take place,
with the performers moving between some
of the island’s most impressive sites. Finally,
the remote island of St Kilda, to the
west of the Outer Hebrides, can be
explored like never before online,
through Minecraft.

Callendar House, site of
the Antonine Wall
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ATTRACTIONS {Scotland’s culture}

DOWN TO EARTH
Scotland is blessed with many
fascinating archaeological
sites where you can take
in the evidence of how life
was long ago. In a world
so different to now, people
like us were in the same
place, and seeing where they
lived thousands of years
ago and standing in the
same locations is a powerful
experience. At Jarlshof
Prehistoric and Norse
Settlement in Shetland you
can visit a site where people
lived for more than 4,000
years, from 2700 BC. The
impressive remains of an Iron
Age broch and wheelhouses
can be seen, which have stood
strong against storms over
the centuries.
At the Ness of Brodgar,
which lies between the

Standing Stones of Stenness
and the Ring of Brodgar
in Orkney, there are
opportunities to see a live
archaeological dig between
5 July and 23 August 2017.
This site was inhabited
over 5,000 years ago and
so far digs have turned up
monumental stone buildings
and unusual painted stones.
It’s not only on land that
Scotland has rich archaeology
either – at the Scottish
Crannog Centre on Loch Tay
you can enter a recreation of
a crannog, a wooden dwelling
which stands on stilts above
the water. These dwellings are
believed to have been used
to house people and animals,
and have been found during
underwater investigations in
various lochs across Scotland.

Shetland’s Jarlshof
Prehistoric and Norse
Settlement

GET ACQUAINTED WITH YOUR ANCESTORS
If there is a Scottish connection in your
family history then the Year of History,
Heritage and Archaeology is an ideal
time to come and explore the land of your
forefathers. Though it’s now possible to
trace your family tree back online, there
really is no substitute for exploring the
land that they lived in. Research centres
in Scotland have some of the most
comprehensive ancestral records in the
world. Visit one and you may discover
fascinating details about your relatives, such
8

as the occupations that supported their
livelihoods. Whether you have Scottish
ancestry or not, delving into Scotland’s rich
history and discovering what life was like
in days gone by is a fascinating experience.
Visit attractions where you can see the
past brought to life, including the 17thcentury Mary King’s Close in Edinburgh,
and look out for events taking place as
part of the Year of History, Heritage and
Archaeology, such as Follow the Vikings
Roadshow & Festival in Shetland. This

The Clan Gunn
Heritage Centre
and Museum,
The Old Parish
Church, Latheron

{Scotland’s culture} ATTRACTIONS
The Ring of B
rodgar,
Stenness, on
Orkney

The Kelpies at Helix
Park, Falkirk

WHAT’S ON

Here’s a snapshot of just some of the events
that are taking place throughout 2017:

Scottish Crannog Centre
on Loch Tay

immersive touring roadshow takes place in
Unst and Lerwick over two weekends on the
2-3 and 8-9 September and will include fierce
re-enactments and a long ship from the
HISTORY channel original series Vikings.
See more of Scotland at
www.visitscotland.com and
download VisitScotland’s
new app ScotlandVR for an
immersive virtual tour of some
of Scotland’s top attractions.

n TradFest 26 April-7 May, Edinburgh
Folk arts performances and workshops
will take place across Scotland’s capital
during TradFest, inspired by traditions of
May Day and Beltane Fire Festival.
n Weave 1-2 July, Paisley
Celebrating Paisley’s heritage, Weave
starts with the Sma’ Shot Day parade, a
colourful telling of the weaver’s rebellion
and the iconic Paisley pattern.
n Purvai, August till November,
Stornoway
Inspired by Stornoway-born collector
Colin Mackenzie, Purvai explores the
historic links between India and Scotland
through art exhibitions, music, literature
performances and creative workshops.
n Mary Queen of Scots Festival, 2–3
September, Kinross and Loch Leven
Marking 450 years since Mary was
held captive at Loch Leven Castle, Mary
Queen of Scots Festival will include living
history encampments, music, food, drink
and children’s entertainment.
n HorsePower, 9 September, Falkirk
HorsePower will explore Scotland’s
reliance on horses throughout time.
Fittingly it takes place at Helix Park,
home to Andy Scott’s Kelpies – the
world’s largest horse sculptures.
n Shining Lives, 20-21 October, New
Lanark World Heritage Site
This sound and light projection
spectacular will transform the stunning
230-year-old buildings.
Find out more at www.visitscotland.
com/hha2017
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ATTRACTIONS {The Edinburgh Dungeon }

GET WITCH OR DIE TRYIN’
It’s finally here: the streets of

Edinburgh have turned colder and the
residents look a touch more haunted.
Agnes Finnie, the baddest witch in
town, has arrived at the Edinburgh
Dungeon in its new show – Witch
Hunt. In an intense recreation of
a 17th-century Witch Pricker’s
interrogation chamber,
ARE
YOU 15 OR
visitors will be ordered
UNDER?
to accuse or be accused,
Please
note all children
and point their finger of
storytelling will have you
15 and under must be
justice at one another to
laughing and screaming
accompanied by an adult
escape prosecution. But
during this 80-minute
at The Edinburgh
watch out, Agnes Finnie
interactive tour.
Dungeon
may be among you, and she’s
You’ll be on the edge
more powerful than you could
of your seat on your horrible
ever imagine…
journey through 360° sets, fullyForget your usual museum visit
immersive live shows and thrilling
or sightseeing tour, the Edinburgh
underground rides.
Dungeon really brings history to
You’ll encounter the murderous
life – minus the boring bits! Gripping
duo Burke and Hare in the graveyard
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– they’d kill for a body like yours. Sail
the Caves of Galloway for the cannibal
clan of Sawney Bean, but stay afloat,
for the catch of the day… is you!
And if you don’t have the heart
for Dr Knox’s anatomy theatre, don’t
worry, he’s probably put it down there
with the lower intestines.
The Edinburgh Dungeon is so
much fun it’s scary. But don’t miss it
or you’ll be gutted.

{T2 Trainspotting} ATTRACTIONS

LIGHTS, CAMERA,
ACTION!
Trainspotting sequel casts the spotlight again on some
of the Capital’s iconic locations. Follow the stars...

Edinburgh

Airport is now a star of
the silver screen after its appearance in one
of the most eagerly anticipated films of 2017 –
T2 Trainspotting.
Written by Leith’s own local hero, Irvine
Welsh, Trainspotting is a cult classic. Loosely
based on an adaption by Welsh of his original
follow-up book, Porno, T2 sees the whole gang
back and reunited in the capital.
Filming took place over three months
in more than 50 locations across the city,
including the airport. Passengers arriving
in the terminal can follow in the footsteps
of Renton, with one of the first scenes in T2
taking place on the tram platform concourse
when he returns to the capital to reunite
with his family and old friends after his life in

Amsterdam falls apart around him.
Rob Lang, Head of Marketing at the
terminal, said: “We were excited to be a
part of filming the sequel to such an iconic
Scottish film.”
And for Rob’s colleague Communications
Manager Erik Geddes, filming the movie in
the airport gave him an opportunity to notch
up a unique double. At the tender age of 19,
Erik appeared as an extra in the original
Trainspotting – and he was delighted to
be asked to make a return appearance in
the sequel.
Erik explained: “Twenty years
later, it was so cool when we had it
confirmed that T2 was to be filmed
here at Edinburgh Airport.

T2 Trainspotting legends Renton
(Ewan McGregor) and Spud
(Ewen Bremner) on Arthur’s Seat
© Sony Pictures
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ATTRACTIONS {T2 Trainspotting}

“The airport is an iconic landmark
structure for the city – and for the
whole of Scotland – so it is fitting
that it features in what looks set to be
the biggest Scottish film for years.
“Rob worked closely with Danny Boyle and
the crew, assisting them with locations across
the airport when they were shooting here.
“When Rob introduced me to Danny and
I told him I’d been in the first Trainspotting,
Danny was delighted – and insisted that I
make a cameo in T2 too. Naturally, I was more
than happy to oblige. ”
The airport has gone through a lot of
changes since we first met Renton in 1996,
perhaps the most notable being the addition
of the Edinburgh Trams, which he uses to
get from the airport to Princes Street in the
city centre.
If you’d like to follow in the footsteps of the
Trainspotting stars, here are a few of This is
Edinburgh’s favourite T2 filming locations for
visitors and residents to #ChooseEdinburgh
and discover a whole other side to the city.

