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After surviving the Cornwall and Devon hills (on day three we
discovered what the Sudocreme was for!), we enjoyed stunning
views of Dartmoor, travelled through Somerset, the Forest of
Dean, the beautiful Wye Valley and on to Much Wenlock and
then Bakewell. We’d planned to get to Wakefield at just under
our half-way mark to visit work, convert the tandem to a quad
and collect our boys from school for a short trip round

Wakefield. The following day we again cycled the quad and we
were joined by a posse of friends and family who cycled with
us from Shipley to Gargrave along the canal tow path. We then
had to say our goodbyes to our two boys once again and head
up to Dent.

We saw Yorkshire at its best as we cycled on towards the Scottish
Borders. Apart from strong headwinds we were extremely lucky

LANDS END TO 
JOHN O’GROATS 
BY TANDEM!
Earlier this year, my husband Tim and I started our journey on a tandem bike from Lands End in order to
raise money for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. We aimed to get to John O’Groats in 16 days cycling an average of
65 miles a day. We had been training for 18 months and felt relatively fit. Our ‘behinds’ on the other hand
were in for a shock!
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with the weather, enjoying the scenery on our way to Peebles.
Having got to Dunfermline we made a crazy detour by train back
to Wakefield to see our elder son’s school play. The following
morning we were up at 5.00am to get the train back to
Dunfermline. Thankfully the bikes were still at the station.

From here we travelled on to pretty Pitlochry and headed up
Drumochter summit: the views were spectacular, the weather
superb and the cycling car free. Another detour to Loch Ness
was worth every extra mile. Having just about survived the
Cromarty Firth causeway, we arrived at the very remote village
of Betty Hill, our last day but one before arriving at John
O’Groats. 1076 miles in 16 days and one puncture. It was
raining when we arrived. Well it had to rain once in Scotland!

We had an amazing time and have so many memories, good
and bad! Even better we managed to raise our target of £5000!

Sarah Hobbs (nee Howson)

News of Rodney’s ill health was met with
dismay, this would have been his 56th
reunion as Secretary, and the first he had
missed in more than 60 years. We asked
Avril to give him our best wishes and
hopes for a speedy recovery.

Chairman for the evening, Peter
Heyes, opened the proceedings by
welcoming everyone and then asked
Hugh Knowles to say Grace.

An excellent meal followed:-
Cream of Tomato Soup

Roast Leg of Lamb
Apple and Sultana Crème Brulee

Coffee & Chocolates

After proposing the usual ‘Loyal Toast’
to the Duke of Lancaster, Peter
reminisced about his life at the Grove,
especially the influence of certain
members of Staff. He was delighted to
hear that John Bairstow, John Hyde,
David McCarthy and Joe Shepherd were
still attending the occasional reunion.

The ‘Toast’ to the School and OGA
was proposed by Stuart Nesbit. After
thanking the secretaries for organising
the evening, Stuart also acknowledged his
debt to the Grove, remembering his first
sight of the ‘putting green’ at Brontë
House, and that this therefore was the
school for him! He was delighted to
report a successful season for the Old
Grovian RU XV now playing in
Yorkshire Division 4.

Kath Dawson replied on behalf of the
Headmaster. She gave a glowing account
of life at the School, including:
academically (100% GCSE A*-C),
theatrically (Oliver) and sporting

(including an unbeaten U14 RU XV, a
European swimming champion and a
U19 West Indian cricketer). Commenting
on the Bi-Centenary in 2012, Kath gave
us an idea of what was planned,
celebrations and buildings.

The formal meeting was brought to a
swift conclusion: with Rodney and
Malcolm re-elected as Area Secretaries;
the date for next year Friday, 25 March
2011; as all those present save one, had
been Reunion Chairman, yours truly was
unanimously elected.

A very enjoyable evening.
Old Grovians present were: Ian

Schofield (44-54), Michael Clipson (45-
52), Malcolm Smith (45-53), Hugh
Knowles (49-54), James Lonsdale (49-59),
Trevor Smith (50-58), David Butterworth
(52-60), Peter Heyes (55-61), Robert Udy
(63-70), Stuart Nesbit (82-93), Kath
Dawson (st82-99), Jonathan Butterworth
(87-92), Heather Garner (st99- ).

Hugh Knowles

80th MANCHESTER
REUNION & DINNER
Renaissance Hotel April 2010
Our youthful and sartorially elegant (Colours blazer) Old Grovian Chairman, Stuart Nesbit, continued his
round of reunions by charming the diehards, ‘Lancastrians’ and fellow travellers, present.

Peter Heyes,Chairman for the evening



OLD GROVIANS
WIN BACK THE
GOLF CUP
Picture the scene, the 27 June, England play Germany in the second
round of the World Cup, a baking a hot day perfect to watch the
football. That is all except 20 people who chose to play in the annual
Old Grovians’ golf match versus the School. Needless to say these 20
had a much better afternoon than those watching England – again
flattering to deceive! 
Back to the golf, the Old Grovians had a score to settle after the School had deservedly
and quite emphatically managed to win the year before. Armed with PGA
professional Dave Harder and a varied assortment of handicaps (none of which were
questioned!) the team set about building an early lead in the first couple of matches –
it would seem that the captain’s orders for an early night were well followed.

