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Founded 1879 - Reformed 1925 

Hare Lane, Littleton CH3 7DB 

Tel: 01244 336017 

Fax: 01244 336017 

Affiliations 

Rugby Union League, English Clubs, Championship 

League 

Chester RUFC Key Contacts 

As always we offer a warm welcome to our match officials today. 

It’s possible you won’t agree with every decision they make  

during the course of the game, but please remember this is 

Rugby Union, not Association Football – if you’re the type who  

enjoys berating or even abusing officials, I would respectfully 

 suggest this is not the place for you. 

 

Please respect the match officials. 

Dave Maloney 
Chairman 

The views expressed in the programme by contributors are not 

necessarily those of Chester Rugby Football Club 

 

President Mike Dangerfield  

Chairman Dave Maloney  

Vice Chairman Peter Craven  

Secretary Steve Bate  

Head of Finance Darren Burbedge  

Head of Rugby Dave Craven  

Head of Projects Martin Huber  

Chair of Minis and Juniors Dan Huxley  

Junior Manager Ian Wilson  

Squash Chairman Ian Walton  

Exec Member Ross White  

Exec Member Andy Moore  

Exec Member Sabrina McGill  

Club Captain Colin Campbell  

Head Coach Jan Van Deventer  

2nd XV Captain Tom Mullen  

3rd XV Captain John Marsden  

Devas’ Captain Sammy Evans  

Safeguarding Officer Brett Williamson 

Programme Editor Guy Hodgson  

Web Manager Tim Carty  

Physiotherapy Vicky Ashworth 
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President’s Welcome... 

I 
t is a pleasure to welcome Michael Procter, 

Otley RUFC’s President, as well as other 

officials of the club, the players and 

spectators to Hare Lane today. Last Saturday 

both our sides suffered defeats and with only 

three points separating us in mid table I’m sure 

today’s game will be a very competitive one, with 

both sides looking to secure maximum points.  

Earlier in the season Otley secured a narrow win 

at Cross Green by just a single point. With the 

VPs adding their vocal support, let’s hope for a 

home win today. Congratulations to Chester 

skipper Colin Campbell who played his 100th 

game at Hull. Since joining us from Birkenhead 

Park Colin has been an ever present fixture in 

our front row and the team are lucky to have his 

quiet authority and leadership.   

Not a good weekend for the senior sides last weekend with, as well as the 1st 

team’s loss, the 2nds went down 8-24 away at Grasshoppers on Friday evening and 

the 3rds were on the wrong side of a 8-38 score-line at Kirkby Lonsdale.  

The major rugby story this week is, of course, the relegation of Saracens from the 

Premiership. Whatever anyone thinks about the salary cap and whether or not they 

have ‘cheated’ for the last few seasons, there seems little or no reason why the 

complete findings of Lord Dyson’s report cannot be publicly released. At the moment 

nobody really knows the extent of their misdemeanours and why the penalty has 

been so swingeing.  

In the meantime dear old Eddie has announced his squad for the Six Nations and, 

as expected, it’s ‘same old, same old’.  This is only an old second row talking so 

forgive me if you disagree, but are Ben Youngs and Willi Heinz really the best two 

scrum-halves in the country? And with big Billy out with yet another broken arm, I 

can’t see that he’s picked another No.8….Sam Simmons? Ben Morgan? Having said 

all that, England will probably go to Paris next Sunday and win by 30 points. We’ll 

see.  

Enjoy the afternoon everybody. 

Mike Dangerfield 

President     
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Chester 1st XV 

Fixtures and Results 2019/20 
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Chester 1st XV 
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We welcome today’s 

opponents… Otley 

At a glance… 

 

President Michael Procter 

Secretary Bev Rice 

Director of Rugby Charlie Maunder 

 

Otley can claim many achievements, but Rugby Union’s history books will always 
note that their Cross Green ground played host to the North’s 21-9 victory over the 
All Blacks in 1979. Even Bill Beaumont, a captain of England and the Lions, 
described it as the greatest 80 minutes he had on a rugby field. 

