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WELCOME FROM OUR CEO
 

We have been and are continuing to work togehter with our partner organisations to break down the
extremes of poverty throughout Ethiopia. As you read through our annual report you will notice we are
supporting some of the most vulnerable people within Ethiopia especially women and girls.
 
With your support we have helped people suffereing from lack of rain falling in northern Ethiopia where
drought became an everyday struggle for communities as they were facing starvation through to
children living on the streets of Addis Ababa who were also facing starvation and the threat of disease,
putting their lives in danger everyday whilst searching for food.
 
Your support throughout 2018 was channelled to projects like these and helped so many people through
episodes of drought with trucking water to those communities most affected by the shortage of rainfall
through to providing much needed food and an education to those children living on the streets.
 
These are just a couple of examples of where your support has made a difference, as you read through
the report you will notice the impact demonstrated, we could not have achieved this without your support. 
 
THANK YOU
 
Nicola McQuilkin
CEO, Ethiopiaid Ireland

 



A STORY OF SUCCESS
 
I collected many stories when in Ethiopia and wanted to
share just one with you. I travelled up to the Afar region
which is northern Ethiopia (one of the hottest places on
earth), these communities were remote and conditions were
awfully hot with sadly much drought at the time of my visit.
 
I was welcomed by all, mind you the children were a little
cautious at first (unlike when you visit projects in the city)
they kept a watchful eye from a distance. I was kindly invited
into one family home, a single roomed hut, built by their own
hands through splitting and weaving bamboo.
 
I met with a young woman called Faith, she was 20 years of
age with two children, a girl aged three and a boy six
months. Faith shared her story with us, she was married at
just 16 to her mother’s cousin (significantly older than her).
Faith soon fell pregnant with her first girl child, who was
taken away at birth by community leaders, once placed back
in Faiths arms she noticed they had performed partial female
genital mutilation, a procedure that can cause severe
bleeding, infection, infertility and even death, at the time
Faith thought she was upholding family honour and tradition.
 
Since then women health workers have been working closely
with this community advising and informing them of the
dangers and implications related to these harmful practices.
Faith told us she was planning on extending her family, we
asked if she were to give birth to another little girl would she
allow them to take her away too and perform female genital
mutilation, she responded shaking her head from side to side
and said no.
 
This is just one family I met who has been empowered to
protect any future girl child against the harmful practice of
female genital mutilation. This absolutely demonstrated to
me the impact your support is having even in the most
weather challenging and remote areas of Ethiopia.
 
I am excited to be leading this organisation and believe with
your continued support, together we can help so many more
young girls who are vulnerable to such harmful practices so
eventually whole communities throughout Ethiopia are
saying NO to female genital mutilation.
 
Written by Nicola McQuilkin



SAFEGUARDING

 
At Ethiopiaid the care and protection of vulnerable
children and adults is out top priority. We believe
that regardless of age, gender, disability or ethnic
origin everyone has a right to be protected from all
forms of harm, abuse, neglect and exploitation.
 
We take responsibility to protect those we work with
seriously. This includes those who are beneficiaries
of projects in Ethiopia, our partner organisations
and their staff, our staff and volunteers in Ireland.
 
We have robust safeguarding and whistleblowing
policies in place and we ensure that our Ethiopian
partners also have robust safeguarding policies and
practices of their own and commit to Ethiopiaid's
safeguarding code of conduct.
 
We have zero tolerance against discrimination in
and out of the workplace. This includes any
discrimination or unfair treatment towards our
Ethiopian beneficiaries and partners, our Ireland
volunteers, staff and supporters.
 
We comply with the General Data Protection
Regulations and have a comprehensive Privacy
Policy to protect our supporter' personal data.
 
We believe that safeguarding is both an
organisation and an individual responsibility. Every
person who shares in the work of Ethiopiaid shares
in this responsibility.
 
Finally, Ethiopiaid is a member of the Charities
Regulator and commits to its fundraising promise of
honesty, respect, reason, accountability and ethics.

