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 T
he cadet forces are the 
main pathway in the UK for 
young people to take part in 
target rifl e shooting,” says 
Robert Bruce, the general 

secretary of the Council for Cadet Rifl e 
Shooting (CCRS). “Shooting can be an 
expensive sport but in the cadet world 
everything is provided through the 
MOD’s sponsorship, you just have to 
show commitment and motivation. If 
you want to grow your shooting skills 
and progress to a level where you could 
represent your country, cadets is the 
place to strive for that.”

The CCRS organises the sport of target 
rifl e shooting across all four cadet forces and 
Robert believes it’s an important development 
tool. “We do it to help the cadet forces in their 
overall aim of developing our young people 
into responsible citizens, to develop character 
and social responsibility,” Robert says. “We 

The CCF o� ers a safe environment for young people to take part in 
target rifl e shooting, helping them to develop a sense of responsibility
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use the sport to develop those skills that 
help them move into adulthood: confi dence, 
personal discipline, teamwork, valuing 
others – all those character skills.”

Cadet syllabus shooting – and 
identifying potential among cadets – is 
completed by units. CCRS then organises 
national fi nals and meetings in various 
disciplines. “Competing in these fi nals is what 
every cadet should initially aim to achieve,” 
says Robert.

The competition scene is quite a complex 
one; not all shooting is the same by any 
means, and there are contests for each type. 
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ON TARGET

CADET INTER-SERVICE SKILL 
AT ARMS MEETING 
(5.56mm cadet-issue L98A2 GP rifl e)
“This is held just up the road from Bisley 
at Pirbright Ranges, a national competition 
that cadets qualify for through local brigade 
qualifying competitions. We get just under 
300 cadets a year for that.”

“WE USE THE SPORT 
TO DEVELOP THOSE 
SKILLS THAT HELP 
CADETS MOVE INTO 
ADULTHOOD”

  FIND OUT MORE
Visit www.ccrs.org.uk/competitions 
to explore the world of shooting 
competitions or email Robert Bruce at 
GenSec@ccrs.org.uk 

Here, Robert explains the main ones, from 
entry-level shooting to advanced.

CLAY TARGET SHOOTING 
AND SPORTING EXCELLENCE
“Clay familiarisation courses are organised 
by units. CCRS then holds a national 
meeting annually. This was introduced in 
2007 and is very popular with cadets – 32 
teams took part in 2017.”

SMALL-BORE (.22) TARGET 
RIFLE SHOOTING
“Throughout autumn and winter we run a 
number of postal competitions: that means 
a unit can shoot a competition in their own 
time and send the results to us. Typically 
you’re talking about fi ring on 30m ranges, 
so these competitions can be run indoors 
in winter. The culmination is in March or 
April, when we have a series of fi nals over a 
weekend here at Bisley.”

Senior shooting 
squad captain 

Will Ross

“

‘Cadet Bisley’ is a month of 
competitions held every July and 
broken down into:

1 Inter-Service Cadet Rifl e 
Meeting (ISCRM) and CCF 

competition: “The ISCRM is 
for the community cadet forces 
and then there’s a separate 
CCF competition known as the 
Schools’ Meeting,” says Robert.

2 NRA Imperial: “The 
pinnacle of civilian target rifl e 

shooting. It’s held by the National 
Rifl e Association and attracts 
competitors from all over the 
world. The CCRS sponsors up to 
30 cadets to compete alongside 
very accomplished shooters.”

3 Cadet Imperial: “This is 
run in parallel with NRA 

Imperial. The cadets shoot about 
60% of what the NRA Imperial 
competitors shoot. The aim is 
to give promising cadets some 
experience. Ideally, they would do 
this and then we would sponsor 
them to do the NRA Imperial.”

FULL-BORE (7.62MM) 
TARGET RIFLE 
SHOOTING

CADET BISLEY

Students learning to shoot 
at Sedbergh School

The CCF shooting team at 
Sedbergh School won its fi rst 
major schools competition in 

1914. “It’s been going ever since with a 
steady stream of people representing 
their country in competitions since 
1962,” says Sam Sharma, its current 
shooting coach.

Shooting at Sedbergh is offered through 
the CCF, which is voluntary from Year 10 
upwards, with three sService sections.

“We think shooting is a valuable part of 
the education we provide,” Sam says. “It’s 
a fantastic sport and very accessible. I like 
to think the lessons students learn on the 
shooting range complement what they 
learn in the classroom.”

The senior shooting squad has between 15 
and 20 members, with a novice core of about 
25 younger cadets. “Many go on to represent 
UK teams,” Sam says. “We’ve got a lot of 
promising young people.” 

One of those is Cdt Sgt Will Ross, 17, 
captain of the Sedbergh senior shooting 
squad. “I fi rst picked up a rifl e in year 9,” Will 
says. “I didn’t exactly have a knack for it and 
when I started a lot of people were better than 
me. But I have quite a competitive nature, 
and I made quick progress. Winning a few 
things drove me too.”

Last year Will shot for the UK Cadet Rifl e 
Team, the Under-17 Great Britain Team and 
the British Cadet Rifl e Team, with whom he 
went to Canada for a month to compete. “In 
the fi rst week I was in the top 30 in the cadet 
competition. Then I did better in the civilian 
competition – I was top cadet there. It was 
my fi rst time going to that side of the world so 
it was a bit of a culture shock but it was great 
to meet different people and to shoot with 
different rules and in different conditions.”

He expresses regret that he’s approaching 
the end of his cadet service but says he’s 
hoping to go to a university where he can 
continue to shoot. “It’s a great community 
and it attracts people with all different 
backgrounds. We’re quite quirky, a bit 
different – they’re a unique bunch, shooters.”