Some excellent golf was played on both sides and as this captain approached the
last green he believed that the match score was 2-2; therefore all square with his
opponents. It was all down to the final shots – what a game!! Step forward Stuart
Nesbit, never one to back down or shrink from the pressure or the expectation of the
watching gallery. He duly managed to three-putt from 12 ft and missed the chance to
win back the cup. So inconsolable was he, that he went straight to the 19th for some
light refreshment, only to be told that the game had already been sorted out and the
OGs were in fact 3-1 up at the time and therefore the final result was 3.5 – 1.5. 

After the game both teams sat down to some fantastic food outside in the
glorious weather, where a miscount on the numbers allowed for extra food and
drink to be consumed.  

All in all a great day. It was a real pleasure to play with the boys from School. Their
conduct and manners on the course and after the game were a credit to themselves
and the School. Thanks must go the Phil Moffat for organising the WGS side.  

As we head all too fast into the winter months thoughts will soon start on the defence
for next year’s game and anybody wishing to play please contact me:
stuartnesbit@postoffice.co.uk I will see if you are worthy to follow this band of 10:
Tom Robinson, Martin Haywood, Richard Graves, Dave Harder, Oli Szymanski, Oli
Wolfenden, Kris Britland, Nick Smith, John Hinchcliffe and Stuart Nesbit.

Stuart Nesbit

N.B. The 2nd Annual Old Grovians’ Golf Day (the first having been held at Otley
Golf Club in early September) has been set for Friday 2 September 2011. So keep the
date free!
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IN BRIAN
CLOSE’S
FOOTSTEPS!
Ajmal Shahzad (02-04) made an
impressive test debut taking four
wickets in England’s Innings
victory over Bangladesh at Old
Trafford in June and emulated
Brian Close’s achievement in
1949 of winning his England Test
cap before receiving his Yorkshire
1st Xl County Cap.
Also this season he has played a further
three One-Day Internationals for
England (two against Bangladesh and
one against Scotland). Unfortunately due
to an ankle injury he lost out on the
chance to play in any of the One-Day
Internationals against Australia.

Ian Frost, Head of Cricket at the
Grove commented: “From the start it
was easy to see that Ajmal could bowl
fast and I will always remember the day
he nearly sent a ball through the
Headmaster’s window. The Head’s office
is only just in reach of the really big
hitters. Ajmal just kept firing them in.”

On the Final Green
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GROVIANS’ DAY
JULY 2010 

Ted Palm receives the Tennis Trophy Nick Wood receives the Clay Shooting
Salver

Anthony Cadman accepts the Cricket
Trophy

OGA Chairman, Stuart Nesbit,
receiving the Golf Trophy



There are two different impressions to be had: in the Gallery
mid-afternoon, the sight of a few distinctly mature OGs happily
reminiscing, whilst later on, as the barbecue gets going and the
bar bursts at the seams, the view of a lively crowd of youngsters
– the players, their supporters, and also a handful of the
youngest members, the current year leavers. The latter aspect is
always good to see, and as long as the two sports events continue
to be held, there is a likelihood of it being a regularity – but we
need to apply ourselves to the future of the other aspect
mentioned above: within a decade or so, the stalwarts who turn
up faithfully year after year will have gone!

The Autumn Reunion on Remembrance Day has focus, purpose
and style; the Summer Reunion, just in its title, suggests some
parity, but it is already little more than a sports get-together –
successful and enjoyable without doubt, but should it be more?

Foster Watson

THE CRICKET
The inaugural Twenty/20 cricket competition proved to be a
great success. In the late morning a Young Old Grovian side
took on slightly more mature Old Grovian team. Was it that few
extra years of experience which enabled the latter to triumph
over possibly a sprightlier younger eleven or was it a case of a
‘Sunday morning hangover!’

What ever the reason, it was the old Old Grovians who went
on to play and defeat the School Xl in the afternoon.
Match results:
Young Old Grovians 165 - 5 Old Old Grovians 169 - 2
Old Old Grovians 195 - 5 Woodhouse Grove 145 all out.

THE TENNIS
Whilst the weather looked threatening from the early part of the
day, fortune favoured the Tennis and Cricket participants, and
uninterrupted play was enjoyed by all.

The Old Boys’ Tennis VI: yes, ‘boys’ – I am still hopeful that
we can get some ‘old girls’ to volunteer their skills sometime
soon, commenced play in tricky windy conditions.

It took the first rubber for all concerned to get used to the

swirling gusty conditions, but thereafter followed skilful and
entertaining competition by players from both sides.

The final result of 10 rubbers to 2 in favour of the Old Boys
would make it appear an easy victory. This however was a far cry
from actual events during the match. In a number of rubbers the
School players pushed hard and only just lost out on the tie-breaks.

The power play generated by young school players was often
quite awesome, and in particular mention must be made of the
third pair Natasha Cottingham and Isabella Van Green – they
certainly could give the ball a hard and well-placed clout.

The Old Boys’ team lined up as follows: Joe Gowan and
Ashley Weir; Nick Hewitt and Tom Loughton; Robert Jackson
and Stuart Palm (a last minute ‘ringer’!).

A most enjoyable and competitive day for all concerned.
Many thanks to the Headmaster and School for the usual
hospitality extended.

