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……..Calling at all stations to PURPLE SUCCESS

► CHAIRMAN’S REPORT– SARAH BELSHAM

Here we are again at the end of another
hockey season and what a tremendous
season it’s been!

We started out by introducing a ladies
4th XI to bring the club back up to 8
senior teams, the most in our history.
Emulating the men from a few seasons
ago and under the leadership of Crissy
Thorne the ladies 4th team has
developed out of a group of talented
U14 girls, an enthusiastic group of back
to hockey mums and a couple of
Crostyx stalwarts with a combined
hockey career of over 90 years! That
demonstrates the incredible team spirit
of Crostyx hockey club, a spirit that I see
week on week throughout the club.

Fast forwarding to the end of the season
and we have much to celebrate with 3
teams securing promotion. The men’s 1s
left it to the last game of the season and
a nail biting draw with local rivals
Wapping to win promotion to East
Division 1. The men’s 3s took it in their
stride playing in a new division and
finishing as champions to gain back to
back promotions, and the ladies 3s
secured promotion to Essex division 2
with a game still to play.

I regularly hear the team captains
commenting on what great support they
get from each other, the players and the
coaches which I believe is down to the
‘one club’ ethos that we employ as a
club and for which we should all be
proud.

As a club we’ve seen 8 senior teams
promoted and 2 new teams formed in
the last 3 seasons, a clear indication of
the quality of hockey being played by
all our teams as well as the young
talent we have coming through.

On the junior front our young players
continue to develop in every age
group, gaining technical skills from our
team of outstanding coaches as well
as learning valuable match play tactics
from the more experienced players at
the club. We have a very bright, very
purple future ahead!

We are as always extremely grateful to
the sponsors and benefactors who
generously support our club and thanks
go to Moby Golf and Foskett Marr
Gadsby and Head for their sponsorship
of our junior and adult sections.

Thank you to all our captains, coaches,
team managers, umpires, committee
members, supporters and of course the
players for making Crostyx the friendly
and fun club for which we are fast
becoming renowned.

Looking forward to seeing many of you
at the open day & junior awards in May
which looks set to be a great occasion.
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After several cancellations the most recent mini tournament was away at Hertford where the
boys put in some really great performances and have come on leaps and bounds as a group.

Victories in the first two games against Hertford and Bishop’s Stortford got us off to a great start
with two goals from Gus Peddy, one from Oscar Britt and two clean sheets.

Next up, Old Lought’s. What a crazy 12 minutes that was. Our boys soaked up wave after wave
of attack and some fantastic defending especially from Joshua Miller and Liam
Higgins backed up by the outstanding Alex Elliot in goal who must have made on average at
least 3 saves a minute gave us the draw we deserved. We had a quick counter attack towards
the end of the game by Iziah Duck and Gus Peddy which really would have been the icing on
the cake but it wasn’t to be.

We went into the fourth game with heads held high and took the lead against a strong Blue
Hornets side with Johd Johal scoring the goal on a second rebound, but a head injury to Gus
Peddy really disrupted the flow and impacted on the boys concentration and we were beaten
4-1.

In the final game the boys gathered themselves up to give it one last effort and were rewarded
when a slick pass from James Sparks set Iziah Duck on his way. Iziah beat a couple of players
and as the goalie advanced was able to slip the ball to the well placed Johd Johal who
eagerly grabbed his second goal of the day. After dominating the game with strong play once
again from Oscar Britt at the back and a starring role for Liam Higgins who slotted in really well
at central midfield for the injured Gus Peddy we were unlucky to concede close to the final
whistle and ended up with a draw.

Overall it was a great day for the boys who really played well together. It is encouraging for the
coaches to see how they have improved and how they are beginning to support each other.
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►U12 BOYS – NICK DUCK



3Did you know that Crostyx has some of the top umpire talent in the county and the
East region? 

These unsung heroes turn out every weekend to ensure the magic happens for all of 
us fairly and squarely. Often their decisions and opinions are called into question without 
an appreciation of their, by-necessity, rapid decision making processes.

So to assist players to better understand umpiring decisions that possibly go against them;
perhaps to influence play in their favour for the future and ultimately the challenge that is
the interpretation of the FIH rules (ED: which obviously all Crostyx umpires have read) the PR
team has taken the initiative!

For the first in an irregular feature in the newsletter (and a first for any club) we brought 
together a crack panel of the club’s most senior umpires to give feedback over the 
following actual in-play photograph:-

► It’s The Umpire’s Decision

This newsletter’s panel were: 

Kit Blockley (KB), Dave Matson (DM), Phillip Everett (PE), 

Paul Bewers (PB), Liam Ferns (LF) and  Frank Lockhart (FL).
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KB: I forgot my glasses – what does it look like DM? Which one is my tea?

DM: Players in Christmas hats on the goal line. That Murphy bloke is flying 

through the air. That mug is yours with the sugar

PB: Indeed the only protection they give is from being accused of being a party 

pooper at Xmas

PE: In February? Bit unseasonal surely. But I don’t see how the hats afford any protection 

under rule 3.3.6 clause 2

LF: They look like a bunch of S*&%$£ F%*&£@*! Wouldn’t happen in South Africa.

FL: Bit strong there LF but agree with your view

LF: Hold on - are we not the same person but I’m in reverse?

DM: So I agree with PE, there is no technical advantage gained from the wearing of 

Christmas hats. Are we agreed?

ALL: Agreed, Agreed.
KB: What hats?

DM: However I’m more concerned that Murphy has been using that new jet powered 

Malik stick from Morrants before its been FIH approved.

PE: well under 4.49.17 clause 63, at least one foot of the player should be in contact 

with the ground

LF: yeah, its not F*&%*$% Quidditch! That’s banned in South Africa

FL & KB : What’s quidditich?

PB: Can we wrap this up gents?

DM: So we are in agreement — Murphy should just be banned from playing 

or dropped to the M7’s to join Leel senior?

PB: Jolly good. Anyone like a drink?

Post publication news:
“A formal complaint has been lodged against this article by Guy Peddy, as 

Simon ‘Lofty’ Gilbert was busy complaining elsewhere.”

Continued from page 3…

The following is a true transcript of their deliberations:-
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► Social Media – ALYS ROWLAND

Crostyx Social Media accounts have grown from strength to strength
from a mere 550 followers and no Instagram account in 2015 to a
staggering 1067 and 363 followers on Twitter and Instagram
respectively.

