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Project Background
• The Sport and Physical Activity (SPA) project was set up in 2012
to review the council’s provision of sport and physical activity
facilities and look at how we can improve the health and wellbeing of our residents.
• As part of this review, over the last two years we have consulted
and engaged with residents extensively to better understand
resident’s views on the current leisure centres and their
facilities.

Project Objectives
To build two leisure centres at Church Farm (new
location) and Copthall (re-provision within the same site)
at no additional cost to the council

To improve participation levels in sport and physical
activity and to enhance the overall health and
wellbeing of Barnet residents
To deliver a new leisure management contract that will
• generate income
• include Public Heath KPIs

Existing Facilities
• The council’s oldest leisure centres are Church Farm (built in
the 1960s) and Barnet Copthall (built in the 1970s).
• Although they are both fully functional, they are currently costly to
run and require immediate investment to bring them up to modern
and cost-efficient standards and meet future population needs.
• The next slides will give you some more detailed background on
both Church Farm and Copthall.

Church Farm
Church Farm Leisure Centre currently has a non-standard 18 metre
pool. It requires substantial investment to bring it up to a cost
efficient standard.

Residents in the last consultation told us that they want to see
better swimming pools and fitness facilities in the centre.

Church Farm Relocation
We propose the new centre to include these key facilities:
• 25 metre pool
• Learner pool
• Gym
• Dance studios
• Café
In addition, given the lack of provision in the area we are considering the inclusion of
a sports hall.

The current site is too small to accommodate these facilities.
Therefore two new sites have been put forward for consideration:
Danegrove Playing Field and Victoria Recreation Ground.

Church Farm

Danegrove Playing Fields

Danegrove Playing Field is located on the corner of Park Road
and Cat Hill .The site currently provides a grassed open space
surrounded by mature trees and vegetation on three sides with a
single point of access for vehicles at its northern end.

Church Farm

Danegrove Playing Fields
Considerations

• Site is owned by the council and there
• Any development would
will be no additional acquisition costs
need Section 77 (loss of
• No changes to service continuity
school playing fields)
• Sufficient space
approval from the
• Highly visible location at the junction of
Government
two main roads
• Located on the corner of a
• Potential opportunities for Danegrove
busy junction
School to use the facilities
• Site elevation means that any
• Infrastructure, transportation links and
development on it would
amenities already in place
have a high visual impact on
• Improved usage, site is currently under
residents, especially those
used due to the pronounced slope and
located on Park Road
poor drainage
• Existing Church Farm Swimming Pool is
just under one mile away

Church Farm

Victoria Recreation Ground

Victoria Recreation Ground is a public park on the edge of New
Barnet Town Centre, positioned a few hundred metres from the
high street and station.
Access to the Recreation Ground is gained from Park Road (by
car), Victoria Road, Lawton Road, and by a footpath and footbridge
from Cromer Road.

Church Farm

Victoria Recreation Ground

There are two options for the new Church Farm leisure centre to be
located within the Victoria Recreation Ground. These are presented
below:

Church Farm

Victoria Recreation Ground
Considerations

• No changes to service continuity
• Sufficient space
• The site is accessible via public
transport
• Set within a wider development, and
thus potential for future investment
• Support for the development within
the local community
• The site is relatively flat, open and
spacious and well screened from
existing neighbouring property

• Site is a public park
• Site is located much further
north, further away from
the existing Church Farm
leisure centre (1.6 miles)
and closer to less
populated areas (smaller
catchment size)
• Location is not clearly
visible and therefore might
not be prominent to users

Copthall
This centre was originally built as a premier regional swimming
facility, but has evolved to include a gym and studio space.
The current building is expensive to run and maintain due to its
ageing pool tanks and plant room. A much more efficient facility
could be constructed if modern building techniques and materials
were utilised.

The new Copthall Leisure Centre will be built on the same site.

Copthall

Re-Build

The new centre will be located to the immediate south west of the
existing facility.
We propose the new centre to include these key facilities:
• 2 x 25 metre pools
• Learner pool
• Gym
• Dance studios
• Spinning studio
• Café.
The diving pool is considered as an optional facility; its inclusion will
depend on the level of investment required and your feedback as part of
this consultation.

Consulting Objectives
Before making any recommendations we are asking you to:
• Indicate which of the two new sites you would prefer Church
Farm Leisure Centre to be relocated to
• Comment on what facilities we should include in the new
Church Farm Leisure Centre
• Comment on what facilities we should include in the new
Copthall Leisure Centre
Residents’ views on these considerations will be included in the
Revised Outline Business Case and will have a direct effect on the
outcome of the final plans.

How are we consulting?
Drop-in sessions and Online Questionnaire
Family fun day at Copthall;
Assault Course
Smoothie Bike
Bouncy Castle
Health Checks
Fortnightly Update Bulletins
Posters in all libraries and leisure centres
Attending library groups, sports days and track meets
Swimming club is promoting the consultation at galas and swimming events
Social media campaign – Twitter, Facebook and Engage Barnet

How can you make your voice heard?

Want more out of the consultation?
Please feel free to attend another session!

Consultation FAQ’s so far…
General Q & A
• Where can I find out about other consultations currently being undertaken by the council?
• Where can I find out more information about the SPA project and consultation?
• What comes next after the P & R approval?
• When are the results of the SPA consultation published and where?
• Where can I find the online survey so I can be in with a chance to win a free gym membership?
Leisure Services
• What will be happening to the Hendon Facility?
• What will be happening to the Finchley Lido Facility?
• What is the impact on my leisure services whilst the rebuilds are taking place?
• Will membership costs increase?
• What is the difference between Better and GLL?
Costs and Funding
• How much will this re-provisioning cost?
• Where is the money coming from?
• Why isn't it this funding allocated to other local government services such as social care?
• What is the implication of not doing anything to the current set-up of the centres?
• What does sport and activity really contribute to the borough and to the wider economy?
Copthall
• What will happen to my clubs and services whilst the centres are being re-provisioned?
• What is the date for the new build at Copthall?
• What new facilities can I expect at the Copthall site?
• What is happening with the wider development of the Copthall estate?
• Why is Copthall considered in need of re-provisioning when other sites are in more need
Church Farm
• What is happening around disposing of the existing site?
• Why cant we just develop the current site?
• What new facilities can I expect at the Church Farm site?
• Where will the new site be located?
• When can we expect the new site to be built by?

Contact Information
• For the Online Questionnaire, Consultation Document,
Feasibility Study, Needs Assessment and Planning Briefs go
to https://engage.barnet.gov.uk/
• If you have any questions for the project team please contact
us directly on leisureservicesreview@barnet.gov.uk
• Or write to us at:
SPA Team, Floor 1: B18, North London Business Park Building
4, Oakleigh Road South, London N11 1NP

Fortnightly Update Bulletin
Interested?
Want to stay informed?
Get the latest news and progress
updates straight to your inbox!

Just ask a member of the SPA team or sign-up at the
registration desk now

