


Pitching In, In Partnership With The Isthmian Fottball League.  
Official Matchday Programme

“The Isthmian Football League strongly 
supports the  

FA statement that there should  
be a zero-tolerance  

approach against racism  
and all forms of discrimination. 

Accordingly, any form of 
discriminatory abuse whether it by 

reason of age, disability, gender 
reassignment, race, religion and belief, 

marriage and civil partnership, 
pregnancy and maternity, sex and sexual 
orientation or any other form of abuse 

will be reported to The Football 
Association for action by that 

Association.” (The FA 0800 085 0508 I 
Kick it Out 020 7253 0162).The 

Isthmian League and all Member Clubs 
in the League are committed to 

promoting equality by treating people 
fairly and with respect, by recognising 
that inequalities may exist, by taking 
steps to address them and providing 

access and opportunities for all members 
of the community.” 

Great Wakering Rovers are a members 
club run by a members. committee and 

Trusties

Club Directory 2022/23

President:		  Roy Kettridge 
Chairmaan: 		  David Patient
Secretary: 		  Daniel Ellis
Treasurer:		  Mike Lee

Other Positions 
Fixtures Secretary: 	 Colin Webb  
Press Offfcer: 		  Jim Laird  
Programme Editor: 	 Dan Ellis  
Website: 		  Kerri Webb  
Welfare Offfcer: 		  Jon McGinn  

Other Committee Members 
Andrew Knight, Neil Hope 

Management Team  
Manager: Steve Roberts 
Coach:  
Assistant Coach: Tom Ranger  
Physio: Steven Patient 

Trustees  
Steve Swain, James Laird & James Johnson

We Are Rovers

Welcome To 
Burroughs Park





AFC Sudbury was formed on Tuesday 1st June 1999 from the amalgamation of Sudbury 
Town (founded 1885) and Sudbury Wanderers (founded 1958) The club plays at The 
Wardale Williams Stadium, Sudbury, Suffolk with a capacity of 2500.

In their first season 1999/00, the club finished third in the Jewson Premier League and the 
Reserve side won the Premier League title in the Essex and Suffolk Border League.

In 2000/01 the club powered their way to the Jewson League Premier title, reached the 
First Round Proper of the FA Cup and the Reserves won the Essex and Suffolk Border 
League Cup.

In 2001/02 the club retained the Jewson League title and reached the Semi-Final of the FA 
Vase and won the Suffolk Premier Cup.

In 2002/03 AFC Sudbury retained the Jewson Premier League Premier and won the 
Suffolk Premier Cup. They also reached the final of the FA Vase being beaten 2-1 by 
Brigg Town. After this manager Keith Martin stepped down and was replaced by the 
Reserve Team Manager Gary Harvey.

2003/04 saw a fourth successive Ridgeons League title and the Suffolk Premier Cup 
retained. The FA Vase Final was reached, again it was lost 2-0 against Winchester City. 
Improvements were made to King’s Marsh with it becoming fully enclosed, new turnstiles 
and a fully automated sprinkler system installed.

In 2004/05 the club were again successful, they won their fifth consecutive Ridgeons 
Premier League title (a record for the Eastern Counties League), and for third year in 
succession reached the final of the FA Vase another record, unfortunately they again lost 
3-2 to Didcot Town. The semi-final of both the Suffolk Premier Cup and the Ridgeons 
League Cup were also reached.

In 2005/06 the club continued in the Ridgeons Premier League and finished third, the 
Ridgeons League Cup was won for the first time and the fifth round of the FA Vase 
reached.
The Reserve side played in the Ridgeons Reserve League Southern Division and won 
that. In the play-off between the North and South winners, they were runners up but won 
the Suffolk Junior Cup.

Season 2006/07 saw the club accept promotion to Step 4, and the new Ryman League 
Division One North. The club changed managers with Mark Morsley taking over. The 
play-off finals were reached where they lost in a penalty shoot out.