The success and progress of the Social Media aspects of Crostyx HC
would not have been possible this season without the support of
volunteers which enabled posting to be relevant, current and most
importantly sustainable. Thank you very much to the below for posting
on behalf of Crostyx HC:-

Chloe Pollock, Ian Baldwin, Jake Burke, Kate Feldman, Katie Maxwell,
Katie Johnson, Lara Pollock, Rob Harrison, Rusty Smith, Vicks Berrill,
Vishal Mayo

Special thanks to the Junior Mums; Justine Baker and Emma Ferns for
their fantastic photography and inspiring posts.

Please contact Alys Rowland if you would like to get 

involved in supporting social media

for Crostyx

alys_rowland@hotmail.com
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First of all a BIG THANK YOU to 
all those people who umpired for 
Crostyx this season – both Crostyx
Adult and Junior matches and 
the matches in the Essex and East 
Region Leagues.

… and the winner for the
umpteenth year running was
Frank Lockhart with 24 matches
on a Saturday and many more
on Sundays. Thanks also to Neil,
Kit, Hugo, Syed, Liam, Helen,
Tweds, Murph, Nick, Guy, Lofty,
Buckers, Robin, Chris M and our
pool umpires Phil, Paul, Mark (and
me).

Congratulations to Guy and Syed
who passed their Level 1
assessments this year. This takes
our total number of active Level 1
Umpires to 20.

In case you think that’s enough
umpires – it isn’t. We have over
340 Crostyx matches per year
and we need to provide 2
umpires every week in to the
Essex and East Region Leagues.
So that works out at over 20
matches per umpire. Even if you
only umpire 3 matches a year
(thanks Lofty!) or umpire Junior
matches on Sundays it all helps.
More Women Umpires and more
1XI players are especially
welcome.

Our next Level 1 Umpiring Course is on
Sunday 17th August 2018 at Lee Valley. It
takes all day and costs £50 however the
club will re-imburse you if you umpire for
us (as well as offering £10 per adult
match). Our Senior Umpires Frank, Phil,
Paul and myself are available to provide
coaching. You can start umpiring at
age 14 and there’s no upper age limit!
Contact me if you are interested.

You can find more details on the England

Hockey website:

http://www.englandhockey.co.uk/landing.a

sp?section=1589&sectionTitle=Umpiring

There will be others next year. If you are

interested, please contact me:

David Matson - DavidmMatson@aol.com

Tel: 07951 458946 

► UMPIRES REPORT - DAVID MATSON

Frank umpired on the top umpiring panel

in England for many years and when this

finished he was offered a couple of

prestigious jobs in England hockey. He

turned them down, and decided to come

back to the East, then Essex, and finally

to Crostyx.

A source close to Frank told us that:-

“He’s never regretted that for one

moment!”

THANK YOU Frank for all your services

to Crostyx Hockey Club.

NEWSLETTER EXCLUSIVE…

“Frank Lockhart is RETIRING 
after 45 years of umpiring”
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► LADIES 3RD XI - SARAH GILLETT

Yes we did it - Promotion to Division 2!!

This season has been hugely successful for the Ladies

3's. We have won the majority of our games, with vast

numbers or goals and where we missed a win it was

always a close baHle . We have had some excellent

performances from our juniors who have been

instrumental in our success with their fitness and

enthusiasm. We have also had some great loyalty and

dogged determination from our more mature team

members who have provided much needed experience

and coaching along the way. We have

thoroughly deserved our promotion, we have worked

hard with heaps of enthusiasm and an incredible team

spirit.

We have been massively supported by our Coach Rusty

and a few others along the way helping us out, Rob,

Sophie and Vix to name a few. Thank you to all of those

who have supported us and helped us to

get promoted, not least to mention the help from the

other Ladies team captains. Also a special thanks to

Katie Johnston who has been an absolute star all season,

stepping in as VC and often running the side when I have

been away.

Our player of the season was Ruby James, who has

shown huge improvement and growth in confidence

throughout the season - an almost unanimous vote and

very well deserved. There have been so many great

performances over the season its hard to name all of

them but just to share a few; Lauren Bushman who

joined us at the beginning of the season has made a

great contribution and showed huge potential.

We have had countless moments of brilliance from

our up and coming players such as Lara Chick, Clara

Johnson and Anika Mayor to name just a few and

some great commitment from some of our team

who have made themselves available week in and

week out, thank you to Atie, Jessie, Katie, Gill and

Juliet to name but a few.

Other key and notable moments of the season are

worth mentioning. Juliet Drake has mastered the art

of goal celebration and if anyone wants to learn how

she does it so well please come along to one of our

games to see her scoring from a short - its a

sensational performance not to be missed. Justine

Baker has the most incredible golf swing, beware if

you dare to go anywhere near her shooting

and Saskia Murphy got a unanimous vote as best

team chatterbox and giver of any vital information,

she has been a source of all knowledge and has kept

us all amused all season, always bright and cheery, a

brilliant example of the essence of our team.

I could go on forever about our amazing team spirit, 

it really has been a pleasure to captain such a great 

group of players and watch our team grow in 

strength and enthusiasm throughout the season. I 

for one, am really proud of what we have achieved 

and oh did I mention - WE ARE PROMOTED !!

Sarah Gillett - L3's Captain

‘Most stylish team ever'

Helene Standring and Gill Woods were

joint top goal scorers and boy what a

lot of goals we have scored, earning us

the highest scoring team in the club

and in our league.

PROMOTED!!

Essex Division 3



This signalled a turning point for the
team and post Christmas they went on
to win 11 out of the next 11 games,
putting them 3rd in the table and
showing some brilliantly improved
team play.

With a number of games still left to
play in our league, we have finished
3rd in the table and will definitely have
promotion in the sights for next season.

Massive thanks have to go out to all
the players for playing even on some
horrid days and to the 3s players who
came to help out, often at short
notice. To Rusty for supporting and
coaching the team even when we
were playing like we'd never seen
each other before and to all the
umpires who have given up their time
to allow the games to happen.

9Essex Premier 

► Ladies 2nd XI – HELEN TAYLOR

This season has been a great winter
for the Crostyx ladies 2s team with
some brilliant wins (notably the
Southend win which was
accompanied with cheering
crowds) along with some
unfortunate losses.

The season started with a strong win
away against Wapping putting
everyone in high spirits and the
team managed to continue a great
away streak, however problems
occurred at home. It was November
before the team managed to get a
home win, with an epic 2-1
victory against Thurrock coupled
with a number of head injuries and
the squad going down to 11 players
after only 10 mins.
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Phew! The season’s finished – well not quite
for the juniors! As you’ll see from the junior
team reports, irrespective of results, it’s been
a fun packed season that I hope everyone
has enjoyed.

It’s been a very rewarding (and at times
chaotic!) first year for me, not least getting
to know the children but also meeting the
many parents who come along to support
us.

