
 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Location: The Clubhouse 

Date: Saturday 22nd June 2019 

Time commenced: 10:20am 

Attendees: D Gershlick, M Watts, T Brownsell, L Murphy, P Smith, P Julian, JP Cremin, E Powell, N 

Andrews, R Dooley, J McCarthy, D Connolly Jr., C Silver, D Watterson, A Redmond, T O’Sullivan, C 

Kiyingi, B Gold, P Kerrigan, M New 

Apologies for absence: C Hynes, D Jenkins, K Holland, A Sheehan, L Lennon, M Harber, R Walsh, D 

Connell, T Gilbride, A Power, S Smith, J Fone, C Williams, R May, D Connolly Sr. 

Minutes 

1. The minutes of the 2018 AGM were taken as read. 

Finances  

2. Please see attached report from D Connell (Reference A). P Smith queried the youth team 

liability and money owed from St Kiernan’s. JP Cremin usually liaises with them, he stated he 

was not sure on what money they owe (if any) from previous season. He would seek 

confirmation from D Connell. JP Cremin also added that he would check to see if the club is 

owed any money from the UCFB for use of club facilities. 

 

3. M New suggested that Middlesex University should be contributing to the club as they 

continue to use the facilities. 

Playing 

4. Please see attached reports from P Smith (Reference B) and C Hynes (Reference C). P Smith 

went on to add that the club has begun touch rugby at Hendon Park and has already picked 

up 2 new players. He is still seeking 3-4 more players to push the club to the next level.  

 

5. P Smith added that the 2nd team promotion is a priority next season and added that A Power 

has done a fantastic job last season. 

 

6. M Watts extended thanks towards P Smith for his efforts last season. 

 



 

 

President’s report 

7. D Gershlick and all in attendance held a moments silence for the recent passing’s of L Harber 

and C Jenkins. 

 

8. DG also extended his thanks to P Smith for the past season.  

 

9. The club lease is still in progress. It is in the hands of solicitors awaiting the response from 

the council. DG added that the club would be making big plans once this is acquired. 

 

10. DG added that he would the Sevens to be back to what is used to be and we still have the 

backing of the RFU on this. He would also like to see more volunteers assisting with the 

running of the Sevens. 

 

11. John Casalaspro was appointed an Honorary Life Vice President of Hendon RFC. 

 

12. Hendon had great honour last season when Scrum-Half Billy Burrell was selected to play for 

the county in the Bill Beaumont County Championship.  

 

13. To finish off, DG encouraged all at the club to carry on the hard work that was put in last 

season. He extended thanks to P Julian and all players. 

 

14. T Brownsell added that thanks should also be extended to L Murphy and D Jenkins for the 

way they have transformed the club’s website and social media platforms. 

Rates of Subscription 

15. The following rates were confirmed and accepted by all in attendance: 

Playing Member £120.00* 
 

Non-Playing Member £50.00 

Student Member £35.00** Life Vice President £400.00 
(One off payment) 

Vice President £50.00 Junior Member £10.00 
(under 19 on 1st Sept) 

Social Member £20.00 
 

Monthly (per month, 
per annum) 

£25.00***  

*Free item of social/club wear included, to be determined by playing committee. **This may be further reduced in 

individual circumstances at the discretion of the committee. ***This option eliminates the individuals need to pay match 

fees on Saturdays. 



 

 

Officers and Management Committee 

16. The following was proposed and accepted: 

Club Officers 

President D Gershlick   Chairman M Watts   

Treasurer D Connell   Secretary L Murphy   

Management Committee 

Fixture Secretary C Silver   House Secretary S Smith   

Director of Rugby/Coach P Smith   
Facilities Secretary 

A Power   

Player Registrar L Murphy   A Redmond   

Membership Secretaries 

L Murphy   Bar Manager J P Cremin   

R Walsh   
Bar Assistant(s) 

D Watterson P 

R Dooley   C Kiyingi P 

P Julian   
Sponsorship Manager 

T Brownsell   

Youth Chairman L Linale   P Julian   

1st XV Manager D Connolly   Medical Officer S Smith   

2nd XV Manager Vacant    Intl. Ticket Secretary T Brownsell   

7s Manager T Ikwueke   Club Captain C Hynes P 

Social Secretaries 

P Julian   
Webmaster(s) 

L Murphy P 

TJ O’Sullivan   D Jenkins P 

J McCarthy   

Committee Member(s) 

R Williams   

Fundraising Manager(s) 
R Dooley P M Culhane   

W Theaker P P Kerrigan P 

Kit Manager(s) 
D Watterson P E Powell P 

W Theaker P       

P – Member of playing Committee, playing Committee will meet 4 times a year separately. A playing Committee 

member will be invited to the management committee meetings, but should they choose not to attend, anything they 

wish to report should be fed back to P Smith or L Murphy. 

Any Other Business 

17. T Brownsell has begun seeking Match Days sponsors and has confirmed they will do the 

Match Day lunches where possible next season. 

