
 

 

 

Enfield Ignatians Rugby Football Club Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Approved by the Executive Committee on 9/3/21 
 
Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults Policy 
 

1. Enfield Ignatians Rugby Football Club acknowledges its responsibility to safeguard from harm the 
welfare of all children and vulnerable adults involved in Enfield Ignatians RFC. 

 
2. Enfield Ignatians RFC confirms that it adheres to the Rugby Football Union’s Safeguarding Policy 

and the procedures, practices and guidelines and endorses and adopts the Policy Statement 
contained in that document. 

 
3. A child is anyone under the age of 18 engaged in any rugby union activity.  However, where a 17 

year old male player is playing in the adult game it is essential that every reasonable precaution is 
taken to ensure his safety and wellbeing are protected. 

 
4. The Key Principles of the RFU Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults Policy are that: 

 

 The welfare of the child or vulnerable adult (as appropriate) is, and must always be, 

paramount to any other considerations. 

 All participants regardless of age, gender, ability or disability, race, faith, culture, size, shape, 

language or sexual identity have the right to protection from abuse or harm. 

 All allegations or suspicions of abuse, neglect, harm and poor practice will be taken seriously 

and responded to swiftly, fairly and appropriately. 

 Working in partnership with other organisations, statutory agencies, parents, carers, children 

and young people is essential for the welfare of children and young people. 

 Children have a right to expect support, and personal and social development delivered by an 

adult appropriately recruited, vetted and managed in relation to their participation in rugby 

union, whether they are playing, volunteering or officiating in the community or professional 

areas of the sport. 

5. Enfield Ignatians RFC recognises that all children have the right to participate in sport in a safe, 
positive and enjoyable environment whilst at the same time being protected from abuse, neglect, 
harm and poor practice.  Enfield Ignatians RFC recognises that this is the responsibility of everyone 
involved, in whatever capacity, at the club. 

 
6. Enfield Ignatians RFC will implement and comply with the RFU Code of Conduct and the Codes of 

Conduct for Coaches, Spectators and Officials as appropriate.  Enfield Ignatians RFC will ensure its 
spectators, parents, members and officials are all aware of and have accepted the club 
Photographic Policy as set out in the club welcome pack and on the website. 

 
7. Enfield Ignatians RFC will endeavour to comply with the Guidance for Websites as set out on the 

RFU website and as appendices to this document. 
 
8. The Club Safeguarding Officer is Sue Linnane (07958 739 231).  If you witness or are aware of an 

incident where the welfare of a child or vulnerable adult has been put at risk you must in the first 
instance inform the Club Safeguarding Officer.  They will then inform the CB Safeguarding Manager 
and the RFU Safeguarding Executive.  If an incident involves the Club Safeguarding Officer you 



 

 

 

should inform Mick Collins (07540 426 410) and either the CB Safeguarding Manager or the RFU 
Safeguarding Executive.  

 
9. All members of Enfield Ignatians RFC who have a regular supervisory contact with children or a 

management responsibility for those working with children must undertake an RFU Enhanced 
Criminal Records Bureau disclosure and must also be ISA-registered in accordance with the RFU ISA-
registration Policy. 

 
10. Enfield Ignatians RFC will ensure that all its members, whether they are coaches, parents, players or 

officials will comply with the Best Practice Guidance as issued by the RFU.  In summary, the 
following are NOT acceptable and will be treated seriously by the club and may result in disciplinary 
action being taken by the club, the CB or the RFU: 
 

 Working alone with a child, children, vulnerable adult, or adults. 

 Consuming excessive alcohol whilst responsible for children or vulnerable adults. 

 Providing alcohol to children or allowing its supply. 

 Humiliating children or vulnerable adults. 

 Inappropriate or unnecessary physical contact with a child or vulnerable adult. 

 Participating in, or allowing, contact or physical games with children or vulnerable adults. 

 Having an intimate or sexual relationship with any child or vulnerable adult developed as a 
result of being in a ‘position of trust.’ 

 Making sexually explicit comments or sharing sexually explicit material. 
 
 

11. Enfield Ignatians RFC manages the changing facilities and arranges for them to be supervised by 
adults (RFU DBS checked) of the appropriate gender for the players using the facilities.  Enfield 
Ignatians RFC ensures that all its coaches, parents, officials and spectators are aware that adults 
must not change at the same time, using the same facilities as children or vulnerable adults.   

 
12. Enfield Ignatians RFC will ensure that its coaches and team managers will receive the support and 

training considered appropriate to their position and role.  The RFU “Managing Challenging 
Behaviour” Policy has been adopted and circulated amongst the club workforce both, voluntary and 
paid. 
 

13. Any training, fixtures or events organised by Enfield Ignatians RFC must comply with this Policy and 
if appropriate a Safeguarding Plan should be discussed and circulated to those affected.  Any tours, 
overseas or domestic, undertaken by Enfield Ignatians RFC must comply with the relevant RFU 
Regulations and Guidance relating to tours. 

