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The first World Golden Oldies Rugby Festival created by New Zealand Rugby Stalwart –
Tom Johnson -  in conjunction with Air New Zealand - took place in Auckland in 1979 …
..and they have been organised every two years since, alternating from Southern to
Northern Hemisphere, by Air New Zealand, till 2012. These World Festivals are now
organised by – VSL Rugby - also from Auckland, and the 21st World Festival takes place
in Cardiff in 2016…. www.goldenoldiessports.com   The first European Festival took place
in Denbosch, in Holland in 1992 and is also played every two years and the 13th European
Golden Oldies Rugby Festival was held in beautiful San Sebastian ( Northern Spain ) in
June, 2015 and attracted 60 Teams from as far apart as Russia and Israel…..including
Guest Teams from Australia and Argentina ….both of whom have played in previous EGOR
Festivals !  Plans are well under way for the 14th EGOR Festival, which shall be held in
Lisbon ( Portugal ) in 2017.  It is hoped that Scottish Teams…..or a Touring XV, shall wish
to participate in this Festival.

Whilst adhering to the Official Rugby Laws, Golden Oldies Rugby has some variations –

➢ There is Unlimited Substitution

➢ Games are played over shorter time periods

➢ Over aggressive Play is NOT condoned

➢ Golden Oldies play in ‘ Festivals ’ not ‘ Tournaments ’

➢ Age is shown by the colour of shorts Players wear……over 60’s cannot be Tackled

➢ Golden Oldies Rugby is played in the Ethos of – Fun, Friendship and Fraternity
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WHAT IS GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY ?    

World Festivals

Golden Oldies Rugby has been played in
Europe for many, many years, but the first
European Festival was in 1992.
1992    Denbosch            Holland
1994    Heidelberg           Germany
1996    Verona                 Italy
1998    Aberdeen             Scotland
2000    Moscow               Russia
2002    Split                     Croatia
2004    Benidorm             Spain
2006    Zurich                  Switzerland
2008    Funchal               Madeira
2010    Caernarfon          Wales
2012    Trieste                 Italy
2013    Prague                 Czech Republic
2015    San Sebastian     Spain
2017    Lisbon                  Portugal
2019    ????                    ????
2021    ????                    ????
2023    Frankfurt *           Germany
*Centenary of Frankfurt Team

If you wish to enter a Team, a few
Players...or participate as an Individual,
you shall always get a Game, at World and
European...and Scottish Festivals.  Contact
– goldiesrugby@gmail.com - and find out
how to enter your Team, or become
involved by joining another Team...in Fun,
Friendship and Fraternity!

Earlier this year, Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby,
in conjunction with three Media Students from
Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen, created a
DVD - Golden Oldies Rugby - an Introduction –

which can be found on ….

Thanks to all, involved with its Production.

World Festivals

Starting from 2014 World Golden Oldies Rugby Festivals are now
organised by Vintage Sports and Leisure in Auckland New Zealand.

1979  Auckland, New Zealand          1999   Adelaide, Australia
1981  Long Beach, U. S. A.              2001   Toulouse, France
1983  Sydney, Australia                    2003   Brisbane, Australia
1985  London, England                     2005   San Diego, U. S A.
1987  Auckland, New Zealand          2006   Wellington, New Zealand
1989  Toronto, Canada                     2008   Edinburgh, Scotland
1991  Perth, Australia                       2010   Sydney, Australia
1993  Dublin, Ireland                         2012   Fukuoka, Japan
1995  Christchurch, New Zealand    2014   Mar del Plata Argentina
1997  Vancouver, Canada                2016   Cardiff, Wales
1998  Cape Town, South Africa         2018   ????
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SCOTTISH GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY

EATING IN THE UK IN THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES
Curry was a surname

A takeaway was a mathematical  problem

All crisps were plain; the only  choice we had was whether to put the salt on or not

Rice was a milk pudding, and never, ever part of our dinner

A Big Mac was what we wore when it was raining

Oil was for lubricating, fat was for cooking

Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves

Coffee was Camp, and came in a bottle

Fish didn't have fingers in those days

None of us had ever heard of yoghurt

Healthy food consisted of anything edible

Cooking outside was called camping

Prunes were medicinal

Pineapples came in chunks in a tin; we had only ever seen a picture of a real one.

The one thing that we never ever had on our table in the Fifties …. was Elbows!

" The smile you give out, comes back to you "

happy to support quality
rugby at all levels
happy to support quality
rugby at all levels

hbrutherford
H B Rutherford & Co Ltd  Print & Design

DUNDEE HSFP 
RUGBY CLUB

01382 737703  www.hbrutherford.com



Golden Oldies ...Enjoy your
Festival, in Fun, Friendship
and Fraternity!
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Message from the President

On behalf of the Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby Committee, I'm

delighted to welcome all our Players, their Families and Friends

to our 7th Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby Festival, here at the

Home of KInloss Eagles R.F.C. as they celebrate 75 years of

Rugby at this Base.  I'm delighted that the Scottish Golden Oldies

Rugby Festival has now become a permanent Fixture in the

Scottish Rugby Calendar….with new Teams continuing to join

with us for the first time.

I am honoured that our Festival Ambassador is Lieutenant

Colonel Tom Marsden, Commanding Officer 39 Engineer

Regiment here at Kinloss and Thanks go to the Local Organising

Committee, Club Members and Volunteers from our Host Club,

along with the Medics, Physios, Ball Boys, Chefs etc for their

involvement……including those who have been busy behind the

scenes.     Love them or Hate them…..we cannot have a Game without them, so I greatly

appreciate the work done by Ray Ellis Esq, for  co – ordinating our Referees for today.    I

also wish to extend my appreciation to my SGOR Committee.   After the Rugby is finished,

I’m sure that all Teams shall enjoy the “ Third Half ” at the Bar !

Special Thanks go to Cllr Allan Wright, Convener of the Moray Council and his Colleagues,

and all our Sponsors and Brochure Advertisers - please give them your ongoing support

after our Festival. We also appreciate all who have donated Prizes for the Raffle which

amongst other recipients, is supporting the Army Benevolent Fund.  Thanks again go to

Capt ‘ Taff ’ Smith and to all at Kinloss Eagles RFC who have assisted with what I am sure,

shall be a great Festival……and of course, special Thanks go to all the participating

Teams…without YOU….we would not have a Festival ! 

President Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby

President European Golden Oldies Rugby

SCOTTISH GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY

Dave McDonald
President Scottish &
European Golden
Oldies Rugby
President

Join Golden Oldies Rugby on

Get your Team, Players and Supporters to LikeUs
www.pitchero.com/clubs/scottishgoldenoldiesrugby

www.europeangoldenoldiesrugby.com

European Golden
Oldies Rugby

Scottish Golden
Oldies Rugby
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A Welcome to Moray

Welcome to the Golden Oldies Rugby Festival in Moray.

As Convener of the Moray Council, I am delighted to welcome the Golden

Oldies Rugby Clubs to Kinloss and Moray for the 2015 Scottish Festival.

It is the seventh Festival to be held in Scotland and I’m proud that you have

chosen our County for this event.   At the Press Launch of this Festival in 

January, I paid tribute to the Festival watchwords:- Fun, Friendship, and

Fraternity and I echo that again as a splendid ethos and the gentlemanly

rules which forbids the tackling of those over 60.

I applaud the spirit of the Festival and congratulate the Kinloss Eagles for

bringing the event to Moray, and the Army locally for their active support.

