
Gate Post No. 114 September 2020  
This newsletter is sent to all the supporters, current and past members of Harrogate Rugby Club for 
whom we have an email address.  Please forward the newsletter to anyone else who may be 
interested.  If you would like to be added to our database for future copies please send your email 
address to brianforshaw4@virginmedia.com. Your contributions would be most welcome along 
with your feedback. If you would like copies of previous editions please contact Brian Forshaw.   
HRUFC Annual General meeting 
The club’s AGM, which was provisionally scheduled for the 27th July 2020, has been postponed 
until Wednesday the 2nd September 2020, 7.30 p.m. in the Rudding lane clubhouse. There are some 
particularly important issues to be considered at this year’s AGM. These will include explaining our 
reasons for seeking to form an arm of the club with charitable status. If approved, this would 
necessitate further consideration at two Special General Meetings which would follow shortly. 
Natwest Rugby Force Weekend 5th & 6th September 
The NatWest RugbyForce Weekend is returning to harrogate Rugby Club on Saturday 5th and 
Sunday 6th September. We would really appreciate as much help as possible on a range of internal 
and external jobs to get your club ready for the season. 
We realise that you will need to keep yourself fuelled and the good news is that Andy Annat will be 
providing his high quality BBQ over the weekend. 
On the weekend itself we are looking for help from 10 a.m. to 12 noon and 1.00 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. 
on both days. We look forward to seeing as many of members as possible over the weekend. 
Membership 
We know these are difficult times for many, but if you are able to pay your membership 
subscription for next season it will help to keep the club financially stable. Any donations are also 
welcome, as always. Please email commercial@harrogaterugby.com for details. 
Thank you for your continuing support. We hope to see everyone back at Rudding Lane soon. 
From Wakefield’s ‘Burglar Bill’ Magazine  
Richard Lowther produces a monthly magazine, similar to Gate Post, each month and his August 
2020 edition included the following report of a match between Wakefield and Harrogate.  
SPLUTTERING TO SUCCESS 4th September 1993  
Jim Kilfoyle explained, “[Wakefield] were operating on three cylinders today” after an error-prone 
game against Harrogate. The Yorkshire on Sunday newspaper explained “Wakefield made almost as 
many errors as they created chances” in the 32-0 victory.  
The Yorkshire Post’s Tony Simpson explained, “Wakefield should have had more to show for their 
superiority than the four tries they collected in this frenetic opening game of the season at College 
Grove. Even allowing for a typically tenacious defensive effort by Harrogate, the home side’s 
winning margin was a modest return for their virtual monopoly of possession.”  
Rob Liley’s chip was perfectly plucked from the air by Jon Sleightholme for Wakefield’s opening 
try. Liley missed the conversion but increased the lead with a penalty. “Richard Thompson, whose 
pace and power was always a threat, provided the thrust which brought centre Diccon Edwards the 
second try on half time.”  
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Liley added another penalty at the start of the second half. Wakefield then laid siege to the 
Harrogate try line and “to their credit, the Harrogate pack thwarted four push over attempts.” On the 
fifth attempt Dave Scully moved the ball out to his backs and Thompson took a looped pass from 
Edwards to touch down for Wakefield’s third try under the posts. Liley added the extras. 
Wakefield’s final try started after Terry Garnett took a strike against the head, Mark Sowerby, 
Scully, and Edwards created the opportunity for Kerry Morley to score. Liley added the conversion 
and another penalty to seal the win.  

Who’s Who 

Cuthbert, Gary. Born in Cumbria, Gary joined HRUFC from Windermere for the 1981/1982 season 
and played for Harrogate until 1986/1987.  Gary’s preferred position for Harrogate was at full back.  
He was the Sales Manager for Appleyards of Wakefield.  A keen golfer, he won the Leeds Amateur 
Golf Cup, played in the 1980 Open Golf Championship and went on to win many competitions as a 
member of Oakdale Golf Club.  He played rugby union for Cumbria ‘B’ in1985.

