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WELCOME TO PARKSIDE
Good afternoon, and a very warm welcome to
Parkside for today’s , Buildbase FA Trophy 1st
Qualifying Round. Not often I have had to type
that over the years, given our past poor Trophy
record I know!
 
Today, I am pleased to welcome back the
Officials, Management and Players of Bowers &
Pitsea Football Club, who need no introduction
to us, having been worthy winners of our
division last season. Also, a warm welcome to
our Match Officials, who we hope to have a
good game, enjoy our hospitality, and have a
safe journey home.
 
So, a mini break from league action as we play
not only this afternoon, but at home to
Waltham Abbey on Monday evening in the
Velocity Cup, before returning to league action
next weekend with the visit of Heybridge Swifts.
 
Rob Small brings his troupes here this
afternoon no doubt smarting after a somewhat
shock to most when his team lost out on a First
Round FA Cup appearance last weekend, falling
just short in the home tie with Step 4 Chichester
City. No doubt the disappointment was
compounded somewhat on Monday evening
with the draw given their victorious opponents
not only the ’golden bye’, but also the £36,000
winnings to boot, and thus making them one tie
away from a potential trip to Anfield, or a
stadium not quite as good!
 
Bowers league form, since their promotion has
been somewhat sporadic this season, although
I personally witnessed their strange 3-1 defeat
at Cray Wanderers some 3 weeks ago.

When I say strange, if the score had been reversed
in would have made sense, and if it had been a
bigger margin Cray would have been hard pressed
to have complained. If all their games have
followed a similar fashion, then it won’t be long
before they start climbing the table, in what I
expect should see them comfortably consolidate
their league position this season. Let us hope they
have one eye on league points and take their foot
off the gas today. I’m 100% sure that will not be
the case and we can expect a wounded animal
coming out for cup blood.
 
Going back to last Saturday. Just when I thought
in all my years playing, managing and watching I
had seen it all. No, not last weekend, when we
played well enough to have beaten visitors and a
lot of pre-season people’s favourites for
promotion Coggeshall Town visited us. The score-
line doesn’t reflect the balance of play, nor the
fact that we contrived to miss 3 penalties. I don’t
remember seeing one side awarded 3 penalties in
a game, let alone miss them all. Good job today’s
game then finishes at 90 minutes, with a replay at
The Len Salmon Stadium on Tuesday evening if
required. Only then after 120 minutes would we
need to put us through so many spot-kicks again.
 
Next Friday, our 18’s travel to Croydon Arena, for
there FA Youth Cup 1st Round tie. Shame the boys
were not rewarded with a league club, but who
knows, a win, and like Chichester we could by one
more away from a date at Anfield !! We can but
dream, but somebody has to go there.
 
Back to today, enjoy the game, and hope to see
you Monday, for ‘The Abbey (reduced admission) or
next Saturday for revenge of ‘The Swifts’.

CRAIG JOHNSON

Craig
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Goalkeeper:
David Hughes: David Hughes was signed at the beginning of September 2018 and is a proven shot
stopper after spending three years at Harlow Town. In the 2018/19 season, he made 31 appearances,
winning 20 of those games with seven clean sheets.
 

YOUR MILLERS

Defenders:
Jack Mochalski: Jack joined the Millers after an impressive pre-season in July 2019. Mochalski has
previously played for Great Shelford, Great Wakering Rovers, Romford and Barkingside. The defender has
been a key piece at Soham Town Rangers and featured heavily for the Greens over the past three seasons.
 
George Allen: Commanding central defender who joins us from Coggeshall Town for the 2019/20 season.
He has previously played for Bishop’s Stortford, Canvey Island, Welling, East Thurrock and Stevenage.
 
Jake Pitty: Signed for the Millers in October 2018 from Canvey Island and went on to make 15 appearances
assisting twice. He would’ve played more games during the 2018/19 season but was injured, but looks to
kick on in 2019/20.
 
Harry Gibbs: In 2016/17 he featured 31 times and
did start off playing for us at the start of last
season playing five times, before leaving when
former manager Terry Spillane was in charge.
That move saw Harry Gibbs go to Brentwood
Town where he featured at right back and centre
half, the 20-year old made 47 appearances
scoring four goals, including a fantastic header
against us near the end of last season. (Right).