Formed in 1865, Otley have had some fine 80 minutes themselves, including nine 
Yorkshire Challenge Cup triumphs, most recently in 1993. The Yorkshire club also 
won the National League 2 in 2008. 

Their most renowned former player is Nigel Melville, who captained England on his 
debut, won 13 caps and was a replacement on the 1983 British Lions' tour of New 
Zealand. In 2016 Melville was appointed Director of Professional Rugby for 
England's Rugby Football Union . 

   

Trivia fact 

Otley broke away from rugby union in 1900 to become a rugby league club. They 
disbanded in 1906 and reformed as a rugby union club a year later. 

Courtesy of https://twitter.com/Hinckley_Rugby     

Courtesy of https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/otley/   

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/otley/
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National League 2 North 

Chester RUFC latest news: 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/chesterrufc/  

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/chesterrufc/
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League Update 

 

National 2 North 
Caldy’s march towards National One 
continued in Round 19 as the league leaders 
swept aside Luctonians in Herefordshire. 

Nick Royle, Adam Aigbokhae, Lewis Barker 
and Gavin Roberts crossed in a 31-3 win and 
Gareth Davies’ side remain 13 points clear of 
second placed Fylde, with a game in hand. 

The aforementioned Fylde were able to 
react immediately from their recent loss to 
Huddersfield as Warren Spragg’s charges 
thrashed Tynedale 50-10 at Woodlands. Tom 
Carleton ran in four of Fylde’s eight tries with 
Ben Gregory, Connor Wilkinson, Chris Briers 
and Tom Grimes also dotting down. 

Tyne had beaten promotion candidates 
Sedgley Park in Round 18 and the Tigers 
looked as though they were heading to back 
to back defeats last Saturday, but Scott 
Barrow’s men produced a roaring comeback 
to claim a thrilling 30-28 victory against 
Stourbridge. 

The Midlands club had led 21-3 at the break, but the sublime kicking of Steve 
Collins, plus tries from Elliot Crowe, Will Lees and Adam Cheshire, helped Sedge 
completely turn things around at Park Lane. 

Sedge are now four points off Fylde as things stand, but with crucial fixtures just 
around the corner for the top three, February will go a long way to deciding the 
promotion race this term. 

As for the relegation battle, Huddersfield were able to jump out of the bottom 
three following a 28-17 win over Scunthorpe. 

Gareth Lewis’ side were able to build on their excellent win over Fylde and the 
Yorkshire outfit’s excellent recent displays have seen them move above the 
trapdoor ahead of a crucial fixture with Preston Grasshoppers this weekend. 

In terms of Preston, they had to settle for a 36-36 draw with Wharfedale and the 
two points for Paul Arnold’s men means they are now 11 points adrift of safety. 

Elsewhere, Loughborough Students beat Sheffield Tigers 36-24 and Hinckley 
battled to maintain their purple patch of form with a 19-14 win away at Otley. 

Tom Carleton: 

Four tries for Fylde 
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 https://www.bacommercial.com/  

BA Commercial is an independent commercial property consultancy operating 

in Cheshire and North Wales. Providing advice for over 50 years, we are the 

region's longest established firm of Chartered Surveyors.  

https://www.bacommercial.com/
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 Jake Shill  
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 Jake Shill  

Charlie Craven 

 Jake Shill  
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The Cottrell family 
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Did You Know? 

League Minutiae 
Today’s Opponents 

Otley have won four matches away and four at home, but their try bonus points have 
come on their travels, at Tynedale and Scunthorpe. 

Overall they have scored 49 tries, converted 31 of these and have 20 successful 
penalties to their account. 

They have featured in a 0-0 draw against Preston Grasshoppers and a 34-34 draw 
against Tynedale which in itself must be close to being a record points differential for 
drawn matches. 