 
 
 



Two decades ago, the Hamlin Fistula Hospital in Addis

Ababa was the only place where fistula patients could be

treated. Today, not only can patients access the treatment

they need through six fistula centres across Ethiopia, but

they can also access complete physical and social

rehabilitation facilities through Hamlin’s Desta Mender

rehabilitation centre. Hamlin’s College of Midwives actively

recruits and trains new midwives and then deploys them

back to their own rural communities to provide maternal

healthcare and support in the regions they’re needed most.

HAMLIN FISTULA
HOSPITAL AND
MIDWIFERY
COLLEGE
Mission: “Eradicating
fistula throughout
Ethiopia.”

MATERNAL
HEALTH

pregnant women were educated by a Safe

Motherhood Ambassador resulting in 19,466 safe

deliveries

 

women benefited from a  skilled delivery thanks

to Hamlin midwives

 

people were reached with news on fistula

awareness and support

 

women received repair surgery for a fistula or

pelvic prolapse

 

health centres are being supported with

equipment, training and midwives

 

women graduated as Hamlin Midwives and 105

women were trained as Safe Motherhood

Ambassadors

 

30,305

21,433

3,600

2,324+

46

20

YOUR IMPACT. Thanks to
you and your partners in
maternal health:



HARMFUL TRADITIONAL
PRACTICES &
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

Founded by Australian nurse Valerie Browning in 1993, the Afar

Pastoralist Development Association (APDA) was created

alongside local Afar leaders who felt their needs were not being

met by formal government services. Today, in addition to life-

changing work in water harvesting, mobile health and education,

APDA is dedicated to ending harmful traditional practices,

including female genital mutilation (FGM), child marriage

and the lack of rights for women in marriage. While APDA

works with clan leaders and communities to create awareness

on these often taboo topics, they also conduct a great deal of

work in a one-on-one capacity. Their trained Women Extension

Workers go door-to-door providing knowledge, counselling and

support against FGM and harmful traditions.

AFAR
PASTORALIST
DEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATION

Mission: “Ending
harmful traditional
practices in rural
Ethiopia.”

With five safe houses across Ethiopia, the Association for

Women’s Sanctuary & Development (AWSAD) is a beacon of

hope to those who have experienced domestic violence or

abuse. Staffed 24 hours a day by AWSAD staff, they offer more

than a safe place to sleep. Along with food and medication,

AWSAD provides counselling and legal follow-up, basic

literacy courses, art and dance therapy, self-defence

classes and vocational skills training so that women can

leave the shelter as confident, independent and workplace-

ready individuals. AWSAD also works alongside public officials

such as police, women affairs workers and public prosecutors to

help government institutions better protect and provide services

for women and girls.

ASSOCIATION
FOR WOMEN’S
SANCTUARY &
DEVELOPMENT

Mission: “A beacon of
hope to those
experiencing
domestic violence.”

YOUR IMPACT. You’ve helped:
Give 

 

 

survivors of

violence training

in sewing,

hairdressing and

crafts

Reach 

 

 

people with

awareness on

the dangers of

early marriage

and FGM

27,137
Provide 

438 

survivors of

violence and 

215 

children with

safe shelter and

skills training

71
Support 

 

 

women to say

no to FGM after

attending a

practitioners’

conference

59
Provide a start-

up loan to 

 

 

women in Afar

to grow, market

and sell their

crops

240

 

 

people in Afar

to increase their

resilience to

drought

49,000



Cheshire Services aims to bring about a disability-inclusive society

across Ethiopia. They do this through their main activities: treating

orthopedic disabilities among children and youth, creating

community awareness to remove the stigma associated with

disability, and provision of mobility aids and rough rider

wheelchairs. Their Menagesha Rehabilitation Centre is their flagship

site, providing both resident children and outpatients with corrective

surgery, physiotherapy and custom-fitted prosthetic limbs and mobility

aids. For children living in more remote areas, Cheshire run a mobile

outreach service where a team of physiotherapists, orthopedic

technologists and a social worker can assess, treat and follow-up both

new and old patients.