Sam Mvemba: Mvemba, 19, made 40
appearances for Romford, mainly at left back
where he helped the club climb out of the
relegation place and into safety at the expense of
Norwich United back in 2017/18. Sam joined
Romford from Barking Abbey where he was
named coaches player of the year in the 2016/17
season. He made over 40 appearances for the
Millers last season. (Left).
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Joe Elliott: A member of our Under 18 squad who
featured for our U23/Reserve side in the previous 2
seasons. Previously of Barking Youth system, he
along with the team he was moved to the Millers
and he has featured a handful of times at the age of
just 16 for the First Team throughout 2018/19.

YOUR MILLERS

Midfielders:
Connor Witherpoon: Connor Witherspoon is Aveley FC's club captain and joined the Millers in the middle of
the 2017/18 season. Withers joined on an undisclosed fee from Brightlingsea Regent after making 68
appearances for the R's. He helped Brentwood Town to promotion via the playoffs and also helped Regent
be Champions of the Isthmian North in 2016/17.

James Love: Lovey joined the Millers at the beginning of
last season after winning the Players’ Player of the Season
in the Isthmian Premier League with Bightlingsea Regent
after winning the title with them the previous season.

Richard Seixas: Richard joins the Millers after impressing hugely in pre-season training and in our most
recent game at home to National South side Chelmsford City, where he showcased his pace and talent
with the ball. Seixas, 20, started his career playing youth level for Sky Bet Championship side Charlton
Athletic, before departing to join Dartford with dual registration with Isthmian Premier side Leatherhead.

Jonathan Nzengo: Last season Nzengo was on dual
registration between Romford and former National
South side East Thurrock United. For Romford he was
involved in 9 goals in 15 appearances, scoring four and
assisting five. Jonathon joined Romford at the beginning
of the 2017/18 season and went on to make 54
appearances scoring 9 and assisting three times.



YOUR MILLERS
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Jason Raad: Joined the Millers in the 2018/19 season in October from Harlow Town. A creative midfielder
with an eye for a goal too. The South African has also played for Cape Town City and Supersport United.

Wyan Reid: Young Player who made an amazing
impact for the Reserves last season in their double
trophy winning season, being made Reserve’s
Managers Player of the Season, he also made 11
appearances for the First Team and will be looking
to be more involved throughout the coming season.
(Right).

Darnell Bromfield: Darnell is a young prospect
who can play through the middle of the park,
made a brilliant impact for the Reserves
Double Winning season in 2018/19, and will be
looking to be more involved with the first team
throughout the 2019/20 campaign. (Left).

Shad Ngandu: Shad Ngandu joined the Millers
from Waltham Abbey after a stellar season
scoring 20 goals in 47 appearances in 2017/18. A
quick pacey attacking midfielder with an eye for a
pass and a few goals. After leaving the Millers to
join Great Wakering Shad re-joined us during the
summer of 2019. (Left).

James Goode: Started his career under Mark
Stimson at Thurrock, playing 113 times and scoring
20 times. With his time at Thurrock, he proved
himself to be a utility player, suited to playing in
midfield and in defence at full back and centrally
so will prove a great asset to the Millers alongside
the likes of James Love and Connor Witherspoon.
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Alex Akrofi: Alex joined the Millers after leaving Tonbridge Angels at the beginning of the 2018/19
season where he featured for the last two seasons prior and scored 34 goals in 68 games in the
Isthmian Premier. He helped Maidstone United To promotion from the Conference South to the
National League and also helped Brentwood Town to the Isthmian Premier scoring a hat-trick against
Thurrock in the play-Off final to get them there.

YOUR MILLERS

Reggie Hubbard: A young forward who
plays for Aveley Under 18's. Reserves and
has featured a couple of times for the
Aveley first team, made a great impression
on his debut as he came off the bench to
score his 1st ever senior goal away at
Witham Town at the age of 16. A great
prospect for the future.

Kane Hearn: Striker from our Under 23 side who
featured last season for our Double Winning Reserves
and featured in a couple of our pre-season fixtures.
And after impressing he has signed on for the first
team for the upcoming 2019/20 season.

Forwards:

George Sykes: Target man centre forward
who has a record of scoring goals at this
level with 25 goals in 40 games for Canvey
in the 2017/18 season, helping them to a
play-off final, just missing out on
promotion to Haringey Borough. The
season before that George scored 18 goals
in the Isthmian Premier League. After his
spell at The Gulls, he moved to Maldon &
Tiptree and Tilbury.



PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

DAVID HUGHES
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE

JAKE PITTY
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE

SAM MVEMBA
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE

HARRY GIBBS
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE

DARNELL
BROMFIELD

SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

SHAD NGANDU
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE
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GEORGE ALLEN
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE

JAMES GOODE
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE

JOE ELLIOTT
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE

JAMES LOVE
SPONSORED BY:
ALAN SUTTLING

JACK MOCHALSKI
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE
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PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

JASON RAAD
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE

WYAN REID
SPONSOR: TONY

BLACKLEDGE

ALEX AKROFI
SPONSORED BY: 
BILLY BRENNAN

CONNOR
WITHERSPOON

SPONSORED BY:
COLIN MUNFORD

REGGIE
HUBBARD

SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

RICHARD
SEIXAS

SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

KANE HEARN
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE

AVELEY FC MANAGEMENT TEAM
SPONSORS: SONS OF AVELEY

GEORGE SYKES
SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE
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PLAYER STATS
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LEAGUE TABLE

Saturday 26th October 2019
BRENTWOOD TOWN vs GREAT WAKERING ROVERS
BURY TOWN vs ROMFORD
HISTON vs HULLBRIDGE SPORTS
WITHAM TOWN vs FELIXSTOWE & WALTON UNITED
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UPCOMING FIXTURES
Tuesday 29th October 2019
CANVEY ISLAND vs BRENTWOOD TOWN
FELIXSTOWE & WALTON UNITED vs MALDON & TIPTREE

Saturday 2nd November 2019
AFC SUDBURY vs CANVEY ISLAND
AVELEY vs HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS
CAMBRIDGE CITY vs BASILDON UNITED
DEREHAM TOWN vs WITHAM TOWN
FELIXSTOWE & WALTON UNITED vs BRENTWOOD TOWN
GREAT WAKERING ROVERS vs BURY TOWN
HULLBRIDGE SPORTS vs COGGESHALL TOWN
MALDON & TIPTREE vS GRAYS ATHLETIC
ROMFORD vs SOHAM TOWN RANGERS
TILBURY vs HISTON

Sunday 27th October 2019
GRAYS ATHLETIC vs DEREHAM TOWN

Saturday 9th November 2019
BASILDON UNITED vs DEREHAM TOWN
BRENTWOOD TOWN vs HULLBRIDGE SPORTS
CANVEY ISLAND vs AVELEY
COGGESHALL TOWN vs TILBURY
GRAYS ATHLETIC vs AFC SUDBURY
HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS vs ROMFORD
HISTON vs FELIXSTOWE & WALTON UNITED
SOHAM TOWN RANGERS vs GREAT WAKERING ROVERS
WITHAM TOWN vs CAMBRIDGE CITY

Tuesday 12th November 2019
MALDON & TIPTREE vs ROMFORD
SOHAM TOWN RANGERS vs CANVEY ISLAND

Saturday 16th November 2019
AFC SUDBURY vs WITHAM TOWN
AVELEY vs SOHAM TOWN RANGERS
CAMBRIDGE CITY vs HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS
DEREHAM TOWN vs BRENTWOOD TOWN
FELIXSTOWE & WALTON UNITED vs GRAYS ATHLETIC
GREAT WAKERING ROVERS vs CANVEY ISLAND
HULLBRIDGE SPORTS vs BURY TOWN
MALDON & TIPTREE vs HISTON
ROMFORD vs COGGESHALL TOWN
TILBURY vs BASILDON UNITED
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UNDER 23'S
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MILLERS FIXTURES & RESULTS 2019/20



MATCH REPORT
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1-2BetVictor Isthmian League North
Saturday 19th October 2019

A more than bizarre game between two of the favourites in the Isthmian North. A game
where Aveley should've won, but somehow missed three penalties to lose to Coggeshall
despite the dominance from the hosts, but if you don't score more than the opposition,
you lose.
 
We started the game off well as Alex Akrofi was put through on goal but was sent
crashing to the floor within sixty seconds. Jason Raad stepped up but blasted his
penalty over the crossbar.
 
Ten minutes into the game and Jonathan Nzengo played a long ball into the box for Alex
Akrofi who is shoved to the floor, but this time the referee waved away the appeal for a
second penalty. A minute later and Jonathan Nzengo puts another ball into the area but
it is just too long for George Sykes to latch on to. 
 
The Millers were soonafter back on the attack as Wyan Reid and Joanthan Nzengo
combine well to feed Alex Akrofi whose shot from the edge of the area is well saved by
the Seedgrowers keeper Ashlee Jones, not the last time you'll hear his name reading
this match report.
 