Dalton, John.  John was a founder member of the Touchline Internationals in 1987 and TI of 
the  year  in  the  1992/1993  season.  He  was  responsible  for  club  publicity  in  1990/1991, 
Membership  Secretary  1991/1992,  HRUFC  Treasurer  1993/1994  and  Bar  Chairman 
1994/1995.  For several years he was responsible for the match day public announcements 
until he moved from Harrogate to Stourbridge in December 2001. John is in the middle of 
this Touchline Internationals photo ,wearing the grey jacket.  

Davey, Ben.  Yorkshire U16’s in 1997.
Davies, Nic.  Treasurer of HRUFC from 1999 to 2002, Chairman of the Bar and Clubhouse 2002 - 2004.

Davies, Richard(Dickie).  Stand off. Played for Harrogate from 2003/2004 to 2010/2011.  Played for 
Yorkshire U20’s 2002/2003.

2



Davies, Simon.  Prop forward. Simon joined Harrogate for the 2008/2009 season and made his 50th appearance for the 
1st XV on Saturday 23rd January 2010 against Preston Grasshoppers.  He joined Harrogate from the Bradford Salem 
club, performing consistently well in the front row and he was very popular with the Harrogate supporters.  He returned 
to Bradford Salem at the end of the 2009/2010 season. 
Davies, Simon. Centre.  Played for Yorkshire Colts U17’s in 1997.  Harrogate Colts Captain 1999/2000.  Played for the 
1st XV 2009/2010.

 
Dearden, Reginald, Sleight. Played for HOB and was killed in the First World War.  He is 
listed on the memorial in the clubhouse to those who were killed during the war.
Born 1893, Bradford, West Yorkshire.  
Articled to H. S. Thompson, of Harrogate. Joined Army Sept. 1914, as  
Private (University and Public Schools Battalion), 21st Royal Fusiliers, went  
to France in November 1915 as Divisional Cyclist with 33rd Division, and in May 1916 
joined as a bomber 1st Batt. Cameronians (Scottish Rifles). Killed in action in the Battle of 
the Somme July 16, 1916. Burial: Thiepval Memorial  
Departement de la Somme Picardie, France. Plot: Pier and Face 4 D. 

Dench, Kyle, Philip.  (D.O.B.14/3/1983)
He began playing rugby whilst  attending Bridlington and South Hunsley Schools.   He has played 
representative rugby for Yorkshire U16’s, Yorkshire Seniors,  North of England U18’s and England 
Counties.   Before joining Harrogate in the 2009/2010 season, playing in the centre,  he played for 
Bridlington, Stratford(Taranaki N.Z.), Driffield, Southern Districts (Sydney, Australia) and Otley.  The 
highlight of his rugby career was being selected to play for the England Counties Team which toured 
Canada in 2010.  He was still playing for Harrogate in 2010/2011.

Depledge, Edward, Karl, Maur.  Played for Harrogate Old Boys and for Yorkshire in 1913.  He was killed in the First 
World War and is listed on the memorial to those who were killed during the war.

Born Leeds 1894. Killed In Action. 3rd June 1916, age 22. Edward Karl Maur Depledge was the only 
son  of  William  Thomas  and  Isis  Depledge  of  "Rosehurst",  Headingley,  Leeds.  After  attending 
Uppingham School, Harrogate, he worked for his father in the family's timber business. He was a 
prominent member of the Harrogate Old Boys Rugby Football Club and gained some distinction as a 
three quarter back having played for Yorkshire against Cumberland on January 15th, 1913. 
When War was declared in August 1914, Edward enlisted on the 9th of September as a Private with 
the "Pals" but on the 25th was given an immediate commission with the rank of Captain. On the 15th 
May 1915, he was appointed Adjutant to the battalion, in place of Captain Louis Meredith Howard, 
who  had  been  Adjutant  since  December  1914,  and  was  now  promoted  to  Major  and  2nd  in 

