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Good afternoon and welcome to Burroughs Park for today’s match between Great 
Wakering Rovers and Canvey Island.  
 
We would like to wish our visiting players, Management, Committee Members and 
Supporters a very warm welcome and hope they enjoy the facilities on offer.  
   
We would also like to extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials visiting us today. 

In the middle we are pleased to have Michael Mackey and his Assistants Alexander 
Kyriacou and Bruno Marques, we hope you enjoy your short stay with us.  

As you all might know Wiggo broke his leg scoring against Hullbridge Sports back on 
the 5th November, Wiggo is still in hospital and has had 3 operations , 4 pints of blood 
and is waiting for a skin graft some time next week.

The Rovers boys and committee are looking to raise some money for Wiggo cos 
something you might not know, Josh is self employed and as he hasn’t worked since 
the 5th he’s not been paid.

so if you would like to help Wiggo out please dig deep and put some money in the 
bucket and let’s support one of our own.

Let’s hope today’s game is as entertaining as always and you all enjoy the game. 

Dan Ellis   
Club Secretary

Welcome To Burroughs Park



Last weekends Round from the 
Isthmian teams

By Ian Townsend

Tooting and Sudbury headed to the coast to take on Premier 
Division opposition, and both fired four goals! They lead our round 
up of Saturday’s action.

We had giant killing, we had new leaders in two of our four divisions, and we had rain of 
biblical proportions for the third Saturday in a row. We’ll start our round up in the FA Trophy, 
and we’ll head to Hartsdown Park.

In our preview on Friday we wrote that Margate were still searching for consistency, and 
that visitors Tooting and Mitcham United were struggling to recapture their early season 
form. Well the Terrors certainly hit the heights once more, the South Central side thrashing 
their Premier Division hosts by four goals to nil. Danny Bassett got their opener five minutes 
before half time, his thirteenth goal of the season certainly proving unlucky for the Blues- but 
the Hartsdown Park faithful were more than cursing lady luck in the second half, as Connor 
French, David Castanho and Razzaq Coleman each found a way past Craig Holloway and his 
defence to make the margin of victory both emphatic and rather embarrassing.

Staying on the coast but heading from Kent to Sussex, Worthing, unbeaten in seven matches 
in all competitions, welcomed AFC Sudbury to Woodside Road. The Yellows had also been 
on a good run of form, with only one defeat in their previous six matches- a run which in-
cluded victory over Step Three Harrow Borough in the last round- and they were giantkillers 
once more, walloping four goals in the pouring rain. They were two up by half time, Reece 
Harris and Baris Altintop finding the Mackerel Men’s net, and when Callum Harrison got a 
third shortly after the restart it was as good as game over. Joel Colbran did manage to get a 
consolation for Worthing eleven minutes from time, but Liam Bennett restored Sudbury’s 
three goal advantage just before the end.

Just along the Sussex coast the story was rather different, as a battle of the Rocks saw Bognor 
Regis Town continue their fabulous recent form with a three-one win over East Thurrock 
United. Brad Lethbridge gave the hosts a ninth minute lead, and although United equalised 
just after the half hour through Alex Clark they were level for only one minute before Doug 
Tuck put the ball in the back of their net. Lethbridge made sure of victory for Bognor nine 
minutes after the break.

Basildon United put out the ‘Under New Management’ signs before entertaining Hornchurch, 
but the Urchins showed no mercy and scored six goals, including a Charlie Stimson hat trick. 
Marvin Morgan, Daniel Uchechi and Lewwis Spence got the others, whilst Ernest Okoh got a 
consolation for the Bees.



We had another hat trick at Enfield Town, and this one went to Billy Bricknell, who scored 
the first three goals of the game against Thatcham Town. In the last thirteen minutes 
Muhammadu Faal then got his usual goal- his fourteenth of the season- and he got his 
fifteenth shortly afterwards as the Towners rounded off an emphatic five-nil win.

Haringey Borough defeated Canvey Island in a replay of our North Division Playoff Final 
from 2017-18, Anthos Solomou and Dmitri Froxylias scoring for the hosts whilst Kane 
Gilbert got a goal back for the Gulls; whilst Leatherhead recorded a similar victory at 
Needham Market, Ibrahim Olutade and Travis Gregory keeping their excellent recent run 
going. That was the Tanners seventh consecutive win in all competitions.

Hastings United and Whitehawk will have to do it all again at the Enclosed Ground in 
midweek after a 2-2 draw at Pilot Field. Jake Eliott and Daniel Ajakaiye scored for the hosts, 
Connor Tighe and Kacper Lopata for the Hawks.

