
Gate Post No. 129 December 2021 
This newsletter is sent to all the supporters, current and past members of Harrogate Rugby Club for 
whom we have an email address. Please forward the newsletter to anyone else who may be 
interested. If you would like to be added to our database for future copies please send your email 
address to brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com. Your contributions would be most welcome along 
with your feedback. If you would like copies of previous editions please contact 
brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com. 
150th Anniversary Ball and Gala Dinner 

To celebrate Harrogate Rugby Club’s 150th anniversary,  
a Gala Dinner and Ball will be held at the Pavilions of 
Harrogate on Saturday 18th December 2021 from 7.00 
p.m.  Tickets are now available £60 per person from:  
Email: hrfc150events@outlook.com or  
Tel: 07721 712812. 
Sponsorship packages are available. 

150th Anniversary of Harrogate RUFC 1871 - 2021 
As the club celebrates its 150th anniversary it seems appropriate to celebrate the occasion as close as 
possible to the date of the first recorded match which was played on 16th December 1871, opposite The 
Coach and Horses public house on the area currently known as the West Park Stray. Harrogate fielded 16 
players to Leeds 11. Harrogate lost the match. The result was Leeds one goal and five touchdowns, Harrogate 
1 touchdown. Two sets of brothers played in the match for the Harrogate team:  Frank, Fred, Tom and 
William Fawcett.  This was the only game lost in the club’s first four seasons. 
 Since 1945, some of the minutes of club committee meetings have been available and since 1949 many 
match day programmes.  In the 1980’s the late Sid Bradley began to assemble the available material and the 
club is grateful to him for all the work that he did. 
Harrogate Rugby Club, in its various forms, has been an enjoyable, fulfilling and important part of many 
people’s lives.   It is unlikely that the young men of Harrogate who set up the first Harrogate Rugby Club in 
1871 would have envisaged the club continuing for 150 years but it is highly likely that their attitude to the 
game was very similar to that of the players of today.   
Sources of Information About the  History of Harrogate Rugby Club 
Further information about the history of the club can be found in: Yorkshire RFU Handbooks, Harrogate 
Advertiser Newspaper, Harrogate Herald, Knaresborough Post, Yorkshire Post, and Ackrill’s Annual.  
Harrogate RUFC membership books are prepared and printed before the beginning of the season and 
changes are often made as the season progresses.  The club has memberships books from the early years of 
the club. . Match day programmes are prepared and printed before match day and are subject to changes, 
particularly players’ names. Harrogate match programmes were first produced in 1949.
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1871 The Beginning
This splendid photograph, above, of the Harrogate Football Team from 1875 has survived and takes pride of 
place in the Rudding Lane clubhouse. 
Harrogate Football Team  Unbeaten 1872 - 3 - 4 - 5   
Back row left to right:  T. Fawcett, G. Milner, J. H.Young. Next row:  H. Thomas, Dick Toas, Tom Gospel, J. 
Toas, J. Foggo(with hat), J.W. Ackrill, G. Walshaw.  Front row left to right:  J. Howard, C. Williams, 
F. Fawcett, A. Pullan, Frank Fawcett, W. Fawcett, Ted Shutt.
The J.W. Ackrill listed is believed to be related to the Ackrill family, which was one of the early proprietors  
of the Ackrill Newspapers in Harrogate and he was also the Honorary Secretary of the rugby club for the 
1873/74 season.  Another player in the photo, Tom Gospel, is mentioned in the Harrogate Herald Newspaper 
of Wednesday, April 13th 1887 where there is a report of a ‘benefit’ match for Tom Gospel who is reported to 
have played for the club for 17 years.  The four Fawcetts are two  sets of brothers, Tom, Frank, Fred and 
William, and Tom Fawcett was Captain for the 1873/74 season.  There are 16 players in the photograph and 
it must be remembered that, at this time, the number of players in a team could be varied.  The Captains 
before the game would agree the numbers in each team.  This allowed for a handicap system when one team 
was known to be stronger than the other.  
Moustaches and beards were apparently fashionable at the time.  The boots did not have studs but some 
players would attach strips of leather to the soles to improve the grip, this was known as ‘barring the boots.’  
John Richard Foggo, wearing the top hat, was the club’s umpire.   
Games involving a pig’s bladder or other similar object had been played throughout the history of mankind 
and in the early part of the nineteenth century the boys being educated at public schools had developed their 
