
5 Eyes 
5 ways of looking

5 ways of thinking about Peace



Blink invites people to think about how fragile 
and complex Peace is as they journey through 

five different walk-through experiences. 
 

Each experience happens inside a giant eye, 
each inspired by a different community and a 

different place in the UK.

Researched and produced by young people 
in Swale and Medway, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Dewsbury, and Peterborough, BLINK draws 
on our local and national history of peace to 
ask you what kind of future you want to see.

Peace is a doing word,
what will you do?



  To think about its peacemaking heritage.
  To think about what it needs now.

Inspired by the communities of Bradford, West 
Yorkshire, where people from around the world 
have created a recognised City of Sanctuary. 
Bradford is home to the UK's only Peace Museum 
and the world famous Peace Studies course. This 
artwork celebrates the continual contemporary 

peacebuilding in which we all play our part.

Created by The Brick Box in collaboration 
with artists Eetu Palomäki and Ben Cummins

BLINK ONE:

HERE An invitation to see the place 
you are in differently. 



BLINK TWO:

RECONCILE To reflect on what inner peace means to you.
To think about how we connect with others.

Inspired by the story of Lois Turner from Staffordshire, 
who wrote letters to soldiers on the front-line, providing 
peace and companionship during WW1, as well as 
the compassionate inclusion of German war graves at 
Cannock Chase to remember all, these stories remind us 
of the unity found in human connection and ultimately 

the power of reconciliation.

An invitation to let go 
of inner conflict.

Commissioned by Cynthia Coady, Chloe Belcher, Katy Goodwin, 
Harry Jukes, Georgia Kliment-Temple, Amy Louise Matthews, 

Chloe Rickett, Malaz al Shatter, Danny Shaw, Rory Smart, 
Kath Walton, Natalie Willatt. 

Created by artist Jodie Gibson
in partnership with B-Arts



RESIST
BLINK THREE:

Time to play with ideas of resistance. 
Time to practice doing things differently.

Inspired by the area’s rich history of resisting 
including West Yorkshire’s conscientious objectors 
and a man named Arthur Gardiner from Kirklees, 
who campaigned for a peaceful alternative to 

conflict and was sent to prison for his beliefs. 

An opportunity to make your own 
choices about everyday rules. 

Created by artist David Boultbee, Bread Art 
in partnership with Creative Scene

Commissioned by Shazia Bibi, Chris Boyce, Hamish Dee, 
Corrie Leader, Iqra Rafiq, Jonathan Price, Joshua Smith and 

Alicia Womersley.



BLINK FOUR:

EXPLORE
 The challenge to sail together.

     The challenge of what’s needed on the journey.

Inspired by the water and stories that flow around 
the Isle of Sheppey to Swale and Medway beyond. 
This land has sheltered populations in pursuit of 
peace, from the Huguenots seeking refuge in the17th 
Century through to their 21st Century counterparts.

A collection of precious ideas 
to build with.

Created by artist Natasha Steer
in partnership with Ideas Test

Commissioned by Katherine Pegler, Solomon 
Dada, Sathyapriyan Mohan, Jasmine Ee, David 

Adeyemi, Chris Page, Shannon Cole, Ebony 
Myles-Macauley, Ramona Giles.



HOPE
BLINK FIVE:

 Pause to think.
Pause to decide on your next step forward.

Inspired by the story of Constance Peace, born 
and named in Peterborough on V-day, a symbol of 
a world in which war would never happen again. 
And by the community resilience demonstrated in 
2010 when members of the sikh community joined 
arms in a circle around a local mosque to protect 

worshippers from a far-right march.

A phone line to the future.

Created by artists Sean Clark, Leonie Dubarry-Gurr, 
Kat Cashman and James Frizei in partnership with Vivacity

Commissioned by Lukhmann Ali, Toby Hoten, Sophie 
Stedman, Emma Evans, Rachel Goodacre, Jamila Khalil, 

Melissa Gray, Stella Smith, Anna Houlton, Kristine Vaivode, 
Angela Kolokotroni, Genny Britton.



THE ALTERNATiVE 
PEACE MONuMENT

A moment of deep looking.
   An invitation to reflect.

   The bubbling of future action.

Inspired by the Peace Museum’s permanent 
exhibition ‘Protest! In Our Time', exploring 
peaceful protest in the 21st century, the 
157 Peace monuments erected across the 
country and the question ‘How might a peace 

monument catalyse future action?'



BLINK is the culmination of the year-long project 
Paper Peace, a national arts and heritage 
programme created by renowned outdoor arts 

company Emergency Exit Arts (EEA)

Paper Peace explores the UK’s peace heritage. 
As we look around and see fractured and divided 
communities we are challenging ourselves and 
those around us to think about peace. What do 
we mean by peace? Who protects it? How do 
we nourish it? What can we learn from previous 

peace builders and activists?
www.eea.org.uk/paperpeace
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During Paper Peace we have been inspired by 
and working with the concept of Positive Peace 
developed by Johan Vincent Galtung, the 
principle founder of the discipline of peace and 

conflict studies.  

Positive Peace means Peace with justice and 
equality for all. It is more than the absence of 
disrespect, fighting or war and will take all of us 

working together to make it happen

Created by: Emergency Exit Arts
Creative partner: The Brick Box
National partners: B-Arts (Stoke-on-Trent), 
Creative Scene (Dewsbury), Ideas Test (Swale 

and Medway) and Vivacity (Peterborough)

Lead heritage partner: The Peace Museum
Creative director: Chloe Osborne
Designed by Nina Dunn and Rūta Irbīte

Supported by:

For full credits visit www.eea.org.uk/blink

POSITIVE PEACE

Previous page: EEA's Peace Poem marked the launch of Paper Peace in 
November 2018, created with artist and poet Robert Montgomery. 



We value your feedback. Share your peace story at 
www.thepeoplespeacearchive.com/share


