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A message from the President

Club Captain Peita McAlister

1st XV Captain
Everyone at the club is massively excited to kick off
the season with this festival of rugby.
The past year has been extremely rough for everyone
involved with our club, both on and off the pitch.
The sudden passing of Chippy Baird was a huge loss
and as a club we will look to honour him in everything
we do, not only this season but for many years to
come. What better way to kick off the
season than playing our long-held rivals,
Belfast Harlequins, at Gibson Park.

Dave Cave, 1st XV Captain

I think the entire club are so excited to have rugby
back and spectators back in the clubhouse. It’s

been a long road without any games at Gibson
Park, but we are looking forward to getting
back onto the pitch and kicking off the
2021/22 season with a bang. The festival
of rugby is an entirely inclusive and
exciting day for all involved.

Peita McAlister, Club Captain.

On behalf of all the members of Malone Rugby Football Club, I
would like to welcome everyone to Gibson Park for today’s Festival
of Rugby.
It’s been a long 18 months, with a pandemic we could never have
imagined could happen, but at last, with restrictions starting to
ease we can gather today. Let’s have a great day, and enjoy each
other’s  company, and the rugby.
I would like to thank Belfast Harlequins for joining us today to allow
this Festival to take place. Harlequins are a fantastic rugby club
and Malone is delighted to welcome them today - the last time we
played was September 2018 - how time flies!
Myself and the Malone executive committee would also like to
thank our sponsors, both large and small, for their continued
support. Keith Murray, President



Tribute
Widely known and respected
throughout the club scene in Ireland,
Patrick ‘Chippy’ Baird was a former
player at Malone before becoming the
club's long-standing chairman. He
also served as president for Malone's
125th anniversary.
Chippy had been a central figure in Malone’s
progressive off-field growth, through his
vision and enthusiasm for what was an
ongoing project.
He did so much for Malone. He was at the
centre of everything and was known as 'Mr
Malone'.
A selfless worker, he was the driving force of
a small team who worked tirelessly for the
club even while running his own business
and in doing so brought a great business
acumen to the club and made it stand on its
own feet.
Chippy was a thoughtful, selfless guy who
just wanted to make the club a better place
for all walks of life and keep Malone open to
anyone who wanted to come and play or
watch rugby.
He was the backbone of the club and had

been at Malone for at least 35 years, in
recent years he just loved watching his two
boys play mini rugby."
Most recently, Chippy had been one of the
main drivers behind the regeneration of the
club through the newly refurbished bar and
hall, as well as opening them up to be used
for other activities.
He pushed things on, he raised funds and he
just wanted Malone to be the place where
everybody was welcome and a place which
would be the envy of the Ulster rugby club
scene and this was recognised by the Ulster
Branch when he was awarded the SONI
Rugby Heroes award in 2018
A huge supporter of women's rugby, he
famously supplied camp beds for the
England Legends side and hosted them in
Malone's President's Bar after they had lost
their accommodation at the time of the
Women's World Cup.
He also helped set up Malone's mixed ability
team the Tornadoes. He will be sadly missed.
Today is the inaugural game for the Patrick
Baird Memorial Cup, which from now on, will
be played for each year between Malone and
Belfast Harlequins in memory of Chippy.

Up Above.

Memorial match in memory of “Mr Malone”

Patrick ‘Chippy’ Baird
Malone RFC versus Belfast Harlequins RFC



Festival of Rugby
Timetable

11.30am : Over 35s rugby
2.30pm : Ist XV rugby

(Mini Rugby at half time)
4.00pm : Womens Rugby

Our supporters
Bouncemania
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