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o 1he original Bootle F.C. were formed in
gl 1880 and played at Hawthorne Road.
~ They were in fact Everfon FC’s biggest
; A rivals. In 1889-90 Bootle became founder
1 =5 members of the Football Alliance,
i narrowly missing out on the football
league to the blues. That season was the
most successful as we finished league runners-up, reached
the quarter-finals of the FA Cup, where we lost to Blackburn
Rovers (0-7). When the Alliance merged with the Football
League in 1892, Bootle became founder members of the new
Second Division. However, despite a respectable 8th place
final position, the club dropped out after one season (and
were replaced by neighbours Liverpool) and seemingly
disappeared due to financial problems.
Football returned to Hawthorne Road when a new club,
Bootle Athletic. was later formed with the new team initially
playing in the Liverpool Leagues. In 1948 when the club were
elected to the Lancashire Combination 2, which was won at
the first aftempt. However, Bootle struggled in the fop-fight and
after several tough seasons withdrew and
folded during the 1953-54 campaign.
In 1953, the current club was formed as
Langton and played in the local leagues.
After a very successful spell in the
Liverpool County Combination (which we
won on numerous occasions) the club reverted back to it's It's
better known identity of Bootle F.C. in 1973; and a year later
Joined the Lancashire Combination, which we won in 1976
and 1977. Bootle then joined the Second Division of the
Cheshire County League, which was won in our first season,
and we were promoted to the First Division. In 1982 the
Cheshire County League was one of the leagues that merged
fo form the North West Counties League, which Bootle duly
Jjoined, becoming a memiber of the First Division. The clubb
spent most of their time in the First Division until 2000 when we
unfortunately dropped into the Second Division. However
despite finishing éth in 2002, the club
dropped info the Liverpool County
Combination. In 2006 the club, with a new
ground, were elected back into Division 2
of the North West Counties League. In 2009
Bootle won promotion to the NWCL Premier
Division and also won the Championship. In 2009/10, our first
season back in the NWCFL Premier Division Bootle finished a
NWCFL highest placing of 3rd. In 2010/11 finished ¢th place.
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on Champions
55-66, 1967-68,
69-70, 1970-71,
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They equalled the 3rd place again in 2012. With the ground e/S‘UP
grading and charter standard status established in 2011/12 89-90
the club are looking fo progress to the next level.

BOOTLE F.C

CHARTER STANDARD CLUBS

Under 18’ - West Cheshire League - Manager Richie Boswarva
Under 17’s - Liverpool Premier League - Manager Ste Miller
Under 16’s - Bootle & Litherland JFL - Manager Alex Grosart
Under 15’ - Belvale Junior League - Manager Carl Dale

Under 14s - Hightown JFL - Manager Lee Williams

Under 12’s - Bootle & Litheriand JFL - Manager Tony Smith
Under 10’s - Bootle & Litherland JFL - Manager Darren Carr
Under 9’s - Bootle & Litherland JFL - Manager David Miley
Under 8’s - Bootle & Litheriand JFL - Manager Phil Dobson
Under 7’s - Bootle & Litherland JFL - Manager Ste Miller

Bootle FC in partnership with
Positive Skills Foothball Coaching
presents:

MONDAY NIGHT
FOOTBALL

At the Delta Taxi's Stadium, Vesty Road,
Bootle. (OFff Bridie Road)

FOOTBALL
COACHING




Sefton Council Set To Hike Prices

If you enjoy the local football then this article concerns you. If you have
children who play football then please read!

There has been an important press release from Sefton Council about
increases to pitch fees. This affects all of us and may even affect the
future of junior football in Sefton.

Deadline is early December with results being published in january.

Junior football could soon be gone in the borough. How do they expect
young teams to pay ridiculous amounts in the current global austerity.
This is a country where obesity up we are telling kids that we must give
up football and other sports as we can’t afford the fees offered.

We have provided links to additional information as well as an e-petition
for you to provide feedback. Go to www.bootlejfl.co.uk and follow the
links to sign the petition.

PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION AND HELP SAVE JUNIOR FOOTBALL
IN THE SEFTON BOROUGH

AP

Bootle Football Club -
Founder members of the
Football Alliance 1889,
The Football League Div2*
1892 & The Northwest
Counties Football League
1982
Awarded FA Charter
Standard Status in
November 2011

An associated committee

consisting of elected members:

Chairman

Mr Frank Doran Jnr

Deputy Chairman

Mr Ben Roberts

Life President

Mr Frank Doran Snr
Honorary President

Mr Joe Benton MP
Committee

Mr Bobby Capstick, Mr
Dave Ruth, Mr Geoff Frasier,
Mr Tommy McKay, Mr Tony
McKay

Head of Finance/ Club
Secretary

Mr Joseph Doran

Assistant Secretary

Mr Dave Miley Snr

1st Team Manager

Mr Neil Prince

1st Team Assisitant Manager
Mr James Olsen

1st Team Coach

Mr Liam Blakeman
Goalkeeping Coach

Mr Paul McCowen

Welfare

Mr Darren Carr

Head of Fitness & Wellbeing
Mr Lee Stenson

Media § Commmunications
Mr Dave Miley Jnr,

Youth Football Co-ordinator
Mr Carl Dale

Wi;é\;-lﬁﬁ'
HERITAGE

PRINTERS

*Original Club folded in 1893

TSTS) TN ENEONGCIETON

manager: Jim Vince

manager. Neil Prince

Dean PORTER
David POTTER

Neil MCQUEEN
Mark KILROY
Michael CARBERRY
Phil GREEN

Sean COULTON
Neil MURPHY

Paul BYRNE (capt)
Joe FOWLER

Liam DAVIES

Ashley WOODHOUS
Mark BRADBURY
Keith WEDGE
Franny FOY

lan WILLIS

Ryan DUNNAN
Marcus THORPE
Joshua BENNETT

MATCH OFFICIALS

" referee:
Wadassistant referee:
Y&l assistant referee:
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Congleton
Wigan RP
Alsager
Winsford

Mossley
Colne
Runcorn T
Bamber Br
Padiham
Silsden
Maine Rd
Stockp't S
Runcorn L
Stone D
Runcorn T
Bacup

St Helens
Stockp't S
Cam Laird
Thackley
Runcorn L
Ashton A
Congleton
Silsden

A Blackp’l
Norton
AFC L'p'l
Alsager
Bacup
Wigan RP
Padiham
Squires G
Winsford
Maine Rd
Barlick
Glossop
Glossop
AFCLp’l
Stone D
Colne
Runcorn T
Barlick

The manager of Boo
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Hello and welcome to the Delta Tax

04/08/12
07/08/12
11/08/12
14/08/12
18/08/12
21/08/12
25/08/12
01/09/12
04/09/12
08/09/12
08/09/12
22/09/12
06/10/12
13/10/12
16/10/12
20/10/12
27/10/12
03/11/12
06/11/12
10111/12
1311112
1711112
20/11/12
271112
01/12/12
08/12/12
15/12/12
22/12/12
26/12/12
29/12/12
05/01/13
12/01/13
26/01/13
02/02/13
09/02/13
23/02/13
16/03/13
23/03/13
30/03/13
01/04/13
06/04/13
13/04/13
20/04/12
27/04/12

warm welcome to Jim Vince and all from Ashton
Athletic’s team, staff and supporters for today’s

Northwest Counties Premier D

clash.

0-2
2:0
41

2-0
2:2
3.0
241
1-0
12
1-1
2-1
12
3-2
2:0
0-1
3-0
2:0
P-P
0-2
1-0
341
p-p

Ivision
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Porter
Porter
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Porter
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| am writing this before Tuesday’s game versus Ashton
Athletic so I’'m hoping our league form has continued.

I’'m happy that we have more or less a fully fit squad
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Carberry

Carberry
Carberry
Carberry
Carberry
Carberry
Green

Kilroy

Kilroy

Carberry
Carberry
Carberry
Kilroy

Carberry
Carberry
Carberry
Carberry
Carberry

Carberry

Today’s opponents Congleton will be a stern test. We
went there first game of the season and came away 2-0
winners after a very impressive performance. The

Coulton
Coulton
Coulton
Coulton
Coulton
Coulton
Coulton
Coulton
Coulton
Coulton ©
Coulton ©
Green
Coulton
Coulton
Coulton
Green
Green

Green

Green

CHARTER STANDARD CLUBS

of the season and this is the biggest challenge we have

weather is very different now to what it was at the start
faced in the last few weeks. Hopefully we can play as

Black
Black
Black
Black
Black
Black
Black
Black
Black
Black
Black
Gray

Olsen
Black
Black
Black
Black

Olsen

well as we did in that first game and come away with a result again today.