TAKE TO THE STREETS

Edinburgh’s streets are steeped in history
and heritage, with many of them playing an
important atmospheric role in T2.
Calton Road just behind Waverley Station
is where Renton’s shoplifting dash comes
to an end when he is hit by a car in T1, also
making a cameo again in the sequel.

The Grassmarket, another
colourful location used in T2

Edinburgh’s most famous street, the Royal
Mile, features in the film, easily reached from
Waverley Station by both Cockburn Street
and the impressive steps of Fleshmarket Close
– both film locations for T2. After exploring
the Royal Mile, head down the scenic curve
of Victoria Street, one of Edinburgh’s most
picturesque and colourful streets – and scene
of a night-time getaway in T2.

THE GRASSMARKET

The Grassmarket nestles in the heart of the
lower levels of Edinburgh’s Old Town, where
Renton runs through the streets in T2.
One of the most vibrant areas of the city, it’s
a paradise of vintage shops, Scottish designers
and artisans. The Grassmarket is bursting
with some of the best independent shopping
Edinburgh has to offer, in an area with a
dramatic and unparalleled view of the castle.

A PINT IN THE PORT SUNSHINE

Harvey Nichols’ Forth
Floor Restaurant
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Of all the city’s areas, Leith has undergone
the biggest transformation since the dark
drug-fuelled nineties portrayal in the original
Trainspotting. The colourful buildings lining
The Shore’s cobbled streets are now home

{Sub-section} SECTION

The colourful buildings
of Leith

near Fountainbridge and just off Lothian
Road, it provided the dance-floor flashback
sequence to the Trainspotting cast in their
youth. Following an open call for public
casting for people to come along in their best
eighties gear, many a young local was hotly
anticipating if they made the final cut!

RENTON RUNNING

to a strong creative community, with
independent galleries, shops and
cafes, sitting alongside Michelin Star
restaurants. With so many gastro
pubs and eateries to choose from,
head towards Commercial Street for
a spot of lunch, a favourite haunt of
Renton and Sick Boy in the film.
The Central Bar’s cellar is used as
the location for Begbie and Sick Boy’s
reunion in The Port Sunshine. The name
is a nod to another nearby Leith drinking
institution, The Port O’ Leith and the
Proclaimers’ classic anthem, Sunshine on Leith.
The Central Bar is a pub for Leithers, but
the combination of red brick, long mirrors
and large-scale tiled artwork has remained
largely untouched since the late 19th century,
when it was built beside what was then Leith’s
Central Station, which receives a mention in
the new film.

CLUBBING IN CAV

The original Trainspotting had an iconic
clubbing scene and T2 is no different. Get on
your dancing shoes and head to the infamous
Cav nightclub. Edinburgh’s largest nightclub

Blow away the cobwebs by joining EMF
Running Tours, one of Edinburgh’s running
clubs now offering a new T2-themed jog
round the city. Runners will get to experience
some of the film locations up close. Start
on Princes Street, recreating Renton’s
infamous dash from T1, before heading
up past Calton Hill, down by the
Scottish Parliament and through
Holyrood Park before tackling the
historic Arthur’s Seat.

RETAIL AND REHAB

Edinburgh Airport
Plaza – the airport
through which Renton
returns to the city has
undergone many changes
in 20 years, not least the
arrival of the trams

Princes Street is the perfect place
for a bit of retail therapy, or head to
the opposite end of Edinburgh’s main
shopping promenade at Multrees Walk
and the luxurious designer department
store Harvey Nichols. Its café Forth Floor
Restaurant also makes an appearance as
the backdrop to Renton’s updated “Choose
Life” speech when he and Veronica are having
dinner. It also offers panoramic views of the
New Town and beyond.
Afterwards, take a stroll down through the
New Town streets to Stockbridge and admire
Saint Stephen’s Church, which was used as
the internal setting for Spud’s rehab group.
While you’re there, explore the many small
retailers and baristas or enjoy a relaxing
long lunch.
For more ideas on things to see and do in
Edinburgh, visit www.edinburgh.org
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EVENTS {TradFest}

TRADFEST: CELEBRATES
TRADITIONAL CULTURE

Angus
MacKenzie

Edinburgh abuzz with music, song, storytelling and more

A vibrant

12-day showcase
of Scotland’s thriving traditional
arts, TradFest spans the ancient
celebrations of Beltane and May Day
and includes 131 events across 34
venues, setting the capital abuzz with
music, song, storytelling, dance, film,
crafts and more.
From the opening weekend
concert, Bagpipes Gu Leòr: A
Celebration of Scotland's Rich Piping
Story at Queen’s Hall, through to the
finale May Day sessions and Battle of
the Folk Bands, there’s something for
everyone without having to break
the bank. Enjoy musical fusions
from Dallahan, Rura, Kaela Rowan
Band and Brina (Jamaica Sings Robert
Burns), catch rising groups like
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Ireland’s award-winning Connla, or
soak up tales of fairies, giants and
more mythical lore at the Scottish
Storytelling Centre.
Other events include tours
(featuring the TradFest Trail),
ceilidhs, workshops and The People’s
Heritage pop-up events in unexpected
locations, alongside appearances
from folk royalty – Archie Fisher
and Artie Trezise, as well as a new
theatrical evocation from Theatre
Objektiv exploring the founding
father of Scotland’s Folk Revival,
On The Radical Road: Enacting
Hamish Henderson.
To find out more, visit
www.tracscotland.org/tradfest

Connla

AVENUE OF
DELIGHTS
Walk the luxury walk at Edinburgh’s premier
shopping destination with a brand for everyone

Any visit to Edinburgh must

include time at Multrees Walk, the
best luxury shopping destination in
the area and home to Scotland’s only
Harvey Nichols, Burberry, and Louis
Vuitton and many other exclusive
fashion brands like Mulberry, Links
of London and Hugo Boss.
Just a short distance from Princes
Street, this avenue of delights awaits
with countless designer labels on
offer. With something for everyone
in this dedicated shopping area and
friendly staff ready to welcome and
assist you. Several of our brands have

Mandarin-speaking staff and for
your convenience many stores also
accept Union Pay or Alipay payment
methods.
Once your shopping is complete,
you can relax with a hair treatment
or perhaps book your next holiday
at North America Travel Service
or even take a test drive with the
latest electric driving experience
from Tesla. Finish the day off with
drinks at Harvey Nichols Forth
Floor bar and restaurant or Italian at
VinCaffé for the complete Multrees
Walk experience.

Looking for
inspiration? Check out
the www.multreeswalk.co.uk style
guide highlighting the key must have
items this year. We look forward to
welcoming you. Happy shopping!
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SHOPPING {Multrees Walk}

THE ULTIMATE
IN SHOPPING
EXPERIENCES
Indulge your passion for designer brands, find that special gift, enjoy a
meal or a drink, book your next holiday – do all this in one easy stroll
NESPRESSO

The new Nespresso Creatista machine
lets you to enjoy café-style quality coffee
at home. Thanks to its fully automatic steam
wand, you can now create perfectly textured
milk at your preferred temperature. Add a
barista’s touch to your coffee, using Creatista’s
frothy milk to create your own latte art.
Discover the ultimate in indulgent coffee
moment with Creatista (£399) and Creatista
Plus (£429).

LINKS OF LONDON

Add a touch of everyday sparkle with
Links of London Diamond Essentials.
Available in sterling silver, 18ct rose gold
vermeil and 18ct gold vermeil and featuring
dazzling pave diamonds, the collection of
delicate earrings, necklaces and rings will
fast become your jewellery box favourites.

