
Gate Post No. 118 January 2021  
This newsletter is sent to all the supporters, current and past members of Harrogate Rugby Club for 
whom we have an email address. Your contributions would be most welcome along with your 
feedback. 
16th December 1871, Harrogate’s First Game
On Saturday 16th December 1871 Harrogate Football Club’s first recorded game was played on the 
Stray and a match report appears in the Harrogate Herald on Wednesday 20th December 1871.  The 
game against  Leeds featured 16 players for Harrogate and 11 for Leeds which was a common 
arrangement  at  the time especially  as  Leeds were an established team with a  good record and 
regarded as ‘the best team in the North of England’ and Harrogate were playing their first game.  In 
their  first  four  seasons  this  was  the  only  game 
Harrogate lost, by one goal and five touchdowns to 
one touch down, and many of the players listed in 
this game appear on the photograph from 1875.  The 
description of the game is very similar to reports of 
the modern game with the word ‘scrimmages’ used 
to indicate what would be described, in the second 
half of the twentieth century, as a loose scrum or a 
driving  maul.   The  next  game was  scheduled  for 
Boxing Day 1871, ‘when 13 of the Harrogate team 
will play the next 22,’ but no report is available.
Harrogate Team: G.Milner(Captain), Ackrill, Frank 
Fawcett,  Fred  Fawcett,  Tom  Fawcett,  William 
Fawcett, Harper, Harrison, Higgs, J. Howard, Marshall, Alfred Pullan, Thomas, Toas, Walshaw, C. 
Williams.
Record of Harrogate 1st XV Christmas Fixtures 
26/12/1896  Harrogate FC v Bradford Celtic 
26/12/1908  Harrogate FC 5 - 6 Headingley 
26/12/1913  Harrogate FC v West Hartlepool 
1914 - 1918 1st World War 
26/12/1920  Harrogate v Batley 
26/12/1927  Harrogate OB v Huddersfield(Cancelled) 
26/12/1928  Harrogate O.B.(won) v Roundhay 
26/12/1931  Harrogate 9 - 5 Bradford 
26/12/1932  Harrogate 9 - 5 Bradford  
1939 - 1945 2nd World War 
26/12/1947  Sandal 11 - 0  Harrogate 
26/12/1949  Harrogate 14 - 9 Bradford 
26/12/1950  Cancelled - frost 
26/12/1951  Harrogate 6 - 3 Bradford 
26/12/1953  Harrogate 3 - 27 Morley 
28/12/1953  Bradford 6 - 15 Harrogate 
27/12/1954  Harrogate 3 - 3 Bradford 
26/12/1955  Bradford 8 - 0 Harrogate 
26/12/1956  Harrogate 3 - 6 Bradford 
26/12/1957  Bradford 14 - 3 Harrogate 
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26/12/1958  Harrogate 9 - 3 Bradford 
26/12/1959  Bradford 9 - 11 Harrogate 
26/12/1960  Harrogate 3 - 6 Bradford 
1961 - 1966 All games cancelled due to frozen pitches 
26/12/1968  Harrogate v Bradford (Game not played) 
26/12/1969  Bradford 9 - 16 Harrogate 
26/12/1970  Harrogate 18 - 3 Bradford 
27/12/1971  Bradford 10 - 16 Harrogate  
26/12/1972  Harrogate 8 - 4  Bradford  
26/12/1973  Bradford 34 - 15 Harrogate 
26/12/1974  Harrogate 0 - 8 Bradford 
26/12/1975  Bradford 9 - 6 Harrogate 
27/12/1976  Harrogate 4 - 0 Bradford 
26/12/1977  Bradford 7 - 9 Harrogate 
26/12/1978  Harrogate 22 - 0 Bradford 
26/12/1979  Bradford 3 - 4 Harrogate 
26/12/1980  Harrogate 11 - 10 Bradford 
26/12/1985  Harrogate 19 - 3 Ripon 
26/12/1986  Harrogate 9 - 10 Ripon 
26/12/1988  Harrogate 25 - 4 Ripon 
26/12/1987  Harrogate 10 - 26 Roundhay 
24/12/1988  Roundhay 9 - 16 Harrogate  
26/12/1989  Harrogate 14 - 6 Roundhay  
26/12/1990  Roundhay 0 - 25 Harrogate 
26/12/1991  Harrogate 48 - 0 Roundhay 
26/12/1998  Harrogate 0 -  6 Wharfedale ( NL1) 
Harrogate New Year’s Day Fixtures 
1/1/1897   Tyne Dock v Harrogate FC 
1/1/1905   Durham City 28 - 7 Harrogate 
1/1/1914   West Hartlepool v Harrogate FC 
1/1/1955   Harrogate 6 - 6 Keighlians 
1/1/1966   Northern 0 - 16 Harrogate 
1/1/1972   Harrogate 15 - 7 Roundhay 
1/1/1977   Halifax 18 - 6 Harrogate 
1/1/1987   Halifax 14 - 9 Harrogate 
The Christmas fixtures were usually played on Boxing Day for most of the 20th century. These 
records may not be complete. If you have any further information please send to 
brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com 
Over 35s v Under 35s
Steve Jeffries inaugurated an Over 35’s v Under 35’s game in memory of Rose Jeffries on Boxing 
Day 2003 to raise money for charity and the tradition continued for several years.
