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DINGS
CRUSADERS RFC

Welcome

Today we welcome Bournemouth RFC to Lockleaze for what I believe is

not only their first visit to Lockleaze but the first time the two clubs have

ever played each other. Although I’m sure members will recognise one of

their coaching team who last visited The Dings whilst playing for Barking

a couple of seasons ago. I’m positive he will make sure they know all about

the place we call home.

A weeks break due to the sad demise of Rugby Lions and I expect all of

you were struggling for something to do, well normal service is resumed

and hope that the weeks break has allowed the players and coaches (yes we do have coaches)

to put the wrong right, after our last disappointing outing against an average Launceston team,

who on the day just seemed to be a bit more organised. A wear worn path to the dug out to

endure an all too familiar sin binning meant we went home pointless for the first time this season.

If you think it doesn’t mean anything to this group of players losing like that then I suggest you

stand back and hang on to your hat for I believe today will be a day when it all gets put right,

that is as long as we keep all players on the pitch!

I for one am not tempted by travelling up the Severn or to our near neighbours to watch a game,

but felt compelled to travel to Cheltenham and watch the Knights play their first league game of

the season. It didn’t go quite to plan with a Old Pats team having some familiar faces playing for

them. A youthful Knights came away pointless, but some pleasing aspects of play meant that

two late tries brought a slightly better respectability to the scoreline. At least on a par with the

normal cry offs, getting a team out was a feat in itself, and their season has started, hopefully

they will come strong as they did last term, clinching the League title for the first time with only

a handful of game left.

Around the rest of the clubs the slightly punctuated season has now begun, with the Dings 

putting out both Thirds and Fourths last weekend. Although with mixed results, the signs are 

encouraging with numbers returning just as they put their cricket whites away for another winter.

On the redevelopment, no real news I’m told, apart from we won’t be planning an audacious bid

on the Cribbs Causeway ground of our close neighbours although I’m sure it wont be long until

we can bring some positive news for you all to digest. You will see that the roof tops of the 

development next door, starting to give clear definition to the landscape. As long as they don’t

mind the lads popping in to get their balls back, it wont be an issue.

Anyway back to today, this afternoons game, Match Sponsor is Mike Sanigar who over the last

couple of Months has thrown himself into helping out at the club, and his work is a valuable

addition to the existing team of volunteers that make a Saturday tick all the boxes for the home

fans, so lets get the party moving, bringing a little bit of Lockleaze into the fray and a spur to get the

lads going, so as always give the boys a huge roar as they come out onto the Battlefield of Play.

Come on you Dings Boys! 

Steve Lloyd 
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Find the one with Barratt Homes
www.barratthomes.co.uk

Proud to be sponsoring 
Dings Crusaders RFC

3
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GAS • AIR • OIL • WATER

S.B.H.

ENGINEERING
MECHANICAL REPAIRS & OVERHAULS

WELDINGS

PIPEWORK

SMALL FABRICATIONS

MAINTENANCE

SERVICES

STEAM PLANTS

PUMPS

COMMERCIA L A ND

DOM ESTIC  HEATING

STEVE HAWKESBY PROPRIETOR
20 Oxbarton Bristol BS34 6RP

TEL: (0117) 983 7903  MOBILE 07802 312 532
email: SBH.ENG@tinyworld.co.uk

Mike Phillips
28 Lower Station Road, Staple Hill
Bristol BS16 4LU
Tel/Fax: 00 44 117 957 0088
Mobile: 07710401081

M.N.M PROJECTS
(The Splinter Group)

HEALTH AND SAFETY CONSULTANTS

We are a leading provider of health and safety consultancy based in the south-west

HEALTH AND SAFETY CONSULTANTS

We are a leading provider of health and safety consultancy based in the south-west

www.safetyhorizon.com

South West office

26 Curlew Place

Portishead, Bristol, BS20 7EN

0870 235 4249

support@safetyhorizon.com
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E. C. Alderwick & Son Ltd 
11 Regent Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 8JX 