Blakeman
Blakeman
Blakeman
Blakeman
Blakeman
Blakeman
Blakeman
Young
Blakeman
Blakemen
Blakemen
Blakeman
Blakeman
Olsen
Blakeman
Blakeman
McCabe

Thompson

The weather has made us stutter of late and this had affected us, with
postponements hindering our chances of catching up on our games.

Hay
Hay
Hay
Hay

Hay
Hay
Hay
Hay
Hay
Hay
Hay
Hay
Hay
Hay
Hay
Hay

I'm sure we will be successful this season with the ability, experience and
work rate in our squad. There is competition for places with 22 players all
capable of being in the starting 11. It is important that we pick up the points
that our games in hand offers us and | have every confidence in the squad
that we will do that.

O’Connor
O’Connor
O'Connor
O’Connor
O'Connor
O’Connor
O’Connor
Foley
Thompson
Young
Prince
O’Connor
O'Connot
O’Connor
O’Connor
McCabe
Foley
Foley
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Prince
Prince
Smart
Prince
Thompson
Thompson
Gray

Gray
Young
O’Connor
O'Connor
Thompson
Prince
Prince
Prince
Prince
Prince

Prince

Blakeman

Hopefully we will have a good run of games now up to the new year and set

ourselves up for a great second half of the season

McCabe
Thompson
Thompsom
Young
Prince
Prince
Prince
Prince
Gray

Gray
Young
Foley
Foley
Adamson
Young
Adamson
Young
Young

Prince

UP THE BUCKS!

Kilroy
Young
McCabe
Smart
Green
Young
Young
O'Brien
Green
Essery
Gray
Kilroy
Adamson
Blakeman
Green
Young
Kilroy
Adamson

Thompson

Prince
McCabe
Young
Gray
Kilroy

O’Connor
Pruden
Foley
Adamson
Black
Foley
McCabe
Olsen
Olsen

Kilroy

Young

Kilroy

kilroy

Green

Foley
Foley
Kilroy
Olssen

Green

Adamson
Kilroy
Adamson

Fowler

Respect B
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Saturday 1sth December
V AFC Blackpool
(3pm KO) in the NWCFL
Premier Division

Saturday 2:nd December
V Norton United

SN TN spm KO in the NWCFL
S5 = Premier Division
IO Saturday 29th December e

£2 concessions NRAF\TTEAT
: (3pm KO) in the NWCFL
*free child entry

with full paying adult Premier Division

* offfer starts in August 2011. Offer can be withdrawn at any time.

[ s O U R towin:
Iit’'s YOUR club...

www.bootlefc.co.uk
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Saturday 1st December 2012 P GD Pts

Premier Division 1 Maine Road 20 16 41
2 Runcorn Town 19 25 39

AFC Blackpool v Glossop North 3 Congleton Town 19 21 36

End

Alsager Town v Squires Gate 4 Bootle 14 16 35

Ashton Athletic v Runcorn Linnets 5 Padiham 17 14 35

Barnoldswick Town v Bacup 6 Colne 20 25 34

Borough .

Bootle v Congleton Town 7 Barnoldswick T 18 19 33

Maine Road v St Helens Town 8 Alsager Town 22 6 31

gorton quted v ACFCIZ Liverpool 9 Winsford United 17 16 30
uncorn 1own v .ome 10 Stockport Sports*20 19 29

Stockport Sports v Silsden

Wigan Robin Park v Padiham 11 Glossop NE 19 4 29

Winsford United v Stone Dominoes 12 Wigan Robin Park20 -5 26
13 Runcorn Linnets 17 -3 25

First Division 14 AFC Blackpool 19 -6 25

Ashion T Chaddert 15 Silsden 17 -2 23
Shton town v /hadderion 16 Norton United 19 -21 20

Atherton LR v Rochdale Town

Eccleshall v éheadle TownW 17 Bacup Borough 18 -10 19

Formby v Abbey Hey 18 AFC Liverpool 16 -11 16

Holker Old Boys v Daisy Hill 19 Ashton Athletic 20 -23 14

Irlam v West Didsbury & Chorlton :
Nelson v Atherton Collieries 20 Squires Gate 22 -25 14

