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Official Matchday Programme

“The Isthmian Football League 
strongly supports the FA statement 

that there should be a zero-tolerance 
approach against racism and all forms 

of discrimination. 
Accordingly, any form of 

discriminatory abuse whether it by 
reason of age, disability, gender 

reassignment, race, religion and belief, 
marriage and civil partnership, 

pregnancy and maternity, sex and 
sexual orientation or any other form of 
abuse will be reported to The Football 

Association for action by that 
Association.” (The FA 0800 085 0508 

/ Kick it Out 020 7253 0162).The 
Isthmian League and all Member 

Clubs in the League are committed to 
promoting equality by treating people 
fairly and with respect, by recognising 
that inequalities may exist, by taking 
steps to address them and providing 

access and opportunities for all 
members of the community.”
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Secretary:   Dan Ellis
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Social Secretary:   Elaine Pitts
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Physio:    Lewis Cattling
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Trusties
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Great Wakering Rovers are a members club run 
by a members committee and Trusties

We Are Rovers



Good afternoon and welcome to Burroughs Park for today’s Isthmian North 
match between Great Wakering Rovers and Tilbury. 

We would like to wish our visiting players, Management, Committee Members 
and Supporters a very warm welcome and hope they enjoy the facilities on offer. 
  
We would also like to extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials visiting 
us this afternoon. In the middle we are pleased to have Oliver Morris-Sanders 
alongside Kenneth Reeves & Chay Hathway, we hope you enjoy your short stay 
with us. 

Today’s game sees us host Tilbury in a lower half of the table clash.

Both teams are coming in to today’s game off the back of a loss, with Tilbury 
losing out at home to Stowmarket and Rovers losing out to a 94th minute 
winning away at Brentwood.

The last time both clubs meet was at the start of last season and was a top of 
the table clash ending in a 3 all draw and see Tilbury topping the league with 
Rovers close behind in 4th, so very similar positions just at the other end of the 
table.
 
Hope you Enjoy the game. 

Dan Ellis  
Club Secretary

Welcome To Burroughs Park



THE PHRASE ‘magic of the cup’ is synonymous with the FA Cup’s early rounds but in 
recent weeks it has been used alongside the FA Trophy.

The competition for the top four tiers of Non-League football is now entering the last 16 
and those clubs will be starting to dream of the Wembley final in May.

While some National League sides may devalue the Trophy in place of league success 
and promotion to the Football League, the knock-out competition, which has been 
played since 1969, provides a valuable opportunity to lower-league clubs.

Just look what it meant for Needham Market last weekend winning a dramatic penalty 
shootout 8-7 at top-flight Yeovil Town, who have created plenty of their own cup 
history. Market boss Kevin Horlock described it as a ‘special day’ for the Step 3 side.

Elsewhere, Cheshunt, also playing at the same level as Needham, won 3-0 at National 
League South club St Albans City while Morpeth Town came out on the right side of a 
seven-goal thriller against Step 2 Boston United, winning 4-3. Tonbridge Angels upset 
National League King’s Lynn Town too.

And it’s not even the victories that can provide memories. Larkhall Athletic, of the 
Southern League Division One South, enjoyed a trip to National League high-flyers 
Stockport County on Saturday.

It was the furthest the club had been in the competition and they made sure to make the 
most of it by staying over on the Friday night AND Saturday to enjoy themselves 
post-match. The Larks supporters travelled well too with 169 in attendance at Edgeley 
Park.

Larkhall manager Ollie Price, no stranger to a big cup tie having played against Norwich 
City in a televised FA Cup first round game for Paulton Rovers, told The NLP of the 
club’s excitement before the Stockport fixture. “It’s an absolutely incredible draw, it’ll 
be a fantastic day for the club and everyone connected,” he said. “This is what it’s all 
about. I know they say the magic of the FA Cup but this is the magic of the Trophy!”



The FA Trophy is made extra special by the FA’s persistence to play the final at 
Wembley on Non-League Finals Day, also featuring the FA Vase which always 
delivers a brilliant spectacle – the last six finals have produced 24 goals between 
them!

Some supporters may say the final should be held at a smaller, more intimate 
ground but speak to any manager or player and they will say they want to be 
walking out under the arch.