command. Captain Depledge served as Adjutant of the "Pals", throughout their stay in Colsterdale, 
Egypt and France.  
He was killed on Saturday 3rd June 1916, a week after he had returned to the trenches from 7 days leave in 
England. The war diary states that on that day: The battalion was ordered to prepare for another spell in the trenches. 
During the afternoon a German shell  landed in Wicker trench,  killing Captain Depledge,  and wounding Major C. 
Dewhurst, who was in temporary command (Lieut/Colonel Stuart Campbell Taylor being wounded a few days before) 
and slightly wounding Lieutenant Pope Smith. The very same day, Captain Depledge’s parents had received a postcard 
from him stating: " We are going forward sooner than we had expected. " 
The Brigadier wrote to his family a few days after his death, an extract was printed in the Yorkshire Evening Post: 
" I was awfully fond of the boy and keenly regret his loss. " He lies in Bertrancourt Military Cemetery, France.  
He appears on a team photo for the Harrogate Old Boys 1912/1913 and played for the Yorkshire County Team in 1912 
against Cumberland. 
Depledge, W.T. President of HOB 1913/1914.  

Dixon, Stuart.  Centre. Played for Yorkshire at U21, 1997, and for the County Senior team.  Played 
for Harrogate from 1996 to 1998.  On Friday 5/12/1997 Stuart won an England U21 cap when he 
came on against the New Zealand Youth side.
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Dixon, Allan.  Allan joined Harrogate in 1996 when his son Stuart joined the club’s 1st XV squad.  He was an energetic 
rugby enthusiast and quickly became an active member of the club, first with the TI’s followed by the position of Bar 
and Clubhouse Secretary.  At Claro Road he was largely responsible for converting the unused squash court into the 
Club Sponsors Suite.  He died in March 2005.
Dodd, M.C. Played for Yorkshire U15 Group 1992.
Dodds, Eddie.  Yorkshire Schools 16 Group December 1977.
Dodds, Nick.  Yorkshire Colts U19’s, 1997.  North and East Yorkshire Colts Tour to Canada 1997.
Douglas, Lee.  (D.O.B. 11/6/1968)  Utility back, he joined HRUFC in 1999.  Previous clubs, Preston Grasshoppers, 
Rosslyn Park and Leeds.
Douty, P.S. Cambridge and Yorkshire.  In 1923 when he was playing for Ilkley and played for Yorkshire in 1924 twice 
against  Cumberland and against  Leicestershire.   In 1926 when he was playing for  London Scottish he played for 
Yorkshire against Cumberland and Cheshire. 

Dower, Tom.  2nd row.  Born in London in 1972 Tom was educated at RGS, Newcastle.   He played 
rugby for Cambridge University, England U21s and had 3 seasons with Rosslyn Park.  He played for 
the Cambridge University team which was beaten 52 - 0 by Harrogate.  He joined Harrogate in 1996 
and played until 1998. 

Drane, Gareth.  (D.O.B. 13/12/1977) Played for Yorkshire Colts U17’s 1994 and the North of England U21’s in 1996. 
Drane, Owen.  (D.O.B. 10/10/1979) Colts Captain 1998/1999.  North Yorkshire U17s.  
20 Years Ago 2000/2001