A brief history  



The 2007/08 season was a nearly season. The club was still managed by Morsley aided 
by assistant Nicky Smith and coach Paul Skingley. The club got to the final of the Ryman 
League Cup but lost on penalties. They again reached the play-off finals but lost in the 
semi-finals. The club’s Reserve side led by Ian Manby finished runners up in the Ridgeons 
Reserve League South. 

In May 2008 Morsley resigned and Nicky Smith was appointed manager with Chris 
Tracey as his assistant. A few days later the club were moved from the Ryman League and 
placed in the Southern League Midland Division for season 2008/09.
In the FA Trophy they reached the First Round, and finished the season in twelfth 
position. The Reserves continued in the Ridgeons Reserve League, and a mid-table finish 
ensued but they did win the Chell Trophy.

The 2009/10 season saw Smith and Chris Tracey still in charge, and still in the Southern 
League. AFC lost in the First Qualifying Round of both the FA Cup and FA Trophy. In 
the Southern League Cup it was a Second Round exit and it was the same round in the 
Suffolk Premier Cup. AFC finished the season in 14th position in the league. The club’s 
Reserve team played in the Ridgeons Reserve League and had an average season.

During the season the King’s Marsh new facilities were finished in May 2010 and were 
back in the Ryman Division One North. Jamie Redknapp performed the official opening 
of the new clubhouse in June 2010 and the ground was re-named The MEL Group 
Stadium.

Smith and Tracey remained in charge of the first team for 2010/11 and Ian Manby the 
second team, with a new A Team started and played in the Colchester and North Essex 
League under Phil Root.
The first team ended in seventh place. In the FA Trophy they lost in the First Round 
\Proper.
The Reserve side finished third in the league and lost in the final of the Suffolk Senior 
Reserve Cup. The A Team completed their first season satisfactorily.

Season 2011/12 saw Smith and Tracey start the season but Smith later resigned and 
Tracey was put in temporary charge and later appointed permanent manager. In the 
Ryman League North they finished in eighth place. The Reserves had a disappointing 
season the Ridgeons Reserve League while the A Team started completed their second 
season.

The start of season 2012/13 saw Chris Tracey in charge with Barry Lakin at his side, he 
departed in September and Ian Brown joined as his assistant. Tracey resigned in March 
2013 and Michael Shinn and Ian Brown took charge until the end of the season. The 
Reserves continued in the Thurlow Nunn League under Ian Manby and Dave Walton and 
the A Team continued under the guidance of Phil Root.



In May 2013 the club appointed David Batch along with Head Coach Steve Eastaugh as 
their new management team for 2013/14 and they quickly set about building not only a 
fresh squad but also the entire structure of the football club. The Reserve/Under 21 side 
was elected into the Thurlow Nunn First Division under the initial guidance of Head 
Coach Dave Walton and the A Team continued under John Baldwin. The season was one 
of improvement for the first team but the other sides lesser so.

The 2014/15 season saw Batch and Eastaugh start it but leave in December. A new 
management team of Jamie Godbold and Andy Reynolds took over and led the club to 
third place and to the play-offs but were unsuccessful in them.
The Res/U21’s led by Danny Laws and Dave Cannon finished in fourteenth place and 
won the Thurlow Nunn First Division Knockout Cup.
The newly formed U18’s side led by Craig Power performed well and ended third in the 
table.
The ground was renamed The Wardale Williams Stadium.

For 2015/16 Godbold and Reynolds continued in post with Danny Laws and Dave 
Cannon in charge of the Res/Academy. The club installed a 3G pitch and started the AFC 
Academy. The season was an undoubted success with AFC never being out of the top six 
in Ryman North and they won the Championship on 9th April 2016 ensuring promotion 
to the Ryman Premier Division. The Reserves finished mid-table while the Academy won 
their League.