Northwich Villa v Oldham Boro 21 St Helens Town 15 -21 13
22 Stone Dominoes 20 -54 7

Kick off times are 3pm Sat, 745pm
Mmidweek unless stated otherwise
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Weekend Round Up
Without doubt the result of the day goes to Stone Dominoes, who tasted victory for the
first time in 30 games - a sequence stretching back to March 2012 - after a stunning
late fightback against Glossop North End.
Glossop took the lead after 15 minutes through an Own Goal, with Matthew Dodswell
scoring on his debut to level matters in the 38th minute. Glossop looked as though
they had secured victory with Mark Battersby's sixth goal in three games putting them
ahead just seven minutes from time, but Dodswell had other ideas. He hauled Stone
level in the 89th minute, before securing victory with a debut hat-trick in stoppage time.
Another eye-catching result (in my eyes!) came at Padiham, who romped to their
biggest home win of the season as they put four without reply past Stockport Sports.
Much of the damage came in the opening stages, with Padiham hitting three in a
devastating five minute spell.
Joe Garvin opened the scoring on seven minutes, with leading goalscorer Ben Allen
doubling the lead two minutes later. Sam Morris then effectively secured the game
with just 11 minutes on the clock as he made it 3-0, with Dave Sherlock scoring the
final goal of the game five minutes before the break.
Maine Road continue to hold top spot after a 2-1 win at Colne, extending their
unbeaten run to eight games against a team who had scored 13 without reply in their
last two games.
Road opened the scoring in the 53rd minute after Tom Bentham's shot was blocked,
with Tom Bailey unleashing a 20-yard effort that flew into the top left hand corner. With
12 minutes remaining the two conbined once more with Bailey finding Bentham whose
25-yard effort also found the top corner.
Colne were rewarded for their persistance in the 89th minutes, with the in-form Jason
Hart scoring his 14th goal in his last eight games and his 20th of the season overall.
Maine Road remain two points clear of second placed Runcorn Town, who made it
five successive victories with a 4-1 win at Squires Gate. Sam Bailey's first goal for
Runcorn opened the scoring after 20 minutes, his curling effort eluding everybody in
the box and nestling in the net. James McShane doubled the lead eight minutes later,
Stuart Wellstead spotting him unmarked in the box.
A minute into the second half it was 3-0 with Mark Keddie's effort saved only for
McShane to slot in the rebound. And it was 4-0 with 20 minutes to go, McShane
setting up Gareth Grant who lobbed the keeper from the edge of the box. Jason
Dodwell grabbed a consolation with four minutes remaining, his free kick from fully 30-
yards finding the top corner.
Congleton Town are up to fourth after a 2-1 win over Barnoldswick Town. It took just
six minutes for the opening goal to arrive, Mike Koral finding Matt Worrall inside the
area with Worrall finding the net. Ten minutes later it was 2-0 with left back Louis
James finding himself in an advanced position and unleashing a right foot drive into
the corner for his 4th goal of the season.
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For all the latest fixtures & resuits
from The North West Counties Foothall League

Calls cost 60p per minute
Marketed by Blue2Green Limited, 1 Manor House, Manor Street,

Sheepscar, Leeds. LS7 1PZ 0844 993 0371
Call costings correct at time of going to print




FUNCTION ROOMS
& STATE OF THE ART 3G
PITCHES TO HIRE

CONTACT
Lena Doran on 07928 994 441
Or phone the clubhouse on 0151 525 4796

Follow
@Bootle FC via Twitter

Or find Bootle Football Club
On Facebook

A1l the neyys Ffrom the OFFficial
website oF the Northywest
Counties Leoagiie

Old Boys And Cotto Combine For Charity
The combined efforts of members and supporters at Leek CSOB and

Norton United General Manager John Cotton have generated a donation
of £200 for a cancer charity fund.

As many people around the league are aware, John has successfully battled cancer,
and he recently established a charity fund that is aimed at raising funds for people who
have been stricken with the disease in Staffordshire.

Officials at Leek CSOB dedicated their home game against Daisy Hill on 10th
November to former chairman and manager Chris McMullen, who died last month from
cancer, and raised money on the day for charity from raffles and collections.