We’ve been treated to so many great finals over the years, not least most recently 
when Step 3 Hornchurch beat Hereford. It’s given many clubs from the same 
level hope they can go all the way too.

Brackley Town’s penalty victory over Bromley was also dramatic, so too was 
North Ferriby United’s upset of Wrexham in 2015. The memories go on and on.

So, the Trophy is still special, still ‘magic’ and it was a pleasure to have 
Needham Market’s upset taking centre-stage on our front page last weekend – 
sorry Yeovil fans, you had your turn last month in the FA Cup!

By David Richardson
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MAKING HISTORY:
Leon Arnasalam is 
mobbed by team-mates 
after scoring the 
historic fi rst goal for 
Step 5 Macclesfi eld

PICTURE: Richard Parkes

PRE-SEASON 
FRIENDLY ACTION

GUILLEM BALAGUE 
EXCLUSIVE COLUMN

ALL SET FOR THE 
FA CUP KICK-OFF

RETURN
OF THE 

MACCLESFIELD player-boss Danny 

Whitaker hailed a bright new era for 

the Silkmen after victory in their 

fi rst competitive fi xture. 
Supporters returned to Moss Rose to 

see the phoenix club beat Burscough 

1-0 in the North West Counties Premier.

Macclesfield Town were wound-up 

last September before local business-

man Robert Smethurst purchased the 

ground and formed the new club.

“It’s a new era for us all here,” said 

Macc legend Whitaker, who won pro-

motion to the EFL with the old club. 

“It’s been a long journey to get to 

this point but I have to say that today 

ranks up there with some of  my best 

ever days at the club.”

FANTASY
NON- LEAGUE

WIN
£5000
ENTRY FORM 

INSIDE!

MACC!MACC!
Silkmen’s new era 

begins with a winbegins with a win

THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST

SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 



Tilbury F.C. now have concrete proof that they were formed in 1889, and competed in the Gravesend League 
from 1889/1890. With the Docks being the only employer of any size in the area, all the Players and Officials 
of the Club were Dockers, hence the adoption of the nickname, “The Dockers”, which still stands today.

The aim of the Club was to gain success at Junior level via the Essex Junior Cup, and thereby to eventually 
bring Senior Level Football to the Town. Tilbury soon made a name at the Junior level, with successive 
League championships, and an appearance in the Final of the Junior Cup in 1903/04, where they were 
defeated after a replay by Chelmsford Arc Works. It was to be another 5 years before they reached the Final 
again, in 1908/09, but this time they carried off the Trophy by defeating the County’s oldest club, Saffron 
Walden Town. 

However, at this stage, support for the club was poor. Only a couple of miles down the road, Grays Athletic 
were now playing in Senior ranks, and Grays Thurrock United were playing Professionally in the Southern 
League. Most local fans were going to these clubs, and finances for Tilbury were very tight. At the end of the 
1910/11 season, the club also lost it’s home ground, and the Committee decided that the club should take a 
break from playing while it sought a new home base.

The intended short break stretched to three seasons, and was then further extended by the outbreak of the 
First World War, in 1914. As a result, it was not until 1919/20 that Tilbury were able to resume, this time in 
the South Essex League. They became Champions of that League in 1921/22, and were again a force in the 
County Junior ranks. The big push for advancement into Senior ranks came in 1924/25. The Title was again 
captured, and so was the Essex Junior Cup. As a result, in the following season, Tilbury were invited to enter 
the Essex Senior Cup instead, which they accepted, as they realised that some good results would really aid 
their cause.

In 1926/27, Tilbury reached the 3rd Round of the Cup, the first Junior side to do so, and also became the first 
Junior club to knock a Senior club out of the Cup, when they played superbly to defeat the mighty 
Walthamstow Avenue 3-2. During the Summer, they were granted Senior status by the Essex F.A.

Disaster almost struck however. Application was made to several Leagues but, one by one, they were all 
rejected, and it looked as though Tilbury were doomed. At the very last moment, the Kent League stepped 
in and offered them a place, which was eagerly accepted. With Tilbury remaining as one of only 5 Amateur 
clubs in a Professional competition, it was no surprise that they found it tough going on the field of play.