On Boxing Day 2004 an Over 35’s team played an Under 35’s team and raised £1250 for charity in 
memory of Rose Jeffries.
Jim Kilfoyle

Harrogate Rugby Club is sad to report that Jim Kilfoyle died from Corona 
Virus on Boxing Day 2020. Jim coached the Harrogate 1st XV in the 
1998/1999 season and many Harrogate players from that era have fond 
memories of him. 
The only information we have from his playing days with Wakefield is from 
when Jim Kilfoyle came on as substitute for Wakefield in a game against Sale 
in 1988 and his opposite number for that game was John Bentley, a future 
British Lion.  
On the Wikipedia website Jim Kilfoyle was voted the Greatest Ever Club 
Coach for Rotherham. After leaving Rotherham, Jim switched to Sandal in 

2006 and helped them rise up the divisions. 
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From Andy Caldwell 
I remember when Jim managed the backs at Harrogate and really was superb. 
I had the good fortune of being coached by him at Yorkshire and Harrogate. 
He had a great relationship with all, great manner, was a gifted coach and I really enjoyed working 
with him!! As a bonus, he was a good bloke as well. 
From Roy Guy 
Very, very sad news.  Jim was all you would expect from a rugby man.  He had an exceptional 
knowledge of the game which he would willingly share with those less knowledgeable. 
Jim was a proud Liverpudlian who never lost his scouse accent.  He was from a large family and a 
brother, Peter, was a Liverpool MP for many years.  Both Jim and his wife were teachers. 
I first met Jim after a game at Claro Road, when I was the Harrogate club secretary, but came to 
know him better when we were looking for a head coach. The outstanding applicant for the position 
as Harrogate Coach was Jim and I was duly requested to offer him the post.  On my return home, 
having given Jim time to drive to his home in Wakefield, I rang him.  He was very gracious and full 
of apologies but went on to say that whilst he had been at Harrogate,  Rotherham had left a phone 
message at his house offering him a job there and he was going to take that. (He was able to coach 
Rotherham during the day and coach Harrogate on Tuesday and Thursday evenings) 
From Alun Jones 
Very sad to hear the news about Jim. He and I were at Hull University at the same time and became 
friends then. He was Rugby 1st XV Captain at Hull and also played centre for Hull and East Riding 
on Saturdays. 
We persuaded Jim to come and support Simon Croft at Harrogate when Simon was appointed Head 
Coach. Jim was always willing to help out HRUFC and enjoyed being with the Club. 
The last time I had a drink with Jim was in Paris when I bumped into him at the 2007 World Cup. 
From Simon Croft 
 Very sad news indeed, Jim was a good friend to me for nearly 30 years and was a coach and man 
manager ahead of his time. 
Jim coming over to Harrogate was a result of a number of circumstances, I had decided to retire 
from rugby with Wakefield at the end of the 97-98 season, due, in no small part, to the changes 
going on in the game as a result of ‘professionalism’ – i.e. getting paid to play a game previously 
played for the love, camaraderie and enjoyment and also due to Wakefield parachuting ex 
Roundhay and Wasps number 8 Mathew Greenwood into a coaching position at the club even 
though he had no experience. This compromised Jim’s position at Wakefield and whilst Jim had the 
full support of the players and handled things with dignity, the committee wanted Mathew to take 
charge, this was a singular disaster for Wakefield and set them on the slippery slope towards their 
ultimate extinction. 
 Having decided to retire in April 1998 and leave Wakefield, I, along with Jim Kilfoyle and a 
number of other Wakefield stalwarts called it a day at the club and left things to Greenwood.  The 
late, great, Graham Siswick got wind of Jim’s pending departure and approached him to come and 
coach Harrogate for the season 1998-99, Jim accepted the role, but then Rotherham heard Jim was 
leaving Wakefield and made an approach to him. 
 Jim, being the honourable man he was, didn’t want to let Harrogate down having accepted the 
position, but the lure of still coaching in tier 2 was too tempting and before he formally accepted the 
Rotherham job he approached me and asked if I would help him with the coaching of Harrogate. 