CHESHIRE
SERVICES

Mission: “Bringing
about a disability-
inclusive society
across Ethiopia.”

DISABILITIES

YOUR IMPACT. You have ensured:

disabled children receive

physiotherapy each week

155

2,357

people received prosthetic

limbs and mobility aids

15

off road wheelchairs are

produced every month

6,151
disabled people are

supported in the community

40
 government and community

leaders could attend training

on disability rights and fair

opportunities

1,982

pairs of special orthopaedic

shoes were distributed



Dignity Period helps Ethiopian girls stay in school by

providing the supplies and education they need to

manage menstruation. In areas where menstruation is a

highly taboo subject and school dropout rates for girls are

as high as 51% (over 20% higher than that for boys), this

enables girls not only to finish their education but also to

enjoy better job and life prospects. Dignity Period works

across the regions of Afar and Tigray, distributing locally-

made, reusable sanitary pads and hygiene kits to girls in

school, and also providing educational booklets to both

girls and boys which help dispel myths and reduce the

stigma behind menstruation.

DIGNITY PERIOD

Mission: “Every girl
deserves education,
equality, and dignity –
period.”

HOPE Enterprises has created the ‘Ladders of Hope’

program to help people in need climb from poverty to

prosperity. One of the key focuses is on education and they

have 7 sites across Ethiopia where children and young

people can access kindergarten through to

primary/secondary school, university or vocational

training.  Once a student is accepted into a HOPE school,

every effort is made to ensure their long-term success.

HOPE Enterprises also works to fight hunger and

malnutrition, plus improve community health through

clean water and hygiene. Hunger and health are basic

priorities, and it is essential for these to be met in order for

a person to begin the steps towards a healthy, educated,

independent life.

HOPE
ENTERPRISES
Mission: “Helping the
underprivileged climb
from poverty to
prosperity.”

QUALITY EDUCATION
FOR ALL



YOUR IMPACT. Through education you’ve
made a lasting change for:

girls in Tigray and 11,000 girls

in Afar who can now stay in

school thanks to menstrual

hygiene kits

 

students in 102 schools

across Afar who have the

facts on puberty through

informational booklets

 

students who are enrolled in

HOPE’s 7 elementary and 6

secondary schools across

Ethiopia

 

 

children on the streets of

Addis Ababa who were fed

breakfast and could attend

free school each day

 

students who could enrol in

HOPE’s Technical and

Vocational Training - 98%

of whom will have a job

within 12 months of

graduating!

 

 

129,022

27,771

4,000+

850

125

QUALITY EDUCATION
FOR ALL



Facing Africa works to tackle the ravaging disease of noma in Ethiopia.

Their first objective is to fund facial reconstructive surgeries for

noma survivors by sending skilled teams of volunteer surgeons to

Ethiopia twice a year. Each team is made up of specialist surgeons,

anaesthetists and nurses, who undertake upwards of 35 facial

reconstructions during each two week mission.   Beneficiaries also

include victims of animal attacks, burns and facial tumours.   Their

second objective is to improve the surgical capacity and nursing

knowledge of health professionals within Ethiopia by providing

training inside and outside of operating theatres, and by donating

surgical instruments to Ethiopian hospitals at the end of each mission.

FACING AFRICA

Mission: “Stopping
the ravaging facial
disease of noma.”

YOUR IMPACT. This year
you have helped fund:

Accommodation and meals for

the parents of children

receiving surgery to keep

families together

61 patients to access medical

examinations

Residential rehabilitation for

patients recovering from

complex facial surgery

Post-operative care for 2

patients with facial tumours so

aggressive they would not

have survived without surgery

DESTRUCTIVE
DISEASES
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THANK YOU
Registered charity number: CHY13305 - CRA number: 20041069


