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Saturday 4 May  

We met up in the early morning at Heathrow for our flight across the channel to Charles De 

Gaulle airport, Paris. Here we had a straightforward transfer, were joined by Steve and Cath 

to make the group complete, and after lunch, boarded our flight for Armenia. We flew over 

the extensive snow-covered mountains of north-east Turkey and not long after, as dusk fell, 

landed at Yerevan. 

Our local guide, Vasil Ananian, was there to meet us and it wasn't long before we were at 

our hotel where we found the street partly blocked due to "Wine Day" celebrations. Most of 

the party had finished though and we were soon checked in, full of anticipation for the 

adventure to come. 

 

Sunday 5 May  

We had breakfast at 7.30 and then got on the road for our first birding destination; Armash 

fish ponds. There was some light rain as we drove but it soon cleared and we could see 

White Stork on their nests as well as some walking around in the fields.  

There were birds everywhere including 3 Hoopoe, our first Menetries Warbler and some 

distant Blue-cheeked Bee-eater. Once through the gate we quickly found one of the 

specialities of this place, White-tailed Lapwing. There was also a Purple Heron in the same 

area, while Pygmy Cormorant flew over and a male Citrine Wagtail was seen. Once we 

reached the "ponds" (more like huge lakes surrounded by reedbeds) we followed a muddy 

track for some distance to get vantage points across open water and to see what we could 

find in the reedbeds. We did well for Warblers with the eastern race of Reed Warbler 

(sometimes known as Caspian Reed Warbler), Great Reed Warbler, Paddyfield Warbler, 

Moustached Warbler and Savi's Warbler (all of these were seen as well as heard). There 

were a few migrant Willow Warbler feeding up in the reeds too, and we had good sightings 

of Bearded Tit. We saw White-tailed Lapwing again, some Glossy Ibis and some Night Heron. 

Marsh Harrier were very common and we saw one mobbing a Lesser Spotted Eagle. Another 

speciality of Armash is the White-headed Duck and we managed to find at least 8 of these, 

along with a few Ferruginous Duck and Red-crested Pochard amongst the commoner 

wildfowl such as Pochard and Gadwall. Superb White-winged Tern were plentiful, giving 

some excellent viewing, but we only saw one Gull-billed Tern. A male Grey-headed Wagtail 

was quite tame at the trackside, and when we walked back we had better views of Blue-

cheeked Bee-eater feeding on big dragonflies from the wires. 

On the return walk the sun was out and the temperature was rising, which meant that the 

track was drying out rapidly. The snow-covered peak of Ararat began to emerge out of the 

cloud. We had our picnic lunch still within sight of some of the ponds (so we could check 

through the migrant waders including summer plumage Little Stint and Wood Sandpiper), 

and then drove back to the main road and headed for the Vedi Hills. The birding here was 

good though and we managed to see Isabelline and Finsch's Wheatears, Black-headed 



Bunting, Blue Rock Thrush and Eastern Rock Nuthatch. Best of all though was a pair of 

Desert Finch, a very rare bird in Armenia, before we ran out of time. 

We set off for Yeghegnadzor where we would be based for 2 nights. 

 

Monday 6 May 

Hundreds of Swifts filled the clear blue sunny sky outside our hotel, and a Black Kite drifted 

north. Today (and for the rest of the trip) we had a suitable bus for what was needed along 

with a driver who knew the birding circuit. As we set off for the day we drove past White 

Stork standing on roadside telegraph pole nests. Then, heading up into the hills, we stopped 

by a scrubby hillside and took a short walk. A dog was barking but it failed to drown out the 

singing of a White-throated Robin, which we managed to get good views of. A stunning bird. 

Two Red-billed Chough flew over the skyline and calling Eastern Rock Nuthatch were 

tracked down on the higher crags. A Rock Sparrow stuck its head out from a disused 

Nuthatch mud nest, and another Rock Sparrow performed its display flight. There were Crag 

Martin here too and a singing Black-eared Wheatear. We also managed to see Chukar. 

Further up the road we found another singing White-throated Robin, this one oblivious to 

traffic passing very close by. A Woodlark was heard, a Woodchat Shrike was seen, and we 

were able to look across at an impressive range of mountains and hills. We passed some 

Bee-eaters on wires and then took a longer walk on the Amaghu footpath. Here we found 

Eastern Stonechat (of the race known as Armenian Stonechat). Lesser Whitethroat and Rock 

Bunting were singing, and a Golden Eagle flew by (close enough to notice that it had some 

primaries missing on one wing). Red-billed Chough flew around a crag and 2 Alpine Swift 

flew past very close. We paused to look down on Noravank Monastry far below and across 

to the snow-covered ridges to the north. Along the distant ridge opposite we saw 2 

Lammergeiers. Cetti's Warbler were heard despite there being no visible water, and Tree 

Pipit were singing in a landscape that lacked woodland. Ring Ouzel was heard too. At the 

end of the morning when we were driving back down the road we stopped to look at a 

Golden Eagle that was circling below us; it was the same bird as seen previously, with 

primaries missing from one of its wings. 