Ted Palm

The main business of the day ended with the presentation of the
trophies by Headmaster, David Humphreys. After slightly
disappointing performances in July 2009 when the only OG
victory occurred in the Tennis Match, this year saw a clean
sweep, restoring some OG pride and balance.

The Summer Reunion, in its present form has
become rather a periphery of the day’s cricket and
tennis. It is very much an informal gathering where
older OGs come and go during the afternoon,
chatting away in the Hastings-Long Gallery and
pleased to be able to have a drink at the bar, as well
as indulging in the excellent tea-spread laid out there
for the sportsmen who have hitherto been active
elsewhere. The two sports, the cricket particularly,
attract a good many spectators if the weather is fair,
and so it was this year, despite a strong breeze.
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Keith Jones with Ashley Weir
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DINNER 2010
Once again the Hastings-Long Gallery was abuzz with conversation and laughter as OG rugby players (past
and present) together with partners, friends and supporters sat down for an excellent meal followed by the
presentation of the club awards, fund-raising and music. It proved to be a fitting climax to the team’s first
season in Yorkshire Division 4.

Rugby Club chairman, Tony Bramwell, is wondering where
those players who were part of the team in the 1960s are today.
He, together with the current players would welcome any
encouragement from these Old Grovians and indeed anyone

who is willing to come along and provide vocal support from the
touchline.

We wish them every success during the coming season as the
club goes from strength to strength.

Ben Brown (left) Player of the Year, with Matt Kelly Nick Saunders Clubman of the Year with John Hinchliffe
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To accommodate a Twenty/20 competition on Old
Grovian Sunday, the annual OGA v School fixture was
played in sunny weather on the preceding Friday. Some
excellent cricket was enjoyed by players and spectators
alike in an all-day 50 overs-a-side game.

Batting first the School made a very competitive 259-8,
the main contributors being Oliver Hardaker with a fine 63
off 92 balls ably supported by Lahiru Dissanyaka who made
57 off the 71 deliveries he faced. Tim Dalton was the best of
the Old Grovian bowling attack with figures of 3-37.

Openers Adam Peel (38) and Charles Davy (56) got the
Old Grovian reply off to a flying start with a partnership of
95 at the rate of 5 runs an over. Then followed a blistering
innings of 89 by Daniel Allan underlining the strength of
the batting and ensuring a victory by 6 wickets with a score
of 263-4 and 7 overs to spare.

OLD GROVIANS
TRIUMPH IN RUN FEST

Back Row: Jake McCelland: Gareth Phillips: Tim Dalton: Richard Graves: 
Charles Davy: Stuart Nesbit

Front Row: Daniel Allan: Zac Wheatley: Anthony Cadman: Adam Peel: Ben Brown.

Both teams got off to a good start with
the School pulling out all the stops.
However, the inclusion of Mikey Joyce,
an ex-England Junior Shot, in the OG
team provided more difficult opposition
this year resulting in an Old Grovian win
of 150 clays to 120.

The teams were as follows:
WGS: Oliver Wood (Captain), Thomas

Mountain, Harry Dunhill (Top Gun for

the second year running), Joe Giles,
James Penny.

OGs: Nick Wood (Captain), James
Starkey, David Penny, Mikey Joyce (Top
Gun), Craig Stanley.

The evening concluded at the Chevin Inn
where we all enjoyed a celebration drink
and meal.

It has been very pleasing to be part of

both shooting matches and to see how
the School team has progressed since its
inception two years ago. I would like to
thank Oliver Wood for his efforts and
determination in driving this new school
sport forward. I hope that Clay Shooting
will gather momentum within the OGA
and thank everyone for the parts they
have played so far.

Nick Wood

On Friday, 2 July the second Old Grovian v School Clay Shooting match was held again at Yorkgate Gun Club
by the kind arrangement of Bob Agar.

OLD GROVIANS OUT-
SHOOT THE SCHOOL



PRE-1950
Derek Peet (37-43) is now 84 years young and preaching and
celebrating Holy Communion in various churches. He still
enjoys writing, walking, singing and car driving.

Roy Watson (42-49) attended Camberwell School of Art,
becoming a self-employed artist in Graphic and Theatre Design.
From 1952 to 1955 he served with the Royal Engineers in
Germany, Korea and Japan.

1950 - 1959
David Barrow (54-59) says his responsibility at school was to
make Mr Bolt’s tea! Now a retired Bank Manager he lives in
Whitley Bay. He played rugby for Westoe with Eric Lazenby
and was a Rugby Union referee with the Northumberland
Society for 20 years and then coached refereeing until last year.

Tony Bramwell (52-59) appeared as a wedding guest in ITV’s
last instalment of “Frost”.

Arnold Dearing (52-57) has become a father again at the
somewhat mature age of 68 when his wife presented him with
another daughter! He reckons there is life amongst the Saga
generation and Yeadon lads are a tough lot. His stay in Qatar is
coming to an end as the Supreme Council for Ministers has
announced that all over-60s working in Qatar have to leave (in
an orderly fashion!). As yet he has no idea where he and his
family will live in the UK but is sure he will appear at some Old
Grovian event before too long.

Ian Kirkbride (51-57) has retired after 26 years in Textile
management and 23 years as a Sub-postmaster.

Thomas Rigby (48-50) is married with three children and has
worked in the motor trade.

