BENGUELA DIAMOND SAFARI
EXCLUSIVE TO ELLERMAN HOUSE

BENGUELA DIAMONDS

Nature's
pure beauty
Benguela’s rich mineral reserves
Benguela Diamonds is named after the
predominant current, the cold, nutrient-rich
Benguela current, which flows in a northerly
direction off the west coast of South Africa.
The near-shore and shelf environments of
the Benguela current region hold rich
reserves of minerals, particularly diamonds.
The journey of Benguela Diamonds begins
deep beneath the Atlantic ocean’s powerful
currents. Mined directly from the seabed,
polished with expertise and passion, each
stone is transformed into an exquisite,
sparkling diamond.

B E N G U E L A DI A M O N D S

Unique Ocean
Diamond safari
An experienced diamond diver, Wynand Hendrikse
developed Benguela Diamonds with the vision to
offer a complete, seamless service to discerning
clients wanting to buy a diamond of exceptional and
ethical provenance. Benguela Diamonds mines and
dives its own diamonds, operating a private ocean
concession on South Africa’s west coast, with its
own cutting works, goldsmith and jewellery design
studio based in Stellenbosch.
The development of an ocean diamond safari, during
which clients can follow the entire journey of ocean
diamonds, is the realisation of a dream for Wynand
Hendrikse. To his knowledge, Benguela Diamonds is
the only company worldwide that controls the entire
journey, from mining diamonds out of the sea,
polishing them into brilliant diamonds, and setting
them into a bespoke, handmade jewellery piece.

BENGUELA DIAMONDS JOURNEY

The adventure
begins
Your exclusive day trip, to discover the
hidden treasures beneath the ocean, begins
with an early morning private charter flight
from Cape Town to Port Nolloth on the west
coast of South Africa. The adventure begins
the moment you are collected from Ellerman
House
by
chauffeured
limousine
and
transferred to Cape Town International Airport
to board the flight.

Your private pilots for the day
will welcome you on board
the luxurious Pilatus PC12 jet
or Kingair 200 aircraft, before
taking off from the beautiful
city of Cape Town towards
the diamond fields.

The scenic flight, which
takes approximately an
hour and 15 minutes,
follows
the
Atlantic
coastline to Port Nolloth.

There’s time to drink a toast to the
journey, and take memorable
photographs before landing and
being welcomed by your host from
Benguela Diamonds.

BENGUELA DIAMONDS JOURNEY

An extraordinary
accomondation
Your private home-from-home base
for the day is a luxurious,
contemporary villa on the coast,
directly in front of Benguela Diamonds
private diamond mining concession.

A N E XC LU S I V E D I A M O N D SA FA R I I N TO T H E D E P T H O F
THE OCEAN

Equipped with a high level of luxury and comfort to
ensure that every aspect of your day is both relaxed
and pleasurable, the villa is decorated in blue and
white and has uninterrupted views of the Atlantic
Ocean.

The morning begins with a cup of coffee or a glass of
freshly pressed fruit and vegetable juice, followed by
breakfast. Fresh and healthy or decidedly decadent,
choose from a tempting selection of breakfast dishes
while your Benguela Diamonds host outlines the day’s
activities.

BENGUELA DIAMONDS JOURNEY

Diving
for deep sea
treasures
Benguela Diamonds operates a private ocean
concession on the West Coast of South
Africa. By mining its own diamonds, Benguela
Diamonds has a very exclusive niche in a
market where traceability and ethical working
conditions have become extremely important.
This not only certifies the origin of its
diamonds; but also ensure fair working
conditions in the concessions.

It’s time to get the dive under way. Once
the boats are moored beyond the
treacherous breakers, guests are invited
to join the Benguela Diamonds dive
masters beneath the ocean.