Against the run of play Coggeshall Town took the lead fullback Tyler Brampton turned
the ball into the net from close range after David Hughes did well to save the initial shot
from Conor Hubble from close range. Aveley 0-1 Coggeshall Town.
 
We should've been level with the amount of chances we had but George Allen and
George Sykes were both denied from close range, one saved the other blocked. With
five minutes before half time, we should've been level from the penalty spot. George
Sykes was hauled down, Alex Akrofi stepped up by Ashlee Jones made the save and
the follow up was cleared by Coggeshall. 
 
To add more salt to the wound, Coggeshall then doubled their lead on the stroke of half
time as Robert Harvey, on loan from Braintree Town, dinked the ball over David Hughes
after a neatly played throughball. Aveley 0-2 Coggeshall Town.
 
Half Time | Aveley 0-2 Coggeshall Town.



MATCH REPORT
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1-2BetVictor Isthmian League North
Saturday 19th October 2019

We started off the second half well, Alex Akrofi put in a fantastic ball from the left hand
side to Jonathan Nzengo, but he couldn't apply the final touch.
 
We weren't to be denied for too long as George Sykes followed up after Ashlee Jones
pushed away a dangerous cross into the box, but Sykes was there to get his second
goal in two games for the Millers. Aveley 1-2 Coggeshall Town.
 
Two minutes later and we should've been level, another chance and another penalty.
James Love, who come on for the injured Sam Mvemba picked the ball up but was to lso
be denied by Ashlee Jones. 
 
Following that penalty miss were chances for George Sykes, Wyan Reid and Jason
Raad in the space of five minutes but all were to be denied again and again and again.
 
Ashlee Jones then made a superb save to deny a goalbound header from George Allen
from a Jason Raad corner. 
 
With time ticking away we had one more chance but Alex Akrofi saw his dangerous
looking effort well blocked and scrambled away.
 
A game where Aveley should've won, but somehow ended up defeated by the
Seedgrowers.
 
Full Time | Aveley 1-2 Coggeshall Town.
 
Attendance | 271.
 
Millers XI | David Hughes, Jonathan Nzengo, Sam Mvemba (James Love 45), Connor
Witherspoon, Harry Gibbs, George Allen, Wyan Reid, James Goode, George Sykes,
Jason Raad (Shad Ngandu 89), Alex Akrofi.
 
Unused Subs | Kane Hearn, Reggie Hubbard, Jack Mochalski.
 
Coggeshall Town XI | Ashlee Jones, Tyler Brampton, Abednego Mensah, Dexter Peter,
Jordan Foster, Joshua Pollard, Conor Hubble, Tevan Allen, Robert Harvey, Ross Wall,
George Cocklin.
 
Subs | David Agboola, Chris Regis, Aryton Coley, Tom Blackwell, Michael Gyasi.



Follow Aveley Away
Another cup competition and another away tie as The Millers will
travel to Basildon United in the Third Round of the BBC Essex Senior
Cup, get on down and back the Millers!

After that trip we make our second visit to the Island to take on
Canvey Island in our tenth league game of the Isthmian North. Huge
game against Mark Bentley's Gulls.







Last Sunday’s front page of The Non-League Paper was going to be about the first round proper of the FA
Cup. About the excitement of the upcoming draw at Maldon & Tiptree as Non-League clubs eagerly awaited
those life-changing ties to come out of the hat – and what a draw it turned out to be. It was going to be
about those clubs daring to dream. Isthmian Premier club Carshalton Athletic after they upset National
League side Dagenham & Redbridge. Or Nantwich Town, who beat National League North high-fliers King’s
Lynn Town. Then there was the story of Kingstonian beating higher league opposition in Dartford.
 
There was also the drama at Potters Bar Town, who scored an equaliser against neighbours Barnet in the
11th minute of stoppage time to set up a replay. And there was the excitement of goalkeeper Alan Julian
heading an injury-time equaliser at Sutton United to keep Billericay Town’s FA Cup dream alive.
 
The front page was supposed to carry pictures capturing all the emotion of this great competition on
another action-packed day in Non-League football. Instead, for the second time in a month, it carried a
story about allegations of racism. Once again, the ugly side of society has reared its head in Non-League,
and English, football.
 