Rotherham were broadly full time and trained in the day time, so Jim was available on a Tuesday 
and Thursday evening to coach Harrogate and guide me, leaving me to deal with the Saturday 
games on my own. He was a great support to me as a rookie coach and helped keep Harrogate in the 
division on the final day of the season, which culminated in a last minute victory over Morley at 
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Scatchard Lane, when Peter Taylor hoofed a penalty over the posts from the half way line.  My ex 
Wakefield team mate, Paul ‘Stick’ Stewart, now playing for Morley, following the Wakefield 
exodus, recounted in the bar afterwards, “the ball was still ‘xxxxxx' rising as it went over the 
sticks!” 
 Jim loved the story, when recounted, and was an overnight guest of mine when he attended 
Harrogate’s end of season dinner at Claro Road, he held court, telling his usual tales with that 
Liverpool twang that got ever more pronounced the more the evening went on! 
 Jim then ran Rotherham successfully for a number of seasons including promotion into the 
Premiership and Ralph Zoing took over the coaching job at Harrogate for the 99-00 season, I 
stepped aside, my nerves shredded after a single season as coach, how Jim managed to be such a 
success for so many years, bringing on talent and developing some quality players and teams I will 
never know. 
RIP Jim ‘Tinners’ Kilfoyle. 
Wakefield v Harrogate 4th September 1993  
The following report is from the Yorkshire on Sunday Newspaper 
Jim Kilfoyle explained, “[Wakefield] were operating on three cylinders today” after an error-prone 
game against Harrogate. The Yorkshire on Sunday newspaper explained “Wakefield made almost as 
many errors as they created chances” in the 32-0 victory.  
The Yorkshire Post’s Tony Simpson explained, “Wakefield should have had more to show for their 
superiority than the four tries they collected in this frenetic opening game of the season at College 
Grove. Even allowing for a typically tenacious defensive effort by Harrogate, the home side’s 
winning margin was a modest return for their virtual monopoly of possession.”  

  

Rob Liley’s chip was perfectly plucked from the air by Jon Sleightholme for Wakefield’s opening 
try. Liley missed the conversion but increased the lead with a penalty. “Richard Thompson, whose 
pace and power was always a threat, provided the thrust which brought centre Diccon Edwards the 
second try on half time.”  
Liley added another penalty at the start of the second half. Wakefield then laid siege to the 
Harrogate try line and “to their credit, the Harrogate pack thwarted four push over attempts.” On the 
fifth attempt Dave Scully moved the ball out to his backs and Thompson took a looped pass from 
Edwards to touch down for Wakefield’s third try under the posts. Liley added the extras. 
Wakefield’s final try started after Terry Garnett took a strike against the head, Mark Sowerby, 
Scully, and Edwards created the opportunity for Kerry Morley to score. Liley added the conversion 
and another penalty to seal the win.  
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Who’s Who 
Fawcett, Steve.  (DOB: 16/4/1957) Born in Camberwell, South East London, Steve attended The 

Wensleydale School in Leyburn and played for Wensleydale RUFC from 
the age of 15.  He joined Harrogate RUFC in 1976 and played his first 1st 
XV game 1/9/1976 against Leigh losing 9 - 10.  He was Captain of 
HRUFC from 1985 to 1987.  His 450th 1st XV appearance for the 
Harrogate 1st XV was against Otley in the Yorkshire Cup semi - final  
18/4/1989 and by this time he had played 5 times for Yorkshire as a 
flanker. His first game for Yorkshire was against Ulster in 1980 and his 
last game was also against Ulster in 1987.  He played his 500th game for 
Harrogate on Saturday 22/12/1990 against Hartlepool Rovers. He played 
in three winning Yorkshire Cup teams for Harrogate in 1981, 1991 and 
1992 beating Bradford and Bingley 12 - 7 on 28th April 1992 and this was 
his 551st game for Harrogate.  He went on to play 561 games for the 1st 

XV, the last one against Fylde 2/10/1993.  He later Captained the Georgians, the ‘A’ Team and the 
Pythons.  From 1997 to 2001 he transferred to York RI where he was Captain.  On his return to 
Harrogate he played for the Pythons and finally retired after the game between Harrogate Pythons 
and Wetherby at Harrogate in April 2006 ending an exceptional career.  He was made a life member 
of HRUFC. 
Fawcett, Tom.  Tom played in Harrogate FC’s first ever game 16/12/1871 and was Captain for the 
1873/1874 season.  He played for Yorkshire v Durham in 1873.  He appears on the Harrogate FC 
team photograph for 1874/1875 and on a team list for 1879. 
Fawcett, W.  Appears on the team photo for 1875. Played cricket for Harrogate Cricket Club. On 
the team list for 1871 and 1872. 