Harrogate RUFC 1st XV 2000/2001 (Above)
Back row left to right:  Graham Siswick (Manager), Mike Worden, Iain Salkeld,  Rob Wilson, Paul Clark, John Dudley, 
Scott Wilson, Ed Smithies, Andrew Boyle, Ralph Zoing (Coach), Mark Peers (Chairman of Rugby).
Front row left  to right:   Lee Cholewa, Steve Hobson, Craig Reed, Graham Sarjeant,  James Tapster,  Rhys Morgan 
(Captain), Mark Pinder, Paul Clayton, Matt Duncombe, Richard Wade. 
Other 1st XV players in the 2000/2001 season:  Lee Douglas, Peter Taylor, Jim Houghton, Mark Farrar, Simon Brown, 
Matt Boyle, Mark Bevan, Rob Wilkinson, Mathew Woodcock, John McNeish, Julian Coultas, Owen Drane, Gareth 
Drane, Dave Shiels, Richard Windle.
New players for this season included: Scott Manson, centre from Otley, John Heggie, back row from Leeds Tykes 
Academy, Chris Horner, back row from Stockwell Park, Dave Slater, back row from Huddersfield, Oliver Cook, back 
row from Hull lonians, Richard Melton, prop from Leeds Tykes, Jeremy Marr from Leeds Tykes, Lundy Shackleton, 
scrum half from Narbonne, Ruan Slater, lock from Worcester, Steve Stamper, loosehead from Carlisle, Tony Springwell, 
prop from Rotherham, and on loan was Andrew Nunns, hooker from Rotherham. 
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Club officials 2000/2001:   President: T.Roy Guy, Chairman: Frank Carter, Secretary: Ian W.B.Gair, Treasurer: Nic 
Davies,  Chair  of  Rugby:  Mark Peers,  Junior  Rugby Chair:  David Oswin,  Fixture Secretary:  Bill  Barrack,  1st  XV 
Captain:  Rhys Morgan,  1st  XV Coach: Ralph Zoing,  1st  XV Manager:  Graham Siswick,  Georgians Captain:  Tom 
Anderson,  Georgians  Coach:  Jeremy  Hopkinson,  Georgians  Manager:  Ray  Green,  Club  Doctor:  Dr.  Jim  Woods, 
Physiotherapist: Veronica Barrack.
Mark Farrar makes his 100th Appearance
On Saturday 6th January 2001 Mark Farrar made his 100th appearance for Harrogate when he came onto the field as 
replacement in the game against Camberley.  He had previously played for Otley and made over 100 appearances for 
them.
During this  season Iain  Salkeld,  Rhys  Morgan,  Matt  Duncombe,  Ed Smithies  and Mike Worden made their  50th 
appearances for the club.
Andrew Boyle made his first appearance for Harrogate 1st XV in the game against Bracknell 24th February 2001 and 
Tim Fforde made his debut against Esher 10th March 2001. 
James Tapster plays for England U21 ‘A’ Team 
James Tapster was selected to play for the England U21 ‘A’ team against Wales in December 2000.
Crowd Attendance
The average crowd attendance for 1st XV games at Claro Road was 438 for the 2000/2001 season.
New Bar Steward Appointed
Edwina Guy very kindly ran the bar at the beginning of the season until Mick Lancaster was appointed as Bar Steward 
in October 2000. 
New Administrator Appointed
Sandra Tinker, wife of the late John Tinker, was appointed as Club Administrator.
Touchline Internationals
Steve Wilkins was the guest speaker at the TIs Annual Dinner on Thursday 12th April 2001.
Harrogate 19 - 12 Rugby

Action from the game against Rugby on Saturday 2nd September 2000.  Scott Wilson, Mike Worden,   ?   , Peter Taylor 
with Steve Hobson and Richard Wade making the tackle.
Relocation Optimism
The club was extremely optimistic about the prospects for a successful relocation and the following information was 
printed in the match day programme for 16th September 2000:
‘The intensive search for a new home has now been successful. With the identification of a suitable site the negotiations 
for an option to purchase have been concluded. 
The following is a copy of the release to the media. 
‘Harrogate Rugby Union Football Club has found a new site for a new home on the outskirts of the town. 
After a lengthy search, during which more than 20 possible locations were investigated, two sites have been earmarked, 
with 35 acres of Moorland Farm, off Otley Road at Killinghall the preferred option. 
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The Club hopes to apply for planning permission by the end of October 2000 and will then lay out 6 full size pitches 
and 6 mini pitches of varying sizes so that it can fulfill its promise to cater for players of all ages and both sexes. The 
planning application will also be for a clubhouse and changing facilities. 
The move will allow the Club's home for nearly a century at Claro Road to be developed for housing in line with 
Harrogate Council’s Local Plan. 

