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TAKING FLIGHT
Welcome to the latest issue of 
Capital magazine.

What a summer it’s been – the busiest 
ever for Edinburgh Airport. We’ve seen 
record-breaking passenger numbers, 
with both July and August seeing more 
than one million people pass through our 
terminal. This is the first time we have 
ever experienced this level of passenger 
throughput in a single month and we’re 
delighted to have helped so many people 
on their travels. Thank you for choosing 
Edinburgh Airport.

Accommodating such a huge number of 
passengers between May and September 
naturally presented us with challenges but, 
like always, we rose to these challenges 
and embraced the change. We worked 
hard to ensure the passenger remained top 
priority and I believe this shone through.

In addition to our two consecutive 
‘million months’, we also celebrated the 
first anniversary since our new owners 
GIP came on board. This anniversary 
allowed us to reflect on the achievements 
from the previous year, but also gave us a 
renewed focus and the motivation to work 
even harder.

We’re more dedicated than ever to 
ensuring the best for our passengers and 

in this issue of Capital we’ll give you an 
insight into the future plans for Edinburgh 
Airport. Having just announced a new 
airport extension project and a number 
of new routes for 2014, it’s a very exciting 
time for us.  

As well as being available throughout 
the terminal, Capital is also available on 
our website – edinburghairport.com – and 
on Lothian Buses’ Airlink 100 service.

I hope you enjoy this autumn issue of 
Capital and will join us in looking to the 
future, which will no doubt be exciting.  

As always, we’d like to hear from 
you about what you’d like to see in the 
magazine, how you’d like to receive it 
and what you think of this issue.

Edinburgh Airport is where 
Scotland meets the world!

Happy reading.     

Gordon Robertson
Director of Communications 
edinburghairport.com

AT LIBERTY 
IN NEW YORK

Get into the festive spirit with 
a pre-Christmas trip to the 

city that never sleeps
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ATTRACTIONS {Year of Natural Scotland}

A NATION  
OF NATURAL 

WONDERS 
Our breathtaking scenery, rich history and wonderful wildlife are  

all helping to secure the country as a world-class travel destination 

Magnificent Dunrobin Castle, near 
Golspie, in Sutherland is the jewel in  

the crown of the Highlands

The majestic red deer 
is part of the scenery 
on the Isle of Rum

Scotland’s outstanding natural 
beauty has been celebrated this year as the 
country showcases the best of its historic 
landscapes, natural playgrounds and 
surprising wildlife as part of the Year of 
Natural Scotland 2013.

Outdoor activities, including wildlife 
tourism, is estimated to be worth more than 
£1.4 billion to Scotland, with 58 per cent of 
visitors citing our scenery and landscapes as 
their top reason for choosing Scotland as a 
holiday hotspot.

 Throughout 2013, VisitScotland, along with 
partners such as Scottish Natural Heritage, 
RSPB Scotland and the Cairngorms and Loch 
Lomond and theTrossachs National Parks, 
have been promoting the country as a must-
see destination around the world.

The year started with a bang with CNN 
voting Scotland as its top travel destination 
for 2013, certainly a ringing endorsement, 
and especially relevant with US visitors being 
the country’s largest international market.

In this spirit, VisitScotland launched a 
new advert which was specially developed to 

promote 2013 to millions of British 
TV viewers and cinemagoers.

Scenes include gannets on Ailsa Craig off 
the Ayrshire coast and red deer on the Isle 
of Rum. Additional shots show white water 
rafting in Perthshire, mountain biking at 
Torridon in the Highlands, the beach at 
Arisaig in the West Highlands, Pittenweem 
Arts Festival in Fife, Andy Goldsworthy’s 
Striding Arches in Dumfries and Galloway 
and the aurora borealis in Shetland.

Autumn is arguably Scotland’s most 
dramatic season, when Mother Nature paints 
the tree-lined hillsides and wooded glens 
with a fiery display of vivid colour 
and sprinkles a dusting of snow on 
the highest mountain tops to
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{Year of Natural Scotland} ATTRACTIONS

The beautiful Buachaille 
Etive Mor in Glen Coe
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ATTRACTIONS {Year of Natural Scotland}

complete the masterpiece. This 
is the perfect time to unwind and 
rejuvenate in the great outdoors, 

among this vibrant palette of russets, 
reds, ochres and golds, which light up the 
woodlands well into November.  

Walking amidst this dazzling array 
of colour offers the best opportunity to 
immerse yourself in some of Europe’s most 
breathtaking scenery. Take a woodland walk 
in Perthshire – ‘Big Tree Country’, where the 
colours are perfectly reflected in jewel-like 
lochs and rivers, or head for the Highlands 

Enjoy a bird’s eye view at a Highland falconry display

Sir Walter Scott’s view over the River Tweed

Sample a feast of freshly 

caught seafood in Scotland
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{Year of Natural Scotland} ATTRACTIONS

to enjoy stunning walks at Rogie Falls near 
Contin, in Glenmore Forest Park and at 
The Falls of Shin in Sutherland. Or, 
if you prefer, join one of several 
walking festivals taking place, 
which provide guided walks with a 
uniquely Scottish flavour.

The Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh is a fantastic place to see 
a unique and exotic collection of flora 
from around the world. There are three 
other Royal Botanic Garden sites spread 
throughout Scotland – in the mountainous 

Benmore, the wooded hills of Dawyck and 
Logan on the warm Gulf Stream peninsula 
in Dumfries and Galloway. Together, the 
gardens house one of the world’s largest 

living collections of plants.
Scotland’s dramatic landscape, islands 

and coastal areas are home to a vast 
array of wildlife where visitors can 
observe fascinating animals in their 
natural habitat and autumn 

is a great time to witness these 
amazing wildlife spectacles, 

unique to Scotland. 

The Calanais Standing  
Stones on the Isle of Lewis
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ATTRACTIONS {Year of Natural Scotland}

Tackling the bumpy Balblair 
mountain bike trail, Sutherland 

Canoe at Bow Fiddle Rock, 
Portknockie, on Moray coast
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{Year of Natural Scotland} ATTRACTIONS

Wander along parts of the Solway 
coast, or explore the isle of Islay 
and behold the arrival of winter 

roosts as thousands of barnacle 
geese, greylag geese and whooper swans 
descend from Norway, Iceland  
and Greenland.  

Alternatively, savour a hill-walk in the 
Central Highlands and Galloway hills 
and experience the haunting bellows and 
often-violent ritual of the ‘rut’, as deer stags 
compete against each other to attract the 
strongest ‘hinds’. On the west coast, enjoy 
a quiet coastal or beach walk and marvel 
at the number of grey seals caring for their 
fur-coated pups – all unforgettable wildlife 
displays. If you are lucky, otter and golden 
eagle and red squirrel can also be seen in 
specific areas of the country.  

Scotland is home to about 75 per cent 
of the UK’s endangered red squirrels, 
representing one of the last strongholds for 
the species in the UK. Once a common sight, 
today there are only around 121,000 red 
squirrels to be found across Scotland. Visitors 
can follow the Dalbeattie Forest waymarked 
Red Squirrel Walk, which is home to the first 
Red Squirrel Trail in the south of Scotland.

Autumn is a season of ‘mists and mellow 
fruitfulness’, renowned for its bountiful 
harvest. Markets and meals are full of 
brambles, wild mushrooms, apples and game 
such as venison, grouse and partridge.

Restaurants across Scotland offer menus 
specialising in seasonal produce, but it is also 
easy to get out into the fresh air and pick 
your own. If you enjoy a mixture of local 
British food and the great outdoors, the 
increasing opportunities for fungi foraging 
and sourcing other wild foods will appeal.  

Scotland’s great outdoors isn’t only 
famous for the scenery, wildlife and 
food during autumn. There’s also 
something for thrillseekers looking to 
get the adrenalin pumping with exciting 
activities on land, in the water and 
in the air. From white water rafting 
to kayaking, archery to 4x4 driving, 
fishing to golf, there are a range of 
activities to suit everyone, whatever 
your skill or taste.

Whatever new experience you’re 
looking for during autumn, this 
Year of Natural Scotland 2013 has 
something for everyone. 

Scotland is the epicentre for 
foodies, adrenalin junkies, wildlife 
enthusiasts and those just looking 
to get away from it all. Scotland  
is without doubt a must-visit, 
must-return holiday destination.

Caerlaverock 
Castle in 
Dumfries  
& Galloway, 
left; and 
Inverewe 
Gardens, 
below
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SHOPPING {Christmas}

From famous designers to 
stylish independent boutiques and 
high-street favourites on every 
street, Edinburgh cannot  
be beaten when it comes to 
Christmas shopping.

Conveniently forming mini-
shopping districts, all in easy walking 
distance from the city centre, 
Edinburgh will ensure a stress-free 
shopping experience to find those 
all-important perfect gifts. 

With tempting smells of mulled 
wine and freshly made cakes wafting 
across from the traditional Christmas 
Market, you’re sure to get in the 
festive mood in the city centre. 

The thoroughfare is also packed 

with big high-street department 
stores. These include the famous 
Jenner’s (owned by House of Fraser) 
and Debenhams. 

The handsome George Street is 
one of Edinburgh’s most popular 
shopping destinations, packed with 
the likes of Jo Malone, Penhaligons, 
Anthropologie and Cath Kidston. 

Harvey Nichols on St Andrew 
Square is every fashionista’s dream, 
while its neighbouring Multrees 
Walk mixes luxury designers such as 
Louis Vuitton and Hugo Boss with 
young fashion brands, including 
Reiss and G-Star.  

For something a little different, 
the small independent shops 

around Thistle Street, Stockbridge, 
Grassmarket and the West End are a 
treasure trove of fashion, accessories, 
galleries, antiques and designer 
furniture.  Sarah Dallas Interiors in 
Stockbridge is packed with beautiful 
homeware and interior gifts. 

For shoes, Helen Batemen is an 
Edinburgh institution, while Chic & 
Unique offers a delicious selection of 
vintage costume jewellery.  

If you’re keen to avoid any winter 
weather, you can head a little further 
afield to the Gyle Centre to the west of 
the city centre and Ocean Terminal to 
the north, in Leith. Both offer shelter 
from the elements indoors, as well as  
wide variety of shops.

’TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP AND DINE

REST YOUR HEAD
Edinburgh has a superb array of 
accommodation to suit all tastes  
and budgets. The five-star Hotel 
Missoni is sumptuously decorated, 
while The Caledonian, the only 
Waldorf Astoria in Scotland,  
brings classic charm and luxury  
to Edinburgh’s West End. 

There are lots of new, swish and 
very affordable hotels that have 
opened in Edinburgh. Tune Hotels 
in Haymarket and Motel One on 
Cockburn Street offer rooms from 
£25 and £69 respectively. The five-
star budget Edinburgh Central Youth 
Hostel offers ensuite six-bed dorms 
and private rooms from £20. 



{Christmas} SHOPPING

For information and special offers, follow facebook.com/edinburgh or 
@edinburgh on Twitter. www.edinburghchristmas.com

’TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP AND DINE
From its vast array of shops and markets to delicious dining 
options, and not to mention great places to stay, Edinburgh 
is a perfect destination for stocking up on gifts or giving 
yourself a treat during the Christmas period

DELICIOUS DINING 
From Michelin fine dining such as 
Martin Wishart and 21212, to a whole 
host of welcoming bistros and cafés, 
Edinburgh has a huge variety of 
quality eateries, serving a wide range 
of fresh, home-cooked dishes and 
using seasonal and local produce.  