THE PEN SHOP

Lamy Special Edition AL Star Pacific
Blue Fountain Pen – £25.50
The Lamy AL-star is the attractive,
young writing instrument which satisfies
16

even the highest requirements. Made
of feather-light robust aluminium, with
distinctive transparent grip and spring-action
metal clip.

{Sub-section} SECTION

SPRINGTIME AT VALVONA
& CROLLA VINCAFFÉ

SWAROVSKI

Add sparkle to
your everyday
look with the
SWAROVSKI
Sparkling Dance
collection (starting
from £85), featuring
an eye-catching
dancing crystal – the
first ever time this
innovative technique
has been used for
fashion jewellery.
The perfect gift for
Mother’s Day,
available in-store
and online.

HARVEY NICHOLS

Dutch watchmaker CLUSE
is a master in understated,
sophisticated and minimalist
timepieces. Since 2013, the
quality, materials and style have
been honed to create unrivalled
wristwear. Designs can be
personalised and interchanged:

Valvona & Crolla VinCaffè in the centre
of Edinburgh’s fashion street, Multrees
Walk, brings the Italian way of eating,
meeting and drinking to Scotland’s capital
city. Special Mother’s Day and Easter menus
from £20pp will be available alongside
V & C’s delicious signature dishes. Please
visit www.vincaffe.co.uk for menu details. }
For reservations, call 0131 557 0088 or
email reservations@vincaffe.co.uk

NORTH AMERICA
TRAVEL SERVICE
Wherever you’re interested in
visiting in the US or Canada in
2017, North America Travel Service
will create the perfect holiday
itinerary, just for you – with non-stop
flights from Edinburgh and Glasgow.
Come and speak to the experts who
know North America better than
anyone. Contact us at Edinburgh@
nats-uk.com or call 0131 557 7545 for
more information.

leather, velvet and stainless
steel mesh straps can be
purchased individually – in
colours ranging from matte
black and midnight blue, to
brown and olive green – and
attached to stunning marble,
crystallised and classic dials.
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Perth is a hub for the
arts. Nestled on the
banks of the River Tay,
it boasts a wealth of
history, culture and
entertainment.
Perth is also a dream
location for lovers of
the great outdoors

Why not start your visit by
popping in to one of our many
pavement café’s around
St John’s Place, and take in
the great views of the historic
15th century St John’s Kirk.
If Perth’s medieval history
appeals, follow the route of
the old city walls along Canal
Street, Methven Street and
Mill Street.
Take the time to check
out Perth Museum and Art
Gallery: approaching its 200th
birthday it is one of the oldest
museums in the UK. There
is something of interest for
everyone, with permanent
exhibitions displaying the
artistic, social, and natural
history of the district.
Continue your cultural
fix with a visit to the
Fergusson Gallery, which
celebrates the life and work
of JD Fergusson, the great
pioneer of modern art; and

his wife, Margaret Morris,
inspired choreographer,
artist, movement therapist
and author.
With the publication of ‘Fair
Maid of Perth’, by Sir Walter
Scott, Perth was dubbed ‘The
Fair City’. You can still visit the
house featured in the novel,
now transformed into a visitor
and educational centre by The
Royal Scottish Geographical
Society. It features displays on
geographical issues and the
history of Perth.
Within the house you can
see a substantial section of
medieval wall, part of the
Blackfriar’s Monastery where
the Scottish King James I was
killed in 1437.
For lunch, Perth offers no
shortage of award-winning
eateries. The city centre is
renowned for its fantastic
food and drink, offering

a great range of cuisines.
Or find all the ingredients
for a fabulous picnic in the
award-winning bakers and
delicatessens that make Perth
City Centre a foodie’s paradise.
Work off lunch by taking a
leisurely stroll around the city’s
two spacious public parks,
the North and South Inch. The
city is a consistent Beautiful
Britain Award winner, and you
can follow various walks, and
trails such as the River Tay
Public Arts Trail. This features 22
different sculptures, which draw
inspiration from the river and its
wildlife; and the city’s history.
Balhousie Castle, on the North
Inch, is home of the Black
Watch Museum. Recently
awarded 5 star status by
VisitScotland, it tells almost
three centuries of history for
this elite regiment. It also has
a great café and gift shop.
Gardeners and botanists head
to Branklyn Garden, overlooking
the city, to see its outstanding
collection of rhododendrons,
alpines, herbaceous and peatgarden plants. Branklyn holds
national collections of various
plants, including the striking and

Perth offers no
shortage of awardwinning eateries
unusual vivid blue Himalayan
poppy, Meconopsis.
Visitors can also take in the
developing national collection
of heathers. It is planned the
garden will host 950 species of
heather, forming an important
and unique national collection.
Back in the city centre, a great
selection of unique independent
boutiques sit alongside wellknown big-name stores to
offer a little retail therapy. If
shopping’s not your bag, Perth is
also a dream location for lovers
of the great outdoors: there are
many great routes for cycling
and walking. Or take in a round
of golf at the King James VI Golf
Club on the outskirts of Perth,
(or relive the Ryder Cup spirit on
the famous Gleneagles course).
You can also try your hand with
a rod and reel, at the Willowgate
Fisheries. It comprises a 9-acre
fly-only trout loch and four
miles of salmon fishing on the
River Tay. You can also hire
canoes and paddle boards from

PLAN YOUR VISIT @PerthCityCentre

perthcity.co.uk

#PerfectPerthshire
#exploreperth
#perthistheplace

the Activity Centre, and take
part in organised excursions
on the river.
For alternative water sport,
visit Perth Leisure Pool, one of
Scotland’s most popular visitor
attractions since it opened in
1988. This wonderful venue
boasts training water, leisure
water, flumes, a gym, health
suite and so much more.
As thoughts turn to dinner,
look out for the restaurants
that serve the great selection
of home grown local produce.
There are plenty to choose from!
After dinner entertainment
ranges from fantastic theatre,
events and concerts at either
Perth Concert Hall or Perth
Theatre, or check out a film
at The Playhouse, Perth’s
independent 7-screen cinema
that also features an IMAX
screen.
To end the day, Perth has loads
of bustling pubs and slick
bars, all in close proximity,
with a number holding the
coveted Best Bar None Award.
With great live music on offer
to boot, there is definitely
something for everyone.

TRAVEL {WOW air}

VISIT ICELAND AT NO
ADDITIONAL AIRFARE
Enjoy a stopover in this northern jewel with WOW air

Take

advantage of a WOW
Stopover when you book your cheap
flight with WOW air and enjoy a stay
in one the most exciting countries in
the world.
WOW air’s stopover option gives
you the chance to break up long-haul
journeys across the Atlantic. The
WOW Stopover is available to book

Cheap flights
from Edinburgh
to North America
via Iceland

Toronto / Montréal / Boston
New York / Pittsburgh / Washington D.C.
Los Angeles / San Francisco / Miami
WOWAIR.CO.UK
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on return flights between Europe
and North America via Iceland in
either direction. It’s almost like
getting two vacations
for the price of one.
Now that’s WOW!
Book your cheap
flight now and plan
your stopover.

