
Gate Post No. 148 July 2023  
This newsletter is sent to all the supporters, current and past members of Harrogate Rugby Club for whom 
we have an email address.  Please forward the newsletter to anyone else who may be interested.  If you 
would like to be added to our database for future copies please send your email address to 
brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com. Your contributions would be most welcome along with your feedback. If 
you would like copies of previous editions, please contact Brian Forshaw. 

Message for Keith Gascoigne 
If anyone is in touch with Keith Gascoigne, please ask him to contact me by email as I do not have his email 
address and someone is trying to contact him. 

Harrogate RUFC 1st XV Fixtures 2023/2024 
North 1 East League 
2023 
02 Sept A DRIFFIELD 
09 Sept H HEATH 3pm 
16 Sept A ILKLEY 
23 Sept A ALNWICK 
30 Sept H SANDAL 3pm 
14 Oct A SCUNTHORPE 
21 Oct H PONTEFRACT 3pm 
04 Nov A YORK 
11 Nov H BLAYDON 2pm 
18 Nov A CLECKHEATON 
02 Dec H DONCASTER PHOENIX. 2pm 
09 Dec A HEATH 
16 DEC H ILKLEY 2pm 
2024 
06 Jan H ALNWICK 2pm 
13 Jan A SANDAL 
27 Jan H SCUNTHORPE 2pm 
03 Feb A PONTEFRACT 
17 Feb H YORK 2pm 
02 Mar A BLAYDON 
16 Mar H CLECKHEATON 3pm 
23 Mar A DONCASTER PH. 
06 Apr H DRIFFIELD 3pm 
History of HRUFC results against the teams in 
North 1 East League 
Driffield (Founded 1926 - Colours: Dark blue, 
black and white hoops) 
25/9/1979   Harrogate 8 - 4 Driffield 
19/1/1981   Driffield 9 - 32 Harrogate 
11/4/1989 Harrogate 29- 0 Driffield (Qtr. Final YC) 
15/2/1992   Harrogate 26 - 9 Driffield 
18/11/1995 Harrogate 77 - 7 Driffield 
Ilkley 
1/2/1873     Harrogate v Ilkley (Harrogate won by 5 
touch downs and 12 rouges to nil) 
14/11/1908  Ilkley 5 - 0 Harrogate FC 
2/1/1909      Harrogate FC 3 - 27 Ilkley 

30/11/1912  Ilkley v Harrogate O.B. (Cancelled) 
21/12/1912  Harrogate O.B. 31 - 0 Ilkley 
20/9/1913    Ilkley 0 - 24 Harrogate FC 
17/1/1914    Harrogate FC v Ilkley 
11/10/1919  Ilkley v Harrogate O.B. 
20/11/1920  Harrogate O.B. 8 - 0 Ilkley 
10/11/1928 Harrogate O.B.vIlkley (Harrogate won) 
12/1/1929  Ilkley v Harrogate O.B. (Harrogate lost) 
16/11/1946  Ilkley 12 - 3 Harrogate 
1/11/1947    Harrogate 14 - 11 Ilkley 
21/2/1948    Harrogate 15 - 5 Ilkley (6th Rd. YC) 
1949            Harrogate 16 - 14 Ilkley (2nd Rd. YC) 
25/2/1950    Harrogate v Ilkley (Cancelled - snow) 
24/11/1951  Ilkley 6 - 6 Harrogate 
11/12/1954  Ilkley  3 - 19 Harrogate 
12/4/1955    Harrogate 31 - 6 Ilkley 
10/12/1955  Harrogate 6 - 15 Ilkley 
24/12/1955  Ilkley 16 - 10 Harrogate 
22/12/1956  Ilkley 3 - 3 Harrogate  
16/2/1957    Harrogate 8 - 3 Ilkley 
21/12/1957  Ilkley 11 - 13 Harrogate 
28/12/1957  Harrogate 11 - 6 Ilkley 
27/12/1958  Ilkley 3 - 3 Harrogate 
28/1/1961    Harrogate 6 - 3 Ilkley 
27/1/1962    Ilkley 0 - 28 Harrogate 
22/12/1962  Ilkey 8 - 11 Harrogate 
20/3/1965    Harrogate 21 - 5 Ilkley 
19/3/1966    Ilkley 9 - 25 Harrogate 
11/4/1966    Harrogate 14 - 3 Ilkley 
23/12/1967  Harrogate (won) v Ilkley 
25/3/1978    Harrogate v Ilkley 
25/11/2017  Ilkley 6 - 24 Harrogate NPL 
24/3/2018    Harrogate 26 - 15 Ilkley NPL 
8/12/2018   Ilkley 17 - 24 Harrogate NPL  
23/2/2019Harrogate v Ilkley (YC HRUFC win-bye)  
6/4/2019     Harrogate 47 - 27 Ilkley NPL  
7/9/2019    Ilkley 7 - 38 Harrogate NPL  
Alnwick (Founded 1960) 
17/11/2018  Harrogate 10 - 13 Alnwick NPL  
9/3/2019      Alnwick 7 - 24 Harrogate NPL  
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19/10/2019 Harrogate 40 - 16 Alnwick NPL   
15/2/2020  Alnwick  0 - 25 Harrogate NPL  
Sandal (Founded 1927-Amber, maroon and 
white)  
16/9/1933      Harrogate O.B. v Sandal (First 
fixture) 
22/9/1934      Sandal v Harrogate O.B. 