Last month we again hosted the European Pipe Band Championships at

Forres, which is a stone’s throw from Kinloss and, while we will not see quite

the same crowds at the Golden Oldies Rugby Festival, I am confident there

will be the same level of commitment and enthusiasm.

May I wish you every success for the Festival and hope most of you will

also find the time to enjoy the sights and hospitality that Moray has to offer.

Remember, this is whisky country and we have a huge variety for you to

sample, probably best, after the matches.

Cllr Allan Wright
Convener of the
Moray Council

A Welcome Message from our Festival Ambassador

Welcome to the Golden Oldies Rugby Festival at Kinloss Barracks.

It is a great privilege to welcome the 7th Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby

Festival to sunny Moray and the home of the Kinloss Eagles.  The Royal

Engineers now enter our third year in the Region and we have been warmly

welcomed by both the local population and the Rugby Fraternity.  

The Rugby Club has evolved from the Kinloss Hunters to the Eagles with

the transition from the RAF to the Army and this season we have enjoyed

success on the Pitch, winning promotion, and also off the Pitch, celebrating

our 75th Anniversary with a Hunters v Eagles Match in May.  

I hope that you all enjoy the Festival of Golden Oldies Rugby, enjoying the

delights of Kinloss and Moray.  I look forward to meeting as many of you

as I can either on the Pitch…… or in the Bar afterwards.  

WELCOME

Lieutenant Colonel
Tom G J Marsden    
Commanding Officer
39 Engineer
Regiment
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Lieutenant Colonel Tom Marsden Commanding Officer
39 Engineer Regiment
Following four years as a Rugby playing Undergraduate in the steel towns of
Sheffield and Pittsburgh, Lieutenant Colonel Marsden commissioned into the
Royal Engineers in 1997.  His first tour as a Mechanised Troop Commander in
11 Field Squadron saw him deploy to FYROM on Op UPMINSTER, as part of a
French led Extraction Force, and on Ex SAILFISH in Belize.  Remaining in Ripon,
Lieutenant Colonel Marsden moved to become the Operations Officer of 51 Field
Squadron (Air Assault) in time to deploy to BATUS and prepare the Squadron
for deployment on Op FINGAL.  On completion of the Army Junior Division he
took post as Adjutant 28 Engineer Regiment and the following year found himself
in the desert of Southern Iraq on Op TELIC.  His first staff appointment was two
very enjoyable years in the Army Personnel Centre where he was responsible
for the career management of all Royal Engineer officers from Second Lieutenant
to Major.  Returning to Germany, Lieutenant Colonel Marsden commanded 77
Armoured Engineer Squadron on Op TELIC 8, exercise in Cyprus and through CT4 training in preparation
for Op HERRICK 9.  After two years as a Military Assistant within Defence, Equipment and Support,
Lieutenant Colonel Marsden was selected for promotion, command and attendance on the Advance
Command and Staff Course.  Prior to the course he had a brief tour with the RAF during which he completed
five hours flying in a Typhoon and deployed to India and Italy.  Lieutenant Colonel Marsden has just
completed a year in PJHQ J5 including a brief soujourn as the PJHQ liaison officer to Regional Command
(Southwest).  He assumed command of 39 Engineer Regiment in September 2013.

Lieutenant Colonel Marsden is married to Merla and they have three boys, William (13), Luke (11) and Barney
(9).  He enjoys all Team Sports and has managed to play Football at Wembley and Rugby League for the
Army in New Zealand.  He remains an optimistic Liverpool fan, an enthusiastic gardener and enjoys a glass
of single malt whisky. 

OUR FESTIVAL AMBASSADOR

FESTIVAL  LAUNCH
The Official Launch of the 7th Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby Festival, took place at the Home of Kinloss
Eagles RFC, Kinloss Barracks, on January 30th. The Launch was opened by Captain Stephen Smith on
behalf of the Host Club, who introduced the following Guests – Members of the Festival Local Organising
Committee, 

Dave McDonald - Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby President, Katie Barnett - SGOR Secretary, Cllr Allan Wright
- Convener Moray Council, Cllr James Allan - Moray Council Twinning Convener, Kim Paterson - Moray
Council Sports Development Officer, George Whitecross - Moray Council Rugby Development Officer,
Festival Ambassador - Lt Col Tom Marsden, Gordon Cox - SRU North Forum Secretary, Pete McFarlane
and  Jackie Coates of ISS Catering, Retail & Leisure.     Apologies, were received from Ian Rankin ( SRU
President and Hon President of SGOR ), Alan Lawson and Jim Stevenson ( both Former SRU Presidents
and Hon Vice Presidents of SGOR ) along with Ray Mellis ( SGOR Referee Adviser ) and various
Representatives of Golden Oldies Clubs. 

Pictured at the SRU President’s
Roadshow, where the Kinloss Festival was
announced, are Rear, Right to Left - SRU
President - Ian Rankin ( Hon President
Scottish Golden Oldies ), Capt Stephen
Smith; former SRU President – Jim
Stevenson ( Hon Vice President of SGO ),
SRU Board Member – Ian Barr and SRU
Vice President - Ed Crozier. Seated, is the
SGO President – Dave McDonald.

Also pictured at the Roadshow with Capt
Smith and the SGO President Dave
McDonald, is Sir Moir Lockhead –
Chairman of the Scottish Rugby Board.

Pictured at the Festival Launch at
Kinloss, are Katie Barnett ( SGO
Secretary ), Dave McDonald ( SGO
President ), Col Tom Marsden
( Festival Ambassador ) and Capt
Stephen Smith ( Chairman of the Local
Organising Committee ).



Ian Rankin                               
President of SRU

Goodwill Message from the SRU President

I would like to wish everyone involved in the Golden Oldies Rugby

Festival being hosted at RAF Kinloss this year, all the very best.

The success of all the previous Festivals, will I am sure, bring

Golden Oldies from far and wide to enjoy the Games, the

company and have a great time on and off the pitch.

With the Festival now being Officially Launched, most participants

will be concentrating on their preparations….. but will be delaying

any training regime for a while, just in case they overdo it …..or

indeed any of their fellow Golden Oldies find out !!                                                   

I would also encourage spectators and players who have not

managed along before, to make the effort to participate in future

Festivals, as it is one of the great Rugby events in our Calendar

where fun is at the top of the priority list.

Ian Rankin

President Scottish Rugby Union

FORTHCOMING SCOTTISH MATCHES

15 / 08 2015              17.00              Ireland v Scotland

22 / 08 2015              TBC                Italy v Scotland

29 / 08 / 2015            15.15              Scotland v Italy

05 / 09 / 2015            20.00              France v Scotland

www.scottishrugby.org

06 / 02 / 2016            16.50              Scotland v England

13 / 02 / 2016            16.50              Wales v Scotland

27 / 02 / 2016            14.25              Italy v Scotland

13 / 03 / 2016            15.00              Scotland v France

19 / 03 / 2016            17.00              Ireland v Scotland

www.rbs6nations.com
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SCOTTISH GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY
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SCOTTISH GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY

Throughout Scotland, for decades, over 35’s have played Rugby under various names – Old Boys, Old
Crocks, Buffties etc  however, there was no structure to Golden Oldies Rugby in Scotland.  Since 1985 -
Aberdeen Strollers - had been the only Team from Scotland taking part in World and European Golden Oldies
Festivals ( apart from Dunfermline RFC in 2004, who participated in the Benidorm Festival and Forrester
Rubies who took part in the 2010 World Festival, in Sydney )  but in September 2008, 16 Scottish Teams
took to the field at Murrayfield, Edinburgh to enjoy the World Festival and the associated - Fun, Friendship
and Fraternity.  Following the very successful 17th Air New Zealand World Golden Oldies Rugby Festival
where over 3000 persons from 18 Countries participated, a Meeting was held at Murrayfield to discuss the
future of Golden Oldies Rugby in Scotland, organised by the President of the European Golden Oldies Rugby
Committee and Member of the World Festival Local Organising Committee - Dave McDonald.  The Meeting
was Chaired by the then SRU President - Jim Stevenson who played in the Festival in a conglomerate Team
made up of the Swiss Gnomes from Zurich and Chiba Ken from Nagasaki.....which won Jim over to the
Golden Oldies set up. Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby became a properly Constituted Organisation and joined
European Golden Oldies Rugby, which in 2002, was recognised as the Official European Golden Oldies
Rugby Organisation, at the         AGM of FIRA / AER ( now Rugby Europe )     Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby
has also become an Associate Member of the SRU.

