
Gate Post No. 120 March 2021  
This newsletter is sent to all the supporters, current and past members of Harrogate Rugby Club for 
whom we have an email address. Your contributions would be most welcome along with your 
feedback. 
Harrogate RUFC 150th Anniversary 
This year, 2021, we celebrate the club’s 150th Anniversary. It will be difficult to enjoy this 
remarkable achievement with the Corona Virus epidemic affecting every aspect of our lives but 
having survived 150 years the club can wait a little longer for the celebrations to begin. 
1871  
Early in the nineteenth century, William Webb Ellis, according to legend, had infamously picked up 
the ball and run with it during a ‘football match’ at Rugby School and by 1871 the new game of 
rugby football had become a popular sport across the country and the Rugby Football Union was 
founded.  The Harrogate Football Club was also founded in 1871 with the first game being played 
on the Stray opposite the Coach and Horses on 16th December 1871.  
Stuart Young has been researching the names of the players on the earliest team photograph and 
wrote the following:  
150 years on I thought it would be interesting to try and find out something about the men who 
played in those first Harrogate rugby matches. This proved difficult as I did not have full names, 

and no birth dates, so in the 
main it is guess work backed up 
by census entries and press 
reports at the time.  
My first discovery is that they 
were involved in other sports, 
in the main cricket, and 
surprisingly curling, there is a 
report in 1871 of a curling 
match on a frozen lake at 
R i p l e y C a s t l e , b e t w e e n 
members of Harrogate Cricket 
Club. Of the names listed there 
were 11 of the Rugby team 
named in the 1875 photograph: 
A. Pullan, J.Young, G. Milner, 
Frank Fawcett, J.Toas, W. 
Fawcett,  J.W. Ackrill,  
J. Foggo, C. Williams,  G. 
Walshaw, and Fred Fawcett.  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      One of the mysteries surrounding the early team concerns the Fawcetts. There are four named, 
T. Fawcett, F. Fawcett, F.R. Fawcett and W. Fawcett, it was common belief that they were brothers, 
indeed the first match report in December 1871, states the forwards were, “the Fawcett brothers and 
Williams.” My research indicates that one of the F. Fawcetts was a cousin. 
The 1861 Census shows a Thomas Fawcett from Leeds, aged 20, as a lodger living on West Park, 
Harrogate, occupation Stone Mason. Also living at this address is William Fawcett, aged 15, also a 
Stone Mason. Tracing back 10 years to 1851, Thomas Fawcett, aged 10, living in Leeds with 
brothers John, (aged 14), Francis (6) and William (5).  
Forward to 1871, here I found that the landlord of The Coach and Horses was Thomas Fawcett, 
from Leeds. Due to the close proximity of the pub to the Stray where the first matches were played, 
it must put him in the frame. As no mention is made of any other Fawcetts at this address I 
expanded my search and, at an address known as Brunswick Cottage are a Frank Fawcett (head) 
aged 27, a Stone Mason, born Leeds; William Fawcett, brother, aged 25, a Stone Mason, born 
Leeds, and a Frederick Fawcett, Cousin, aged 21, a Stone Mason, born Knaresborough.  I believe 
these to be the Fawcetts shown on the photo. 
As for the rest of the named team, J.W. Ackrill, was the son of Robert Ackrill, owner of the local 
newspaper, for whom he was a reporter. At the time of the photo he was aged around 25 and it was a 
year before his marriage. 
I have found in the 1881 census a Thomas Gospel aged 32, a Stonemason, living on Harlow Road, 
Harrogate. 
Dick (Richard) Toas and John Toas,  2 brothers aged 19 and 18 years respectively, living at Tewit 
Well Cottage, one a saddler’s apprentice, the other a scholar. The term scholar is used on the census 
forms to indicate that the person was of school age. 
The gentleman in the photo wearing the top hat, is Mr. J. Foggo. I found a John Richard Foggo, 
aged 25, a printer, was residing at 6, Promenade Terrace.  He was employed by Ackrills.  A later 
local newspaper article in 1901, on the occasion of J.W. Ackrill’s silver wedding, records a Mr. J.R. 
Foggo, Ackrill’s eldest employee, had to substitute for the host who was called away. 
There was a John Howard, aged 18,  a cabinet maker, living at The Police Station, Raglan Street, 
and his father was the Inspector of Police. 
A. Pullan, believed to be Alfred Pullan, the next door neighbour to J.W. Ackrill was a 20 years old 
Brewer. 
Living at The Swan Hotel was an Edward (Ted) Shutt. The Hotel was owned by his Father and 
Uncle Jonathan, who also resided at the same address as John Foggo. 
I was unable to trace G.Milner, residing in the Harrogate area, in the 1871 and 1881 censuses, but 
he played in many matches for Harrogate during these years. There are newspaper reports that a G. 
Milner played for York. Could this be the same person and he travelled to play? 
As for the others named in the photo, J. Young, H. Thomas, G. Walshaw. C. Williams, I have, as yet, 
been unable to trace these men, it could be that they resided outside Harrogate, my intermittent 
search is ongoing. 
Stuart Young 