71 High Street, Hanham, Bristol, BS15 3DG 

 
Thomas Davis 

Southville Lodge, Southville Road, Bristol, BS3 1DJ 
57 Sandy Park Road, Brislington, Bristol, BS4 3PQ 

21/23 Gloucester Road North, Filton, Bristol, BS7 0SH 
50 High Street, Shirehampton, Bristol, BS11 0DJ 

 
Cotton & Sons 

338-348 Stapleton Road, Easton, Bristol, BS5 0NN 

 
Bristol South Funeral Services 

107 West Street, Bedminster, Bristol, BS3 3NU 

www.bristolfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

For immediate attention day or night telephone the above number or contact 
 

Derek Gunningham 
Tel: 01934 825811 or 07919 408 354 

 
Andy Gunningham 

Tel: 01275 460531 or 07917 413895 

BfD Funeral Plans 
An Independent choice for complete peace of mind 

Independent Pre Paid Funeral Plans available from all or offices 

Bespoke Funerals 
Private Chapels of Rest 
Rolls Royce Fleet 
Home Visits 
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Purpose Made Joinery

Tel: 0117 971 7180

Fax: 0117 971 7180

Mobile: 07768 464664 / 07977 552770

Unit 13 Dixon Business Centre

Dixon Road, Brislington

Bristol BS4 5QW

Website: www.mark2joinery.com

E-mail: mark2joinery@ukonline.co.uk

J. DARBY
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
*INDUSTRIAL*COMMERCIAL

*DOMESTIC

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Wishes
DINGS CRUSADERS RFC

the best of luck for
the 2011/2012 Season

Tel: 0117 967 9955
Mobile: 07836 577219

JOHN DREW
GENERAL INSURANCE

Corner Cottage 

Tunbridge Road 

Chew Magna 

Bristol  BS40 8SP

Tel: 01275 333301

Fax: 01275 333340

Email: insurance@curtisdrew.co.uk

Bristol Waste Clearance
for all your Waste removal needs

Bristol Waste Clearance clear domestic 

rubbish from houses, flats or gardens. We 

can also clear commercial rubbish from 

establishments such as hotels, factories, 

offices, sites and shops. 

For a free quotation:

bristolwaste@hotmail.co.uk

0791 2876155
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Avon Truck and Van

Martin Sage Mobile: 07885 334482

Derek Jones Mobile: 07836 648327

Paul Power Mobile: 07739 899010

BRING THIS ADVERTISEMENT WITH YOU AND ON COMPLETION OF PURCHASE

Avon Truck and Van
WILL DONATE A FURTHER £50.00 TO DINGS CRUSADERS RFC

Albert Road, St Philips, Bristol, BS2 0YA

Tel: 0117 9779 776 Fax 0117 9418 714

Vans • Tippers • Minibuses • Recovery Vehicles

Tractor Units • Lutons • Dropsides • Box Vans

Curtainsiders • Crane Vehicles • Flatbeds

50 Years combined experience • Part Exchange Welcome

New and Used Commercial Vehicles Supplied and Purchased 

Specialist Imports

e-mail: avontruckandvan@btconnect.com

www.avontruckandvan.co.uk
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CChhiieeff TTrraaddiinngg PPoosstt LLTTDD
The Nurseries

   

          BARRY ROAD,
    OLDLAND COMMON,
     BRISTOL, BS30 6QY

    OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

       TEL: 0117 932 3112
       FAX: 0117 932 7034

info@chieftradingpost.com
www.chieftradingpost.com

  Hot Food & Drink in
     our Tearoom

     Well Trained, Friendly
     & Helpful Staff

     Free Local Delivery

NN

N

     Quality Indoor & 
     Outdoor Plants
NN

N

 

       