The first thing I want to do is thank my Junior
Managers. Most of them were totally new to
the role this year. Estee Moscow took over
the role of U16 Boys’ Manager and despite
a small squad, most of whom had GCSE
commitments, her organisation ensured we
have fulfilled our fixtures, without me having
to lift a finger! Rachel Murphy and Jane
Ridgway continued in their roles with the
U14G and U16G respectively, and the
highlights for these two were without doubt
wins over Old Loughts!

Mini hockey started the season with four
new Managers, 3 of whom were ex-Crostyx
1st XI players, and the other one, Clare
Nwofor, who started Back To Hockey last
year, is now a key member of our Ladies 4th
XI and managed our U12G this year (Clare -
I will be finding you even more to do next
season!).

Nick Duck has not just taken on the
manager’s role for the U12B but he has also
coached the boys regularly this year, so
they all have a brighter hockey future with
Nick to guide them.

Justine Baker and Suzy Haven, ably
supported by Andrew Delaney and
Stephen Leel, have got teams out at U10
level for every tournament this year, even
for all those that were eventually
cancelled because of the weather.

Then I have my coaching team, led by
Martin Foxall, who continues to coach
with the same dedication and
enthusiasm as he always has – thanks
Martin. He has been supported by many
coaches throughout the season, in fact
too many to list, but I do want to single
out those who have frequently and
regularly given their time to coach at
training and on match days. Without their
contribution we simply wouldn’t be able
to do what we do. So thank you to Rob
Harrison, Vicki Berrill, Katie Maxwell, Neil
Colton, Carla Preston, Nick Gillett, James
Buckingham and Andy Moncur.

In addition, the regular mini-hockey on
Saturday mornings wouldn’t take place
without our merry band of older juniors
who assist the coaches each week – so
thank you to Ruby James, Helene
Standring, Dimitri Amireh, Joe
Shepperson, Dominic Bury, Imogen and
Felix Murphy and James Preston. A big
shout out too to all the senior teams who
also provide players each week to
support us.

► Junior Co-Ordinator – JO EVERETT



11We have also been blessed with
umpires this year who have turned
out regularly across Essex and
Hertfordshire, despite the early starts
and cold weather – in particular
Liam Ferns, Paul Murphy, Guy Peddy,
Kit Blockley and Frank Lockhart.

There are a few more people who
you rarely see but put a lot of effort
into supporting the juniors: Anna
Lawes, our Fixure Secretary, who
books all our pitches, arranges the
opposition and ensures we know
where to be and when – thanks
Anna; David Matson, who is our
Umpire Liaison Officer - I thank him
for cajoling the troops when
needed; and I’d also like to thank
Russell Smith who organises all our
playing equipment and Trevor
Woolmer, our treasurer, who has not
yet said “No” to my new kit requests.
Our social media team of Stephen
Leel, Gill Woods and Alys Rowland
have hopefully kept you informed
and entertained with their updates
and pictures on our various
accounts, website and in the local
media – keep up the good work!

Has she finished with the ‘thank
yous’, I hear you ask, well – almost.
We have a tremendous sponsor in
Moby Golf whose significant
financial assistance, topped up with
donations from our Vice-Presidents,
ensures that we can keep our junior
hockey as affordable and as
accessible as possible.

If you haven’t been over to Moby
Golf yet – make sure you fit in a visit
during the upcoming holidays as
speaking from personal experience
it’s terrific fun for all ages! Thank you
to Kate Cooper and Simon Preston
for their continued support.

We have a hockey-packed summer
ahead with the World Cup being
played on our doorstep, and I
suggest you keep Sunday May 13th
free – as we have an exciting Club
Open Day planned, incorporating
the Junior Awards, with hopefully a
surprise or two up our sleeves to
promote the World Cup and Crostyx!
By the time this goes to print some 35
of our Juniors will have had an
fantastic morning at Lee Valley with
some of the Rio Gold Medallists.

Finally, there are 5 people who I
have saved until last for some
special thanks: Jane Ridgway, Carla
Preston, our Chairman Sarah
Belsham, Rob Harrison, and my
husband Philip (umpire, driver, kit
carrier and coffee provider
extraordinare!)– Thank you for
supporting me throughout the
season, as sounding boards, and
perhaps most importantly for the
sanity checks and the odd G&T that
have spurred me on!

If I have missed anyone it is not
intentional and if you’d like to see
your name in print next season –
drop me a line, give me a call – you
can hopefully see just how many
people are needed to run our
section and there is always more we
can do, the more help we get!

I hope all the juniors have enjoyed
the season as much as I have and
here’s to the next.....

Jo

Continued from page 10



‘Twas an unseasonably warm
September but Players returning
from university, long term injuries
and travelling the world meant this
was the strongest men’s 1st team
for a while and with Coach Ashton
and Kit-man Jezz Budd at the tiller,
we were feeling optimistic about
the seasons prospects!

Two wins from two against old foes
Bedford and Witham saw us top of
the league going into the
Halloween on lunar cycle. The next
two games brought us back down
to earth with two losses but we
were then unbeaten until
December and went into Xmas top
of the league.

Passions ran high as the season
kicked off again in January, but
assured performances throughout
Jan and Feb from the experienced
spine of the team, captain and
player of the season Dan Hunn and
Rob Harrison, coupled with prolific
scoring from the baby faced Jake
Burke up front meant that the
men’s 1s went into their final game
of the season against a dubiously-
staffed Wapping side at Lee Valley
under floodlights in a Tuesday night,
needing only a point to secure
promotion to the lofty heights of
East Div 1.
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►Mens 1st XI – JAMES LAWES

Due to an incredible level of support
from the side lines and a super-human
effort from all the players, we managed
to secure a 2-2 draw, and promotion
was ours at the third attempt.

Special mention must go to Andy
Gibbon this season who has attempted
to throw a total of 1’637 ariels... per
game. Despite a success rate of only
5.8% he has made us a much better
looking team.

PROMOTED!!
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► Ladies 1st XI – SOPHIE SMITH

The ladies 1st team started the season strongly winning a number of their opening
games convincingly, with new recruits bolstering an already solid team. A decline in
form saw the team stagnate mid season and drop to mid table. With mixed results
throughout the rest of the season, they finished 5th, 2 places higher than last season.

This year saw the introduction of our first South American international, Solé, who
made a real impact. We hope that this is a link that will continue in seasons to come.

The ladies will partake in the Old Lought’s summer league starting in May, ready to
build for the 2018-19 season.

