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We published the Edinburgh Airport Masterplan 
2011 in July and committed to producing an 
annual development statement.  It is intended that 
this, the first annual development statement, will 
highlight what development has taken place at the 
airport, including consolidation, within the previous 
year, whilst also highlighting noteworthy 
successes and factors that will influence how we 
develop. 
 
2011 was a successful year for Edinburgh Airport.  
We experienced several record months of 
passenger growth and attracted a number of new 
routes to Edinburgh, increasing Edinburgh and 
Scotland’s connectivity.  In total, we had 9.38 
million passengers and 40 airlines serving 140 
destinations. 
 
Our success was recognised in June by achieving the accolade of being the “Best 
European Airport 5-10m Passengers” at the Annual ACI EUROPE Best Airport 
Awards.  We were one of two UK successes this year when compared to comparator 
airports from across Europe.  This success along with fifth place in the Airport 
Service Quality awards and a silver award in the UK Airport of the Year category at 
the British Travel Awards reflects the investment that has been made in Edinburgh 
and the work of the staff to build upon the improvements that have been made. 
 
Edinburgh Airport is in a good position to build upon recent accolades and success.  
This is despite the announcement in October that the airport would be sold by BAA.  
The recent masterplan provides a blueprint for any owner to take the airport forward 
and the speed of further development and growth will depend on the new owner. 
 
Within the Masterplan we identified some developments that would take place during 
2011, principally a new link taxiway and a new covered walkway from the terminal to 
the site of the forthcoming tram kiosk - now under construction.  Both the walkway 
and taxiway were completed during 2011 and the new taxiway will result in a more 
efficient airfield leading to less delays on the ground when taxiing, or waiting to taxi, 
and lead to a fuel burn saving of 300kg per day in the summer peak.  This equates to 
around a one tonne of CO2 per day or reducing approximately 300 tonnes of CO2 per 
year. 
 
During 2011 sculptor Andy Scott offered us four metre high maquettes, scale models, 
of a project he was working on near Falkirk.  The Kelpies were installed on the 
welcome roundabout in August and show what positive impact such features have on 
enhancing the entrance to the airport. 
 
Ahead of the winter we engaged the services of stone conservators to assess the 
condition of The Catstane, a Scheduled Ancient Monument, located on the airfield.  
Remedial works to the stone and Latin inscription were carried out in August.  
 
In order to enhance the passenger experience we improved aspects of the short stay 
car parking provision throughout the year and also introduced a virtual assistant in 
October to communicate important safety and security messages to waiting 
passengers in English, Polish, Spanish and Italian as they prepare for the security 
queue.  New retail and food and beverage facilities, such as Kurt Geiger, Hugo Boss 
and Yo Sushi, also opened in the departure lounge for the first time. 



 
The airport successfully took part in Earth Hour in 
March.  A number of lights were switched off 
within buildings along with some on the airfield 
where planes taxied following vehicles rather than 
taxiway lights.  This was possible due to earth 
Hour falling during a quiet period.  We also worked 
with the Building Research Establishment 
throughout the year as they undertook a 
GreenPrint Assessment of the airport.  Whilst we 
achieved a “Very Good” accreditation in the final 
report in October we will use the results of the 
assessment to inform future processes and 
development at the airport. 
 
October saw the completion of a Fire Training Unit 
which enhances the facilities for fire fighter training 
at Edinburgh Airport. 
 
A substantial amount of money has been spent on 
consolidation and asset replacement in the past year.  Whether it is replacing floor 
tiles in the terminal or sections of taxiway we are in a perpetual cycle of maintaining 
and enhancing the airport.  Most of this investment is unseen, or taken for granted, 
and some, such as the new snow equipment, we hope is not required. 
 
The Edinburgh Airport Masterplan 2011 forms part of a suite of statutory and non-
statutory documents for West Edinburgh and aviation.  Besides the masterplan 
consultation we also commenced consultations on a replacement Property Market 
Support Bond.  We also contributed to consultations undertaken by others, such as 
the Department for Transport’s review of UK aviation policy and City of Edinburgh 
Council’s Local Development Plan Main Issues Report. 
 
Locally, Edinburgh Airport provided £83,000 in grant funding to local organisations 
and causes through the Community Fund during 2011.  Further contributions from 
the BAA Communities Trust take this contribution to circa £120,000.  Existing 
schemes will continue to operate in 2012 and be supplemented by a new 
Environment Fund. 
 
For 2012 we plan to continue to enhance Edinburgh Airport’s reputation within 
Europe and beyond.  We will build upon the existing route network with the existing 
and potential new airlines at Edinburgh Airport.  We seek to invest further and will 
address capacity issues and once sold will begin a new chapter for the development 
and growth of the airport. 
 
 
 


