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Dachshunds descend on Revolution for a ‘pup up’ event
Pup Up Café, a company which 
tours the country arranging 
meet-ups for dog owners, held an 
event in Cambridge last Sunday 
(February 27).

Based in Exeter, the team 
arranges get-togethers for 
dachshund, pug and frenchie 
owners, with an event for 
cockapoos ‘coming soon’.

Dachshund owners met at the 
Revolution cocktail bar in the 
city centre and company 
co-founder, Marcus Ackford, 
revealed that around 160 
dachshunds attended.

“We go around the country and 
host specific pop-up dog events 
basically,” explained Marcus, 
“which is quite a mouthful – but 
they’re enjoyable.”

Hollywood royalty came to 
Cambridge at the weekend as Robert 
De Niro stopped by to speak to a 
packed Cambridge Union.

The union – the oldest debating 
society in the world – was rammed 
last Sunday afternoon (February 27), 
meaning that a number of  the 
students forming a lengthy queue 
down Bridge Street were going to be 
left disappointed.

Starting later than billed, Robert 
De Niro – star of  such classic films as 
Taxi Driver, The Godfather Part II, 
Raging Bull and Goodfellas – entered 
the hall to a rapturous reception, 
accompanied by current union 
president James Vitali.

James put a number of  questions 
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De Niro addresses the union
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There are so many 
wonderful actors 
around these days, 
because there’s so  
much more to do

Robert De Niro
Speaking at the Cambrdge Union

to the star, the first of  which was 
“What the hell are you doing here?!” 
to which he replied: “I wanted to get 
out of  the house”. 

One of  the other questions James 
asked was: “When you look at new 
people in the industry now, are there 
any actors you’re really excited about 
and what are the qualities that you 
think makes them impressive?” 

“There are so many wonderful 
actors around these days,” replied De 
Niro, “because there’s so much more 
to do.

“When I was younger, in my 20s, 
there were what you call independent 

films – not like today, everything on 
television it doesn’t matter, it’s just 
endless. All the opportunities for not 
only actors but everybody who works 
in that type of  entertainment.

“I mean I just saw Jessica Chastain 
in something and she was wonderful 
in it, I saw Cate Blanchett in a couple 
of  things – we all know how great she 
is... Leo DiCaprio is wonderful in the 

things he does, and there’s Christian 
Bale who’s an older generation – 
between mine and the next 
generation – and I’m forgetting so 
many wonderful actors. It’s endless. I 
couldn’t do what they do.” 

James countered: “I’m sure you 
could,” to much laughter.   

James opened up the floor to 
questions from the audience and 

there was certainly no shortage of  
people with their hands raised.

Reflecting on the event afterwards, 
James told the Cambridge 
Independent: “Bob’s visit to the union 
was a once in a lifetime event. We are 
immensely grateful for how generous 
he was with his time, and it was 
evident how loved he was by the 
membership.”

Marcus notes that he and his 
fiancée Jessica Pitts – dachshund 
owners themselves – have been 
staging these events for “around 
three and a half years now” – 
“obviously one and a half of 
those was Covid so we didn’t get 
too much done.”

He continued: “It was our first 
time in Cambridge. We always 
love visiting a city for the first 
time because we see 200 dogs 
that we’ve never seen before, and 
then the second time we come, a 
lot of them come back.

“It was really good fun, a 
really nice, friendly bunch. All 
of the sessions were quite quiet, 
which was unusual for the 
dachshund events.” 

Visit pupup.cafe. 

A woman from Landbeach has been 
fined for breeding and selling dogs 
without a licence – leading to a 
warning from South Cambridgeshire 
District Council that anyone caught 
doing this could face prosecution.

The warning follows an 
investigation by the council after a 
tip-off  from the police concerning a 
stable block they had raided. Police 
told the council they believed stolen 
dogs to be housed there. When council 
officers investigated, 14 dogs – 
dachshunds and Maltese terriers – 
were discovered.

The owner claimed the dogs were 
rescue animals. However, further 
investigations on pet sales websites 
revealed she had been breeding and 
selling dogs since 2015. She was fined 
£854 for breeding and selling dogs 
without a licence and ordered to pay 
an £85 victim surcharge and £1,000 
costs to the council.

Cllr Brian Milnes, lead cabinet 
member for environmental services 
and licensing, said: “Animal welfare 
is an important part of  the council’s 
duty to ensure all animals are treated 
humanely, responsibly, and with 
respect. We are determined to 
discover and prosecute law-breaking 
breeders. Our advice is that anyone 
going to purchase a puppy needs to 
be sure that they see the puppies and 
the mother together. 

“Purchasers should check for 
paperwork as evidence the puppies 
are at least eight weeks before they 
leave their mother, are microchipped, 
and have had their first vaccination.” 

To report any concerns, email  
env.health@scambs.gov.uk. 

Unlicensed 
dog seller 
receives fine

A further 1,000 homes as part of  the 
new town of  Northstowe have been 
approved, despite concerns over the 
risk of  potential flooding of  a 
neighbouring village, writes Hannah 
Brown, Local Democracy Reporter.

The outline application for the 
homes divided councillors at a 
meeting of  South Cambridgeshire 
District Council’s planning 
committee on Monday (February 28) 
with some arguing approval would be 
“reckless”.

The homes are due to be built as 
part of  the third phase of  the 
Northstowe development, which 
once completed will have around 
10,000 homes.

The 1,000 homes are planned to be 
built at the north of  the overall 
Northstowe site, and to the north of  
Longstanton.

Alongside the homes, the site is 
planned to include a primary school 
and a ‘mixed-use zone’ with shops 
and space for food and drink, 
community, leisure and employment.

At the vote, seven councillors voted 
in favour, two against, with one 
abstention. Further applications will 
set out more detailed plans.

1,000 homes 
are approved
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