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PATRONS: PHIL HUNTER, KEN SUTLIFF, ALAN SUTTLING

PRESIDENT: KEN CLAY
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Important Club Notes: The Isthmian Football League strongly supports the FA statement that there should be a zero tolerance approach against
racism and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly any form of discriminatory abuse whether it by reason of age, disability, gender

reassignment, race, religion and belief, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, sex and sexual orientation or any other form of
abuse will be reported to The Football Association for action by that Association.” (The FA 0800 085 0508 / Kick it Out 020 7253 0162).The Isthmian

League and all Member Clubs in the League are committed to promoting equality by treating people fairly and with respect, by recognising that
inequalities may exist, by taking steps to address them and providing access and opportunities for all members of the community.

 
Aveley Football Club accepts no liability for accidents to visitors, damage to vehicles or loss of contents whilst in the grounds or it's precincts. The

floodlighting towers carry a high voltage and therefore can be dangerous to anyone attempting to climb them.
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DANNY SCOPES' WELCOME
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Dear all,

I hope you are all well and had a much better week this week than last

week. It's amazing what a win and three points can do for thr week

ahead.

I know my week is always much brighter when our team win.

Last weeks first half was a rollercoaster of emotions, with the early

goals we scored, the naqsty head injury to their players and then the

lights going out.

I've never been so pleased when the lights come back on and we were

able to complete the game. 

The game you would was done at 4-0 but with the delay it was

important that we were professional and kept our focus into the

second half, so the clean sheet was the most pleasing factor for us all.

Scoring five goals is always good and it was a good team performance,

but keeping clean sheets is the foundation of a good team, so that has

to be our main focus.

We move on to another tough game at home this weekend against

Witham Town, who are in transition of management which makes them

a dangerous opponent.

It will be important we turn up with the same focus and determination

as last week, to give us the best chance of winning the game.

Please help us get behind the team and drive us on to a positive

performance and result.

Together we are stronger.

Danny Scopes & Lee Minshull



DEFENDERS:

DAVID HUGHES

GEORGE ALLEN

MEET YOUR MILLERS

GOALKEEPERS:

JASON RING

MIDFIELDERS:
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SPONSORED BY: LENNY MCDOUGALL

SPONSORED BY: GERRY DALY

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

RYAN SCOTT

HARRY GIBBS

JON NZENGO
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

KOBY YEBOAH

CONNOR WITHERSPOON
SPONSORED BY: CHARLIE GENNINGS

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

HARRY DONOVAN
SPONSORED BY:  THE GODFREY FAMILY

SPONSORED BY: ALAN SUTTLING

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

MAKHOSINI KHAYNE
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

MARLON AGYAKWA
SPONSORED BY: BRIAN & OWEN MABBOTT

NECATI GENCH
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE



FORWARDS:
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SHAD NGANDUALEX CLARK
SPONSORED BY: LOCKWELLS STUDIOSSPONSORED BY: THE BLUES BROTHERS

GEORGE SYKESALEX AKROFI
SPONSORED BY: BILLY BRENNANSPONSORED BY: BILLY BRENNAN

MANNY OGUNRINDE
SPONSORED BY: COLIN MUNFORD

STAFF:

DANNY SCOPES
FIRST TEAM MANAGER

LEE MINSHULL
ASSISTANT MANAGER

JOHN WITHAM
FIRST TEAM GOALKEEPING COACH

RICKY JUDD
FIRST TEAM KIT MAN

SPONSORED BY: NEIL LEVETT

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

SPONSORED BY: STEVE MUNFORD

SPONSORED BY: WWW.KNIGHTGROUP.CO.UK 

SCOTT WAGSTAFF
FIRST TEAM ANALYST

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

OSCAR SHELVEY
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

STEVE MADDEN
FIRST TEAM PHYSIO

SPONSORED BY: SONS OF AVELEY

EVAN MARLOW
FIRST TEAM PHYSIO

SPONSORED BY: SONS OF AVELEY

JOSEPH CHIDYAUSIKU
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

BRENDON SHABANI
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

TOM SALTER
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE

JON BENTON
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE



Witham has a history of football teams going back to the 1830’s when the first recorded match involving a side
representing the town was played at Lanham Green near Cressing. This was before the ‘modern’ game was codified in
England in 1863 following the formation of The Football Association, whose ‘Laws of the Game’ created the foundations
for the way the football is played today. The first formation of a Witham side, post-FA creation, was in 1876 when
Mr.H.Green, Mr.W.Rust, Mr.F.Bridge and Mr.E.Turner sought permission from a farmer to play football in a field next to the
River Brain in the town, close to Saul’s Bridge. This site was Witham FC’s home for a few seasons with play later being
transferred to The Park, a pitch nearby, which was shared with the town’s Cricket Club. 