 
 
This must be adopted in accordance with the club constitution. 

 
Signed:  Dave French (Chair) & Dave Hitchcock (Youth Chair) 
Date: 9th March 2021 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

APPENDICES 
 
Appendix A – Website Content 
Appendix B – Photos and Video 
Appendix C – Webcam and Live Image Streams 
Appendix D – Mobile and On-Line Communication 
Appendix E – Coaches Code of Conduct 
Appendix F - Parents Code of Conduct 
 
 
Appendix A – Website Content 
 
 

1. Content must be checked that is it appropriate to be seen by children, and that it does not have 
the potential to bully, before it is included on the website. Sometimes these decisions can be 
finely balanced. If there is any doubt, the text should not be included.  

 
2. The responsibility for checking content is allocated to the safeguarding officer, the website editor 

or the primary webmasters.  These individuals, all other webmasters and any other people with 
permission to post material on the website should be familiar with this policy. 
 

3. In the unusual circumstance that it is possible any content will go onto the website without being 
checked by someone else (such as a blog) the club will satisfy itself that the author is sufficiently 
aware of child protection risks, and the content of this guidance, to be able to self-checked 
effectively.  

 
4. If the club receives any complaints about content, it will remove the content in question 

immediately, and reinstate it only once the complaint has been resolved. The club will react 
quickly in the event of any complaint.   

 
5. Personal information about children over and above the child’s name should not feature on the 

website.  
 

6. Links to another website will not be placed on a club’s website unless that club has checked the 
site’s content and is satisfied that the content is appropriate.  
 

7. The content of linked sites should be checked thoroughly at least once every 6 months.  
 

8. If the club learns of any concerns over the content of the linked site, it will investigate 
immediately. Unless it is clear that there is no need for concern, the link will be removed 
immediately, and any decision to restore only made after the concern has been investigated.   

 

9.  If you have any concerns about the content, please contact Martin Baker (Website Editor) on 
07973 151 938 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Appendix B - Photos and Video 
 

1. Enfield Ignatians Rugby Football Club recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all 
young people in Rugby Union. 

 
2. As part of our commitment to ensure the safety of young people we will not permit photographs, 

video or other images including those taken via mobile phones of young people to be taken or used 
without the consent of the parents/carers and the young person. 

 
3. Enfield Ignatians Rugby Football Club will follow the RFU/RFUW guidance for the use of images of 

young people, 
 

4. Enfield Ignatians Rugby Football Club will take all steps to ensure these images are used solely for 
the purposes they are intended which is the promotion and celebration of the activities of Enfield 
Ignatians Rugby Football Club 

 
5. If you become aware that these images are being used inappropriately you should inform Enfield 

Ignatians Rugby Football Club 
 

6. The images may be published on the website http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/enfieldignatians/ 
 

7. If at any time either the parent/carer or the young person wishes the data to be removed from the 
website, the club safeguarding officer should be informed. 

 



 

 

 

Appendix C - Webcams and Live Image Streams 
 

1. The club will give careful thought to why it wants its website to stream images, what images it 
intends to capture, and how they will be presented.   
 

2. Any transmitted image stream should be pictures only, without sound.  
 

3. As far as possible, the images should be of groups of people, not individuals.  
 

4. The club should try to notify all visitors (both adults and children) whose image may be caught that 
a webcam is in operation. Usually this is through the use of prominent notices placed around all 
entrances to the area covered by the camera.  
 



 

 

 

Appendix D - Mobile and Online Communication 
 
Technology is moving very fast in this area. The following is guidance which should be applied to any new 
communication methods as they arise in the spirit laid out below. Mobile phones can be used for voice and 
text messaging, and most new phones incorporate cameras that take still shots and video. Two-way video 
calling is commonplace. Online communication can be by email, instant messaging and social networking 
sites, as well as products such as WhatsApp, Zoom and MS Teams for instant chat and video calling. Other 
products and methods will emerge. 
 
The risks posed by such methods of communication arise from:  

• The privacy. It can be one-to-one 

• The wide range of content that can be transmitted, including content of a violent, sexual or hateful 

nature 

• The ease with which images can be forwarded onto others (in particular inappropriate images and 

videos) 

• The difficulty in knowing truly who you are communicating with.  

 
There can be additional risks with sports clubs:  

• Inappropriate pressure can be exerted by adults, particularly coaches, on children (such as to play 

when injured)  

• There can be inappropriate criticism of a young player’s performance  

• An official position or role within a club, such as Coach, can carry with it a level of authority and 

engender a level of trust that facilitates the control of a child 

• Children may feel under pressure to behave in a way they are not familiar with in order to ‘keep up’ 

with team mates, or because they feel that certain behaviour is expected 

 
Against this background, Enfield Ignatians RFC will abide by all RFU guidance with regards to all 
communication including mobile and online communication with children and vulnerable adults, and will 
manage any information for them by the parents (or carer) of that child or vulnerable adult. Enfield 
Ignatians RFC will not directly contact a child or vulnerable adult directly by mobile phone, email, SMS, 
WhatsApp etc unless prior consent is given by the parent or carer.  
 