It was agreed that Area Representatives should contact all the Golden Oldies Teams in their region and
generate Games and following further discussion, it was agreed that the 1st Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby
Festival, sponsored by – The Famous Grouse - would take place in April, 2009.  The venue was Perthshire
RFC’s ground at the Inches and this Festival was developed very successfully, as part of the Legacy of the
17th World Golden Oldies Rugby Festival. All the Festival Trophies, which are presented at each Festival,
were purchased as the result of a most generous Donation to Dave McDonald from Dr J ‘ Donny ‘ Innes…
.a winning Captain of a successful Calcutta Cup Team in 1948 and a former President of the SRU.   He was
elected as an Hon Vice President of Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby, along with Jim Stevenson at the Annual
General Meeting. Each President of the SRU, becomes the Hon President of Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby
during their Term of Office, and thereafter, they may be elected as an Hon Vice President.

Teams are now playing Golden Oldies Rugby the length and breadth of Scotland and a number of new Clubs
have been formed over the years….and some Clubs have been revamped.  At each Scottish Festival, Teams
have been attracted to participate for the first time …….. Long may it continue !!   

Information on forming a new Golden Oldies Team, along with the required Criteria for Hosting a Festival is
available on the Website - www.pitchero.com/clubs/scottishgoldenoldiesrugby - and if any Club, or group
of Clubs feel they can organise a future Festival, or you wish to find your nearest Golden Oldies Team……
or even set up a new one…….please contact – goldiesrugby@gmail.com  Join Us, on Facebook.

Drinking Games at the World
Festival in Edinburgh

Can I get our Ball back,
please?

Found my Whistle…. yet ? Anybody Thirsty?

Scottish Golden Oldies Festival Venues

YEAR   VENUE                                  YEAR   VENUE

2008     World Festival - Edinburgh    2013     Highland RFC

2009     Perthshire RFC                      2014     Hillfoots RFC

2010     Perthshire RFC                      2015     Kinloss RFC

2011     Perthshire RFC                      2016     Strathmore / Brechin RFC

2012     Madras RFC                          2017     ???
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EUROPEAN GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY FESTIVALS

European Golden
Oldies Rugby

The late, great Jeff Butterfield ( England and British Lions ) was the driving
force in Europe and organised the memorable World Golden Oldies
Rugby Festival in London, in 1985.  The first European Golden Oldies
Rugby (EGOR) Festival was staged in Holland in 1992 and has
progressed every two years since then in many varied Venues throughout
the European Mainland and in 2008, on the beautiful Island of Madeira.
As with the World Festivals, the normal Laws or Rules of the Game apply,
with some minor alterations... Unlimited Substitution, Shortened Game
Times and Age is shown by the colour of Shorts being worn – and over
60’s cannot be tackled !

EGOR was formally set up in 2001 in Split, and Saturday 6th December,
2003 was a very important day in the History of the European Golden
Oldies Rugby Movement, when President - Dave McDonald was invited
to Paris, to the Annual Conference of F.I.R.A. / A.E.R. ( since the F.I.R.A. /
A.E.R. Congress in Split, Croatia in June 2014, now called Rugby Europe
), for the acceptance of mutual Terms of Agreement.  The Agreement was
signed by FIRA President – Jean Claude Baqué and EGOR President –
Dave McDonald and means that the European Golden Oldies Rugby
Organisation was recognised by F.I.R.A. / A.E.R. as the Official
Organisation for Golden Oldies Rugby in Europe and there is a Link on
their Website, to EGOR.    Since then, the Membership has grown from
strength to strength and at present, Golden Oldies Rugby is played all
over Europe, with dozens of Countries involved. The Golden Olden Rugby
Committee, all Volunteers, represent eight Countries…..Switzerland, Italy,
France, Israel, Portugal, Spain, Germany……and Scotland !  

At the recent 13th EGOR Festival, held in beautiful San Sebastian, a record 60 Teams participated, from as
far apart as Russia and Israel…..including two Guest Teams from Australia and Argentina…..both Teams
having already attended previous EGOR Festivals and enjoyed their involvement in the – Fun, Friendship and
Fraternity.  It was announced at the Festival, that the Host City for the 14th European Golden Oldies Rugby
Festival would be Lisbon, Portugal …..and pictured are Members of the EGOR Committee, Representatives
of the Lisbon Delegation along with various Team Representatives at the 2017 Festival Agreement Signing.
It is hoped there shall be a Scottish Golden Oldies presence in Lisbon….so, if interested and wish to be
informed of all the Latest News, please e - mail goldiesrugby@gmail.com

www.rugbyeurope.eu

European Golden Oldies Rugby

It is interesting at various Festivals Worldwide, the number of the Teams
who are unaware of the significance of our Logo……. whether in square, or

linear form – Firstly, we show the symbol for - Europe or European
Next, Au, the Chemical symbol for - Gold Thirdly, the European

symbol for the Elderly Fourth being a Rugby Ball, the symbol for
Rugby ….. Put them altogether and we have –

European Golden Oldies Rugby !!

www.europeangoldenoldiesrugby.com    info@europeangoldenoldiesrugby.com
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�

�Providing a complete service from a local family business
Contact our sales department on tel. 01224 876333

Leiths (Scotland) Ltd, Rigifa, Cove, Aberdeen AB12 3LR
Tel. 01224 876333  Fax. 01224 876332

Email. sales @leiths-group.co.uk  www.leiths-group.co.uk

Built on Quality

•  Quarry Products
•  Concrete Products
•  Construction
•  Surfacing
•  Precast Concrete
•  Plant & Transport
•  Technical Services
•  Contract Crushing

•  Road Marking
•  Road Planing
•  Demolition
•  Asbestos Removal
•  Animal Feeds
•  Agricultural Lime
•  Industrial Fillers

TESTING LABORATORY
No. 1908
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Kinloss Eagles - Welcome to the 7th Scottish
Golden Oldies Rugby Festival.

Kinloss Eagles RUFC officially took over from an already
well established local RAF Rugby Club - Kinloss Hunters
RFC – and formed 3 years ago in 2013, when the Eagles
moved from Waterbeach, Cambridgeshire as part of the
Army re-structure and have engaged fully in the SRU
League.  They have won the Caledonian North Bowl
twice and this year won promotion into the Caledonian
North 2 League.  Operational commitments around the
Globe, means we sometimes struggle to get the full 15 players on the weekend, but
with our 6 local civilian members we just about manage, as with all Teams, we are
always looking to recruit players from the beautiful surrounding areas.  

