
Typically the first source of financing for your small business, and 
a credible way to show potential investors your commitment.

One of the most common means of funding a startup that needs 
to spend money straight away (e.g. on product development).

Widely available. Check the terms on fees, repayment terms and 
interest rates, though most banks o�er pretty similar terms.

May be a good solution if you want funding that won’t dilute 
your control over your business – always check the terms.

Good way to secure cash but carries a much higher risk of you 
losing precious assets, like homes and cars, if you can’t repay.

Platforms like Funding Circle facilitate these kinds of 
funding opportunities, connecting lenders online with 
businesses looking for loans.

Enables you to raise the money quickly from a large number of 
people, in exchange for equity in your business. 

Enables you to raise the money quickly from a large number of 
people, in exchange for the products your business will create 
(so essentially pre-selling the products).

In return for an equity stake, these investors may invest 
between £5,000 and £50,000+.

These funds are put in place to help you to get finance when 
you’ve found it di�cult to get funding and support elsewhere.

If your business idea supports the energy and resources needed 
for a growing population, and if you meet other criteria, you 
could be awarded £5,000 to help with your project.

There are plenty of these if you know where to look. Some are 
more relevant to established businesses than startups. The 
government’s website provides a very helpful directory.

Not strictly a finance solution, but these vouchers are 
facilitated by Innovate UK and provide access to up to 
£5,000 of expert business support.

This is a popular route for more established business owners keen 
to get some cash quickly, unlocking funds tied up in outstanding 
invoices and improving cash flow.

This is similar to invoice trading in the way that you can unlock 
funds tied up in your invoices; but, instead of them being bought 
by online buyers, they are mainly managed by banks.

This is where a number of investors give money to someone 
else (known as a fund manager) to invest on their behalf.

If it meets the very exacting criteria for becoming a public 
limited company, the company may sell shares to the public 
on the stock market.

Allows profitable and small companies to claim back up 
to a maximum of half of their corporation tax bill, where 
they have developed and own a patentable product that 
is generating profits. 

These government-backed grants are there to help UK-based 
businesses and research organisations to assess markets, test 
concepts, and develop prototypes.
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