     Bedding Plants, Hanging
     Baskets & Planters

     A Wide Selection of 
     Hardy Exotics &
     Quality Fruit Trees

     Fresh Cut Flowers,
     Bouquets & 
     Arrangements

     Gift Ideas, Stoneware
     & Rustic Furniture

     Life-Size Bronze 
     Statues & Fountains

m

m

m
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W h o L E S a L E  E L E c T r i c a L  D i S T r i b u T o r S

0117 971 2555     www.templegate-electrical.co.uk

Templegate Electrical
Supplies Limited

Wishing Dings all the best
for the coming season
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SPECIALISTS IN GROUP TRAVEL
COACH HIRE UK AND EUROPE

Large fleet of up to date coaches 

35 - 57 Seaters & 49 Seater Executives

Sports & Social Clubs Day Trips 

Meetings, Conferences & Exhibitions

Tailor made packages

Experienced staff always ready to 

offer help & advice

0117 955 9086
59 DAYS ROAD, BRISTOL, BS2 OQS

FAX: 0117 955 6948  www.turnerscoachways.co.uk
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William Street, St.Philips, Bristol  BS2 0RG

Tel: 0117 941 1021  • Fax: 0117 941 2079

Mechanical Engineering Services (Avon) Limited

SWS Catering
Proud to be a part of a winning 

team - on and off the field for 

Dings Crusaders RFC 

Full Buffet Menu • Childrens Parties 

Delivery Available 

For more info Contact: 

Julie 07920 437293

Nicola 07935 271370

Sharon 07791 369498

PROUD TO SPONSOR

DINGS CRUSADERS
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Mez Merriman
20 Cousins Way, Emersons Green
Bristol  BS16 7DG
Tel: 0117 307 9863
Mobile: 07909 895246

M.N.M BUILDING
& MAINTENANCE

Dormy House
67 Gloucester Road North

Filton Park
Bristol

BS7 0SN

Tel: 0117 975 5487
Fax: 0117 909 3247

email:pgbr34463@blueyonder.co.uk

543/551 Fishponds Road, Fishponds, Bristol BS16 3AF

Tel 0117 965 8000  Fax 0117 958 3863

Email info@bristol-tile.co.uk

www.bristol-tile.co.uk

Top To Toe Physiotherapy

• Ankle & Foot Injuries

• Arthritis

• Back & Neck Pain

• Frozen Shoulder 
& Impingement

• Inflammation 
& Swelling

• Knee Pain

• Muscle Imbalance 
& Weakness

• Poor Balance & 
Proprioception

• Post-Operative 
Stiffness & Pain

• Repetitive Strain 
Injuries

• Sciatica

• Sports Injuries

• Sprains & Strains

• Whiplash & Trauma

• Wrist & Hand Injuries

To make an appointment or for further information: 
M 07501 339525

E info@toptotoephysiotherapy.co.uk

www.toptotoephysiotherapy.co.uk

Our approach is designed to keep 
your muscles, bones and joints in 
good working condition so that 

you can enjoy life and sport
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www.trojanfitness.co.uk

Tel: 0117 966 1683 • 179 Ashton Drive, Bristol BS3 2PU

www.trojannutrition.blogspot.com

• One-to-one or group 
cross fit sessions

• Spin classes

• Boxfit

• TRX

• Strong man yard with 
stones, yoke etc.

• Boxing room

• Men & womens shower 
facilities

• On site nutrition shop

• Personal training

• Free diet/training 
programmes

• Top of the range cardio-suite

• Dumbells from 2kg-85kg

Trojan Fitness have maintained the

ethos of 'fitness for everybody'

whilst still providing some of the

best bodybuilding equipment in the

south west.

There are no quick fixes to bulking up

and you need the help of the best quality

products if you want to get ripped.  We

formulated and created our products

without compromise, just for you.
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Print solutions 
to meet your needs
A complete ‘In-house’ Lithographic sheet fed Printers 
with digital capability. We can complete your printing 
requirements from start to finish.