Off the field, however, the 4 seasons spent in the Kent League were a success. Tilbury enjoyed their time in 
the League and made many friends and contacts. It was an off-field matter, though, that led to them 
eventually leaving the competition. The League had expanded in size greatly since Tilbury joined, and added 
to the difficulty of continually crossing the Thames was the end of season fixture congestion.

This meant a great many midweek matches and, with no Floodlights in those days, those games had to kick 
off at 4.30pm, and Tilbury nearly always had to field weakened teams due to players’ work commitments. At 
the end of the 1930/31 season, the Committee very reluctantly took the decision that the club would have to 
move on. They made an application to join the London League, one of those that had rejected them 4 years 
earlier, and this time were accepted.

Tilbury stayed in the London League until 1939, when the outbreak of the Second World War led to the 
disbandment of most Senior Leagues. During that spell, they were twice 4th in the table, and once reached 
the League Cup Final, but were mostly to be found in the bottom half of the League Table. In September 
1939, all Football was forced to return to a more local basis, due to Travel restrictions and Fuel rationing. 
Along with 9 other local clubs, Tilbury formed the War Time South Essex Combination.

Tilbury A Brief Histoy 



They completed the 1939/40 season in this League, but at the end of that 
campaign were forced to disband for the duration, when their ground was 
commandeered by the Army, as a site for the Anti-Aircraft Guns brought in to 
protect the Docks.

Tilbury resumed in the London League in 1946/47, and then on a new home 
ground, the present Chadfields in 1947/48, and embarked upon a four season 
spell of much success and National recognition.  They reached 2 successive 
Essex Senior Cup Finals, were 3 times League Runners Up, and were 
desperately unlucky to be knocked out of the F.A. Amateur Cup at the Quarter 
Final stage, when  reduced to 9 fit men through injury.

The proudest moment, though, came in the F.A. Cup. In 1949/50, Tilbury fought their way through to the 1st 
Round Proper, eventually going down 0-4 away to a Notts County side led by the legendary England centre 
forward Tommy Lawton. In the previous round replay, at home to Gorleston, a crowd of 5,500 had packed 
into St. Chad’s Road, and that  is still the official Ground Record. The proceeds from this Cup run were used, 
a few years later, to buy the Freehold to the 13 acre site that the Ground stands on.

In 1950/51 Tilbury moved into the Corinthian League. Apart from one League Cup Final, this was   to be a 
barren 7 year spell, and at the end of that time they returned to the London League. The move into the 
Corinthian ranks had coincided with the gradual break up of the successful but ageing post-War side. The 
move back to the London League now coincided with the coming together of an extremely talented bunch of 
local young players, that brought great success in the coming seasons.

In 1957/58, Tilbury finished 3rd in the London League, but in each of the next 4 campaigns were the 
undisputed Champions. On 3 occasions they also captured the League Cup. Also, in 1960/61, the Essex 
Senior Cup was won for the first time, when Walthamstow Avenue were beaten 4-1 (aet) in the Final, just 3 
weeks after tby winning thehey had won the Amateur Cup at Wembley.

1962/63 saw Tilbury move into the Delphian League. This was to be the Winter of the “Big Freeze”, which 
almost totally disrupted all Sport throughout the Country for a period of almost 3 months. This was to 
coincide with that League’s last ever season. In 1963/64, that League joined the expanded Athenian League 
set up, becoming the bottom Division of a 3 Division set up. The Athenian League being the Premier 
Division, the Corinthian League being Division One and the Delphian, Division Two.

Tilbury were inaugural Champions of Division Two, also winning the Essex Senior Cup again. 5 seasons 
later, they completed the climb to the Premier Division, by winning the Division One championship. 5 
seasons were spent in the Athenian Premier Division before, in 1973/74, they joined the newly formed 
Isthmian League Division Two, which was later re-named Division One.

In 1974/75, they became the first ever winners of the Isthmian League Cup, and 12 months later were the 
Division One Champions. 5th place in their first Premier Division season was the best Tilbury could achieve 
in their 5 season stay, before being relegated back to Division One.

