
Gate Post No. 115 October 2020  
This newsletter is sent to all the supporters, current and past members of Harrogate Rugby Club for 
whom we have an email address. Your contributions would be most welcome along with your 
feedback. 
Glyndwr West Smith (10/2/1935 - 9/9/2020) 

Harrogate Rugby Club is sad to announce that Glyn Smith, one of our most 
outstanding members and a wonderful person, died on Thursday 9th September 2020.  
Glyn has had several medical problems in the last few years and he died peacefully. We 
send our deepest condolences to his family. On Monday 21st September 2020 his 
funeral was held at Stonefall Crematorium for a much loved and well respected 
member of Harrogate Rugby Club. Numbers at the funeral were restricted and it is 
hoped that when the current restrictions end we will be able to hold a memorial for him 

with all his friends attending.  
Glyn was born in Blaenavon on 10th February 1935 and lived with his Mum and Dad, Mavis and 
Walter, and brother Gary and sister Ann. Being a clever lad he attended West Monmouth Grammar 
School where he excelled academically but left school at age 15 to help support his family.  

He played rugby for Blaenavon (see photo, Glyn front row 
right) but had the misfortune to have six of his teeth knocked 
out by an unfriendly rugby boot.  
Glyn began working for ICI and after studying hard at night 
school to gain his Higher National Diploma in Chemistry he 
progressed in the company and began to specialize in textiles, 
in particular, automotive textiles. Following the move of ICI 
Fibres from Pontypool to Crimple, Harrogate, Glyn moved his 
family to live in Knaresborough in 1973.  
His work took him all over Europe and he loved the 
opportunity to visit other countries and socialise with 
customers who became great friends.  He also enjoyed the 

opportunities his job gave him especially the annual trips to the British Grand Prix where he was 
invited to dine with Nigel Mansell on many occasions as ICI were his sponsors.  
He was a keen long serving member of Harrogate Probus where he was made their President.  
He met his wife Maureen in 1953 and they married in 1955 living in Blaenavon until they moved to 
Croesyceiliog and then Usk where they were active members of the church and choir. They had two 
children, Claire and Angela.  After more than 50 years together, Maureen died in 2006.   
In recent years Glyn was fortunate to meet Sheila so that he has lived with two lovely ladies in his 
life.  
Being a Welshman it was natural that he should join Harrogate Rugby Club when he came to work 
in Harrogate and he soon became a central figure at the club. One of the first jobs he took on at the 
club was as Commercial Chairman which involved persuading local companies and individuals to 
sponsor the rugby club. He was hugely successful at this and was well known to a vast number of 
people. He was Commercial Chairman from 1988 to 1994. For 11 seasons, 1991 to 2002, he 
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produced the rugby club’s programmes for the 1st XV matches. He spent many hours each week 
preparing the programmes  and his efforts were much appreciated by the rugby club members and 
visitors from other clubs.  
One of Glyn’s long lasting legacies is the Touchline Internationals. When the players came into the 
bar after the match the supporters would discuss various aspects of the game with them. Sometimes 
this would become quite heated and on one occasion the spectators were telling John Tinker how 
the game should have been played. John became exasperated and exclaimed, ‘You are nothing but a 
bunch of ‘expletive’ Touchline Internationals.’ The spectators agreed and the name stuck. The photo 
below shows the Tis posing before one of their lunches.  
Glyn was a poet and the story of the Tis he told in verse. His poems were often very long so the 
following example is restricted to three verses from the poem about the TIs. 

Even John, one day, had heard enough,  
After a match, which was hard and tough.  
A Yorkshireman and a Welshman aroused his ire,  
And of their expert advice he soon did tire.  
 
The smile on his face was replaced by a glare,  
As he cast his gaze upon the pair.  
You’re nothing but a lot of ruddy Touchline Internationals,  
He loudly stated, as the pair continued, unabated. 
  