own versions of a game with features similar to the games we now know as soccer and rugby.  The pupils 
attending public schools were encouraged to play their games by Headmasters like Thomas Arnold of Rugby 
School. The novel, ‘Tom Brown’s Schooldays,’ by Thomas Hughes, first published in 1857, was very 
popular and helped to generate interest in the game. The book includes a very clear description of the rules of 
the football game as played at Rugby School.  
The legend of William Webb Ellis picking up the ball and running with it dates from the early part of the 
nineteenth century when he was a pupil at Rugby School.  If he did pick up the ball and run with it, he either 
misunderstood the rules of the game at the time or it was a deliberate provocative act for which he would 
surely have been severely censured.  
Several factors came together which allowed the game of rugby football to rapidly develop in the late 19th 
century.  When they left school or university the young men of the time were keen to continue playing the 
game in their home towns.  By the middle of the nineteenth century railways covered the country and 
transporting fifteen to twenty young men from one place to another to play their fixtures had never been 
easier.  In the second half of the 19th century working men were given Saturday afternoons off and they 
looked for ways to spend their new leisure time.  This combination of factors helped the game to grow and 
develop.  Harrogate was by this time a successful Spa town and many of the young men of the town would 
be familiar with the game of rugby, which acquired its name when rules similar to those used at Rugby 
School were adopted.  
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The object of the game in the 1870’s was to set up a situation whereby the ball could be kicked between the 
goal posts and over the crossbar.  To achieve this, each team would attempt to make progress towards the 
opposition goal line.  If the ball was moved over the goal line the team could take a kick at goal.  A kick from 
anywhere on the field was known as a field goal. The result of a game was decided on the number of goals 
scored; tries and points would only be used a few years later.  The game mainly involved kicking the ball 
with the feet but play also involved scrummages and rucks, which could last for several minutes.
Interest in rugby must have been considerable in the 1860s and 1870s as many clubs were established during 
this period and this culminated in the formation of the Rugby Football Union.  On 26th January 1871, 32 
representatives of 21 rugby clubs met at the Pall Mall Restaurant in London and founded the Rugby Football 
Union (RFU).  Algernon Rutter was elected as President and a committee was formed.  Their first task was to 
agree a set of laws and they used the version adopted at Rugby School.  Until 1863 there had been one single 
game, which incorporated aspects of both the games we now know as soccer and rugby, and this included 
hacking and tripping.  Some of those attending the meeting wanted to remove the hacking and tripping along 
with the handling and this became the basis of the game we now know as soccer.
The Blackheath Club attended this meeting and refused to agree to these changes as they wished to retain 
both hacking and handling which was very much in line with the laws used at Rugby School.
On the 27th March 1871 the newly formed RFU accepted a challenge, from a combination of leading 
Scottish Football Clubs, for an international rugby match to be played at Raeburn Place, Edinburgh. Clubs 
playing what we now call rugby continued to be known as football clubs.  
Refereeing of the game in the early years was done by the captains of both teams, which meant that 
‘disputes’ were common. Later, non-playing umpires were introduced.  Referees with whistles were first seen 
in 1885/86 in addition to the umpires who eventually became linesmen and carried sticks which were later to 
become flags. 
In 1876 the method of scoring was amended and results were now decided by a majority of goals and tries 
and in some games by a complicated system including ‘minors’ which appear to be like near misses such as 
touch in goal, dead balls and missed drop goals.  Scoring by points became the norm in 1886, a try one point, 
conversion 2 points and a dropped goal 3 points.  
In these early days the number of players and the laws to be used would be discussed and agreed before the 
start of play. 
Timeline of Harrogate Rugby Club 1871 - 2021
•1871 Founded as Harrogate Football Club. The first match, played on 16th December 1871, was played 
opposite The Coach and Horses on the area currently known as the West Park Stray. Harrogate fielded 16 
players to Leeds 11 and lost the match. The result was Leeds one goal and five touchdowns, Harrogate 1 
touchdown. Two sets of Fawcett brothers played in the match Frank, Fred, Tom and William Fawcett. This 