Elliott Morgan and Henry Roberts are ever present as starting players with George 
Burkinshaw being named in every match day squad – he was named as a 
replacement in six fixtures. Jack Scott-Paul has also been named in every match day 
squad with two appearances from the bench. 

Alex Beaumont is their leading try scorer with seven tries and Ben Smith is their 
deadliest kicker and leading points scorer with 27 conversions and 16 penalties for 
his 102 points. 

 

League Statistics 

After the award of two penalty tries against Chester, Hull now lead the table with four 
penalty tries awarded for them. There have been a total of 15 awarded all season 
across the league. 

There have now been 977 tries scored in this league to date. 

The two outstanding matches have both been re arranged for February 
22nd (Chester v Scunthorpe and Sedgley Park v Caldy). 

Sedgley Park again found the knack of the drop goal with Steve Collins  snatching a 
game-winning score in their 30-28 victory against Stourbridge. This was Sedgley’s 
second successful drop goal – they are still the only team to record this form of score 
this season. 
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Chester v Luctonians 

Top of the tree: Harry Wilkinson has an uplifting experience during Chester’s last home game.  

I think there’s room for one more: The teams go for the most-men-in-a-space record last time at Hare Lane. 

Photograph courtesy of Jonathan Cain   
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Chester v Luctonians 

A 4 to be reckoned with: Harry Wilkinson goes over during Chester’s exciting, but ultimately foiled, comeback. 

Photographs courtesy of Simon Warburton 

Turbo prop: Rhodri Rhys creates a diversion as Chester launch an attack during their 29-25 defeat.  
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Ladies - join us for an afternoon 

 all about you 
Saturday 21 March 

 We start with a drinks on arrival at 12:30pm, followed 
 by a three-course lunch from 1pm with wine.   

 

MENU 
 

Starter: Sharing boards of breads, cured meats,  
cheese olives and hummus 

 
Main course: Chicken, dauphinoise potato, pod vegetables,  

red wine reduction 
 

Pastry parcel of sweet potato and Mediterranean vegetables, red lentils, 
sweet pepper sauce, watercress, herb oil (V/VE) 

 
Dessert: Mini Easter egg cheesecake, chocolate sauce 

 Your ticket price includes entry to the First XV game against Huddersfield. 

 We look forward to welcoming you a delightful afternoon at Hare Lane. 

 Tickets are £27.50 per person and can be bought online: 

https://webcollect.org.uk/crufc/event/ladies-lunch-march-2020 

https://pitchero.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41614933e322625ceb6a121b1&id=281a550c70&e=0a77922307
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The Weekend’s Other Games 

14.15 

Chester RUFC latest news: 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/chesterrufc/  
 

OSWESTRY     U14S 

Friendly 

10.30 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/chesterrufc/
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Today’s teams 

 

 

    15   xxxxxxxxx 

Andrew Oakden 

 

CHESTER 
 

Mark Dixon 

Sean Green 

Tom Foden 

Shay Owen 

Max Himbury 

Dan Pemberton 

Tom Holloway 

Colin Campbell (capt) 

Scott Robson 

Rhodri Rhys 

Harry Wilkinson 

Jimmy Lloyd 

Kyle Joseph 

George Baxter 

Guy Ford 

Wade Williams 

Alex Parkes Reed 

Jonny Charmley 

Harrison Vare 

Charlie Craven 
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OTLEY 
 

Ben Magee 

Henry Roberts 

Elliott Morgan 

Gavin Stead 

Alex Beaumont 

Ben Smith 

Max Johnson 

George Burkinshaw  

Ben Steele 

Jason Moss 

Declan Dunn 

Brett Mitchell 

Adam Malthouse 

Callum Sanderson 

Jack Scott-Paul 

Seifedin Elsayed 

Simon Willet 

Marco Dallavalle 

Christopher Morton 

Josh Hall 

 NEXT GAME 

Sedgley Park 

1 February 

AWAY 

Ref James O’Brien 

AR1 Tim Brown 

AR2 Mike Mulroy 

 

 

 
Today’s match sponsors  