The only requirements are a current PADI Open Water 1
certificate and a sense of adventure. The dive is an entry
level one, in fairly shallow water. Divers are kitted out with
all the diving equipment required to ensure a warm,
comfortable and safe experience. For those who choose to
stay on the boat, there is the excitement and anticipation of
waiting for the precious seabed gravel to be brought up to
the surface.

Trained master divers operate giant suction
pipes to pump the seabed gravel into a classifier
that separates the larger stones from the gravel.
The remaining gravel is then ‘jigged’ which
means that the diamonds are sorted from the
gravel using a vibrating pan system.
The heavier stones, such as garnets, olivines
and diamonds, fall into the pan.

A gourmet lunch awaits you
on the terrace of the villa
after the boat trip. Ellerman
House sends a private chef
with you for the day to take
care of all your culinary
needs. Ellerman House villa
guests will be accompanied
by their personal in-villa
chef.

In keeping with the coastal setting, we suggest
a delicious seafood lunch of fresh line-caught
fish or west coast crayfish, depending on the
season. The gourmet lunch of your choosing is
paired to award-winning South African wines,
handpicked from Ellerman House’s exceptional
wine collection.

Back at the villa, there is
time to take a closer look
the
morning’s
rich
at
pickings. While examining
a selection of rough, uncut
diamonds with a sorting
expert from the company,
you will learn more about
the meticulous grading of
diamonds.

While nature determines the colour, carat-weight and clarity
of a diamond, only a skilled craftsman can determine the
cut, displaying the fire, sparkle and beauty of the diamond.
When a diamond is cut to perfect proportions – not too deep
nor too shallow – light will reflect inside the stone and
disperse through the top of the stone, giving it an inner
radiance.
This is your moment to select a rough diamond to be cut,
polished and set into a piece of jewellery to cherish forever.

The clarity of a diamond is
one of the most important
factors in determining its
value. Virtually all natural
diamonds contain
identifying characteristics,
many of them too small to
be seen by the naked eye.

These inclusions are nature’s
birthmarks. When viewed under a
loupe, which gives 10 times
magnification, they look like tiny
crystals, clouds or feathers.
A diamond revealing no inclusions
is known as flawless and treasured
for its rarity.

Diamond cutting is a highly technical process, which requires
great skill, expertise and training. The quality of a finished
diamond depends, to a great extent, on how well its purity
and brilliance is rendered. It is the job of the diamond cutter
to shape the stone optimally to maximise its interaction with
light.

When purchasing a diamond, you will hear a lot of discussion
about the 4 Cs, namely cut, colour, clarity and carat-weight, in
determining its value and rarity. The clarity of a diamond is one
of the most important factors in determining its value. The
weight of a diamond is measured in carats. One carat is equal
to 0.2 grams, and there are 100 points in a carat. Thus a 0.75ct
diamond is the same as a 75 pointer or a ¾ carat stone.
Diamonds of equal carat-weight may vary greatly in brilliance
depending on their symmetry and cut, so carat-weight on its
own is an unreliable guide to determine value.

By late afternoon, guests are winging their way back to Cape Town aboard their private aircraft. Safely back at Ellerman House, guests
round off the day by indulging in the hotel’s signature Dom Pérignon Experience. As the sun sinks into the ocean, pop the cork on a
bottle of vintage Dom Pérignon paired to a delicious bento box-style dinner prepared by the executive chef.

BENGUELA DIAMONDS

how can
we help
you ?
The Diamond Safari will be available from 1 September 2016, and is
strictly dependent on prevailing weather conditions. Available for a
maximum of 6 guests, the trip includes the road transfers, return air
transfer on a private jet, and all food and beverages including the Dom
Pérignon Experience at Ellerman House. The price remains the same,
regardless whether 2, 4 or 6 guests travel together. Note that the
price excludes the cost of any diamonds purchased from Benguela
Diamonds and also excludes the cost of designing and
manufacturing a piece of jewellery.
For more information, please contact Ellerman House:
info@ellerman.co.za
Tel +27 21 430-3200
www.ellerman.co.za
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