For lunch we drove along the bottom of the valley that we had been looking down into this 

morning until we reached the end of the road at Noravank Monastry. We had a fine meal at 

the restaurant and then took a walk around the interesting 13th century monastery and 

church. The birds were good too with an Eastern Rock Nuthatch doing repeat flights to 

collect food near the car-park and then making its way back up the slope at the back. There 

were Crag Martin too, along with Red-billed Chough, Blue Rock Thrush, Eastern Black-eared 

Wheatear, and a pair of superb Red-fronted Serin that kept flying down to the ground 

where they were either feeding or drinking. 

The rest of the afternoon was filled with a visit to a large cave near Areni where the world’s 

oldest winery (over 6,000 years old) had been found (along with the world’s oldest shoe 

which has been dated as being 5,500 years old!). There were clusters of House Martin nests 



on the rock near the cave entrance and we found our first Western Rock Nuthatch of the 

trip here too. A couple of Egyptian Vulture flew by and again there were some Red-billed 

Chough. A Giant Peacock moth (the largest European moth species) was found resting near 

the path. 

On the way back to the hotel we stopped to look at a Fox. Dave heard a Warbler singing 

nearby, initially expected to be an Eastern Olivaceous, but after seeing it in the scope was 

able to identify it as the much rarer (in Armenia) Icterine Warbler. A good bonus bird for the 

trip (apparently the first record for this province). For dinner, we visited a new restaurant on 

the edge of town where we were made to feel very welcome with a countless variety of 

alcoholic drinks including vodka, brandy and wine. 

 

Tuesday 7 May  

It was very early start this morning. We set off in the dark to rendezvous with 4 jeeps that 

then took us up into the Gndasar mountain range. We travelled on bumpy, winding, 

mountain tracks as the first light appeared into remote wilderness and magnificent scenery. 

It was definitely an adventure! Even though the vehicles had to ford one or two fast-flowing 

streams, the track itself wasn't too muddy which meant that we could get almost to the 

base of the high crags that we wanted to scan. Our first highlight was seeing a female Brown 

Bear walking across a snow patch with a tiny cub following it! Occasionally the Caspian 

Snowcock could be heard giving their mournful calls, and then John spotted the first 2 on an 

incredibly distant snow-covered ridge! We were hoping for something closer though and so 

persevered, scanning and scanning until eventually one of the local guides who had been 

driving one of the jeeps spotted one in an area where the calling had been coming from. 

Eventually we all managed views in the scope and even though this bird was still quite 

distant some plumage detail was visible. Other birds in this area of high alpine meadows 

included Caucasian Chiffchaff, Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush, Woodlark and Rock Bunting. We 

had a picnic breakfast and then made our way back down in the jeeps, meeting up with our 

bus (and our luggage) near Areni.  

On our drive to Goris we stopped to watch Dipper nesting under a bridge and look at some 

impressive Irises. Then we found a place with some tables and pulled off the road for a late 

picnic lunch. Tree Pipit were singing and there were a few Whinchat. The birding improved 

quite a lot a few miles further on when we took a walk by a marshy stream and some old 

farm buildings. There were good numbers of Black-headed Wagtail, with just one male 

Grey-headed Wagtail, and quite a few Water Pipit. More of a surprise was an adult 

Lammergeier sat on a rock on a shallow grassy slope, giving us great views in the scope 

including all the head detail. It looked huge. We also found at least 10 Asian Crimson-winged 

Finch in this area.  

We then continued on to Goris where we would spend one night. 

 

 



Wednesday 8 May 

After breakfast we made a quick stop at the local medical centre which meant that Alan, 

impressed by the local doctor, was able to hear properly again. The rest of us managed to 

see Short-toed Eagle and 3 Red-backed Shrike around the car-park on this warm sunny 

morning before setting off properly on our journey south to the Iranian border. Our first 

stop was a woodland walk where some familiar species were added to the list including 

Chaffinch, Common Chiffchaff, Blue Tit, Wren, Blackcap and Long-tailed Tit. Not so familiar 

though was a singing Green Warbler which was slightly elusive to start with but visible with 

patience. Continuing on, we also found Green Warbler at our next stop near, as well as a 

singing male Red-breasted Flycatcher. Although it was a male, it was a young (second 

calendar-year) bird and looked like a female without any colouring on the breast. Some 

Griffon Vulture soared over and we heard and saw some Jays (of the local race with black 

crowns) too. 