Three other sides will also need replays. Aveley travelled all the way to Somerset to take on 
Taunton Town, twice took the lead, but saw a late goal draw the hosts level in a pulsating 
three-three draw. Alex Akrofi, Jason Raad and George Sykes found the net for the Millers.

Tinashe Nkoma gave Westfield the lead over Hartley Wintney, only for an equaliser to arrive 
just two minutes from time; whilst Bedfont Sports, a round behind the rest, will have even 
more fixture congestion to contend with after a draw at Hitchin Town. It was so nearly a 
victory as Sports took the lead in the first half through Darryl Sanders and held it until 
eighteen minutes before the end.

Potters Bar Town fell to a one-nil defeat at Cinderford Town, whilst Haywards Heath had an 
afternoon to forget, going down seven-nil at Royston Town.

Into the FA Cup, and in our one First Round match yesterday Carshalton Athletic couldn’t 
manage a repeat of their giant killing from the last round, going down four-one at home to 
Boston United. Christie Pattisson got the goal for the Robins.

Maldon & Tiptree travel to Leyton Orient today, whilst Kingstonian head to Macclesfield. 
Then tomorrow evening the draw for the Second Round will be on BBC2 at 7PM, live from 
Chichester City.

Premier Division

Horsham took advantage of Folkestone Invicta’s day off- they travel to Maldon in the Trophy 
in midweek- to replace them at the top of the Premier Division; and they did it in style, 
walloping Bowers & Pitsea by four goals to nil. Chris Smith got a hat trick, Dylan Merchant 
the other, a result which means that the Hornets maintain a record that has seen them lose 
only two matches since promotion, whereas their visitors have only won two and sit second 
from bottom.



The only side worse off than Bowers are Corinthian-Casuals, but 
perhaps they are on the up, as a Nathaniel Pinney double and a third 
from Jack Strange saw them record their first victory of the season 
at Bishop’s Stortford. Olly Miles got the last goal of the game for 
the Blues, in the very last minute, but it did them little good.

Another set of Blues were far happier, however, Wingate & 
Finchley climbing out of the bottom three with victory at Lewes. 
Charlie Ruff gave them a third minute lead, Henry Ochieng made it 
two just after the half hour, and although Charlie Coppola got one 

back for the Rooks around the hour mark that was the end of the scoring.

The biggest victory of the day came at Cray Wanderers, where the hosts slammed six goals 
past those other Ambers, Cheshunt. Joseph Taylor got three of them, continuing a remarkable 
goalscoring record which has seen the Wands striker get nineteen goals in his last sixteen 
matches. Taylor’s goals all came in an eight minute spell midway through the second half, 
and his side already had three by then, Joel Rollinson- in the first minute- and a double from 
Lee Lewis leaving Cheshunt shellshocked. Ryan Moss had earlier got their equaliser, from 
the spot, but it was all downhill from there for the visitors.

North Division

Neither Bury Town nor Maldon and Tiptree had a fixture, so Heybridge Swifts were able to 
close the gap on them at the top with an emphatic five-one win over Romford. Alex Teniola 
got a hat trick in the first half, and Evans Kouassi also found the back of the net as Swifts 
went into the break four goals to the good. Odei Martin-Sorondo made it five eighteen 
minutes from time, and Romford got a last minute goal from Warren Kayembe to show for 
their efforts.

Coggeshall Town, in fourth, are level on points with Swifts courtesy of a last minute 
equaliser at home to Tilbury. Sadly it was an own goal, and the Dockers will be disappointed 
as they’d held a one-nil lead- given to them by Brian Moses- for a full hour before crumbling 
right at the end.

Jake Gordon scored the only goal of the game as Great Wakering Rovers climbed to fifth at 
Soham Town Rangers, whilst a late Danny Gould strike saw Histon win by the same margin 
as they defeated Felixstowe and Walton United at the Glassworld Stadium.

Cambridge City are a place behind their landlords in ninth, and goals from Mikey Davis and 
Jarid Robson saw them earn a 2-1 win at Witham Town, for whom Marcus Bowers got a goal 
back in the second half.

South Central

It took until the very last minute, but Hanwell Town went to the top of the table yesterday; 
and ruined Ware’s unbeaten league record too. There was only one goal in the game, and it 
went to Joel Jacobs of the Geordies.



Chertsey Town also had the chance to go top, but the Curfews fell to defeat at Chalfont St Peter. 
Alex Yearwood gave the Saints the lead in the twenty fifth minute, but they held it for only five 
minutes before Jonathan Hippolyte equalised. Nine minutes after the restart Dan Williams got 
what was to prove the last goal of the match for the hosts, who end the day in seventh.

Uxbridge climbed to fifth, and they did it in emphatic style, walloping Hertford Town by five goals 
to one. A Callum Bunting hat trick did most of the damage, Alex Paine and Mahlondo Martin 
getting the other goals, whilst Ben Herd got one back for the hosts.