On the back of the shameful scenes in Bulgaria when England players were racially abused and the game
was twice suspended, Haringey Borough walked off the pitch following alleged racism towards goalkeeper
Valery Douglas Pajetat. Two men, aged 23 and 26, have since been arrested on suspicion of racially
aggravated common assault.
 
The incident came in the 65th minute following a Yeovil penalty where he claims he was spat at and
verbally abused by fans. The match didn’t restart and was abandoned. Boss Tom Loizou also said defender
Coby Rowe was targeted.
 
English football was appalled when the men’s senior team was on the end of horrific abuse and there have
been calls for strong action against Bulgaria and their authorities. We are equally appalled at these
allegations. FA chairman Greg Clarke spoke in the immediate aftermath of the Bulgaria game. He rightly
pointed out that we must also look at the game in this country because there are issues that clearly need
addressing. There is no hiding from that fact. The conversation must include what we are doing about our
game.
 
It's been four weeks since allegations were made during the National League game between Hartlepool
United and Dover Athletic. Dover players Inih Effiong and Ricky Modeste were subjected to racist abuse and
gestures. Pools players heard it and were upset at what they saw coming from some of their home fans.
While they considered walking off the pitch, in the end the game was played to a conclusion.
 
Hartlepool were rightly praised for their response to the situation and it looks like Yeovil have reacted in a
similar way. Boss Darren Sarll says they stand alongside Haringey and the club say they will be cooperating
with the investigation which The FA say is ongoing. The tie is to be replayed on Tuesday, October 29.
 
If proven, the two supporters should never watch a game of football in this country again. Of course, 99.9
percent of Yeovil fans will be ashamed of what has allegedly happened. Hopefully anyone who has seen or
heard anything comes forward to ensure the investigation can be as thorough as is needed. As we’ve said
before, we all have a responsibility to drive this abhorrent behaviour out of our game and out of our
society. No footballer, no person, should be attacked just because of their skin colour. In a high-profile
competition, Haringey’s actions will be seen far and wide. Hopefully this can be a stepping stone towards a
better future. Their stand is to be applauded. In times gone past, the incident may not have come to light
until after the game.
 
By stopping an FA Cup game in its tracks, the message will be louder. Racists are not welcome in our
football grounds at any level. Only then can we get back to talking about the football.
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The club began life in an old wooden cricket pavilion in 1947 on the site of what is now Pitsea
Market. A move to Gun Meadow, Pitsea saw the purchase of a prefabricated building which was
used as changing rooms. The building of the new A13 from Canvey to the Five Bells roundabout
saw the compulsory purchase of the ground and the club's move to its current home at Crown
Avenue, Pitsea. The ground was purchased from Basildon Development Corporation along with a
prefabricated building which still serves as the dressing rooms.
 
After the war years, once stability  had come to the nation, many new sporting clubs sprang up. One
such club was our own, BOWERS UNITED, started in 1946 by Bert Salmon, playing at Gun
Meadow, Pitsea, in the Thurrock & Thameside Combination, he was to be joined a few years later
by his brother Len Salmon, who passed away and is sorely missed by everyone within the club. The
biggest tribute Bowers Sport & Social Club could give him was to name his beloved football stadium
after him.
 
Bowers United won the Essex Senior League title and the Essex Senior League cup in 1998/99
under Tony Cross and were also runners up in the Harry Fisher Trophy. They won the Don Douglas
Trophy for top scorer with David Hope as well as the secretary of the year award.
 
Season 2004/05 saw a new name on the footballing map when Bowers United took Pitsea Football
clubs name to produce BOWERS & PITSEA FOOTBALL CLUB, and with a new start and a new
team at the helm success was just around the corner because a strong link was established with the
local community and the clubs facilities that offered the residence a large Clubhouse, Bar and
Function room Together with a ground capacity for 1500+ spectators, which includes seating for 180
in a well appointed stand, excellent floodlighting is also an advantage at a higher level in which to
play our football on.
 
The recent improvements to the ground and surrounding area as well as the Social Club helped
Bowers & Pitsea Football Club to achieve their goal when Rob Small was appointed manager in
2014/15 and in his first season took the club to runners up in the league as well as winning the
Essex Senior League Challenge Cup alongside his team of Harry Stevens and Wayne Franklin and
with the leagues top scorer award and the league secretary of the year award things were finally
looking up for the football club.
 