However, during that spell, in 1977/78, Tilbury enjoyed a remarkable run in the F.A. Cup, as they started 
in the Preliminary Round and fought their way right through to the 3rd Round Proper, before going down 
0-4 away to Stoke City. The storm clouds were already forming though, and just 2 seasons later relegation 
followed, amid a financial crisis so severe that the Club almost died.



Since then, Tilbury have found things tough. They have suffered relegation on several occasions, but have 
mostly bounced back fairly quickly, but the successes of previous years have never been re-captured.

In 2004/05, Tilbury finished their one season in the Southern League Division One East in rock bottom 
position, and were relegated to the Essex Senior League. They bounced back immediately, and earned a 
return to Isthmian ranks, and have managed to remain there since.

The past 2 seasons were moderately successful, with two 11th place finishes in the League, and in 2008/09  
Tilbury won the Isthmian League Cup and the East Anglian Cup, these were their first Trophies in 30 years.

2010/2011, with a new Manager in Paul Vaughan, and a tie-up with South Essex College Academy, saw the 
Club  hoping to build for the future. With an inexperienced squad, the first half of the campaign was a real 
struggle, and by Xmas Tilbury were in real danger of relegation. However, as he gained experience, Vaughan 
gradually rebuilt and reinforced his squad, and the 2nd half of the campaign saw a run of results that steered 
the Club to safety well before the end of the season. 

2011/12 saw Tilbury greatly exceed their expectations, as Vaughan’s squad stayed in and around the 
promotion race all season, clinching a play-off place with a game to spare. Sadly, though, it ended in extra 
time defeat against Needham Market. Success spread through the club as well, with the newly formed 
Reserves, comprised mainly of  players under 21 years old, coming second in the Essex Senior Reserve 
League, and winning the League Cup.

Unfortunately, this level could not be maintained over the next few seasons, as Tilbury continually lost some 
of their better players to higher level clubs, and Vaughan was continually having to rebuild his squad. The 
Club’s Academy proved it’s worth in this respect, as Tilbury still managed to finish in a respectable position.

In October 2014, Paul Vaughan stepped down as Manager, and the Club acted quickly to appoint player Gary 
Henty as the new boss, and he acted quickly to appoint former Tilbury player Danny Smith as his assistant 
and another ex-”Docker” George Young as Coach.

Tilbury finished that season in a comfortable lower mid-table position, but showed great improvement in 
2015/16, at one time being as high as 5th, on the back of a very long unbeaten run. This included good runs 
in both the Essex Senior Cup and F.A.Trophy, with no fewer than 3 National League sides being defeated.

However, as the season entered it’s final few weeks, their poor disciplinary record came back to bite them, 
with player suspensions taking  their toll leading to a fall down the Table to 11th. That pattern was repeated in 
2016/17. The first half of the season saw Tilbury in or just below the Play-Off places, but in the second half of 
the campaign a dramatic loss of form of just 3 wins from 22 games saw them plummet down as low as 17th.

The season was rescued in the final month, in which Tilbury went unbeaten, winning three and drawing two 
of the final five League matches, climbing back up to a respectable 12th position. On the cup front, Tilbury 
had a fine run through to the Semi-Final of the Essex Senior Cup, before going down narrowly to National 
South side East Thurrock United. 

Unfortunately, Tilbury suffered a terrible run of results in October of 2017. A heavy defeat in the F.A. Trophy 
brought about the resignations of manager and assistant, Gary Henty & Danny Smith, plus coach George 
Young. 

Once again, the Club turned to a former player to take over. Joe Keith returned to the club and brought in 
a few new signings over the next few weeks, and guided the club to a safe final position. However, this run 
could not be maintained, and in October of the next season, with the Club lying second from bottom, the 
Management Team was changed again.

Marc Harrison, a former Under 16 side Manager at Tilbury, had enjoyed a very successful spell with 
Basildon United, and now returned to Chadfields, bringing Liam Wallace with him as his Assistant. Making 



several new signings, they immediately brought about a big improvement, and took the club right up to 7th 
place, before a final day defeat away to the Division Champions sent them back to a final 10th place finish.

2019/20 got off to a slow start for the Club, but once they got going they rapidly climbed up the League 
Table. By March, Tilbury were sitiing comfortably in 4th position, and seemed certain of a place in the 
Promotion Play-Offs. Then, the Covid 19 virus created a Pandemic that swept across the World, and caused 
the Isthmian and many other Leagues to be declared Null & Void, with all Football coming to a close.