Having just celebrated the 75th year of the Rugby Club’s formation in 1940, when the
RAF moved into the area at the outbreak of WW2.  We are looking forward to getting
stronger and continuing to play Rugby as part of the SRU for the next 75 years.

The Festival Local Organising Committee hope you enjoy the Festival and then its
Social aspects, in – Fun, Friendship and Fraternity !

Our Participating Teams - All Teams were asked to supply a

Team Bio, and a Photo……this is what was sent to us…..

MEET OUR TEAMS

Moray RFC - The Moray Maulers re-established
themselves in October 2012 after a 10 year absence from
the game. After several enjoyable training sessions the
Maulers played 6 fixtures in 2013 and included
participation in the GO Festival in Inverness playing ICD,
Brechin Bruce and Kirkcaldy Zingari. In the summer of
2014 after 2 warm-up preparation games and some 7s,
disaster struck the club after heavy rain flooded Moray
RFC yet again. The team decided to stay behind and help
rebuild the club to ensure it was open again in time for
the start of the season and because of this, participation in the
2014 Hillfoots GO Festival was declined.  The Maulers team is
made up of mostly Ex Moray, RAF Lossiemouth and RAF Kinloss
players who no longer have the dedication, skills, pace and
drinking power of old..........apart from Pete “ Devilman ” Devlin
that is. Pete can be found most dark evenings either in
Quarrelwood on a mountain bike, down the local pub training or
in the summer, at one of the many rock concerts around Europe strutting his stuff…….Rugby’s loss!

On to this season. With only 6 or so players being bothered to train and no matches under their belt,
most of the team have declined the invitation. They are either away on holiday with their families, have
really lame injuries or just can’t be bothered… which is a shame. We will be playing for Kinloss or
anyone else who needs us on the day ? 

Players to watch: Big Pete Devilman the proverbial Salmon, Ex Trolley Dolly Mick Letch and John “
Hoss ” Martin strikes again – he has jumped ship and gone off and played with another team yet again.
We look forward to playing for and with as many teams who need us this year ……so enjoy the Moray
festivities. Oldest player; Derek Ross at 62.

Strathmore RFC - Sadly, Strathmore were unable to raise a Team for the Festival, but Players have
joined forces with Brechin BRUCE for the Festival….and in preparation for next year’s Festival.

Garioch RFC - The Gariochatrics, are also unable to enter a Team, but we welcome the Individual
Players who have joined us.
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MEET OUR TEAMS

Brechin - Brechin BRUCE - (Brechin Rugby
Union Complete Eejits) were formed in 2010 and
have settled quickly into their Golden Oldies
Games.  If you are looking for a Team of finally
honed Athletes playing at the top of their
Game…. perhaps you should look elsewhere !
On the other hand, if you want a Team of old
fools who don't take life too seriously, enjoy a
wee run around with old friends every now and
then, followed by copious amounts of liquid refreshments then we are yer boys….   We are
very much a Social Team and although we like to compete, there are more important things in
life …and being at Festivals like this, and meeting like minded gents for a few cold ones is by
far, one of the more important.   The BRUCE have the Festival’s Oldest Player – 87 years young
Alistair Urquhart – as a Guest Player again, who shall be joining up with his step son – in -
law…. a youngster who had his first Game of Rugby …at 69 years of Age….!!

Dunkeld RFC - Dunkeld Ospreys played their first Game in
early December of 2014. This was a Home Game against our
friends - Brechin BRUCE. Since then, the Team has gone from
strength to strength and has entered Teams into the GHA Festival
in Glasgow, the Perth Beer / Rugby Festival and the Crieff Festival.

Ages range from mid 30s to mid 60s and experience ranges from
zero to "should know better". Our core Team comes from the
Dunkeld, Blairgowrie and Pitlochry area with a few players ( who
can't get a Game for anyone else ) coming from further afield. 
We train ( after a fashion ) on a Thursday night and try to average one Game a month throughout
the year. New Members are always welcome. 

www.facebook.com/dunkeldrugby

Howe of Fife Knights - Based in Cupar, Fife the Howe
of Fife RFC, the Club’s Golden Oldies Team aka the Howe
Knights, were formed 2 years ago. This was to take part in a
24hr Rugby Match to assist with raising funds for the Howe
Clubhouse Redevelopment Project. 
We never thought it would grow arms and legs like it has, with
the over 35’s side of the game attracting both ex-players and
also new blood to the sport. We set out to train once a week
and aim to play a fixture once a month all year round, this was
the initial goal and so far so good.
This is our second Golden Oldies Festival and we are looking forward to meeting other Oldies
sides from around the country and beyond, forming Bonds of Friendship, Family and Fraternity.

Mackie MAMMOTHS - This will be the sixth
outing for Mackie Mammoths RFC ( Middle Aged Men
Mainly Over The Hill ) at the Scottish Golden Oldies
Festival and the first venture to the RAF Base at Kinloss.
We’re a social rugby team which formed back in 2010 due
to a few too many in the pub at New Year and with the
onset of ‘ training ’ in February  with around 25 out of
shape men who should have known better, the Mammoths
were well and truly established!  We play with our trademark port and stilton at the pitch side
and along with our Mammoth Watering Hole which has become the envy of many a team.
We take the social side of the rugby very seriously, in the true spirit of GO Rugby, and in doing
so have made good friends with like-minded teams across Scotland. We are, however, keen
to play and meet other GO Teams and would welcome them to Stonehaven for a social game
of rugby and some port, of course!



MEET OUR TEAMS
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Ellon – Ythan Bears - The Ythan Bears are now in
their first full year !  There was a short foray into Buffties
Rugby a few years back, which drifted away!  However with
Ellon Rugby growing and growing, the club found the want
for a Golden Oldies team again.  

The club now has a thriving Junior and Youth section from
3 year olds (Rugby Rascals) to S2 we have over 200
members, with a team at every age band from P3 upwards.
U15, U16 and U18 all put out a strong team, with the U18
the pride of the club playing in the U18 National League.  We pride ourselves with
being a driving force for Youth Rugby in Caledonia.  The first team is developing
again, which means a few younger Bears may get a chance this season at a higher
level.  The team is a great mix of ex-players, coaches, dads, clinger-on-ers, glory
hunters!  We find the Golden Oldies Rugby aligns so well with the Positive Coaching Scotland Ethos
that the club has worked hard to be accredited with.  (Minus the heavy drinking of course)!

The Bears hope to play some rugby, drink some beer, make new friends, rekindle old ones, enjoy the
banter, and if we can do this before we pass out, so much the better!

Forrester Rubies - Forrester Rubies
where properly formed in 2008 when we first
took part at the World Golden Oldies Rugby
Festival in Edinburgh, in 2008 and then we
attended the next World Festival, in Sydney
2010 

This will be our 4th attendance at a Scottish
Golden Oldies Festival. 

We took our name from our love of the old Ruby
Port which we consume -  before, during and after Games to keep the old bones supple. 

Hillfoots RFC - The Hillfoots Cast Tups, prop up
the rear end of the adult section of Hillfoots RFC –
quite literally!   A Cast Tup is an old ram no longer able
to service sheep so that is probably the most
appropriate name for our Team that could ever be
found. Old, redundant and useless at procreating are
all characteristics of this nickname…. 