Harrogate's International Players 
Glover, Peter, Bernard.  (D.O.B. 25/9/1945) Wing.   
Peter played 3 times for England.  On 7/1/1967 he won his first cap for England against Australia at 
Twickenham. His second game was against France at Twickenham 27/2/1971 and his final game 
against a President’s XV on 17/4/1971.  He played for Harrogate from 1972 to 1974.  

2



King, Ian.  (D.O.B. 5/5/1923)  Full Back.  Won his first England cap on 16/1/1954 against Wales   
at Twickenham.  His second game was against New Zealand 30/1/1954  and his final 
game against Ireland at Twickenham 13/2/1954.  He played for Harrogate from 1947 to 
1957.  

Larter, Peter, John. (D.O.B. 7/9/1944) 2nd row.  Gained his first cap for England 7/1/1967 against 
Australia at Twickenham.  He won the last of his 24 England caps in the game against 
Wales at Cardiff 20/1/1973.  He also played for the British and Irish Lions in 1968.  He 
played for Harrogate 1981/1982.  

 Pickering, Arthur, Stanley. (24/3/1885 - 17/2/1969) Centre.  Won his only international cap 
against Ireland at Landsdowne Road 9/2/1907 when England lost 17 - 9.  He played 
for Harrogate from 1905 to 1907.  

Shackleton, Roger, Ian. (D.O.B. 17/6/1948) Stand Off.   
He played four times for England in 1969/1970.  On 20/12/1969 he played against 
South Africa at Twickenham, 14/2/1970 against Ireland at Twickenham, 28/2/1970 
against Wales at Twickenham and 21/3/1970 against Scotland at Murrayfield. The 
first two games were won and the second two lost.  He played for Harrogate from 
1967 to 1986.  

Squires, Peter, John.  (D.O.B. 4/8/1951) Wing.  Won his first cap 24/2/1973 against France at 
Twickenham and the last of his 29 caps on 17/3/1979 against Wales at Cardiff.  He 
also played for the British and Irish Lions. in 1977.  He played for Harrogate from 
1972 to 1985.   

Troop, Carlton, Lang.  (10/6/1910 - 2/6/1992) No.8.   Played for Hampshire and The Army.  
Played twice for  England in their 17 - 6 victory 11/2/1933 against Ireland at Twickenham and 0 - 3 
defeat against Scotland at Murrayfield 18/3/1933. Played for Harrogate in the 1930s.  
Walker, G.A.  RAF and England.  He appears on a Harrogate team photograph for 1939/1940. He 
played rugby for Yorkshire and England twice in 1939.  His first game was against Wales at 
Twickenham.  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Wood, Martyn. Scrum half.  (Born April 25th, 1977, Harrogate.) Former Harrogate Grammar 
School pupil  Martyn played scrum half for England Schools U18s against Australia 
at Gloucester 20/1/1995 and in 1995/1996 he played for Yorkshire Colts.  In 1995 he 
played for the North of England and went on to play for Wasps and Bath.  He was 
part of the England set up in 1999 but his first international match was against 
Canada on 9th June 2001 when he came on as substitute for Kyran Bracken.  He was 
awarded a second cap against the United States of America in San Francisco 16th 
June, 2001. He also played 44 games for Bath, England ‘A’ and 84 games for London 
Wasps. Martyn scored on his debut for England against Canada in June 2001 at the 

