
Gate Post No. 128 November 2021 
This newsletter is sent to all the supporters, current and past members of Harrogate Rugby Club for 
whom we have an email address. Please forward the newsletter to anyone else who may be 
interested. If you would like to be added to our database for future copies please send your email 
address to brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com. Your contributions would be most welcome along 
with your feedback. If you would like copies of previous editions please contact Brian Forshaw. 
150th Anniversary Ball and Gala Dinner 

To celebrate Harrogate Rugby Club’s 150th 
anniversary,  a Gala Dinner and Ball will be held at 
the Pavilions of Harrogate on Saturday 18th 
December 2021 from 7.00 p.m.  Tickets are now 
available £60 per person from:  
Email: hrfc150events@outlook.com or  
Tel: 07721 712812. 
Sponsorship packages are available. 
Tables can be booked for 9, 10, 11 or 12 people. 

Touchline Internationals Christmas Lunch - Saturday 11th December 2021. 
Rudding Lane Clubhouse 
- All Harrogate Rugby Club supporters and spectators with their partners, families and friends are 
invited to the Touchline Internationals Christmas Lunch on Saturday 11th December 2021 in the 
Rudding Lane clubhouse.  As the game against Rotherham will kick off at 2.00 p.m. on that day we 
will need to meet from 11.45 a.m. and sit down for lunch at 12.15 p.m. 
- Each table can accommodate up to ten people so it would be helpful if you could indicate with 
whom you would like to sit.  
-  We plan to have a free Tombola so please try to bring a contribution for the prizes. 
The meal will be a two course Christmas lunch.  If you have any special dietary requirements please 
contact the clubhouse staff. 
The cost will be £25 per person and will be payable at the bar before the lunch by cash or card. 
Bottles of wine will be available to purchase at the bar along with the usual beers, etc. 
 The dress code will be smart casual with a hint of Christmas. 
To book your places please send your names, seating preference, email addresses and telephone 
numbers to: brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com 
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Defibrillator  

Harrogate Rugby Club now has a defibrillator which is temporarily 
located in the entrance corridor to the clubhouse. An outdoor case is on 
order which will be be located on the outside wall of the clubhouse. It 
can be used on all adults and children over the age of eight. When the 
emergency button is activated, ‘talk through instructions’ are given by 
the machine. 

Referees 
There is currently a lack of referees returning to the game throughout the country. 33% of referees 
have not returned to the game following the pandemic and in some referee societies, they are 
struggling to appoint officials to matches. Whilst no game in the country has been cancelled due to 
a lack of a referee, it is feared this may be the case if the situation changes. Some lower XV fixtures 
have been cancelled due to a lack of player availability and this has helped the situation but as 
players hopefully return to the game, there is a need for officials to do the same. It is important to 
encourage new and existing referees to join a society and offer their services. 

Ground Improvements 
On the club website Lucy Barnett has posted the 
following information: 
Harrogate RUFC’s 150th anniversary year sees some 
fantastic grounds improvements completed. 
CAR PARK RE-ENFORCEMENT:  
Following approval by the club committee, the 
Grounds Team have been hard at work undertaking a 
car park re-enforcement project adjacent to Pitch 2. 
1200m2 of Groundtrax Cellpave has been successfully 
laid to ensure this space remains useable for our 
members all through the winter. 
Whilst, sadly, we are no longer able to use the 
Business Park as an overflow car park, we can at least 
guarantee no more cars will get stuck in the mud when 
heavy rain sets in! 
DRAINAGE INSTALLATION PITCHES 3 AND 4 