Leaflets >> Newsletters >> Brochures >> Mailing >> Folders >> Books

For more information on the services 
 we provide, or just some friendly advice: 

Email: daniella@dovetonpress.co.uk

Web: www.dovetonpress.co.uk

Tel: 0117 966 0078
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Welcome to Bournemouth RFC

We extend a warm welcome this afternoon to our visitors Bournemouth and hope that

all players, officials and supporters enjoy their first ever visit to our Lockleaze ground.

Founded in 1893 Bournemouth, who narrowly missed out in the playoffs to Hertford

22-23 in 2010-11, went one better last season to win the National Three South West

title, promotion to National Two is the highest they have been in the league structure.

After five years in National Three they won the title last season in some style with

twenty four wins from twenty six games amassing over twelve hundred points and with

a point’s difference of over one thousand, pretty impressive stuff. 

Bournemouth play their home games at Chapel Gate in Christchurch which claims to

be one of the leading sports centers in the country, a sixty five acre site that caters for

a host of sports including Rugby, Football, Cricket and many more as well as being

the base for Bournemouth’s football league side.

Bournemouth have made a pretty good start to life in National Two with two wins and

ten points from the first five games to sit in eighth place. Their two wins have come at

home first game of the season 32-17 over Canterbury and a couple of weeks later 

41-29 to Chinnor, with the losses 14-45 at Worthing, 13-18 at Redruth and last week

7-43 at home to fancied Hartpury.

Good luck to both sides, may the best team win and all spectators committed or neutral

enjoy entertaining afternoon’s rugby.
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Player                                                          Team                                                             Tries                         Points

Peter C Kelly               Canterbury                    7                35

James Comben           Henley Hawks               6                30

Thomas Duncan          Redruth                         6                30

Lewis Paterson           Launceston                    6                30

Jack Maslen                Worthing                        6                30

William Pomphrey       Clifton                            5                25

Daniel Cleare              Southend                       5                25

Ross Moriarty              Hartpury College           4                20

Liam O'Neill                 Henley Hawks               4                20

Jack Hayes                 Hartpury College           4                20

Player                                                  Team                                                Cons            Pens    Drop Goals   Points

James Comben         Henley Hawks          25         3        0        59

Steven Smith              Shelford                    13       10       0        56

Mark Woodrow         Dings Crusaders    4         15       0        53

Alan Paul Thirlby        Redruth                    10       10       0        50

Scott Browne             Canterbury               14         7        0        49

Benjamin Stevenson Bournemouth            9          8        0        42

Kieron Lewitt              Launceston               8          8        0        40

Matthew McLean       Worthing                   16         2        0        38

Craig Jackson            Hartpury College       9          6        0        36

Ben Roberts               Clifton                        9          6        0        36

LEADING TRy SCORERS

TOP LEAGUE KICKERS

National League Two South Stats          
NATIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION 2 SOUTH

TEAM                                      P      W     L       D     Pts

Henley Hawks              5     5     0     0    25

Shelford                        5     4     1     0    20

Worthing                       4     4     0     0    19

Redruth                        4     4     0     0    18

Hartpury College          4     3     0     1    16

Canterbury                   5     3     2     0    15

Chinnor                         4     2     2     0    13

Bournemouth              5     2     3     0    10

Launceston                   5     1     3     1    10

Southend                      5     2     3     0      9

Lydney                          5     1     4     0      7

Clifton                           5     1     4     0      6

Taunton Titans              5     1     4     0      5

Dings Crusaders        4     1     3     0      0

Barking                         5     0     5     0      0

FORTH COMING FIXTURES

13 Oct             BARKING                                   AWAY

20 Oct             CANTERBURY                        HOME

27 Oct             WORTHING                               AWAY

03 Nov            CHINNOR                                  HOME

      

        
  

Player Team                                               Cons       Pens      Drop   Tries Points