2016/17 saw the club in the Ryman Premier League for the first time still with Godbold 
and Reynolds at the helm. It was a disappointing season as the club were relegated for the 
first time in their history. The Reserves/Academy continued under Laws and Cannon with 
teams in the Ryman Development League, The Essex Senior Reserve League as well as 
the Thurlow Nunn Youth League and the National Youth Alliance League.The Under 18’s 
won their Division in the Thurlow Nunn Youth League and then the entire Youth League 
Championship. They won the Suffolk FA Midweek Under 18 Cup and also the Thurlow 
Nunn Youth League Cup.

On 13th May 2017 Godbold and Reynolds were announced as the first team management 
duo for the 2017/18 season and Danny Potter appointed as goalkeeping coach. The 
Academy/Reserves continued under the same leadership with another reserve

On 12th September 2017 Godbold and Reynolds were relieved of their duties with Danny 
Laws taking over as Caretaker Manager.

History Continued



On 2nd October 2017 former manager Mark Morsley was re-appointed on a three and half 
year contract, he brought in former player Lee Norfolk as his assistant while Paul 
Skingley returned as head coach.
The club blooded many young Academy players and finished the season in twelfth place.
The Reserves in the Thurlow Nunn side ended mid-table while the other side were lower 
down their league.

2018-19 League position : 8th

Season 21/22 after the two previous seasons had been declared null and void due to the 
Covid pandemic, saw Mark Morsley leave his role during the pre season along with a raft 
of other coaching staff and players and in his place came the management duo of Rick 
Andrews and Angelo Harrop.

Meet some of the players
Lionel Ainsworth
Experienced attacking midfielder. Joined AFC in the Summer of 2022 from Heybridge 
Swifts

Marley Andrews
Signed for the 2020-21 season. Started his career at Colchester United. Right sided full 
back / wing back

Ollie Brown
Right Back Ollie joined the club during the 2022-23 season from Stowmarket Town 
where he’d previously played under Rick Andrews.

Brad Byrne
A product of the AFC Academy. Centre back Brad Byrne has tasted success with 
the Academy and is now trying to force his way into the 1st team setup after 
playing for them pre season

Joe Carroll
Like Brad, Joe has come through the AFC Academy.Left sided defender Joe was a 
late starter in football, only really starting to take it seriously around 4 years ago but 
is now looking to force his way into the 1st team picture.

Harrison Chatting
Harrison joined the club during the summer of 22-23 from newly promoted 
Canvey island. A combative midfielder who links play well.



George Cocklin
George joined the club fairly late in the 21-22 season from Coggeshall Town. A tenacious 
midfielder who breaks up play and wins the ball back for us.

Romario Dunne
Maz was signed during the 21-22 season from Braintree Town. An athletic forward, Romario has 
an eye for goal and is rapid! Unfortunately picked up a serious injury in October 21 and has yet to 
return.

Joe Grimwood
Young defender who is another product of the AFC Academy having started at Bury Town. Made 
his debut in the away match at Norwich United on the penultimate Saturday of the 2017/18 season 
and has become a regular squad member, captaining the side in 22.

Reece Harris
Utility midfielder who has played for a number of clubs Reece joined Sudbury from Heybridge 
Swifts in mid-September. Spent two season with Welling United in the National League at the 
highest level of non-league football making 62 appearances at that level. Has also played for 
Braintree Town, Thurrock, East Thurrock United and Concord Rangers.
.

Sak Hassan
Sak joined the club at the turn of the yearn the 21-22 season and scored off the bench on debut 
against Bury Town. Sak has been capped by Somalia and the attacking midfielder’s potential is 
only matched by his beaming smile.

Ben Hunter
Ben is yet another product of the club’s academy. Midfielder Ben left the club as Rick took over at 
the beginning of the 21-22 season but has returned now from Leiston and has slotted straight back 
into the side.

Dylan Kirk
An AFC Academy graduate who is a wide man / forward. Dylan scored important goals during 
21-22 for the academy in their many cup runs and is now trying to force his way into the 1st team 
plans.