Impressive snow-covered high mountain ranges came into view before we stopped for a 

late lunch at a family home near Shikahogh. The hospitality and home-made food here was 

excellent. From the balcony we could hear singing Nightingale and Golden Oriole, and watch 

a pair of Red-backed Shrike.  

By late afternoon the high mountain ridges of Iran came into view and we stopped to take 

some photos. Then, our last stop of the day was to look for Sombre Tit, a species with a 

limited distribution in Armenia. We soon found singing Black-headed Bunting, and a singing 

male Menetries Warbler too. Lesser Whitethroat and Nightingale were also singing, while a 

Peregrine flew high across the valley. It wasn't until we were on our way back though that 

we heard the call of a Sombre Tit, and then managed to see 2 birds. 

The road continued down until we reached the River Araks. A security fence ran along the 

side of the road preventing access to the river; we were now on the border with Iran. We 

were nearly at Agarak where we would spend 2 nights, but there was one more good bird to 

finish the day… a male Black Francolin which gave itself away with its distinctive call. 

 

Thursday 9 May  

We set off at 7, driving along the River Araks when we saw a male Black Francolin again; this 

time it was perched on the border security fence! This morning we were visiting the 

Graviget Gorge in search of Red-tailed Wheatear (also called Persian Wheatear). We parked 

up near an old quarry and hadn't walked more than a few yards when we saw our first of 

these subtley plumaged birds. We saw several more as we walked up the arid gorge along 

with a good selection of other birds including our first Upcher's Warbler and a Sombre Tit. 

We also saw Menetrie's Warbler, Eastern Orphean Warbler, Red-backed Shrike, Black-

headed Bunting, Eastern Rock Nuthatch, Chukar, Rock Bunting, Blue Rock Thrush and 

Eastern Black Wheatear. An adult Golden Eagle circled round and round carrying a snake, 

obviously proud of its catch. Other raptors included Steppe Buzzard and Booted Eagle. 



It was already getting hot by mid-morning and we returned to the hotel for a break before 

setting out for lunch at a restaurant in Meghri. There were glass panels in the floor so we 

could see the fast-flowing river torrent underneath where we stood. We then, after an 

excellent meal, took a walk looking for Levant Sparrowhawk but thunder and some rain 

made us retreat back to the bus. Then, at another spot on the edge of Meghri Steve noticed 

a male Levant Sparrowhawk and we were able to watch it in the scope, including when it sat 

on a post in Shrike-like fashion.  A mile or two further along the road we found another 

male Levant Sparrowhawk, this one slightly closer, sat on top of a telegraph pole. There was 

also a female but much further away, perched on a branch fairly low in a tree where 

(through the scope) it appeared to be eating a small mammal. To finish the day we crossed a 

stream and took a walk along a farm track. Here we found Spotted Flycatcher, Lesser 

Whitethroat, Black-eared Wheatear and another Sombre Tit. 

 

Friday 10 May 

On a beautiful clear morning we left Agarak (and its Laughing Doves) after breakfast on 

what was to be a travel day back to Goris. We left the impressive arid mountains of Iran 

behind (and a Roller on wires at the same spot as yesterday) as we climbed up beyond 

Meghri and eventually above the treeline towards snow-covered mountain ridges. The 

deciduous trees at this altitude were still in bud, their leaves not out yet. We drove past a 

very realistic statue of a goat, some active gold mines, and some Iranian trucks. At the 

summit of the Meghri Pass (2,535 metres above sea level) we stopped for a walk around 

and to see what birds we could find. The snow-covered mountain peaks were spectacular 

and flowers were in bloom. We found Water Pipit running around, catching insects, on 

patches of snow. A Whinchat was singing and a male Red-backed Shrike sat on one of the 

few perches available. A Bee-eater flew over calling, and another migrant, a Painted Lady 

butterfly also flew north. 

Further north we saw a couple of Black Kite, and made another stop to look at a pair of 

Common Stonechat (clearly different to the Eastern Stonechat that we had seen near 

Yeghegnadzor previously). A Woodlark was singing here, as were both Common 

Whitethroat and Lesser Whitethroat. An Egyptian Vulture drifted over. We also saw a Scarce 

Swallowtail. A woodland walk a few miles further on gave us good views of a low-flying 

Honey Buzzard, reasonable views of Green Warbler, and we heard a singing Red-breasted 

Flycatcher too. We also saw Jays, Great Spotted Woodpecker and Red-backed Shrike. 

