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Founded 1879 - Reformed 1925 

Hare Lane, Littleton CH3 7DB 

Tel: 01244 336017 

Fax: 01244 336017 

Affiliations 

Rugby Union League, English Clubs, Championship 

League 

Chester RUFC Key Contacts 

As always we offer a warm welcome to our match officials today. 

It’s possible you won’t agree with every decision they make  

during the course of the game, but please remember this is 

Rugby Union, not Association Football – if you’re the type who  

enjoys berating or even abusing officials, I would respectfully 

 suggest this is not the place for you. 

 

Please respect the match officials. 

Dave Maloney 
Chairman 

The views expressed in the programme by contributors are not 

necessarily those of Chester Rugby Football Club 

 

President Mike Dangerfield  

Chairman Dave Maloney  

Vice Chairman Peter Craven  

Secretary Steve Bate  

Head of Finance Darren Burbedge  

Head of Rugby Dave Craven  

Head of Projects Martin Huber  

Chair of Minis and Juniors Dan Huxley  

Junior Manager Ian Wilson  

Squash Chairman Ian Walton  

Exec Member Ross White  

Exec Member Andy Moore  

Exec Member Sabrina McGill  

Club Captain Colin Campbell  

Head Coach Jan Van Deventer  

2nd XV Captain Tom Mullen  

3rd XV Captain John Marsden  

Devas’ Captain Sammy Evans  

Safeguarding Officer Brett Williamson 

Programme Editor Guy Hodgson  

Photography Paul Best  

Web Manager Tim Carty  
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President’s Welcome... 

Today we’re pleased to welcome the players, 

officials and travelling supporters from 

Wharfedale RUFC. Last season the meeting 

between our two sides at Hare Lane was a 

tight affair, with Chester sneaking it by just 

three points. I’m sure this afternoon’s game 

will be no different and we look forward to a 

competitive encounter. 

Our visitors won at home against Hinckley last time 

out whilst the Chester boys travelled to Grasshop-

pers and came away with five much needed points. 

Debutant Will du Rant made an immediate mark, 

contributing two tries. 

Elsewhere our other senior teams all won - the 2nds 

away at Rossendale, the 3rds at home to Liverpool 

Vets 2nds and the Devas away at Workington. A special mention here for our ladies who, 

under  the guidance of new coach Tony Probert, have had a great start to the season, 

winning all five of their matches to date. 

With the disappointment of the RWC Final result slowly beginning to fade, it’s back to do-

mestic matters with the Premiership and the European Cup. Of course the furore surround-

ing Saracens has made all the headlines, but there were a couple of perhaps unexpected 

results last weekend with Bath overcoming the previously unbeaten Northampton and Bris-

tol coming back to win at Exeter after being 17-0 down at the 

break. 

 

You will probably all be aware by now that our friend Rupert 

Davies passed away just over a week ago. I first got to know 

him back in the days of the club carnival when he and I were 

part of the team preparing for the event in the weeks before. 

Over the years he and I have had our ups and downs but 

always managed to make up over a beer or three. He was 

funny, controversial and sometimes a grump but he was, 

without doubt, a Chester Rugby Club man through and 

through. We’ll all miss you Rupe. His funeral will be held at 

the Crematorium at 2.00pm on Wednesday 27 November. 

 



4 

Chester 1st XV 
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Chester 1st XV 
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We welcome today’s 

opponents… Wharfedale 

Courtesy of wharfedalerufc.co.uk  

At a glance… 

 

President John Spencer 

Secretary Philip Eddleston 

Head Coach Jon Feeley 

 

The North Yorkshire town of Threshfield had a population of 968 according to the 
2011 census, so it is remarkable that it boasts a club of the stature of Wharfedale. 

Founded in 1923 when a local doctor and vicar decided to form a team, they were in 
the third tier of the league structure for 20 years until 2016. While they were there 
Andrew Baggett, now the coach at Middlesbrough, became the National League’s 
highest points scorer with 1707 as fly-half for Wharfedale and Blaydon. 

He is eclipsed in rugby stature, however, by the club’s president John Spencer, who 
played for England, was the tour manager for the British Lions in New Zealand in 
2017 and is now president of the RFU.  

