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Hockey for Heroes 
 

We are a group of hockey players with a strong military connection who support Help 
for Heroes Charity by raising both awareness & funds on their behalf. 

 
 

 
Our Mission 

 
To work in conjunction with our charity to provide support for all our injured service 

personnel. 

 
 
 

Our Vision 
 

To engage with all hockey clubs & organisations to promote Help for Heroes Charity 
through our sport. 

 

 
 

Our Values 
 

Hockey for Heroes has four main values of which we expect all squad members to 
adhere to at all times: 

 
 

 Professionalism 
 

 Teamwork 
 

 Honesty 
 

 Integrity 
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Introduction 
 
Hockey for Heroes was the brainchild of close friends Carl Woods & Gary Ryder 
both of whom have served a combined 17 years in the British Army, sharing a real 
passion for the military and for their chosen sport, hockey. During the summer of 
2012 they decided to create an event that would not only raise funds for a chosen 
charity but awareness too, Help for Heroes Charity seemed a perfect choice for this. 
It didn’t take them long to merge their two passions together and shortly afterwards 
Hockey for Heroes was born…… 
 
Carl & Gary then set about creating a unique event that would be both physically & 
mentally demanding for all who would take part and also build a hockey squad that 
would have the necessary aptitude & attitude to complete the challenge. They relied 
heavily on their contacts both within military circles & hockey clubs across the UK 
and slowly but surely H4H 2013 Challenge took shape. 
 

 
H4H 2013 Challenge    

Hockey for Heroes 2013 consisted of twenty male players & support staff from nine 
different hockey clubs, we travelled over 700 miles and played 23 hockey matches 
against both military & civilian teams, over 8 days (14th - 22nd June) with the aim of 
promoting the game of hockey and our charity.  

As a squad we managed to raise over £20,000 for Help for Heroes Charity and 
establish strong links to all clubs, sponsors, organisations that were involved in the 
project.  

 

Post H4H 2013 

It was clear after the tour had finished that we had created something quite special 
and that there was a huge demand from many different people & organisations for 
us to continue Hockey for Heroes as a long-term venture. 

Individuals, hockey clubs & other organisations had heard about what we were 
doing and word started to spread rapidly throughout the hockey world of our 
exploits. We were actively encouraged to continue the project and help it grow in 
stature and create a unique group of hockey players that would represent Help for 
Heroes. 

 
Help for Heroes 
 
Help for Heroes was founded by Bryn & Emma Parry who wanted to support injured 
service personnel after a visit to Selly Oak Hospital. They intended to build a new 
state of the art swimming facility at Headley Court (the Defence Medical 
Rehabilitation Centre). But because of legal restrictions it wasn’t possible to channel 
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the money raised via existing service charities for a capital building project so a new 
charity had to be formed and Help for Heroes was launched 1st October 2007. 
 
In August 2014 an agreement was reached with Help for Heroes Charity were that 
Hockey for Heroes would become part of the charity as a standalone hockey project 
but still fall under the H4H Group Brand. 
 

 
H4H Main Sponsor - Barrington Sports 
 
Barrington Sports have been involved in Hockey for Heroes since it was formed and 
contributed their support and equipment as part of H4H 2013 event. 
 
Once Barrington Sports were made aware that we intended to continue the project 
beyond 2013 they immediately contacted us to offer their full support and as such 
are now Hockey for Heroes main sponsor. 
 
Following the meeting with Help for Heroes in London (Aug 2014) a commercial 
partnership was created for Hockey for Heroes via Barrington Sports & Help for 
Heroes. This partnership will now ensure that Hockey for Heroes has a sustainable 
future through the backing of a major sports retailer.  

 
 
H4H – The Future 
 
After discussions with all the squad members, sponsors & Help for Heroes we have 
decided to plan the future of Hockey for Heroes in two main areas: 
 

1. To help & support all hockey clubs across the UK – This can be in the form of 
exhibition matches, promotional events and even to support other charities 
besides our own. This will be done throughout the year and will not only 
support others but will increase our profile. 

 
2. Every two years we will undertake a major hockey related project to raise both 

awareness & funds for our own charity. 
 