We ate lunch next to a pond occupied by many noisy Marsh Frog, and saw Steppe Buzzard 

and Lammergeier from the same place. More singing Green Warbler were heard on another 

woodland edge walk, and then before reaching Goris we made a couple of stops scanning 

for raptors. This was productive with a good range of birds drifting over the valley, including 

Lesser Spotted Eagle, Short-toed Eagle, Buzzard, Honey Buzzard and Griffon Vulture. We 

also found a pair of Egyptian Vulture at a nest. 

 



Saturday 11 May  

It was a rainy start to the morning in Goris but it became drier after breakfast. We were on 

the road heading back west. A few Buzzard were on the ground, including an unusually pale, 

leucistic, Common Buzzard and 2 Long-legged Buzzard (later a pair of Long-legged Buzzard 

were seen mating). Corn Bunting and Tree Pipit were heard singing and a male Common 

Rosefinch sat on the wires. Long sections of the road were quite bad with potholes and 

recently made rectangular holes ready to be repaired. Overtaking a convoy of 21 (yes, 

twenty one!) Italian camper vans needed some skilful manoeuvring. We rounded a bend as 

we descended one of the hills to find a large, overladen, truck lying on its side.  

Our next stop was for 3 Montagu's Harrier (a male and 2 females), and from the same place 

we also saw a distant Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush, Rock Bunting, Cuckoo and some Whinchat. 

A little further on we took a walk to look at some singing Ortolan Bunting. In the same area 

there was also a singing Rock Bunting, a singing Common Rosefinch and another male 

Montagu's Harrier. Starlings were busy nesting in a metal telegraph pole. 

We took lunch under some shelters near a stream. It was now sunny and warm, having 

brightened up from earlier. Steve spotted a female Goshawk circling over the crags above 

the road, while up the valley on the opposite side there were 3 Short-toed Eagle circling 

together; one of them had the tail end of a snake protruding from its bill. A Garden Warbler 

was in the streamside trees and a Dipper flew over (unusually high) calling.  

From here Jermouk Gorge was only a short distance away and we drove in on the old road, 

parked up and took a couple of walks along, viewing the impressive basalt cliffs and caves 

opposite. Paul S. saw Rose-coloured Starling and we all had excellent views of a Golden 

Eagle pair flying along the cliff, with one of them perching on a bush for a while. Other birds 

seen included 2 Chukar, a Short-toed Eagle, Blue Rock Thrush, several Red-backed Shrike, 2 

Red-billed Chough and an Alpine Swift. A Kestrel with prey was chased by a Hooded Crow. 

The highlight though was a juvenile Lammergeier which was joined by an adult long enough 

for us to get some really good scope views on the crag. 

We continued driving on towards Yeghegnadzor, with one last stop along the way. We 

parked up and took a walk along the old road towards the river. We had good views of a 

singing male White-throated Robin and 2 male Black-headed Bunting. More of a surprise 

was a Penduline Tit that flew low over the arid, volcanic, rocky terrain. However when we 

rounded the corner the river and many big Willows came into view, no doubt where the 

Penduline had ventured from. Some Bee-eaters flew over and we also saw Black-eared 

Wheatear and Red-backed Shrike. We also watched a pair of Eastern Rock Nuthatch taking 

food to their well disguised nest. 

We checked in at Yeghegnadzor, back at the same hotel that we had used a few days earlier, 

and when it was time for dinner we celebrated Glynis's birthday with a big cake adorned 

with huge firework-style candles. Then, there was one last surprise for the evening; we had 

superb views of a Scops Owl in the torchlight. 

 



Sunday 12 May  

There was lots going on close to the hotel this morning especially with a large flock of 50+ 

Common Rosefinch, which had been found the previous evening, still present. There was 

also Hobby, Syrian Woodpecker and Golden Oriole, and large flocks of Swifts. This morning 

we were to cross the Selim Pass and we made a stop at the Caravanserai where Rock 

Sparrow sang from the old building and Crag Martin perched on the carved stone bull relief 

above the doorway. We were soon joined by a local couple who converted their small car 

into a stall selling vodka, wine, honey, sweet walnuts and a range of souvenirs. A 

Lammergeier passed close overhead, beautifully lit in the blue sky.  