Witham FC re-formed in July 1919 after a meeting held at the Spread Eagle Hotel in the town centre. Again, the side played
in red shirts, and, in one season, Witham won 24 matches and only lost once. Postman Mr. Fred Perry used to pay Albert
‘Summer’ Bickmore one shilling for each goal he scored. Bickmore recalled with pleasure the day he scored five. The re-
formed club, which changed its name to Witham Town FC in 1921, won the Braintree & District League Championship in
1920-21, appeared in the Divisional Final of the Essex Junior Cup, won the Braintree & District league again in 1924-25
and secured the Essex Division 2 Shield in 1925-26. During these years the popularity of football seemed to have grown in
the town with a Crittall’s Athletic team also forming. 

Crittalls Windows Works, which opened in 1919, was one of the largest employers in the town and the site of the old
factory is now occupied by Morrison’s supermarket. For a small town like Witham this was perhaps too much for both
these clubs to thrive, and, with waning support largely due to the increasing prominence of the Crittall’s team, after less
than a decade the re-formed Witham Town disbanded. However, local opinion must have been in favour of a true ‘town’
team, as after a meeting with the Spread Eagle again forming the backdrop, Witham Town FC re-formed again in July 1933.

At this meeting, held by Mr.C.Ingram (who was elected club Chairman), Mr.S.Slinger and Mr.S.Howell (who was chosen to be
Hon. Secretary) the decision was made to join two competitions, The North Essex League and the Kelvedon & District
Junior League with club colours being red shirts and white shorts. In 1934-35 Witham reached the final of the Tolleshunt
D’arcy Cup, losing to Tiptree United 4-2, and the following season they became Division 3 Champions of the North Essex
League. That same year the club gained the use of the football pitch at Rickstones Road Recreation Ground.

 Unfortunately, as the clouds of war slowly gathered, and with falling support once more, in 1938 Witham Town folded.

In 1948 the Witham Town FC of today re-formed thanks to the efforts of a small band of stalwarts who met in an old
British Legion hut under the Chairmanship of Mr.Sid Rice who was the driving force behind the club re-forming.

During the 1964-65 season Witham won the Essex & Suffolk Border League Championship and they decided to seek new
playing facilities suitable for senior football. The following season, 65-66, they won the E&SB League Cup after beating
Whitton United 3-0 and were runners up in the E&SBL in 66-67. 1967-68 saw Witham just miss out on their second
League Cup honour when they lost 3-2 to close rivals Tiptree United in the final. 

In 1970, the club was finally offered its present ground at Spa Road, although the move did not happen until after the end
of the 1974-75 season due to the allocated plot being under cultivation. The last game at The Park ground was a 1-0 win
against Basildon United on the 19th April 1975. In the meantime, Witham Town again won the Essex & Suffolk Border
League (in 1970-71), and were invited to become founder members of the Essex Senior League and were the inaugural
Champions in 1971-72, pipping Billericay Town to the title by just one point. Witham went on to spend more than 15
seasons in this league, usually finishing in the top half of the table. 

In 1981 Witham won the Essex Senior League Cup by defeating Sawbridgeworth Town 4-2 at Chelmsford City’s New
Writtle Street ground. The mid 1980’s provided several top 3 finishes including runners-up in 1984-85 and 1986-87, with
the Championship being won for the second time in 1985-86. March 1985 saw the Spa Road grounds’ new floodlights
‘officially’ switched on in a friendly versus Colchester United. 1986 saw more success as Witham won the Essex Senior
Trophy, defeating local rivals Heybridge Swifts 3-2, after extra time. 

During the following 1986-87 season Town enjoyed their best run in the FA Vase when they reached the last 16 (the 5th
round), before losing 2-1 at home to Falmouth, and they also secured the Harry Fisher Memorial Trophy (the predecessor
to the Gordon Brasted) after beating Sawbridgeworth Town in the final. This good run of form in league and cup
competitions again led the club to seek a higher level of football to play at. They applied to join the Isthmian League and
this was accepted in 1987.

