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Welcome to the 24th Annual General Meeting of Montrose and 

District Cricket and Rugby Football Club. It is great to see so many 

people attending the AGM.  Everyone is welcome to join our mini 

rugby fun day afterwards.  

I have some updates to share with you from across our club.   

Cricket 
Last season we had the following league record of played 8, won 2 

and lost 6. 

We finished 5th out of 7, winning 110 pts out of a possible 200. 

Four games were victims of inclement weather, in one of which, 

we were in a dominant position against the eventual league 

winners, Strathmore XI. 

Our season highlight was a 9 wicket victory at home, against 

Arbroath 2nd XI in the Twenty/20 competition.  We then suffered 

a defeat in the Quarter Finals to a Stoneywood Dyce XI. 

We started this season, last Sunday, with a 50 run defeat of Brechin 

Buccaneers. 

Off the pitch, a sub-committee has been set up to look at the future 

development of the cricket section of the club.  This includes 

engagement with the Dundee and Angus Cricket Development 

Officer. 

Mini rugby 
Our mini rugby section continues to thrive from our micros up to 

our P6/7 squad. 

Our micros have had another successful year with many returning 

from last season along with a group of new ones.  We now have a 

Thank You 

The success of our club 

is down to the people 

who contribute to the 

running of the club.  As 

such, I would like to 

mark my appreciation 

for their efforts. 

This includes our 

players, coaches, 

officials, volunteers, our 

committee, sponsors, 

supporters, those who 

took part in the 

fundraising events, 

those doing outreach 

into our schools and 

communities, those 

who have worked on 

the clubhouse, those 

who have supported 

the planning for the 

proposed clubhouse 

development  and those 

who have maintained 

and enhanced the 

grounds at Union Park.   

We are very fortunate 

to have this level of 

support and, on behalf 

of the Committee, I 

would like to say a big 

‘thank you’. 
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squad of over 30 from Nursery to P3. 6 will be moving up to the P4/5 group in August. 

Despite the freezing winter we have a hardy bunch that turn up regardless of the elements and work 

really hard.  This has been resulted in great progress. Towards the end of the season the Micros 

performed really well at Blairgowrie and we won the runners up Trophy at last week’s Carnoustie 

tournament, ending the season on a high note! 

This year p4/5 players have worked very hard and produced some very good rugby. The coaches and 

Players were delighted to attend Murrayfield to watch Edinburgh play Scarlet’s. Our squad members 

were guard of honour and played a game on the main pitch at half time. 

Our P6/7s had fun and they all improved throughout the season. Extra sessions were held for the P6/7 

on a Tuesday night from October to March. This allowed those new to the game to get some extra 

experience as well as developing some experienced players who cannot attend on a Sunday.  

Girls rugby 
We continue to run the Angus Girls Hub from Montrose.  During the season 2017/18 the Angus ladies 

have joined forces with Howe of Fife in Cupar for matches. Our girls have lost only one game all 

season, taking the Queen Bees tournament in Melrose, the Howe of Fife tournament, the Gala 

tournament and were only beaten at our home tournament on tries scored. 

2018/19 season our focus will be on local training and working with Dundee, Angus, Fife and Tayside 

to form the DAFT girls rugby. 

Junior rugby 
This season saw us in Scottish Rugby’s Tier 4 Conference for the second year.  We fielded teams at 

U13, U14, U16 and U18 on a weekly basis playing teams including Stirling, Kirkcaldy, Madras, 

Strathmore, Deeside, Falkirk, Ross Sutherland and Moray.   

Post-Christmas the U13 and U14 and U16 have played friendlies while the U18 were entered the 

Caledonia Cup, with this being exam time for the older ages fixtures have been fewer in number.  

We had lots of players “new to rugby” at all ages; coming from the work being done in Montrose 

Academy and they have become vital members of each of the age groups.  

We have developed rugby academy activities, including goal setting, specialist skills, strength and 

conditioning and an Anti-Doping talk led by the SRU anti-doping team.  

We currently have one U13 and five U14s attending Scottish Rugby skills camps, along with one U16, 

two U17 and one U18 attending fortnightly training at the BT Academy Caledonia Regional Training 

Centre in Dundee. This is the first step for these players to represent Caledonia against the other 

Scottish regions.  
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Special mention must go to Tim Brown who has had a fantastic season representing Caledonia U16 

then West U16 (Caledonia and Glasgow combined) and finishing off the season being an integral 

member of the Scotland U16 Blues team who went to Wales in March and won all their fixtures. Tim 

has also been picked to be one of 25 Scotland players to attend an U17 training camp in Spain in July.  

Senior rugby 
Our senior players played as a combined ‘Angus Development’ squad in Caledonia Midlands 3.  This 

included players from Montrose, Strathmore and Brechin.  With the majority of players from 

Montrose, the squad had a successful season, comfortably securing a position in the top half of the 

league.   

Next year, there will be a Montrose Senior Squad taking part in Midlands 3; another significant 

milestone in our development and providing a local pathway for our players. 

Officials 
A big thank you to anyone who has been a game coach, referee or umpire this year.  It is an essential 

part of our club infrastructure.   

As a club, we have 4 society rugby referees and a special mention goes to Sam Grove-White, whose 

career continues to blossom.  As well as his first Pro 14 match and continuing to officiate across the 

World Rugby Sevens, he was a member of the Commonwealth Games referees in Gold Coast. 

Outreach and giving back 
A highlight of this year has been the wider engagement with the community and the contribution 

from our members.  There have been activities in Montrose Academy, local primary schools and 

community groups. We have numerous junior players giving back to the club. Some have been 

helping to coach younger players on a weekly basis. Others have been helping to run out of school 

clubs and festivals at primary schools.  We also have senior players refereeing our junior rugby 

matches. 

Clubhouse development 
A key focus this year has been planning and identifying funding for a new clubhouse.  The current 

facilities no longer meet our needs and we need something to support our ongoing development.   

Thank you to everyone who has committed time and effort to progress this exciting initiative.   

We now have a design, plans and a funding strategy.  The committee will continue to drive this 

forward, taking into account the needs of the club.  We will need support from our members to make 

this happen so assistance would be very welcome.   
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Conclusion 
This has been a successful year for the club and I would summarise it with 3 P’s.  The first is progress.  

We are driving forward a number of initiatives and it is showing benefits in terms of the engagement 

and participation.   

The next is pride.  We should all be rightly proud to be a part of this club and the journey we are on. 

My final ‘p’ is pause.  While we are making progress, I would recommend that our next committee 

stop to take stock and agree the vision for our club.  In particular how we operate as a joint club and 

how best to engage younger people and the community to inform our next steps.  

 