James Comben Henley Hawks        25     3      0    6 89

Steven Smith Shelford                 13    10     0    1 61

Mark Woodrow Dings Crusaders  4      15     0    1 58

Scott Browne Canterbury             14     7      0    1 54

Matthew McLean Worthing                16     2      0    3 53

Alan Paul Thirlby Redruth                  10    10     0    0 50

Kieron Lewitt Launceston            8       8      0    1 45

Benjamin Stevenson Bournemouth         9       8      0    0 42

Craig Jackson Hartpury College    9       6      0    0 36

Ben Roberts Clifton                     9       6      0    0 36

TOP LEAGUE POINT SCORERS

Pleased to be 
Supporting 

Dings Crusaders

Today’s Matchday Sponsor

Mike Sanigar
Loyal Club Member
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Full Back

Wing 

Centre

Centre 

Wing 

Stand Off  

Scrum Half  

Prop 

Hooker 

Prop

Lock 

Lock 

Flanker

Flanker 

No 8 

Replacement

Replacement

Replacement

Replacement 

Replacement 

DINGS CRUSADERS BOURNEMOUTH 

OFFICIALS: Referee: Richard Harding
Touch Judges: Andy Bickel and Grant Mossford

Royal Blue & Black Hoops

ROB DEMPSEY                   15

JAMES OAKLEY                  14

MARCUS BROOKER            13

SAM COX                            12

TAYLOR STEVENS              11

MARK WOODROW              10
STEVE PLUMMER                 9

MATT HUDD                         1

ADAM BELLAMY                   2

JOSH LLOYD                         3

ED HACK (CAPT)                      4

DAVE BUFTON                       5

JOE JOYCE                           6

STEAN WILLIAMS                 7

MIKE UREN                           8

DAVE WHEELER                  16

JAMES COOKE                    17

JAMES LUCK                       18

MITCH BURTON                  19

JACK NOWELL                    20

Black and Gold

DAN POLLARD                    15

ANDREW EDWARDS          14

DAN CONNOLLY                  13

SCOTT CHISLETT                12

PAUL O'BRIEN                    11

BEN STEVENSON                10
SAM HARDCASTLE               9

BEN FEATHERSTONE           1

FRAZER WILFORD                2

ALAN MANNING                    3

WILLIAM BROOKS                4

CALLUM FORREST               5

JOHN PEART                        6

CHARLES GRACE                  7

GAVIN HART                         8

RICHARD CARRELL            16

LUKE ANDREWS                 17

RORY TROW                       18

TIM COLLIER                      19

ANTHONY DUNKERLEY      20

DINGS CRUSADERS v BOURNEMOUTH 
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B R I S T O L’ S  L A R G E S T  F U R N I T U R E  S T O R E !  
Willway Street, B   edminster, Bristol  BS3 4AZ

Tel: 0117 966 9253   www.parkfurnishers.co.uk

…then Park 
Furnishers

Rugby
first…
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UKS Group are pleased t
o sponsor

Dings Crusaders and wish them

all the best fo
r the coming season

Bristol Branch
Unit 5 Bush Industrial Estate

Hammersmith Road (Off Chalks Road), St. George
Bristol, BS5 7BD

Branch Manager  REX LOWTHER

Tel: (0117) 9525252   Fax: (0117) 9512345   Email: bristol@lhevans.co.uk

Branches also at:

INDEPENDENT 

ELECTRICAL 

WHOLESALERS 

CARDIFF CWMBRAN NEATH SWANSEA HAVERFORDWEST

(029) 2033 6633 (01633) 873236 (01639) 641177 (01792) 458620 (01437) 700000
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DINGS CLUB SHOP FOR ALL YOUR RUGBY NEEDS
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DINGS CLUB SHOP FOR ALL YOUR RUGBY NEEDS
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Jerseys • Stockings
Shorts • Blazer Badge
Club Tie • Sportswear