21/9/1935      Harrogate O.B. v Sandal 
19/9/1936      Sandal v Harrogate O.B. 
18/9/1937      Harrogate O.B. v Sandal 
26/2/1938      Harrogate O.B. 9 - 27 Sandal (6th Rd. 
YC) 
17/9/1938      Sandal v Harrogate O.B. 
16/9/1939      Harrogate O.B. v Sandal 
3/11/1945      Sandal v Harrogate O.B. 
23/11/1946    Harrogate 0 - 0 Sandal 
1/3/1947        Sandal v Harrogate 
26/12/1947    Sandal 11 - 0  Harrogate 
3/1/1948        Harrogate 14 - 3 Sandal 
30/10/1948    Harrogate 8 - 11 Sandal 
29/10/1949    Sandal 3 - 22 Harrogate 
30/9/1950      Harrogate 42 - 3 Sandal 
16/12/1950    Sandal v Harrogate 
29/9/1951      Sandal 16 - 16 Harrogate 
20/9/1952      Harrogate 42 - 9 Sandal 
20/2/1954      Sandal XV v Harrogate 'A' XV 
(H’gate won) 
27/10/1962    Harrogate 21 - 8 Sandal (Brief match 
report in Sandal programme 8/12/2012) 
23/10/1985    Sandal 12 - 13 Harrogate (New 
Sandal floodlights switched on) 
10/9/1986     Harrogate 20 - 10 Sandal (6.30 k.o.) 
29/10/1986   Sandal 10 - 0 Harrogate (7.30 k.o.) 
12/4/1988     Sandal 6 - 9 Harrogate (Yorks Cup 
1/4) 
2/9/1992       Harrogate 39 - 5 Sandal 
7/12/1996     Harrogate 22 - 10 Sandal 
17/4/2001     Harrogate Georgians 14 - 30 Sandal 
(YC Rd.2) 
8/12/2012     Sandal 20 - 17 Harrogate NL3N 
13/4/2013     Harrogate 8 - 19 Sandal NL3N 
19/9/2015     Harrogate 23 - 26 Sandal N2N 
9/1/2016       Sandal 17 - 35 Sandal N2N 
9/9/2017       Harrogate 44 - 21 Sandal NPL 
24/2/2018     Sandal 31 - 39 Harrogate NPL 
1/9/2018       Sandal 18 - 22 Harrogate NPL  
13/4/2019     Harrogate 24 - 13 Sandal NPL  
21/9/2019     Sandal 25 - 29 Harrogate NPL  
11/1/2020     Harrogate 25 - 15 Sandal NPL  
Scunthorpe 
17/10/1998 Scunthorpe 0 - 29 Harrogate(Tetley 
Cup Rd.2) 
22/10/2016 Harrogate 14 - 18 Scunthorpe NL2N 

11/2/2017   Scunthorpe 15 - 18 Harrogate NL2N 
19/8/2017   Harrogate 80 - 21 Scunthorpe 
(Friendly) 
Pontefract 
23/2/1926    Pontefract 23 - 0 Harrogate (YC 2nd 
Rd.)  