Club officials led by Chairman Frank Carter and Secretary Ian Gair have already held talks with local councillors and 
community leaders and so far there has been no adverse reaction to the proposals. 
Frank Carter said, "The site was sufficient distance away from homes and should not cause any problems for residents. 
We have covered a wide area in and around the town in an attempt to come up with the ideal site on which we can 
further our twin objectives of keeping top class national rugby in Harrogate district and providing a community based 
recreational facility. By investing all the proceeds from Claro Road in the new site we will provide for the long-term 
financial sustainability of rugby in Harrogate." 
The Chairman said, “The move from Claro Road, where there is no room for expansion, will enable the Club to meet 
the ever-increasing demands upon it for additional pitches to assist with the development of local rugby, especially at 
mini and junior levels.” 
"We hope to get planning permission no later than April 2001 with a view of starting playing at our new home before 
September 2003. However, I must point out that the Club cannot proceed with the planned move until the Local Plan, 
which allocates Claro Road for housing, is adopted. Then and only then will we be able to obtain some of the proceeds 
from its sale." 
Members will have an opportunity to discuss the proposals in more detail at an open meeting on the 19th of October.’
Ian Gair (Hon. Secretary) 
Saturday 25th May 2001 New Programme Editor
Stuart Young took over the task of match day programme editor from Glyn Smith who had produced the programme 
since 1991/1992.
Squash Court becomes Hospitality Suite
On 23rd September 2000 for the game against Bracknell the room at the eastern end of the clubhouse, which was 
formerly a glass backed squash court, was converted into a hospitality suite to accommodate 60 people.  The ceiling 
was lowered using a white muslin drape and a bar was installed in the corner of the room.  Framed pictures of Harrogate 
Rugby Teams were displayed on the walls.
First XV playing record 2000/2001:  Won 14, drawn 2, lost 11, points for 632, points against 462, leading points 
scorer Lee Cholewa 166(161 League points), leading try scorer Ed Smithies 18 tries (17 in the league). Lee Cholewa, 
Richard Wade, Ed Smithies and Rob Wilson appeared in every game. 
At the end of the 2000/2001 season Harrogate finished in 5th place out of 14 clubs in National League 1. 
During this season Harrogate twice achieved two hat tricks in one game both against West Hartlepool in National 
League Two.  On 13th January 2001 both Peter Taylor and Matt Duncombe scored hat tricks in the away game which 
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Harrogate won 70-14 and earlier that season on 4th November 2000 Richard "Dick" Wade and Ed Smithies scored 3 
tries each in the home game which Harrogate won 60-0. 
Harrogate Represent Yorkshire at Middlesex 7’s
Harrogate,  representing Yorkshire,  in  the  National  County Sevens Competition lost  in  the  final  at  Twickenham to 
Middlesex who fielded several England 7’s players.
After Match Awards Ceremony
A regular and popular feature of the after match entertainment at the turn of the century was the ‘After Match Awards 
Ceremony.’  This involved the Captain and Manager selecting a Man of the Match for Harrogate and one for the 
opposition.  Their award would be to drink a pint of beer as quickly as possible and/or drink a measure of neat Pernod.  
The first record of the Pernod fine appears on the tour to Kinsale in May 1995.  A ‘Champagne Moment’ would be 
selected  from the  match  when  a  player  had  achieved  something  outstanding  during  the  game and  this  would  be 
celebrated by drinking a small bottle of Champagne Perry.  The ‘Brown Ale’ award would be presented to the player 
who had performed the most outrageous or ridiculous act during the game.  Players who had arrived late or missed 
training or committed any other misdemeanour would be fined and the punishment would require the drinking of a glass 
of neat Pernod.  Members and supporters would wait eagerly in the bar until the players arrived from the changing 
rooms after the match for the ceremony to take place. 
The Harrogate Aces
If the team had secured a victory, immediately after the game the players would gather in a circle to sing a chorus and 
verse of ‘The Harrogate Aces’ to the tune of  ‘The Blaydon Races.’  The words ‘Blaydon Races’ from the traditional 
North Eastern folk song were replaced by the words; ‘Harrogate Aces.’
Harrogate Introduces Girls Tag Rugby
Women’s rugby developed rapidly in the 1980s and 1990s and in 2000 Harrogate Rugby Club introduced girls tag 
rugby for the juniors which was managed by Erica Spencer.  The first fixture took place on Sunday 17th September 
2000 against Guiseley.