Chef Tom Kitchin’s new gastro 
pub, the Scran & Scallie, mixes 
modern favourites with forgotten 
classics such as Sheep’s Heid Scotch 
Broth. While the quirky Gardner’s 
Cottage grows much of its produce, 
serving a daily changing six- 
course menu on long communal 
dining tables. 

If you don’t eat your fill at 
Cannonmills’ Earthy, its wonderful 

deli and shop is packed with mouth-
watering goodies.  

To get into the Christmas spirit, 
you can’t go wrong with a glass of 
bubbles under the grandeur of the 
giant Christmas tree in The Dome. 
Or, after a hard day’s shopping, a 
tasty cocktail in award-winning 
Bramble or Bon Vivant will do 
wonders. New bar, The Vintage, has 
a delicious Bloody Mary menu, to 
revive you from seasonal hangovers. 

The Vintage joins a number of 
eclectic bars in Leith’s trendy Shore 
district, including Sofi’s, Bond No.9 
and The Roseleaf, all offering a lively 
alternative option to their city centre 
counterparts.

MARKETS
Edinburgh has a terrific selection 
of markets this winter. A new 
Children’s Christmas Market 
(22 November-5 January) will be 
perfect for younger shoppers, and 
will form a central attraction to 
the St Andrew Square festivities 
along with the new Scottish 
Food Market. 

There’s also a German Market 
at Princes Street Gardens and 
The Mound. Edinburgh’s Farmer’s 
Market, Castle Terrace, opens 
every Saturday, 9am- 2pm, 
offering a lovely variety of fresh 
Scottish produce. 

The Real Scottish Christmas 
Fair, Castle Terrace, 30 
November-5 December offers 
a range of contemporary and 
traditional Scottish crafts, 
jewellery, fashion and arts. 

The Ethical Christmas Market, 
Castle Street, 7-15 December, 
is now an established Edinburgh 
favourite, with fair trade,  
ethical, environmental 
traders selling a huge 
range of beautiful 
jewellery, crafts, 
homeware, food 
and drink.
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CELEBRATIONS {Christmas and Hogmanay}

DREAMING OF A  
FUN CHRISTMAS?

With a well-deserved reputation as 
one of the world’s most stunning and 
atmospheric winter destinations, 
Edinburgh’s Christmas 2013 will be 
a packed season of attractions in 
breathtaking central locations.

Skate around a festive ice rink, take a 
ride on the Big Wheel and get lost in the 
magnificent Christmas Tree Maze 
at East Princes Street Gardens. 
Sample delicious food and 
drink at the Scottish and 
European Markets, catch 
a show in the Paradiso 
Spiegeltent, and take 
in 360-degree views of 
Edinburgh from the 
60-metres high Starflyer 
in St Andrew Square. 

For the first time, 
Edinburgh’s Christmas plays 
host to an exciting season of 
performances in the spectacular 
Paradiso Spiegeltent at St Andrew Square. 
International circus sensation LIMBO 
comes to Edinburgh for a limited Christmas 
season, having wowed Adelaide and 
London. Plus there’s family entertainment 
from Captain Flinn and the Pirate 
Dinosaurs and Little Red Riding Hood. 

Light Night, the official season opening 
ceremony, takes place on George Street 
at 3pm on 24 November. Be there to help 
launch the Christmas celebrations and 
watch the city’s lights go on in style.

Check out the full season and buy tickets 
at edinburghschristmas.com 
        facebook.com/edinburghschristmas 
        twitter.com/edxmas
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{Christmas and Hogmanay} CELEBRATIONS

This year, Edinburgh’s Hogmanay 
celebrates its 21st anniversary and will 
welcome 80,000 revellers from over 
60 countries to party at the ‘Home 
of Hogmanay’ and launch the year of 
Homecoming Scotland 2014. Three days 
of incredible events: theatre, music, dance 
and street party extravaganzas make 
Edinburgh’s Hogmanay the only place 
to see in the New Year.  

On the opening night of the 
festival (30 December), join 
the Torchlight Procession as it 
flickers through the city, leading 
to a spectacular Son et Lumiere and 
fireworks finale.

Then party into 2014 at one of three 
main ticketed events on 31 December. The 
world-famous Edinburgh’s Hogmanay Street 
Party presents the best in Scottish music on 
live music stages throughout the city centre, 
DJ sets, giant screens and one of the world’s 
greatest New Year fireworks displays. 

Set beneath the stunning backdrop of 
Edinburgh Castle, the Concert in the Gardens 
this year presents the UK’s most successful 
pop duo of all time, Pet Shop Boys, and 
they will be joined on stage by some very 

special guests. Or if you want a truly Scottish 
Edinburgh Hogmanay, then birl through the 
bells at The Keilidh; an outdoor ceilidh event.

But Edinburgh’s Hogmanay is more than 
just music and New Year fireworks, this 
festival is packed with free and ticketed 
entertainment around 31 December. 

The serene Candlelit Concert in the 
surroundings of the Old Town’s St 

Giles’ Cathedral, plus a full exciting 
new programme of entertainment 
on New Year’s Day, alongside The 
Loony Dook; a New Year’s Day dip 
in the freezing waters of the Firth of 

Forth (pictured below), ensure that 
Edinburgh’s Hogmanay continues to be 

voted as one of the top New Year experiences 
in the world.

Tickets are on-sale now at www.
edinburghshogmanay.com or 0844 5738455 
Register on the website  for artist updates 
and programme announcements. 
Share your Edinburgh’s Hogmanay 
experience with the world through 
#Blogmanay 
        facebook.com/edinburghshogmanay 
        twitter.com/edhogmanay

Edinburgh’s famous celebrations welcome the world to party into 2014

SAY ‘HEY’ TO  
HOGMANAY
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{Point Hotel} ACCOMMODATION

Visitors to Edinburgh – on business 
or pleasure – will soon be able to enjoy 
the type of luxury associated with the 
DoubleTree by Hilton brand.

Formerly the Point Hotel, and ideally 
located in the heart of Scotland’s capital city, 
the Hilton Group’s latest offering is set to 
open its doors in autumn following a multi-
million pound refurbishment. 

Situated in the heart of the financial 
district, this historic listed building offers a 
fantastic location within walking distance of 
many of Edinburgh’s famous attractions. 

There will be a range of stylish 
accommodation to choose from, with all 
138 rooms including wi-fi and comfortable 
furnishings. All of the hotel’s deluxe rooms 
and suites offer magnificent views of the 
iconic Edinburgh Castle and beyond.

For those on business, meetings or events 
can be held in a dedicated conference venue, 
which will offer modern facilities including 
audio-visual equipment rental.

And if you’re considering tying the knot 
in Edinburgh, The Penthouse – a stunning 
venue featuring an outdoor decking area and 
panoramic views of the historic city skyline, 
the castle and the River Forth – is just the 
place for a wedding reception.

Monboddo is a cocktail bar offering food 
all day from 8am daily – the ideal place to 
meet colleagues or friends. Alternatively, 
Bread Street Brasserie will be offering 
seasonal Scottish fare with a pre-theatre 
menu from £9.95 for two courses. For the 
energetic, there is also a 24-hour fitness 
centre with cardio equipment and weights.

General manager Ronald Little said: 
“Opening the DoubleTree by Hilton in 
Edinburgh is a fantastic first for the city and 
we’re incredibly proud of the transformation 
of this landmark building. Our new-look 
Monboddo Bar and Bread Street Brasserie 
will offer first-rate food and drink and we’re 
confident our new approach will offer guests 
a great first and lasting impression.”

GET TO THE POINT
The first 
DoubleTree by 
Hilton hotel in 
Edinburgh will 
offer a fantastic 
venue for 
leisure 
or business

The iconic Point 
Hotel in Edinburgh 

has undergone a 
multi-million pound 

refurbishment
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BRIGHT TIMES AHEAD
Summer 2014 is already set for sunny days with delightful new destinations 

from Edinburgh Airport, available at Jet2.com and Jet2holidays

The heart 
of the town 
still bears 
the weight 
of where 
emperors 
once trod – 
its original 
pavements 
remain 
unchanged, 
leading 
onlookers 
past ancient 
temples  
and arches

The magnificent 
Pula Arena is 

one of the best-
preserved Roman 

amphitheatres. 
Below: the 

elegant beachside 
resort of Portoroz 

Planning a summer escape early 
certainly reaps its rewards. Setting the date for 
soaring to the sun ensures that there’s always 
a light at the end of those long, dark winter 
months. Plus, as Jet2.com and Jet2holidays now 
offer 16 destinations from Edinburgh Airport, 
the variety of ways to enjoy a golden 2014 is 
even more alluring.

Pula is a perfect example of the eclectic array 
of stunning locales that can be reached from 
Edinburgh. As a new Croatian destination for 
summer 2014, visitors will be astounded by the 
sheer abundance of historical riches on show. 

Echoes of Italian antiquity radiate through 
the seafront city, bringing the biggest gasps at 
the colossal Pula Arena. One of the world’s best-
preserved Roman amphitheatres, slivers of 
silvery stone shimmer in the midday sun, just 
as they did when it was built back in 27BC. 

The heart of the town still bears the weight 
of where emperors once trod – its original 
pavements remain unchanged, leading 
onlookers past ancient temples and arches.

Formed around a natural bay at the very 
precipice of the Istrian Riviera, Pula is also 
mere moments away from the dreamy coastline 
of the Verudela Peninsula. It displays a classic 
aspect of Croatia, where white cliffs capped 
with tousled green trees rise from turquoise 

waters. Caramel 
coloured sands then offer the ideal 
place to relax and soak in the scenery.

The delights of Istria continue in Slovenia, 
a new destination available exclusively at 
Jet2holidays from just £589 per person for a 
seven-night stay. Its elegant beachside resort, 
Portoroz, has a long heritage as a holiday 
destination, once attracting the Austro-
Hungarian royalty to enjoy its illustrious spas 
and opulent residences. 

The regal atmosphere pervades in Portoroz 
today, at the glamorous casinos on the seafront 
promenade. A sense of Slovenia’s great history 
is never far away too, especially at Piran. This 
beautiful peninsula town’s stunning centrepiece 
is Tartini Square, modelled with an undeniably 
Venetian influence.

From these sun-sparkled new destinations 
to glorious old favourites, every holiday at 
Jet2holidays is available for just a £60 per 
person deposit. Meanwhile, Jet2.com has great 
flight times, allocated seats and a 22kg baggage 
allowance – yet more reasons for securing time 
in the sun in summer 2014. Book now!
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SHOPPING {Hamilton & Inches}

Hamilton & Inches, the prestigious 
Edinburgh-based retailer of jewellery, 
watches, silver and luxury goods, has  
double reason to celebrate in autumn  
2013 – the opening of an exclusive Rolex 
room and the launch of its first-ever fine 
jewellery collections.

As managing director Stephen Paterson 
explained, the new Rolex room represents 
a significant development. He said: “Our 
showroom is Grade A listed and recognised 
as one of the finest in Europe. We have been 
carefully planning this change for three 
years – as well as providing a dedicated space 
for one of our most important brands, it will 
allow us to reinforce Hamilton & Inches’ 
own unique identity.

“What’s more, it is one of the largest  
in-store Rolex spaces in the UK.”

A great deal of work, including the 
creation of a roof light, has gone into the 
realisation of the new space. 

Stephen added: “As people would 
expect, it is both stunning and distinctive. 
Adjacent, through two glass doors, is a new 
watchmaking area. This means clients 
will have an insight to the work that our 
watchmakers do and they will be able to 
meet and talk to the craftsmen.”