3/9/1985     Harrogate 16 - 4 Pontefract 
21/4/1990   Harrogate won v Pontefract (Pilkington 
Cup play off) 
3/2/1996     Harrogate 22 - 18 Pontefract (Yorks. 
Cup) 
York 
17/4/1948    York 16 - 3 Harrogate 
25/3/1950   Harrogate 6 - 6 York 
22/12/1951 Harrogate 8 - 0 York 
11/9/1985   Harrogate v York 
17/9/1986   Harrogate v York 
1/9/1988     Harrogate v York (Match cancelled) 
Blaydon (Founded 1888)(Colours: red with black 
trim - black with red trim) 
8/4/1896      Harrogate FC 8 - 3 Blaydon 
12/4/1909    HarrogateFC(won) v Blaydon  
12/4/1980    Harrogate 31 - 10 Blaydon (First 
Blaydon fixture at Claro Road since 1896) 
29/9/2018    Blaydon 42 - 36 Harrogate NPL P MR 
19/1/2019    Harrogate 24 - 13 Blaydon NPL 
7/12/2019    Blaydon 8 - 12 Harrogate NPL 
14/11/2020  Harrogate  (Canc. COVID) Blaydon 
NL2N 
18/9/2021    Harrogate 17 - 12 Blaydon NL2N  
15/1/2022    Blaydon 12 - 29 Harrogate NL2N 
10/12/2022  Harrogate  P - P  Blaydon NL2N 
4/2/2023      Harrogate 43 - 0  Blaydon NL2N 
15/4/2023    Blaydon 31 - 22 Harrogate NL2N 
Cleckheaton   
7/3/1892     Cleckheaton 2 g. & 5 tries to Nil 
Harrogate  
15/4/1950    Harrogate 19 - 8 Cleckheaton 
24/9/1952    Cleckheaton v Harrogate (Match 
Drawn) 
9/9/1953      Harrogate 14 - 13 Cleckheaton 
5/2/1994     Cleckheaton 0 - 15 Harrogate (YC 
1stRd.) 
12/4/2005    Cleckheaton 21 - 6 Harrogate (YC 
Rd.2) 
15/10/2005  Cleckheaton 33 - 16 Harrogate 
(Powergen Trophy Rd.4) 
Doncaster Phoenix  
10/8/2013  Harrogate 45 - 20 Doncaster Phoenix 
(F) 
11/4/2018   Doncaster Phoenix 22 - 19 Harrogate 
(Yorkshire Cup semi final) 
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YORKSHIRE RFU Memories 
From 1976 to 2017 Professor  Ralph C. Kester (photo below) provided medical services to Senior County 
teams. Below are some of his memories. 
FROM 1984 COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL MATCHES WERE PLAYED AT TWICKENHAM   
YORKSHIRE 22  v 11 MIDDLESEX   Twickenham  1987   ( *International    **British and Irish Lions) 
Fullback                      Ray Adamson 
Right Wing                *Mike Harrison  
Centre                        *John Bentley**     
Centre                         John Buckton 
Left Wing                  *Rory Underwood** 
Fly half                      *Rob Andrew** 
Scrum half                  David Holmes (replaced *Nigel Melville**)  
Prop                            Martin Whitcombe 
Hooker                        Paul Sellar 
Prop                            Tony Rice 
Lock                            Glynn Thompson   
Lock                            David Baldwin 
Blindside Flanker        Simon Tipping 
Openside Flanker      *Peter Winterbottom** 
No. 8                            Peter Buckton 

OTHER OUTSTANDING YORKSHIRE COUNTY PLAYERS: 
Fullback:  David Caplan)   *Tim Stimpson 
Wing:  *Peter Squires**   John Eagle 
Centre: *Keith Smith, *Richard Cardus,  John Shepherd, *Ian McGeechan,**  *Bryan Barley,               
*Steve Burnhill *John Spencer** 
Fly half : *Phil Horrocks-Taylor,**  *Roger Shackleton,  *Alan Old** 
Scrum half: *Roger Pickering, *Nigel Melville,**  *Ian Orum, *Guy Easterby, *David Scully,                  
Scott Benton. 