HISTORY OF WITHAM TOWN

8
@aveleyfc @AveleyFC Aveley Football Club Millers TV



Their first match in the Isthmian League (Division 2 North) in 1987-88 saw Witham win 6-0 at Ware which ended with the
club finishing in 7th place. During this time, former Southend United manager Steve Tilson started his career with the club
before moving on to the Shrimpers as a player. 

The end of the 1990-91 season would see the two Isthmian Division 2’s (North and South) ‘de-regionalise’, therefore
making a top half finish imperative if Witham were to retain their Division 2 status and avoid the drop into what would be
the next seasons new Division 3. Back in the mid-90’s there was no 2nd tier to the Conference so this was their best
finish at what was then Step 4. Unfortunately, this could not be built upon and Town were relegated at the end of the
1999-2000 season to Division 3 after 13 years in Div 2. The next few years saw further restructuring of the Isthmian
League culminating in a runners-up spot in Division 2 (formerly Div 3) at the end of 2005-06 as Witham took their place the
newly formed step 4 Division 1 North. A goal difference of just +1 separated Witham from Brook House and 3rd place. 

At the end of the 2008-09 season Witham Town finished 21st out of 22 teams consigning them to relegation to the
Essex Senior League. Despite the obvious disappointment at being relegated the club had the chance to start afresh in
the same league where their senior aspirations were initiated back in 1971. 

As the 2009-10 season drew to a close, and on the back of eight straight wins, Witham earned the necessary point on the
last game of the season at Barkingside in a tense 2-2 draw that guaranteed runners-up position just ahead of Burnham
Ramblers. Unfortunately, this was not enough for Town to regain their spot in the Isthmian League. 

During the 2010-11 season, for the last 4 games, current manager Garry Kimble took over the reins as the club finished
third. In the following campaign, Kimble’s first full term in charge, Witham Town enjoyed what could arguably be claimed to
be their most successful season ever as they broke many long standing club records on the way to the Essex Senior
League title, last won in 1986, and therefore securing a return to Isthmian football.

The return to Isthmian level began in spectacular style as the club finished 4th in the Isthmian League Division 1 North and
qualified for the Play Offs only going down 3-2 to eventual winners Thamesmead Town. The club also retained the
Tolleshunt D’Arcy Cup beating Heybridge Swifts 4-0.

They went one better in 2013-14, finishing in their highest ever league position, runners up in the Isthmian League Division
1 North In the play-offs Needham Market were beaten 1-0 in the Semi Final and Harlow Town 3-0 in the Final as Witham
secured a place in the Isthmian Premier Division for the first time. 

A gallant attempt was made to compete at Isthmian Senior Level, but this proved too much for a club with limited
resources and the club were relegated in 2014-15. The next season was a difficult one as a number of key players moved
on following relegation and it was difficult to find a settled squad. With another relegation looking likely, it was time for a
management change. Garry Kimble left the club and a new management team was appointed, consisting of Adam Flint and
James Robinson, both of whom had spent time with the club previously. Relegation was averted and the club finished in
19th place.

Consolidation was the aim in 2016-17 and this was achieved with mid-table finish in 13th place, followed by 11th place in
the following season. At the end of the 2017-18, Adam and James moved on to manage Bishops’ Stortford. 

Mark Ashford became the new Witham manager before the start of the 2018-19 season. John Sussex and Kevin Wren
joined later as joint assistant managers. 

Mark Ashford resigned at the end of the season in which safety from relegation was only assured on the last day of the
season at Basildon.

Marc Benterman was appointed before the start of 2019-20 and needed to assemble almost a complete squad in a few
weeks to start the season. This was done and the club were in 15th place with 28 games played when Covid-19 caused
the season to be abandoned. Season 2019-20 only lasted until late October 2020. 

Marc began the 2021-22 season with a fairly young squad. Marc resigned from his role as manager in November 2021. 

At the time of writing Chris Taylor is in place as interim manager and applications for the manager’s position have been
invited.

HISTORY OF WITHAM TOWN
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The Millers gave full debuts to both Morisi Gelashvili and striker David Knight as Aveley defeated Witham Town 4-2 at

Parkside. 

We started the game on top, and inside ten minutes could’ve been awarded a penalty after Connor Witherspoon was taken

down inside the box after he made a run into the box, the referee waved away protests. A few minutes later we were

awarded a penalty,  Steve Sheehan was fouled in the box and the referee pointed to the spot. George Sykes stepped up

and powered it past former-Miller Rhys Madden in the Witham goal. Aveley 1-0 Witham.