Cotto explained: “Thanks to my contacts at local football and cricket clubs, | have
successfully raised money for my fund, and have given donations to a number of
charities already.“One of the charities | support is a fund operated by the University
Hospital of North Staffordshire, which carries out research and offers support to people
suffering from colorectal cancer. It is overseen by the surgeon who treated me during
my illness.

“After Leek CSOB held their fund raising activities, their Vice-Chairman Jamie
Cullerton contacted me and said that they would like to donate £100 from the money
raised to go towards a cancer charity. “We have decided that the Hospital’s Colorectal
Fund would be appropriate, and | have allocated £100 from the money | have in my
fund, to match the sum given by Leek CSOB, and we will be making a donation of
£200 to the Hospital’s fund.

M erseysdeskading suppkrofeam wear,
workwearand schoolwearwoul keb weh al
ourcusbmersotd and new aMeny Chrstn as
and aHappyN ew Year

Fhd usato6 Kng Steetoppose Geness Gym
bralyourpihg/embroderyrequiement.

Wheream ofrshdidepaddedcoashtam
cobursbrjust£16 each




Our Visitors foday...

hail from East Cheshire and on the banks of the River Dane, to m

the west of the Macclesfield Canal and 21 miles south of
Manchester.
The club was formed in 1901 and joined the Crewe and District League, and

were crowned champions in their first three seasons from 1901-02 to 1903-04.
In 1904-05 they finished in fifth place. They then joined the North Staffordshire P RI jll'lnlF TE R S
and District League in the 1905-06 season finishing in third place. Up until the
outbreak of World War | their highest league placing came in 1914—15 when * [@EIIE}’ ﬂﬁ]‘g‘ﬂ & Print«
they were runners-up. When the league resumed after the war Congleton spent
one last season in the league, 1919-20 finishing as league champions. HE'I'ITE.'QE‘ Printers are a highiy .I"E'PUIEHE; ﬁﬂ?ﬂg‘l’&phff
and digital printers. We pride ourselves on service,
quality and value for money.
[/|Folders 4
[ 1901 ] [/] Leaflets PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION

[/ stationery || TEL: 0151 530 1000

In 1920 they joined the Cheshire County League, @PGStM Ia 0151 530 1022

finishing as runners-up to Winsford in their first season, Eﬂrnchures i

1920-21. In 193940 they spent one season in the
Macclesfield and District League, finishing in equal first E Carbonless Sets
place and winning the end of season play-off against :
Bollington Cross to be crowned champions. IE'PEEEEQ'IHQ’
When football resumed after World War Il Congleton Town were once again back E o R
in the Cheshire County League. However, the struggled at first including finishing in Ffmls'hm'g
last place in 1947—48. The club continued to struggle and spent the 1950s finishing E' H
toward the bottom of the table each season. g' _'DI'ESE 5
esign >ervice

They began the 1960s still struggling culminating in a last place finish in 1964-65,
before joining the Manchester League in the 1965—66 season, finishing in fifth : . "
place. Their stay in the league though laste just three seasons and in the 1968—69 Heritage Print Services
season they joined the Mid-Cheshire League, finishing in eighth place. In 1969-70 Unit 10 - Vesty Business Park
they were runners-up. They were runners-up again in 1971-72 then in 1973-74 .

they were crowned Mid-Cheshire league champions. The following seaso they Vesty Road - Aintree
finished third before winning the league for a second time in 1975-76. After another

Merseyside L30 1NY

runners-up finish in 1976-77 they won the title for a third time in 1977-78, their last E: heritagepfintﬂi}tmnnecl.cnm
season in the league.
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MNMatch Action

Match report of the FA VASE game away to Thackley
from lan Templeman, Media Officer of the NWCFL.

Bootle’s hopes of progress in the FA Vase were ended in emphatic style in West
Yorkshire, as a strong and pacy Thackley side powered their way to the Third Round.
In a game switched to Thackley’s Dennyfield ground due to the Delta Taxis Stadium
pitch being unplayable, the Northern Counties East League side took the lead midway
through the first half, but Bootle were back on level terms thanks to a Paul Byrne
equaliser three minutes later.