Tuesday 7.30 - 8.30 pm
Thursday 7.30 - 8.30 pm
Saturday 1.30 - 5.30 pm
Sunday 12.00 - 1.30 pm

OPEN HOURS
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NEW Dings Crusader RFC on 
& off field kit now exclusively 
available from Ikon Sports

Buy online at:

www.ikonsports.com

Or visit the: Sports Counter
571 Southmead Road
Bristol  BS10 5NL

Opening times:
Monday - Friday Saturday

9am - 5pm 10am - 1pm

Items also available from the Ikon Dings Club 
Shop on site at the club ground

Tel:  0845 521 0123
sales@ikonsports.com |   ikonsports.com

dings programme 2_layout 1  03/10/2012  11:41  Page 18



25

 
             
            

 
             
            

Hollyhead House. 

14, Hollyguest Road, 

Hanham, Bristol

BS15 9NT

Tel/Fax: 0117-9871200

P.O Box 78m, Monmouth, Monmouthshire NP25 4XB

Tel: 01600 860 600    Fax: 01600 861 977
Email: sales@bakerfencing.co.uk
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6 Nations. Great rugby. Excellent beer.

A real pub - offering 
fine real ales and a good 

selection of ciders

The Crown Inn
14 High Street

Staple Hill
T: 01179 109546

The Crown Inn are proud to be

sponsoring Dings Crusaders
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6 Nations. Great rugby. Excellent beer.

Tel: 07866 771948  keith745@btinternet.com

SPONSORSHIP 
BENEFITS US ALL!

DINGS
CRUSADERS RFC

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
SPONSORSHIP OR SUPPORTING
THE CLUB IN ANY OTHER 
WAY PLEASE CONTACT 
KEITH BURNARD FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION
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Local Graphic Design ServicesCorporate ID’s

Newsletters

Brochures

Leaflets and Posters

Mailshots

Exhibition Stands

Websites

Press Advertising

Catalogues and Books 

Flyers
15 Willway Street, Bristol  BS3 4BG
0117 953 1211

d e s i g n

Corporate Identity
and logo design 
with professional 
bespoke websites 
to strengthen 
your brand. 

Design and finished 
artwork for printed
documents, stationery,
business cards, 
packaging, brochures,
exhibitions and more. 

We can complete
your printing 
requirements from
design and artwork
to print, finishing
and delivery.

designartworkprint.co.uk

a r t w o r k p r i n t

dings programme 2_layout 1  03/10/2012  11:41  Page 22



29

N C A
Who are the NCA? 

What is the NCA?

The National 

Clubs 

Association
formerly the Senior 

Clubs Association.

• Representing and administrating the clubs in National League 2 North and South.

It therefore represents your Club!   

   

• Four Divisional Committees - North, Midlands, London and South East and South West. 

There is a branch near you!   

   

• Members of the NCA Executive serve on the following Committees at the RFU representing 

the NCA Member Clubs: Council, Finance, Competition - League Structures, and Governance 

- Rules and Regulation - National Clubs Board and various RFU Task and Working Groups. 

Your Club is being represented at the heart of the decision making of Rugby 

Union!   

   

• Secured a long-term agreement on behalf of Member Clubs on Funding and Structure of 

Leagues until 2008-2009 Season. This represents security to your Club!   

   

• NCA now has an equivalent status of a Constituent Body on the RFU   

   

• Audit Member Clubs on Conditional Funding on behalf of RFU   

   

• Handles Disciplinary matters in respect of Member Clubs   

   

• Each Season produce the Fixtures for the Member Clubs and for approval by RFU   

   

• Arranges for Referees to visit Member Clubs pre-season to discuss Laws and their 

Interpretation to Coaches     

National Clubs Association

Your Club representatives are Steve LLoyd and Rich Grant

• Representing and administrating the clubs in National League 2 North and

South. It therefore represents your Club!

• Four Divisional Committees - North, Midlands, London and South East and

South West. There is a branch near you!