Finally, the new additional drainage installation and repairs are now complete on the top pitches. 
This is great news for our playing members who will be pleased to discover they are marked out 
and back in action for training and weekend use! 
Due to delays in material supplies, caused by the pandemic, the work was slightly delayed in 
starting and therefore the grass recovery has been a little slower than anticipated. 
Thank you to all our players and coaches for their patience whilst these pitches have been out of 
use. 
We hope you will now be able to enjoy this space throughout the winter! 
This work would not have been possible without the fantastic sponsorship from Martin Corbett and 
we are very grateful to him for his generosity. 
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Harrogate 1st XV Results - Season 2021/2022 
4/9/2021   Sedgley Park  H  L  21 - 51 
11/9/2021 Bournville      A  L  20 - 47 
18/9/2021 Blaydon         H  W 17 - 12 
25/9/2021 Fylde             A   L  80 - 26 
2/10/2021 Hull Ionians  H   L  13 - 36
9/10/2021 Luctonians    A   Postponed 
16/10/2021 Stourbridge H   L 22 - 46 
23/10/2021 Hull             A   L 0 -25 
30/10/2021 Chester        H 
1st XV Statistics to 16th October 2021 
Brandon Hannam, Declan Thompson, Sam Brady, Sam Fox, Jordan Cummins and Will Dennis have 
appeared in all six of the 1st XV games up to 16th October 2021. 
Sam Brady is the leading try scorer with 2 tries. Aarin Yorke, Brandon Hannam, Connor Miller, 
Declan Thompson, Fraser Kitching, Harry Barnard, Jack Haydock, Jacob Percival, Marcus Mercer, 
Matt Lansdall, Sam Fox, Sam Parry, Steve Maycock and Tom Larder have all scored one try. 
Harrogate Ladies Rugby 
17/10/2021 Harrogate Ladies 10 - 38 West Park Ladies 
17/10/2021 Doncaster Ladies 2nds 33 - 12 Harrogate Ladies 2nds 
23/10/2021 York RI Ladies 25 - 5 Harrogate Ladies 2nds 
24/10/2021 Barnsley Ladies 7 - 7 Harrogate Ladies 
Touchline Internationals Remembered (2019 - 2021) 
The following Tis have died in the last two years and we have fond memories of them all. 

   

 
 

 
 

James Smithies 9/8/2021 Sean Kelly 9/5/2021 
David Johns 18/9/2019  Allen Tattersfield 25/2/2019 
Ralph Frankland August 2021 Dom Busby 10/6/2021 
Fraser Irvine 17/8/2019  Simon Corner 27/4/2021 
Les Nattrass 11/4/2021  Jim Kilfoyle 26/12/2020 
George Fowler 3/10/2020 Charley Purkiss- McEndoo 23/5/2019 
Glyn Smith 9/9/2020  John Dalton 12/6/2019 
Patrick Spens 8/9/2021  Colin Usherwood 3/4/2020 
Patrick Spens 8/9/2021 
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Patrick Spens 

A former Harrogate Rugby Club member, Patrick Spens died peacefully on 8th 
September 2021, aged 88.  A Memorial Service was held at the Church of the Holy 
Trinity, Embleton, Northumberland, where he lived, on 23rd September 2021.  We send 
our deepest condolences to his daughters, Fiona, Heather and Janet. His wife Angela 
predeceased him in 2008. 
The photo shows Patrick ready for his first and last trip to Rudding Lane in November 
2019, before an Alnwick v Harrogate game. He was extremely proud to wear his 
Harrogate five year membership badge and thoroughly enjoyed catching up with old 
pals. He was at his holiday bungalow in Northumberland when Covid hit, which ended 
up being a blessing during lockdown, as he was nearer to his three daughters . 
 A staunch rugby man, being a player, then referee and adjudicator with 

Northumberland and Yorkshire Rugby Union Referees Society, and a long standing 
Harrogate RUFC member. 
 In his working life he was employed by Lloyds, finishing his career as Area Director of Lloyds for Yorkshire 
on his retirement. 
 Patrick was a cofounder of Leeds Children’s Heart Surgery Fund, and Chairman of it for very many years. 
Post retirement he became involved with the Red Cross, Harrogate Hospital, Harrogate Ladies College, 
Housing Associations, Yorkshire Fund Managers and Leeds Metropolitan University. 
He was a member of Pannal Golf Club and Pannal Bridge Club. He was also a member of Harrogate Squash 
Club and continued playing until he was 55 years old. 
Patrick was a member of the Harrogate RUFC Touchline Internationals and was a regular Harrogate 1st XV  
supporter. 

Who’s Who 
Fawcett, Steve.  (DOB: 16/4/1957)  Born in Camberwell, South East London, Steve attended The 

Wensleydale School in Leyburn and played for Wensleydale 
RUFC from the age of 15.  He joined Harrogate RUFC in 1976 
and played his first 1st XV game 1/9/1976 against Leigh losing 9 
- 10.  He was Captain of HRUFC from 1985 to 1987.  His 450th 
1st XV appearance for the Harrogate 1st XV was against Otley in 
the Yorkshire Cup semi - final  18/4/1989 and by this time he had 
played 5 times for Yorkshire as a flanker. His first game for 
Yorkshire was against Ulster in 1980 and his last game was also 
against Ulster in 1987.  He played his 500th game for Harrogate 
on Saturday 22/12/1990 against Hartlepool Rovers. The 
photograph shows Steve passing the ball in the Yorkshire Cup 
final 1981. He played in three winning Yorkshire Cup teams for 
Harrogate in 1981, 1991 and 1992 beating Bradford and Bingley 
12 - 7 on 28th April 1992 and this was his 551st game for 

