
Gate Post No. 126 September 2021 
This newsletter is sent to all the supporters, current and past members of Harrogate Rugby Club for 
whom we have an email address. Please forward the newsletter to anyone else who may be 
interested. If you would like to be added to our database for future copies please send your email 
address to brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com. Your contributions would be most welcome along 
with your feedback. If you would like copies of previous editions please contact Brian Forshaw.  
Successful Harrogate Rugby Club Golf Day 25th	August	2021	
The	annual	Harrogate	Rugby	Club	Golf	Day	was	once	again	held	at	the	Pannal	Golf	Club	on	
Wednesday	25th	August	2021	and	expertly	managed	by	former	Harrogate	Rugby	Club	player,	
Martin	Boyle.		With	perfect	weather	for	the	golf,	the	day	was	completed	with	an	excellent	meal	
in	the	Pannal	Clubhouse	in	the	evening	with	comedian,	Kevin	Lynch	keeping	everyone	
entertained.		Simon	Croft	was	the	auctioneer	for	some	excellent	sporting	event	tickets	and	the	
event	raised	a	substantial	sum	for	the	rugby	club	funds.	
Results	of	the	golf:	
1st:		Pannal	Men's	Captain's	Team.		President	of	Harrogate	Rugby	Club,	Bill	Barrack,	presented	
Andy	North,	captain	of	the	winning	team,	with	the	Golf	Day	Trophy.		Nearest	the	Pin	on	the	
10th	hole	was	Jim	Hart,	who	had	a	hole	in	one	-	his	Rirst	ever.		

2nd:		Saga	Lager		
3rd:		Northern	Energy	
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Securing the Long Term Future of Harrogate Rugby Club 
The membership approved the Resolution at a Special General Meeting 19th August 2021 to change 
the club’s format. 
It is now necessary to hold a second SGM to confirm the membership approval and this will take 
place on Monday 13th September at 7pm.  The Bar will be open that night.  If you’ve any technical 
questions about the Resolution, please contact David Thompson up to 24 hours before the Meeting.  
David’s contact details are:- treasurer@harrogaterugby.com.  01423 299950.  
This is a really important matter which should secure the Club’s long term future so you are urged 
to attend if at all possible.  Proxy votes will be acceptable from anyone who’s unable to attend 
personally so, please contact Bill Barrack if you’d like a Proxy Voting Form to be sent to you.  He 
can be contacted via the Club or at w.barrack1942@gmail.com.  07887 824020 
The purpose of the Special General Meeting is to propose that Harrogate Rugby Union Football 
Club Limited be converted into a Company incorporated under the Companies Act 2006 limited by 
shares. 
Financial Conduct Authority rules require that, for this resolution to be passed, two Special General 
Meetings have to be held, and the resolution must be passed: at the first general meeting by: 
75% of the members actually voting on the resolution, whether in person or by proxy, with at least 
50% of all members entitled to vote at the meeting in person or by proxy casting their vote. 
This was passed at the first meeting 21st July 2021. 
For the Special General Meeting on 13th September 2021 to be quorate, 20 Members are required 
to be present.  However, if you wish to vote by proxy, please contact w.barrack1942@gmail.com for 
a proxy form.   
Please note the proxy must be a Member attending the Meeting, and the proxy form must be 
returned to the club not less than 48 hours before the time for holding the meeting. 
Following the approval of the meeting Harrogate Rugby Club will consist of two bodies: 
Harrogate RUFC Limited (The Charity) AND 
Harrogate Rugby Union Football Club Limited ( The Society). 
Please note the Trustees have taken the advice of the Charity Commission to change the name of the 
Charity to Harrogate RUFC Limited and call its wholly owned subsidiary Harrogate Rugby 
(Trading) limited. 
Membership Subscriptions 
Next season’s Membership subscriptions become due on the 1st September.  
Harrogate RUFC Limited Membership Options for season 2021 / 22 
Vice President (Life membership) £2500 
Five Year Membership £1080 
Vice President £240.00  
Life, 5 Year and VP Membership Includes: Voting Rights for aged 18 and over. Free Entry to 
Ground for 1st Team Home Matches plus one guest. 
Patron (Including parents of junior members) £150.00 Membership Includes: 
Voting Rights for aged 18 and over and Free Entry to Ground for 1st Team Home Matches 
Players £120.00 - Membership includes: Voting Rights for aged 18 and over 
Free Entry to Ground for 1st Team Home Matches. 
Coaches £70 Includes: CPD paid, rugby equipment and identifying coat. No voting rights. 
Juniors £120 for all members with additional social membership for one parent. 
£70 For any additional siblings, £70 Under 6 years old.  No voting rights. 
Social Membership Harrogate Rugby (Trading) Limited only £I00.00 - Membership includes: 
Entry to Clubhouse and Facilities on Non Match Days. NB: Social Membership does NOT include 
Free Entry to Ground for 1st Team Home Matches. No voting rights. 
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Information for Renewals: 
HRUFC Account: 36343005, sort code: 53-50-21 
Please pay the correct amount into the Club account with your name as reference. If you’ve 
changed your address, phone, email or other details, you can email them to 
info@harrogaterugby.com 
Honorary Membership may be awarded by the Trustees of the Charity. 
All Memberships are Non Transferrable and Non Refundable. Members of the Charity are also 
automatically members of the current existing Harrogate Rugby Football Club Limited (The 
Society). Membership Fees are due on 1st September 2021 for all members. 
HARROGATE RUFC LIMITED IS A CHARITY REGISTERED AT COMPANIES HOUSE 
James Smithies 
Harrogate Rugby Club is sad to announce that our former Chairman and President, James Smithies, 

died on Monday 9th August 2021 following a long illness. We send our condolences 
to his wife Chris, his son Edward and all his family. 
James gave more than ten years service to Harrogate Rugby Club as Chairman, 
President and tireless leader for the move from Claro Road to Rudding Lane 
beginning in the 2009/2010 season  when he became a member of the Ground 
Relocation Committee. 
He was  a generous financial supporter of the club and ensured the success of the 