2020/21 got off to an even better start, and Tilbury found themselves as the early season League Leaders. 
Once again, however, the Covid Pandemic raised it’s head. The situation across the Country deteriorated 
greatly and Lockdown once more came into force. As in the previous campaign, that signalled, eventually, 
the abandonment of the season, and denied Tilbury what seemed a near certain place at least in the Play-Offs. 
With all restrictions lifted from July 12th 2021, and with most of the squad retained plus one or two quality 
additions, the Club are hoping that fate does not intervene again, and that they can challenge for the honours.

Meet Some Of The Dockers 
Harry Girling 
Goalkeeper. 23 years old. Signed for the Dockers in August 
2020 from Premier side Cheshunt. Harry caught the eye 
with some spectacular saves in the three seasons he has was 
with the club. Was a signed professional with Millwall

Eljay Worrell
Defender. 31 years old. Re-joined the club after being player 
of the year in 2012. Has years of Isthmian League 
experience with Grays Athletic, Great Wakering, Basildon 
United and Redbridge. Can be a dangerous player moving 
up the pitch. Has played over 50 times for the club.

Sam Jeremiah
Striker 20 years old. Formally of Basildon United and Great 
Wakering, Signed for the Dockers in January 2022

Lee Noble
Midfield. 33 years old. Signed in September 2020 after 12 
years of service at National league side Dartford and played 
nearly 500 times. Has won the Isthmian League Division 
One (North) and Premier Division, plus 2 Kent Senior Cup 
medals. A strong influence in the midfield

Lewis smith 
Midfield. 31 years old. Re-joined the club for the second 
time from East Thurrock United in 2019. Leading scorer for 
the club during the 2018/19 season.

Charlie Kendall
Midfield. 25 years old. Joined the Dockers in July 2019 
from play off winners Heybridge Swifts. Has previously 
played in a successful Basildon United side. Hard working 
player.

Casum Tiffin
Midfield 28 years old.  A former docker at reserve level.  
Returned to the club in December 2021 having played 
olympian and essex senior reserves football.

Roman Campbell
Striker. 21 years old. Signed from Faversham Town in Oc-
tober 2021. Has expereince at Gillingham Youth. Has some 
Isthmian league experience Striker 20 years old.

Frankie Stone 
Defender. 20 years old. Joined the Dockers in August 21. 
Has experience at Braintree, Basildon United and Bowers 
and Pitsea. Previously a Colchester United Trainee.

Remi Nelson
Midfield 33 yr old, signed for the club in December 2021. 
an experienced player  having played previously for Red-
bridge and Romford.

Jamal Allen
Defender 27 years old. Became a docker in October 2021.  
Has dabbled in a midfield role but settled more at the back. 
A very versatile player that has previously played at Man-
ford way and more recently Hullbridge Sports

George Allen
Defender 26 years old.  Joined the club in November 2021 
from local rivals Aveley, the first signing by Dockers gaffer 
Keith Rowland. George brings plenty of experience at this 
level having previously played for Braintree, East 
Thurrock,Canvey and Coggeshall.

Jordan Peart 
Defender 23 years old.  A pacey attacking defender. Jordan 
has experience previously at Barking and East Thurrock

Jesse Olukolu
Midfield 18 years old.  Joined the Dockers in December 
2021 after leaving league rivals Romford. A quick attacking 
minded player that always looks dangerous with the ball at 
his feet.

Chris Miller
Midfield 23 years old. A creative midfielder who came through the ranks of Charlton Athletic. Previous experience in the 
Isthmian North playing for Maldon & Tiptree and the play off winning Heybridge Swifts.  More recently stepped up to 

Concord Rangers and a short spell at Bowers & Pitsea.







