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This newsletter is sent to all the supporters, current and past members of Harrogate Rugby Club for 
whom we have an email address. Please forward the newsletter to anyone else who may be 
interested. If you would like to be added to our database for future copies please send your email 
address to brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com. Your contributions would be most welcome along 
with your feedback. If you would like copies of previous editions please contact 
brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com. 
Harrogate 3 - 8 Bradford, Yorkshire Cup Final Played at Otley 27/4/1966 

Back row left to right: In 
the background Gordon 
Frank. Steve Wilkins,   ?  , 
Chris Nordon,  ?  , Don 
Chappell, Steve Hipps,   ?   , 
John Milburn, Bob Fall. 
Front row left to right:   ?   , 
Jeff Young, Oliver Grant, 
Graham Cummings, Mike 
Bielby, Charlie Mitchell, 
Mike Hymas. 
(These are the other names 

in the match programme: K.J.Giddings, J.F.Pawson, M.A.Franks, J.F.Stephenson, W.S.Robertson) 
The above photograph was given to the club by Graham Cummings. If you can identify the other 
players please email brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com if you have any further information about 
this photo. 

In this photo Graham Cummings is holding a trophy which is not 
the Yorkshire Cup Trophy. Two of the  other players are Steve 
Wilkins and Steve Hipps. Do you recognise the other player and 
the trophy? As Harrogate lost this Yorkshire Cup Final, could the 
trophy be for the runners up? 

28/9/1974   Melrose 18 - 6 Harrogate 
This was Harrogate’s 4th fixture against Melrose with the 
first fixture in 1971 to help celebrate  Harrogate’s 
Centenary season. When the fixtures were played at 
Melrose the team stayed overnight which meant a most 
entertaining weekend. 
1971 Harrogate 25 - 21 Melrose 
1972 Melrose 16 - 25 Harrogate 
1973 Harrogate 12 - 9 Melrose 
1974 Melrose 18 - 6 Harrogate 
History of the Cockerel 
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The cockerel has been used as a symbol of bravery, and fighting spirit throughout 
recorded history. As part of an heraldic design it signifies courage, always ready for 
a battle and ready to fight to the death. This probably explains the popularity of 
cock fighting since Greek times. The French have used it as a national symbol since 
Roman times when the Roman word for an inhabitant of Gaul was Gallus.  The 
word Gallus is similar to the Roman word for cockerel, which is gallicus.  The 
symbol has been used throughout French history on flags, coins and the shirts of 
the French rugby team.

Until 1974, on the coat of arms for the Borough of Harrogate, the crest was a cockerel(Photo from 
arms displayed in the Harrogate Library). The Council's Coat of Arms dates from 1884 with the 
motto Arx Celebris Fontibus when Harrogate was first incorporated as 
a Borough. An example of the old coat of arms can be seen carved in 
stone on the apex above the entrance to the Royal Hall in Harrogate.  
In 1974, when there was countrywide local government 
reorganisation, Harrogate adopted a new motto, "To be of Service". 
Both mottos referring to the town’s Spa history and, more recently, 
its conference and hospitality trade.
The following explanation of the 1884 coat of arms is taken from the 
College of Heraldry:
In the first and fourth quarters of the shield is to be found the emblem 
of fountains or springs, wavy lines, representing waves of running 
water. These denote the springs of Harrogate.
The golden bugle horn in the second and third quarters is taken from the arms of the Slingsby 
family. William Slingsby was the discoverer of the Tewit Well in 1571.
Asclepius was the Greek God of Medicine or Healing, and the cockerel was sacred to him. When 
someone considered that they had been cured of an illness,  following prayers to the God Asclepius, 
they would give thanks by sacrificing a cockerel.  On the scroll beneath the arms is the motto Arx 
Celebris Fontibus: A city famous for its Springs.
To comply with heraldic tradition the cockerel should face to it’s right hand side (i.e. the viewer’s 
left)
There are no written records of when, where and why the cockerel was chosen as the emblem for 
Harrogate Rugby Club which first appears on photographs in the 1947/1948 season.  It is also the 
emblem of the Harrogate  Cricket Club.
In the programme notes for the 17th December 1949,  written by A. V. Milton, the writer refers  to, 
‘the red, black and amber flag may again proudly fly over our Municipal Offices and we shall hope 
to see another Mayor of Harrogate wearing the traditional decorated  ‘billy cock.’  He was referring 
to the celebrations following the successful victory, the previous season, when Harrogate won the 
Yorkshire Cup. The ‘billy cock’ was the cockerel emblem. 
The Harrogate RUFC Shield
It is traditional for rugby clubs to exchange plaques bearing the club’s emblems 
when they play a fixture for the first time or for other special occasions.  The 
Harrogate shield displayed on the club’s plaque(right) has the white rose of 
Yorkshire in the top right hand corner with the symbol for water at the top left, 

which refers to the healing waters of the town of Harrogate.  The 
cockerel is a symbol of courage and fighting spirit.  The shield is also 
displayed on a blazer badge.
The current club shield(left) was designed by club member, Ben Reaveley, when the 
club moved from Claro Road to Rudding Lane in 2015.