Swanguard Stadium in Vancouver.  He was called out as England cover for the 1999 and 2003 
World Cups. 
Martyn joined the Harrogate Junior Section in 1985, where his dad was a coach, when he was eight 
years old and stayed with them for ten years.    On Saturday 24th September 1988 Martyn was the 
ball boy for the Harrogate 1st XV game against Birkenhead Park.  Whilst attending Harrogate 
Grammar School he was selected for the England Schoolboys team.  He progressed to the England 
U-19 squad whilst at Newcastle University then into the U-21 squad.  After University Martyn was 
offered a contract with Wasps under the direction of Nigel Melville.  In 1995 he played for the 
North of England.   
Woodruff, Peter, Charles Garfield. First appears on a Harrogate 1st XV photograph for the 

1939/1940 season.  Woodruff played on the wing for England 20/1/1951 against 
Wales at Swansea.  He was born in Newport. Played for Harlequins and Cheltenham. 
In 1949/50 the English RFU asked Newport to play him on the wing as he was in the 
running for an England cap. He was an RAF officer at the time.  He later won 4 caps 
for England in Jan / Feb / March 1951 (W,I,F,S).   

International members who did not play for HRUFC  
Callard, Jonathon, Edward, Brooks. Full back.  Jon did not play rugby for 
Harrogate but was elected Honorary Vice President of HRUFC in 2009, 
following his move to live in Harrogate.  In the autumn of 1993 he made his 
international debut for England against the All Blacks winning 15 - 9 and went 
on to win 5 caps.  His final appearance was against South Africa at 
Twickenham 18/11/1995 losing 14 - 24.  In 2002 he became assistant coach to 
Phil Davies  at Leeds Tykes and later that year was also appointed as head 
coach of the England U21s. He joined the RFU’s National Academy in 
summer 2005.  Jon was appointed "Kicking Coach" to the senior England 
rugby team for the Rugby World Cup 2007.  

Sanders, Donald, Louis, G. (Sandy).  (D.O.B. 6/9/1924)Prop.  Won his first cap for England 
playing against Wales at Twickenham 16/1/1954.  The last of his 9 caps was against 
France at Colombes 14/4/1956.  He did not play rugby for Harrogate but was a 
member, Chairman and President  between 1963 and 1979. 

Philip Swainston (born 12 December 1989) England U16 and U18 
Phil Swainson represented England at Under 16 and Under 18 levels.  He made his debut for Leeds 
Carnegie against Birmingham & Solihull. His former clubs are Otley R.U.F.C., the Rotherham 
Titans and Harrogate RUFC.  He grew up in Harrogate and was at Harrogate Grammar School from 
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2001-2008 where he played both Rugby and Soccer for the school. He was part of the school, 
Senior, 1st XV that victoriously won the Yorkshire Cup competition in 2007.  He 
joined Pro D2 side Rouen ahead of the 2020–21 season. 
2009 - 2012 Yorkshire Carnegie,   2012 - 2017 Wasps,   2017 - 2020 Harlequins,     
2020 - Rouen. 
When Phil was selected to play tight head prop for the England Under 20’s Rugby 
Union Squad this involved a week’s warm weather training in Portugal in 
December 2008 before the Six Nations tournament which began on 6th February 

