
 Dear Players/ Members/ Supporters,

I hope you are all well and have been enjoying the freedom and weather post lockdown.  It has

been quite a bumpy ride over the last couple of months on all fronts and in particular the certainty

we are all craving around when we will be able to get back to training and ultimately when

competitive rugby will commence again.  It is now looing unlikely that this will happen in 2019 and

our focus is on the format and competition structure proposed for a January 2021 start which will

be detailed further to all when finally agreed.  We also hope to gain more clarity about the junior

and Ladies games in the coming weeks.

 

As you will probably have expected lockdown has also impacted the other key clubs associated

with Didsbury Sports Ground, namely Didsbury FC and Didsbury Runners.  It is fair to stay that

during adversity we have managed to improve communication between the clubs, found common

ground through the mutual challenges of getting back playing and running and we look forward to

working closely with the clubs and DSG to ensure that we can reopen the facility at the right time

and safely in the not to distant future.

I would like to urge you all where to keep in touch, where possible and opportunities present

consider giving up some of you time to volunteer and assuming you can, continue to pay

membership fees to allow us to come back financially stronger.  We are planning a crowd funding

initiative to raise money to improve the facilities at the club as we look to restore some of the

heritage back to the club house and refurbish the bar and changing facilities.  All help both

physically and financially is very welcome.

 

Whatever the remainder of the year brings we are hopeful that some normality will resume towards

the end of the year and into the new year allowing us all to meet up and enjoy each other’s

company once again and hopefully see some competitive rugby played. 

 

Look forward to seeing you all soon

Cheers

Oliver Thomas – El Presidente
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After writing this two weeks ago, we have had some good news in

the past few days. RFU has confirmed our to move to Stage D.

Which means we can start training in contact and some inter-club

competitions.

If we continue on the same trajectory, we are hoping to be back

playing in late October/early November. 

In the mean time training has started across the club;

The mini’s and juniors, starting with staggered sessions from the 6th

September. 

The Ladies have started welcoming new players to their Monday

sessions (1830 meet). 

The Men are now into their 3rd month of daily fitness sessions, they

have done more broncos and press-ups than you could count. So

they were grateful for the news that we could start training in

larger groups. We are going to continue the daily fitness sessions,

but the main session is on Tuesdays at 1830.

Now that we can play some inter-club games, we are currently

organising a competition between local teams, hoping to start over

the next few weeks.

R E T U R N I N G  T O  R U G B Y
B Y  A R T H U R  C R A B T R E E



Some of you may have heard the through the Didsbury grapevine,

there have been a few changes in the management of DSG.

Firstly, Oli and I joined  the DSG Board the week before lockdown

and over the last few months we have had to cut costs, to limit our

outgoings whilst DSG has no income. With rugby unlikely to start

until the new year and with the current restrictions, we can't see the

venue holding events until the 2021.

On a more positive note, the Footballers have linked with

Interfootball Academy and Clive Szmit has taken over as Director

of Didsbury Football. They will be using the academy to build the

football club back up. He already has 10 teams signed up from M&Js

through to the Vets. Oli and I have spoken to Clive and he is keen to

invest in the club and to create stronger links with the Rugby Club,

especially the juniors.

Unfortunately, during lockdown there has been an increase in

antisocial behaviour down at the club (damage to property, BBQs,

broken glass and dog poo on the pitches), to try and combat this we

have started asking people to use the Fletcher Moss pitches. 

 If you

would like to use the pitches for a kick around or some fitness, please

drop me a text and we will get an area set up for you. We are doing

this so we can contact users if anyone does test positive for covid

and to make sure people are respecting the facilities.

N E W  D S G  B O A R D
B Y  A R T H U R  C R A B T R E E

1 0 0  C L U B  D R A W
Apologies to everyone who has been paying into the 100

club.There have been a few admin and banking

complications, so there hasn't been a draw in a while

To try and get back on track we have decided to do a big

draw and then start a fresh. If you have any questions

regarding this please contact Arthur.

100 Club Catch up Winners;

1st Place Bill Birch (£400)

2nd Hannah Watson (£200)

3rd Aidan Murphy (£100

. 

Moving forward we will be doing monthly draws starting on

the last weds in September.



B Y  A R T H U R  C R A B T R E E

-The Minis and Juniors are looking to start training from Sunday 6th September. With

registration day being on the 20th September.

-To try and make the most of this quiet period, we have started a crowdfunding

campaign which will be matched by sports England (up to £10,000) i.e if you donate £20

the club receives £40. This money will be used to buy new flood lights, equipment and to

spruce the club up. 

- There will be another Food bank collection at the club on the 12th and 13th September

from 1000-1400. This will be split between Mustard Tree and Didsbury Food bank. 

- There is now a Didsbury Toc H Walking group, they go for walks twice a week around

the local countryside. It's organised by Bob Brooks and Jamie Evans.

- Back in May Didsbury Toc H was awarded the High Sheriff Special Recognition Award,

for outstanding activity and contribution to the community.

O T H E R  N E W S
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