 

18. P Julian would like the seek sponsorship for the outside of the building and would also look 

into getting new signage in place advertising the club also. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

19. P Julian also proposed a rota system for working the bar on Match days, this was accepted 

by a few in attendance and will be looked into in the coming weeks. 

 

20. J McCarthy commented on the lack of recent photos in the clubhouse.  

 

21. JP Cremin bought up the floodlights. DG responded they will be included in lease plans, but 

we can replace our existing ones. 

 

22. D Gershlick mentioned he has another meeting with the Middlesex County Cricket regarding 

their move onto the adjacent field. 

 

23. A Redmond added that the clubhouse décor needs refreshing. He went on to extend a 

thanks to C Kiyingi and B Gold for the works they have been assisting with in the clubhouse 

the past couple of weeks. 

 

Meeting end: 12:15 

 

Minutes prepared by: L Murphy (Club Secretary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

(Reference A) 

 

Hendon RFC 
Treasurers Report for the year ended 30 April 2019 

 
Income 
Total income has risen considerably during the year. This has been due to a sizable increase 
in international ticket income as a result of two games in which the club were able to order 
as many tickets as we liked. This will see a significant drop for the coming season as there 
are only two internationals to be played at Twickenham. 
 
A massive well done to Neil, Roddy and the rest of the membership team for doing a great 
job in the collection of the annual and weekly sub from the players. The new system of 
paying via monthly DD and via the website has worked really well as can be seen by the 
large increase in players annual subs. 
 
The increase in VP subs is due to 2 lifetime members totalling £700. 
 
Although bar turnover is up year on year, the gross margin has been squeezed and we are 
currently looking at ways to reverse this for the coming season. A big thank you to JO for all 
the work he’s done in overseeing the bar during the year. 
 
DG & Co continue to bring the money in from the car park and have done another fantastic 
job this year. Without their hard and often thankless work we wouldn’t have this “easy” 
income. 
 
Another thank you must go to Tom Brownsell for his managing of the sponsorship and 
through this we were able to raise additional amounts from the sponsoring of game. We 
hope to this continue this season. 
 
Costs 
Generally, all costs have remained pretty steady year on year, with the main increase being 
repairs as the clubhouse isn’t the cheapest to keep in a useable condition. 
 
The utilities have been reviewed by an external company recommended by 



 

 

 
 
the RFU and we are on the most cost-effective packages with new deals beginning in 
September 2019.  
 
 
The overall performance for the year is a lot better than that of last year as we’ve been able 
to reduce the loss from a massive £10,700 to just £230. We do need to realise as a club that 
we don’t have an endless supply of funds and as a level 9 club (not semi professional) may 
have to review certain expenditure in order to live within our means. 
 
The balance sheet is looking relatively stable with a healthy balance on cash in hand and at 
bank though a little lower than last year due to the losses made. 
 
Future 
Going forward we will need to put into place some form of strategic plan for the club in 
terms of short, medium and long term and look to invest in certain aspects that will benefit 
the club in future year and not just demands of current players. One area should be 
recruitment and another would be youth. As part of this process we are now compiling 
annual budgets for the different aspects of the club which we will look to review on a 
regular basis. 
 
As always, should anyone have any queries or concerns then please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
David Connell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

(Reference B) 

AGM PLAYING REPORT FOR HENDON RFC 2018-19 

At the beginning of this season the aim was to develop a playing style that was both enjoyable to 

play and entertaining for spectators.  With only eight pre-season sessions and 13 players at training 

the task appeared daunting. 

Coaching commenced with a playing/game focus, whilst working on core skills, and numbers 

increased. A good pre-season win at Allianz park provided the team with momentum going into the 

first fixture.  An excellent opening game against Barnet saw the team play with width and our new 

winger, William Theaker, opened his try scoring account with the first of many more. The next 

couple of games saw very narrow defeats to UCS and Saracens, both games that the side believed 

they should have won. A few injuries to key players and a reduction in availability meant that wins 

over Staines and Thamesians were the only victories gained by the end of November. Despite a 

position that saw us third from the bottom of the league the team was evolving. New players were 

joining and this increased the strength in depth and focussed training sessions were having a positive 

effect on skill level.  Luke Pollard was a talisman for the forwards and with Rob Casey joining at fly 

half the side suddenly started to fulfil their potential.  

The new year saw a resurgent Hendon with over 40 points scored against Saracens and Wasps and 

with a victory away at Hitchin relegation fears were eased. New players continued to join and with 

Captain Cian Hines in addition to Vice captain Mike Culhane returning, the side began to play with 

confidence and no shortage of skill. Two victories with 50 point wins were achieved in February 

during the fixture at Allianz Park against Bank of England. This was a clear indication that the side 

were developing a ruthless defence to go with an attack that was producing a plethora of tries.  An 

away loss against Finsbury Park meant the team still had work to do. The side regrouped with the 

target of remaining unbeaten for the rest of the season.  Vytautas Pavilionis and Rossa Dooley joined 

to bolster at 2nd row and back row providing more power and turn over opportunities. Chris Kynigi 

hit top form; 12 tries over the season reflected his development into a deadly finisher.  The final five 

games saw five victories with over 320 points scored, leaving us with a cup final against an unbeaten 

London Scottish side. A large home crowd saw the players bring home the first silverware in nine 

years with a 26-19 victory.  Third in the league and a cup – an excellent return for a successful 

season. 