1960 - 1969
Paul Anthony Adams (54-63) had a part in the 150th Anniversary
Pageant. As a scenic artist he worked for both Thames Television
and BBC TV before turning Freelance. Living in East Grinstead he
still enjoys fly-fishing, singing and gardening. He keeps in touch
with his old school friend Ashley Crawford.

John Barnett (53-63) trained at Charing Cross Hospital, Bradford
Royal Infirmary, St Lukes Hospital before becoming a GP. He still
sings and plays guitar with the Sheringham Shantymen.

Arthur Bottomley (55-61) in spite of needing two walking sticks
to get around still enjoys gardening and travelling. He has now
retired from his occupation as a Chief Inspector of engineering
works in Keighley.

Gerald Stranraer-Mull (51-60) is now the Very Reverend Dean
Emeritus of Aberdeen and Orkney.

1970 - 1979
Sir Nick Houghton (66-73) was a guest at a State Banquet given
by President Zuma of South Africa.

Alistair Jacques (71-79) is an officer with the largest deliverer of
health insurance and health care in the United States. He would
be pleased to hear from anybody wishing to contact him at
alistair_d_jacques@uhc.com

1980 - 1989
Stewart Disu (85-87) is based in London as Senior Specialist
Registrar at St. Mary’s Hospital, Paddington. He would like to
make contact with Christopher Redfern and James Patrick King.

Tony Greig (80-88) works for an Energy Savings Trust and is
engaged to Emma.

Robert Halstead (74-84) is a consultant at BRI.

1990 - 1999
Kate Ambler (90-99) is in rehearsal for a Northern Broadsides
Production of George Orwell’s ‘1984’.

Sam Cadman (nee Wright 89 -96) and Anthony Cadman 
(87-94) have a new addition to their family, with the birth of
Sebastian, a brother for Lexy.

Janine Cerra (nee Allen 86-92) lives in New Jersey with her
husband, Alan and four children. She works as an Attorney in
her own Law firm and enjoys charity work, horse riding and
kick boxing.

Anna Cooper (nee Greig 89-96) is married to Tony and has a
son William. She is training to be a GP in Thurcroft, Rotherham.

Jolyon Dobbs (82-91) is engaged to be married.

Michael Hannan (88-95) lives with his partner and is a self-
employed Podiatrist owning a private practice in Dublin. His
hobbies include music, sport, reading and water sports.

David Littlefair (59-67) is now
permanently living in Stoke
Gabriel (South Devon) where he
and his wife Helen opened a
successful, luxurious bed and
breakfast establishment earlier
this year. It will come as no
surprise to those who have
experienced the Littlefair
hospitality and attention to detail,
to learn that their business has
already been awarded a five-star
rating by the Tourist Board.

Sarah Hobbs (nee Howson 85-89) works with her husband
Tim and father-in-Law in the family business, Office
Electrics Ltd. She has two children Ben 8 and Toby 3.
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David, Helen, Rebecca Littlefair 
and Ben

Sarah, Toby, Ben and Tim on the ‘quad’ during their Lands End – John
O’Groats venture



Rachel Jones (nee Bailey 93-97) was the first girl to play cricket
for Brontë House 1st Xl. She married Dominic in May last year
at the United Reform Church in Bingley. With a background in
Finance, she is a Portfolio Relationship Manager.

Sara Kirk (nee Hayward 88-95) has recently moved to
Coventry where her husband Alastair is now Chaplain to
Warwick University. She is a busy mum to her two sons Barnaby
and Benjamin.

Dominic Leclerc (87-97) is the director of Granada’s
‘Coronation Street’.

2000 -
Matthew Allen (94-04) is a qualified Physio with his own clinic
in four towns in the Halifax area. Not bad for a lad who had ME
and had to be lifted up the stairs to the Unit.

Charlotte Atkinson (98-05) completed her Business Degree in
2008 and now works in recruitment leading to the job title of
Office Manager. Her main interest is in horses.

Kyle Barghout (95-04) has just finished a Masters in Theology
and lives locally with his sister.

Catherine Barnes (nee Hardcastle 91-00) is Assistant Head
Teacher at a primary school in Armley, Leeds.

Oliver Bell (92-02) after spending a few months working for
Yorkshire Radio is now employed by B Sky B Ltd as Assistant
Producer in the Football Department.

Jo Craven (02-05) was a member of the Yorkshire Ladies’ Tennis
team which took part in the County Championships this year.

Charles Davy (01-08) was a member of the Burley-in
Wharfedale cricket team which won the Airedale and Wharfedale
Cricket League’s Waddilove Cup Final in August this year.

Helen Duce (97-04) works in electronics publishing.

Rachel Garner (88-00) and Andy announced their engagement
in August.

Jonathan Greaves (93-06) has graduated from King’s College,
London with a 2:1 degree in Hispanic Studies.

Geoffrey Halstead (96-03) lives in Bristol where he works for
Air Bus UK Ltd as a Stress Engineer.

Jessica Haslam (96-06) has graduated from Durham University.

Liam Hudson (04-08) has been given a Scholarship to attend
Thomas College, Waterville, Maine, USA where he will be an
active team player for Thomas Terriers soccer team. Since leaving
the Grove he has worked hard on a Sports Course to achieve this.