Played 22
Won 11
Drawn 3
Lost 8
Goals for 61
Goals against 46
League position 5th (36 pts)
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► U12 Girls – CLARE NWOFOR

Well - what a season it’s been for the U12 girls! A huge group of girls have
shown their commitment and week in week out at training and they’ve been
available for tournaments through what has been a bitter winter. A great
performance at the Copperbox over the Christmas holidays was a real credit
to the girls at their first indoor tournament of the season.

We’ve seen an vast improvement throughout the season with the team
pulling together to get some fantastic results, including a very satisfying win
against OL’s! Charlotte Blair has been sterling in goal with a great defence in
front of her, Evie Norton, Madeline Cristina, Isabelle Price & Isla Nangle has
kept our goals conceded to a minimum.

We have been solid in midfield with Freya Murphy, Krystal Lewis-Lynn, Connie
McCullugh and Faith Nwofor optimising our chances to score and score they
did. Keira Ferns, Ruby McCullugh and Ioana Toderascu have scored goals in
some crucial matches which have made a real difference.

Some younger team members have stepped up, Hana Abel-Aziz, Marisa
Silapasoonthorn, and Charlotte Campbell have made their debuts as well as
new members Kiera Matthews and Lucy Fox making a quick impact on the
teams performance.

The girls have had a great season and really enjoyed their hockey thanks to
their sponsors Moby Golf and especially their coach Katie Maxwell who
always injects fun into their training and brings out the best in the girls.
Looking forward to next season where many more of the younger squad will

be ready to step up to the fore, keep up the good work girls!



!
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Essex Division 5

► Ladies 4th XI – CRISSY THORNE       

The ladies 4s came into existence this
year made up of “back to hockey
mums” a number of U14s and two
experienced players in the shape of
Barr and Jo. Despite the disparity in
ages, the team has gelled together
really well and this is reflected in the
results we have had. Having played all
our games we have 42 points having
won 14 and lost 6.

We have scored 91 goals with one
memorable 18-0 score-line. And
despite having a back four with a total
age of over 200, (which adds up to
more than all the U14s put together)
we have only conceded 22. Leaving
us with a goal difference of 69. Our
top scorer was Charlotte Peters with 14
goals closely followed by Kiera Murphy
with 13.

We are currently 3rd in the table
although the team in fourth is only 5
points behind with two games in hand.
However, they do still have to play the
second placed team so fingers
crossed!

These great results are in no small way
due to Jo’s unique team-talks inspired
by Nigella, Antonio Carluccio’s
mushroom cookbook and the Hairy
Bikers.

Overall, the 4s have not only been
successful in bringing a number of
older ladies back to hockey but we
have also, over the course of the
season, brought through a very
talented group of U14s into senior
hockey. Altogether there are 5 “Back
to Hockey” mums and 9 U14s who
have debuted for Crostyx this season
as well as 6 players returning to the
fray after an extended break.

Our last game of the season
had a real family feel to it
with 4 sets of mothers and
daughters playing together;
there were two Thornes, two
Gilletts, two Sheppersons
and three Johnstons! At the
club supper, Sarah
mentioned that Crostyx is
like a family; on this
occasion the Ladies 4s was
almost entirely made up of
family members!
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Six of Crostyx’s U16 boys made history with Forest School
by being the first team from the school to reach the
Indoor National Schools Finals. They impressively won the
East Regional Finals at the University of Essex on the 7th
January with 4 wins and 1 loss, qualifying them for the
next round.

The National Finals were held at Whitgift School, London
where all the best hockey schools in the country
gathered to compete. The opposition was very tough
and the team fought hard in every game but, at the end
of the two days, they came away with 1 win and 3 losses
which was unfortunately not enough to reach the semi-
finals. However, this was a great experience for the boys
and hopefully they can build on this achievement into
future competitions, for club and school.

Crostyx players involved were: Dominic Bury, Tom Holden,
Liam Dolden, Videsh Weerakkody, Akshay Palaniappan
and Will Amos.

► U16 Boys Indoor – DOMINIC BURY
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► U10 Boys – SUZY HAVEN

The boys were scheduled to have 8 tournaments this season, 

however only half of them took place due to the adverse 

weather conditions.

We have a large squad of 15 boys who played over the season. 

For some, it was their first year. The older and more experienced 

boys helped the younger ones in the team, and this exposure 

and participation has helped improve every ones hockey skills.

The boys had a mixture of results but many of the boys will still 

be U10 next year.

Well done to fantastic goalkeeping skills to Joe and Zac. Top 

defending to Joseph, Ralph, George, Edward, Matthew and Sam. 

Amazing speed to the forwards, Oscar, Kyran, Rayyan, Monty, 

Gus, Ibrahim and Archie.
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► Mens 3rd XI – SIMON ‘LOFTY’ GILBERT

CHAMPIONS!!

We missed out on being champions by goal difference last year, so this
season, in the higher division, it was all about consolidation.
We started off with a defeat at home and thought a tough few months
was ahead. However , we then went to Braintree and won 6 - 0 : they couldn’t cope with
our pace up front and so our season was off and flying.

We always set out each week to enjoy the game uppermost in our minds but pass
completion percentage (PCP) was a mantra not far behind : quick passing , support
movement and pre scanning several moves ahead followed .
One would think that the skipper thought far too much about the games ahead,
opposition strengths etc and attempted to pass on a few years experience to his fellow
players.

Anyway , how about some stats …….

37 players used with 262 caps (average caps per game of 11.91)
11 players with 10 or more caps.
68 goals scored ( 3.1 per game)
Top scorer Vishal Mayo (24)
27 goals conceded (1.22 per game)
6 clean sheets
4 goalies used
4 yellows(no names !)

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those that played this season, the team spirit
has been exemplary , it has been an absolute pleasure.
Thanks to Vishal for being a great vice captain.

Oh, and by the way …….WE WERE CHAMPIONS !!
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COACHES CORNER

I would firstly like to thank all the captains for

their hard work they have put in this season, and

over the three seasons I have been at the club.

The 1st team have responded to the coaching

over this period. They are now able to compete

for the top positions in our league.

On Tuesday the 27.3.18, we played our last

game against Wapping at Lee Valley. With great

support from club members, we drew 2-2 to

secure promotion.

The 2’s were promoted the last 2 seasons. They

have competed well this season in their new

league, having some great results. They should

end up middle of the table.

The 3’s have had a great season under the

leadership of Lofty, the team have been a

reflection of his drive and desire to win.

Congratulations to him and his players on their

promotion.

The 4’s have forged a head under the watchful

eye of Andy. Andy is always looking to push

young players to the next team. This is not an

easy job and Andy deserves a special mention.