In season 2015/16 Rob Small topped his haul from the previous season by winning the Essex
Senior League Championship, getting to the quarter finals of the Essex Senior Cup but more
impressive was reaching the semi-finals of the FA Vase were Bowers were narrowly beaten by
eventual winners Morpeth Town 2-1 away after drawing the home leg 2-2.
 
We finally achieved one of our goals to reach and play in the Ryman’s League now called the
BetVictor Isthmian League and we finished our first season in 6th place just three points outside the
playoff positions. This followed with a third place finish in season 2017/18 which saw us narrowly
miss out on promotion, losing in the play-offs to Canvey Island. This season 2018/19 saw us reach
the Premier League as we finished the campaign with 92 points, 29 wins, 5 draws and 4 losses with
a very healthy 71 goal difference. The Development side finished top as well and with the upgrade to
a 3g pitch and new changing rooms things are heading in the right direction.
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CLUB HISTORY
BOWERS & PITSEA



LAST TIME WE MET
AVELEY 0-1 BOWERS & PITSEA

Bowers & Pitsea edged a game after a single goal from Lewis Manor was the difference in the end.
A top of the tabe clash where both sides equalled each other and really cancelled each other out at
Parkside, but it was the visitors who claimed all three points 
 
Both sides then had a free-kick each, Louis Hazelwood took aim first but he couldn't. on this
occasion, match his wonder-strike against Grays on wednesday, as this one flew high and wide of
the right hand post. Bowers' free-kick was straight at David Hughes who saved easily.
 
Millers came back with a few half chances, Andy Freeman squared the ball into Alex Akrofi who
just fired wide of the goal, but he was flagged for offside anyway. And after Tom Richardson was
cyncially taken down, the resulting free-kick was headed over his own bar by Sokes, the corner
after that was cleared away.
 
From Bowers' next attack, the visitors took the lead, a free-kick came into the box David Hughes
couldn't keep hold of the ball and Lewis Manor was jogging on the spot to tap home from six yards
out. Aveley 0-1 Bowers & Pitsea.
 
Half Time | Aveley 0-1 Bowers & Pitsea.
 
We came back into the game and had a huge chance, probably our best of the game, as Andy
Freeman who has 11 league goals this season, went through on goal but he didn't get hold of the
shot properly and the effort was easily gathered by the keeper.
 
The Millers huffed and puffed to keep our unbeaten home record ongoing, but it just wasn't meant
to be as the Millers struggled to really test the keeper and create clear cut chances.There was a
scramble in the Bowers & Pitsea penalty area which ended in Jake Pitty directing the ball towards
the goal, but the shot was tipped over the crossbar.
 
Full Time | Aveley 0-1 Bowers & Pitsea.
 
Attendance | 359.
 
Millers XI | David Hughes, Jake Pitty (Wyan Reid 71), Sam Mvemba, Connor Witherspoon, Harry
Gibbs (Zak Pianim 45), Sam Cross, Louis Hazelwood (Shad Ngandu 82), James Love, Tom
Richardson, Andy Freeman, Alex Akrofi.
 
Unused Subs | Harvey Brown, Jason Raad, Tony Martin.
 
Bowers & Pitsea XI | Andrew Wilton, Ryan Sammons, Thomas Stephen (James Thomas 45),
Martyn Stokes, Lewis Clark, Callum Leahy, Quentin Monville (Max Cornhill 58), Ben Sartain, Lewis
Manor, David Knight, Bradley Warner (Jamie Dicks 84).
 
Unused Subs | Tom Hine, Fahad Nyanja.
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SATURDAY 26TH JANUARY 2019 | ISTHMIAN NORTH DIVISON
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PARKSIDE POTTS
Greetings readers, welcome to Parkside for this eagerly awaiting FA Trophy clash against last season's great
rivals and league champions Bowers & Pitsea. Our record in the Trophy isn't great, so this already constitutes a
decent run in the competition, having hammered a poor East Grinstead United side last Tuesday evening.
 
Bowers & Pitsea will be feeling a bit sorry for themselves this week, having just missed out on the 1st Round
proper of the FA Cup, having lost 1-2 to Chichester last Saturday, then the double whammy of Chichester getting
drawn out of the hat (or large Perspex dome) and getting the golden ticket of a bye into the 2nd round, complete
with the 30k prize money. Let's hope that they don't take it out on us this afternoon and it's us that gets through to
the next round of the Trophy, either way it's going to be a very close fought battle this afternoon between two very
evenly matched sides. The home support will have their fingers crossed that the match official does not point to
the spot this afternoon, otherwise we will have to relive the nightmare of last Saturday where we put ourselves
possibly in the record books by missing three penalties in the same game.
 