Rovers @ Home 
Date Time Opponents Compotition Score 

14/08/2021 3pm Witham Town Isthmian North 2-3
21/08/2021 3pm Heybridge Swifts Emirates FA Cup 3-1
30/08/2021 3pm Basildon United Isthmian North 0-4

3-518/09/2021 3pm Peterborough Sports Emirates FA Cup
28/09/2021 7:45pm Grays Athletic Isthmian North P-P

3-5
1-0
P-P
3-0
3-4
1-4
1-1
P-P

12/10/2021 7:45pm Brentwood Town Isthmian North
16/10/2021 3pm Hullbridge Sports Isthmian North
30/10/2021 3pm Bury Town Isthmian North
13/11/2021 3pm Romford Isthmian North
04/12/2021 3pm Hashtag United Isthmian North
18/12/2021 3pm Aveley Isthmian North
01/01/2022 3pm Barking Isthmian North
08/01/2022 3pm Coggeshall town Isthmian North
22/01/2022 3pm Tilbury Isthmian North
05/02/2022 3pm AFC Sudbury Isthmian North
19/02/2022 3pm Stowmarket Town Isthmian North
05/03/2022 3pm Heybridge Swifts Isthmian North
19/03/2022 3pm Maldon & Tiptree Isthmian North
02/04/2022 3pm Felixstowe & Walton United Isthmian North
16/04/2022 3pm Canvey Island Isthmian North
23/04/2022 3pm Dereham Town Isthmian North



Rovers @ Away 
Date Time Opponents Compotition Score 

27/08/2021 7:45pm Aveley Isthmian North 0-4
3-1
1-1
1-2

04/09/2021 3pm Felixstowe & Walton United FA Cup
11/09/2021 3pm Dereham Town Isthmian North
14/09/2021 7:45pm Tilbury Isthmian North
25/09/2021 3pm Stowmarket Town The FA Trophy
09/10/2021 3pm Chichester City The FA Trophy        2-1

1-2
2-3
2-1
P-P
2-1
P-P
3-2
0-1

23/10/2021 3pm Stowmarket Town Isthmian North
06/11/2021 3pm Heybridge Swifts Isthmian North
20/11/2021 3pm Maldon & Tiptree Isthmian North
27/11/2021 3pm Felixstowe & Walton United Isthmian North
11/12/2021 3pm Witham Town Isthmian North
27/12/2021 3pm Basildon United Isthmian North
03/01/2022 3pm Canvey Island Isthmian North
15/01/2022 3pm Brentwood Town Isthmian North
29/01/2022 3pm Grays Athletic Isthmian North
12/02/2022 3pm Hullbridge Sports Isthmian North
26/02/2022 3pm Bury Town Isthmian North
12/03/2022 3pm Romford Isthmian North
26/03/2022 3pm Hashtag United Isthmian North
09/04/2022 3pm Coggeshall Town Isthmian North
18/04/2022 3pm Barking Isthmian North

1-1
4-3 Pens







Sponsor a player 

Jaiden Babalola

Covo Martin Tuohy
Sponsord by 
Kerri Webb

George Cox
Sponsord by 
Elaine Pitts 

Tim Brown Billy Harris 

Louie Hay Lewis Jaggs 
Sponsord by 
Colin Webb

Connor Martin
Sponsored by 
Fred Smith 



Shaye 
McKenzie-La-Rose

Billy Johnson Jack Glenister

If you would like to sponsor a player 
please speak to our Chairman David Patient 

or 
Secretary Dan Ellis 





This weeks Fixtures
in the north

Results form last weekend

Today in the North 



Tim Brown
George Cox
Billy Harris 
Louie Hay

Tom Anderson 
Lewis Jaggs

Billy Johnson 
Connor Martin
Matin Tuohy

Jack Glenister 
Ben Brookes

Jermaine Anderson
Lewis Catling 

Billy Knott
Jack Coventry-James

Morisi Gelashvili
Samuel Blackholly

Alex Clark

Harry Girling
Casum Tiffin
Jordan Peart

Lee Noble 
Jamal Allen 

George Allen
Chris Millar 

Charlie Kendal
Roman Campbell

Sam Jeremiah
Lewis Smith
Remi Nelson
Sam George

Jesse Olukolu                              
Frankie Stone
Eljay Worrell

Referee:  Oliver Morris-Sanders
Assistants: Kenneth Reeves & Chay Hathway

Manager
Keith Rowland

TilburyGreat Wakering
Rovers FC

Manager 
John Coventry

Up next at home 
5th February 2022

Vs AFC Sudbury 3pm 