Have a great summer

► Men’s Section – STEVE ASHTON

Another season, another big step forward for the

ladies in purple. 2017/18 is my fourth year as coach

for the Ladies Section and it has (arguably) been

our best season yet. Starting with the introduction

of our fourth team and powered by an increasingly

effective and exciting junior section, we have

enjoyed a depth to our playing membership which

has previously been unmatched and this season

has seen all four teams perform brilliantly and, to a

team, achieve improvements on last years' league

positions. If I am any judge, I believe a realistic

target for 2018/19 would be to see at least three of

the four teams achieve promotion.

To illustrate the point, I thought I would share a

few interesting facts:

(1) On 11th November 2017, our first team fielded

a squad of 13 containing three players from our

U16s - Courtney Ferns, Immy Murphy and Lucy

Leel. Prior to last year I believe our Chairwoman

was the last U16 to play first team hockey... in

1988! Courtney, Immy and Lucy all made

meaningful contributions to an emphatic victory

over Chelmsford – amazing!

(2) During 2017/18 season, 26 different players

have represented our first team in league fixtures.

This number doesn't include 2 regulars in Donna

Blockley and Annie Redmond, who had to assume

the role of supporter for this season. Perhaps even

more exciting is that of the 26 players to play,

which includes 3 GKS, 10 of the remaining 23

players scored! As you would expect, this huge

squad included a healthy mix of juniors, uni girls

and those busily working on the next generation

for the purple

train.

► Ladies Section - SIMON BLOCKLEY
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LADIES SECTION 

Continued from page 19

(3) Thanks to our amazing social media team, we

attracted interest from an Argentinian legend

during the first half of the season. 7000 miles and

a month or two later, Sole Gimenez arrived at the

Wells. Sole is a class act and the fact that players

like that show an interest in representing our club

tells me we must be doing something right!

Massive shout out to Rob Harrison for the

generous hospitality and support he gave Sole

during her time with the club.

And finally, at the risk of sounding soppy, in my

opinion the ladies section has never felt so

together. Soph Smith has been a superb club

captain and every player, at every age group (1s

to 4s; juniors to vets) wants to play for the club

and not a team - not a clique in sight - that is a

massive achievement and all credit must go to

the consistency in approach and comms from the

committee, captains and coaches.

The future is truly purple... and I for one can't

wait for next season!

It’s been an eventful season which has seen me

take in all corners of Essex supporting the ladies

2nd XI led by Helen Taylor, 3rd XI marshalled by

Sarah Gillett and Katie Johnston and our newly

formed 4th XI where Chrissy Thorne has done an

amazing job as Captain.

The 2nd XI had an up and down first half of the

season, some impressive results against teams at

the top of the table such as Wapping, Chelmsford

and Thurrock but with a few too many points

dropped against the leagues lower sides. With

standout performances all over the pitch, the

opportunities given to some of our U16s and the

whole side successfully adopting a new playing

system, the ladies 2s are currently on a 10 game

winning streak and are undefeated in 2018.

Our Ladies 3rd XI have taken their league by storm,

finding themselves top of the league with a few

games to go. A fine blend of experienced heads

who have definitely ‘still got it’ and U16 players

brimming with talent has made them an exciting

group of players to be around.

In their first season, the ladies 4s have been going

from strength to strength. A mixture of some club

stalwarts; special mention to Jo Everett and

Caroline Barr, our back to hockey mums and a

promising group of our U14s has seen the team

grow in confidence week on week. A solid top four

finish is something to be

really proud of.

Training numbers have been strong across the

ladies section with lots of energy and enthusiasm

shown by all involved.

It’s a great time to be part of a ladies section that

has seen a real step change this season, taking it to

the next level in all areas which is down to every

coach, captain and player involved. I look forward

to helping all of our ladies teams grow in ability

and confidence over the coming months in

preparation for next season.

► RUSSELL ‘RUSTY’ SMITH



► Mens 4th XI – ANDY MURPHY

So, to cut to the chase; I think the 4s will finish

mid-table in joint 4th position. That’s a very fair

reflection of our team in this league this season.

The top two teams will be promoted and I’m

sure just like Plashet in years gone by they will

continue to rise through the leagues. Those

teams, by the way, are Tower Hamlets and

Wappings Elevens.

I’ve spoken before of how I thought at the

beginning of this season this team would be all

about the ‘yoof’ but it didn’t quite work out

that way and during the season I sometimes felt

that the average age of our team was

surprisingly high. However, now as I look back

at who actually played during the course of the

year I can see that we have sent three or four

young players on to the second team and a

couple to the thirds. All of them seem to be

comfortable at the higher level. I take that as

the greatest success of the season.

Second most is the introduction of new players

who appear to be enjoying themselves,

contributing on the pitch and becoming part of

the club.

Andrew Delaney and Liam Ferns play when 
they can and their families are involved in the 
club. Redbeard’s enthusiasm is infectious and 

the ‘Three Musketeers’ Barry Payne, Simon 

Preston and Stephen Leel have all improved 

greatly this season as well as having great fun 

taking the p**s out of me!

There will always be a place in the Fours for the

‘Legends’. Mike Bond, Kevin Foot and David

Matson all played regularly and gave great

support to the others around them. Tils, Colton,

Fulton, Moncur, Duck, Blockley all joined in at

times and shone when they played. All of the

above enjoyed seeing the progression of the

young players in our ranks. Matt Payne was

consistency personified and James Preston,

Dimitri Amireh, Rob Moncur, Felix Murphy all

caught the eye.

Personal highlights for me were;

every game playing with Felix, drawing

with Tower Hamlets and seeing the pain

it caused them, playing Brentwood in the snow

and sitting down with my team for a meal after

the match in the Wapping watering-hole; The

Prospect of Whitby, with the opposition,

altogether on one long table overlooking the

Thames. That’s the way to spend a Saturday.

I’ve been captain for two years. My motivation to

take it on was to help bring through a crop of

youngsters which has been successful. I only have

to look at my own son Felix to see the

progression that he’s made in hockey terms and

the fun he’s had with his mates; Rob, James,

Dimitri and Matt.

I believe I leave the Fours now in a stronger

position than when I took it on and I wish my

successor all the best in taking it on further.

That’s right, Captain Smurf is stepping down. My

aim for next season is to train every week with

the senior teams and play where selected. If it’s

for the Fours, then I will look forward to playing

with all my old muckers.

Before then there is Summer League to look

forward to, so expect a message from me soon!

I’d like to finish by saying a thank-you to all those

who do so much behind the scenes to make the

club function, including but not exhaustively;

Anna as Fixture Secretary, Sarah as Chairman,

David Matson as Umpire Secretary, Lofty for his

help during the season and all the umpires

involved in our games.