Now missing one is possible, although ill advised, missing two would be bordering on stupid, missing three just
beggars’ belief to be honest. And now the trouble is, is that this may become a 'thing' in the player's heads. So
perhaps, I'm wrong. Perhaps we need another penalty to be given very quickly and we have a guy who is willing
to step up and smash it in the onion bag.
 
In my mind, that man is youngster Wyan Reid. He took a few in pre-season and scored them and he seems to be
a player that is likely to start every game, which may rule out our other 100% er in Shad Ngandu. It's no good
having a penalty taker who is on the bench or in the stand, so if Wyan is likely to start, then he would the man in
my opinion. Another who may be in the frame is Big George Allen, I'm sure his old man would have given him
some tips and I reckon he would have pushed them out of his mind immediately. George strikes me as the kind of
guy that would just put his foot through the ball taking the keeper through the net, with the ball, should he manage
to get behind the ball. No placement just power.
 
But we need to find that player and quickly, as I said before, this cannot be allowed to become 'a thing'. When the
third penalty was awarded there was an audible groan around Parkside, which is something that nobody wants to
hear, especially James Love as he came up to take the third. To be fair to Lovey, his was the best of the three,
sadly for him, the keeper guessed the right way and saved well, low down to his left.
 
So that's the negative bit out of the way, how am I going to spin the positive vibes in your direction after losing to
our promotion rivals Coggeshall, so horribly I hear you ask?
 
Well, in my opinion, the two goals they scored were pretty much the only opportunities they created, we
dominated the game, created numerous chances, penalties to one side and generally came out on top in all
aspects of the game, except the one that counts. I certainly think on that performance that we are the better side
and I shall go out on a limb and forecast that we will finish above Coggeshall in the table at the end of April. You
heard it here first.
 
Whether we finish above Maldon & Tiptree is another matter entirely, they are like a footballing steamroller as
they seem to crush everybody in their path. They now have a mouth-watering tie away at Leyton Orient in the FA
Cup 3rd Round, sadly for us, as well as the glory, Maldon will be pocketing some serious prize money that will no
doubt come in very handy in upping their playing budget as the season gets to serious bit next year as we
approach the finishing line.
 
But all we can do in the meantime is hang on to their coat tails and hope that they form starts to dip as they
perhaps go deep in all the cup competitions. But if I was a betting man, I would very much favour Maldon to win
the league this season, which means of course, that we will almost certainly need to put Grays Athletic out in the
play-offs. Now whether that's the final or the semi's is irrelevant to me. If you can give me that scenario come
April, I will gladly let Maldon come top of the tree, if we can ruin Grays season, in fact I'm sure we all would. But
that's April. We are in October and still in the Trophy, let's hope we're still in it in November.
 
Enjoy the game!
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NEXT AT PARKSIDE

DAVID HUGHES (GK)
HARRY GIBBS
JOE ELLIOTT
JACK MOCHALSKI
GEORGE ALLEN
SAM MVEMBA
JONATHAN NZENGO
DYLAN BEAGLE
JAMES GOODE
JAMES LOVE
CONNOR WITHERSPOON
SHAD NGANDU
DARNELL BROMFIELD
MATTHEW KELLIER
WYAN REID
RICHARD SEIXAS
ALEX AKROFI
REGGIE HUBBARD
KANE HEARN
DAVID SERVIETIS
GEORGE SYKES

 (GK) CALLUM CHAFER
LUKE MCCOY

KENZER LEEM
ARTYN STOKES

JAMES THOMAS
MAX HARBROW

RYAN SAMMONS
THOMAS STEPHEN

CALLUM LEAHY
BEN SARTAIN
JAMIE DICKS

LEWIS MANOR
DAVID KNIGHT

MAX CORNHILL
QUENTIN MONVILLE

DANIEL TRENDALL
BRADLEY WARNER

THOMAS HINE
LUKE HIRST

JOE GARDNER
TYRONE BAKER
GEORGE WIND

THE MILLERS BOWERS & PITSEA

AVELEY FC vs WALTHM ABBEY | MON 28TH OCTOBER  |  7.45PM KICK OFF

MANAGER: KEITH ROWLAND MANAGER: ROB SMALL

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE: GEORGE WARREN

ASSISTANT REFEREE: JAMES BEAL
ASSISTANT REFEREE: 