At that, both men were stopped in their tracks,  
And looked at each other, quite taken aback.  
But then both men smiled as realisation did dawn,  
They both agreed with John, and the TIs were born.  
(Photos: Glyn with the Rugby World Cup. (The Touchline Internationals silver cockerel) 
Since then the Touchline Internationals have become a recognised group within the club and under 
Glyn’s leadership they have organised match sponsorship, dinners, Christmas lunches, Burns Night 
suppers, and running the Pub Sevens which have all helped to add many thousands of pounds to the 
club coffers over the years. 
Glyn established an award for the Touchline International of the year in the 1992 season and he won 
the award himself in 1994. The award is presented annually and the winner receives a silver 
cockerel to keep for the year. 
The highest honour at Harrogate Rugby Club is to be elected President and Glyn’s presidency was 
from 1994 to 1996.        
We can thank Glyn for his friendship, his kindness, his generosity, his time, his energy, his good 
humour, and for so many of our rugby club memories and we say farewell to a wonderful man! 
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Who’s Who 
Dudley, John.  2nd row.  John began his rugby career with Rotherham when he 
was 16.  In his prime he was 6 feet 4 inches tall and weighed 17.5 stones.  In 
1998/1999 he was the Allied Dunbar Division 2 Player of the year and in 1999 
the ‘Look North’ Player of the Year.  In January 2000 he received the Sports 
Writers Award for Services to Rugby which was presented at the Cafe Royal in 
London.  He played for the North against the New Zealand Barbarians at the 
McAlpine Stadium in 1996.  He moved to Harrogate for the 2000/2001 season 
and played for Yorkshire during the same season.  His first game for Harrogate 
was against Fylde on Saturday 11th November 2000.   In the 2001/2002 season 
he was the club’s leading try scorer with 16 tries.   He was in Harrogate’s 
Yorkshire Cup winning teams against Wharfedale 15/4/2002 and against 
Doncaster 14/5/2003. He left Harrogate at the end of the 2003/2004 season.                                                                 
Duncan, 2nd Lieutenant Charles, Eric.   
Harrogate Herald - 6th December 1916 
‘Second Lieutenant Charles Eric Duncan, of the Rifle Brigade, younger son of Mr and Mrs David 
Duncan, Crookleigh, Franklin Road, Harrogate, was killed in action on the 24th November 1916. 
He joined the Leeds University OTC in July, 1915, and received his commission in the Royal 
Fusiliers in the December following. He served in Dublin during the rising, and was afterwards 
transferred to the Rifle Brigade, and went out to the Front in August 1915. He was a member of the 
Harrogate Old Boys' Rugby Union Football Club’ and is listed on the club’s memorial to those who 
were killed during the war. 
Harrogate Herald - 2nd May 1917 Wednesday Gossip 
My attention has been drawn through some work done by R. Ackrill to a number of beautiful 
portraits in oils of well-known Harrogate young men who have made the supreme sacrifice, which 
have been executed by Mrs Varney, (Mr and Mrs A. Varney, artists, 20 Park Parade) of the Park 
Parade Studios, Harrogate. The soldiers include Second Lieutenant C. E. Duncan.  In each case 
excellent likenesses have been secured, and the work does the artist infinite credit. Mrs Varney is 
making a speciality of this class of work, producing a high-class picture at a moderate figure. 
Duncan, D. (Junior). Secretary of HOB 1912 to 1914. 
Duncombe, Matthew, Nicholas.   (D.O.B. 27/8/1975) Matt joined Harrogate in 1999 playing either 

centre or fly half and he was a goal kicker.  During his first season he was the 
leading points scorer with 197 and appeared in every game.  He had previously 
played for Leicester Youth and gained an England cap at U16’s Schools level.  He 
played at Loughborough College and Leeds University and for two seasons played 
for Leeds Tykes.  Played for Yorkshire in 2001/2002.   He made 142 appearances 
for Harrogate.    He was part of the Yorkshire Cup winning teams against 
Wharfedale 15/4/2002 and against Doncaster 14/5/2003.  He played in the 
Harrogate Sevens team which represented Yorkshire at Twickenham in 2003.   His 

last season with Harrogate was 2005/2006.                                                      
Dunn, Colette.  Colette Dunn was appointed as Chairperson and Captain of the Harrogate Women’s 
Rugby Section for 2002/2003. She was the Clubhouse Manager from 2008 to 2010. 
Dunn, Iain.  Commercial Chairman 2008/2009. 
Durward-Brown, D.  Dr.   President of HOB 1925 - 1927.  
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Duthie, Harry.  Wing. Played for Scotland U18’s v French Schools U18’s on Saturday 1st April 
2006.  Played for HRUFC 1st XV from 2006 to 2008. 
Earnshaw, S.B. He joined Harrogate for the 1960/1961 season as a centre for the 
Colts and in the 1961/1962 season he became a regular first team player until 
1962/1963.  He was described as a hard runner and a tremendous tackler.  He was 
educated at Worksop College and lived in Horsforth. He played for 
Northumberland in1962/1963 and 10 times for Yorkshire between 1965 and 1967 
when he was a member of Scarborough RUFC.  He first appears on a Harrogate 
1st XV team photograph for 1960/1961. 
Easterby, Guy.  (DOB: 21/3/1971) 

