
Gate Post No. 133 April 2022  
This newsletter is sent to all the supporters, current and past members of Harrogate Rugby Club for 
whom we have an email address. Please forward the newsletter to anyone else who may be 
interested. If you would like to be added to our database for future copies please send your email 
address to brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com. Your contributions would be most welcome along 
with your feedback. If you would like copies of previous editions please contact 
brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com. 
David Doherty 

 After six years with Harrogate Rugby Club David Doherty will be 
stepping down at the end of the 2021/2022 season following six 
years as Director of Rugby and Commercial Chairman.  Doc has 
thanked all the players, coaches and members who have supported 
him during his time with Harrogate.  
Under his leadership Gate secured promotion back to National Two 
North at the end of the Covid-19-affected 2019/20 campaign. He 
also established the HRUFC Academy, with a number of graduates 
making their senior 1st XV debuts. 
Following the departure of Mike Aspinall in 2016 Harrogate Rugby 
Club appointed David Doherty as their new coach with additional 

responsibilities for commercial activities. His official start date was 1st June 2016. The photo shows 
him being welcomed to Harrogate by President John Finnegan. 
 Born 28th January 1987 he played his debut for Leeds in 2004 as a replacement for Dan 
Scarborough against Northampton at Headingley in the 65th minute, which made him the youngest 
ever player to play in the Premiership at just 17 years and 95 days old.  He then had spells at 
London Wasps, Sale, Jersey and Cornish Pirates. 
 As a youngster David played Rugby Union with West Leeds and Rugby League with Drighlington 
ARLFC and signed for Leeds as a dual code player. He played for the Rhinos U18s Academy side, 
and was part of the England U18 Academy squad, which toured New Zealand and Australia in July 
and August 2004. He also toured New Zealand and Australia with the Great Britain U18s Rugby 
League side and scored four tries against Auckland in a warm up, two against New Zealand, and 
then the winner against Australia to win the series for the first time ever. 
He was part of the U19 squad which won the National Colts Cup less than 24 hours after his debut, 
playing alongside the likes of Danny Care and Jordan Crane. In 2005 David was selected for the 
England side for the U19 Six Nations tournament and opened his try scoring account against Wales 
in the first game of the tournament. 
Leaving Leeds at the end of the 2005/2006 season David joined Wasps, who won the Premiership 
title during his time at the club. His first team chances at Wasps were limited and the following 
season he joined Sale Sharks and started in almost all of their games, before a knee injury set him 
back. David signed for Jersey in the autumn of 2010 and helped them to win the National Two 
South League with 18 tries. The following year he signed for Cornish Pirates and scored 14 tries in 
24 games. Harrogate Rugby Club would like to thank Doc for his immense contribution to the 
development and success of the Harrogate Rugby Club. 
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HRUFC Annual Dinner - Guest Speaker - Brian Moore 
The club’s annual dinner will be held at The Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate. 
7.15pm for 8pm - Thursday 28th April 2022 
The main speaker will be Brian Moore who is a former Old Crossleyans and 
England player with 64 Caps, 3 Grand Slam wins, 2 Lions tours, 3 World Cup 
tournaments, TV Commentator and Analyst and qualified referee. 
The Master of Ceremonies for the evening will be Kevin Lynch, renowned 
speaker and former Football League referee. 
Our main sponsor for the evening will be Emsley Crane Hire. 

Tickets cost £60 per person   Tables of 10 -12 available. Includes £10 entry to Heads n’ Tails game.      
Includes £5 raffle tickets per person. Black Tie (optional suit and club tie) 
Contact: Mike.cowling@ntlworld.com Tel: 07941 224468 to book your place. 
SEAN KELLY MEMORIAL BENCH      Kindly provided by Richard Austin Alloys  
Sean Kelly (1945 - 2021) 
A memorial bench for Sean Kelly has been installed in a prime sunny 
spot on the Rudding Lane ground. Sean, a long time supporter and 
sponsor of the club, sadly died on Sunday 9th May 2021 aged 75. 
Sean and his company, Richard Austin Alloys, were involved with 
Harrogate Rugby Club for over twenty years beginning when Sean 
moved to live in Hampsthwaite, and became a neighbour of other 
Harrogate supporters known as, “The Hampsthwaite Mafia.” 
When the planning application to move the rugby ground from Claro Road to Killinghall was 
rejected, Sean joined the club committee to pressure Harrogate Council to support the club in its 
ambition to relocate before Crest Homes served notice for the club to vacate Claro Road. 
Every year since 2003, Sean’s company has generously sponsored and supported the club and this 
support has continued to the present. Sean attended every annual dinner since 1998 and always 
booked a couple of tables.  
Cumming, Graham, John. (Born 1935)  Harrogate Rugby Club is sad to announce that 
former Harrogate player and Captain, Graham Cumming, died on Tuesday 15th March 2022.  
Graham joined Harrogate in 1956 from Hull 
and East Riding.  He attended Fettes College 
and captained the school team from where he 
was selected to play for Yorkshire Schools.  
After leaving school he went to Edinburgh 
Wanderers and had an Edinburgh Area trial.  
Whilst at Harrogate he had a trial for 
Yorkshire. He first appears on a team 
photograph for the 1958/1959 season. He was 
the Harrogate 1st XV Vice Captain 
1960/1961 and Captain of HRUFC from 1965 
to 1967. He played full back in the 1965 
Yorkshire Cup winning team and it was his 
three penalties which created the 9 - 8 victory 
against Wakefield. He was a farmer living at Poplars Farm, Ferensby and finished playing rugby in 
the 1967/1968 season. He became a regular 1st XV supporter on match days. We send our sincere 
condolences to his family. We are waiting to hear about funeral arrangements. The photographs  
show Graham in his successful playing days. (Photo Above) Yorkshire Cup Winning team 
28/4/1965 Harrogate 9 - 8 Wakefield (Played at Otley.) 

2



 

(Above)Yorkshire Cup Final team 27/4/1966 Bradford 8 - 3 Harrogate (Played at Otley) 
Back row left to right: In the background Gordon Frank. Steve Wilkins, J.F.Pawson, Chris 
Nordon,  ?  , Don Chappell, Steve Hipps,   ?   , John Milburn, Bob Fall. Front row left to right: 
K.J.Giddings, Jeff Young, Oliver Grant, Graham Cumming(Captain), Mike Bielby, Charlie 
Mitchell, Mike Hymas. 

  

Harrogate 1st XV 1965/1966 (above)  
Back row left to right:  Ken Butler-Smith (Chairman of Selectors), N.D.C.Smith, J.F.Stephenson, 
M.D. Mordy, D.F. Chappell, J.F. Pawson, A.G.I. Wood, W.S. Robertson, K.J. Giddings, J.E. Smith, 
D.G. Roberts (Secretary), R.H. Fall.  Front row left to right: J.M. Milburn, S.R. Hipps, S.D. 
Wilkins, T.O. Grant (Vice Captain), J.G. Cumming (Captain), J. Young, C.E. Mitchell, M.A. 
Hymas, C.L. Rotherham.  
Other 1st XV XV players during the 1965/1966 season:  M.W. Bielby, D.J. Loud, Mike Newport, 
Malcolm A.C. MacDonald, Bill Morgan, E.G. Acons,    P. Hesford, J.W. Hartley, C.G. Shipley,  
1st XV playing record 1965/1966: won 28, drawn 1, lost 5, points for: 372, against 158. 
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