But two goals in the space of seven minutes early in the second half put Thackley in
the driving seat, and only an impressive performance from Dean Porter in the Bootle
saved his side from a heavier defeat. Thackley signalled their intentions straight from
the start, and warning signs were evident as early as the fourth minute when striker
Nicky Matthews fired a loose ball into the net, only to be flagged offside by the
assistant referee. Eight minutes later, Matthews and strike partner Matt Mathers were
denied by a great double save by Porter in the Bootle goal, and the pair linked up
again on 20 minutes, when a goalbound Matthews shot was diverted to safety by
Porter’s outstretched leg.

But the home side’s pressure finally produced a reward in the 22nd minute, when a
high cross to eth far post from Matt Hall was headed powerfully into the bottom corner
of the net by Matt Mathers. A minute later Matthews almost doubled his tally when he
outpaced the Bootle defence and fired in a shot that was beaten away by Porter, but
against the run of play, Bootle were handed an opportunity to get back into the game
just three minutes later. A ball to the edge of the box found Michael Young in space,
and as he tried to turn the defender he was unceremoniously bundled to the ground.
The referee had no hesitation in pointing to the spot, and although Neil Prince’s
penalty was well saved by Thackley keeper Mark Bower, Bootle skipper Paul Byrne
reacted quickly to fire the loose ball into the empty net.

The remainder of the first half saw plenty of dogged midfield play without any clear cut
chances being created, but any hopes of a second half revival for Bootle were snuffed
out in the opening fifteen minutes of the second half. On 53 minutes a fine through ball
from Nicky Matthews played Jordan Missin through on goal, and after rounding the
keeper he cut the ball back into to the path of Nicky Matthews, who was upended by
Bootle full back Neil Murphy.

Once again the referee had no hesitation in pointing to the penalty spot, and Brice
Tiani fired an unstoppable spot kick high into the top corner of the net to put Thackley
ahead. On the hour mark, Thackley added a third goal when a cross to the far post
found the impressive Matthews with time and space to pick his spot with a simple
header from close range. Despite their best efforts to play a passing game on an
increasingly heavy and rutted pitch, Bootle had no answer to the more direct style of
the home side, and could have fallen further behind in the later stages of the game,
Jordan Missin, James Firth and Andy Tasker all having chances to increase the
margin of victory.

In 1978 the club re-joined the Cheshire County
League, finishing in seventh place in their first
season back in the league, 1978-79. They won the
league in its final season, 1981-82 before the league |
merged with the Lancashire Combination to form the
North West Counties Football League in which they
were founder members in 1982—83. In 1985-86 they
were runners-up in the league, only missing out on
the title on goal difference. In 1987-88 they joined the
Northern Premier League in the newly created Division
One, finishing in ninth place. In the 1989-90 season, they
reached the First Round of the FA Cup after beating Witton
Albion in the fourth qualifying round. In the first round they
were drawn away to Football League club Crewe
Alexandra where they lost 2—0. However, they struggled
most years at the higher level of the Northern Premier
League and after finishing in last place in the 2000-01
season, they were relegated to the North West Counties
Football League Division One. They did though reach the fourth
round of the FA Trophy where they lost 6-2 to Worksop Town. The

club remained in Division One which was renamed the Premier Division for the 2008—
09 season.

At the end of the 2008—09 season, Congleton finished
fourth in the Premier Division, behind AFC Fylde, New Mills
. and Newcastle Town, with only the first placed side gaining
promotion to the Northern Premier League. Regardless of
where they had finished, Congleton would not have gained
promotion because they did not submit a promotion
application.

Congleton Town Supporters Trust was formed in 2001. The
trust aims to help the club through sponsorship and
community projects.

At the end of the 2010—11 season joint managers Anthony
Buckle and Darren Twigg stepped
down. Giuseppe "Joe" Paladino, ex-
Wigan Athletic goalkeeper, who was assistant manager at
Rossendale United at the end of last season was appointed at
the beginning of the season, but some disappointing results
and declining attendances saw his reign short-lived. He was
replaced on 6 November 2011 by Dean Sibson, who took on
the role of caretaker manager until a successor was appointed
on 31 January 2012. Jim Vince, former FC Halifax, Witton
Albion, Woodley Sports and Abbey Hey manager now takes up the reins.
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In rural Lancashire

travellers addressed the two members of staff who spoke with a broad
Lancashire dialect. They discovered, eventually, that they must walk back
between the railway lines and climb the wooden stairway that was attached to
the middle of the railway bridge that could be seen in distance. The Bootle
party, having done this, found themselves alone in a country lane with nobody
to ask for directions. There were no signposts so, dodging the cow pads, they
decided to head northwards. They had been walking for about fifteen minutes
when they happened up on two local men who eventually informed them that
the village of Higher Walton lay not to the north but to the east and, to get
there, they must walk across several fields of open passage. The Bootle party,
kitbags and all, presently arrived at the pleasant village of Higher Walton.