was the only game lost in the club’s first four seasons. 
•1875 Played at Dragon Fields where ‘Smiths the Rink’ is today. 
•1896 19th December the Harrogate FC moves to Claro Road. 
•1903 Harrogate played Canada at Claro Road losing 5 - 0. 
•1905 Win Yorkshire Cup for the first time, 7 - 5 against Wakefield Balne Lane 22/4/1905 at Castleford. 
          This was a replay following a 5 - 5 draw 15/04/1905. 
•1906 Harrogate Old Boys formed from the HFC 2nd XV. 
•1907 HFC win Yorkshire Cup 13/04/07 v Headingley 11 - 6 at Castleford. 
•1914 HFC becomes a soccer club, Harrogate Town, but the war intervenes. 
         After the war rugby continues as Harrogate Old Boys playing at Claro Road. 
•1923 Harrogate R.U.F.C. re-formed. 
•1926 Harrogate Old Boys purchase the Claro Road ground 
•1928 The changing rooms were built and regarded as the best in the county. They continued to be used until 
the club moved to Rudding Lane in 2015. 
•1936 Harrogate R.U.F.C. amalgamates with Harrogate Old Boys. 
•1945 Harrogate Old Boys agree to change name to Harrogate RUFC. 
•1948 Colts team formed under the guidance of Mr. G. Ashcroft. 
•1949 Winners Yorkshire Cup v Skipton 20 - 6 at Otley (23/4/1949) First programme printed. 
•1957 Harrogate Georgians (Ex Civil Service, St Georges Road) join Harrogate R.U.F.C. Georgians name 
retained as the second team title. 
•1963 New Club House opened 2/9/1963 at Claro Road. 
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•1965 Winners Yorkshire Cup v Wakefield 9 - 8 at Otley, 28/4/1965. 
•1968 Winners of Daily Telegraph Northern Merit Table. Club Captain Jeff Young, Welsh International. 
•1971 Club Centenary 
•1972 The Bantams, now known as the Mini/Junior section was formed as one of the first in the country. 
•1981 Won Yorkshire Cup, Harrogate 12 - 3 Morley, 28/4/1981
1987-1988 League North 1, finished 5th 
1988-1989 League North 1, finished 4th 
•1990 Promotion from Division North 1 to Division 4 North 
•1991 Winners Yorkshire Cup v Otley 23 - 4 at Morley, 30/4/1991. Finished 6th in League 4 North. 
•1992 Winners Yorkshire Cup v Bradford & Bingley 12-7,  28/4/1992. 
1992/1993 Division North champions, promoted to newly formed League 4.  
•1993/1994 Division 4 finished 2nd. 
•1994/1995 Division 3 finished 7th. 
•1995/1996 Division 3 finished 6th. 
•1996/1997 Division 3 finished 5th. 
•1997/1998 Jewson National 1 finished 14th. 
•1998/1999 Jewson National 1 finished 12th. 
•1999/2000 Jewson National 1 finished 6th. 
•2000/2001 National 1 finished 5th. Represented Yorkshire in National 7's Cup at Twickenham. 
•2001/2002 National 2 finished 4th. Won Yorkshire Cup 24 - 19 Wharfedale, 15/4/2002 at Otley. 
                    Represented Yorkshire in National 7's, winning the competition played at Twickenham. 
•2002/2003 National 2 finished 4th. Won Yorkshire Cup v Doncaster 13-12 at Morley, 14/5/2002. 
                   Runners up in National 7's Cup representing Yorkshire at Twickenham. 
•2003/2004 National Division 2 finished 8th. 
•2004/2005 National Division 2 finished 10th. 
•2005/2006 National Division 2 finished 13th avoided relegation due to league reshuffle. 
•2006/2007 National Division 2 finished 14th – relegated. 
•2007/2008 National Division 3 North finished 6th. 
•2008/2009 National Division 3 North finished 5th. 
•2009/2010 National League 2 North finished 4th. 
•2010/2011 National League 2 North finished 6th. 
•2011/2012 National League 2 North finished 14th and relegated to National 3 North. 
•2012/2013 Finished 2nd in National 3 North. Won the play off to gain promotion. 
•2013/2014 Finished 9th in National League 2 North. 
•2014/2015 Finished 4th in National League 2 North. Won Yorkshire Cup 16 - 12 v Wharfedale 30/4/2015.
•2015 At the end of the 2014/2015 season, left Claro Road and moved to new 26 acre site at Rudding Lane.
•2015/2016 Finished 7th in National League 2 North. Won Yorkshire Cup 38 - 3 v Sheffield Tigers 18/5/2016
•2016/2017 Finished 14th out of 16 - National League 2 North. Relegated to Northern Premier League. Won 
the Yorkshire Cup for 3rd season in a row when Sheffield Tigers withdrew from the final.
•2017/2018 Finished 3rd in the Northern Premier League. Lost 19 - 22 to Doncaster Phoenix in the semi final 
of the Yorkshire Cup.
•2018/2019 Finished 3rd in the Northern Premier League
Withdrew from the Yorkshire Cup competition along with most other clubs.  
•2019/2020 Finished 2nd in the North Premier League and promoted to North 2. The season ended early due 
to the Coronavirus pandemic and the final positions were decided on overall performance during the season.
•2020/2021 No rugby played due to Coronavirus.
•2021/2022 National League rugby returns with Harrogate now playing in the National League 2 North.
                  16th December 2021 - HRUFC celebrates 150 years as a rugby club.