{Edinburgh Airport} SHOPPING

SHOPPING
MOVES TO
A HIGHER
PLANE
Exciting airside redevelopment is
transforming Edinburgh Airport
into a peerless retail destination

Love shopping but hate trawling

through the high street? At Edinburgh
Airport, you’ll find a wide range of wellknown brands, from fashion to fine
fragrances and gifts to electronics – many of
them at prices you won’t find elsewhere.
And the good news for passengers is
that there’s set to be even more choice
following the announcement of
100 new retail jobs to come this
year – creating one of the best
shopping destinations in the
Edinburgh area.
It’s all part of a major
redevelopment of the airside
retail space at Edinburgh
Airport, which last year saw
20 new outlets opening,
among them Brora,
Michael Kors and Max
Mara Weekend. New
outlets planned for this
year include Aerospa
Treatments &
Hair Salon.
The airport
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SHOPPING {Edinburgh Airport}

celebrated 18 months of airside retail
expansion with a fashion show at the
No. 1 Lounge.
Richard Townsend, Head of Retail and
Property at Edinburgh Airport, said: “It
is not so long ago that we were just another
airport retail offering – we had limited
fashion brands and some out-of-date
shopping concepts.
“In the past 18 months, we have grown
our retail offering so it now competes with
any high street and is the envy of many
other growing airports. This is by no means
the end of our journey; it is the start of the
next great stage and there are more exciting
developments to come.”
Edinburgh Airport Chief Executive
Gordon Dewar added: “Last year was an
incredible year for Edinburgh Airport
and the expansion of the retail side of the
business is a key part of our success.
“Edinburgh Airport’s growth in the nonaero market allows us to be competitive and
attract more new airlines and more new
routes in and out of Scotland’s capital.
“This strategy has not only seen passenger
numbers grow to record levels – it benefits
airlines too. It is good for us, good for
our customers and ultimately – with
the creation of more jobs and enhanced
connectivity from the nation’s capital city
– it is good for Scotland.”
Shopping at the airport brings many
advantages, including:
• 20 per cent savings on the latest designer
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{Edinburgh Airport} SHOPPING

NEW
RETAILERS
IN 2016
INCLUDE:
n JD Sport
n Michael Kors
n The Watch
Collection
n Brora
n Next
n Fatface
n All Bar One
n Max Mara
Weekend
n Rolling
Luggage
n Traveller
n Tartan
Weaving Mill
n Scottish
Fine Gifts
n Tartan &
Tweed
n Krispy Kreme

handbags and luggage at The Collection
Edinburgh
• at least 20 per cent off UK high street
prices on fragrance
• 20 per cent off the average UK high
street price on champagne
• internet-beating prices on the latest
technology at Dixons Travel
• a wide range of malt whiskies not
available on the UK high street.
And now all airlines flying from Edinburgh
Airport allow you to take your hand
luggage plus one bag of airport shopping on
board – guaranteed.
If you like pre-flight shopping but hate
struggling with the extra bags, why not use
the Shop & Collect service?
With Shop & Collect, you just buy before
you fly then pick up your purchases on your
return. Shop & Collect is free and available
when you are flying to the EU (including
flights within the UK). The airport will store
your goodies securely while you are away and
insure them. Upon your return to the airport,
they will be ready and waiting for you at a

convenient collection point, after you have
claimed your luggage and cleared customs.
Shop & Collect is perfect if you plan to buy
fragile or heavy items, but it also lets you take
advantage of time-limited special offers.
It’s also a great way to get around the
current restrictions on carrying liquids on
your return flight – so you can now go for
that extra fragrance or bottle of brandy!
To use the service, simply tell the assistant
in store that you would like to Shop &
Collect, give them your details and they will
take care of the rest for you. And don’t feel
you have to stop after the first shop – this
convenient service means you can shop in all
stores and still not have to carry anything.
For more information about Shop and
Collect, call +44 (0)7799 656892 or
email: shopandcollect@blackjackpromotions.
co.uk
For a full list of shops and restaurants
at Edinburgh Airport, visit www.
edinburghairport.com/shopping-and-eating/
shops

REFITTED
OUTLETS /
ADDITIONAL
UNITS TO
EXISTING
BRANDS:
n AMT
n ICE
n Accessorize
n Dixons
n WHSmith
n Kurt Geiger

2017
COMPLETED/
PLANS FOR
RE-FITS:
n Yo! Sushi
n Hugo Boss
n Scottish
Fine gifts
n WHSmith
n EAT
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{Assembly Rooms} VENUES

CELEBRATING 230 YEARS
OF ENTERTAINING
Iconic Assembly Rooms venue plans landmark anniversary programme

2017 is a year of celebration for Assembly

Rooms Edinburgh as the landmark city centre
venue reaches its 230th anniversary.
Assembly Rooms Edinburgh officially
opened in January 1787 and ever since, the
building has been at the heart of special
occasions and celebrations in Scotland’s
historic capital city, hosting royalty, celebrities
and nobility.
The venue has continued to evolve with
the times, with major extensions, renovations
and technological advances, all the while
maintaining its impressive Georgian grandeur
and first-class hospitality.
It is estimated that more than 30 million
staff, clients, partners, contributors and guests
have played their part in Assembly Rooms’
230 year history, cementing the venue’s status
as an Edinburgh icon.

230TH CELEBRATIONS

With such a rich and diverse background
in hosting public and private events,
we’re inviting the public to join Assembly
Rooms this year as we celebrate our 230th
anniversary with a busy calendar.
Throughout the anniversary year, a series
of “doors open days” will invite visitors to
celebrate more than two centuries of events at
the prestigious venue, focusing on art, dancing
and the Georgian era. The first in the series
will see Edinburgh-based artist Mark Kirkham
(better known as The Edinburgh Sketcher)
take visitors on a three-hour drawing tour of
the venue on 22 April. Here guests can take
time to sketch the grand interiors, capturing
the beauty and detail of the unique building,

HISTORY IN
NUMBERS
n 230 years
since AR first
opened its doors
n 10 minutes’
walk from both
Waverley and
Haymarket
stations
n 9,000
individual
crystals make
up the main
chandelier in
the Music Hall
n 22-carat gold
leaf is used in
the architectural
details
n 250,000
man hours
went into the
£9.3m, 18-month
refurbishment
project which
was completed
in July 2012
n 10 to 1,000
guests catered
for using our
versatile spaces

from the breathtaking Ballroom with its
glittering chandeliers to the grand Music Hall.
Keep up to date with our anniversary plans
at www.AssemblyRoomsEdinburgh.co.uk

ASSEMBLY ROOMS MOMENTS

Take a look back at some of our favourite and
most significant moments in Assembly Rooms
history…
Hosting King George IV at the Peers Ball,
the birthplace of modern tartan (1822)
The Peers Ball was the showcase celebration
event for the King’s visit. Sir Walter Scott
himself was the organiser and planned to
“revive ancient dresses” stating that “no
Gentleman is to be allowed to appear in
anything but the ancient Highland costume”.
The addition of the Music Hall (1843)
Our Music Hall is an important part of our
history. The opening performance included a
rendition of Beethoven’s 5th Symphony.
Red Cross depot during the First World War
(1914-18)
We took on a medical role during the First
World War as a Central Red Cross Depot,
where volunteers and staff collected aid for
the frontline.
The Simpsons swapped Springfield for
Edinburgh (2000)
As part of the Edinburgh Festival, the cast of
the Simpsons performed a live script reading
at Assembly Rooms, only the second live
reading the cast had performed at the time.
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ATTRACTIONS {Glenkinchie Distillery}

Operator Shawn Christie

A VISIT TO SAVOUR
A guided tour of Glenkinchie Distillery will give you a taste for Scotland’s national drink

It’s a big year for Glenkinchie

Distillery, an extremely popular
destination for visitors who fly in to
Edinburgh Airport.
Among the reasons for
celebration, 2017 marks the
distillery’s 180th anniversary, and the
20th anniversary of its visitor centre.
There has been an extension
of activities with the addition of a
manager’s tasting, and work is under
way to create a new entrance and
reception area. This all makes a
trip to Glenkinchie even more of a
pleasure than it was before.

Senior Site Manager
Ramsay Borthwick
in the warehouse
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The distillery is open all year
round for visits and tastings. There is
a shuttle bus service from Waterloo
Place in central Edinburgh three
times a day. The cost of a visit is
all-inclusive – it covers transport, a
guided tour and the tasting of either
two or four whiskies.
In 2016, Glenkinchie had
approximately 42,000 visitors, and is
expecting greater numbers this year.
In the visitor centre, you can
explore an exhibition and museum
located in the former maltings with a
unique model distillery built for the
Empire exhibition in 1924-25.
You can then join a guided tour of
the production area where you will
get a fascinating insight into the
making of Glenkinchie, known
as the ‘Edinburgh malt’.
This tour includes a
visit to the distillery
warehouse where
you can experience
the ‘angels’ share’
followed by a guided
tasting of the light,
delicate and fruity
Glenkinchie 12-yearold single malt.
“We want

everyone who comes to us to have
the best experience possible,” said
Gemma Gascoigne, Brand Home
Manager at the distillery. “We have a
five-star VisitScotland rating. People
like the fact that there’s a rural feel
to our surroundings, even though we
are only 15 miles or so outside the
city centre. It’s a very picturesque
place and provides a true distillery
experience.”
Notably, there are currently four
expressions of Glenkinchie’s single
malt available – more than at any
time since 2010. These include an
exclusive 24-year-old that was issued
in late 2016, and can be sampled
on site.
Because Glenkinchie is part of
the Diageo group, its ‘whisky
emporium’ and tasting bar includes
a range of whiskies, allowing you
to learn all about Scotland’s most
famous product.
For further information, visit
www.discovering-distilleries.com/
Glenkinchie or call 01875 342 012.
To book a tour (with or without
transport) email glenkinchie.
distillery@diageo.com or call
01875 342012.