• Members of the NCA Executive serve on the following Committees at the RFU 

representing the NCA Member Clubs: Council, Finance, Competition - League 

Structures, and Governance - Rules and Regulation - National Clubs Board and 

various RFU Task and Working Groups. Your Club is being represented at the 

heart of the decision making of Rugby Union!

• Secured a long-term agreement on behalf of Member Clubs on Funding and

Structure of Leagues until 2008-2009 Season. This represents security to

your Club!

• NCA now has an equivalent status of a Constituent Body on the RFU.

• Audit Member Clubs on Conditional Funding on behalf of RFU.

• Handles Disciplinary matters in respect of Member Clubs.

• Each Season produce the Fixtures for the Member Clubs and for approval by RFU.

• Arranges for Referees to visit Member Clubs pre-season to discuss Laws and

their Interpretation to Coaches.
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Hills Electrical Ltd (South West)
87-89 Bryant's Hill, St George, Bristol BS5 0RG
Tel: 0117 960 1291  
e-mail: steve@hillselectricalsw.co.uk

Wishing

DINGS 
all the very 
best for 
the 201 -1
season 

Hills Electrical Ltd are qualified, electrical 

contractors in the South West, having gained a

reputation with many long-standing customers

for our reliability and professional approach.

We cover all types of electrical work throughout

a variety of sectors from residential to commercial.

We can also do testing and commissioning on

any existing installation.

Our friendly, polite team of contractors offer

value f   or money, whilst keeping safety as our

top priority.

TTeell:: 00111177 996600 11229911
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A CLUB WITH ITS
HEART IN BRISTOL
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Top Touch Oracle
So the season progresses but not as we had

hoped, having been docked 6 hard earned

points and surrendering leads in two matches

we then went on to lose, one could feel

slightly down hearted, but Heh! We are the

Dings and we don’t do pessimism. 

Something clearly happens to us at Half

Time, perhaps we shouldn’t leave the field.

For those of us of an ‘age’, leaving the field

at half time was not allowed unless with the

referees permission. For most of us the onset

of half time heralded a blissful 5 minutes of

rest, interspersed with a minute segment of

orange, often dropped in the mud, a swig

from a communal water bottle (HIV and other

dark things hadn’t been invented then) and a

wipe over with a rapidly drying sponge not

cleaned from season to season. We took in

turns to tell jokes and the passing of water

whilst we all stood in a circle was mandatory.

Now it is a much more scientific and structured

period used for the reinforcement of tactics

and the ever present game plan. Funny though,

I can’t ever remember playing on the losing

side for the Dings, maybe we had it right.

Today we welcome Bournemouth for their 

virgin appearance at Landseer Avenue, 

having finally been promoted to Division two

after a couple of near misses. I have fond

memories of Bournemouth having played for

the Vikings (the Original Dings Sunday

seven, when we still a temperance society) in

their well organised sevens many years ago.

We didn’t win the tournament but had a good

time. We also had to negotiate a bit of a local

disturbance at Castle Cary on the way home,

Andy ‘Tate’ Lyle being bitten by the landlord’s

dog, and the late great Bobby Dark, ‘borrowing’

the coach. 

Many other memories were recalled recently

with a rare appearance of the legend that is

Steve ‘Flash’ McCall, despite being transported

to Australia many years ago with ‘Codge’

Connelly it was good to hear he retains his

Bristol accent albeit with a hint of Aus. Keep

an eye open, word has it that Rich Hook will

be making a brief visit this month.

Ding’s rejects sprung a bit of a surprise last

Friday evening at the Mem. Both Buster and

Chas making an appearance. Good for them.

Further afield Jersey are finding it tough in

the first division, but I expect some big tax

free spending will try and recue their ambitions.

Ealing, with the help of our ex. Forwards are

doing well, although Old Albanians are also

finding life a little difficult.
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Previous Action Against Launceston

DINGS
CRUSADERS RFC
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