Props:  David Ashton,  Dick Aspey, *Bev Dovey, Rodney Childs, John Greenwood,  John Tinker 
Hooker: *Jeff Young** Wales, John Lawn          
Lock: Steve Hipps,  Simon Croft,  Alex Scotter,  Ian Carroll  
Flankers: Bob Leathley,  Terry Donovan, Craig West,  Neil Hargreaves 
No. 8: Geoff Dawson, Charlie Vyvyan 

1987 Yorkshire 22 v Middlesex 11 
(1991 County matches cancelled because of the “Foot and Mouth” Livestock Epidemic, so Cornwall and 
Yorkshire were invited to play the Final of the County Championship at Twickenham):  
1991 Cornwall 29 v Yorkshire 20 
There were three notable incidents at this game, apart from Yorkshire being convincingly but controversially 
beaten. The first involved Dick Aspey, team manager, and the second one was about where I got into some 
bother with Royalty.  In those days, there were no pitch-side team “dugouts” and “technical areas.” All the 
replacements of both teams, with the team manager and the medical staff, sat on flip-down seats laid out in 
front of the “Royal Box,” with plush leather arm-chair seats, where the RFU committee and special guests 
sat.  HRH Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh, the royal consort and patron of Cornwall Rugby attended the 
game. He sat in the front row immediately behind me, where I was part of the Yorkshire contingent. To my 
left, was Dick Aspey, so that we could communicate about any injuries to the Yorkshire players. The match 
was being screened on BBC 2 Television’s Rugby Special for broadcast at 5 pm on the next day, Sunday. As 
the game commenced, the TV presenter, Nigel Starmer-Smith, suddenly announced – “We have a very 
important and special guest here at this County rugby match this afternoon,” and the TV cameras 
immediately panned for a close-up view of the Duke of Edinburgh. At this juncture, Dick Aspey suddenly 
stood up for some apparent reason, and his large size blocked out the Duke completely for a whole minute, to 
the great discomfort of Starmer-Smith. 
   In the second incident, about 20 minutes into the game, I got thirsty. I delved into my inside jacket pocket 
and brought out my brimming hip-flask, filled with delicious malt whisky. I turned to the left to offer Dick 
the first swig, but as I turned, I caught the eye of HRH Prince Phillip, immediately behind me. He raised his 
eyebrows, licked his lips, and looked longingly at my raised hip-flask. I made a bigger turn, changed hands, 
and with my right hand, proffered the hip-flask in his direction. At that instant, the nearby bodyguard 
(usually armed) glared at me, and made a throat-slitting gesture with his hand. I froze in my tracks, looked 
sadly at the Duke, and then shook my head, pointing to the bodyguard. The face of the Duke became quite 
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crestfallen, and he silently mouthed the word “damn.” I carried out my original plan and gave the waiting 
Aspey a well-deserved drink. 
   In the third incident, after the match, the black limousine arrived at the rear of the West Stand, in readiness 
to transport the Duke of Edinburgh to Windsor Castle. Immediately, two not-very-sober individuals jumped 
into the back of the car and sat down. They gave orders to the uniformed and capped chauffeur - “Take us 
home to Leeds, James!” The two intruders were Ray Peyke (back row forward) and John Gill (hooker), both 
played for Roundhay Rugby Club (Dick’s and my rugby club also). A small possê of armed security officers 
immediately ejected the two pranksters, and took them away for questioning. They were later released from 
custody at Twickenham without any more serious consequences. 

1993 Lancashire 9 v Yorkshire 6 
In the preceding semi-final match against Cornwall at Redruth, prop-forward Tony Rice sustained a “boxer’s 
fracture,” fracturing the neck of the right 4th metacarpal bone (above the ring finger) of the hand. This had 
occurred when the repeatedly malingering Graham Dawes, England and Cornwall hooker, was punched 
unconscious by a single blow from Tony, who had lost patience. Rice vehemently refused my many requests 
to leave the field, and continued to prop and play the extremely physical game with his broken right hand. 
Dawes was sent to hospital in an extremely groggy state by ambulance. Rice also played in the final match 
against Lancashire. In this Final County match, John Eagle, sporting nifty, tight cycling shorts under his 
playing short trousers, when defending in the Yorkshire in-goal area, successfully eluded about 3 attackers. 
On bursting free, as he got over the try line, he passed the ball, only for it to hit the goalpost!  
There was also some difficulty in finding the spare Yorkshire shirts allocated for the “blood bin”, as these 
had mysteriously disappeared, being collected as “stash.” After a scrupulous search while the players were 
outside during the “warm-up,”,the street-wise Dick Aspey successfully retrieved them from several of the 
players’ bags. 