Laura Hughes (96-07) is returning to do a Masters Degree after
graduating with a First in English and Theatre.

Emma Humphreys (95-06) after obtaining a 2:1 in Law and
Criminology is returning to do a LPC qualification at
Manchester School of Law.

Rebecca Littlefair (98-05) is the Marketing Officer for Stover
School in Devon.

Tom Loughton (00-05) graduated from Hull University with a
Degree in Business Management. As a full-time Tennis Coach he
is travelling with some of the best juniors in the country to
sunny climes. In 2009 he represented Yorkshire Men’s Tennis
team twice and captained Hull’s Men’s Tennis team to the
National Finals.

Emily Parr (03-07) and Peter Reed (00-07) are engaged to each
other.

Karen Reynolds (93-01) now lives in Motherwell.

Philippa Wade (99-04) gained a BA with 1st Class Honours
from Derby University in 2009.

Josh Wheatley (95-07) has graduated from Leeds Metropolitan
University with a 2:1 degree.

Harry Whitwell (00-07) is following his achievement of a 2:1
Degree in Biology by studying for a Masters.

Chris Mawson (95-04)
has graduated from Leeds
University with a
MBChB Degree and is
working as a doctor for
the Mid Yorkshire
Hospitals Trust. During
his time at University he
took a year break to
complete a BA Hons
Degree in Biomedical
Ethics and spent several
months living and
working in New Zealand.

Jonny Lee (03-08) has
successfully achieved a
Private Pilot’s Licence
at the age of 17. He had
his first lesson on his
16th birthday and
completed his first solo
flight in the same year.
He is now training as a
Commercial Pilot.

SUCCESSES AT OXBRIDGE
Recent Oxbridge Graduands have set a high record with first
class honours for:
Rosie Eccleston in Biology
Janet Lou in Economics
Phil Robinson in Mathematics
Amy Wilson in Political Sciences

Lisa Bellhouse (94-01)
is engaged to be
married to Chris.
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Reverend George Martin (94-00) and his wife Myra are now
in their fifth year of retirement and living in Edinburgh.



We regret to record the following deaths. Where there is
only a name the Editor is sorry she has no details to record.Obituaries
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Mr John F D Hagen
John Hagen was Head of English from 1964 to 1967. During his
relatively brief time at the Grove he had a profound influence upon
the School’s drama, notably with a memorable production of
Hamlet in which he himself appeared as Polonius. He also enjoyed
the unique distinction of producing, at least for the boarders, a
performance of A Man Dies on an Easter Sunday evening in the old
Memorial Hall: (the Spring Term ending on Easter Tuesday!).

Cricket was another of John’s passions. He was a more than
competent opening bat, bowled at a testing medium pace and
further showed his skill and qualities of leadership – not least
of which were patience and long-suffering – as captain of the
Staff team.

It may have been these ‘pressures’ (to use the modern jargon
which John resolutely detested) that provoked his departure to
Frensham Heights, then to Headmaster of Bentham Grammar
School, before retiring to Wellington in easy reach of his
favourite county ground at Taunton. He became a respected
figure in the cultural life of Somerset through his dramatic
readings from the works of Charles Dickens and others.

A man of the utmost integrity and dedication, he viewed the
progressive debasement of the English language with intense
distaste as he did with the spread of Twenty/20 cricket. His high
standards of uprightness and faithfulness which typified his life
and his career and the humility with which he pursued them are
perpetual examples to his many friends and former pupils.

John died at his home in Wellington on the 17 July. To his
son Mark and grandsons Jamie and Christopher we offer our
deep sympathies.

David McCarthy

Roger Michael Briggs (31-37) died in June at the age of 90 after
a stroke and a short spell in Scarborough Hospital. He followed
his brothers Paul and Philip to the Grove and was still in touch
with some of his contemporaries until his death. From school he
joined the Green Howards and served in France, North Africa,
Sicily, Italy and Germany where he was wounded at the very end
of the war. He then went on to serve in Palestine and rose to the
rank of Captain. After leaving the Army he worked in the
building trade. In 1962 along with his wife, Noreen, he moved to
Bridlington where he ran the Monarch Hotel for his father.
Notified by his son and OG Peter Briggs.

Gordon William Cull (48-58) spent his last 20 years in a
Cheshire Home where he died suddenly on 23 June. After
following a course at Sheffield University he worked as a
Researcher and then as Chief Metallurgist at GKN Lichfield and
in 1974 became Assistant Managing Director of Metallurgical
Laboratories, Birmingham. In spite of being diagnosed with
Multiple Sclerosis he raised thousands of pounds for charity,
including an ascent in a hot air balloon whilst in a wheelchair. In
1965 he donated the Cull Music Prize which is presented at
School Prize Day. Notified by staff at the Cheshire Home,
Netherseal, Derbyshire.

Graham Ashworth Fielding (54-63) was diagnosed with
Mesothelioma (asbestos cancer) in June last year and sadly died
on the 25 January 2010 aged 65. Notified by his wife Janet.

Christopher James Hall (71-78) died in May. He was a property
developer in Ilkley. Notified by his friend David Samson.

Donald Pearson (38-42) served in the REME in World War II.
He trained as a motor mechanic and lived in Spenborough. He
died on the 13 April 2009. Notified by his nephew.