Credit must go to Adian for his leadership of the second team. They managed to get a team out 

every week , came third in the league and narrowly lost their cup final.  With the addition of Michael 

New and closer links with Middlesex University we hope to ensure a stronger second team for next 

season. Adian was supported admirably by Helio and a few regular players. The side had struggled 

for 15 players in September and it is a credit to Adain to see how far the side had developed by May 



 

 

 

 

Special mention must go to Thomas Mathias who managed to attend 95% of the training sessions 

and scrum half Billy Burrell who was selected and started in all three Middlesex County games.  

A lot of work was done off the pitch and it is important to take this opportunity to publicly thank 

some key people. Paul Julian for help with the scrum machine, golf day and providing sage council.  

Jon McCarthy and Malcolm for help with the training room. Cubby, Craig and Dennis for their 

assistance on match days and finally Cian – a great captain and leader.  

We are now in a stronger position on the pitch. Recruitment and retention of players has been 

successful. Training at Allianz Park has developed a more professional approach. The new team kit 

has compounded the professionalism of the players and this could not have been achieved without 

generous sponsorship from the community. The club’s strong social scene has meant that players 

enjoy the famous comradery of Hendon on and off the pitch. Next season should be a cracker. 

Phil Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

(Reference C)  

A brief playing review of the 2018/2019 season. 

Cian Hynes 

 

I’ll keep this message short and sweet with this message referring to the 2018/2019 as a review with 

Phil offering plans up for the 2019/2020. 

Firstly, apologies for not being in attendance for the AGM or Rugby Force day, the re-scheduled date 

unfortunately clashed with a family holiday, but I hope my efforts to organise can somewhat make 

up for this. 

From a playing perspective, the year began with a small group of concerned playing members 

meeting in June to discuss concerns for the year ahead having seen general player participation 

dwindle throughout the tail end of the 2017/2018 season. Amongst other items discussed, the need 

to approach a new coach was pushed forward as it was collectively felt that a fresh start was 

required, and this would be in the best interest of bridging the gap between the 1st and 2nd team 

squads. With this, we set out to find our new coach and with the help of Tom Brownsell, we were 

able to advertise through Middlesex County which brought forward some interesting characters to 

say the least. We had a professional international coach looking to “test himself in the lower tiers of 

English Rugby before making a tilt for a premiership job”, a former Georgian international prop 

“looking for an English club to bring a crop of Georgian school boys into” which may or may not have 

been a trafficking attempt and amongst others an intense English gentleman who coached at 

Cambridge and Harrow and apparently played all over the globe, a list lengthened every training 

session with no apparent end. After detailed deliberation, a tough choice had to be made and after 

lengthy discussions the decision was made to let the Georgian down and on we progressed with the 

intense Brit! 

I’m sure the individual games will be discussed by others and the tale of two halves of the same 

season but for me the numbers speak louder then words.  

Hendon’s 1st team went from 8th  place in the 2016/2017 season with 32 points and a +/- of -204 to 

9th place in the 2017/2018 season with 42 points and a +/- of -158 to 3rd place in the 2018/2019 

season with 72 points and a +/- of +406 whilst also winning the Middlesex Vase beating an emerging 

undefeated force in London Scottish Lions. 

The 1st team have almost doubled their points in the 2018/2019 season, improved their +/- by nearly 

600 points and improved their final position by 6 places in one year whilst also picking up their first 

piece of silverware in over a decade. Credit goes to Phil, Dennis and Cubby for all their work done on  



 

 

 

 

the playing side of things on and off the field introducing and implementing transparent selection, 

improved training, participation and ultimately enjoyment. 

The 2nd team have also had a much-improved year narrowly missing out on finals success on the final 

day of the season to a strong St. Albans side and being in contention for league success right up to 

the closing weeks of the year. Credit for this largely needs to be directed towards Soppy, Helio and 

the leadership team. 

Overall the most poignant aspect taken from the year is the overall buy in and engagement from 

members old and new to the club. The reigns and destiny of the club seems to have been grabbed by 

the metaphorical horns, with members wanting more of a say in how their club will progress and this 

has led to a renewed energy with the feeling being that our club is heading in the right direction for 

a long and successful future. 

Finally, thank you to Dave Gershlick, Tom Brownsell, Smudger, Malcolm, Dave Connell, Craig Silver 

and other committee members and officers not specifically mentioned, as your continued work off 

the field ensures we as the current playing members have the privilege of playing rugby every week. 

Best of luck for the rest of the day and see you all soon to get the wheels in motion for the 

2019/2020 year. 

 

Yours in rugby, 

Cian Hynes 

Club Captain 

2018/2019 season 

 