Team training sessions take place more often than not
in the Woolpack Inn on a Friday night, with all of those
plans laid to waste on the pitch on a Saturday afternoon!    The Cast Tups encourage
the younger sections of the Club with tales of former glory on the park and the older we
get, the better we were in these tales. A long standing Club tradition is the ‘ Passing of
the Port ’ down either side of a line out - a skill noticeably superior to their passing of
the ball.

The Players from Tillycoultry shall be glad to relax and enjoy this year’s Festival….as
Hillfoots RFC were last year’s Festival Hosts.

Crieff & Strathearn RFC - Crieff and Strathearns Golden Oldies XV are the social
side of Crieff and Strathearn RFC. Our aim is provide a place for new, younger Players to
find their feet in a senior team and a place for the old gits to fritter away their last remaining
brain cells tottering around the pitch trying to relive past glories.   Crieff Golden Oldies,
are driven by efficiency….we combine our training with our fixtures. Most Players have
long past the desire to play 2nd XV rugby and are very much aligned with the thought of
having between zero and 3 fixtures per year. All are fond of long walks and poetry. Oldest
Player is Bob Kerr at 78 years young.
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THINGS YOU DON’T HEAR

Phrases you will never hear a Rugby Player utter on or off the Field.
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RAF Kinloss Rugby Football Club was founded in 1939 and throughout the war years played on an opportunity basis,

normally against opposition drawn from the many Service Units that were based in the Morayshire area during this

period. The immediate post war years saw a reduction in the opposition available as Units disbanded and the Armed

Forces took the inevitable cuts that post war years always bring. The Club then settled into the normal routine of a

Service Club during the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s, with Games on Wednesday afternoons against local Service Teams or

sides such as the Police and Fire Brigade. Most of the Players during that period played for Teams such as Moray or

Highland at weekends and this meant that the standard of play was good and hence Kinloss’s several successful runs

in the RAF Cup.

It was during the early 1980’s that a new league system was introduced into Scottish Rugby and Kinloss joined the

newly formed Highland League and started playing Rugby on Saturday afternoons. At the same time the Club was

opened to civilian members from the local community and this is when our longest serving civilian member, Mr Roy

Dinnes, joined the Club. Over the next few seasons the Club made steady progress within the league system passing

through the Aberdeen and District League into the then newly formed National Leagues. Once again the Club excelled

and within 2 seasons it was promoted to Division 6. Time stood still for Kinloss at this point and due to the loss of

several key Players, the Club entered a ‘ lean period ’ in terms of Player availability. The Club was still very successful

as an organisation promoting and playing Rugby within Northern Scotland but the Team missed those very capable

and experienced Players who took the Club to Division 6. The league structure has change several times over the last

few years and the Club finished as an RAF entity in Caledonia Div 2 North.  Towards the latter days it became

increasingly more difficult to keep a strong stable squad of Players, due to commitments in the Middle East and

Afghanistan which had a marked effect on Player availability. 

In 2010, as part of yet another Defence Review, it was announced that RAF Kinloss was to close and the Maritime Air

Force disbanded. The Club played, what at the time was thought its last league fixture, at the end of the 2010 season.

At this time there were no further plans to continue a Military presence at Kinloss and it was assumed that this would

be the end of Rugby being played at the Base.

When it was announced that 39 Engineer Regiment would take over the Base, it was assumed that they would take

over the Rugby Club but there was some doubt if they would enter into the SRU league structure. Much to the relief

of the old guard, who were concerned that they might have to carry out domestic activities on a Saturday instead of

watching Rugby, the Regiment took over where the RAF left off. The Club is fully committed to playing Saturday Rugby

within the SRU league structure and once again they have opened their doors to civilian players and social members. 

The Kinloss Eagles have continued the Spirit and Traditions of Rugby at Kinloss and they have been instrumental in

carrying the name of Kinloss Rugby into its 75th year, by being promoted into BT Caledonia North league 2 and winning

the BT Caledonia Regional North Bowl for the second time in 3 years. 

The Club Junior Section, “Kinloss Kestrels”, have played an important part in forging links with the community at large

and now boast a membership of around 50 Players who hail from Nairn to Hopeman and South to Aberlour. The Kestrels

run Teams from 5 years old with regular attendance at Tournaments throughout the North and Grampian Regions. 

Away from the playing field the Club made great strides in improving both the playing and social facilities. The original

Clubhouse was a small prefabricated building left over from WW2.   A move was then made to a wooden building

which was located in an area used for Station Sports Clubs but was inside the security fence and remote from the

Rugby Pitch and changing facilities. In 1992 the Club moved to a recently vacated building next to the Rugby playing

field and converted into a new Clubhouse with the building of a Bar and the addition of a toilet block. This served the

Club well up to 2002, when it was decided to extend and upgrade the building. This work was carried out by the Club

Members and with the edition of a kitchen, the Club now boasts excellent facilities close to both the Playing Field and

the changing rooms. A new Bar - B - Q site was also been completed in front of the Clubhouse, further enhancing the

Club’s facilities. 

Kinloss Eagles RUFC have stamped there unique brand upon the Club which is fully in line with the traditions and aims

of a Club which was founded 75 years ago. Rugby will continue to flourish at Kinloss Barracks for many more years to

come under the auspices of Kinloss Eagles RUFC.

Bill Speight

President Kinloss RUFC  1993 - 2006 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF KINLOSS RUFC 

Remember, the older we get the better we were!
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SCOTISH GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY

7th Scottish  Golden  Oldies  Rugby  Festival –

Programme of Events
TIME EVENT
09.00 Teams arrive and Register

10.15 Team Captain’s Briefing with Referees

10.45 Festival Ambassador Kicks Off the Festival

11.00 Festival Games Commence

16.00 Festival Games Completed

16.15 Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby AGM

17.00 Festival Awards

Timings approximate

All Day, there shall be Stalls, Entertainment, Army Displays, Music, Food, Drinks, Raffles ……

Fun for all the Family!

Festival  Teams  and  Playing  Colours
TEAM                                                COLOURS                          OLDEST PLAYER
Gariochatrics                                                Gold / Blue                                Colin McRobbie - ?

Inverness Craigdunain                                  Red / Blue                               Bryan McIlwraith - 61

Ellon – Ythan Bears                                     Black / Gold                                 Doug Yeats - 60

Mackie MAMMOTHS                                    Gold / Red                                George Buyers - 60

Dunkeld - Ospreys                                      Blue / Green                                 Innes Smith - 62

Kinloss                                                          Red / Blue                                   John Martin - 52

Moray                                                          Blue  / White                                 Derek Ross - 62

Brechin BRUCE                                           Red / Black                              Alastair Urquhart - 86

Strathmore                                              Blue / White / Red                          Grahame Low - 69

Hillfoots                                                       Purple / Blue                                  Eddie Inglis - ?

Crieff                                                             Blue / Gold                                    Bob Kerr - 78

Forrester Rubies                                         Green / Black                           Norman McHardie - 55

Howe of Fife                                                Blue / White                                              

FUN, FRIENDSHIP and FRATERNITY
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The 2016 Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby Festival - A Joint Effort

The 2016 GO Festival will be a real team effort, and a first for the country’s largest gathering of Golden Oldies Rugby
Teams when there will be a combined effort between two Clubs to host the Event. Brechin BRUCE and near
neighbours Strathmore Rugby Club of Forfar will be coming together at Inchmacoble Park , Forfar on 21 May 2016
with both clubs delighted and honoured to have been picked as hosts by SGO Chairman Dave McDonald.