Harrogate Ladies v Northallerton
The newly re-formed Womens’ Rugby Section played their first match away against Northallerton on Sunday 11th 
March 2001.  Harrogate won the toss and chose to play down the slope.  At half time Harrogate were leading 10 - 0 with 
tries from Natasha Molton and Alison Lowndes.  Harrogate found it hard going up the hill in the second half and, 
despite a further try from Lauren Archer, Northallerton were able to take advantage of the slope to run in 5 unconverted 
tries to win 25 - 15.
County Honours for U15s and U16s
Ben Oswin, Chris Gale and Tom Barnett were in the Yorkshire U15’s squad to play Lancashire at Preston on Sunday 1st 
April 2001.  James Wignall was selected for the U16’s squad.                                                
Rugby Summer School
During August 2001 the club held its annual summer school organised by the club’s Schools and Youth Liaison Officer, 
Andrew Jepson, with coaching from British Lion John Bentley who was ably assisted by  1st XV players, Rhys Morgan 
and Richard Wade.
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National Two 2000/2001 HRUFC Results

Overall: Won 14 / Drawn 2 / Lost 10 
Home   : Won 8 / Drawn 1 / Lost 4  
Away    : Won 6 / Drawn 1 / Lost 6 

Date Home Score Away Resul
t Attendance

14/04/200
1 Newbury 22 - 12 Harrogate Lost 0

31/03/200
1 Harrogate 13 - 13 Preston 

Grasshoppers Draw 0

24/03/200
1 Rugby Lions 25 - 13 Harrogate Lost 350

17/03/200
1 Harrogate 17 - 41 Kendal Lose 350

10/03/200
1 Esher 23 - 25 Harrogate Won 0

24/02/200
1 Bracknell 42 - 5 Harrogate Lost 200

10/02/200
1 Harrogate 29 - 16 Lydney Won 350

03/02/200
1 Harrogate 10 - 13 Rosslyn Park Lost 550

27/01/200
1 Nottingham 3 - 10 Harrogate Won 0

13/01/200
1

West 
Hartlepool 14 - 70 Harrogate Won 150

06/01/200
1 Harrogate 49 - 5 Camberley Won 400

23/12/200
0 Fylde 12 - 18 Harrogate Won 0

16/12/200
0 Harrogate 18 - 20 Wharfedale Lost 600

09/12/200
0

Preston 
Grasshopper

s 
22 - 22 Harrogate Draw 450

02/12/200
0 Harrogate 38 - 16 Nottingham Won 300

25/11/2000 Harrogate 17 - 9 Newbury Won 300
18/11/2000 Wharfedale 25 - 0 Harrogate Lost 700
11/11/2000 Harrogate 31 - 17 Fylde Won 450

04/11/2000 Harrogate 60 - 0 West 
Hartlepool Won 250

28/10/200
0 Camberley 16 - 15 Harrogate Lost 150

14/10/200
0 Rosslyn Park 19 - 17 Harrogate Lost 200

30/09/200
0 Lydney 3 - 24 Harrogate Won 200

23/09/200
0 Harrogate 28 - 27 Bracknell Won 350

16/09/200
0 Harrogate 31 - 10 Esher Won 400

09/09/200
0 Kendal 10 - 33 Harrogate Won 400

02/09/200
0 Harrogate 12 - 19 Rugby Lions Lost 450
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http://www.statbunker.com/rugby/btb/index.php?PL=team&CompID=3&TeamID=66
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http://www.statbunker.com/rugby/btb/index.php?PL=team&CompID=3&TeamID=143
http://www.statbunker.com/rugby/btb/btb_matchdetails.php?MatchID=220
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