{Barrhead Travel} Advertorial

Whisk the whole family

away to magical Majorca this
summer with Barrhead Travel’s
exclusive British Airways charter
flight. Starting in May and running
through to October, you’ll enjoy
a premium-style service with
comfortable leather seating, a
generous luggage allowance of 20kg
and the warm hospitality of the
British Airways cabin crew.
Fond family memories are made
in Majorca. The largest island
amongst the Balearics, it’s the
ultimate summer holiday destination
and never fails to please even the
fussiest of holiday-makers. The
varied resorts and activities on the
island means that it caters to all ages
and tastes; whether you’re looking
for a city break, beach paradise or
adventure holiday. Everyone from
families to couples can enjoy the
easy-on-the-wallet prices and the
great added value that a Barrhead
Travel holiday to Majorca can bring.
Beach holidays are the obvious
choice when planning a trip to
Majorca, but there’s plenty more
to discover when you move away

from the shores. Inland, you’ll find
a luscious interior that’s perfect for
picnics and bike rides, while golfers
will find paradise in the popular
courses on the island. The capital
city of Palma is not to be missed
and is one of the most impressive
Spanish cities to visit, due to its
spectacular skyline, amazing
architecture and charming vibe. It’s
highly popular with foodies due to
its impressive selection of tapas and
wine bars, plus for those who love
splashing the cash, there are plenty
of designer boutiques where you can
treat yourself.
For sun-seekers and party-lovers,
head to the south of the island to
Magaluf and Palma Nova, where
there’s always something going
on, night and day. Full on, nonstop partying can be found in the
well-known centre that is Magaluf
that will keep the liveliest of party
animals happy. For families looking
for a balanced holiday to please
everyone, the resorts of Puerto
Pollensa and its neighbour, Alcudia,
have great entertainment, fabulous
beaches and the charm of the early

days of foreign holidays.
Perhaps you’re looking for
something that’s a little more chilled
out, where you can get away from it
all? Then book your Majorca holiday
in Cala d’Or where relaxation comes
as standard. Stretch out on the sands
and listen to the waves lap against
the shore – true holiday bliss! You’re
only ever a stone’s throw away from
great restaurants and charming bars,
meaning that you have the best of
both worlds in this resort!
No matter how you’re looking to
spend your summer in the Majorca
this year, our specialists will help
tailor-make your dream itinerary.
From 5* all-inclusive to self-catering,
and from cultural adventures to fullon partying, just sit back, relax and
let Barrhead Travel’s specialists take
care of every last detail.

{Sub-section} SECTION

MUSIC,
MAESTRO!

Katie Harland and
Lewis Griffiths in
Dirty Dancing

Fans of musical theatre are in for a treat as these
great shows come to the Playhouse this year

Edinburgh’s Playhouse

theatre, built in the 1920s, is one
of the largest theatres in the UK,
holding 3,000 people. No wonder,
then, that big Broadway shows
choose the venue when touring here.
First up is Funny Girl, the 1963
Broadway musical that starred
Barbra Streisand, who later
appeared in the 1968 film version.
It’s the semi-biographical
story of vaudeville star
and comedienne Fanny
Brice, so requires bags
of comic talent to
pull off. No surprise
then, that Sheridan
Smith (Gavin & Stacey)
takes the role for this
UK tour, which has

already played to sell-out audiences
in London’s West End. This
production tells the story of Brice’s
rise to fame through flashbacks,
peppered with hit songs such as
Don’t Rain on my Parade and People.
Next we head to the sixties for
Dirty Dancing – adapted from the
1987 hit movie starring
Patrick Swayze. The
show is faithful
to the film,
using much of
the original
dialogue.
It tells the
story of
teenager ‘Baby’
Houseman on
holiday with her
parents at a hotel in
rural America. By day,
the entertainment
is prim and
proper – but
at night, the
dancers really
let their
hair down.
Of course,

all the hit songs feature including
(I’ve Had) The Time of my Life and ,of
course, some steamy dancing! Part
of a nine-month UK tour, the show
is only in Edinburgh for a week, so
don’t miss out –book now!
Many of us are familiar with the
songs of Carole King – You’ve got
a Friend, (You Make Me Feel) Like
a Natural Woman and It’s Too Late,
while almost every household in
the 70s had a copy of her Tapestry
LP. The story of her early life and
career is immortalised in Beautiful, a
slick, colourful show which comes to
Edinburgh at the end of this year.
It tells the story of this talented
woman – who co-wrote her first hit
Will You Love Me Tomorrow for the
Shirelles at the age of just 17 – and
her remarkable rise to stardom. The
highs and lows of King’s life are all
there in this fascinating glimpse into
a golden age of songwriting.
Funny Girl: 18-22 April 2017
Dirty Dancing – the classic story on
stage: 12-17 June 2017
Beautiful – the Carole King musical:
28 November-2 December 2017

The Carole
King
musical ‘Bea
utiful’

Sheridan
Smith as
Fanny
Brice in
Funny
Girl
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{The Scotch Whisky Experience} ATTRACTIONS

A NEW SENSE
OF SCOTLAND

Savour the history and heritage of our national drink with a stunning new
panoramic bird’s-eye tour of the country’s five whisky-making regions

As Scotland’s national drink with

a heritage spanning the centuries,
whisky represents a true taste
of Scotland. Its flavours, history,
heritage are at the heart of the
nation and each single malt reflects a
different part of the landscape.
The Scotch Whisky Experience
at the top of the Royal Mile is where
thousands of visitors a year discover
the sights, sounds and smells of
whisky. With a new tour using the
latest in audio and visual technology,
visitors are given a sense of Scotland,
stunning views of the whiskyproducing regions and a flavour of
what makes whisky so special.
The popular elements of the tour
remain, such as the fascinating barrel
ride through the whisky distilling
process. Then the new experience
takes visitors on a 180° panorama
bird’s eye tour of Scotland’s five

The Blender’s
Sample Room

whisky-making regions. From the
Lowlands to the Highlands, the
country is brought to life, while
showing how each region imbues the
character of its single malts.
After the stunning panorama,
visitors are then introduced to the
art of blending in a recreated 19th
century Blender’s Sample Room.