The new room adds to Hamilton & 
Inches’ status as Rolex specialists, 
and provides the space that  
allows the company to hold  
a comprehensive range  
of timepieces. 

It is the latest in a line of 
investments that have taken place 
recently following a management 
buyout by Stephen and several 
colleagues in 1998.

He said: “Rolex 
is arguably the 
world’s number 
one watch brand 

and we are certain this superb new room  
will attract clients old and new. 

“When they visit they will see the range  
of other brands we have in store, including 
our own Hamilton & Inches jewellery and 
silver products.”

That range also received a boost in 
October with the launch of Hamilton & 
Inches’ first-ever fine jewellery collections. 

“We have two collections – Signature  
and Flora – which are the brainchild of 
our head of jewellery, Debbie McKernan,” 
explained Stephen.

“We have created these wonderful 
collections for several reasons, not least 
because our jewellery business is very 
important to us. I often say that many 
shops sell jewellery, but there are very few 
jewellers. We have been providing that 
expertise for a long time. The company was 
established in 1866 and we will celebrate our 
150th anniversary in 2016.” 

On top of that tradition it is the skills of 
its people that sets Hamilton & Inches apart. 
Stephen said: “Our staff can call on a great 
deal of insight and experience. For example, 
our service manager Megan Walker recently 
became a fellow of the Gemmological 

Association with distinction, and 
our valuer Jilly Pollard has an 

encyclopedic knowledge of  
jewellery and gemstones.

“As jewellers, this collective 
know-how is used for a single 
purpose – to benefit our 
customers.”

With the opening of the 
dedicated Rolex space and the 

creation of its glittering collections, 
it appears excellent service and 

customer experience are 
the bedrock of the 
Hamilton & Inches’ 
philosophy.

SPARKLING 
CELEBRATIONS

Prestigious jeweller Hamilton & Inches is shining bright this season 
with an exclusive Rolex room and two new fine jewellery collections



{Hamilton & Inches} SHOPPING

21

INSPIRED BY 
HERITAGE AND 

NATURE
Hamilton & Inches’ new fine jewel 
collections take inspiration from 

the company’s own illustrious 
heritage and the natural world. 

The inspiration for the Signature 
collection came from developing 

the ‘H&I’ logo which has been the 
company’s signature branding for 
almost 20 years. It is characterised 
by rows of high quality, brilliant-
cut diamonds set in 18ct white or 
rose gold. Each piece is engraved 

discreetly on an inner surface with 
the Hamilton & Inches signature.

Flora is inspired by the private 
garden that once bloomed in the 
courtyard of the house on George 

Street, Edinburgh, that is now 
home to Hamilton & Inches’ 

flagship store. Debbie McKernan, 
head of jewellery, said: “True to 
our Edinburgh roots, we began 

with the harebell flower, otherwise 
known as the Scottish bluebell, as 

the elemental design for our  
Flora collection.”

WORLDWIDE 
SHOWCASE

The new Rolex room at Hamilton 
& Inches will help the watch 

manufacturer set standards across 
the world. It is being held up as a 

shining example of the type of 
exclusive environment that 

can be created for 
customers.
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If you want to define luxury 
shopping in Edinburgh, just take a 
stroll down Multrees Walk: you’ll find 
a shopping experience that is second 
to none. And Edinburgh’s most 
fashionable street continues to stay at 
the forefront of fashion by attracting 
new international brands to its stores.

Not only has Gucci made its home 
in the nearby Harvey Nichols – the 
internationally renowned ‘style 
icon’ fashion store – but also Hugo 
Boss has expanded its store on 
Multrees Walk to highlight its stylish 
womenswear... and there are some 
exciting new seasonal lines from 
Reiss, Daniel Footwear and Links  
of London.

This exclusive enclave of shops 
and boutiques is just a few minutes 
from the city centre and has been 
attracting the most demanding 
fashionistas for the past 10 years.

Harvey Nichols, which boasts 
international fashion brands such 
as Armani, Dolce & Gabbana and 
Jean Paul Gaultier, has opened its 
first Gucci concession, bringing the 
biggest collection of leather bags, 
boots and shoes to Scotland.

There’s also excitement at street 
level as Hugo Boss has expanded 
its store to accommodate more of 
its classic menswear, and showcase 
BOSS womenswear for the first time.

Also on Multrees Walk, British 
fashion brand Reiss has recently 
introduced its Beckley Jacket: a 

versatile tailored 
navy jacket that 

works perfectly 
with stylish 

trousers  
 

or casual jeans. And there are plenty 
of new season styles to explore 
from, among others, Louis Vuitton, 
Mulberry, Calvin Klein, G-Star, 
Replay, Anne Fontaine and baby and 
maternity retailer JoJo Maman Bébé. 

For those looking to accessorise, 
then Multrees Walk has a great 
selection of stylish brands to choose 
from, including Kurt Geiger and 
Sole. Daniel Footwear has just 
launched its Ash Virgin Bis 
women’s sneaker.

There’s gorgeous 
jewellery, too, from 
Pandora and Links 
of London has 
launched its new 
line of ladies’ Hope 
watches based on 
its iconic jewellery 
collection.

Multrees Walk 
also hosts iconic 
stores perfect for 
more unusual gifts, 
such as exclusive 
ranges of pens and stationery from 
the Pen Shop, and Castle Galleries 
with its collection of original fine art, 
limited edition prints and sculpture. 
The Galleries has just launched The 
Drawn Blank Series 2013, a unique 
collection of limited edition, hand-
signed graphics by singer-songwriter 
Bob Dylan. 

If you need a pick up after all that 
retail therapy, Sassoon Studio is on 
hand to provide some pampering, and 
the award-winning VinCaffè provides 
a relaxing venue for coffee or lunch. 

And what could be more stylish 
to finish off your day’s adventure 
than enjoying a cocktail at Harvey 
Nichols’ fourth-floor restaurant, bar 
or brasserie overlooking Edinburgh’s 
dramatic skyline?

MULTREES WALK: THE 
CAPITAL’S STYLE CENTRE

Take a stroll down the street where shopping and luxury go hand in hand and enjoy a 
fabulous choice of top designer brands, boutique shops and award-winning eateries  
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The Edinburgh Pass is 
a city card that allows you 
free entry to more than 30 
of the city’s top attractions.

 Using the Pass is the 
best way to see all that 
Edinburgh has to offer 
while saving you money 
and time.

Special offer for Capital 
Magazine readers – 15 per 
cent off three-day passes. 
Enter the promo code 
CAPAIR13 when you buy 
at www.edinburghpass.
com or at the VisitScotland 
Information Centre at 
Edinburgh Airport.

Top attractions include:
Edinburgh Zoo – enjoy 

a fantastic day out at 
Scotland’s largest and most 
exotic wildlife attraction. 
Receive 10 per cent off all 
purchases at the gift shop.

Camera Obscura and 
World of Illusions – where 

seeing is not believing. 
Receive 10 per cent off all 
purchases at the gift shop.

Scottish National 
Gallery – No Foreign 
Lands: Peter Doig: the 
gallery plays host to  

one of the most 
highly regarded and 
internationally renowned 
painters working today. 
Open from 3 August- 
3 November.

The Cadies & Witchery 
Tours – the award-winning 
company invites you to 
join its fearless phantoms 
for a suspenseful and 
mirth-filled tour of 
Edinburgh’s Old Town.

Maid of the Forth 
Cruise – relax on this 
one-hour sightseeing 
cruise under the famous 
Forth Bridge and enjoy the 
magnificent Edinburgh 
panorama. 

A PASS TO ENJOYMENT!
Enjoy discounted entry and purchases at some of the top attractions in Scotland’s capital
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Thomson 
offers a 

wide range 
of holidays 

from luxury 
hotels to fun 

for all the 
family

Whether it’s  
a family trip,  
a romantic 
retreat or a  
spoil-yourself-
rotten break, 
Thomson has 
something 
for everyone 

ENJOY A HOLIDAY 
DESIGNED FOR YOU

{Thomson} BEACH HOLIDAYS

Thomson offers a range of holidays 
designed for different people. Some are 
geared towards couples, others towards 
families. Some are all about luxury, others 
focus on authenticity. And while some let you 
do the whole low-key thing, others let you 
do the big, once-in-a-lifetime stuff. So your 
holiday will be as individual as you are. 

Thomson Couples offers contemporary, 
adults-only hotels. You’ll find loungers laid 
out in pairs, candlelit dining and a distinct 
lack of children’s clubs. Think inviting pool 

scenes and sophisticated 
bedrooms with double 
beds as standard. Expect 
stylish eateries, à la 
carte restaurants worth 
dressing up for, and 
terraces where the views 
are every bit as good as 
the food. Taking it easy 
is what it’s all about at 

Thomson Couples hotels. 
This could mean wellbeing 
classes by day and, in  

the evenings, live acoustic music.  
Thomson Family Resorts are completely 

geared up for families. And we’re not just 
talking kids’ pools and playgrounds. We’ve 
thought about every little detail, which 
means all-important extras such as children’s 
buffets and family-sized rooms come as 
standard. Each hotel in this collection has 
been given a 4T or 5T rating. It means there’s 
plenty to impress parents, too, such as great 
food and locations where you’re never more 
than a short walk from the beach. 

If you’re looking for five-star luxury, why 
not try a Sensatori hotel? These have been 
designed to fuel your senses. Join an early-
morning yoga class, play tennis after lunch 
then head to the spa for a massage. Or perhaps 
you’d prefer lazy days by the pool, rounded 
off with al fresco meals. Each Sensatori resort 
offers state-of-the-art bedrooms, fantastic 
pool scenes and top restaurants.

Pop into your local Thomson travel shop, 
where our knowledgeable travel advisers will 
find a holiday that’s perfectly designed for 
you.  Find your local shop at thomson.co.uk
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Edinburgh apartments 
named top hotel in the UK

A luxury serviced apartment 
complex in Edinburgh has been 
named the UK’s best hotel by the 
world’s largest online travel agency.

The Knight Residence apart-hotel 
took the top spot in the UK and 
was ranked ninth in the world in 
Expedia’s 2013 Global Insider Select 
list, drawn up after study of 500,000 
independent guest reviews. 

The list “recognises the very best 
hotels available in Expedia’s global 
marketplace,” the agency said. 
“These properties have been 

identified by customers as 
consistently delivering superior 
services, an exceptional guest 
experience and notable value.”

Others in the top 10 are in 
London, Jersey, Mexico, Costa Rica, 
Slovakia, France and India.

The Knight Residence, in 
Lauriston Street, has 28 one, two 

and three-bedroom apartments and 
has consistently won awards for 
customer service. 

“We offer more space and facilities 
than even top-of-the-range rooms 
in a conventional hotel,” said Colin 
Stone, General Manager. “This is 
particularly attractive to business 
travellers and families.”

SIMPLY THE BEST
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Turkish Airlines is one of Europe’s 
fastest-growing airlines, flying to more than 
230 destinations in 103 countries.

The company has increased its five-
times-a-week service to daily flights from 
Edinburgh to Istanbul and beyond from 
20 May this year. The route is operated  
with a 737-900, which offers comfort to  
all passengers.

The  Edinburgh-Istanbul-Edinburgh 
schedule will change from 27 October 2013 
and will provide improved connections to 
the Far East, Asia and the Middle East via 
Istanbul. In addition, Turkish Airlines is 
pleased to offer free baggage allowance of 
40kgs to passengers travelling in Economy 
Class from Edinburgh (EDI) to the  
following destinations;
• China (Beijing, Shanghai,  

Guangzhou, Hong Kong)
• India (Delhi, Mumbai)
• Pakistan (Islamabad, Karachi)
• Thailand (Bangkok)
• Vietnam (Ho Chi Minh City)
• Nigeria (Lagos)
• Ghana (Accra)
• Kenya (Nairobi, Mombasa). 