We continued over the Pass (2,404 metres above sea level) where Tree Pipit were singing on 

the open, tree-less, plateau with Water Pipit and Skylark as their neighbours. There were 

many small groups of people out collecting herbs and we made a couple of stops to scan for 

birds. We saw Twite of the Caucasian race (sometimes called Asian Twite) which looks quite 

different to the ones we see in Scotland.  A Willow Warbler feeding at the roadside was 

presumably a migrant. We also saw a male Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush song-flighting and a 

singing Raddes Accentor. There were Steppe Buzzard and Long-legged Buzzard too. At one 

stop we scanned across to a lake and found Ruddy Shelduck, a few Armenian Gull, Black-

headed Bunting, Black-headed Wagtail and a Greenshank. We then started to drop down on 

the north side and had our first view of Lake Sevan. It was vast! 

We had lunch at a restaurant near Martuni where Swallows were collecting mud from a 

large puddle near the car-park. Then in the afternoon we drove down a track near Lichk 

before walking across to a large reed-fringed lake. There was a Dipper on a small stream and 

a singing Eastern Olivaceous Warbler. Red-backed Shrike were quite common, and a Rose-

coloured Starling was picked out amongst a flock of Starlings that were following a herd of 

cows. Several singing Caucasian Chiffchaff were found and a Green Woodpecker was heard 

only. Marsh Harrier were plentiful, while on the lake were Great Crested Grebe, a male 

Garganey, Pygmy Cormorant and Great Cormorant. Both male and female Golden Orioles 

were seen, and as we were walking back, a Woodlark perched in a small tree. 

Later in the afternoon we took a different track towards the shores of Lake Sevan. There 

were more Marsh Harrier, and over 30 White-winged Tern. Here we had our best views of 

Armenian Gull and walked to a viewpoint overlooking the colony. From here we could also 

view an island where Great Cormorant were nesting as well as more Armenian Gull. The 

biggest surprise though was seeing an adult Lesser White-fronted Goose, a rare bird here, 

surrounded by gulls. We also saw a flock of Yellow Wagtail which consisted of several males 

of the Grey-headed race and one male of the Blue-headed race. 

We then made our way towards Sevan where we would stay for one night. 

 

Monday 13 May  

It was an early (5 a.m) start today with a special target in mind; Caucasian Grouse (also 

known as Caucasian Black Grouse) in the Hankavan mountains. There had been rain in the 



night so the footpath into the hills was muddy and this was exacerbated by snowmelt run 

off. In places it was slow going, but at least the mountain was clear of cloud and visibility 

was good. After about 35 minutes we reached our first viewpoint and quickly found our first 

Caucasian Grouse. We needed scopes to view them but the extensive late snow this year 

meant that the birds had to venture out onto the white background making them easy to 

watch. Two long-tailed males were sparring and displaying and we eventually found 6 males 

and at least 1 female. Other birds in the area included singing Green Warbler and Caucasian 

Chiffchaff, as well as Wren, Dunnock, Long-tailed Tit, Lesser Whitethroat, Mistle Thrush and 

Jay. We returned to the bus for a picnic breakfast, it was now a beautiful sunny morning and 

the Caucasian Chiffchaff showed well. 

By late morning we had returned to our hotel near Sevan to have a coffee before loading 

our bags on to the bus. We then visited a nearby supermarket to stock up on supplies for a 

picnic lunch near Lake Sevan. On some smaller reed-fringed lakes we found hundreds of 

feeding White-winged Tern (over 300 at the first and over 400 at the second). They came 

very close giving superb views. We also saw Cattle Egret, Purple Heron and a Night Heron as 

well as some distant Shoveler. Three Glossy Ibis flew over and an adult Squacco Heron in full 

breeding plumage was a nice find amongst the reeds. Marsh Harrier were fairly common. 

We found a sheltered spot to have an excellent lunch (convincing the ranger who came to 

check on us that we wouldn't leave any rubbish behind). Then we walked out to the 

Armenian Gull colony as we had done the previous day. From the lookout we soon scoped 

the Lesser White-fronted Goose again but couldn't find anything new. 

It was now time to get on the road to Yerevan where we would be spending the last 2 nights 

of the trip. It was an uneventful journey and the city traffic was slow-moving. After getting 

checked in we drove to a restaurant in the city for dinner. 

 

Tuesday 14 May  

After breakfast we left the city of Yerevan behind and climbed the slopes of Mt Aragats. Our 

first couple of stops gave us some close views of Ortolan Bunting (one of them right by the 

bus window), along with Woodlark and Black-eared Wheatear. Then, we took a prolonged 

walk through low-lying, flat, Juniper and carpets of colourful flowers. The ground was wet in 

places due to snowmelt and at this altitude there were still some late snowbeds. Thousands 

of Painted Lady butterflies were migrating through, all going north with just a few pausing to 

feed on the flowers. Here we found our key target, several Raddes Accentor, as well as the 

luristanica race of Bluethroat (a beautiful singing male with a completely blue throat). This 

was a great place to potter around and we also saw (well named) Barred Warbler, Twite, 

Ring Ouzel and White-throated Robin. 