Here, in the beautifully styled
surroundings, guests will delve into
the history and alchemy of blending;
learning about the art of blending.
The room springs to life with the use
of audio-visual and unique “Holodrams” which have to been seen to
be believed.
The tour is then topped off
with a dram within the stunning
glass vault containing the World’s
Largest Collection of Scotch Whisky,
followed by a choice of 400 whiskies
in the McIntyre Bar, with its views
across the city.
As a first experience of Scotland
and its national drink, the tour at the
Scotch Whisky Experience brings
a modern twist to the history and
heritage of our most famous export
– it’s an excellent way to taste your
first dram and learn more about our
wonderful country.
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FOOD AND DRINK {Craft beer}

DISCOVER
SCOTLAND’S
EXCITING
BREWING
INDUSTRY
Distinctive and innovative products just keep flowing
as craft beer revolution shows no sign of going flat

Scotch whisky is the stalwart of the

Scottish drinks industry, but hot on its heels
is the Scottish craft beer industry, which is
rapidly gaining popularity. With our worldclass barley and crystal clear water, Scotland’s
beer industry is booming.
Scotland’s craft beer boom is part of a
wider UK trend, due to former chancellor
Gordon Brown introducing a progressive
beer duty relief in 2002 that made small
34

producers more competitive against the
mass market brewers and, with an average of
three new breweries popping up every week,
the craft beer revolution shows no signs of
slowing down.
The craft brewing industry in Scotland has
been a huge success story in recent years,
providing opportunities for companies to
produce a wide range of distinctive and
innovative products that are exported all
over the world. We’ve seen innovations

{Craft beer} FOOD AND DRINK

using whisky casks to age beers or flavouring
them with heather, giving a unique edge to
Scotland’s products.
The Brewers’ Association of Scotland
(TBAS), formed in 2015, is a membership
organisation and Scotland’s leading sector
development agency for beer, promoting the
rich provenance, variety and authenticity of
Scottish beer both at home and abroad.
There are currently around 150 breweries
in operation or in planning throughout

Scotland, a number that has almost doubled
in the last few years, and TBAS recently
took 16 members to Craft Beer Rising 2017
in London.
Scotland’s beer industry is extremely
diverse – try a gluten-free craft beer from
Bellfield Brewery, the UK’s first dedicated
gluten-free brewery, or the brand-new 9 per
cent ABV American Brown Ale, The Scorpion
& The Frog, from Williams Bros. Brewing
Co., both of which are Edinburgh brewers.

With about 150 breweries
operating or planned in
Scotland, drinkers can
savour a vast range of beers
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FOOD AND DRINK {Craft beer}

Craftwork:
the rich
provenance,
variety and
authenticity
of Scottish
beer is being
recognised
worldwide

Fallen Brewing, from the South
West Highlands, has two new
collaboration beers available:
Steamer – a 4.6 per cent ABV coffee
oatmeal Pale made with Avenue Coffee and
Thirst Craft, and Bee Line – a 6.8 per cent
ABV pear, honey and guava Saison made with
Dead End Brew Machine.
If these beers are too strong for you, try
the 3.5 per cent ABV Session American Pale
Ale, Sunshine on Keith, from Spey Valley
Brewery. Why not try Isle of Skye Brewing
Company’s Yer Ben, a collaboration made
with Michelin-starred chef Tom Kitchin and
named after Tom’s grandfather.
If none of these take your fancy or if you
prefer alcohol free, try Innis & None from
internationally renowned Innis & Gunn,
a brand-new 0.0 per cent ABV pale ale
containing vitamin C and ginseng, which is
thought to boost the immune system and
improve energy levels.
So, next time you are eating out or
36

From the
6.8%ABV
Bee Line
to the 3.5%
Sunshine
on Keith
and the
0.0%ABV
Innis &
None, there
is a strength
and type
of Scottish
beer to suit
all tastes

browsing the beer selection in store, why not
try a Scottish beer?
Visit www.tbas.scot or follow @TBAScot on
twitter to find out more about Scotland’s
incredible brewing
industry.

AIRPORT NEWS {Latest updates}

CHILDREN 1ST IS
TEAM’S CHOICE
FOR CHARITY
Edinburgh Airport has
announced that Children 1st
will be its Corporate Charity
Partner for 2017, after the
majority of the team voted
for the Edinburgh-based
charity in a secret ballot.
Children 1st helps
Scotland’s families to put
children first, with practical
advice and with support in
difficult times.
Each year, Scotland’s
busiest airport works with
a different charity, raising
funds and awareness.
This year a record 120
applications to become the
charity of the year were
received.
Alison Todd, Children
1st Chief Executive, below,
said: “Children 1st is grateful
to the staff of Edinburgh
Airport who selected us as
their charity of the year. We
wish to thank everyone who
voted. Through this support
Children 1st can continue
to work across communities
to protect children, prevent
harm occurring and when
the worst happens, help
children who have been
abused or
neglected to
recover.”
Children
1st www.
children1st.
org.uk
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LAUNCH ON
CONSULTATION
2 ON AIRSPACE
CHANGE
PROGRAMME
Edinburgh Airport’s preferred options will mean
nearly 25,000 fewer people being overflown

Edinburgh

Airport has
launched the second stage of its
public consultation on the Airspace
Change Programme (ACP).
The ACP is about the way in
which Edinburgh Airport intends to
grow, ensuring that it continues to be
able to support Scotland’s economy
and jobs in a safe and effective way.
The existing flight paths used by
aircraft rely on the 1950s technology
of ground-based radio beacons.
Any new flightpaths changes
would be introduced using wellestablished and more accurate
form of navigation called Area
NAVigation (RNAV).
RNAV uses a combination
of satellite and ground-based
navigation technology to permit
aircraft to follow a precisely defined
path over the ground with far
greater accuracy than is possible
with conventional routes.
The second stage of consultation,
“You Spoke and We Listened”,
presents a range of proposed
new flight paths which have been
informed and influenced by the
public responses from the initial
ACP consultation period 2016.
If the airport’s preferred proposed
flight paths are approved by the
CAA, it would mean that aircraft
would fly over fewer people than at

present and would reduce the noise
impact for thousands of residents in
our neighbouring communities.
If implemented the airport’s
preferred options would deliver the
following major benefits:
n The number of people who are
currently overflown by aircraft up to
about 7,000ft above their properties
would also reduce significantly
compared to current routes, and
affecting the lives of nearly 25,000
fewer people.
n A reduction in the airport’s
carbon footprint and impact
on the environment.
n Optimised operational benefits
and the ability to meet and
accommodate existing and future
growth while maximising the safety
of all of passengers.
Gordon Dewar, Edinburgh
Airport’s Chief Executive, said:
“I have written to over 640,000
households across Edinburgh, the
Lothians, Falkirk and Fife outlining
the design of the flight paths and
seeking the public’s views on the
proposals of a range of options.
“Our proposed flight paths are a
balance of interests focused on three
key factors; impact on communities,
airspace regulation as well as airport
and aircraft operations. Edinburgh
Airport and the aviation sector in

{Latest updates} AIRPORT NEWS

GRACE’S SIGN
MAKES THE
WORLD MORE
ACCESSIBLE

Edinburgh Airport
Chief Executive
Gordon Dewar

general are strongly growing parts
of a still sluggish Scottish economy
– and we have get this right for
the sake of jobs in Scotland and
environmental considerations.
“At the very heart of our proposals
are the findings of the initial
consultation – we have listened to
the public in finding a solution.
“In this second stage of public
consultation we will be reaching
out again to our neighbouring
communities. Our community

engagement campaign will be
backed up by media advertising and
a social media campaign to provide
information relating to drop-in
sessions and links to the feedback
pages of the website.
“In the initial consultation, more
than 5,000 members of the public
responded. This time, with lines on
the map, we look forward to hearing
from even more people.”
www.letsgofurther.com

TOTAL POPULATION OVERFLOWN
0-4,000ft

0-7,000ft

4,000ft- 7,000ft

Current routes

76,668

332,029

255,361

Proposed routes

76,668

307,648 (-7.3%)

230,980 (-9.5%)

Edinburgh Airport recently
welcomed Grace Warnock for
the official unveiling of her
especially signposted toilet
and bathroom facilities.
‘Grace’s Sign’ is designed to
highlight that people should
be considerate to those with
hidden disabilities, including
Crohn’s Disease. Grace, 11,
from Prestonpans Primary
School, is trying to make the
world a more accessible place
with her sign on accessible
toilets throughout Scotland,
the UK and the world.
Grace wants those with
an invisible disability or
long-term health condition to
be able to use the accessible
toilets without fear of
comments from others.
She said: “I am really
thrilled to see my sign here at
Edinburgh Airport as so many
people come here from all
over the world.
“Grace’s Signs is one of the
first or last things that people
see when they arrive, or before
they leave, Scotland – so
hopefully that will help spread
the word.”
Gordon Robertson,
Edinburgh Airport’s Director
of Communications, said: “It
was a great honor to have
Grace here at Edinburgh
Airport – her work raising
awareness and improving
facilities for invisible illnesses
really is an inspiration.”
He added: “We aim to
make Edinburgh Airport the
most accessible airport for
everyone – regardless of what
accessibility and requirements
they may have. Improving our
facilities and the passenger
experience is a vital part of
our business plan.”
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ARPORT NEWS {Latest updates}

PASSENGER NUMBERS
RECORD SMASHED
Edinburgh Airport has set a new
annual record for passengers
at any Scottish airport with
confirmation of 12,366,498 flying
through the airport in 2016.
This increase of more than 11
per cent from the 11.13 million
passengers who used the airport in
2015 reinforces Edinburgh Airport
as the fastest growing airport in
the UK and has been hailed as
“a tremendous success story for
Scotland”, by Chief Executive
Gordon Dewar.