The Millers continued to dominate the ball and it seemed just a smarter of time before we doubled our lead and on 22

minutes we did exactly that. After good work down the right-hand side shots from David Knight and George Sykes were

blocked it eventually fell to Alex Clark at the back post who fired home into the roof of the net. Aveley 2-0 Witham.

LAST TIME WE MET

WITHAM TOWN
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4-24-2
24/10/202024/10/2020

The visitors didn’t create much in the first half of the game but did manage to pull a goal back, Dan McCullock got in down

the left-hand side pulled it across to Usman Adenji who didn’t get a great connection on the ball, but managed to squeeze

the ball under David Hughes in slow motion to pull Witham within a goal of The Millers. Aveley 2-1 Witham.

We had a couple of decent chances to increase our lead in

the second half, Alex Clark came close but has his effort

deflected wide right of the goal. 

David Knight was lively as ever as his and George Sykes

partnership grew as the game went on as they connected

for George Sykes to be denied by Rhys Madden.

Half Time | Aveley 2-1 Witham Town.



We continued to carve more chances out as Freddie Gard, Mitch Gilbey and Alex Clark worked well together creating

efforts on goal. Clark was denied his second of the game after Rhys Madden finger-tipped theatrically over the crossbar.

Five minutes after that superb save we got our third of the match. Brilliant build-up football, from back to front which

ended with Freddie Gard playing a lovely reverse through ball to George Sykes who connected to find the bottom left-hand

corner. Aveley 3-1 Witham.

David Knight on his debut wouldn’t be denied a debut goal, two minutes after Sykes scored our third, David Knight finished

to score our fourth. Clark down the left centered to Knight who applied the finish to seal The victory. Aveley 4-1 Witham.

LAST TIME WE MET

WITHAM TOWN
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4-24-2
24/10/202024/10/2020

Former-Miller Dan McCullock was then shown a red card after receiving two yellow cards in quick succession.

It was so close to being five for Aveley as David Knight searched for his second goal of the game, he took a touch and

curled towards the bottom left-hand corner but his effort cracked the left-hand post and bounced to safety.

With five minutes to go the visitors pulled a goal back, a free-kick in from the right-hand side of the pitch come to David

Hughes who saved it initially but Greg Akepele poked it home from close range. Aveley 4-2 Witham.

Full Time | Aveley 4-2 Witham Town.

Millers XI | David Hughes, Jason Ring, Morisi Gelashvili, Connie Witherspoon
(Jack Mochalski 75), George Allen, Steve Sheehan, Mitchell Gilbey, 
Freddie Gard, George Sykes, David Knight, Alex Clark (Alex Bragg 80).

Unused Subs | Bradley Sach, George Winn, Jack Chanwer.

Witham Town XI | Rhys Madden, Billy Willis, Liam Whipps, Nathan Okoye, Kye
Jude, Joe Mackenzie (Jordi Papple 75), Unman Adeniji (Declan Nche 64),
Julian Simon-Parson, Greg Akpele, Oliver Bell, Dan McCullock.

Unused Subs | Elliott Capel, Charlie Portway, Khadean Campbell.



LEAGUE TABLE
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LEAGUE FIXTURES
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SATURDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 2021
AVELEY VS WITHAM TOWN

BARKING VS STOWMARKET TOWN

BASILDON UNITED VS ROMFORD

DEREHAM TOWN VS COGGESHALL TOWN

HASHTAG UNITED VS GRAYS ATHLETIC

HULLBRIDGE SPORTS VS AFC SUDBURY

TILBURY VS HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS

MONDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 2021
HASHTAG UNITED VS AFC SUDBURY

SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER 2021
AFC SUDBURY VS BARKING

BURY TOWN VS BASILDON UNITED

CANVEY ISLAND VS DEREHAM TOWN

COGGESHALL TOWN VS MALDON & TIPTREE

GRAYS ATHLETIC VS TILBURY

GREAT WAKERING ROVERS VS HASHTAG UNITED

HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS VS HULLBRIDGE SPORTS

ROMFORD VS FELIXSTOWE & WALTON UNITED

STOWMARKET TOWN VS AVELEY

WITHAM TOWN VS BRENTWOOD TOWN

TUESDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2021
AFC SUDBURY VS CANVEY ISLAND