Nnamdi Nwachuku
Signed from Marlow Town during the summer of 22, hitman Nnamdi went on to fire in 16 goals 
during an explosive pre season. The club are hoping that form continues during the league season.

Josh Mayhew
Centre forward Josh is another that signed during the summer of 22 from Stowmarket Town. A 
tower figure, it is hoped that he can build a fearsome strike partnership with Nnamdi Nwachuku.

Some more players



Josh Pollard
A young defender who lives locally and who was signed in the summer of 22. Has previously 
played for Coggeshall Town and Needham Market.

Jamie Shaw
Can play centre back or centre forward. Jamie has bags of experience and signed 
for us from Coggeshall during the 2021-22 season.

Josh Stokes
Yet another product of the AFC Academy. Attacking Midfielder Josh earned a call 
up to the first team in late 2021 and hasn’t looked back since despite being largely 
played in an unfamiliar forward role. During the summer of 22 Josh started adding 
a lot of goals to all the good build up play he does.

Alfie Stronge
Goalkeeper Alfie was signed early on in the 21-22 season from Woodbridge Town. 
A safe pair of hands he was a key part in the side who kept 22 clean sheets during 
last season.

Jake Turner
Our first signing during the Andrews/Harrop reign. Midfielder signed from Cog-
geshall Town 21-22. Previously played for AFC during the Jamie Godbold era.

Top 10 Scorers in the north 





Rovers 
fixtures & Results



Travel with the Rovers 

AFC Sudbury		  CO10 7HN	 Hashtag United	   SS13 2BE
Basildon Utd		  SS14 2AW	 Heybridge Swifts	  CM9 8JA
Brentwood Town 	 CM15 9NN	 Hullbridge Sports	 SS5 6BJ
Bury Town 		  IP33 1XP	 Lowestoft Town	    NR32 2PA
Coggeshall Town 	 CO6 1NT	 Maldon & Tiptree	   CM9 5JQ
East Thurrock Utd	 SS17 9LB	 New Salamis	             N17 7JP
Felixstowe & Walton 	IP11 9HT	 Stowemarket Town	 IP14 1JQ
Gorleston 		  NR32 2PA	 Tilbury 	                RM18 8NL
Grays Athletic		 RM15 4UA	 Witham Town 	  	   CM8 1UN
GW Rovers  		  SS3 0HH 	 Wroxham 		    NR12 8SJ

Post codes supplied by the Isthmian Football League via their website 
https://www.isthmian.co.uk/club-info?division_id=5198598





SO, ULTIMATELY, Football Association chiefs finally made the only sensible call they could 
have made in granting an extension to the season for clubs at Steps 5 and 6.

But even though that affords the likes of Sandhurst Town, Brook House, Horndean and Bacup 
Borough a bit of breathing space from their ridiculous end-of-season fixture avalanche – 
Sandhurst having to play 11 games in 10 days at one point – there is a bigger picture to consider 
here.

Tackling congested fixture pile-ups come March and April is no new dilemma for clubs these 
days, and therein lies the problem.

On average, you can expect to lose at least two or three league fixtures over the course of the 
season, but on the odd year of extraordinary weather patterns such as this, contingency plans have 
to be put in place.

It’s not necessarily the regulation league season which is causing the problem – there are enough 
Saturdays and Tuesdays in the calendar to comfortably take in a 46-game season – but the 
numerous cup competitions which clubs are often obliged, or felt pressured to, compete in.

Take my old friends down at Fleet Town, for example. These days, the Blues ply their trade in 
the Wessex League Premier but that just scratches the surface of a gruelling first-team campaign 
which also takes in FA Cup, FA Vase, Wessex League Cup, Hampshire Senior Cup, Southern 
Combination Cup, Russell Cotes Cup and Aldershot Senior Cup.