Malcolm David Walker (43-49) died earlier this year in
Hampshire aged 76. After school he joined the family business,
Dalescraft Furniture in Pudsey, where his talents as a designer
and engineer were well suited. Under his leadership the firm
was awarded large Government and MOD contracts for office
furniture as well as the intricate fitting out of the County
Courts in Leeds and Imax Cinema in Bradford. In 1988 he
moved to Poole with his wife Sheila where they shared the
lifelong interest of sailing boats. As a vigorous member of
Southampton East Rotary Club he piloted many charity
money-raising schemes. In his typical organised fashion he left
full instructions for his funeral stating that “in Yorkshire the
measure of a right good funeral is scored by the quality of the
hymn singing and the quality and quantity of the ham tea
afterwards.” A whole Yorkshire ham from Kirby Malzeard was
delivered for the funeral tea. Donations at his funeral raised
money for disadvantaged young people – a cause he was
especially passionate about. Taken from his obituary in the
Yorkshire Post.

CALLING ALL OLD GROVIANS IN 
AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND AND NIGERIA
After the success of the last two South
Pacific Reunions in Auckland and
Sydney, Gordon Fox, with the help of
Ted Bell, is trying to arrange another
gathering some time in the next twelve
months for OGs living in or visiting
New Zealand and Australia. They
would be delighted to hear from people

who are interested in a third get together
along with thoughts of suitable locations
and dates. A tentative suggestion so far is
Taupo in Central North Island, NZ.

Both Gordon and Ted can be contacted
by e-mail: gordon.fox@xtra.co.nz –
tedrob70@bigpond.net.au

Akinwale Ogunkua and Tunde
Kasunmu are keen to establish an OGA
branch in Nigeria. They are trying to get
in touch with all Old Grovians living in
Nigeria for a Reunion and hopefully to
arrange for a group to come over for the
Bicentenary Celebrations in 2012.
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Bamyan Province is most famous for the
5th Century Buddha’s statues which
were destroyed by the Taliban in 2000. It
also contains many other historical sites
dating back to Alexander the Great and
Genghis Khan. The predominant ethnic
group in this part of Afghanistan is the
Hazara who are Shia Muslims, the
minority in the country and descendants
from Genghis Khan.

Due to the combination of a
mountainous environment, harsh winters
and the fact that Hazaras have
traditionally been disadvantaged, the area
is under-developed. Until recently it had
the highest infant mortality rate in the
world of 1 in 5. 2 in 5 children die before
they are 5 and 50% are malnourished.

On the positive ledger Bamyan is the
most secure province in Afghanistan.
This has allowed the New Zealand forces
to develop an effective Afghan Police
Force. However, Bamyan remains under-
developed with no electricity, sewage,
clean water and very little asphalt road.
During Colonel Dransfield’s tour the

focus was on identifying and putting in
place development projects. In his time
there 300km of road works commenced.
Two new hospital wings and three new
health clinics were opened.

Colonel Dransfield says that the time
spent in Afghanistan was the most
professionally rewarding period of his
career.

“Despite a lot of negative press about
Afghanistan, we are making a difference to
many people’s lives. 110,000 children are
now going to school in Bamyan of whom
42% are girls – a vast improvement from
the Taliban period when girls were not
allowed to go to school. Whilst there is a
small pocket of insurgents in the north
east, I spent many hours talking with
senior leaders, including religious leaders
and ex-Mujahedeen, many of whom were
ex-Taliban and I felt that many now realise
that the time for killing has to be replaced
with a period of building. As one senior
Mullah said to me – the international
support is like the snow on the mountains
– it is rapidly melting.”

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE
IN AFGHANISTAN
Colonel Martin Dransfield recently returned from a six-month tour of
Afghanistan where he commanded the New Zealand forces in Bamyan
Province. In June he visited the Grove and was pleased to meet up with
OGs Roger Howard and John Cockshott.

OLD
GROVIAN
MUSICIANS
CONTINUE
TO FLOURISH
As an accompanist, David McCarthy has
recently had the pleasure of refreshing
his association with two of his former
pupils. In April he accompanied Donald
Stephenson (57-63) in song recitals in
Horsforth and King’s Sutton (Banbury)
and in July was the pianist in a
programme featuring Joanne Sexton (nee
Dexter 82-84), together with her mother,
husband and father-in-law. Brother Mark
(72-81), as compere, directed the
proceedings with his customary good
humour, revealing in ‘the final chorus’
his own vocal flair. Both Donald and
Joanne have achieved a wide reputation
by their performances in oratorio and
opera in the UK and abroad. Joanne is at
present with Opera North and teaches
singing at the Grove.

Helen Gregory (nee Shorey 90-97) this
year has performed the role of Carmen
with Northstar Opera and City of
Manchester Opera Company. Her busy
schedule includes many recital and
concert performances, as well as singing
regularly at Super League rugby matches
in front of crowds of up to 17,000. At
present she is taking a post graduate
diploma in performance at the Royal
Northern College of Music in
Manchester with a view to becoming a
full-time professional opera singer.

Helen is keen to make contact with
Old Grovians who were involved in
Music and the Arts at school and who
have gone on to take their music and
acting skills to higher levels, whether as
professionals or as a hobby. She hopes
this might lead to an OG concert which
could even be used as a fund-raising
opportunity for the School or the OGA.