Harrogate Football Team   
Unbeaten 1872 - 3 - 4 - 5 
Back row left to right: T. Fawcett, G. 
Milner, J. Young. Next row: H. 
Thomas, Dick Toas, Tom Gospel, J. 
Toas, J. Foggo, J.W. Ackrill, G. 
Walshaw.  
Front row left to right: J. Howard, C. 
Williams, F. Fawcett, A. Pullan, 
Frank Fawcett, W. Fawcett, Ted 
Shutt.  
The J.W. Ackrill listed is believed to 
be related to the Ackrill family, which 
was one of the early proprietors of the 
Ackrill Newspapers in Harrogate and 
he was also the Honorary Secretary of 
the rugby club for the 1873/74 season. Another player in the photo, Tom Gospel, is mentioned in the 
Harrogate Herald Newspaper of Wednesday, April 13th 1887 where there is a report of a ‘benefit’ 
match for Tom Gospel who is reported to have played for the club for 17 years. The four Fawcetts 
are believed to be related, Frank, Fred and William, and Tom Fawcett who was Captain for the 
1873/74 season. There are 16 players in the photograph and it must be remembered that, at this 
time, the number of players in a team could be varied. The Captains before the game would agree 
the numbers in each team. This allowed for a handicap system when one team was known to be 
stronger than the other.  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Moustaches and beards were apparently fashionable at the time. The boots did not have studs but 
some players would attach strips of leather to the soles to improve the grip, this was known as 
‘barring the boots.’ John Richard Foggo, wearing the top hat, was the club’s umpire.  
Fearnside, David, J.R. Treasurer of HRUFC from 2004 to 2009.  
Feurer, Lee.  Wing.  Lee arrived at Harrogate for the 1996/1997 season and stayed until the end of 
the 1998/1999 season.  He played for Yorkshire and played international rugby for Switzerland in 
the World Cup qualifying game against Israel in Tel Aviv on Saturday 28th March 1998.  Lee’s 
father was Swiss.  
Fforde, Tim.  Yorkshire Colts 1996.  North and East Yorkshire Colts Tour to Canada 1997.  He 
made his 1st XV debut against Esher on 10th March 2001 and he appears on the team photograph 
for 2001/2002.  
Field, Jason. (D.O.B. 1/8/1970) Prop.  Jason was born in Mansfield in 1970 and was educated at 
Oundle School where he learned his rugby.  He was also keen on soccer and captained both the 1st 
XV and the 1st X1. When he attended Loughborough College he opted to play rugby and became 
captain of the college rugby XV. As an all round athlete he became Northampton Junior Men’s 
Javelin and Shot Putt champion.  He was a formidable prop forward and made one appearance for 
the famous Wasps club.  His first appearance for Harrogate was in the 1990/1991 season at Walsall.  
He finished playing for Harrogate at the end of the 1998/1999 season. 
Finnegan, John, D.  (Died 8th June 2017 aged 71) Bar and 
Clubhouse Chairman 2007/2008. President of Harrogate Rugby Club, 
2012 - 2017. 
Following John’s untimely death his wife Jo continued to be a valued 
member of the club and involved herself in many tasks at the club. 
Finnegan, Joseph, James.  (D.O.B. 25/10/1975) 2nd row. James 
began his rugby career with Harrogate U9s and went on to play for 
Yorkshire Schools 18 group in 1993. In the 1995/1996 season he 
played for Oxford University and was part of the Harrogate 1st XV squad for the 1999/2000 season. 
he is the son of John and Jo. 
Firth, Stuart.  (Born 1953) Stuart was born in West Berlin, educated at Ermysted’s Grammar 
School, Skipton and later lived in Guildford.  At school he was also a talented swimmer.  He played 
club rugby with Upper Wharfedale before joining Harrogate in the 1979/1980 season as a flanker 
and played for the 1st XV until 1985.  From 1985 to 1987 he captained the Georgians. 
Fletcher, D.B. He first appears on a team photograph for the 1950/1951 season and was Captain of 
HRUFC 1958/1959.  
Fletcher, Ian.  Centre.  Ian lived in York and joined Harrogate on leaving St. Peter’s School where 
he was selected to play for Yorkshire Schools.  He first appears on a 1st XV photo for the 
1955/1956 season.  He captained the ‘A’XV for the 1966/1967 season.  He played regularly on the 
right wing but also played at centre and fly half. 
Fleming, Andrew.  North and East Yorkshire Colts Tour to Canada 1997. 
Foggo, John, Richard.  (Born 1861, died June 1907) The Harrogate FC umpire when the club 
began in 1871. (Wearing a top hat in the 1875 photo above) 
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