Further up the road we found another singing male Bluethroat and then our first Horned 

Lark of the trip. We continued driving as far as we could but this year there was more snow 

than usual and although the road itself was clear, the snow began to bank up on the sides 

(above head height) leaving nowhere for a bus of our size to turn round again. Before 

heading back down we scanned the snowfields for birds, finding more Horned Lark and 



Water Pipit. Skylark were numerous and Northern Wheatear were common too. Painted 

Ladies were still on the move, flying low over the snow. All morning we had been treated to 

impressive clear views of Greater Ararat and Little Ararat, and we appreciated this even 

more as we walked back down the road. 

After pausing to watch a Dipper on a stream we had lunch (including fish stew) seated at a 

table near Amberd Fort, with Red-billed Chough calling near-by and Black Redstart and 

Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush on the castle walls. A flock of 18 Bee-eaters flew high 

northwards, calling, and Painted Lady butterflies were still migrating through. Then in the 

afternoon we set off back down the mountain on our way to the Vedi Hills where we had 

some unfinished business from day one. It took a while to get round to the opposite side of 

Yerevan but it was worth it. 

Hot, arid, desert-like; it was a complete contrast to the morning on Mount Aragats. We 

watched a flock of at least 30 Rose-coloured Starling feeding in a field and then took a walk 

up the gorge once our bus had reached as far as it could on the dirt track. Both Isabelline 

and Finsch's Wheatears soon appeared, giving good views. There was Eastern Black-eared 

Wheatear too. Other birds included Rock Sparrow, Crested Lark, Tawny Pipit, Blue Rock 

Thrush and Woodchat Shrike. A flock of sheep came towards and past us, accompanied by 

the shepherd and several large, intimidating, dogs. Black-headed Bunting were singing, and 

a female Rock Bunting came in to drink at a tiny water hole. But we were in search of the 

much rarer Grey-necked Bunting; one was heard singing in the distance and a second 

singing bird was tracked down by Dave. It too, was distant, high up on a slope, but we were 

able to scope it and see the key features. 

Time was getting on. The walk back to the bus produced a family of fledged Eastern Rock 

Nuthatch, Greater Short-toed Lark, and another flock (at least 20 this time) of Rose-coloured 

Starling that flew over our heads, travelling at speed. Back on the bus we soon stopped 

again to look at some Bee-eaters lined up on the wires with a Roller alongside. Very nice 

indeed! A couple of Hoopoes were on one of the gates too. Then we made one last stop, 

this time for a Rufous Bush Robin (also known as Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin). This quality 

bird gave good views and was a great way to round off the trip. 

We reached Yerevan later than normal and after calling in at our hotel soon set off again 

through the thriving streets to a restaurant for our last meal, thanking Vasil for his excellent 

guiding and company on what had been an excellent trip. 

Wednesday 15 May  

Our morning of departure was an early start with coffee in the lobby and then away at 5.45 

with Vahram at the wheel. There was little traffic so it was an easy journey. We could clearly 

see snow-covered Mt Aragats where we had spent much of yesterday. We said our 

goodbyes to Vahram and checked in. Large numbers of Swifts were wheeling around the 

airport and through the big windows where the flight gates were situated we had incredible 

views looking across the runways to Ararat, surely one of best views from any airport 

anywhere in the world. Whilst taxi-ing out to the take-off runway it was possible to see a 

White Stork feeding on the cut grass at the side. 



Again our route took us via Paris (where the Eifel tower was visible from the air) before the 

last short leg back to Heathrow. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS: 

Steve: 

Bird:  Scops Owl 

Place:  Graviget Gorge/ Golden Eagle with snake 

Magic Moment:  Lunch with the Marsh Frogs 

 

Cath: 

Bird:  Squacco Heron 

Place:  Viewpoint looking out to Iranian mountains for the first time 

Magic Moment:  Pair of Montagu’s Harriers displaying 

 

Axel: 

Bird:  Lammergeier views 

Place:  Vedi Gorge 

Magic Moment:  Lots of birds at derelict farm 

 

Glynis: 

Bird:  Bee-eater 

Place:  Snowcock site 

Magic Moment:  Scops Owl on birthday 

 

Helen: 

Bird:  Red-backed Shrike 

Place:  Jermouk Gorge 

Magic Moment:  Ararat and its historical significance 

 



Alan: 