December 2016 saw 863,147
passengers pass through the
airport with a massive hike in
the number of international
passengers compared to the same
month last year.
International growth has been
a constant trend throughout 2016
with over 7,156,826 passengers on
international flights throughout
the year, which represents a
21.1 per cent climb compared
to the number of international
passengers in 2015.

Welcoming the news, Gordon
said: “This is a great achievement
for the airport, the skilled and
dedicated team that work here,
our partner airlines and businesses
and it is also a tremendous success
story for Edinburgh and for the
whole of Scotland.
“To have smashed this record
highlights the draw of Edinburgh
as a destination and the growing
global appeal that Scotland holds.
In 2017, we will continue to
improve the services we offer. ”
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THE BUZZ IS THAT EDI IS THE MOST IMPROVED
Edinburgh Airport has been ranked
as the “Top Buzz score improver”
for the airport sector, in YouGov’s
annual BrandIndex rankings.
All major UK airports were
rated using YouGov BrandIndex’s
Buzz score which asked 38,000
respondents, “Have you heard
anything positive/negative about the
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brand in the last two weeks through
the news, advertising, or talking to
friends and family?”
The Buzz Improver Rankings rank
airports with the highest increase in
their scores between 2015 and 2016.
Gordon Dewar, Edinburgh
Airport’s Chief Executive, welcomed
the news: “Edinburgh Airport has

had a tremendous year in 2016 –
and being top improver for the
airport sector in YouGov’s annual
BrandIndex rankings is great news.
“Delivering growth through
choice is our strategy and we believe
it will continue be attractive as we
work to keep improving passenger
experience at Edinburgh Airport.”

{View on the world} BLOG

FROM RUNWAY
TO RUNWAY
Blogger Ruth Donaldson experiences a surge of pride in her home-town airport

For

one day only, Edinburgh
Airport had a new temporary runway.
But this was not any ordinary
runway. This was Edinburgh
Airport’s Airside Fashion Show
hosted in the No.1 Lounge.
It was great to witness and
celebrate Edinburgh Airport
introducing a number of prestigious
and exciting new brands in the
departure lounge.
I have been flying in and out of
Edinburgh Airport for 10 years. I
think it’s fair to say that while it has
allowed me to go on many a journey
around the world, the airport itself
has been on quite the journey
thanks to the increasing number of
passenger flying through EDI.
It’s great to celebrate how EDI
has worked to be one of the world’s
leading airports with the passenger
experience it now provides. It has
gone beyond being just a place you
fly in and out of. It is now a place
where you can experience not
just Edinburgh or Scottish,
but global brands,
products and services
at your convenience
before you take off.
#dontjustflythrough
As each “passenger
model” was travelling down
the runway, showcasing
the catalogue of
the latest fashion
trends, inclusive
of everyone’s
tastes (Max Mara,
Brora, Michael
Kors, The Watch
Collection, JD
Sport, Fat Face,
Next, Rolling
Luggage,
Scottish Fine
Gifts, Tartan
Weaving Mill,

‘Passengers’
showcasing
the latest
fashion trends
and brands in
the departure
lounge

Traveller and more), I felt a real
proud ownership of a place that I
could call “my airport”. My hometown airport, which I go out of my
way to arrive at a little earlier just
to experience what it has to offer.
No longer can I
complain about having
to arrive hours before
I fly. Instead,
I am more
likely to
complain
about not
having
enough time
in the airport
itself. Or if you are not
the flying type, the
airport has developed
its passenger
experience to such
a high standard, it
allows you to relax

and take your mind off flying.
And you don’t need to worry
about forgetting anything at home.
Edinburgh Airport has a huge range
of products and services ready at
your convenience, value and choice.
You know you are travelling
through a great place, when
there is no other airport
you’d rather fly in and out
of. Congratulations to
Edinburgh Airport and
their team for creating
a place Scotland gets
to proudly share with
the world.
Ruth Donaldson, humanitarian
advocate. JustHair. Artist, promoter
and host. Photographer. Feel free
to journey with me on Instagram
and Twitter: i. instagram.com/
ruthskye @ruthskye • t. twitter.com/
ruthdonaldson @ruthdonaldson
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EVENTS {Spring highlights}

CITY FULL OF THE
JOYS OF STRINGS
As Edinburgh shakes off winter’s
traces, there is no let-up in the fun,
with a range of exciting events
emerging for the new season

The

days are beginning to get
longer and green shoots are starting
to appear here and there. After the
excitement of the festive season and
shaking off the darkness of winter,
Edinburgh is emerging into spring,
so there are even more reasons
to get out and about in the city of
year-round festivals, culture and
events. Read on for details of some of
the most exciting events coming to
Edinburgh over the coming months.
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{Spring highlights} EVENTS

EDINBURGH
INTERNATIONAL
HARP FESTIVAL –
31 MARCH–5 APRIL
Now in its 35th year and a focal
point for harpists not only in the
capital but from around the world,
Edinburgh International Harp
Festival features workshops, special
performances, exhibitions by harp
makers and a ceilidh. Whether
you play yourself, want to learn, or
simply enjoy the sound of the harp,
the Edinburgh International Harp
Festival is an event not to miss.
Find out more at www.edinburgh.
org/whats-on/edinburghinternational-harp-festival/

© Marco Brigandi
Facebook: MBR Photography
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EVENTS {Spring highlights}

THE PUPPET ANIMATION
FESTIVAL –
25 MARCH–15 APRIL
Held in venues across
Scotland since 1984, The
Puppet Animation Festival
offers children and their
families the opportunity to be
transported to magical worlds of
make-believe with a wide range of
puppetry and animation on offer
over the Easter holidays.
Events and performances will
be taking place in venues across
Edinburgh such as the Inch
Community Centre, the Scottish
Storytelling Centre, Out of the Blue
Drill Hall, the Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh and many more.
Find out more at www.edinburgh.
org/whats-on/puppet-animationfestival/

EDINBURGH
INTERNATIONAL
SCIENCE FESTIVAL –
1–16 APRIL
April 2017 brings to
the city the Edinburgh
International Science
Festival: the world’s first
public celebration of science and
technology and one of Europe’s
largest. The two-week festival gives
audiences amazing experiences
through a diverse programme of
innovative events, which this year
will be based around the theme Our
Connected World.
Through a vibrant and varied
programme of events, exhibitions
and happenings, the 2017 Edinburgh
International Science Festival will
explore the information/digital
age and the intersection of science
and technology with the digital and
creative industries.
Find out more at www.edinburgh.
org/whats-on/edinburghinternational-science-festival/
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{Spring highlights} EVENTS

EDINBURGH’S 101 OBJECTS
– MAY ONWARDS
2017 is VisitScotland’s
Year of History, Heritage
and Archaeology, and
Edinburgh has a lot to be
particularly proud of. Edinburgh’s
101 Objects is a curated collection
of items located throughout
Edinburgh that embody the city’s
rich history and the many stories
playing intricate parts in its heritage.
Visitors and locals are invited to visit
and learn more about each object’s
significance and the fascinating
stories behind them, ranging from
the ancient Stone of Destiny to Dolly,
the first successfully cloned sheep.
Get to know the stories and
histories that combine to make the
city one of the most fascinating and
historically rich capitals on earth.
Find out more, and see a full list of
objects, at www.edinburgh.org/101

EDINBURGH MARATHON FESTIVAL – 27-28 MAY
Taking place over the late
May bank holiday weekend,
Edinburgh Marathon
Festival is Scotland’s
biggest running festival and brings
opportunities for runners of all ages
and levels to push themselves and
raise money for good causes.
Entrants can run on their own

or relay with a group of friends,
schoolmates or colleagues.
Participants get their run timed, as
well as a wicking t-shirt and runner’s
recovery pack, on top of a choice
of great routes spanning from 5km
to a full 26.2-mile marathon, and a
chance to raise money for any of a
number of great causes.