There will be all of the usual fun of these Festivals with Rugby, Beer Tents, BBQ and a weekend of Social Events to
be had. Strathmore Rugby Club itself will have undergone major expansion in time for the Festival, with ample onsite
changing facilities being made available as well as improvements to their Bar and Catering facilities. The two Clubs
have shared many happy times over the last few years at Festivals all over the country with the Strathmore Gryphons
combining at most of them, with the BRUCE Team.  Depending on the numbers of Teams coming together, there
can be up to 3 pitches set up for the Festival in and around the picturesque setting of Forfar Loch, and there will be
a campsite set up for those wishing to attend both the Friday and Saturday night Social Events, there is limited Hotel
accommodation in Forfar but nearby Carnoustie and Dundee will have Hotels able to accommodate anybody’s
needs.

It is hoped that we will have at least one Foreign Club taking part in the 2016 event with the Old Becks of Reggio
Emilia, Italy being invited across. Entries and Applications for the 2016 Festival are now open to all Clubs wanting
to take part in this unique joint Festival.  The Scottish Festivals take a huge amount of planning and time from the
Local Organising Committee’s and by bringing two Clubs together to share the tasks, it is hoped that the 2016 Event
will be up there with the best Festivals ever to be held.

Bob Baldie (Strathmore President)     Mandy Mackie (Brechin JRFC Chair)      Gary Robertson (BRUCE Manager)

Pictured at the recent
Signing of the 2016

Festival Agreement, are
Left to Right …..

Back Row - Ken Stewart,
Grahame Low, David

Baldie, Phil Jones 
Front Row – Katie Barnett,

Dave McDonald, Bob
Baldie, Gary Robertson.

 
 

  

�

�

 
Our 8th Scottish   Golden   Oldies   Rugby   Festival 

shall be Hosted Jointly by 
Strathmore RFC and Brechin RFC 

taking place at 
Inchmacoble Park, Forfar – on Saturday 21st May, 2016 

 
 

For Information, Contact -   robertsongary@btinternet.com 
 

Register now, by E – mailing       goldiesrugby@gmail.com 
�
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MEET OUR REFS

Ray has been involved with Rugby since the early 60’s (1960’s that is!). He played 1st XV
at School and was selected to represent Midlands District Schools but wasn't quite good
enough to convince the SRU selectors to choose him to play for Scotland - huh, what do
selectors know?    Ray played at tight head for over twenty seasons and has an inkling of
what goes on in the front row and would be happy to work with World Rugby for a modest
fee, to help resolve problems with scrums - perhaps a return to hooking and straight feeds
might be a start?  Like many, Ray drifted from Player to Coach, to Referee and in the last
few years he has also turned his hand to Referee Coaching. Whilst critical of the Governing
Bodies, Ray is firmly of the view that Rugby is probably the best Team Game in the World
and he would encourage Players in particular to take up the ‘ whistle ’ – a feel for the
Game, a fair minded approach and a thick skin is all you need so why not give it a try!
No pun intended.

Having participated in all previous Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby Festivals Ray is delighted
to be able to continue his association this year. In his own words Golden Oldies “
embodies the ethos and spirit of Rugby “ – a sport where the Players enjoy the combat
on the pitch and enjoy each other’s company with a beer or six …. after the Game.
Ray extends his Best wishes to everyone involved at Kinloss Eagles RFC today. 

Ray is referee organiser for Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby and EGOR Referee Adviser.

Ray Mellis

Steve hails from Elgin in Moray and is a Member of Highland Rugby Referees Society.
During his playing career Steve played for Elgin Academy, Moray, Moray College and Elgin
City RFCs. Like many Rugby Players, injury, a ruptured ACL, forced him to step away
from the physical rigours of participation at the tender age of 37......... professional Players
take note!   However his passion for the Game led him to take up Refereeing and season
2014-15 was his 20th as whistle blower!    Steve coached Moray College RFC for eight
years and was Secretary for seven years.

This is Steve's first appearance at a Scottish Golden Oldies Festival however  he has
been fully briefed on what to expect from some of the Players who are, to coin a phrase,
' long in the tooth '...............the Players with their own teeth that is……

Stephen

Reynolds 

Love them, or Hate them…we cannot have a Game of Rugby without them…so I wish to Thank all our Referees
who have given of their Time, to officiate at our Festival…..it is appreciated ! Special Thanks, go to Ray Mellis Esq
who has done all the co – ordination behind the scenes. Enjoy the Festival…!! Dave McDonald SGO President

Dave is ex Army who started playing in earnest in 1995. He has represented the British
Army (Germany), Royal Logistic Corps, Durham City and Fawley RFC.  Dave has played
all over the World, including America, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa as well as
attending a variety of European tournaments. Dave started his Refereeing career in 2010
when he joined the Hampshire Referee Society.  He Refereed in the Hampshire One and
Two Leagues, Solent 2XV Senior Leagues and National Colt Leagues. 

On leaving the Army in 2012 he moved to Scotland and joined the Caledonia Midlands
Society.  Dave is now in his fourth season Refereeing in Scotland and has also ran Touch
in a number of National 1 League fixtures.  He is a Member of the Army Referee Society
and took part in the RFU's National Girls U13 / U15 Schools competition at Staines RFC,
with the finalists playing at Twickenham on Army v Navy day.  81,000 people can now
confirm that Dave has a change of pace and can in fact sprint !  This coming Season
(2015-16)  Dave will take on the role of Referee Development Officer for the Caledonia

Midlands Society. Dave still likes to pull the boots on to play, and as long as it is Golden Oldies Rugby he can be
found playing anywhere on the park from pack to backs.  His last run out was with Waid Buccaneers on their tour
to Cambridge in November 2014 where he demonstrated a perfect side step, fooled the defender with an
outrageous dummy pass and then offloaded to a support player running on at pace.....well that's how he
remembered it and there's no video evidence to prove otherwise - a career in storytelling beckons when he finally
gives up Rugby. Dave has also taken up Touch Rugby Refereeing and has been surprised at how honest the
Players are.  As long as he's not too tired after being Olympian on the park, Dave has been known to enjoy a
good Third Half.

Dave

McKerval
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This will be the 6th GO Festival at which Rob has officiated; so hopefully this will not be
his final year, given that Mr. Ray’s hat is going into retirement.  Now in his later years,
having taken up Refereeing at a very early stage, Rob assures us that he has done it all,
just that he cannot quite remember when, or where, or if, or but !  Still relishing the
challenge of Norwegian Rugby, having  been seconded to Bergen to pass on his wealth
of experience in Engineering and hopefully keep the locals happy taking a few Games in
the Norwegian Rugby Championship, Norges Rugbyforbund, he toured with the NRF
during the summer, and has signed up for another season hoping to be appointed to the
Teams he missed last season and with only 6 teams in the National League this should
be achievable in the short season. The standard of the Game in Norway has improved,
with Players now having a better understanding of the Laws and interpretation by the
Referee. Needless to say, not all of his interpretations are understood…. or should that
be translations.   Looks like the same the world over. 

Now back in Blighty, is there no stopping this man, having taken up a new contract in the
North East of England to do whatever he does to pay the mortgage. I was told he could
tell me but I didn’t have the necessary security clearance.

Picture shows Rob, the Norwegian Cup and a bloke from Stavanger (the winning side).