Bird:  Eastern Rock Nuthatch 

Place:  High alpine meadows at Snowcock site 

Magic Moment:  Jeep ride to Snowcock site 

 

Chris: 

Bird: White-winged Tern 

Place:  Aragats flower carpets 

Magic Moment:  Caucasian Grouse trek 

 

Paul B: 

Bird:  Bearded Tit 

Place:  Vedi Hills 

Magic Moment:  Jeep drive to Snowcock site 

 

Paul S: 

Bird:  Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush 

Place:  Selim Pass 

Magic Moment:  Lammergeier on ground 

 

John: 

Bird:  White-throated Robin 

Place:  Vedi Gorge 

Magic Moment:  Spotting Snowcock on the skyline 

 

Gordon: 

Bird:  Red-fronted Serin 

Place:  Vedi Hills 

Magic Moment:  Bear with cub 



 

Dave/Guide: 

Bird: Asian Crimson-winged Finch 

Place:  Iranian border 

Magic Moment:  Bear with cub 

 

If you enjoyed Dave’s trip, click here to find out the next holidays that Dave will be leading. 

 

To contact Heatherlea to discuss this, or any other Heatherlea holiday call us on 01479 

821248 or email info@heatherlea.co.uk 

To plan your next Heatherlea holiday click here to see our Holiday Planner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.heatherlea.co.uk/dave-pullan
mailto:info@heatherlea.co.uk
https://www.heatherlea.co.uk/holiday-selector


 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

  
 

 

 

ARMENIA 
Saturday 4 May – Wednesday 15 May 2019 

 
 

BIRD CHECKLIST 

 

 
 



  English name Genus Species 
04-

May 
05-

May 
06-

May 
07-

May 
08-

May 
09-

May 
10-

May 
11-

May 
12-

May 
13-

May 
14-

May 
15-

May 

1 Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea                  X  X     

2 Gadwall Anas strepera    X              X  X     

3 Common Teal Anas crecca    X                     

4 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos    X    X      X  X  X  X     

5 Garganey Anas querquedula                  X       

6 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata                    X     

7 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina    X                     

8 Common Pochard Aythya ferina    X                     

9 Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca    X                     

10 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula    X    X                 

11 Caucasian Grouse Tetrao mlokosiewiczi                    X     

12 Caspian Snowcock Tetraogallus caspius        X                 

13 Chukar Alectoris chukar      X  H    X    X  X       

14 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis    X              X  X     

15 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus    X              X  X     

16 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo    X              X  X     

17 Pygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmeus    X              X  X     

18 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax    X                X     

19 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides                    X     

20 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis                    X     

21 Little Egret Egretta garzetta    X              X  X     

22 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea    X              X  X     

23 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea    X              X  X     

24 White Stork Ciconia ciconia    X  X  X                X 

25 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus    X                X     

26 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus              X    X  X     

27 Black Kite Milvus migrans      X        X           

28 Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus      X  X      X  X  X       

29 Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus    X  X        X           

30 Eurasian Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus          X    X           

31 Eurasian Black Vulture Aegypius monachus    X                     

32 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus          X  X  X  X         
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33 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus    X    X        X  X       

34 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis                X         

35 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus                  X       

36 Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter brevipes            X             

37 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo        X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X   

38 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus        X      X  X  X    X   

39 Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina    X          X    X       

40 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos      X  X    X    X         

41 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus            X  X  X         

42 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni        X                 

43 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus    X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X    X   

44 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo                  X       

45 Peregrine Falco peregrinus          X               

46 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus    X        X        X     

47 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra    X              X  X     

48 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola    X                     

49 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius                    X     

50 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula    X                     

51 White-tailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus    X                     

52 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus    X                     

53 Sanderling Calidris alba                    X     

54 Little Stint Calidris minuta    X                X     

55 Ruff Philomachus pugnax    X                X     

56 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa    X                     

57 Common Redshank Tringa totanus                  X       

58 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia    X              X       

59 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola    X                     

60 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos    X              X       

61 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus    X                     

62 Armenian Gull Larus armenicus    X    X          X  X     

63 White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus    X    X          X  X     

64 Common Woodpigeon Columba palumbus      X  X  X      X    X     

65 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto    X      X  X  X  X         

66 Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis    X        X  X      X  X  H 

67 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus    X  X  X  H    H  X  X  X  X   

68 European Scops Owl Otus scops    H  H  H        X         

69 Common Swift Apus apus    X  X  X  X    X  X  X  X  X  X 
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70 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis    X                     

71 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus    X                     

72 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster    X  X  X  X  X  H  X  X    X   