Finally, to all those who’ve played for the Feisty

Fours this season and made it so enjoyable, thank

you.

Captain Smurf
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► U14 Girls – NICK GILLETT

We have a really talented group of U14
G who try to play the game the right
way and with the right encouragement
and support could be key members for
the club in the years to come. With the
new influx of players next season the
future looks bright.

This season the U14 have seen some
amazing goalkeeping in Hana Ahmed,
sat behind a hardworking and organised
defence with Mia Malik, Cydney
Steadman, the pocket dynamo Ava
Lawrence, with Maddie Stewart and
Kate Dempsey working like trojans. India
Shepperson has turned defence into
attack and our controlling combative
midfield featuring the assured Lottie
Gillett, the athletic Sienna, Simran
Chadda who is everywhere and the
fantastically hard working and positive
duo of Georgia Moncur and Emily Harris,
who make every training season
entertaining.

I watch the development of Mia Hart
and Charlotte Peters with a sense of
pride both having the knack of being in
the right place at the right time who
benefit from the amazing skills of Kiera
Murphy and Emily Moss. When you have
players like Maddie Childs, Katie
Vallance and Amber Buthfer who set the
tone in terms of energy and execute a
game plan from the first whistle you
know you are always in with a great
chance in every game, a chance the
team have taken more often than not.

Aside from the coaching talents of Neil
Colton and Andy Moncur special
mention also goes to Rachel Murphy
whose team management skills are
always required, Paul Murphy for his
umpiring services and Rusty for his help
on match day. The assistance of these
people alongside the support of the
parents makes life a little easier and is
appreciated.

History will tell but this U14 G cohort may turn
out to be one of the most successful for
Crostyx HC over the next few years. There is
no end of talent and application but more
importantly the team spirit and the
integration into the wider club make this a
season to be proud of.

Coached by Neil Colton and Andy Moncur
we have seen a step change in the skills and
confidence of a number of the players
which has seen a significant number join the
ladies section and strengthen the 3rd and 4th

teams.
The league that Crostyx U14 find themselves

in is very strong and results early season were
hard to come by with Crostyx fielding a
team made up of two year groups against
our opponents who field the oldest girls they
can. A heavy defeat against Southgate
was the turning point as then the purple spirit
rose to the top with a real team effort to
beat local rivals Loughts 2-0.

After a little more expert coaching the return
fixture saw Crostyx dismantle Loughts in one
of the best and most assured performances
I have seen from a junior side running out 5-0
victors although it could have been
considerably more. To show how far we
have come in a season the last fixture was
against Southgate, a side widely thought to
be one of the best in the country and a
narrow 2-0 loss despite picking up 3 injuries to
key players rightly drew plaudits from the
supporters and opposition alike.

Special mentions go to Charlotte Peters who
has scored freely both in age group and for
the Ladies, Kiera Murphy who shows real
potential and is unstoppable on her day,
Lottie Gillett who has bossed the midfield for
both the U14 and Ladies 4XI, Mia Malik &
Cydney Steadman who look so assured at
the back and India Shepperson who has the
rare ability to play across numerous
positions. I would also highlight Kate
Dempsey who never ever gives less than
100% in every game she plays and is an
example to all. Recently we have also seen
Sienna, Maddie Childs, Mia Hart, Elise Orlrick
Small all make the jump to our ladies and I
am sure they won’t be the last.



23Dear Ed,

I found the club’s history in the latest newsletter an interesting read. However,

some archives have recently come to light from a house in Cambridge (owned

by a former chairman) which reveals that the club is much older than the 18th

century revival described in the newsletter.

A few years after the Roman invasion of southern England, a young centurion

named Marcus Tomas, sailed with his legion up the Thames and into the river

Roding, which in those days was navigable up to Ilford. Marcus had set off from

Rome some three years earlier and had made a fortune through Europe selling

a purple dye that he had discovered from crushing seashells.

On marching north into the grasslands of what is now Fairlop, he came across a

Celtic tribe called the Shelbournes. Marcus observed these people playing a

game not dissimilar to shinty which involved hitting a leather ball with wooden

cudgels, but which was really an excuse to beat the **** out of the opposition.

By far the most aggressive player was the tribe’s leader, a man called Nigel, who

Marcus approached and challenged his tribe to a contest against his legion. This

duly took place but the Roman engineers had developed far superior

equipment and were victorious. Following the contest, the Celtic women laid

on a magnificent banquet of sausages at which Marcus made a speech.

It had been unfortunate that during the contest some of the Celts had perished

and as their tribe were not acquainted with Greek mythology, he explained that

they had “crossed the Styx” to live in the underworld. He also awarded the

tribe a purple pennant and decreed that they could wear this colour “in

Perpetua”. A few days later, on moving further north, his legion came upon

another tribe called the young Loughts against who they also had a contest and

which they won easily. As the Loughts had been lesser opposition Marcus

decreed that only a quarter of their tribal wear could be coloured purple.

The archives do not reveal what happened to Marcus but presumably he

continued north and eventually settled in Cambridge. However, there is still

heard in the watering holes of Loughton an ancient saga that one day he will

return with the men from the Styx and again beat the **** out of the Loughts.

► POSTBAG



Crostyx ladies started their indoor league with two new captains –
both a little nervous about trying to make the league as successful as 
possible for the team.

It all started with a pre-league tournament in Norwich where everyone blew 
off some cobwebs and remembered the basics to come a respectable 4th 
position out of 8 teams. As the league started in Brentwood, the squad 
faced some late matches and longer drives for some members of the team.

A big thank you to everyone who has played at short notice but also those 
that have committed throughout the league. Regardless of who was 
playing, the team worked hard against their opposition to secure success. 
Solid defending from the back consistently denied opposing goals with the 
team trying their best to remember to get their stick as low as possible 
(easier for some than others!). 

Meanwhile, the Crostyx attack made use of big arcing runs and fast paced 
short corners and continued to increase their goal tally. Possibly the 
toughest match was against Upminster with all members of the team 
desperate to pull off a win. Players were composed and focused to ensure 
the basics were completed well, finally securing victory. 

To date, the team have won 5 matches, drawn one and are currently sitting 
at the top of the table. Congratulations must be given to Player of the 
Season - Sophie Smith, who is always eagerly available to play. Her indoor 
skill is second to none and the team has benefited greatly from her 
expertise. 

Crostyxwill play their last two matches this week against East London and 
Witham and hope to add two more victories to their results.
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► Ladies Indoor – CHLOE POLLOCK 



At this point I would normally expect the 
season to be over and the final statistics 
on the board but due to the weather with 
games still to play final positions are still 
unknown.