It was also clear that we needed to embed a solid structure to Hockey for Heroes to 
help cope with the demand on our services and the growth of the project. We like 
any other organization have both a Management Team and a Senior Management 
Team that oversee the day to day running of Hockey for Heroes. 
 
This ensures we can deal more efficiently and more professionally with all our 
stakeholders and this helps us guarantee that everyone who interacts with us has a 
real positive and rewarding experience.  
 
It is important to us that you as a potential sponsor or partner of Hockey for Heroes 
are rewarded for your support and we have a dedicated team within the group who 
will actively promote your involvement with us via all our social media outlets, media 
communications & branding. 
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H4H 2015 Challenge 
 
Since February 2014 we have been planning our next challenge and this is now 
firmly in the diary for May 2015. 
 
The challenge is unique in the fact that it will be both extremely mentally & physically 
challenging for the squad and nothing like this has ever been attempted before by 
anyone. The squad will not only be playing a huge number of hockey matches, they 
will also be climbing the UK’s three highest peaks. 
 
The challenge consists of: 
 
 Men’s Team (26 players from 20 different hockey clubs) 
 33 Games of Hockey 
 3 Peaks Challenge (Scafell Pike, Ben Nevis & Snowdon) 
 Over 10 days (1400 miles) 
 Playing both Military & Civilian Teams 
 Trying to raise over £30,000 for Help for Heroes Charity 
 Thursday 21st May – Saturday 30th May 2015 

 

 
Fundraising 
 
Each individual squad member has been set specific targets to reach in terms of 
their personal fundraising target and this is part of their tour requirements. We intend 
to raise more funds via the public & sponsors and these will help us to reach our 
target of £30,000 minimum. 
 
We have a dedicated giving page which is linked directly to Help for Heroes charity: 
 
www.bmycharity/H4H2015  
 

 
Sponsors 
 
Barrington Sports are our main sponsors and we are working closely with them to 
design & produce a line of Hockey for Heroes clothing & merchandise that can be 
worn my all squad members and which will also be available to be purchased by the 
general public to generate profit for the charity. 
 
We are also establishing partnerships with major UK & International companies so 
we can display their brand logos on our kit, this sponsorship will generate substantial 
funds that will go direct to Help for Heroes via our giving page. 
 
Taking into account that Hockey is the second most played sport after football we 
envisage huge sales of our replica kit, this in turn will ensure that our sponsors will 
have their brand seen all across the UK.  

 

http://www.bmycharity/H4H2015
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Partnership – Your Company 
 
We offer bespoke sponsorship packages via advertising on our playing kit and on all 
our social media outlets. Hockey for Heroes will attract both local & national media 
coverage and we have high profile celebrities who will be supporting us and giving 
their time to help promote Hockey for Heroes. 
 
We are hoping to work with your company so you can become a partner of Hockey 
for Heroes and help support our charity, please contact Carl Woods for more details 
on how we can help promote this partnership and your brand. 
 

 
Partnership – You 
 
You as an individual can play your part too, you can donate via our giving page or 
direct to one of our squad members who have individual sponsorship forms for you 
to donate on. 
 
If you are donating via www.bmycharity/H4H2015 on behalf of one of the squad 
members can we please ask you to leave a comment on the page and reference the 
name/squad number of the squad member you are supporting?  
 
This will help us to record the personal fundraising levels of each squad member as 
we go along and this is important as the member who raises the highest fundraising 
total will receive a fantastic prize from our main sponsors Barrington Sports.  
 
 

Final Thought  
 
Although the main military operations across our armed forces have come to an end since 
our withdrawal from Afghanistan, we still have thousands of service personnel who are still in 
need of our help & support. 
 
Please play your part in ensuring we continue to look after and protect the men & women 
who have so bravely looked after us, some paying the ultimate sacrifice and many others 
who still carry the scars of war. 
 
 

Thanks 
 

Carl Woods 
 
Carl Woods 
Team Manager 
Hockey for Heroes 
07738090528 
carlwoods33@hotmail.com 

http://www.bmycharity/H4H2015
mailto:carlwoods33@hotmail.com