73 European Roller Coracias garrulus    X        X  X  X      X   

74 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops    X  H  X  H    X  X  X  X  X   

75 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major              X    X       

76 Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos syriacus      X      X      X       

77 Crested Lark Galerida cristata    X  X                X   

78 Wood Lark Lullula arborea      H  X      X    X    X   

79 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis        X      H  X  X    X   

80 Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris                      X   

81 Sand Martin Riparia riparia    X              X  X     

82 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris      X  X    X  X  X  X    X   

83 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica    X    X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X   

84 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum    X  X    X        X    X   

85 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris    X                  X   

86 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis      X  X  H      X  X  X  X   

87 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta        X  X    X  X  X    X   

88 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava    X    X          X  X     

89 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea        X  X  X  X  X      X   

90 White Wagtail Motacilla alba    X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X   

91 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus    X    X        X  X  X  X   

92 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes          H    H      X     

93 Dunnock Prunella modularis              H      X     

94 Radde's Accentor Prunella ocularis                  X    X   

95 European Robin Erithacus rubecula                    H     

96 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos        H  H    X  H         

97 Bluethroat Luscinia svecica                      X   

98 White-throated Robin Irania gutturalis      X          X      X   

99 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros     X   X    X      X    X   

100 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus    X    X                 

101 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra    X    X      X  X  X  X  X   

102 Eastern Stonechat Saxicola maurus      X                   

103 Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina    X                  X   

104 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe                X  X  X  X   

105 Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica      X      X    X      X   

106 Finsch's Wheatear Oenanthe finschii    X                  X   
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107 Red-tailed Wheatear Oenanthe chrysopygia            X             

108 Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis        X        X  X    X   

109 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius    X  X    X  X    X      X   

110 Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus      H  X              X   

111 Common Blackbird Turdus merula    X  X  X  X    X  X  X  X  X   

112 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus        X            X     

113 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti    X  H  H  H      X  X  X  H   

114 European Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus    X                     

115 Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola    X                     

116 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus    X              H       

117 
Eastern Olivaceous 
Warbler Hippolais pallida                  X       

118 Upcher's Warbler Hippolais languida            X          X   

119 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla          X    X      X     

120 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin                X         

121 Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria                      X   

122 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca      X  H  X  X  X  X    X     

123 Eastern Orphean Warbler Sylvia crassirostris            X             

124 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis              X  X  X  X  X   

125 Ménétries’s Warbler Sylvia mystacea    X      X  X  X           

126 Green Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides          X    X      X     

127 Caucasian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus lorenzii        X          X  X     

128 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita          X    X           

129 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus    X    X        X  X  X     

130 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata      X      X    X  X       

131 Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva          X    H           

132 Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus    X                     

133 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus      X    X  X  H      X     

134 Sombre Tit Parus lugubris          X  X             

135 Coal Tit Parus ater          H          X     

136 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus          X    X  X  X  X     

137 Great Tit Parus major      X  X  X    X  X  X  X     

138 Eastern Rock Nuthatch Sitta tephronota    X  X      X    X      X   

139 Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer      X  H                 

140 Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus          H    X  H  X  X     

141 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio        X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X   

142 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator      X    X            X   

143 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius        X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X   
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144 Common Magpie Pica pica    X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X   

145 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax      X  X  H      X  X    X   

146 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula    X  X  X          X  X  X   

147 Rook Corvus frugilegus                  X       

148 Hooded Crow Corvus corone    X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X   

149 Common Raven Corvus corax    X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X   

150 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris    X  X  X  X      X  X  X  X   

151 Rosy Starling Sturnus roseus                X  X    X   

152 House Sparrow Passer domesticus    X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X   

153 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus    X      X  X  X  X  X    X   

154 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia      X            X    X   

155 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs          X    X    X       

156 Red-fronted Serin Serinus pusillus      X  X    X             

157 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris          H        X  X     

158 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis      X  X  X  X  X  X  X    X   

159 Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina    X  X  X  X  X    X  X  X  X   

160 Twite Carduelis flavirostris              X    X    X   

161 Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus      X  H      X  X  X  H     

162 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia      X  X    X    X  X    X   

163 Grey-necked Bunting Emberiza buchanani                      X   

164 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana                X  X    X   

165 Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala    X      X  X    X  X    X   

166 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra    X  X  X        X      X   

167 Green Sandpiper    X           

168 Common Stonechat         X      

169 Desert Finch        X                     

170 Icterine Warbler          X                   
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1 Bezoar Goat (Ibex)            X                 

2 Red Fox          X                   

3  Brown Bear            X                 

 