Harrogate.  He went on to play 561 games for the 1st XV, the last 
one against Fylde 2/10/1993.  He later Captained the Georgians, the ‘A’ Team and the Pythons.  From 1997 
to 2001 he transferred to York RI where he was Captain.  On his return to Harrogate he played for the 
Pythons and finally retired after the game between Harrogate Pythons and Wetherby at Harrogate in April 
2006 ending an exceptional career.  He was made a life member of HRUFC. 
Fawcett, Tom.  Tom played in Harrogate FC’s first ever game 16/12/1871 and was Captain for the 
1873/1874 season.  He played for Yorkshire v Durham in 1873.  He appears on the Harrogate FC team 
photograph for 1874/1875 and on a team list for 1879. 
Fawcett, W.  Appears on the team photo for 1875. Played cricket for Harrogate Cricket Club. On the 
Harrogate FC team list for 1871 and 1872. 
Fearnside, David, J.R. Treasurer of HRUFC from 2004 to 2009. 
Feurer, Lee.  Wing.  Lee arrived at Harrogate for the 1996/1997 season and stayed until the end of the 
1998/1999 season.  He played for Yorkshire and played international rugby for Switzerland in the World Cup 
qualifying game against Israel in Tel Aviv on Saturday 28th March 1998.  Lee’s father was Swiss.  
Fforde, Tim.  2nd row/back row Yorkshire Colts 1996.  North and East Yorkshire Colts Tour to Canada 
1997.  He made his Harrogate 1st XV debut against Esher on 10th March 2001 and he appears on the team 
photograph for 2001/2002.  
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Field, Jason. (D.O.B. 1/8/1970) Prop.  Jason was born in Mansfield in 1970 and was educated at Oundle 
School where he learned his rugby.  He was also keen on soccer and captained both the 1st XV and the 1st 
X1. When he attended Loughborough College he opted to play rugby and became captain of the college 
rugby XV. As an all round athlete he became Northampton Junior Men’s Javelin and Shot Putt champion.  He 
was a formidable prop forward and made one appearance for the famous Wasps club.  His first appearance 
for Harrogate was in the 1990/1991 season at Walsall.  He finished playing for Harrogate at the end of the 
1998/1999 season. 
Finnegan, John.    

Before moving to Harrogate John lived in the Midlands and played rugby for Bourneville.  In 
the 1980s he played rugby for Harrogate’s social rugby teams. He became  Bar and Clubhouse 
Chairman 2007/2008. President 2012 to 2017. He died in 2017. 

Finnegan, Joseph James.  (D.O.B. 25/10/1975) 2nd row. James began his rugby career with Harrogate U9s 
and went on to play for Yorkshire Schools 18 group in 1993. In the 1995/1996 season he played for Oxford 
University and was part of the Harrogate 1st XV squad for the 1999/2000 season. 
Firth, Stuart.  (Born 1953) Stuart was born in West Berlin, educated at Ermysteds Grammar School, 
Skipton and later lived in Guildford.  At school he was a talented swimmer.  He played club rugby with 
Upper Wharfedale before joining Harrogate in the 1979/1980 season as a flanker and played for the 1st XV 
until 1985.  From 1985 to 1987 he captained the Georgians. 
Fletcher, D.B. He first appears on a team photograph for the 1950/1951 season and was Captain of HRUFC 1958/1959.  
Fletcher, Ian.  Centre.  Ian lived in York and joined Harrogate on leaving St. Peter’s School where he was selected to 
play for Yorkshire Schools.  He first appears on a 1st XV photo for the 1955/1956 season.  He captained the ‘A’XV for 
the 1966/1967 season.  He played regularly on the right wing but also played at centre and fly half.
Fleming, Andrew.  North and East Yorkshire Colts Tour to Canada 1997.
Foggo, John, Richard.  (Born 1861, died June 1907) He was the Harrogate FC umpire when the club began in 1871.
Forshaw, Brian R.  Joined Harrogate in 1968 and played his first game for the First XV on 29th November 1968 in the 