Eagle-eyed readers of The NLP’s extensive fixtures page may have noticed that there are some 
regional or district cup competitions still trying to get through delayed second or third round 
matches. Indeed, for some, the backlog of fixtures is often so great that the competitions have. in 
the past, been carried over into the pre-season of the following campaign.

Sadly, though, one of Non-League football’s great institutions is also implicated here – the 
County Cup.

This week, we saw two instances of National League clubs having to all but relinquish their 
challenge for honours at the semi-final stage due to fixture clashes.

Firstly, in Hampshire, we heard that Aldershot Town had been informed by the Hampshire Senior 
Cup sub-group that their semi-final tie against Basingstoke Town HAD to be played on Tuesday 
April 18.

But the Shots – proud six-time County Cup winners - had already rearranged their crucial 
National League game with Wealdstone for that date, meaning that despite their best efforts to 
arrange an alternative date, they had no choice but to fulfil their fixture but field their Under 21 
academy side.



“The club wanted to move the fixture to give our supporters an opportunity to attend both our 
League fixture with Wealdstone and Cup fixture with Basingstoke but regret that unfortunately a 
choice between the two will have to be made,” a club statement confirmed.

“We’re incredibly proud of their achievements so far in this year’s Hampshire Senior Cup and will 
be supporting the youngsters from Wealdstone.”

And, it was the same story along the south coast at Worthing.

Following the postponement of their National League South game with Cheshunt to a waterlogged 
pitch last week, the match was put back to the only available date left available, Tuesday April 25.

This, however, had been listed just 24 hours before the Rebels’ already scheduled Sussex Senior 
Cup semi-final against Hastings United.

Despite constant dialogue with the National League and Sussex County FA to see if the congestion 
could be eased, a solution could not be found owing to “multiple factors”, again meaning Worthing 
will have to field an under-strength side for the Hastings game with play-offs still very much in the 
offing.

Club chairman Barry Hunter commented: “Naturally this creates a huge conflict as it schedules us to 
play four games in eight days, which is not possible without compromise.

“We would also plan to speak with the Sussex FA at the end of the season in the hope we could 
work with them and other clubs to find ways to avoid the congestion experienced this season.”

Barry is right, discussions do need to be had. Most supporters have some very fond memories from 
their club’s respective County Cup competitions and take great pride in claiming regional bragging 
rights should their club be lucky enough to lift the trophy.

But the fact remains that County FAs such as Hampshire and Sussex can’t expect the likes of 
Aldershot and Worthing to put their whole season on the line at this crucial stage when there is still 
so much to play for in the league. If anything, they should be supporting their member clubs in their 
quest to achieve a highest possible league position. I mean, it’s in their best interests, right?

The plight of Aldershot and Worthing – and no doubt other clubs up and down the country – will 
once again place the future of the County Cup into doubt.

Personally, I like to think they still have a part to play in the fabric of a Non-League season, but 
unless there is more understanding and flexibility in the fulfilling of priority fixtures, then the more 
difficulty I have in making an argument for it to remain on the modern-day fixture list.

Something, somewhere along the line surely has to give.

By Jon Couch
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PUT IT THERE!: 
Dan Gallimore, left, 

salutes Scunthorpe 

United team-mate  
Elliott Whitehouse 
during the 3-2 win 
over Sheffi eld United

PICTURE: Luke Broughton 

THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST

STEP 3&4 FIXTURES: GET PLANNING FOR 2022-23 WITH 

THE FULL SCHEDULE FROM ALL THE TRIDENT LEAGUES

INSIDE:

AND

AMERICAN 
DREAM FOR 

EX-KIDDY 
STAR ED 

MOORS ACE 
HUDLIN BAGS 
BIG SWITCH 

TO EFL

AS a heatwave sweeps 

the country, Non-

League clubs stepped 

up their preparations 

for the 2022-23 season 

– and National League 

new boys Scunthorpe 

United warmed their 

fans with a friendly win 

over Sheffield United.