Turkish Airlines has been successful in 
winning “Best Airline in Europe” for the 
third year running. In addition to this, the 
company received “Best Airline in Southern 
Europe” and “Best Business Class Catering” 
at the Skytrax World Airline Awards 2013.

Turkish Airlines is extremely proud to be  
a recent sponsor of the Scottish Open held  

HELPING 
THE WORLD 
CONNECT
Turkish Airlines’ new daily 
service from Edinburgh to 
Istanbul is opening up a world  
of opportunities for passengers

at Castle Stuart, Inverness, where some 
60,000 people visited the event. The majority 
of visitors to the Turkish Airlines stand were 
mostly keen golfers who had played golf  
both in Scotland and Turkey. Turkish 
Airlines will be the title sponsor of the Open 
European Tour event in Antalya, Turkey  
in November 2013.

In our continued commitment to 
the Scottish market, Turkish Airlines is 
supporting Edinburgh University Freshers’ 
Week trade fair.

Turkish Airlines is successful in holding its 
position as one of the world’s leading airlines 
through continuous investment, receiving 
awards and recording impressive growth 
figures. And it is continuing to expand its 
aircraft fleet and route network development.

 Turkish Airlines looks forward to welcoming 
you on board one of its flights in the near future

Turkish 
Airlines 
has been 

successful in 
winning ‘Best 

Airline in 
Europe’  

for the third 
year running
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While technology advances, 
the pace at which we live is 
becoming faster, but sometimes 
when we are travelling, whether it be 
waiting for a bus or a flight, we have 
no choice but to slow down. 

Although this may be the case, 

it doesn’t mean we can’t plan and 
prepare for a smooth, efficient trip, 
while keeping in touch with the 
busy world around us. Here, we’ve 
narrowed down some of the latest 
gadgets that will make your trip as 
smooth and enjoyable as possible.

PEBBLE WATCH
Pebble is one of the most 
advanced watches built 
specifically to help you survive in 

the 21st century, connecting via 
Bluetooth to your smartphone. 

With Pebble, you can 
receive texts and social media 

notifications quietly straight 
to your wrist. It is discreet, 

fashionable and easy to set up. 
To set Pebble up to your iPhone 

or Android device, all you have 
to do is download the Pebble 
app and, from there, all software 
updates are wirelessly transmitted 
to your Pebble. 

The rechargeable battery keeps 
Pebble going for seven-plus days. 

IT7S
Created specifically for those 
listening to music while working  
out, these are also just right for  
those who like to listen to music 
while they travel. 

They are wireless, Bluetooth 
operated and easily synced with  
your mobile phone. 

Key features include a built-in 
mic for hands-free calling, advanced 
noise reduction, standby time of up 
to 200 hours and music playing time 
of up to eight hours. 

TRAKDOT 
The Trakdot is a luggage tracking 
device that sends notifications 
to your mobile phone to let you 
know where your luggage is 
around the world (compatible 
with GSM networks). Compliant 

with FCC and 

FAA, it automatically goes into 
sleep mode when your flight 
takes off and sensors pick up on 
deceleration to wake it up again. 

After landing and switching on, 
Trakdot then sources the local 
cellular signal and locates itself, 
then sends a text message to you 
to let you know where it is with 
your luggage (airport and city 
specific). Genius? You bet – maybe 
now you can go for a coffee while 
you wait for your luggage to come 
off the plane.

TRIPIT APP
This is the ultimate trip organiser. 
Simply forward travel confirmation 
emails to plans@tripit.com, and 
TripIt does all the work to create an 
all-in-one mobile itinerary.

It will sync with your calendar, 
provide maps and directions 
between each location you’ll visit. 
It also integrates with more than 
35 travel applications, ranging 
from Foodbytes, where you can 
personalise dinner deals at your 
destination, to Flights Pro, a 
flight tracker, to trip sharing with 
the likes of LinkedIn, which will 
automatically publish when you are 
planning on taking your trip. 

You can keep everyone up-to-date 
with your plans. Available on iOS, 
Blackberry and Android, it keeps 
all of your essential 
information in one  
place and prevents 
frantic last-minute 
searches for emails.

HAVE GADGET, 
WILL TRAVEL

Simple but smart solutions to make your journey easier
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WHISKY {Glenfiddich}

DISCOVER A 
NEW WORLD 
OF WHISKY

The Glenfiddich Distillery is following in the pioneering footsteps of 
the early adventurers by creating an exclusive collection of single malts

The Glenfiddich Distillery, 
built in 1886, has tapped 
into decades of history to 

create the Age of Discovery 
19-year-old whiskies

The Glenfiddich Distillery’s unique range 
of innovative Age of Discovery 19-Year-Old 
whiskies celebrates the remarkable pioneering 
spirit of early adventurers – those who  
made extraordinary journeys, centuries 
apart, that shaped and revolutionised our 
understanding of the world.

To best honour these explorers, the 
company’s Malt Master Brian Kinsman, only 
the sixth in the history of the Glenfiddich 
Distillery, which was built in 1886, has selected 
the single malt Scotch whiskies used to create 
this exclusive collection for Global Travel Retail.

The first was the Glenfiddich Age of 
Discovery Madeira Cask Finish, which 
celebrates the adventurous spirit of Portuguese 
explorers in the 15th century, is Glenfiddich’s 
first-ever 19-year-old single malt Scotch whisky.

Pioneering the sea routes from Europe 
to Thailand and Malaysia in search of the 
sea passage to India, Portuguese explorers 
established the city of Macao, in China, gave 
Taiwan the name ilha Formosa (Beautiful 
Island) and discovered the islands of Porto 
Santo and Madeira, revolutionising our 
understanding of the world. 

Brian said: “The pioneering and adventurous

spirit of these explorers has stayed with us 
across centuries and we are delighted to 
launch a range of whiskies which celebrate  
and remember the Age of Discovery.

“In 1886, our founder, William Grant set 
out on his very own journey to fulfil a lifelong 
ambition. Armed with self-belief and the help 
of his family, he built The Glenfiddich Distillery 
by hand and, nearly 125 years later, this 
pioneering, adventurous spirit inspires us to 
create the very best dram in the valley.”

Rich and delicious, 19-year-old Glenfiddich 
Age of Discovery Madeira Cask Finish has 
aromas of ripe fig, caramelised fruit and spicy 
notes of cinnamon and black pepper. 

The second release of the range was the 
Glenfiddich Age of Discovery Bourbon Cask, 
which marks the long journeys taken along 
the Mississippi in the deep American South in 
the 19th century. Great rivers run through the 
history of the American South – the Missouri, 
Illinois, Arkansas and Ohio rivers flow into 
the greatest of all rivers, the Missippissi, and 
continue south before finally spreading far out 
into the Caribbean at the great New Orleans.

These rivers were the roads along which 
people travelled, cultivating the land, bringing 
commerce and industry to the cities of the 
South over the decades. As the cities grew, so 
did American whiskey distilleries – producing 
Tennessee sour mash, bourbon and rye 
whiskies – which were carried down the 

Mississippi on the great paddle steamers  
to the bustling port of New Orleans.

 For many years, oak casks used for 
maturing American whiskey were 

shipped down the Mississippi and 
across the sea to Scotland, where 
they were reused to mature 
Glenfiddich Single Malt Scotch 
Whisky. Exclusively matured 
for 19 years in American oak 
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{Glenfiddich} WHISKY

casks previously used to mellow fine bourbon 
whiskey, unlike other whiskies, this is not a 
finish. This was 100% Bourbon Matured – 
making it original and unique. This single  
malt Scotch whisky has a perfect balance  
of spicy sweetness tempered by rich, dried  
fruit flavours.

The final release of the range was the 
Age of Discovery Red Wine Cask Finish, an 
adventurous whisky, bursting with flavour and 
inspired by Charles Darwin’s legendary voyage.  
Left for at least 19 years to mature, this whisky 
has been finished in casks that previously 
housed the full-bodied red wines produced in 
South America and is available exclusively in 
Global Travel Retail. 

This is the third innovative whisky in the 
Age of Discovery range, following the famous 
journeys of the Glenfiddich Madeira Cask 
Finish and Bourbon Cask Reserve. It marks the 
first time ever in Glenfiddich’s history that a 
whisky has been finished in red wine casks.  

The Age of Discovery Red Wine Cask Finish 
takes its influence from the renowned journey 
of HMS Beagle. Setting sail from Plymouth, 
England, in 1831, its passengers included 
Charles Darwin, a young naturalist, who was 
invited on board to record his observations as 

they explored the South American coast line.
Brian Kinsman said: “This extraordinarily 

rich single malt Scotch whisky is finished 
in oak casks previously used to produce the 
smooth complex wines of South America.  

“After years of maturation, malbec, merlot 
and cabernet sauvignon grapes have combined 
with the oak to deliver exceptional smoothness, 
complimented by warm spicy notes with sweet 
berry flavours lending a velvety sweetness.

“I have married together some of our most 
exciting whiskies to create this exclusive new 
whisky, which truly celebrates and reflects a 
pioneering spirit.” 

Adorned with striking illustrations that 
map the route of Charles Darwin’s journey, 
the bespoke packaging of Age of Discovery 
Glenfiddich Red Wine Cask Finish showcases 
this unique expedition. Meanwhile, the deep 
red box and the black glass bottle, embellished 
with a red cartouche compass, reflects the 
richness and exclusivity of this whisky,  
making it an ideal gift for the adventurous  
and discerning drinker.

Completing the trio, the Age of Discovery 
Red Wine Cask Finish has aromas of toasted 
marshmallow, red berry and vanilla oak tannin 
– ripe fruits and a hint of woody spice. 

In 1886, our 
founder, 
William 

Grant set out 
on his very 

own journey 
to fulfil a 
lifelong 

ambition. 
Nearly 

125 years 
later, this 

pioneering, 
adventurous 

spirit inspires 
us to create 

the very 
best dram in 

the valley
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With its world-class transport links, dynamic business environment
and unrivalled quality of life, Edinburgh offers a variety of 
exciting opportunities for any potential investor

EDINBURGH:  
AN INVESTOR’S  
DREAM

Edinburgh, Scotland’s historic 
capital, has been named Best 

Large City of the Future

Edinburgh 
has scooped 

a huge 
number of 
prestigious 
accolades

As a global business and financial centre, 
a leading tourist destination and the capital 
of Scotland, Edinburgh has been named 
Europe’s “Best Large City of the Future” in 
the Financial Times’ fDi Magazine’s rankings 
of the cities offering the best prospects for 
inward investment. 

This award should come as no surprise, 
considering Edinburgh possesses a wide 
range of attributes that make the city the 
perfect location to do business. 

High-quality international transport links 
connect Edinburgh Airport to more than 100 
destinations around the world. The airport 
was recently named the best in Britain 
for passenger satisfaction, and one of the 
three best airports in Europe, at the Airport 
Service Quality (ASQ) Awards for 2012. 

World-leading companies that have 

recently expanded into Edinburgh include 
Accor, Areva, Alstom, Carnegie Wave Energy, 
Hilton Worldwide, L’Oréal, Mölnlycke Health 
Care, Motel One, Rock Spring Ventures and 
Waldorf Astoria. This influx continues to 
stimulate a thriving business environment 
for future incomers.