1994 Yorkshire 26 v Durham 3   (CIS Insurance County Final) 
Team: 
Fullback              David Breakwell (Leeds) 
Right Wing         Mike Harrison* (Wakefield)   Left Wing  Chris Thornton (Leeds)     
Centres                Bryan Barley*  Captain (Sandal)     Steve Burnhill* (Cleckheaton) 
Fly half                 Kevin Plant (Rotherham)     
Scrum half           Guy Easterby* (Harrogate) 
Props                   LH:  Richard Szabo (Wakefield)  TH:  Shaun McMain (Sheffield)      
Hooker                Richard Whyley (Harrogate) 
Locks                  Ian Carroll (Otley)    Christian Radacanu (Bradford & Bingley} 
Flankers              No. 7  Neil Hargreaves (Leeds)    No. 6  Craig West (Rotherham} 
No. 8                   Charlie Vivyan (Wharfedale) 
Replacements:   
Prop                  Phil Wright (Middlesbrough)  Hooker:  Gordon Throup (Morley) 
Lock                  Peter Taylor (Harrogate)      Scrum half  Andy Turton (Harrogate) 
Fly half              Jamie Grayson (Morley)      Utility Back  Neil Heseltine (Wharfedale) 
Team Manager/Selector: Dick Aspey (Leeds)  Coach:  Peter Nash (Leeds) 
Selectors             Mike Wright (Middlesbrough)    Mike E. Wright (Otley)    Phil Carter (Bradford) 
Medical Officers   Mr. R.C. Kester (Leeds)   Dr. Peter Turkington (Leeds) 
YRFU President     Mr. Keith Barber 
  During the match, Yorkshire scored a try, where the move started deep in defence. The ball was handled by 
nearly everyone in the team, before a try was scored under the posts in a move which zig-zagged across the 
whole field. Voted THE TRY OF THE YEAR for BBC’s Rugby Special programme on Sunday afternoons 
presented by Nigel Starmer-Smith.  It was also voted as one of the greatest tries ever scored at Twickenham 
by Chris Rea, ex-Scotland centre and journalist. It was scored by Mike Harrison, the Wakefield Express, in 
front of the South Stand. The game was superbly refereed by Tony Spreadbury, from the international panel. 
  It was started by David Breakwell, fullback, catching a high punt near the corner flag at East Stand/North 
Stand. He was surrounded by three Durham backs, but eluded them in great desperation, to scamper along 
the touchline to near the halfway line where he was tackled. He recycled the ball with the help of the left 
wing Chris Thornton, No. 8 Charlie Vivyan and Guy Easterby at scrum half. The game scuttled crabwise 
with successive rucks and mauls to the right between the halfway and the Yorkshire 10 metre line, with 
Yorkshire retaining possession of the ball, where all the forwards, particularly Christian Radacanu, Ian 
Carroll, Neil Hargreaves and Craig West, were prominent in keeping possession of the ball. Eventually, Guy 
Easterby, under great pressure, passed to stand-off Kevin Plant, who off-loaded to Bryan Barley in less than a 
blink, then “Buffer” slickly passed to Steve Burnhill, under sharp attack from Durham. After these lightning-
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quick passes, Mike Harrison at left wing got the ball well behind the 10-metre line in the Yorkshire half 
between the tramlines in front of the West Stand. Like a scalded cat, “Burglar Bill” took off at unbelievable 
speed, side-stepping and dodging through desperate would-be tacklers. Just inside the corner flag, he eluded 
the fullback’s despairing clutches, and the “Wakefield Express” swerved inwards, to touch down behind the 
posts in front of the South Stand. His weaving sprint was at least 90 metres, after support work by the rest of 
the whole team. The total ground covered from Breakwell’s fielding of the ball to Harrison’s dotting down, 
accounted for a total distance of some 200 metres.    
2000 Yorkshire 16 v Devon 9 
2001 Yorkshire 47 v Cornwall 19 
2008 Yorkshire 33 v Devon 13 
(Graham Dawes was Team Manager for the Devon team in 2008), 
Written by Prof. Ralph Kester BEM Hon. Surgeon Yorkshire RFU 1976 - 2021 
Article completed in 2020
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