The Iron blunted the  

League One Blades in 

the first-half  through 

Colin Daniel’s double 

and Alfie Beestin’s 

strike.
Rhian Brewster and 

Senegalese internation-

al Iliman Ndiaye pulled 

United closer but Keith 

Hill’s side held on to 

win their first home 

game since relegation 

from the EFL 3-2. 

 The big kick-off  is in 

just three weeks.

Iron fi re as season

inches ever closer
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DOUBLE TROUBLE: Notts County new boy Macaulay 
Langstaff enjoys the first of his two goals in their 3-0 National League win over Maiden-head United

PICTURE: John Sumpter

THE ORIGINAL AND THE BESTSOUTHERN STEP 3UP AND RUNNING
ROAD TO WEMBLEY! FA CUP EXTRA PRELIMS

THE NATIONAL League roared back into action with a thrilling opening day that saw goals aplenty – and seven red cards!
Notts County sum-mer signing Macaulay Langstaff  had a debut to remember as he fired in twice to put his side in control against Maidenhead United before Joel Taylor completed the scoring.Red-hot favourites Wrexham were on the ropes at home to Eastleigh before their marquee addition El-liot Lee turned the game on its head with 

a double to win 2-1 in front of  a near 10,000 crowd.
Dorking Wanderers marked their Step 1 bow by coming from two goals down to draw 2-2 with a Chesterfield side who had to play most of  the clash with 

midfielder Ollie Banks in goal following Lu-cas Covolan’s first-half  red card.
The Spireites fin-ished with nine men, as did Boreham Wood in their 1-0 victory over Southend United at Roots Hall.

DRAGONS ROAR: Elliot Lee inspired Wrexham with two goals to beat Eastleigh 2-1 late on
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COOLLY DOES IT!
James Jones was 
among the goals as 
Wrexham saw off 
Macclesfi eld FC 4-0

PICTURE: Gemma Thomas

THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST

RED-HOT favourites Wrex-
ham laid down a mark-
er ahead of Saturday’s 
National League season 
opener with a ruthless 
pre-season show. 

The ruthless Red Drag-
ons, backed by Hollywood 
owners Ryan Reynolds and 
Rob McElhenney, showed 
they clearly mean busi-
ness this term with a 4-0 
victory over Macclesfield 
in their first game back at 

the Racecourse Ground.
Wrexham just missed out 
on last year’s title to Stock-
port County and were beat-
en in the FA Trophy final 
by Bromley.

Now they’re out to prove 
the doubters wrong and fi-
nally end their 15-year stay 
in Non-League.

Fellow contenders Notts 
County, though, showed 
they will be no pushovers 
after a 1-0 away win at York 
City.
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Dragons make 
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Dragons make 
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Last Saturday’s Resuts in the North

Today’s games 



Harry Fairs 
Perry Dunn

Danny Cossington
Billy Johnson 

Rob Lacey 
James White 

Jack Thompsoon
Adatayo Adedoja
Harrison Topliss

Sam Collins
Ibrahim Kamara

Jacob Bland
Thomas Duffy

Freddie Moriarty
9David Knight
Billy Johnson

Anjeolaoluwa Adamu
Warren Kayembe
Omari Williams
Hafeez Elegushi

David Hughes
Oliver Caley-Brown

Reece Harris
Ben Hunter 

Joe Grimwood
Jayden Gipson
Joshua Stokes

Harrison Chatting 
Nnamdi Nwachuku

Reggie Lambe
Sakariya Hassan
Joshua Mayhew
George Cocklin

Lionel Ainsworth
Marley Andrews

Jamie Shaw

Referee: Oliver Morris-Sanders
 Assistants:  Dumitru Vasile & James Perry

Manager
Rick Andrews

AFC SudburyGreat Wakering
Rovers FC

Manager 
Steve Roberts

Rovers would like to thank you all for your fantastic support 
this season and every season.