Inward investors capitalise on Edinburgh’s 
strong knowledge economy. The city boasts 
the best-qualified workforce of any major UK 
city – more than 40 per cent of working-age 
residents are university graduates. 

In addition, the capital is home to 
numerous renowned research institutions, 
including the University of Edinburgh’s 
School of Informatics, which ranks in the 
top five worldwide. The Edinburgh Science 
Triangle, a truly diverse and dynamic 
scientific community across multiple 
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With its world-class transport links, dynamic business environment
and unrivalled quality of life, Edinburgh offers a variety of 
exciting opportunities for any potential investor

EDINBURGH:  
AN INVESTOR’S  
DREAM

disciplines – including stem cell research, 
biotechnology and microelectronics – is 
ranked one of the top 10 research and 
development locations in Europe.

Edinburgh is alive with creative activity, 
promising a high quality of life for residents 
and visitors alike. Hosting the world’s leading 
arts festival, Scotland’s capital becomes a 
global stage several times a year, attracting 
more than 3.6 million visitors spending well 
over £1 billion. It is understandable that the 
city has established its position as a tourist 
hotspot. This is well reflected in its hotel 
occupancy levels, which are regularly among 
the highest in Europe. 

As a result, Edinburgh boasts all of the 
qualities required to make it a prime spot for 
hotel development. In spring 2013, global 
consultant HVS London assessed the average 

value of a four-star property in Edinburgh 
city centre at ¤227,000 per room. The average 
value is projected to rise to ¤268,000 by 2017 
– a compound annual growth rate of 3.4 per 
cent. Hotel occupancy in Edinburgh averaged 
89.1 per cent in June – comparable with 
London and higher than Rome, Barcelona, 
Amsterdam, Copenhagen and Prague.

The city also has a healthy track record 
of business tourism, which annually 
contributes about ¤100m to the economy. 
To accommodate the continued demand 
in the sector, the Edinburgh International 
Conference Centre has recently been 
expanded, adding a 2,000m2 multi-purpose 
hall, with the world’s first hall-wide moving 
floor system and 18,556m2 of grade-A city 
centre office space.

For property investors, the city can offer 
prime sites in a variety of key locations, with 
major opportunities for office, retail, residential 
and leisure developments. Strong demand 
and robust rents ensure attractive yields.

Over the past few years, Edinburgh has 
scooped a huge number of prestigious 
accolades, confirming its status as one of 
Europe’s greatest cities. Already a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, last October, Scotland’s 
capital city beat London, Paris and Barcelona 
to the title of Europe’s Leading Destination at 
the World Travel Awards. 

If that wasn’t enough, in the same 
month, a Guardian/Observer poll also named 
Edinburgh as the UK’s favourite city for the 
13th year in a row.

To find out more about investing in 
Edinburgh or to discuss your business 
relocation, call the dedicated investor  
support team at the City of Edinburgh 
Council on +44 (0) 131 529 6600 or email: 
invest@edinburgh-inspiringcapital.com 
Web: www.investinedinburgh.com  
Twitter: @InvestEdinburgh





{Holyroodhouse} ATTRACTIONS

37

ROYAL HISTORY BROUGHT TO LIFE
The magnificent Palace of 
Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh is the official 
residence in Scotland of Her Majesty  
The Queen. 

You can explore Mary, Queen of Scots’ 
historic chambers, the setting for many 
dramatic events including the brutal 
murder of her secretary Rizzio by her 
jealous husband Lord Darnley. See the 
10 magnificent State Apartments used by 
The Queen for official engagements and 
learn more about the 12th-century ruins of 
Holyrood Abbey.

 In December, visitors looking to celebrate 
the Festive Season can book an Exclusive 
Evening Tour of the palace. On 13, 20 and  
29 December, these after-hours tours 
will take visitors ‘behind the ropes’ in the 
company of an expert guide and finish with  
a glass of champagne.

Visit www.royalcollection.org.uk or call  
0131 556 5100 for details.

Visitors on an Exclusive 
Evening Tour
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The world has just got smaller 
thanks to Sir Richard Branson’s 
Little Red – the new service which 
provides six flights per day from 
Edinburgh Airport to Virgin 
Atlantic’s international hub at 
Heathrow... and on to more than  
36 destinations worldwide.

Little Red is Virgin Atlantic’s 
new UK domestic service where 
passengers relax in comfortable 
leather seats and enjoy excellent 
service from the friendly crew during 
the 90-minute flight.

There are six flights from 
Edinburgh, from 6.35am in the 
morning to 6.50pm in the evening, 
on a fleet of A320s, renowned for 
their wide, comfortable seats, more 
personal storage space and a larger 
centre aisle that enables easier 
movement for passengers.

Little Red is an economy flight, 
but without the economy attitude: 
passengers enjoy high-quality 

service with preassigned seating, a 
generous 23kg baggage allowance 
and complimentary food and drink.

Early birds can enjoy hot breakfast 
rolls, served with tea, coffee and 
juice for flights before 9am, and after 
there’s a choice of cookies or crisps 
and a full bar service.

Sir Richard is renowned for 
shaking up the airline market when 
he launched Virgin Atlantic almost 
30 years ago, and today he is doing 
the same with the UK’s domestic 
market, with Little Red providing 
greater choice, wider flight schedules 
and competitive prices.

He said: “Virgin Atlantic Little Red 

is all about connectivity to the rest 
of the world. Virgin Atlantic flies to 
more than 30 destinations around 
the globe and passengers can now 
start their journey with us even 
closer to home. We’re confident our 
seamless terminal connections and 
highly rated in-flight service will 
appeal to all.”

All Little Red flights are operated 
from Heathrow Terminal One, where 
passengers can easily connect with 
Virgin Atlantic’s international flights 
from Terminal 3, including to North 
America, Africa, the Far East and 
Australia. Some of the most recent 
additions to Virgin Atlantic’s flying 
network include Cancun, Vancouver 
and Mumbai.

So expand your horizons by 
booking Little Red for your next trip 
to London – and the world is yours 
to explore!

For details on Little Red flights,  
visit www.virgin-atlantic.com

EXPLORE THE WORLD 
… FROM EDINBURGH

Little Red’s new service from Edinburgh Airport to Virgin Atlantic’s international  
hub at Heathrow brings some of the most exciting destinations a step closer 

Little Red 
passengers 
enjoy 
comfortable 
seats and a 
high-quality 
in-flight 
service
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Renowned for its 
hysterically scary and thrill-driven 
performances, The Edinburgh 
Dungeon show takes its audience 
through 1,000 years of Scottish 
history in a scary, fun sort of way! 

But this year is aiming to be all 
about the quality of special effects 
and dreadfully wonderful make up.

Marketing executive Natalie 
Rowan said: “We’ve gone from 
being all horror and gore, bloody 
and grisly to an emphasis on the 
live performance, history and 
quality of our product.”

A show set to toy with your 
emotions and imagination, the 
variety of comedic and frightful 
actors create an interactive 

learning experience and pull you 
into the mysterious underground 
world they inhabit. This year’s 
Home of Hallowe’en has been 
based around the Pagan festival, 

Samhain, where some of our 
modern-day Hallowe’en favourites 
originated.

Natalie said: “Pagans host 
a Dinner for the Dead, where 
they set an extra place and try to 
summon back their loved ones. 
Unfortunately, we summon back 
someone a bit nasty!”

The audience will be taken on a 
tour through 11 different theatres 
situated at the dungeon. Historic 
events will include the aftermath  
of William Wallace’s execution.

A fun-filled experience suitable 
for not-so-small children or 
those not easily frightened, The 
Dungeon is a must-see while you 
are in the city.

Enjoy the thrills of a fun-filled journey through history at The Edinburgh Dungeon

HOME OF HALLOWE’EN





{The Scotch Whisky Experience} ATTRACTIONS

A TASTE OF HISTORY
Bask in the amber glow of Scotland’s most famous export at the wonderful  

Scotch Whisky Experience, where 120 years of ‘the water of life’ are celebrated

The depth 
and breadth 

of the 
collection  

is truly 
awe-inspiring

The world’s 
largest 

collection  
of whiskies  

at The Scotch 
Whisky 

Experience 
has more than 
3,000 bottles
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Susan Morrison, director and general 
manager of The Scotch Whisky Experience, 
said: “We are proud to be home to the world’s 
largest collection of Scotch whisky, as the 
depth and breadth of the collection is truly 
awe-inspiring. 

“It includes single malts from distilleries 
that have now fallen silent; blends that are 
now consigned to the annals of history, and 
even quirky bottles, including an entire 
whisky-filled chess set. It is definitely a must-
see for any whisky enthusiast.”

The Scotch Whisky Experience itself  
has grown over the past quarter of a century 
to become the flag-bearer for whisky  
tourism in Scotland.  

Following a multi-million pound 
investment over the past five years, the 

attraction now comprises a tour featuring a 
bubbling barrel ride through the whisky-
making process, a whisky bar and gallery 
offering views across the city skyline, and 
an interactive shopping experience, with 

more than 300 different whiskies from 
which to choose.

Housed at the top of Edinburgh’s 
famous Royal Mile, the world’s largest 
collection of Scotch whisky is the jewel in 
the crown of the city’s five-star whisky visitor 
attraction, The Scotch Whisky Experience.

Comprising 3,384 individual bottles of 
Scotland’s most famous export, the collection 
was assembled by Brazilian whisky enthusiast 
Claive Vidiz, before returning home in  
2009. The collection of single malt, grain  
and blended whiskies gives a snapshot of 
Scotch whisky over the past 120 years,  
with the oldest bottles dating back to the 
late 19th century.

Visitors to The Scotch Whisky Experience 
have the chance to bask in the collection’s 
amber glow, with each tour passing through 
the specially designed glass and marble 
air-conditioned vault.  

For those wanting a true taste of 
Scotland, the vault is also available for 
intimate private dining experiences and 
drinks receptions, catered for by the 
team at the attraction’s award-winning 
restaurant, Amber.  



EXPLORE SCOTLAND {Fast facts}

TEN THINGS YOU MIGHT 
NOT KNOW ABOUT

SCOTLAND!
From mythical animals to world-changing inventions, this truly is a nation worth exploring

POETRY ON A PLATE
The national dish is haggis, which 
is sheep offal such as liver, lungs 
and heart, minced with oatmeal, 
onion, suet and spices, all of which is 
stuffed into a casing – traditionally a 
sheep’s stomach. 

It’s typically served with neeps 
(swede) and tatties (potatoes) – and 
it really is tasty! 

The dish is the centrepiece of 
Burns Night, an annual celebration 
of national poet Robert Burns and 
his work, on 25 January. 

He even wrote the poem “Address 
to the Haggis”, in which he pays 

tribute to the “Great chieftain o’  
the pudding-race”. 

Many restaurants specialising 
in Scottish fare in Edinburgh and 
beyond will serve the dish, more 
commonly as a starter, but also as  
a main. 

Some restuarants will put their 
own spin on the dish– check out the 
version invented by the renowned 
restaurant The Witchery, located 
at the top of the Royal Mile, which 
blends haggis with chicken mousse.

Visit www.thewitchery.com for 
more information.

THE WATER OF LIFE
The national drink of Scotland 
is whisky. Whisky in the Scottish 
Gaelic language is “uisge beatha” 
which translates as “water of life”. 
When toasting with a “dram” (a 
measure of whisky), it’s customary  
to say “slange” (“cheers”). 

There are 98 active malt whisky 
distilleries across the country, many 
of which you can visit and see how 
the drink is made. 

One place to discover the secret 
behind the spirit is the Whisky 
Experience in Edinburgh (see www.
scotchwhiskyexperience.co.uk) 
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AT THE ‘FORE’ FRONT
The sport of golf originated in 
Scotland back in the 15th century.