The location consisted of several rows of workmen’s cottages and was
dominated by the overpowering presence of the large cotton mill. The visitors
were then pointed in the direction of the Farmers Arms tavern where the
executive of the resident club greeted them. Here they changed and made to
short walk to the field of conflict. There were around 500 people surrounding
the rural playing field that stood on the banks of the River Darwen where the
referee, Mr. Sam Ormerod of Accrington, awaited them on their arrival. Bootle,
with nine men on the field, kicked off with both the strong wind and the
pronounced slope in their favour. They had not been playing above five
minutes when the two absent players arrived on the scene. They had changed
on the journey and immediately took up their places on the field. The visitors
now began to out play the home team and goals from Hastings (2) Anderson
and Wilding gave them a 4-0 lead at the brake. A goal from Blackburn then
reduced the deficit before two further goals, both scored by Will Hastings, were
added to the visitor’s total that, effectively; put an end to game the contest.
Bootle had proved too good side for the local players and the game ended,
Higher Walton 1, Bootle 6.

The visitors were then entertained by their hosts before being transported, by
horse drawn omnibus, to the Railway Station at Preston. They arrived there to
discover that the location was crowded with disappointed football fans from
Liverpool. Preston North End had eliminated Everton so it would be just the
players of Bootle who would now represent Merseyside in the tournament.

Lost with Bootle

In rural Lancashire
By A Gardner

It was November 1887 and the football clubs of both Bootle and Everton were
contemplating their forthcoming matches in the 3rd round of the FA Cup. The
occasion was to demonstrate the far greater support that the people of Merseyside
were prepared to give Everton as opposed to their neighbours from Bootle. The
Anfield club had the daunting task of facing the invincible Preston North End on their
home at Deepdale and most eyes were focused up on this game. However, a local
newspaper reporter chose to give the occasion a miss and travell instead with the
Bootle club to cover their less fashionable cup-tie at the Lancashire village of Higher
Walton. It was to turn out to be a day that was both eventful and enjoyable.

The arrangements had been placed in the competent hands of the Bootle secretary
Mr. Henry Heard who in turn put his trust in the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway
Company. He visited the company offices at Liverpool Exchange Railway Station
where he was informed that the nearest railway station, convenient to the village of
Higher Walton, was Preston Junction. Mr. Heard paid for the hire of a private saloon
coach and awaited further information. He was later informed that the carriage would
be attached to “tail end” of a special excursion train that the railway company had
arranged to convey the Everton party, along with five hundred of their supporters, to
their F.A. Cup tie at Preston. The excursion train would make a special stop at
Kirkdale Station to pick up the Bootle party.

It was around midday when the excursion train rolled in to Kirkdale station and made
its scheduled halt. The Everton followers, with all heads out of the window, looked on
with interest as the Bootle boys boarded their reserved carriage and began to settle
down for the journey. Alas, all was not well. Two of the Bootle players, Ted Lewis and
Job Wilding, had failed to arrive and the train was about to leave without them. Mr.
Heard, who was not making the journey, ordered two of the Bootle football shirts to
be quickly handed out of the carriage window as the excursion train pulled out of the
station.

The train then steamed its way through the flat farmland of South West Lancashire
before drawing to a halt at Lostock Station. Here the lone Bootle saloon carriage was
uncoupled by the station staff and the main section of the train steamed off in the
direction of Preston. The locomotive, which was waiting on a nearby siding, was then
coupled up to the Bootle carriage before takings it on the short journey that was
required to reach their final destination.

They alighted to discover that the station at Preston Junction, which consisted of a
single island platform, had no access for the public because it was only used to for
passengers to change trains. The bewildered
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