Rob Gillan

George has played Rugby since the good old days when wingers threw the ball in at
lineouts and when scrums rarely went down. He represented Grampian Schools, RAF 1st
XV, RAF 7s, Basingstoke, London Scottish and before injury forced retirement, RAF
Lossiemouth RFC where he was a past Secretary and Treasurer. He took up the whistle
in 2005 with HRRS and was promoted to the SRU Panel of Referees in 2011. He is also
Vice President for the Society and is now in his 3rd year as a Rugby Development Officer
in Moray after 29 years in the RAF. In his spare time, George is a Heavy Metal fan and
keeps fit by swimming, cycling and competitive squash. He played in the GO Festival last
year in Inverness and is gutted not to have a Moray Maulers Team here this year. Originally
from Dumfries, George now lives in the Cathedral City of Elgin. 

George

Whitecross

During a playing career of around 15 years, I played for several RAF and Army Teams;
however, after winning absolutely nothing, apart from the occasional Match, at the tender
age of 35 my playing days were ended by a serious injury.  To stay involved in Rugby, I
moved to the dark side and became a qualified Referee and on reflection it is a move I
should have done a lot earlier in my career; mainly because I actually know what the Laws
are now ( well more than I did ! ). After starting my Referee career in Oxford, I moved to
Elgin in 2008, where I have continued to blow my whistle. Currently a Level 5 Referee, I
have had the pleasure of Refereeing the majority of Teams around the area, from under
15's through to Caledonian 1.

David

Marshall

Having been brought up in Hawick, Rugby soon took over my life ... I was Coached by
Bill McLaren ( Primary School ) and then by Bill Johnston ( teacher / broadcaster ) at High
School…..which certainly gave me a solid start to my Rugby career..     I've been involved
with Rugby (since I was 9 years old …… I'm 50 now ) in various forms ...Playing
...Reffing.(in Scotland, England and Southern Ireland ), Touch Judging (for SRU and
IRB)...Coaching...and now on the Admin side of things at Garioch RFC ...as well ..as
Coaching Ladies Rugby ...    I've run the Line at Melrose Sevens Tournament three times
..you have to be invited by Melrose  RFC, to take part ...

My love of Rugby speaks for itself having played my last 1st XV Game for the Club in
March 2015 ...     I'm looking forward to the Festival and to meeting old and making new
friends ...but I’ll be on my Best behaviour….as the SGO President – Dave McDonald –
was my Judo Coach !

David Wright
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Refereeing courses

Interested in becoming a Referee ?     Passing a Level 1 Refereeing course qualifies you to
Referee School and Club Rugby Matches – as well as joining your local Referee Society.   The
Level 1 course is 6 hours in total and is mainly classroom based with some practical elements.

The course is free but should you wish to Referee for your local Referee Society, you will be
asked to pay the annual subscription. All attendees will receive a Law Book, Law Variation
Cards and course handouts.   After you've completed the course and passed the exam you
are licensed to Referee up to and including Regional League 2, Schools, and Youth Rugby.

You must complete the IRB Rugby Ready online assessment before attending a Level 1
course.

To register for a place on one of the scheduled courses, select the course of your
choice from the list below and contact referee.courses@sru.org.uk before the

registration closing date of your chosen course.

SCOTISH GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY

SCOTTISH DEAF RUGBY

Scottish Deaf International Rugby Team (SDIRT) is the Scottish International
Representative Rugby Team For Deaf, Hard Of Hearing & Hearing Impaired Adult
Male Rugby Players, backed by the SRU. The SDIRT play International Games

alongside the IRB 6 Nations Championship.

Have you a Hearing Loss ?

Would you like to play Rugby for Scotland in the Navy and Blue against

England, France, Ireland & Wales ? If the answer is YES, Contact –

info@scottishdeafrugby.org.uk
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Slaters is a leading name in menswear and formal

hire. The family - run company are proud of their

tradition of making high quality clothes to exacting

standards of craftsmanship.

At Slaters you will find the largest range of Suits on

the High Street and we pride ourselves on being

able to offer something for everyone.

Scottish Fixtures
The Webb Ellis Cup is the Trophy awarded to the winner of the Rugby World Cup, the premier
competition in men's International Rugby Union. The Cup is named after William Webb Ellis,
who is often credited as the inventor of Rugby Football. The Trophy is silver gilt and has been
presented to the winner of the Rugby World Cup since the first competition in 1987. It has
been held twice by New Zealand (1987 & 2011), Australia (1991 & 1999) and South Africa (1995
& 2007), and once by England in 2003.   The 38 centimetre Trophy weighs 4.5 kg.

Wednesday, 23 September 14:30 Scotland v Japan Kingsholm, Gloucester
Sunday, 27 September 14:30 Scotland v United States Elland Road, Leeds
Saturday, 3 October 16:45 South Africa v Scotland St. James' Park, Newcastle
Saturday, 10 October 14:30 Samoa v Scotland St. James' Park, Newcastle

Quarter Finals  Saturday 17th or Sunday 18th October
Semi Finals Saturday 24th or Sunday 25th October

Third Place Play Off  Friday 30th October
Final Saturday 31st October

MENSWEAR AND FORMAL HIRE

7 Stores throughout Scotland

www.slaters.co.uk

The Highland Brewing Company is Happy to Support the

Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby Festival
We hope it's a roaring success.

Swannay Brewery by Evie, Orkney, KW17 2NP

Phone: (0) 1856 721 700

Website: www.highlandbrewingcompany.co.uk

SCOTTISH GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY
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SCOTTISH GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY

Wild West Jerky & Bundu Biltong Dried Meat is the
original food for those on the go …. and true carnivores!!
Easy to carry and packed with nutrition. Biltong and Jerky,
depending on which side of the Atlantic you are from, are

the perfect double act of high protein and low fat too.
Nowadays, the Wild West Jerky and Bundu Biltong brands

lead the way in a modern take on this traditional food.

Available in all major supermarkets…….

and discerning Rugby Clubs !!

RRP: 99p to £4.50

www.wildwestjerky.co.uk

www.bundu-biltong.com

www.facebook.com/wildwestbeefjerky

Wild West Jerky was founded in 2001 by Stornoway Rugby Club

stalwart and Golden Oldie Player….Richard "Taff" Davies, who is

SGOR’s Committee Man in the Western Isles.
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Community First Responders

Who is a Community First Responder?
A Community First Responder is a local volunteer who
agrees to undertake training in Basic Life Support,
This then enables them to provide life saving
treatment to those people within the community who
are critically ill, in the first few minutes prior to the
arrival of an ambulance.

To become a volunteer first responder you must be:
•    at least 18 years old
•    able to demonstrate and maintain a level of

fitness to meet the role
•    an effective communicator with good

interpersonal skills
•    able to demonstrate logical approach
•    work under pressure, yet stay calm
•    have a desire to learn
•    reside or work in the area in which the scheme 

is based
•    able to respond without delay to incidents
•    complete a criminal records check 

(Enhanced Disclosure Scotland check)
•    have some first aid knowledge (not essential)
•    long term commitment to the role.

A Community First Responder is a
member of the public who volunteers to
help their community by responding to
medical emergencies while the
ambulance is on its way.   If you wanted
to become a Community First
Responder you would be trained in a
wide range of emergency skills, and use
specialised equipment such as
automatic external defibrillators and
oxygen therapy.  You would then be
able to provide an early intervention in
situations such as a heart or asthma
attack before the professional
ambulance crew arrives. This improves
patient survival and recovery. 