There are 550 golf courses in 
Scotland, so you’re never far from 
a course. They are typically either 
private members clubs, or owned by 
the local authority, where you can 
pay on a per-round basis.  

It’s worth a visit to St Andrew’s 
Links for a round. It is, after all, 

regarded as the “Home of Golf” –  
the place where some of the first 
swings in the sport were made 
600 years ago. 

You can apply for a round on  
the historic Old Course, below,  
in advance, but there are six  
others you can play on in the  
town. Visit www.standrews.org.uk 

for more information.

SAILING INTO HISTORY
Aberdeen Harbour is Britain’s 
oldest business. 

It was in 1136 when King  
David the First of Scotland 
gave the Bishops of Aberdeen 
the right to charge fees to ships 
trading in the port. 

Today, much of the business 
the port sees revolves around 
the offshore oil and gas industry.  

See towering ships in 
Aberdeen Harbour right in  
the centre of the city from  
the vantage point of Torry 
Battery, where you can also see 
bottlenose dolphins. 

To learn more about the  
history of shipping in the  
area, visit the Aberdeen Maritime 
Museum. (www.aagm.co.uk)

NOT JUST AN URBAN MYTH
The official animal of Scotland is  
the unicorn. You’ll find the mythical 
beast on the Royal Coat of Arms of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain  
and Northern Ireland. 

Here’s a fun challenge for the kids 
and young at heart – find as many 
examples of the unicorn on official 
historic buildings in Edinburgh. 

You could start with the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse, the Queen’s official 
residence in Scotland.

And if you’re heading further 
north, don’t forget to look out for 
our famous Loch Ness Monster!



WAVING THE FLAG
Proud Scots have not just one flag, 
but two to choose from.

The country’s national flag,  
the Saltire (shown as a white 
diagonal cross on a blue 
background), is considered the 
oldest flag in Europe. 

It represents the crucifixion of 
Scotland’s patron saint, St Andrew. 

The saltire is not to be confused 
with Scotland’s Royal standard – 
the Lion Rampant, which is a red 
lion on a yellow background. It has 
much more of a limited official use. 

You can see Scottish crowds 
waving the two flags at international 
sporting events, including at 
Murrayfield in Edinburgh for  
rugby, or Hampden in Glasgow for 
football, for example. 

Or you could learn more about 
the flags at the The Flag Heritage 
Centre (www.scottishflagtrust.com) 
in the village of Athelstaneford,  
20 miles from Edinburgh. 

EXPLORE SCOTLAND {Fast facts}
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A HISTORIC MOMENT
On 1 July 1999, Scotland was 

given its own devolved 
parliament with powers 

over certain elements  
of government, such  

as education, but not 
over others, such  
as defence. 

It was the first 
time the Scots had 
their own parliament 
since 1707, when 
Scotland left behind 

its status as an 

independent nation to join with 
England in the Acts of Union to 
form the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain, governed by the parliament 
in London’s Westminster. 

If you’d like to see Scottish  
politics at first hand, you can visit 
the Scottish Parliament building, left, 
(www.scottish.parliament.uk), which 
opened in 2004. It’s at the bottom of 
the historic Royal Mile in Edinburgh, 
Scotland’s beautiful capital city.

If you book in advance, you could 
get a space on a free tour. 
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LEADING THE WORLD
Did you know that many of the 
world-changing inventions that 
helped shape modern history came 
from the minds of Scots?

Among the nation’s many 
pioneering sons are James Watt 
(steam power), left, Alexander 

Graham Bell (the telephone), John 
Logie Baird (the television) and 
Robert Watson-Watt (radar). 

Learn more about these Scottish 
innovators and more at the National 
Museum Scotland in Edinburgh 
(www.nms.ac.uk). 

{Fast facts} EXPLORE SCOTLAND

ARE WE THERE YET?
The world’s shortest scheduled 
flight is between two of the 
Orkney islands that lie north of 
mainland Scotland. 

The flight from Westray 
to Papa Westray takes just 
two minutes. The distance of 
one-and-a-half miles is actually 
shorter than the main runway at 
Edinburgh Airport! 

Explore not only these two 
small islands, but also the main 
Orkney island – known as 
Mainland. Loganair flies from 
Edinburgh to the airport by the 
island’s biggest town, Kirkwall.  

BAG A MUNRO
The highest point in Scotland is 
Ben Nevis, pictured. In fact, it’s 
also the highest peak in Britain at 
4,409ft (1,344m). 

In Scotland, mountains over 
3,000ft (914.4m) are called Munros 
after the man who catalogued them 
all – Sir Hugh T Munro. 

There are 282 Munros across the 
country and many people enjoy 

the challenge of “Munro bagging”, 
reaching the peaks of all the listed 
mountains.

You can bag Ben Nevis, situated 
near the town of Fort William, or 
why not try Ben Lomond, about 
a half hour drive from Glasgow, 
which overlooks Loch Lomond, 
one the the country’s most iconic 

lakes (called “lochs” in Scotland). 



WINTER FUN {The Cairngorms}

A MAGICAL WINTER 
WONDERLAND

Great sports, friendly wildlife and stunning scenery – the Cairngorms National Park has it all!
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Imagine the most perfect 
winter postcard you can – frost 
twinkling on ancient Caledonian 
pine trees, snow-blanketed 
mountains, frozen lochs, flame-
haired Highland cows and reindeer 
with icicles hanging from their 
noses, skiers and snowboarders with 
berry red faces, roaring log fires 
and a dram of whisky. But this isn’t 
a postcard – this is winter in the 
Cairngorms National Park!

The area was voted one of the 
world’s top 20 places to visit by 
National Geographic Traveller magazine 
and for good reason. It has four of 
Scotland’s five highest mountains 
and is home to three of the country’s 
ski areas. Only a short distance from 
Britain’s major cities, you’ll soon find 
yourself a world away from the hustle 
and bustle of the crowds and in a 
magical winter wonderland.   

Ski joring 
The Cairngorms National Park is 

the first place in the UK to offer this 
amazing sport. 

Ski joring (ski driving in 
Norwegian) relates to anyone being 
pulled along on skis by horses, dogs 
or vehicle. It is the perfect way to 
explore the great outdoors 
in a completely new 
and different way. 
Get proficient and 
you could even be 
launching yourself 
off small jumps!

Cairngorm 
reindeer
After being 
reintroduced into 
Scotland in 1952, 
the Cairngorm herd 
now numbers 150 and is 
still the only free-ranging herd of 
reindeer in the UK. They roam 
freely throughout the Cairngorms 
Mountain range and the Glenlivet 
Estate. Each of the reindeer has 

its own name and the team at the 
Cairngorm Reindeer Centre can tell 
them apart by sight. 

For an unforgettable winter 
experience, the Cairngorm Reindeer 
Centre runs daily hill trips to visit 

these majestic creatures. Up 
on the mountainside, you 

are able to meet these 
incredibly friendly 

animals and feel 
their velvet-soft 
noses as you feed 
them by hand in 
the shadow of 
the UK’s highest 

mountain plateau. 
 

Snowholing  and 
winter skills

The Cairngorms, protected 
from Gulf Stream warmth, is 
universally recognised as providing 
the most consistent snow and ice 
conditions. It’s Britain’s highest 
mountain range, Scotland’s high 
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{The Cairngorms} WINTER FUN

NATURE’S PLAY PARK
The Cairngorms is Britain’s largest 
National Park (at over 4,500km2, 

almost twice the size of the  
Lake District, the next largest  

park in the UK). 
The area’s mountains have shaped 

the people, culture, natural 
heritage, scenery and character 

and dominate the National Park, as 
well as giving it its name.  

The park is also home to ancient 
pine forests, arctic mountain 

tops, lochs, rivers and moorland, 
as well as some of the most 

iconic wildlife, and a quarter of 
the UK’s threatened species. In 
fact, 50 per cent of the park is 
designated as being of national 

and international importance for 
nature conservation. 

From castles, distilleries and 
museums to gentle strolls and 

extreme sports, there is an 
abundance of exciting activities 

for the entire family to enjoy 
throughout the year.  

The area also produces a  
range of high-quality food 

and drink, including beef and 
lamb, salmon and whisky.

With 1.5 million visitors each  
year, it’s easy to see what  

brings them here!

Meet friendly locals or enjoy 
some thrilling sports amid 

spectacular mountain scenery

arctic and home to our most 
permanent snow beds. With a host 
of activity providers running winter 
skills courses, there is no excuse not 
to be prepared when facing these 
changeable environments. 

Many providers will take 
you on guided walks 
across these stunning 
landscapes and 
teach you how to 
build your very 
own evening 
accommodation – 
a snowhole! 

Think more 
Sistine Chapel than 
rabbit warren, as the 
snowholes are made big 
to give good ventilation as 
you settle in for the night in the 
middle of the winter wilderness.

Skiing, snowboarding, sledging, 
Nordic skiing, snow shoeing  
and winter climbing
Recently, the Cairngorms has 
enjoyed some of the best snow 
conditions in Europe and, with three 
out of five Scottish ski resorts in 
the Cairngorms National Park, the 
area is the best place to indulge your 
winter sports passions. 

Whether you are a boarder or 
a skier, prefer sledging down the 
slopes or sliding through the forests, 
or simply just hanging off an icy 
rock face with an ice pick, there is 
something for everyone. 

Whisky 
After a bracing day in the frosty 
landscape, there is no better way 
than to sit back and relax in front 
of a roaring log fire and taste  

some of the very best whiskies 
in the world.

From Dalwhinnie  
and Speyside to 

Glenlivet and 
Tomintoul, there 
is a whisky for 
everyone’s palate. 

Aficionado 
 Mike Drury at  

the Whisky Castle 
in Tomintoul will 

guide you through  
the very best of 

 the bunch. 
You can even head 

to the hills onto the old  
Whisky Roads formerly used by 
smugglers exporting illicit whisky 
on hardy ponies more than  
200 years ago. 

Leading to Braemar, Nethybridge, 
Strathdon and over the Cromdale 
Hills to Grantown, these spectacular 
hill walks with exciting views of the 
Cairngorms invoke the romance of 
of days gone by.

So why not discover your 
own winter wonderland in the 
Cairngorms National Park? 

Find out everything you  
need to plan your trip at  
www.visitcairngorms.com 
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There was the economic 
downturn in 2008, followed by much 
scepticism and negativity towards 
the housing market, which caused 
potential buyers to delay their 
property buying dreams. But, after 
several years when buyer activity 
was low, Edinburgh Solicitors 
Property Centre (ESPC) figures 
show that the number of homes 
selling in east central Scotland is 
picking up significantly this year. 

It was in 2012 that the picture 
started to brighten and there was 
cautious hope that the gloom 
affecting the housing market would 
lift. For the most part, expectations 
of sustained growth were tempered. 
This year has, however, brought a 
level of optimism that hasn’t been 
witnessed for several years. 

David Marshall, analyst at ESPC, 
said: “The number of homes selling just 
now is up over 20 per cent annually 
and at the highest level we’ve seen 
since 2008. Sellers are enjoying much 
more success in finding buyers, with 
many properties receiving offers in less 
than 90 days on the market.” 

ESPC figures show that 52 per 
cent of properties brought to the 
market in the first four months of 
2013 were under offer in less than 
90 days, up from 41 per cent during 
the same period last year and from 
35 per cent in 2011. 

An increase in purchases by first-
time buyers and buy-to-let investors 
is the likely cause of this rise in sales. 