EIRFC Club Guidelines:  

1. All Age Group communications (for example fixture information, team selection) should be sent via 
a group message, or via the website. Emails or other e-massages (WhatsApp) can be sent linking to 
the website as a reminder to parents to check the website. Emails or other e-messages should only 
be sent using groups comprising of email addresses or contact numbers given by parents. 
Communication should not be sent to a child unless the parent is also copied. Such communication 
should only come from age group coaches or administrators as communicated to Parents, and 
listed on the website. Individuals must consent before they are included in the lists, and must be 
removed from the list if they wish to leave.   
 

2. Children and vulnerable adults must not be added to senior chat groups, regardless if that person 
plays senior rugby. Contact can be direct if the players parent or carer gives prior consent. For 
example if a 17 year old plays senior rugby the team captain should seek consent to send match / 
training details direct to the child and cannot add the child to a senior chat group. 
  



 

 

 

3. Other Online (Social Media) Services. No Club Member may initiate a social media outlet that is 
directly linked and intended to be used by Enfield Ignatians RFC members without the express 
permission of the Club Executive Committee or, for Mini or Youth matters, the respective Mini or 
Youth Committees. Administrators of social media outlets must ensure the content complies with 
the Website policy above (Appendix A). Further:  

o Twitter can be used for broadcasting information but must not be used for 1-1 (direct) 
messaging between adults and young people. Content must conform to the Website policy 
above (Appendix A) 

o Facebook. Communication via Facebook is permitted only via public club Facebook pages 
where the content is public and conforms to the Website policy above (Appendix A). Private, 
closed groups and 1-1 messaging between Coaches and young people is not permitted.  

o Other online and social media services whether public or private are not permitted. 
Requests to add other services to the approved list should be directed to the Club 
Safeguarding Officer.  
 

4. SMS Messaging (Texting): Club Officials and Coaches should only communicate directly with 
individual children by text at any time, on any matter, if the parent or carer is copied on such 
communication or there is an immediate risk to the welfare of that child which can be lessened by 
such contact.  
 

5. Telephone: When communication by phone is needed, Club Officials and Coaches can speak to 
individual young people on phones provided they have prior consent from the child’s parents or 
carer and from the young person if old enough to understand. 

 
6. Communication will be reviewed as part of the GDPR legislation. 

 

 

For clarity – for the above purposes a child is deemed to be anyone under the age of 18 years old. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Appendix E – Coaches’ Code of Conduct 
 

All Club Coaches must: 
 

 Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every young person with whom they work with and treat 
them equally within the context of Rugby Union. 

 

 Place the physical and emotional well being of all young players above all other considerations, 
including the development of performance. 
 

 Ensure that the relationship developed with the players with whom they work must be based on 
mutual trust and respect. 

 

 Ensure that all activities undertaken are appropriate to the age, maturity, experience and ability of 
the young players. 

 

 Clarify with the young players and their parents/carers what is expected of them both on and off 
the rugby field and also what they are entitled to expect from the coach. 

 

 Promote fair play within the team and during matches. 
 

 Display consistently high standards of behaviour and appearance. 
 

 Follow all guidelines laid down by the Rugby Football Union and the Club 
 

 Hold or be working towards any appropriate and valid qualifications. 
 

 Never condone rule violations, rough play or the use of prohibitive substances. 
 



 

 

 

Appendix F – Parents and Carers Code of Conduct 
 

All parents and carers should: 
 

 Encourage your child to learn the laws and play within them. 
 

 Learn the laws of the game. 
 

 Encourage fair play and good sporting behaviour. 
 

 Help your child to recognise good performance, not just results. 
 

 Set a good example by recognising fair play and applauding the good performances of all players. 
 

 Never punish or belittle a child for losing or making mistakes. 
 

 Accept officials’ judgements. 
 

 Support your child’s involvement and help them to enjoy their sport. 
 

 Use correct and proper language at all times. 
 

 Ensure all children are registered in the FRU GMS system and information is updated on an annual 
basis. 
 

 Pay subscriptions and membership fees as agreed set by the Club. 



 

 

 

 Appendix G – Players’ Code of Conduct 
 

All Players must: 
 

 Follow all guidelines laid down by the Rugby Football Union and the Club. 
 

 Accept the judgements of match officials. 
 

 Treat others with the same respect and fairness that you would like them to show you. 
 

 Demonstrate fair play on and off the field. 
 

 Use correct and proper language at all times, especially within the clubhouse and playing areas. 
 

 Be punctual to training. 
 

 Respect and look after all items of kit and equipment belonging to the Club. 
 

 Behave with respect for others when travelling and using other clubs’ facilities. 
 