Roger Howard, Martin Dransfield and John Cockshott
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School was quite pleasurable to Clough Secundus (fortunately
there were only two Cloughs unlike the Grimshaws who ranged
from Primus to Septimus); attending Chapel twice on Sundays,
smartly dressed, with a threepenny bit for the collection and
singing in the choir. He wears his school boater, still as trim as
its owner, when he sits out in the garden on sunny days.
Academic work came easily as is shown by his impressive final
examination certificate. This was posted to him by Dr Towlson
who had written on the bottom to ask whether Albert was
returning to school the following term.

Sport was an important part of his school life. He has kept
his Lacrosse racquet and remembers the year when The Grove
won The Flags, a lacrosse competition for schools in the
Northern region. His love of Cricket remained after leaving
school. He continued to play for local sides and in later life
became President of North Leeds Cricket Club of which he is
still a member.

Kath Dawson

“Sport was an important part of his
school life. He has kept his Lacrosse
racquet and remembers the year
when The Grove won The Flags, a
lacrosse competition for schools in 
the Northern region.”

WGS Cricket 2nd Xl Summer 1932 with Albert Clough
second left on the middle row.

A VINTAGE 
OLD GROVIAN
This summer I had the privilege and pleasure to visit Albert Clough who is the third oldest Old Grovian alive
today. He was a boarder at The Grove from January 1927 until he left to join his father’s Clothing
Manufacturing Business in 1932. His appearance belies his grand old age of 94 – he had just extended his
driving licence for a further three years. His mind and memories are as sharp as ever.
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The period is mid-winter in the mid-fifties, the weather is
extremely cold and permission had been given for making an ice
slide down the playground by running water down a long strip.
Not my idea of fun as I had always found standing up on ice
enough of a challenge let alone sliding down it.

I was cajoled, dared and otherwise made to give it a go, so
taking note of what the experts did I took a good run at it and
tried to assume the lean forward position when hitting the ice.
Instead of doing an impressive slide my feet did an even more
impressive skyward flip and I landed with a resounding thump
on my head. It must have been good as even the big tough lads
were looking somewhat concerned as I was carried up to the San
at the top of the drive.

I expect nowadays one would have X-rays and a CAT scan but
I was put in bed and told to stay there on doctor’s orders. Apart
from a bit of headache I felt just fine so needing the toilet I got
up. Before I had made it to the door I was told very firmly to get
back into bed and not move. Next thing was the appearance of
Matron with a large stainless steel bedpan, my god! I had never
seen one of these, never mind sat on one, and I was not going to
start, so I told her I did not want to go anymore.

The only way around this was to wait until the dead of night
when everybody was asleep, creep quietly to the bathroom and

then after the deed was done flush the toilet, dash back to bed
and pretend to be asleep like the other four boys in the room.
Sure enough footsteps approached and a torch shone on all the
recumbent figures, but without waking anybody up there was
no way of knowing who had got up.

As the days progressed this routine repeated itself but the
downside was that because they thought I was not going to the
toilet the only food I was given day after day was tomato soup.
In those days we were into morse code, etc and I managed to
signal across to the main building and some kind classmates
sneaked across with sugar sandwiches each night. These were
thrown up through the open window when the coast was clear.
I can’t remember who you were, but thanks.

So just when I thought I had won the ‘battle of the bedpan’
and was about to be discharged, horror of horrors, Matron and
her helper appeared, complete with Vaseline, a rubber hose with
a funnel attached and a bottle of something that looked like
green soap. I leave the procedure to your imagination but there
is no way that you are not going to go after that!

From that day to this, over 50 years later, I still cannot touch
tomato soup and I don’t want to see another rubber hose again
either.

Bill Croasdale

A Tale of 
WINTER ICE, BEDPANS
& TOMATO SOUP
A strange combination you will be thinking so let me explain. 

‘The story had in it the stuff of a TV saga.’ 
Rt. Hon. Lord Norman Tebbit CH
Brian Greenwood’s experiences in building what was once Britain’s largest
privately-owned menswear chain coupled with 50 years’ involvement in
independent education, together with a very wide range of  sporting interests,
all make for entertaining, informative and frequently amusing reading. 

This profusely illustrated book with its foreword by Lord Norman Tebbit CH
ranges from the origins of  the Greenwood menswear empire, through the
acquisition of  other firms such as Dunn & Co. and Hodges – once a
household name throughout South Wales and the south west – to a
succession of  commercial disasters in the period of  the early 90s recession.

Parallel to the business story are the affairs of  one of  the North’s leading
independent schools –Woodhouse Grove and tales of  sporting activities as
diverse as athletics, rugby and hunting in South Africa.

In writing his memoirs of  a long and interesting life, the author sets out to
produce a book which would never be dull but would rather be a thoroughly
enjoyable read – he has succeeded! Or Clogs to Clogs in three generations - Well, almost

Brian Greenwood

SH
O

P!
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Brian Greenwood’s book, ‘Shop’, which contains
many interesting items about The Grove, can now be
obtained from The Memoir Club at the Special
Woodhouse Grove Price of £15.00. P&P £2.75 (UK).