The economic downturn hit both 
these groups hard, but, thanks in 
large part to a combination of lower 
house prices, low interest rates and 
improved mortgage availability, they 
are beginning to re-enter the market. 

Additionally, those who started 
saving for their deposits back in 2008 

may now have the required funds, 
thereby helping to stimulate the sales 
of smaller properties which has a 
ripple effect further up the ladder. 

This rise in the number of homes 
selling is also mirrored in the 
number of homes coming on to the 
market, albeit at a slower rate than 
the number of sales. 

The increase in market activity has 
been accompanied by a rise in the 
number of sellers opting to market 
their property at “offers over”. 

This had been the most popular 
marketing method among sellers 
north of the border for much of  

the last decade, but its use had 
declined following the economic 
downturn and the introduction of 
Home Reports. 

Over the last two years, though, 
its use has started to rise again, with 
40.1 per cent of homes brought to 
the market between May and July 
marketed at “offers over” compared 
with 25.8 per cent during the same 
period in 2011.

Properties marketed at “offers 
over” typically have sold for 4.4 per 
cent above their asking price, up on 
the 2012 figure of 3.5 per cent, but 
still not rising to the 25-30 per cent 

GREEN SHOOTS ARE GROWING
Optimism is prevalent 
in Edinburgh’s housing 
market as sales reach their 
highest level since 2008
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GREEN SHOOTS ARE GROWING
THE BENEFITS OF MULTI-
GENERATIONAL LIVING
In a society where the average house 
size is declining and with real threats 
of housing shortages in the future due 
to lack of new build developments, 
it is little wonder that some people 
are opting for multi-generational 
living, typically where three or more 
generations of the same family live 
together. 

Neil Harrison, head of marketing  
at ESPC, the leading property 
marketing company in east central 
Scotland, said: “As with any living 
arrangement, there can be pros and 
cons for everyone involved, but the 
primary advantage can often be found 
with the space and standard of living 
you can attain.” 

ESPC advertises a plethora of 
properties on the local property 
market, with self-contained granny 
(or nanny!) flats allowing for 
independence not only for the main 
family but also for the grandparents. 

So, while granny could have her 
own room within the family home, 
she could equally have her own two-
bedroom apartment, resulting in an 
independent lifestyle but close at hand 
to be at the centre of the family.

Pooling budgets can often result 
in a more comfortable lifestyle for all 
parties, with reduced domestic bills. 

To make life easy for all, it 
is imperative that everyone 
communicates with each other and 
decides what each party is contributing 
financially before moving in. 

Neil said: “My advice would be do 
your market research, know your 
budgets and have a list of requirements 
and nice to haves before you start  
your search. 

“This will make sure you know  
what everyone is comfortable 
compromising on in the hunt for  
your dream home.” 

The property market in 
Edinburgh is showing good 

signs of recovery following the 
2008 economic downturn

over the asking price selling 
figures that were common at the 
height of the market. 

While there has been a change 
in both the number of properties 
selling and their marketing 
price, house prices themselves 
generally aren’t rising. In most 
areas, they are in line with, 
or slightly below, 2012 levels. 
Buyers therefore are continuing 
to negotiate discounts on Home 
Report valuations. 

“All of this is good news,” said 
David. “It means sellers in east 

central Scotland are enjoying 
more success in finding buyers 
and buyers are finding homes 
that meet their needs.”

The big questions now are 
whether the rise in sales over 
the last 18 months represents the 
start of prolonged improvement 
that will be sustained in the 
months ahead, and whether 
prices will start to be impacted 
by the supply of properties to 
the market if we continue to 
see fewer homes coming on the 
market than are selling. 
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Becoming the proud owner of your own home is a milestone for many people and, with its 
huge range of property styles, Edinburgh’s the perfect place to become ‘king of the castle’!

If you are looking to get 
on the property ladder 
for the first time, prices 
in Edinburgh are now 
very friendly for the 
first-time buyer. With 
a choice of properties 
in vibrant, convenient 
locations, the city is a 
great place to set up 
your first home. 

This one-bedroom 
flat features a unique 
hidden wall that allows 
the kitchen or hallway 
to be closed off to create 
a flexible living space.

For more details  
on these or others  
like them, visit  
www.espc.com

FIRST RUNG ON 
THE LADDER 44/3 (1F2) Polwarth Crescent, 

Edinburgh EH11 1HL
Offers around £150,000  
One bedroom, one  
public room
An attractively presented 
first-floor flat in the 
sought-after Polwarth 
area with easy access to the 
canal path and conveniently 
located for access to Edinburgh 
city centre
Agent: Balfour + Manson,  
0131 253 2886

216 (1f2) Morrison Street 
Edinburgh EH3 8EA
Fixed price £120,000 
One bedroom, one  
public room
An excellent first-floor flat 
within walking distance of 
the city centre. A great first 
time home, well presented and 
appointed throughout 
Agent: Lints Property,  
0131 253 2560

OR WHAT ABOUT?

DETAILS
Details : 35/2 Leith 
Street, Edinburgh  
EH1 3AT
One bedroom, one 
public room
Offers over £147,995   
Agent: Boyd Property, 
0131 253 2123 
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For those looking 
for something with 
space and country 
views, Edinburgh is 
surrounded by towns 
and villages offering a 
laid-back lifestyle with 
the convenience of a 
thriving city close by. 
This Victorian property 
has been tastefully 
decorated and has many 
original features, with a 
commanding position in 
the heart of Kirkcaldy.

For more details on 
these homes or others 
like them, visit  
www.espc.com 

Love the green open spaces but still want to enjoy city life? The area surrounding 
Edinburgh is full of pretty villages and towns that give the best of both worlds

ESCAPE TO 
THE COUNTRY 31 Hopetoun Terrace,  

Gullane EH31 2DD
Offers over £325,000  
Four bedrooms, one 
public room
A very attractive semi-
detached house with a 
large west-facing garden 
to the rear, in a desirable 
street in the seaside village 
of Gullane
Agent: Lindsays, 01620 532610

28 Inchcross Park, Bathgate 
EH48 2HF
Offers around £285,000 
Four bedrooms, three 
public rooms
An impressive detached 
villa in a quiet cul de 
sac in Bathgate, West 
Lothian  
Makes an ideal family home 
with many modern touches
Agent: Aberdein Considine, 
01506 420800

OR WHAT ABOUT?

DETAILS
1 Gow Crescent, 

Kirkcaldy, Fife KY1 1EY
Offers over £345,000  

Five bedrooms, 
two public rooms
Agent: McEwan  

Fraser Legal,  
0131 253 2263

UNDER OFFER
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Multi-generational living is becoming more popular 
and there are plenty of properties that fit the bill

If the idea of living with 
more of your family is 
appealing, this selection 
of homes offers some 
of the finest multi-
generational suitable 
properties on the market. 

This large traditional 
stone-built terraced 
villa is a fantastic family 
home with a separate 
flat with private 
entrance, ideal as a 
“granny flat” or for a 
nanny or au pair. The 
bright, spacious interior 
of the property retains 
many period features 
sure to delight any 
prospective buyer. 

For more details on 
these homes or others 
like them, visit  
www.espc.com 

KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY

18 Liberton Brae, Liberton, 
Edinburgh EH16 6AE
Offers around  
£1.1 million  
Six bedrooms, three 
public rooms
A handsome Georgian 
B-listed detached home 
with two-bedroom granny 
flat in one acre of gardens 
in Liberton 
Agent: Hunters Residential,  
0131 253 2669

252 Ferry Road, Edinburgh 
EH5 3AN 
Offers over £585,000 
Six bedrooms, five 
public rooms
An elegant 
terraced house with 
fantastic views of the 
Edinburgh skyline. The 
accommodation retains a 
wealth of original features 
Agent: Simpson & Marwick, 
0131 253 2171

OR WHAT ABOUT?

DETAILS
20 Mayfield Gardens, 
Newington,  
Edinburgh EH9 2BZ
Offers over £720,000  
Seven bedrooms,  
three public rooms
Agent: Leslie Deans & 
Co, 0131 253 2707

At the time of organising this issue, all properties were listed as ‘available’ with ESPC. Any properties no longer listed 
may have been taken off the market, had a closing sale or are now being reviewed by the associated solicitor.
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ON THE RADAR...

FABULOUS FOOD
Visit The Turnhouse or 
Sir Walter Scott from 
mid-October to enjoy 
the new menu from 
Wetherspoons. With 
a combination of pub 
classics and modern 
favourites at great value 
prices, why not arrive 
early to enjoy a great 
start to your trip?

NOT AVAILABLE ON THE UK HIGH ST
Malt whisky is, for 
many people, the perfect  
gift or a wonderful  
indulgent treat for you. 
Pre-order yours now at 
worldofwhiskies.com to 
ensure you don’t miss 
out on one of the 300+  
malts, many of which cannot 
be bought on the UK high 
street. You can now order 
all of them for collection at 
World Duty Free Edinburgh 
Airport, with a massive range 
available to suit any taste.

THE ULTIMATE TRAVEL AGENT
You can now take 
advantage of 
Edinburgh Airport’s 
new booking engine  
to help you plan 
your next trip. 
Whether it is an  
early Christmas  
break, a quick 
business trip,  
or planning for 
summer 2014, you can 
book everything from flights to hotel, car hire  
to currency at edinburghairport.com 
What is even better is that all your booking is  
fully ATOL protected.

ALL ABOARD
At Edinburgh 
Airport, you can 
now take one bag of 
airport shopping, 
separate from your 
hand luggage, on 
board our flights. 
Just another reason 
to arrive early and 
enjoy the shopping 
experience in the 
comfort of the 
departure lounge.

SHOP & COLLECT 
All passengers flying 
domestically or 
within the EU can 
take advantage of 
the savings versus 
the UK High St and 
Internet-beating 
prices at Dixons, and 
do their Christmas shopping early.
You can do all your shopping and pick it up 
when you return. It’s simple, free and all retailers 
offer the service.

What is even better is that once a month, all the 
passengers who use S&C will be entered into a draw 
to win the value of their shopping back!

KEEP IN 
TOUCH
We’re currently 
developing 
the new-look 
Edinburgh 
Airport website, 
which should 
be up and 
running before 
the end of the 
year. Check out  
edinburgh 
airport.com for 
the latest goings 
on at Scotland’s 
busiest airport.
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LATEST TECHNOLOGY
Wanting music on the go? Dixons have  
the latest in Bose technology, with the 
sound link mini speakers and also  

QC20i headphones now in stock.  
Their internet-beating price promise 
also means you not only get expert 
service, but also a great price.

BRAVO EXCLUSIVE
The Collection and Kurt Geiger have taken 
delivery of all of their new autumn/winter 
ranges. Be the first to have the latest boots, 
shoes, or that new Furla or TUMI bag, all at 
high street-beating prices. Visit the stores to 
see the savings that can be made.

PERFUME PICK-ME-UP
Autumn has arrived and so have the 
latest fragrance offerings from Marc 
Jacobs, Giorgio Armani, Paco Rabanne 
and Gucci. Visit World Duty Free at 
Edinburgh Airport to get the 
latest fragrance with savings 
of at least 20 per cent on the 
average UK high  
street price.

ALL ABOUT 
AUTUMN

Harris Tweed is what the 
celebrities are wearing, and 
where better to buy it than 
Edinburgh Airport? Visit 

Liquorice Tree to see their 
extensive range of Harris Tweed 
products, ranging from bespoke 

Joey D hand bags through to 
scarves and coats. 