The club plays at Wharfeside Avenue in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales and is one 
of the most picturesque in the UK. John Inverdale, in the Daily Telegraph, wrote: “To 
be among a large crowd at a National League match at Wharfedale Rugby Club . . . . 
was to have found sporting nirvana. If there’s a more wonderful sporting venue in the 
country for serious competitive sport, I’ve yet to visit it.” 

 

Trivia fact 
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League Update 

 

Wharfedale 24-19 Hinckley 

Wharfedale showed their ruthless touch and took their chances as they beat Hinckley in an 
entertaining contest at the Avenue. 

The Greens were going in search of their first home win for just over 
a month and the Yorkshire outfit displayed a clinical edge which 
allowed them to battle past Hinckley. 

The hosts scored first-half tries through Rian Hamilton (2) and Harry 
Bullough to carry a 19-7 advantage into the second period. 

Hinckley’s Joe Wilson added to Oliver Povoas’ earlier score to re-
duce the deficit, but the in-form Matt Speres crossed to keep Dale 
ahead. 

And it was a lead the home side wouldn’t relinquish in the final 11 
minutes whilst Hinckley left Yorkshire with a losing bonus-point fol-
lowing Sam Greening’s try. 

 

Fylde 33-7 Loughborough Students 

Fylde outclassed Loughborough Students at Woodlands to maintain their one-point lead at the 
summit of National Two North. 

Loughborough, who had dented Sedgley Park’s possible promotion hopes at the beginning of 
the month, couldn’t replicate their performance in Lancashire as the league leaders ran in five 
tries. 

Tom Grimes, Connor Wilkinson and David Fairbrother crossed in the first half, with further 
scores from Adam Lewis and Tom Roebuck. 

The Students’ only breakthrough during the afternoon came 11 minutes from time as Will Brown 
darted over, but Fylde proved too strong for Loughborough. 

 

Scunthorpe 7-68 Caldy 

Caldy kept the pressure on Fylde as they cruised to victory against Scunthorpe on a day when 
both teams remembered James Walker. 

The Scunthorpe 1st XV player sadly passed away at the start of November and this was the 
Greens’ first match following the tragic news. 

In terms of the rugby itself, Ben Jones and Nick Royle shone for Caldy as both players shared 
seven tries between them with the former scoring four. 

JJ Dickinson, Harrison Crowe and Cameron Owen added further tries, with Tom Hughes reply-
ing for Scunthorpe. 

Rian Hamilton 
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League Update 

Sedgley Park 40-34 Luctonians 

Sedgley Park staved off a battling Luctonians to return to winning ways.. 

The hosts seemed to be cruising after the first quarter as they led 21-3 thanks to tries from 
James Harper, Jamie Harrison and Tom Ailes. 

Both teams then exchanged scores as efforts from Lucts’ Oliver Allsopp and Aiden Cheshire 
were cancelled out by Tom Coe and Ollie Glasse, but the visitors were able to launch them-
selves back into the contest. 

Rob Crowley and Frank Kelly both dotted down after the hour to cut Sedge’s lead to six points 
heading into the final 10 minutes. However, that margin remained the same for the rest of the 
game as Callum McShane’s try was matched by Connor Deignan as Sedge held out. 

 

Tynedale 19-18 Sheffield Tigers 

Tynedale stretched their unbeaten to run five  thanks to a dramatic late try from Ethan Clarke. 

Tyne, who haven’t tasted defeat for over a month, appeared to be slipping to their third home 
loss of the campaign when they trailed 18-12 with two minutes left. 

Tries from Jack Redfern-Brown and Jamie Broadley, plus eight points from the boot of Mark 
Ireland, had put the Tigers on course for their fifth straight win but they were to be denied. 

Jonathan Burden and Michael Hughes had dotted down for Tyne and their third try of the after-
noon proved decisive as Clarke powered over to snatch the victory for Ben Woods’ side. 

 

Huddersfield 32-31 Stourbridge 

Huddersfield clinched a late victory to lift them three points clear of the relegation places. 

Kian Stewart’s try four minutes from the end ended Field’s three-match losing streak despite 
Stour being awarded a penalty try in the last act of the game. 

The hosts had led 17-10 at the break with Joel Hinchliffe, Nick Sharpe and Liam Stapley all 
crossing, whilst Tatenda Mukarati responded for Stour. 

It was first blood to Field after the restart as Richard Piper powered over but two Stourbridge 
tries from Afeafe Haisila and Jack Lea – either side of a home penalty from Will Milner – saw 
them to within three points of their hosts. However, Stewart’s try proved decisive. 

