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        27 July 2020 
 
 

Dear Resident/ Club Member, 
 
Didsbury Sports Ground Limited – Lockdown and Recovery Plan Up date 
 
On behalf of the ‘Didsbury Playing Fields Association’ (DPFA) and Didsbury Sports Ground Ltd’ 
(DSG) Board, we hope that you and your families are all well.  By way of an update we thought 
it would be useful to outline our experience of lockdown and the impact COVID-19 is having 
and will continue to have for the rest of 2020 and into 2021 on our facility. 
 
Back ground 
We would like you to recognise at the outset that DSG at Simon Fields is a community facility 
centered around sport, run by DPFA, a registered charity which was formed in 2012 as the 
facilities were being refurbished and extended. DPFA was formed by two clubs Burnage HSOB 
FC (now Didsbury FC)) and Didsbury TOCH RFC. Both clubs have played sport on Simon Field’s 
since the early 1950’s. 
  
DPFA/ DSG pays a commercial rent, for the use of Simon’s Fields, to ‘The Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Greater Manchester’ (our Landlord), with whom we have a growing relationship. It was the 
fund-raising efforts of both the football and rugby club (together with grants from the various 
sporting bodies) that created the catalyst for the construction of new changing rooms and 
converting the old clubhouse into a venue that can be hired out to the local community. The 
DPFA pays for the day to day maintenance and up keep of the fields which is 100% funded by 
the members of the football and rugby clubs. 
  
DPFA is managed and run by a small number of dedicated volunteers from the football and 
rugby clubs, who’s main aim is to provide a community sports facility, for the members of the 
two clubs and the people of Didsbury and beyond to enjoy. DPFA via one of the then trustees 
Maurice Perkins helped form the current Residents Association to include the local community 
with the use of the facilities.   
 
 
 



Experience through lockdown 
As I am sure you can understand the past 4 months have been very difficult as we have had to 
close the venue, cancel the 2020 events calendar and all sporting activities associated with the 
two main clubs had to stop. 
 
It has been very difficult to maintain the high standards which we set ourselves in delivering a 
first-class sporting facility, club house, changing rooms and social venue.  Many of you will have 
noticed that the sports fields have attracted a lot of people during lockdown and although this 
is nice to see and is encouraged it has also brought with it several challenges, mainly due to 
antisocial behaviour. 
  
We have been overwhelmed by the support from volunteers from the sports clubs and local 
residents, who are stepping up on a regular basis to help clean up the fields. We have collected; 
broken glass bottles, BBQ’s (left burning and have permanently damaged one of the Astroturf 
wickets), dog mess, drug user’s waste, cans, wrappers, plastic bags full of waste tidied up and 
left and other litter. As you will appreciate, this sort of rubbish, especially broken glass, risks the 
health of all users but especially those coming down to train and play sport.  It also puts a 
financial burden on the facility in having to remove it, at a time where we have no income and 
still have significant monthly out goings, these added costs are not helpful. (Please refer to the 
pictures taken periodically throughout lockdown to give you a flavour). 
 
Where we need your help and support 
What we would like you to consider and help us to inform others, is that first and foremost the 
fields are sports pitches and the health and safety of those using them must be our main 
priority. It is most definitely not a highly maintained dog walking area or parkland for people to 
do as they please. 
 
Only with the support of the local community and the council are we going to change antisocial 
behaviour.  Most dog walkers bag their dog waste and keep their dogs on a lead. Dog walkers 
must be encouraged to dispose of waste in the allocated bins or take it home with them, not 
dropping it next to or on top of an over spilling bin.  As a sports facility, we cannot support dogs 
running free across the sports pitches using the grounds as a toilet, as unfortunately picking up 
dog mess is a daily exercise for those putting on sporting activities and is a consistent compliant 
from those participating. 
 
We are asking for your support.  We would ask that you kindly avoid the playing and training 
pitches, that includes rugby, football and cricket areas, and use the fields across Stenner Lane 
on Fletcher Moss, which are also maintained by DPFA (these are the fields next to the River 
Mersey) unless you and your families are playing sport which we support and encourage.  We 
also ask that when there are organised sporting activities going on or about to start that you 
accept that you need to move, as people are paying to use the sport fields and although small, 
the income this generates, now more than ever, is critical. 
 
What will you see as lock down eases? 
With guidelines for team sports gradually starting to be lifted, we are trying where possible to 
allow groups to use the facility again.  Most recently cricket has returned, with the ‘Last Man 
Standing’ competition taking place on most evenings, football academy training during the day 



time, PT style boot camps, and general rugby and football training, resuming in line with 
governing body guidelines. 
 
We are trying to keep on top of the litter issues, an area where more local authority/ council 
funding would be appreciated.  We will also be erecting signage to help highlight the key 
messages above to those using or passing through the facility. 
 
If you have any questions please contact the DPFA/ DSG Board via, Arthur Crabtree 
(arthurctoch@gmail.com). We ask that you are patient with us at this time of uncertainty and 
social distancing.  We are working on a plan to re-open the facility and when we have more 
certainty over this and when competitive sport will resume, we will send out follow up 
correspondence.  Our vision remains to provide a community sports hub, available for 
everyone to enjoy.  

 
Yours Sincerely 
 
The Directors 
 
For and on behalf of 
Didsbury Sports Ground Limited 
 
 
Pictures Taken During Lockdown 
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