{Retail update} AIRPORT NEWS 
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The summer months are always a 
busy time for Edinburgh Airport, but 
this year has been different. In July, 
Scotland’s busiest airport recorded 
its first-ever millionth passenger 
month, the first time in its history 
that a milestone of this kind has been 
reached. Then, continuing its record-
breaking streak, the airport managed 
it again with more than one million 
passengers travelling through its 
terminal in August as well.  

June saw Edinburgh Airport 
celebrate its first birthday under 
new owners Global Infrastructure 
Partners. The sale triggered a year of 
transformation and renewed focus on 
providing the passenger with the best 
experience possible. Since its change 
in ownership, Edinburgh Airport 
has introduced a new rhythm to its 
operations and worked hard to ensure 
passengers always come first.  

The airport’s commitment to 
route development continues to 
be a priority, with the summer 
seeing an increased uptake in new 
European routes and the launch of 
a direct service to Toronto with Air 
Canada rouge. The future also looks 
extremely positive following recent 
announcements of new services  
to Zurich, Verona and Chicago 
starting in May 2014.  

Chief Executive Gordon 
Dewar said: “The 

announcement of 

these new direct routes is a fantastic 
validation of Edinburgh and Scotland 
as a whole.”

United Airlines’ plans to launch 
a Chicago service from Edinburgh 
was announced in September and is 
an exciting addition to the airport’s 
growing route network to North 
America and Canada. 

Gordon said: “We’re delighted to 
have played our part in developing 
this route with the other agencies and 
Government departments that make 
up ‘Team Scotland’. This collaborative 
approach works and we look forward 
to bringing many more international 
routes to Edinburgh.”

The airport’s transformation 
is set to continue with the recent 
announcement that it is to increase 
passenger capacity and improve 
facilities with a £150 million five-year 
investment programme. In October, 
construction will begin on a £25m 

extension to the current terminal 
building that will house a state-of-
the-art security area, airline business 
centre and retail unit. The project is 
estimated to create more than 100 
construction jobs throughout the 
build period. 

Gordon said: “Our expansion is 
a significant mark of our intent to 
transform our customers’ experience 
through high-quality facilities and 
customer service to be one of the best 
direct international route networks 
in Europe. This investment is the 
first of a number of developments 
that will build Edinburgh Airport’s 
profile around the world, helping 
us to compete more energetically 
with other UK airports and those in 
mainland Europe.” 

The security product is 
set to be operational by late 
2014 with the retail space 
following in 2015.

A RECORD-BREAKING 
SUMMER FOR 

EDINBURGH AIRPORT

A £25 million extension 
to Edinburgh Airport  

begins in October

AIRPORT NEWS {Investment}
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{New York} TRAVEL

TAKE A BITE 
OUT     F THE 

BIG APPLE

Just seven hours from Edinburgh, New York’s vibrant 24/7 citylife is 
just waiting to be discovered – it’s so good you’ll want to visit twice!

Is there a better city to visit for the festive 
season than New York? We don’t think so. 
From some of the greatest shopping in the 
world to its seasonal celebrations, Christmas 
is a magical time in the Big Apple.

They say it never sleeps, and if you 
spend any time in New York in the  
run-up to Christmas, you’ll want to make 

the most of every second in the city. 
With a flight time of only about seven 

hours from Edinburgh, Manhattan and its 
surrounding attractions are closer than  
you might imagine, and with just a five-hour 
time difference, you can have your breakfast 
in Edinburgh and be in New York in time 
for lunch.
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CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
The Rockefeller Center Plaza is at 
the heart of New York’s Christmas 
celebrations, with the big tree on display 
here boasting some 30,000 energy-
efficient fairy lights. 

This is also home to the iconic skating 
rink, but don’t expect to get it to yourself. 
If the crowds are too much, you can 

always head to the Trump Rink in Central 
Park for an equally scenic alternative.

To really get into the Christmas spirit, 
pay a visit to the Radio City music hall for 
its Christmas Spectacular, where the high-
kicking Rockettes take you on a magical 
journey to the North Pole. Carnegie Hall 
also has a packed programme of Christmas 
concerts, including perennial festive 
favourite, Handel’s Messiah.

SHOPPING
You might have to battle the crowds in the 
run-up to Christmas, but New York’s shops 
are more than worth the struggle for space. 

Among the most famous are stores  
such as FAO Schwarz, the giant toy store on 
Fifth Avenue where Tom Hanks danced on 
the keyboard in the movie Big. 

Macy’s is the largest department store 
in America, covering an entire block at 
its home on Herald Square and a tourist 
attraction in its own right. In the run-up to 
Christmas, the store also becomes home to 
the famous Santaland, where the kids can get 
their pictures taken with the man himself.

But it’s not all about the super-sized stores. 
If you’re looking for something unique,  
take a stroll through Greenwich Village, 
Tribeca, Bowery or around Brooklyn for 
some of the best boutique stores specialising 
in one-off pieces.

© Christopher 

Parypa/

Shutterstock.com

© DanielW/Shutterstock.com

©
 li

tt
le

ny
/S

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k.

co
m



{New York} TRAVEL

63

MUST SEE
It doesn’t matter what time of year you visit 
New York – there are certain places you have 
to see for yourself. Top of the heap, of course, 
is the Empire State Building, an integral part 
of the city skyline since 1931. The Art Deco 
lobby was fully restored in 2009, and the 
viewing platform on the 86th floor is open to 
visitors from 8am right through until 2am. 

The other essential city icon to see is the 
Statue of Liberty, which has been standing 
in the harbour for more than 125 years. But 
make a reservation if you want to tour Lady 
Liberty’s interior.

For free attractions, there is always a 
stroll through Central Park in the heart of 
Manhattan, a walk across Brooklyn Bridge, 
or you can pop into the Art Deco lobby of 
the Chrysler Building to see the beautiful 
ceiling mural. 

From the 
Brooklyn 
Bridge to the 
Empire State 
Building, 
iconic sights 
are all 
around

©
 sp

ir
it 

of
 a

m
er

ic
a/

Sh
ut

te
rs

to
ck

.c
om



TRAVEL {New York}

From ethnic restaurants to vibrant  
night clubs, New York’s alive 24/7

NIGHTLIFE
New York really doesn’t sleep! And if you 
still have the energy after a day’s shopping 
and sightseeing, there’s nowhere better 
for live music, clubs or any other form of 
after-hours entertainment. Be adventurous 
and travel beyond midtown Manhattan 
in search of the best bars and clubs, and 
also remember that in a city this vibrant, 
venues come and go all the time. Check 
out a current issue of a magazine such as 
Time Out New York for a full list of events, 
and then throw yourself in.

FOOD AND DRINK 
Where to start with New York’s bars and 
restaurants? With a population of about eight 
million people, from all over the planet, there 
is truly something for everyone in the city, 
both in terms of variety and budget. 

Explore Chinatown, Little Italy or 
whatever other ethnic neighbourhood 
takes your fancy, or head to the 48th 
floor of the Marriott Marquis hotel for a 
revolving rooftop restaurant, appropriately 
named The View. Pop-up restaurants have 
taken off in the city’s boroughs, where 
entrepreneurs offer everything from tacos 
to ramen – and everything in between!
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{New York} TRAVEL

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
For a different perspective on New York, 
check out the High Line (pictured), an 
abandoned elevated railway which has 
been developed into one of the city’s most 
remarkable public parks. It stretches for 
22 blocks and links various waterfront 
communities on the Far West Side.

Also, check out The Frick Collection. It 
houses art accumulated from around the 
world by tycoon Henry Clay Frick. The 
collection is displayed in Frick’s New  
York mansion.

To discover a quirky part of New York, 
visit Coney Island. It’s worth an excursion 
– even in winter. The amusement park might 
shut down out of season, but you can still 
wrap up for a stroll along the atmospheric 
boardwalk or visit the Coney Island Museum, 
where you’ll learn about the island’s history.

And for the brave, how about a ghost tour? 
You can choose from several itineraries with 
the Ghosts of New York company, including 
a tour of various sites related to writer Edgar 
Allan Poe, along with a late night visit to what 
they call “the most haunted area in America”, 
Washington Square Park.
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You’d think with all the travails that 
international travel brings that someone 
who does it full time for a job would be 
virtually immune to irritations. Let’s face it, 
the sheer mechanics of travelling cause SO 
many annoyances that surely ‘professional 
travellers’ must be among the most tolerant 
people on earth?

Well, sometimes, but as a travel editor – a 
job which sees me in Edinburgh Airport 
almost weekly – I can honestly say, no I 
confess to regularly getting irked about the 
whole business of getting from A to B and 
what happens when you get to B….

As I suspect, I am not alone with this, so 
I thought I’d air a few grumps that might 
strike a chord…

1. Ladies (can’t speak for the men), just 
WHAT is it about when you get to the 
USA and nip to the ladies and find the 
following scenario: a tiny loo door that 
manages to expose the bottom part of your 
legs (complete with knickers round ankles: 
such a good look), and yes, I’ve actually 
even been in some where my head actually 
sticks out above the miniscule door (and 
I’m 5’7”, not a giant). AND there’s also a gap 

between the door and the lock 
so anyone can perfectly 

well peek through if they 
so wish. 

2. Being charged 
for wifi in a hotel. 
No more needs to be 

said. It’s mean and 
irritating.

3. Reading a 
menu that spells 
Scotch ‘whiskEy’. 

That’s our lovely 
cousins’ over 

the water 
way of 

spelling 
it. 

If it’s not Irish or American, don’t add in the 
‘e’. (And this happens in the poshest five-star 
places round the world!).

4. When airlines invite you to check in 
online (and spend YOUR print cartridge 
and paper on printing out what they used 
to give you), well, that’s irritating enough. 
But when they say to click on your pre-
allocated seat (eh, that’ll be pre-allocated by 
THEM) and you then try to move it away 
from the row next to the loos, or where the 
teething babies are likely to be, to then find 
that there are (allegedly) NO other seats 
you can actually move to, well, that gets me 
reaching for a cigarette (and I’ve given up).

5. Now look, I’m a mum myself and – ask 
any of my friends – I’m a sucker for babies 
(are you listening, my still-unmarried 
sons?). But I totally applaud the idea that 
some bright spark came up with last year 
to pay NOT to have to sit in a cabin with 
the little sweeties. Over the years, I have 
had so many sleepless nights on flights I 
can’t recall, so PLEASE can some airline be 
brave enough to implement this plan? No 
doubt there will be a premium to pay, but 
you know what? Travelling as often as I do, 
I’d elect for any kind friends and relatives 
NOT to give me a birthday/Christmas 
pressie, but just whack a tenner or two into 
the ‘baby-free flights’ fund.

6. Just why when you sit in the first rows 
do you find the lockers full of the crew’s 
luggage to the point you can’t even squeeze 
your own jacket in?

7. OK, ‘grumpy old woman’ is going to 
stop now, but if you happen to be on a 
flight where you only have hand-luggage 
(and have managed to fit it in, despite no. 6 
above) can’t we ‘light travellers’ be invited 
to waltz off the flight first, to expedite our 
departure, while those with cases are asked 
to wait? Sensible, eh?

Yep, I love travel, but sometimes, it has 
its irritations.

TAIL PLANE {Katie Wood}

It’s not all ‘plane’ sailing for the seasoned traveller!

THE IRRITATIONS 
OF TRAVEL…
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WRITE 
ON!

Katie Wood has 
been a full-time 
travel writer and 

broadcaster for 25 
years. Author of 39 
guidebooks, she has 
worked for virtually 

every national 
newspaper in the 

UK and is currently 
Travel Editor for The 

Sunday Post.