Following back to back promotions the Mens
2XI had a new set of priorities:-

1. Stay in the league
2: Develop as much young talent as possible 
and ensure a strong side for future years
3: Have fun!!

We finish mid table in the league, an incredible 
result as this league is seriously competitive and 
good. We beat a number of the top sides and 
played the Crostyx way although it has been 
tough.

We have Played 22 won 9, D 2 L11. Scored 52 
and shipped 67 gaining 29 points.

Not only have we done this but we have done 
this with a large number of young talented 
players coming through.

Rob Moncur in goal, Liam Dolden, Felix 
Murphy, Tom Holden, James Preston, Nathan 
Moscow, Max Wadsworth, James Inch, Hugo 
Standring, Ollie Betts have all featured heavily 
and are all under 18 so we can go on with a 
certain amount of confidence.

The still young but more experienced 
crowd of Joe Whitehead, Matt Rowland, Ian 
Baldwin, Harry and Fred Marshall, Tim Jolly, Jay 
Akbar and Tom Styles have bought experience 
and encouragement not to mention a degree 
of talent and cameos from Simon Blockley, 
Nick Duck, Demi, and Dickinson plus Ed 
Murphy have bought real flair at key times.

With the ever young Peddy Murphy and Gillett 
bringing the average age up and a land rover 
to away games it truly has been a team effort.

In terms of development this
season marks a change in
leadership with Tom Styles having
led the team for a fair proportion
of the season taking on the job
full time next year and myself being put
out to pasture after a successful and
enjoyable stint as captain.

One day you wake up and realise the
game is a bit quicker, the opposition a bit
younger and everyone a hell of a lot
fitter and it might be best to find
something else to do on a Saturday.

Stylo will lead the side
onwards and upwards
and I have no doubt
he will enjoy the support
of everyone involved.
For his contribution this
season I am very grateful.

Whilst there were many candidates for
player of the season and notable
mentions go to top scorer Matt Rowland,
Liam Dolden for his flurry of goals towards
the end of the season, (certainly one to
watch next year) Jack Dempsey for his
outstanding commitment in travelling
back form university to play and Joe
Whitehead for his all-round level of
performances it has gone to an
individual who has not only been
remarkably consistent this year but has
been a key member of the squad over
the last 3.

Harry Marshall has been outstanding in
the centre of midfield, his determination
and consistent, sheer tenacity and work
rate have earn’t him the respect of his
teammates and I think make him
incredibly worthy of the award.
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► Mens 2nd XI – NICK GILLETT
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U10 Girls – JUSTINE BAKER

The Crostyx U10 girls played their

first tournament of 2018 on 18

February at Saffron Walden. It

was a very cold frosty day but this

didn’t deter the U10’s!

The scores unfortunately did not

reflect the quality of play we saw

from the girls. Zara and Maya

showed real determination up

front. Willow, Roxani and

Clementine were also very strong

in defence, working very hard to

keep the ball away from the D.

Crostyx V Hertford 0-2 

Crostyx V Blue Hornets 0-2 

Crostyx V Saffron Walden 0-0 

Crostyx V Old Loughts 0-2 

Crostyx V Chelmsford 0-1 

Team:

Arabella Page

Maya Bottrill

Zara Ferns

Roxani Delaney

Clementine Pearson

Amelia Toderascu

Willow Balboa

Emy Frost

On 11 March the U10 girls

headed to the National Clubs

Competition - In2hockey County

Round at Redbridge Sports

Centre. The girls had a bit of a

shaky start loosing 3-0 to the Blue

Hornets but soon fought back on

the second match with a 1-0 win

over Waltham Forest. A cracking

goal scored by Maya.

This boosted their confidence as a

team and we saw some

wonderful hockey from Zara and

Willow. Clementine played her

first tournament in goal and

everyone was hugely impressed

with her superb saves. Arabella

page had a great match and

showed some real improvement

in defence. The girls had a strong

last match against a very good

opposition and Saskia worked

very hard down the wing.

Crostyx V Blue Hornets 0-3 

Crostyx V Waltham Forest 1-0 

Crostyx V Chelmsford 0-2 

Crostyx V Old Loughts 0-1 

Team:

Arabella Page

Maya Bottrill

Zara Ferns

Roxani Delaney

Clementine Pearson

Amelia Toderascu

Willow Balboa

Saskia Olaniran

On 25 March the girls headed

to Old Loughtonians. The girls

got off to a slow start, loosing

their first match 0-3 to

Hertford. As the tournament

progressed we saw the girls

hockey improve immensely.

Amelia had a great tournament;

scoring our only goal against

Saffron Walden. Clementine

had another wonderful

tournament in goal. A position

she is showing real strength at.

Maya played the last 3 matches

in defence and we saw some

exceptional tackles. Maya then

fed the ball up the wing to

Saskia who’s strength and

determination led to several

tries on goal. Unfortunately as a

team we just couldn’t quite

convert these to goals.

Crostyx V Hertford 0-3 

Crostyx V Saffron Walden 0-2 

Crostyx V Saffron Walden 1-1 

Crostyx V Old Loughts 0-1 

Crostyx V Chelmsford 0-1 

Team:

Zara Ferns

Clementine Pearson

Amelia Toderascu

Saskia Olaniran

Willow Balboa

Isabel Ducat

Roxani Delaney

Sienna



27► DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

Sunday 22nd April – AGM & VP’s Day
The Crostyx AGM will be held at 11am in the Tennis Room at the Woodford Wells
Club. All members welcome.
Please come and get involved

After the meeting, we will have the annual Vice President’s v Crostyx Club Mixed XI
on the grass at the Woodford Wells.

If you are interested in playing the match please let your team captain know.

All support welcome!!

Sunday 13th May – WWC Open Day & Junior Awards
The Woodford Wells Club are having an open day at the club to showcase the
individual sports that are on offer. Crostyx will be represented and all support is
welcome.

The annual Junior awards day will also be held at the Woodford Wells club on 13th

May. More details to be published shortly…

Please contact Jo Everett if you require any further information.

Friday 25th May – Crostyx Golf Society
The next meeting will be on Friday 25th May 2018. All Crostyx members past and
present are most welcome.

If you are interested in attending the next meeting please contact Jon on
jonsteward@btinternet.com
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Collect free donations for the Woodford Wells Club juniors every 
time you shop online with easyfundraising.org.uk 

There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a 
donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, M&S, Aviva, thetrainline
and Sainsbury’s and it doesn’t cost you a penny extra!