 

Otley 27-23 Hull 

Otley recorded their third  successive win although the game could have gone either way up 
until the 75th minute when Ben Steele’s try was enough to see Otley home. 

The hosts led 13-10 following Paul Petchey’s try and eight points from the boot of Ben Smith, 
while Keane Naylor had gone over for Hull.  Josh Hall’s effort kept Otley in control, but penalties 
number two and three of the afternoon from Simon Humberstone kept Hull in touch. 

But, replacement Steele barged over to clinch another victory for Otley whilst Hull did come 



19 

National League 2 North 
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A s the world enjoyed the calm before the storm that would become known as the Wall 

Street Crash, Chester Rugby stock was rising. 

Ninety years ago the club moved to its first real home, a field off Bumpers Lane, close to 

where Chester Football Club now play their home matches. Previously the rugby team had 

played at the Roodee race course. 

At the annual meeting in the City Arms pub in the autumn of 1929 the chairman, Colonel 

Bromley, announced the purchase of the ground “and a good fixture list arranged” that 

included matches against Winnington Park, Crewe and Nantwich, Wrexham, RAF Sealand 

and Shrewsbury. 

It was a milepost moment in the establishment of the club, but one to which John Craven 

added a drop of cold water, possibly literally, in his official history The First 88 Years.  

“There was no mention of a clubhouse,” he wrote, “so the players would probably have 

Did You Know? 

League Minutiae 

Backwards Pass 

W harfedale have been awarded three penalty tries this season – there have been a 

total of eight over the season— in accruing a home record of three wins, two de-

feats and a draw. They have two wins and two defeats on their travels. 

They have scored only two try-bonus points, against Huddersfield and Hinckley, and 

conceded four, versus Fylde, Sheffield Tigers, Huddersfield and Stourbridge.  

Their top try scorer is Matt Speres with five and James Blakeney-Edwards is their lead-

ing scorer with 15 conversions and nine penalties, 57 points. They have three ever pre-

sent starters this year: Harry Bullough, James Blakeney-Edwards and Dan Stockdale. 

 Dan Rundle’s scoring streak has come to an end for Stourbridge. He claimed a try in 

each of the first nine games, but failed to cross the whitewash last weekend. 

 National League 2 North has passed 500 tries for the season. The tally has reached 

522. Two thirds of all tries have been converted successfully. 

 Loughborough Students have now used 47 players so far this season. Caldy have used 

the fewest, 25. 
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League Statistics 



22 

Chester v Sedgley Park 

Over the top: Macca Van Sertima takes to the air to test the Sedgley defence in Chester’s last home game 

Kick and chase: Tom Holloway uses his boot to gain field position during Chester’s 28-24 defeat to Sedgley 
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Chester v Sedgley Park 

Ford fiesta: Guy Ford (No.8) takes the battle to the Sedgley Park forwards last time at Hare Lane 

And then a step to the right: Mark Dixon’ tries a move from Time Warp  to confound Sedgley’s defence 
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SOLD OUT 
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Today’s Teams… 
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Andrew Oakden 

 

CHESTER 
 

Sean Green 

William Du Randt 

Tom Foden 

Shay Owen 

Anthony Bingham 

Mark Dixon 

Josh Morris 

Colin Campbell (capt) 

Alick Croft 

Rhodri Rhys 

Jimmy Lloyd 

Rik Cottrell 

Kyle Joseph 

George Baxter 

Guy Ford 

Scott Robson 

Dan Matthews 

Harry Wilkinson 

Mike Craven 

Callum Bennett 
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WHARFEDALE 

 

Harry Bullough  

Rian Hamilton 

Ben Blackwell 

Jonny Moore 

Josh Prell 

Jack Blakeney-Edwards 

Sam Gaudie 

Matt Beesley 

Dan Stockdale 

Jack Hirst 

Will Smith 

George Hedgley (capt) 

Matt Speres 

Chris Walker 

Rob Baldwin 

Ben Patchett 

Toms Asejevs 

Jamie Brookes 

Matt Houghton 

Henry MacNab 

 NEXT GAME: 

Huddersfield 

23 November 

AWAY 

Ref Daniel Woods 

AR1 Colin Burrell 

AR2 Steve Halliday 

 


