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           September 2023 

Welcome to all new and returning club members, hoping 

you’re ready & looking forward to the 2023/24 hockey season. 

 

 

 

EH Code of Ethics & Behaviour – As we commence a new season this is a great opportunity to 

remind everyone of the Code of Ethics & Behaviour ‘Respect’ and ask you all to refresh yourselves of the 

expected minimum standards of conduct by all players (see extract enclosed). The West Hockey League 

report that instances of dissent, resulting in red cards is rising – let us not follow this trend. Minimum 

expectations are also provided for other roles within hockey - Umpires, Spectators, parents so whatever role 

you have at the club please familiarise yourself with this document – 

https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/governance/rules-and-regulations/code-of-ethics-and-behaviour 

Safeguarding – a reminder that the safeguarding of young people (U18s) is everyone’s responsibility. 

Our young players have the right to enjoy hockey in an environment that is free from abuse, where it is fun and 

enjoyable for all and where fair play is encouraged. If anyone has any concerns with a young person’s welfare 

please speak with one of our Welfare Officers – Katy Cox or Tim Gelardi. 

EH Regulations Review – EH have set up a new regulations review process that has been agreed 

nationally. If anyone has any suggested improvements to the current hockey regs please share these with a 

Committee member to be passed to the West Hockey League and submitted to the national review 

commencing in January each year. If anyone has any questions please speak to Monty.  

Team Shelters – You may have noted our shelters have been removed from the pitch, after 10+ years 

they had reached the end of their life and Health & Safety concerns had been raised with their condition. 

Committee are pursuing a community grant application to secure funding to buy 2 new shelters. Updates will 

be provided. 

Omega Festival – another successful Omega Mixed Festival ran on 20th August. In cooler 

temperatures this year, 10 teams competed for the title of Omega Champions and after a tense 3-3 draw and 

penalty flicks to decide the final Team Swindon claimed the title from previous winners Team Omega. Massive 

thanks to everyone that organised, took part and contributed to the event, securing £350 fund-raising for the 

club.  

ClubMark – Following a recommendation at the AGM the 23/24 Club Committee approved at its first 

meeting the pursuit of ClubMark accreditation this season. ClubMark accreditation recognises a club that is 
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operating at the recommended minimum standards. It prompts us to review and update our policies so keep 

an eye out for future updates on this. 

Men’s 1st XI Coach – Pete Sammon has been appointed Men’s 1st XI Coach for the 23/24 season. We 

look forward to seeing how the partnership develops and helps the team’s performance as they look to 

strengthen their place in the Men’s North Division League. 

 

 

 

League fixtures – The seasons league and 1st round Knockout Cup fixtures are now on Pitchero, please 

remember to update your availability for Captains.  

Central EH Fixture calendar - For those interested in non-league competitions through the 23/24 

season, such as Masters, details of fixture dates can be viewed on the central fixture calendar available on the 

EH website and details also available via the West Hockey website - https://west.englandhockey.co.uk/ 

Junior Festivals – like last season a series of festivals are being arranged by local clubs throughout the 

season. Kick-starting the cycle is Swindon with their U8s, U10s and U12s festival on Sunday 8th October. 

Details will be sent out approximately 2 weeks in advance. 

Badgers – we have entered a team into the Wiltshire Hockey Badgers development league. This is an 

opportunity to aid the transition of young players into adult hockey and offer a competitive opportunity for 

non-league playing adults. The first match is scheduled for 1st October against Devizes, details to be sent out 

in due course with selection via Pitchero. 

 

 

 

Match fees – 1st half of season subs must be paid by end of September for players to be eligible for team 

selection. New players must also be registered and linked with our club on GMS 

(https://gms.englandhockey.co.uk/) before competing in any league matches so please ask your Captains for 

further information if required. 

Membership – all club members must complete the club membership form to ensure Club officials have 

the necessary emergency contact and medical details to help you in the event of an incident. Non-playing 

members regularly involved in pitch-side activities should also complete a membership form as a social 

member. Any questions please contact our Membership Secretary, Zara via membership@rwbhc.co.uk 

Umpires – We really need you!  There are signs of us having a shortage of umpires this season, 

already and the season has barely started! Please, please, please can anyone who is a qualified umpire think 

about umpiring some games. It doesn’t have to be many but every little helps and gives back to your club. 

Reminder that anyone interested in learning how to umpire and join the umpiring pool, we have Umpire kits 

(T’shirt & cards) available to borrow and remuneration is offered.  A new Umpires group chat has been created 

and will be an opportunity for umpires to share experiences, offer advice and clarification on dealing with 
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different scenarios on the pitch in a safe environment. Please contact our Umpire Co-ordinator, Vinnie for 

details. 

Match Spectators – please remember to keep well back from the side-line during games to maintain 

space for players and umpires.  

Dog owners - dogs should be kept on a lead at all times and must not be on the pitch itself. 

Club Kit can be purchased from our Club shop @ Sporting Billy – www.sportingbilly.com 

Pitchero is your No.1 place to go for match details, to confirm your availability and club news. Also being 

used this season for Junior Section festival games player availability and selection. Please register here – 

https://www.pitchero.com/join/11631 

Club Defibrillator – Some might have seen recent news of a Chippenham Hockey player whose life was 

saved by the use of a defibrillator. A reminder to all club members, that we too have a club defibrillator that is 

stored in the shed with the first aid kit. 

 

 

 

RWBHC Bonus Ball – our social committee are preparing to run this successful fund-raiser again 

this season. Please look out for details on the club Facebook groups and select your number early to avoid 

disappointment.  

Saturday 28th October – save the date and come along to our Halloween Party, Juniors followed by 

Adults. Details will be shared via Facebook groups so keep your eyes peeled. 

 

Saturday 2nd December – Put the date in your calendars and be ready to join us for a whole Club 

Christmas Social. Details to be communicated nearer the date. 
 

Forthcoming events 
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