9 - 0 victory over Headingley.  He was club Captain for the 1972/1973 season. He played nine seasons 
for the First XV from 1968 to 1977 with occasional appearances until 1980.  Chairman of the Players 
Committee 1975/1976.  Captain of the Georgians 1977/1978.  Captain of the ‘A’ XV 1981/1982.  In 
March 1971 he was one of the first coaches for the newly formed Junior Section.  From 1988 to 1992 he 
was the Membership Secretary.  He finished playing in 1990 aged 45 and became a referee for the next 
ten seasons. Club Treasurer from 1994 to 1997.   From 1999-2005 he was Manager of the Georgians.  In 
2003 he became the Club Archivist taking over from Sid Bradley.  From 2006 to 2008 he was the club 
President, and at the same time from 2006 to 2009 he was club Chairman and Secretary.  He became the 

Editor of the Gate Post Magazine in 1975, produced the brochure to celebrate the 125th anniversary of the club, became 
match programme editor in 2009 and continues to the present.  For the 2008/2009 season he was voted Touchline 
International of the Year and in 2011 compiled the book, ‘A History of Harrogate Rugby.’
Fotherby, David.   Junior Chairman and Ground Secretary 2005 to 2007. 
Fowler, George.  George appears on the Colts team photograph in 1948 and on the 1st XV photograph 1952/1953.  He 
regularly attended the Former Players Lunches and was their Treasurer from 1997 to 1999. He died 3/10/2020.           
Fox, Marcus.  Wing. He played for HRUFC 1st XV from 1987 to 1991.  Selected as a replacement for Yorkshire U21s 
in the 1987/1988 season.  He later became a coach for the juniors. 
Fox, Samson (11/7/1838 - 24/10/1903) 

President of Harrogate FC 1902/1903.  He entertained the visiting Canadian touring team of 1903.  Fox 
bought and extended Grove House on Skipton Road, Harrogate and became a benefactor to the local 
community. He provided Harrogate with its first steam Fire Engine, built the Grove Road School 
opposite his home and provided affordable social housing. He also built a "water-gas" plant to provide 
the main street of Harrogate with some of the earliest street lighting. In 1870 he provided most of the 
funds (£45,000 in two donations) to build the Royal College of Music in London and his statue is in the 
entrance hall. Eventually he became Mayor of Harrogate for three successive years, 1890 –1892, a 
record never equalled since. He was a Justice of the Peace for both Leeds and Harrogate.  The actor 
Edward Fox OBE is his grandson. 
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Frank, Gordon, B.  No.8. First played for Harrogate during the Second World War whilst still 
a pupil at Sedbergh School.  He played for Yorkshire and the Army from 1944 to 1946.  He was 
a member of the Harrogate team which won the Yorkshire Cup, 23rd April 1949.  He was Club 
Captain from 1950 to 1952 and made his last appearance in 1953 following an injury.  He 
served on the committee for many years and was club President from 1972 to 1974.  His 
initials G.B.F. appear on the clubhouse fund raising bricks. This photograph was taken 
15/11/1980.  
Frankland, J.R.  Secretary of HFC 1900 - 1902.
Frankland, Ralph, J.  Back row.  Ralph first appears on a team photograph for the 1969/1970 season and when he 
finished playing he became Harrogate 1st XV Coach from 1976 to 1978.  He died in August 2021.
Freeman, William (Bill). (DOB: 18/10/1969) Yorkshire Schools 16 Group and North of England 1986.  Played for 
Harrogate 1st XV 1990 - 1992 and the Georgians from 1987 to 1996.
Gair, Andy.  Played for Harrogate U14 to U16, 1982 to 1984, Harrogate Colts 1984 to 1986 and U21 1987 to 1989.  
Played for the Harrogate 1st XV at the age of 17 in 1984/1985 and again in 1988/1989. Played for Roundhay 1987/1988 
and Yorkshire U21 1988/1989.  He was also a coach for the junior section.

Meet Bob the robot!
(Posted on the club website by Lucy Barnett)
MEET BOB THE ROBOT …………. (AND HIS FRIEND BETTY!)
BOB can mark a pitch in less than an hour! 
BOB saves the Grounds Team lots of time! 
BOB likes super straight lines! 
We like BOB!!
A big thank you to PitchMarkers, one of our club sponsors, who supply us with 
BOB to mark out the pitches at Rudding Lane which frees up time for our busy 
Grounds Team to keep everything in tip top shape.
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