Phone: 0191 3735660
E-mail: memoirclub@email.msn.com
Please state your connection with WGS.
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Outstanding Sporting Achievements
Playing for Horsforth in the Ian Chappell Cup against Upper
Wharfedale, Oliver Hardaker scored a record-breaking 329 runs
in just 144 balls. His unbeaten innings included 27 sixes and 28
fours and he now holds the world record for the highest
individual score in a one-day match. Oliver thinks that the
school trip to the West Indies at Easter helped inspire him. The
School party visited both the Recreation Ground where Brian
Lara made his 400 runs and the new Sir Vivian Richards Stadium
in Antigua. His feat received Press and TV publicity nationwide,
even getting a mention on Radio2 in Sarah Kennedy’s early
morning programme!

Sam Thornton attended the formal launch of Bradford’s Gold
Olympic Programme where he met Lord Sebastian Coe. He
received ‘Elite Diver of the Year’ and ‘International Diver of the
Year’ awards for Bradford Esprit Diving Club. He has also been
selected to take part in Team Kellogg’s Mentoring Scheme which
offers advice and support to rising sports stars.

In this year’s National Championships Anne Bochmann came
3rd in the 200m Individual Medley behind two Olympic finalists
and 4th in the 400m Freestyle, only six seconds behind the
fastest time set this year. She has been selected to represent
England in the Commonwealth Games in Delhi and currently
stands 4th nationally and 34th in the World.

Performing Arts
The production of Lionel Bart’s Oliver involved a massive cast
taken from all years throughout the school. The impressive
scenery made a fitting background to some excellent singing and
dancing. The play’s thrilling and violent climax with its chase
scenes and suspense was as exciting as anything seen on the
London stage. After Ryan Brown’s exceptional portrayal of a
sinister yet hilarious Fagan it came as no surprise to learn that
out of 4,500 candidates auditioned by the National Youth
Theatre he was one of the few to be offered a place to attend a
two-week course in London this summer.

NEWS FROM THE 
HIGHLIGHTS
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GROVE



Old Grovians’ Diary
FORMAL NOTICE OF THE AGM
The 2010 Annual General Meeting of the Old Grovian
Association will be held in the Greenwood Building of
Woodhouse Grove School on Sunday, 14 November at 11.30am.

The Minutes of the last meeting held on Sunday, 8 November
2009 can be found on the Old Grovians’ website:
www.oldgrovians.co.uk or obtained from the Secretary,
Heather Garner: Telephone 0113 250 2477 
E-mail: Garner.H@woodhousegrove.co.uk

In item 7 of the Agenda (Election of Southerns Trustees) the
following are seeking re-election: Mrs Kath Dawson and Mr
David Littlefair. Mr Trevor Bailey is retiring. Mr Tony Bramwell
and Mr Roger Davy will be seeking election at the meeting.

THE DRAFT AGENDA
1. Chairman’s Welcome
2. Apologies for Absence.
3. Approval of the Minutes of the 2009 AGM and Matters Arising.
4. Chairman’s Report.
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Report on Southerns and other Scholarship Funds.
7. Election of the Southerns Trustees.
8. Election of Officers.
9. Induction of Mathew Gullick (88-95) as Chairman for 2010-2011.
10. Incoming Chairman’s remarks.
11. Date of AGM 2011.
12. AOB.
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S LEAVERS’ AWARDS
2010

Southerns Scholarship: 
Alexandra Selka who is now reading
Ancient and Modern History at St John’s
College, Oxford.

Old Grovian Scholarships: 
Craig Balmforth, Charles Cockshott,
Christopher Wilkinson and Timothy
Woodman.

H P Crabtree Scholarship: 
Natalie Falls.

Duncan Nuttall Scholarships: 
Louise Naylor, Ravi Singh.

Davy Book Fund Awards: 
Charlotte Brennan, Bethany Harrison.

Rex Storr Book Fund Awards: 
Joseph Harris, Ben Weaving.

The following have received a
Southerns Trustees Commendation: 
Gwen Davis, Katherine Halfpenny and
Katherine Irvine.

2010
Friday, 12 Nov Chairman’s Dinner (to be confirmed)

Sunday, 14 Nov Old Grovians’ Day. A warm welcome is
extended to all Old Grovians, their partners
and families.

10.15 - Service of Remembrance in Chapel.

11.15 - Coffee in the Greenwood Building.

11.30 - AGM in the Greenwood Building or a
Conducted Tour of School.

12.00 - Netball OGA v School.

12.30 - Lunch. For catering purposes places
need to be reserved. A contribution
towards lunch is requested.

14.15 - Rugby OGA President’s XV v
Chairman’s XV.

15.45 - Light Tea with Presentation of
Trophies.

Contact Heather Garner for information or
to reserve places. Telephone: 0113 250 2477.
E-mail: Garner.H@woodhousegrove.co.uk

2011
28-30 Jan OGA Scottish Reunion. Culcreuch Castle,

Stirlingshire.

Feb OGA London Reunion (to be arranged).

Fri 25 March OGA Lancashire & Cheshire Reunion,
Renaissance Hotel, Manchester.

Sun 3 July Old Grovians’ Day (14:00 onwards). OGA
Cricket and Tennis matches followed by a
barbecue.

Fri 2 Sept 2nd Annual OGA Golf Day. Otley Golf
Club.

The Southerns Trustees were delighted to give the following 
well-deserved awards to this year’s Sixth Form leavers.