4



HARROGATE TOUCH RUGBY PERFORMS WELL IN 1ST TOURNAMENT Saturday 30/10/2021
Harrogate Touch Rugby (“HTR”) 
played in its very first Touch Rugby 
Tournament on Saturday 30/10/2021, 
held at Northallerton Rugby Club. The 
tournament was part of the England 
Touch Association’s Autumn Regional 
Roadshows, with Harrogate playing 
against seven other well-established 
teams from the North East. Despite 
very little preparation, HTR performed 
massively above expecta t ions , 
improving with every game, before 
losing out to Catterick Touch in the 
Shield Final by a solitary try in extra-
time.
Head of Harrogate Touch Rugby, Tony 
Lewis, said he was hugely proud of 
every player in the squad of 14, with 
G e m m a We b s t e r t a k i n g t h e 

Tournament, “Most Valuable Player,” 
award across all eight teams. 
Also special mention to our own MVP Neil Hennigan and our most improved player Jack Mitchell. three 
shining stars but fourteen heroes. For sure this will now be the first of many competitions and tournaments 
and HTR is well and truly on its way. Many thanks to Harrogate Rugby Club, in particular to Director of 
Rugby Dave Doherty, for the ongoing support in helping touch rugby to grow and flourish in Harrogate..
HTR runs two Touch Rugby sessions every week, all year round - mainly social, all inclusive, mixed and all 
abilities sessions, with occasional more formalised coaching sessions, e.g. ahead of tournaments like the 
above. Everyone welcome, including new members – please come along to any of our sessions. Touch 
membership is only £50 per year.  Contact Tony Lewis on 07970 216420 for more details.

NEW CLUB TIES HAVE BEEN ORDERED
Top quality silk ties to celebrate 150 years of Rugby in Harrogate have now been ordered and 
will be available around Christmas time. 
The ties cost £16 each. Orders with pre-payment are being taken now.
If you would like one (design as per picture) please email:     
mike.cowling@ntlworld.com.  Demand is expected to be high, so please book one asap.

5

mailto:mike.cowling@ntlworld.com