First XV. For the 2010/2011 season James and Graham 
Siswick formalised the status of the Harrogate Aces to give continued 
support to Harrogate 1st Team rugby.  
For the 2011/2012 season James was coopted onto the club committee 
where his business and financial experience was very much appreciated. 
In 2012 James became involved in providing hospitality for visiting 
teams which was highly regarded by other clubs. 
In August 2012 he was elected Club Chairman and was central in the 
negotiations, initially to repurchase Claro Road and eventually to 
purchase the ground at Rudding Lane. He was Chairman for the 
2014/2015 season when he was honoured to host the open day for members and their families 
22/11/2014 at the new Rudding Lane Ground. In 2017 James received the highest honour that the 
club can bestow when he was elected as Club President.  
Ralph James Frankland (1940 - 2021) 
 Harrogate Rugby club is sad to announce that former player and club coach,  Ralph Frankland, has 
died. We send our deepest condolences to Helen and their family.  
 His funeral was held on Monday 23rd August 2021 at St. Oswald’s Church in the village of 
Farnham with a private family gathering afterwards.  
 Ralph was born in August 1940 and in his professional life he was a Chartered Quantity Surveyor. 
He was an outstanding No. 8 and back row forward and went on to successfully coach the 
Harrogate 1st XV.   
 Ralph first appears as a player on a Harrogate 1st team photograph for the 1969/1970 season and he 
finished playing 1st XV rugby in 1976. He became Harrogate’s 1st XV Coach from 1976 to 1978 
and later, went on to play for the Harrogate Pythons when they were still part of Harrogate Rugby 
Club.  On Tuesday 21st January 1975 the club President, Ken Butler-Smith, presented 1st XV ties to 
21 current players who had made 25 first team appearances in a single season or 35 overall. The 
recipients were: Frank Booth, Frank Carter, Peter Clegg, Alan Everson, Brian Forshaw and Ralph 
Frankland.  
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Harrogate 1st XV 1977/1978 (Below)  

Back row left to right: Ralph Frankland (Coach), Richard Littlefair, L.Lyons, Peter Boyle, Bob 
Swainson, Alf Abbott, Leo Niemic, Mike Cowling, Steve Cooper, Steve Fawcett. 
Front row left to right: Duncan Pawson, Mark Keith, Graham Lawton, Colin Simmonds, Peter 
Clegg (Captain), Gary Irvine, Keith Millet, Peter Squires, M. Jones.  

Harrogate 1st XV 14/3/1970 (Below)  
Back Row left to right: Tim Beaumont, Ralph Frankland, Harry Nicholson, Tony Edwards, Brian 
Forshaw, Roger Shackleton. Front row left to right: Peter Robinson, Harvey Lambley, Bernard 
Henry, Jeff Salt, Mike Newport (Captain), Keith Price, Derek Helme, John Thompson, Ian McPhee.  

   
 

Harrogate Rugby Club Celebrates 150 years 1871 - 2021 
The 150 years celebrations began with a vintage car event on Monday 31st August 2021 at 
Rudding Lane. 
Harrogate Sevens 
Richard Lowther, writing in his Burglar Bill Newsletter for the Wakefield Club, mentions Wakefield 
losing, at the beginning of the season, in the semi final of the Harrogate Sevens to Huddersfield in 
1958. If you have any information about the Harrogate Sevens Competitions please send to 
brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com 
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Old Photos 
Regarding the August 2021 Gate Post No.125, the photo from the 1970s, taken by Steve Fraser, of a 
game on the 3rd team pitch,  Steve Smith remembers playing against a Leicester Tigers touring 
team in the 1970’s. The letters instead of numbers and the stripes fit the Tigers. If so, Steve Smith 
would be No.3, scrum half No.9 might be Brian Huddart and No. 2 may be a young Gordon Beattie. 
No. 4 may be Brent Dixon. Steve Smith recalls that this game was played around Easter time. 

Lucky Yorkshire 24th November 1962  
The following information was included in the Burglar Bill Newsletter produced by Richard 
Lowther of Wakefield in August 2021. The Yorkshire Team List includes two Harrogate players: 
Richard Baldwin and Mike Hymas. 
Yorkshire beat Cheshire 8-6 but as Lydon 
Armitage,, writing in the Yorkshire Post 
explained, “Luck was on their side,” adding, “It 
was one of those days for Yorkshire. They got off 
on the wrong foot when David Bell, although 
landing a penalty and later converting Ian 
Gibson’s try, missed two reasonable shots at goal 
in the first five minutes.”  
Yorkshire’s forwards were unable to gain any 
control over their opposite numbers – “Gone was 
the fire and vigour shown in previous games; 
they were slower in the loose and could not 
prevent Holloway and Rogers, particularly 
Holloway, from being in command in the 
lineout.”  
Gibson’s try in the second half came against the 
run of play, scored after a fine dribble by 
Johnston. Cheshire’s try came from a “brilliant 
burst” by Patterson and finished by Nelson – 
“the brightest backs on view,” according to 
Armitage, who credited Yorkshire with only conceding the one try despite “all the assaults” on their 
line. Griffiths landed Cheshire’s penalty. 
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