Find out more at www.edinburgh.
org/whats-on/edinburgh-marathonfestival-2017
These are just a few of the great
events coming up – keep an eye
on www.edinburgh.org/whats-on/
to keep up to date with the latest
events. #ThisisEdinburgh
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TRAVEL {Germany}

CITIES OF
CULTURE
The main cities of Germany are renowned for their
wealth of inspiring attractions, both historic and modern

We love Germany. It’s a place of modern cities and ancient forests, tasty

sausages and top-notch beer, romantic castles and 21st-century architecture,
Beethoven symphonies and electronic pop... and it’s all in easy reach.
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Germany’s capital Berlin is
a world city of culture

{Germany} TRAVEL

Berliner Dom, the cat
hedral
on the capital’s Museu
m
Island in the River Sp
ree

BERLIN

Berlin is full of
brilliant attractions
and landmarks
including some
of Europe’s most
exciting museums;
the city even has its
very own Museum
Island. It also has
a rich supply of
galleries exhibiting
everything from
contemporary art to
Asian collections and
work dating from
earlier centuries.
And it’s no surprise
that Germany’s
capital is awash with
historical sights,
from the worldfamous attraction
to The Checkpoint
Charlie border
crossing.
Served by EasyJet
from Edinburgh
Airport
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TRAVEL {Germany}

COLOGNE

Cologne Cathedral,
Germany’s most popular
tourist attraction

The twin-spired Cologne
Cathedral is regularly voted
Germany’s most popular
tourist attraction. And it’s just one of
the city’s many attractions. Cologne’s
eclectic museum collection covers
everything from art to chocolate,
sports and even Roman history.
Indeed, diversity is Cologne’s
strength; travelling through town you
could come across an ancient Roman
wall, medieval churches, postwar
architecture, avant-garde structures
and even a new postmodern quarter
on the Rhine.
Served by Eurowings from Edinburgh
Airport
A funfair in a fun city

FRANKFURT

Frankfurt has been
described as the
“international financial and trade
fair city with the most imposing
skyline in Germany”. But that’s not
all it offers. There are museums
on the Main banks, numerous
historical sights, the Frankfurt
School, the Kaiserdom (Cathedral),
the Paulskirche (cradle of German
democracy), Ebbelwei and
Frankfurter sausages,
and much more. And
they all come with a
hospitable atmosphere
that stems from
Frankfurt’s centuriesold role as a trading
centre.
Served by Lufthansa
and Ryanair from
Edinburgh Airport
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DÜSSELDORF

When it comes to fashion
and art, few European
cities rival Düsseldorf. It’s home
to leading-edge architecture and
vibrant nightlife and yet it’s also a
place of wide streets lined by elegant
shops, with a ring of parks and
gardens encircling the downtown
area. There are dozens of museums
and more than 100 art galleries. And
every July the city hosts the Largest
Fair on the Rhine, a week-long
funfair attracting more than four
million visitors.
Served by Eurowings from Edinburgh
Airport

Frankfurt’s
Römerberg
square. Inset:
all aboard the
Ebbelwei Express

{Germany} TRAVEL

MUNICH

Home to centuries-old
buildings and numerous
places of interest, Munich is known
for its annual Oktoberfest celebration
and its beer halls, including the
famed Hofbräuhaus. The centre of
Munich’s historic inner city is the
large open square, the Marienplatz,

where you’ll find the Old and New
Town Halls. Munich is also renowned
for its fine churches, and its many
parks, in particular the English
Garden (Englischer Garten), the
world’s largest urban public park.
Served by Eurowings and EasyJet
from Edinburgh Airport

Above: Munich hosts the world-famous Oktoberfest.
Main picture: the old city hall in Marienplatz in the
city centre, with the Frauenkirche on the left

HAMBURG

Hamburg’s role
as a centre of
international
trade has brought
great wealth
and Unesco
World Heritage
recognition.
The city is best
known for its famous
harbour area, which is
often referred to as the Gateway
to Germany. Near its core, Inner
Alster lake is dotted with boats and
surrounded by cafes. What’s more,
the city has vibrant neighbourhoods
awash with multicultural eateries,
as well as the gloriously seedy
Reeperbahn red-light
district.
Served by EasyJet from
Edinburgh Airport

The Christmas market in
front of Hamburg’s city
hall. Inset: the City of
Warehouses District
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TAIL PLANE {Katie Wood}

FLY DIRECT TO
NEW DELIGHTS
The exciting and diverse cultures of Vienna, Porto and Reykjavik are now
among the destinations within hassle-free reach of Edinburgh

My personal big news for 2017 is

that I’ve a new column in the Sunday
Times (Scottish edition).
For my first column, I focused on
the exciting new places that one can
fly to direct from Scottish airports.
And guess which airport has the
most exciting new destinations? Yep,
you’re likely standing in it right now…
Among the great places that you
can fly to non-stop are my following
top three favourites:

n Vienna – a city built to rule
most of Europe, and it shows.
The grandeur of the Austrian
capital has to be seen to be believed
– oozing with class and elegance,
here you find huge palaces,
breathtaking churches and some of
the most beautiful architecture in
the world. In recent years, its once
stuffy image has been replaced by
some really rather cutting- edge,
quirky districts (the 7th is the
best – some great vintage shops,

Vienna oozes class
and elegance
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and a brilliant boutique hotel and
eating-out scene). easyJet fly there
from £24.99 one way. Jet 2 also fly
from Edinburgh.

weird culinary choices (I don’t
recommend the puffin!) and natural
spas – most notably the Blue Lagoon.
Don’t just stay in the capital –
venture out on those open roads
n Trust me, if you only go on
and try the Golden Circle Tour,
one European city break this
which takes in most of
year, make it to Porto. This
Iceland’s most stunning
city is at the same stage
sights, including the Geysir
as Havana – absolutely
geothermal area where
brilliant right now,
you find the Stokkur
but in a year or two,
geyser, which shoots
mass tourism may
a column of water
well have altered
up to 30 metres
WRITE ON
it irreparably.
(98ft) into the
Katie Wood has been a full-time
Currently it is
air every four
travel writer for more than 25
more shabby
to eight minutes
years. Author of 39 guidebooks,
than chic, but
in a thrilling
she has travelled to more than
absolutely
display of
135 countries and worked as a
wonderful. It
nature’s forces.
travel writer and editor for
has a great café
Fly directly
more than 30 newspapers
society, and the port
from Edinburgh to
and magazines.
quarter is fascinating
Reykjavik on the new
because of its links with
WOW Air service on
Scotland due to the legacy
Wednesdays and Sundays
of Scots prominent in the
and, should you wish, you can
port industry.
connect on to North America from
The city has good-value hotels and £125 one way.
restaurants, and is way less touristy
WOW air fly from Edinburgh to
than Lisbon. Ryanair fly from £26.09
Reykjavik and onwards to a number
one way.
of US and Canadian destinations,
including New York, Montreal,
n Reykjavik – Want somewhere
Toronto, San Francisco, Washington
really different? Iceland is
DC, Boston and Los Angeles.
a country of enormous
New routes also include Miami
excitement and contrasts.
and Pittsburgh (from June), both of
The old cliché stands
which are going to be three times
good – ‘a land of ice and
a week. All routes are via Keflajvik,
fire’. In the summer,
with an average stopover time of just
you’ll scarcely see
1 hour 20mins. See wowair.com
darkness at night, but
If you just want to go to Iceland,
whatever time of year
you can fly on current easyJet
you go, you can’t help
service on Tuesdays, Thursdays
but be immersed into the
and Sundays.
vibrant culture.
Enjoy flying direct – no more
Enjoy their excellent
the need for Heathrow Hell or the
museums, rich art culture,
Gatwick Guddle!