Playing scrum half, Guy Easterby, enjoyed a phenomenal rise to success between 
leaving school in 1989 and winning a full cap for Yorkshire in 1992.  
After leaving Ampleforth, Guy joined the Harrogate Colts side in 1989 and his 
rugby career flourished.  He made his Harrogate First XV debut at the age of 18 
in the game against Wigan and played 7 games for the 1st XV in the 1989/1990 
season.   He scored his first try for Harrogate in the Yorkshire Cup game against 
Yarnbury winning 32 - 15 and in 1991 played seven games for the First Team, 
including the Yorkshire Cup Final win over Otley. His debut for Yorkshire came 
on his birthday in March 1992 and he played several times for the County. In the 
following season he played for Yorkshire and The North U21s and then won a 

full Yorkshire cap against Cornwall in the County Championship Semi Final losing 3 - 22. 
He was part of Harrogate’s highly successful Under 21's side which reached the semi-finals of the 
famous London Irish Festival, being narrowly defeated by Rosslyn Park. 
He turned down an offer to play for Otley to “stick with Harrogate” and do his best to help them 
through to Division 3 of the National League. He played six seasons for Harrogate. 
From Harrogate he went on to play for Rotherham, London Scottish, Llanelli and Ireland. The 
photograph above shows Guy playing for Rotherham. He played for Yorkshire from 1991 to 1995.  
He made his debut for Ireland in the 83 - 3 victory against the United States on 10th June 2000. 
Many of his 27 appearances for Ireland were made from the replacements bench.  In 2010 he 
became the team manager of Leinster. 
Easterby, Simon, Henry.  (DOB: 21/7/1975) Flanker.  Born in Harrogate, Simon 

is four years younger than his brother Guy and, like him, he joined 
Harrogate Colts when he left Ampleforth College.  Simon played 
for the Yorkshire Colts when they defeated Gloucestershire at 
Twickenham on 11th December 1993.  He played for Yorkshire in 
1995 and played for Ireland U21’s in 1997 against Wales when 
they lost 16 - 44. Simon spent a year in Australia after leaving 
school then returned to Harrogate where he quickly progressed 

from the Georgians to the First XV. Simon made his 1st XV debut for 
Harrogate when he came on from the replacements’ bench as a No.8 in the 8 - 
10 defeat against Rotherham on 15th January 1994.  At the end of the 
1996/1997 season he moved to play for Leeds then joined his brother at Llanelli 
where he was Captain for 5 consecutive seasons and went on to  win 65 caps 
playing for Ireland.  He made his debut for Ireland in the Six Nations victory 
over Scotland at Lansdowne Road in 2000.  He played for the British and Irish 
Lions in 2005 and retired in 2010.   
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Match Programme Designs
Harrogate Rugby Club has a substantial collection of match programmes but the collection is incomplete. 
The minutes of a committee meeting on November 14th 1949 held at  the Alexandra Hotel  record that  Mr.  Moss-
Blundell and another should be approached regarding programmes.  In the minutes of the next meeting on Monday 12th 
December 1949 ‘The Secretary reported that it had now been found possible to publish the programmes a week earlier 
than had been anticipated.  The first issue would appear on December 17th and Mr. Ashcroft undertook to provide 
sellers on that day.’  At a meeting held on Monday 9th January 1950 the minutes record that, ‘It was resolved that the 
price of programmes be raised from 2d. to 3d. forthwith.’ Since then the design of the programme has been modified 
from time to time. The first programme printed using the design below was for the 17th December 1949 for the game 
against Pocklington.  

The above design was still being used until 1982/1983

1990/1991
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1993/1994

1995/1996

1996/1997

Glynn Smith produced the match programmes from 1991 to 2002.
Stuart Young produced the match programmes from 2002 to 2009.
Brian Forshaw produced the match programme from 2009 to 2020.
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1997/1998

2018/2019

2019/2020
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Programme for a game between Otley and Harrogate Old Boys 1936
Harrogate Old Boys were defeated in the final of the Yorkshire Cup Competition 26 - 0 by Otley on 4th April 1936 at 
Bradford. The match programme for this game is shown below.

      

Headingley v Harrogate Old Boys 22nd October 1932
This is the earliest programme in the club archives for a Harrogate Old Boys game.

Duplicate programmes
 There is more than one copy of some programmes in the club’s collection. If you would like a copy of a programme for 
a particular game please contact brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com
Please consider making a financial donation to the club in return for your copy programme. If we have a duplicate copy 
of the programme it can be sent to you. Alternatively, you could have a photocopy or a photograph of the programme 
sent by email.
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