2009 against Italy. 
Scotland  
Grant, Thomas, Oliver.  (D.O.B. 5/9/1932 in Hawick)  Lock.  Gained his first cap for Scotland on 
27/2/1960 playing against Ireland at Landsdowne Road and the last of his 6 caps was against Wales 
at Cardiff 1/2/1964.  He played for Harrogate from 1964 to 1966.  
Turk, Arthur, Steven. (Born January 9, 1948, Cresswell, died August 2005).  Centre.  He 
played one match for Scotland at Twickenham 20/3/1971 when he was a reserve.  He played for 
Harrogate 1972/1973.  
Wright, H.B. Forward. Played one game for Scotland in 1894 against Wales at Newport 3/2/1894 
and this fact was reported by the Tatler magazine in 1952. Wales won 7 - 0.  
MacMyn, David.  MacMyn made his international debut on 24 January 1925 at Inverleith in the 
Scotland vs France match. Of the 11 matches he played for his national side he was on the winning 
side on 10 occasions. In 1927, he was chosen to captain the British Isles tour to Argentina which 
was won by four Tests to nil. He played his final match for Scotland on 2 January 1928 at Colombes 
in the France vs Scotland match.  His club career had seen him play for London Scottish FC and 
King's College Hospital RFC.  After his playing career he remained involved in rugby and from 
1958 to 1959 served as President of the Scottish Rugby Union. For many years he was also a 
Scottish selector.  
McArthur, John, P.  The Tatler Magazine from 1952 mentions the name of J.P. McArthur as an 
International player who played for Harrogate.  Wikipaedia’s list of Scottish Internationals lists a 
John McArthur as a scrum half who played for Scotland 19/3/1932 against England at Twickenham.  
Ireland  
Easterby, Simon, Henry. (Born July 21st, 1975, Harrogate) Back row.  He played 2 games for 
the British and Irish Lions and 65 games for Ireland.  He made his debut for Ireland 19/2/2000 in 
the game against Scotland at Lansdowne Road and captained Ireland 12/11/2005 and 19/11/2005 
against Australia and New Zealand.  His last game for Ireland was 15/3/2008 against England at 
Twickenham.  In 2009 he became the coach of Llanelli Scarlets.  He played for Harrogate from1994 
to 1997. He is currently part of the Ireland management team.  
Easterby, Walter, Guy. (Born March 21st, 1971, Tadcaster.)  Scrum Half.  He played for the 
Barbarians, London Scottish(24 games in 1998/1999), Rotherham Titans(9 games in 2003/2004) 
and Ireland.  He made his debut for Ireland against the United States of America at Manchester 
10/6/2000 and played his last game for Ireland against Scotland at Murrayfield 12/2/2005.  He 
started 7 international matches with Ireland and was replacement for 21 games.  At the end of his 
professional career he joined Otley then Leinster.  He played for Harrogate from 1989 to 1995.  
Wales  
Young, Jeffrey. (Born September 16th, 1942, Blaengarw)Died October 5th, 2005, Harrogate.) 
Hooker. Played one test match for the British and Irish Lions and won 23 caps playing for Wales.  
He made his debut at Cardiff, 3/2/1968, against Scotland and played his last game for Wales against 
France at Parc des Princes 24/3/1973.  He played for Harrogate from 1964 to 1972. 
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Switzerland  
Feurer, Lee.  Wing. He played for Yorkshire and played international rugby for Switzerland in the 
World Cup qualifying game against Israel in Tel Aviv on Saturday 28th March 1998.  Lee’s father 
was Swiss.  He played for Harrogate from 1996 to 1999. 

The 1928 Changing Rooms at Claro Road 
The changing rooms built in 1928 at Claro Road were still being 
used in 2015 when the club moved to Rudding Lane.  They were in 
a very poor state but with all the uncertainty about the ground it 
was difficult to justify spending money on them until the ground 
situation was resolved. 
The  photograph  shows  Colonel  C.E.  St.  Clair-Stockwell,  Vice 
President of Yorkshire RFU, at the opening ceremony in 1928.

For many years team photographs were taken 
outside the changing rooms, like this one, in the 
1942/1943 season. Matches were played at Claro 
Road during the second world war as there were 
many military bases in the area and sport was 
essential for the fitness and morale of the armed 
forces. 
Older club members will remember the inside of 
the changing rooms. Until the 1980s the shower 
area contained six communal tiled baths, each of 
which could accommodate up to four players. 
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