Follow these easy steps to start raising funds for our juniors

1. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/woodfordwellsclub/
and join for free
2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the 
site you want and start shopping
3. Or download the easy fundraising app from the App Store and 
shop from your tablet or phone
4. After you’ve checked out, the retailer will make a donation to 
WWC for no extra cost whatsoever!

There are no catches or hidden charges and the juniors will be 
really grateful for your donations, as it will go towards things like 
goalkeeping and coaching equipment that are essential for our 
game.
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► IMPORTANT CHANGES TO HOW 

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE PAID

WWC Membership Changes

The Club’s subscription year has always been April to

March but currently, if you pay via direct debit, you pay in

instalments from September to March.

As from 1st April 2018 you will pay 12 monthly

instalments, so the cost will be spread across the year

rather than 7 months, ultimately making it more

affordable for all.

If you wish to pay the entire sum at once you may do so

by cheque or bank transfer. Otherwise your direct debit

will change accordingly.

Please note that the amount you pay for the year will not

change, but that the direct debits are simply less but

more frequent.

For more information or any questions, please contact 
the Woodford Wells office on 020 8504 1954



30► ANNOUNCEMENTS

A big ‘Thank You’ to the 
Crostyx Whistleblowers

The following people have all 
umpired our club this season and as 
they never appear in match reports, 
our chance to say thank you is here!

Paul Bewers
Kit Blockley

James Buckingham
Neil Colton
Phil Everett
Liam Ferns

Simon Gilbert
Nick Gillett
Syed Jahan

Frank Lockhart
Harry Marshall
David Matson
Paul Murphy
Guy Peddy

Hugo Standring
Helen Taylor
Alfie Tedder

Mark Townsend
Emma Tweddle

Mark Townsend, Phil Everett, Paul 
Bewers and David Matson have also 
umpired on a weekly basis in the East 

and Essex Leagues on behalf of 
Crostyx.

THANK YOU!

“Congratulations 
to Donna & 
Simon Blockley 
on the birth of 
their son 
Albert…”

“Good luck to 
Anna & James 
Lawes on their 
impending 
arrival…”

“Good Luck 
to Dan Hunn 
& Laura on 
their wedding 
in May…”



Stephen Sayer died on 14 March 2018 aged 72.
At the age of 52 he was diagnosed with prostate
cancer and given 5 years to live. By fortitude,
optimism, faith and a refusal to give in, he lived
on for 20 years. He leaves a son and a daughter
and his devoted wife of 30 years Aileen. On
leaving Framlingham College he took articles
with Richards Butler, a well-known firm of city
solicitors later to become part of Reed Smith,
qualifying in 1969, a partner for 31 years, and a
sought-after legal adviser on national and
international commercial matters.

In 2004 he and Aileen moved to Muscat in Oman
where he opened Richards Butler`s office,
continuing to play a significant role in the British
and the Anglican Church communities there
after his retirement in 2014. Stephen and Aileen
returned to live in London in 2016 so that he
could undergo a course of chemotherapy which
was ultimately unsuccessful.

He excelled at sport: at Framlingham at the age
of 14 he was already in the College squash,
cricket and tennis teams, playing in each for four
years and captaining them all, whilst also
spending two years in the hockey XI. He played
four years in the Public Schools Tennis at
Wimbledon, was runner-up at the age of 14 in
the Public Schools under 16 squash tournament
(beaten by the son of the famous Hashim Khan),
and in his last year captained the Public Schools
squash team. Surprisingly to some he was also a
Company Sergeant Major in the school’s CCF.

After Fram he played 1st XI cricket and tennis for
Woodford Wells and hockey for Crostyx
alongside fellow OFs, Humphrey Truman, Robin
Anderton, his brother Richard, and Martin
Lamb. In those days you had to be an OF or
have a brother to get into the team –
Shelbournes, Pratts, Banners and Sayers
proliferated. Stephen played County
championship hockey for Essex, forming a
formidable full-back partnership with Robin

Anderton, and occasional squash for Essex. In
later years he played real tennis, at Hatfield
House and Queen’s and as a member of the
Jesters Club. Like all real tennis enthusiasts he was
a wine buff and generously insisted on the many
visitors to their London home depleting his UK
wine cellar. He could play any sport with ease,
croquet, table tennis, bowls, rackets, even golf,
although he did say he found putting on the
greens at Augusta a bit tricky.

His refusal to give anything less than his best
showed itself in all aspects of his life: he taught
and mentored a number of UK and foreign law
students, wrote articles on correct English usage,
authored a leading legal textbook on
international commercial contract negotiation.
He was a Freeman of the City, a liveryman of the
City of London Solicitors Company and a well
known figure at the Reform Club. He possessed
great energy, which fed his appetite for
everything: for books, for debate, for history,
archaeology, art, music, politics, but most of all,
for people.

He touched the lives of many people and will be
missed by a wide number of friends across the
globe, who will remember a faithful friend, with a
strong sense of humour and an interest in people
of all shapes, sizes and backgrounds.

Richard Sayer

A Thanksgiving Service will take place
at Southwark Cathedral at 14:30 on
June 5th.

Note - Please let Richard know if you are

planning on attending the service.
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► OBITUARIES

Stephen Sayer



One of Crostyx’s distinguished oldies died in Spain on January 17th. He had
recently remarried and moved with Melanie to Mojacar a year or so ago to
enjoy swimming in his pool, lots of sunshine and Rioja – not necessarily in
that order! Sadly, ill health soon took over and spoilt his enjoyment of Spain
and its attractions.

Jamie had never enjoyed very good health – in his teens at Felsted he had
suffered severe medical problems, which ruled out playing hockey and
cricket. But, the legendary Felsted Olympian, John Crockett, steered him
into umpiring and his ability in this area was quickly recognised on the wider
stage. He progressed rapidly through the hockey ranks, right to the top of
the East region. But for his physical limitations, he would surely have
progressed to international level.

His umpiring was strong, sensible and humane. He did it his way and was
hugely respected wherever he officiated.

At Crostyx, due largely to the number of Old Felstedians in the Club at the
time, he was a regular contributor, and always accompanied the team to
the prestigious Easter International Festival at Folkestone, where he was
held in universal regard.

We have seen little of him at Crostyx in recent years, but the older
generation will remember him with huge respect and affections.

“They don’t‘ make ‘em like Jamie anymore.”

Frank Lockhart
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► OBITUARIES

Jamie Keep



33► CROSTYX PHOTO BOOTH

Mens 3rd XI circa. 1901

2017 & 2018 Mike Pickthall
trophy winners

Our Junior Sponsor in 
action!

Dedicated snow 
clearers



“We would like to thank all our 

sponsors & spectators for their 

continued support throughout 

the 2017-18 season.”
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Have a great Summer!!