Harrogate ‘A’ XV 1947/1948  
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This photograph of the Harrogate ‘A’ XV from 1947/1948 is 
the earliest one with the cockerel displayed on the shirt.  The 
‘A’ XV was the club’s second team.  Back row left to right:  
John Milton, B.R. Snowball, L.P. Morley, Sid Bradley 
(Captain),  ?  ,  ?  , A. McClaren, ?  , C. Beadle, K. Potts, S. 
Vic Melling. Front row left to right: P. Clayton, J. Hack,      ?     
Ten years Ago 2011/2012 
Harrogate 1st XV 2011/2012 
This team photograph was taken before the Huddersfield game 
24/3/2012.  Back row left to right: Nick Beaumont, Sam 
Brady, Jake Brady, Tom Harvey, Tim Heaton and Jack 
Latus. Middle row left to right: Arnie Ellison, Sam 
Bottomley, Mike Cowling (President),    Andy Rock 
(Backs coach), Aarin Yorke, Andy Fraser, Jimmy 
Browne, Dickie Davies, Steve Maycock, Bill Barrack 
(Secretary) and Sophie Smith-Moore (physio). Front row 
left to right: James Tyson, Jack Bergmanas, Chris 
Gemmell, Kyle Dench, Ed Smithies (Captain), Callum 
Irvine, Phil Wickham, Graham Siswick (Team Manager) 
and Ryan Peacey (forwards player-coach). 
Harrogate Ladies 44-0 Richmondshire Ravens 
30/10/2011  (Report by Laura Symmonds) 
The time had finally come. After a year of training and after 
much deliberation, the Richmond Ravens arrived with six members of their team on a warm October afternoon. A team 
meeting then took place to see, who out of the brave few wanted to play against the mighty Harrogate Pythons Ladies. 
In the end it was Sandy, Clare, Cindy, Charly and Spud who agreed to play for the opposition.  
So the game got under way with the Pythons Ladies making the most of all the possession and within five minutes were 
on the scoreboard when winger Sarah outpaced the defence and strolled in by the corner flag 5-0. The conversion was 
missed. Play resumed and three minutes later scrum half/fly half Gemma Webster picked up the ball and started to 
sprint towards the line. The defending scrum half decided it was a good idea to try and go high…… maybe not a great 
idea…. SMASH!!! Gemma came off a little better after smashing through the tackle and scoring near the posts, but in 
the process splitting her lip open and giving her opposite number a concussion!! 10-0, conversion missed. In the next 
assault of the line, an unfortunate accident occurred and poor Katie McHaffie went down after tearing a ligament in her 
knee. Off she went and Gemma, still bleeding profusely, came back on….. 
Onwards and upwards!! Once again Harrogate were in possession with loose head prop Chloe charging towards the 
line, barging every member of the opposition out of her way!!! 15-0, conversion missed (I see a pattern beginning to 
form!!) After more assaults of the Richmond try line the half time score was 25-0. 
Kick off, the game resumes………..After the ball was knocked on by the Richmond winger (Charly on loan from us), 
the ball was gathered up by winger Jenny. 
Off she goes…but the tackle was too good from the Richmond centre (Cindy on loan from us) and from the ruck came 
the move of the match which involved the whole front row…….. Captain and tight head prop Laura Symmonds 
gathered the ball and started galloping towards the line. Throwing an outrageous dummy and passing the ball to loose 
head prop Chloe. Chloe then passed the ball out wide to hooker Carrie Dixon, who then after realising that she was over 
the try line and after hearing Laura roar “CARRIE PUT THE BALL DOWN!!!!!!!!!” She scored!!! Conversion 
kicked!!!!!!!! (SHOCK!!) 32-0! Flanker Jude Sarmento De Alencar receiving the ball and breaking through the defence 
and scoring a try, conversion kicked!!! 39-0 
The last move of the game saw winger Sarah Kingsley pick up the ball and completely outpacing the entire defence and 
strolling in under the posts, conversion missed 44-0! TO THE BAR!  
The Woman of the Match Award went to Gemma Webster for an outstanding performance and finally getting a 
conversion, haha! 
Ed Smithies Reaches 300 Appearances 5/11/2011 

On Saturday 5th November 2011 for the game against Otley, which Harrogate 
won 20 - 11, full back Ed Smithies was playing his 300th league game for the 
club and celebrated with a thrilling try.  After the match, team manager Graham 
Siswick presented Ed with a signed Harrogate rugby shirt bearing the signatures 
of players past and present. Jeremy Hopkinson of Hopkinsons Estate Agents 
sponsored the game and presented Ed with the traditional pint of beer. 
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