What is a First Responder?
The Resuscitation Council (UK) states
that a First Responder is “ a person,
trained as a minimum in basic life
support and the use of a defibrillator,
who attends a potentially life-threatening
emergency.”
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES



The Calcutta Cup - The Calcutta Cup is the Rugby Union Trophy
awarded to the winner of the annual Six Nations Championship Match
between England and Scotland, first competed for in 1879.  Pictured
( L to R ) are SGO President – Dave McDonald, with Dr J R ‘Donny’
Innes, who was also a Former Pupil of Aberdeen Grammar School, a
Former SRU President and the Captain of the Scottish Team who won
the Calcutta Cup, in 1948….and  Stan Rothney - a former Chindit and
later a Police Officer in Dave's Home City - Aberdeen, who was a
direct descendent of Captain G A James Rothney, who created the
idea of a Trophy – the Calcutta Cup, at the Calcutta Rugby Club in

1877, for a lasting Trophy for the Annual Game between Scotland and England. There was GBP 60.00
of Silver Rupees left as a surplus in the Bank Account of the Calcutta Rugby Club when it folded in
1876 and instead of adjourning to the Officer's Mess and having one big Party, John, the Rugby Club
Secretary, decided to melt down the Rupees to create the Cup ! 

A generous Donation to Dave from Donny was used to buy our Festival Awards.

Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby is a voluntary
Organisation which, amongst other things, organises
an Annual Golden Oldies Rugby Festival in various
parts of Scotland.  Any Member Club is eligible to
request consideration to Host a Festival and if your
Club has an upcoming Anniversary, it may be
appropriate to include our Festival in your planned
Celebrations.   Each year since our first Scottish
Festival, I have been delighted to Welcome new
Golden Oldies Teams and I hope this continues for
many years.  If there is no Golden Oldies Team within
your Club….why not try to create one…?     Also, you
do not need to have 12 – 20 Teams for a Golden
Oldies Rugby Festival….two or three local Teams
getting together in – Fun, Friendship and Fraternity
– is important……or call a Gathering of interested
Golden Oldies….and make up Teams when you see
who turns up.   A number of our Teams have done
this most successfully for a few years now.  Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby shall be happy to assist
you with any aspect of your Plans.  Information on Hosting a Festival, Forming a Golden Oldies Rugby
Team and other useful items may be found on our Website…..or call me on – 07866 910 865. If you
so wish, feel free to Skype me on – mcgoldie.   

Membership Forms, for Clubs and Individuals, can be found on our Website – Information /
Documents - and we hope all Scottish Clubs would wish to support us.

At the 6th Scottish Festival, Hosted by Hillfoots RFC at Tillicoultry, last year, the Membership agreed
to Donate a Cheque for £ 500.00 to the Murrayfield Centenary Fund which was set up in Scottish
Rugby’s Centenary Season in 1972-73.   The Fund provides assistance to injured Scottish Rugby
Players and is financially and administratively independent. Since its inception, it has assisted a
number of Players with short or longer-term injuries.    We shall continue to support appropriate
Charities, or other suitable Groups, as and when the need arises.

Dave McDonald
President  Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby
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SGO Treasurer – Don Burns – 
handing over the Cheque to 
Malcolm Murray Esq, Chairman of the
Murrayfield Centenary Fund.

SCOTTISH GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY

www.pitchero.com/clubs/scottishgoldenoldiesrugby
Join Us / Like Us on Facebook
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SCOTISH GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY
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AND FINALLY
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Scottish Golden Oldies and the Festival Local Organising Committee from Kinloss Eagles

RFC,  wish to thank the following for their support for the 7th Scottish Golden Oldies Rugby

Festival and we hope you will all support our much appreciated Sponsors and Advertisers…..

Kinloss Eagles RFC – Committee & all Helpers & Volunteers …
…Pitchside & behind the scenes

All Participating Teams

All Festival Sponsors & Supporters

Cllr Allan Wright & Moray Council

SRU President – Ian Rankin Esq

Festival Ambassador – Lt Col Tom Marsden

Captain Stephen ‘ Taff ’ Smith

Pete, Jackie & Zee - ISS  Catering, Retail & Leisure                                                                                                                

Peter McDermott Esq – VSL Events

Leiths ( Scotland ) Ltd

Ray Mellis Esq and our Referees

Festival Photographers – From RAF Lossiemouth

Craig Bones Esq - Venatours

Bill Speight

Speyside Cooperage – Gill Mackie

Jenny at – Seriously Good Venison

Army Benevolent Fund

Kinloss Eagles Rugby Team for supervising the Military Stands

Jim Royan – Royans Butchers of Elgin

SGOR Executive Committee

The Festival Medics & British Red Cross

Julie Campbell and the Physio Team

Moray Sports Council

Mike Atkin - Samurai

All Festival Advertisers

Highland Spring

Wild West Jerky -  Richard Davies Esq

Highland Brewing Company – Rob Hill Esq

Susan Rose – Slater Menswear

Kirstin Gault

The Famous Grouse

Quality Meat Scotland

Carol Brown – The Macallan

Lt Col Grenville Johnston

Stuart Wright & Jill Stewart at Rutherfords

Dianne Morland – Brechin BRUCE

Cawdor Castle

Mark Salter - SRU

Bob Dunbar – Piper

All who kindly Donated Raffle Prizes

Katie Barnett

This Photo was taken back in Season 1993 / 94 when
Promotion was secured to the old Division 7 of the National

Leagues and we started our sponsorship the presentation of
the Cheque  from Belhaven Brewery.  We played the last ever
Kinloss Hunters / Presidents Match on 30 May this year and a

number of the Players above, participated in that Game. . 
A grand day out was had by all. The Club was renovated

around this time, as it used to be the old RAF Kinloss Station
Cinema.   The Army have it now and when we first held the

Hunters Game vs the Army, the new Kinloss Eagles welcomed
us all to feel welcome in their Club and treat it like our own.  ' It

is ours….' came the reply!   They have done a sterling job in
keeping it going and it holds many happy memories for many
of us old Kinloss Boys.    Many of us grew up there, and died

there on several occasions!

Ed – Thanks to Daz Tindall and Andy Alexander for these pieces of Kinloss Rugby History

It’s been a privilege to Organise and Host this Festival….and I wish to Thank the Local Organising
Committee for all their efforts….and all who have supported this prestigious Event.

Coming from the Valleys above Cardiff and being spoon fed Rugby from a very early age, it is good
to see the hunger for the Game never goes away.  The ability to drag ourselves onto the Rugby
Field, no matter what age or ability, is very impressive.  I have played Rugby throughout my early
years and my time in the Army, even though I may not be able to run as fast as I have in the past, 
I can still teach the youngsters a lesson in slight of hand ….and utilise the old show and go.  It’s
correct in what they say about fashion, the old things in your closet come back into fashion, it’s the
same with Rugby…… the youngsters haven’t seen some of the moves we’ve made, or been part
of, in the past.  So look out youngsters I’ve still got a few tricks up my sleeve……

Capt Stephen

‘Taff’ Smith

39 Engr Regt

Festival Organiser



School Sporting Experiences

School cricket tours 
easily arranged in 

every detail, ensuring 
that youngsters get 

the very best possible 
continuation of their 

sporting development 
in some picturesque 

surroundings.

Tailor-made school 
pre-season tours to 
France and Ireland 
with access to the 

very best facilities and 
coaching experiences. 
Make sure your school 
is ahead of the game 

next season.

Other sporting packages 
for relating to football, 

hockey, netball and 
more are available 

through our website. 
Each package is different 
which makes Venatour 

the name to trust in 
sports experiences.