BARKING VS BRENTWOOD TOWN

GREAT WAKERING ROVERS VS BURY TOWN



AUGUST FIXTURES 
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SEPTEMBER FIXTURES 
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OCTOBER FIXTURES 
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NOVEMBER FIXTURES 
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DECEMBER FIXTURES 
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JANUARY FIXTURES 
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FEBRUARY FIXTURES 
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MARCH FIXTURES 
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APRIL FIXTURES 
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2021/22 MATCHDAY SPONSORSHIP 

aveleyfcmedia@gmail.com

07946438540 



FOLLOW AVELEY AWAY
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SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER 2021

3PM KICK OFF
SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB GROUND, IP14 1JQ

By car: (heading along A14 towards Bury St Edmunds):

Exit at junction 49 signposted Haughley/Stowmarket. Take a

right at the roundabout, over the A14 and then the second exit

(the first one is no entry), towards Stowmarket. Follow the road

all the way until you go under the A14 and reach another

roundabout

By car: (Heading along A14 towards Ipswich): Exit at junction

49 signposted Haughley/Stowmarket. Take the second exit

towards Stowmarket. Follow the road all the way until you go

under the A14 and reach another roundabout. At this

roundabout take the first exit and you will see the club to your

immediate left.

By train: Stowmarket is served on the mainline Norwich to

London Liverpool Street service and is also served by local

services running from Ipswich to Cambridge and Peterborough.

Where to Park: They have a car park at the ground which is free

to use, but if it is full on a matchday we advise you to use the

car park at Floor Dimensions Ltd (IP14 1JF) which is also free to

use and is just a short walk to the ground. 



FOLLOW AVELEY AWAY
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SATURDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2021

3PM KICK OFF
BURROUGHS PARK, SS3 0HH

By Train:

The nearest station is Shoeburyness which is on the line

from Liverpool Street and Fenchurch Street. From there it is

a 10 minute cab ride to Great Wakering. Aviva also run the

bus routes 4 and 4A from the station to the village.

By car:

By car you will probably come into Southend on the A127 or

the A13 where you come onto the A127 at the Rayleigh Weir

roundabout. Follow the directions for Southend Central

(traffic on a Saturday is normally awful so allow extra time).

At the roundabout for Southend Airport (the left hand turn),

go straight on onto the A1159. Take a left at next

roundabout onto Eastern Avenue and then straight over at

the next three roundabouts. At next one take a left s/p

Great Wakering. Straight on at next one and then follow road

as it bears around to left into Star Lane. At end of this road,

take a right at roundabout in the High Street. Over next

roundabout and the lane to reach the ground is 200 yards on

your left hand side, next to a small church. There is parking

at the ground.



MATCH PHOTOS
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Today’s mascots are GFA Loughton u/10 Reds who play in the Italy division of the Echo Junior

Football League.

A warm welcome to Charlie, Charlie, Eduard, Reece, Toby, Eddie, James, Abhishek, Marcus, Henry,

Oliver and Raahil.

The team is managed by Steve Paulin and Danny Hall, and coached by Robbie Box. 

The majority of the boys have been at the club for three years, and have welcomed new players each

season.

This season they are performing well and showing great attitude.

They are a great group of lads who really enjoy their football, and always give their best efforts at

both training and on match days.  

Keep up the good work boys!

TODAY'S MASCOTS

GFA LOUGHTON U10 Reds
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DAVID HUGHES (GK)
RYAN SCOTT

JONATHAN NZENGO
JASON RING

GEORGE ALLEN
HARRY GIBBS

MAKHOSINI KHANYE
NECATI GENCH

HARRY DONOVAN
OSCAR SHELVEY

CONNOR WITHERSPOON
SHAD NGANDU

TOM SALTER
KOBY YEBOAH

ALEX CLARK
MARLON AGYAKWA

JON BENTON
BRENDON SHABANI
MANNY OGUNRINDE

GEORGE SYKES
ALEX AKROFI

JOSEPH CHIDYAUSIKU

RHYS MADDEN (GK)
LUKE IGE

JACK NOLDE
ROKAS JANILIONIS

BILLY WILLIS
JOHN ADEBIYI
FLAVIO JUMO

CALLUM MATTHEWS
ADAM VYSE

ADAM CHENITI
SUAIBO BALDE
LUKE STANLEY
GREG AKPELE

AHMED MOHAMMED
KAHLIL KIRWAN-MEADE

JORDI PAPPLE

MANAGER: DANNY SCOPES

BLUE SHIRTS

BLUE SHORTS

BLUE SOCKS

MANAGER: STUART BOARDLEY

WHITE SHIRTS

BLACK SHORTS

RED SOCKS