FC Romania got back to winning ways when walloping South Park. Adrian Hurdubei, Lawrence 
Neuruba, Cosmin Sandu and Vladut Sighiartau scored four for the Wolves, before Andrew Herring 
got a late goal for Sparks to slightly narrow the deficit.

Chipstead travelled to Northwood and Sam Bell, Tom Collins and Kyen Nicholas gave the visitors 
an emphatic three-nil victory; whilst our other two matches ended in one-one draws. Bracknell 
Town got a late, late equaliser at Larges Lane through Sean McCormack- Nathan Twum-
Koranteng having given visitors Waltham Abbey a first half lead; whilst Daniel Brown gave 
Ashford Town an early lead at Marlow only for Curtis Ujah to equalise just before the break.

South East

Cray Valley PM took advantage of Hastings United’s Trophy absence to go four points clear at 
the top, courtesy of a two-nil win at Ramsgate. Both goals came midway through the first half, 
Matthew A-Warren and Warren Mfula silencing the crowd at Southwood Stadium.

It was a tale of two doubles as Frankie Sawyer for Sevenoaks Town and Kaleem Haitham for 
Chichester City saw the match at Greatness Park end in a 2-2 draw; Oaks are third, City eleventh 
but with three matches in hand due to their cup heroics. VCD Athletic are fourth, and were the 
days big winners, goals from Henry Ikeije, Charlie MacDonald, Dominic Odusanya and 
Courtney Barrington earning them three points at Ashford United, for whom Tom O’Connor got a 
goal eighteen minutes from time. The Nuts and Bolts fall to seventh after losing their third 
consecutive match.

Herne Bay are fifth, but fell to a two goal defeat at Sittingbourne. Both goals came after the break, 
Joshua Oliver and Ben Fitchett scoring a minute after the restart and a minute before the end as the 
Brickies climb to fourteenth. Our image comes from Jace Parkes.

Faversham Town got themselves a new manager- read more about that later- and three points, 
Luke Griffiths getting the only goal of the game at East Grinstead Town, whilst Burgess Hill Town 
saw their new manager Jay Lovett celebrate his first league match in charge with three points and 
three goals, the Hillians defeating Guernsey three-nil. Pat Harding scored the first just after the 
half hour, and two late strikes from Aaron Smith-Joseph sealed victory.

Finally, Whyteleafe will be kicking themselves after getting only a point a Hythe Town. Emma-
nuel Mensah and Bentley Graham put the visitors two goals up after only ten minutes, and by that 
point their hosts were down to ten men, too- Callum Adonis-Taylor getting his marching orders. 
The ten remaining Cannons didn’t give up, however, and two goals in four second half minutes 
through Alex Flisher and Jamie Coyle earned them a point.



The Club was founded in 1926, but unfortunately most of the early records of the Club were lost in 
the devastating East Coast floods of 1953. The Club were very successful during their days in the 
local leagues, winning many cups and league championships in the process. During these years, 
the club appointed Denis Neville as manager, his first job after leaving his position as the Dutch 
National Team manager.

However, the club had drifted away towards the end of the 1980’s, and the very existence of 
Canvey Island FC was in serious doubt. When it looked as though the end was near, local 
businessman and former Canvey player Jeff King took over as manager, as well as helping to 
generate funds to take the club forward.

Canvey the enjoyed a meteoric rise up the football pyramid, the success starting in 1993 where The 
Gulls won the Essex Senior League and reached the semi-final of the FA Vase.

The Club then gained promotion to the Isthmian League in 1994 and won promotion from Division 
Three and Division Two in successive seasons. In 1995/96 after beating Conference team 
Hednesford Town in the FA Cup they reached the First Round Proper and drew 2-2 with Football 
League team Brighton & Hove Albion at Park Lane in front of a then ground record crowd of 3,400. 
The replay was lost at Brighton in front of a crowd of over 7,000. As well as winning Division Two 
the team were also winners of the Carlton Trophy and Thames-side Trophy.

The season 1998/99 was yet another exciting one for the supporters as the Club won the Division 
One championship and the Essex Senior Cup, beating Leyton Orient in the final. Season 1999/2000 
was the Club’s first season in the Premier Division of the Ryman League and they finished a very 
creditable fifth in the League and retained the Essex Senior Cup, defeating Purfleet in the Final.

The following season had seen the team win the FA Trophy by beating Forest Green Rovers 1-0 
in the final in front of over 10,000 people at Villa Park and thousands more watching live on 
television. To win the FA Trophy they had to beat four Conference League teams in succession - 
Stevenage Borough, Telford United, Chester City (over two legs) and Forest Green. In previous 
rounds Canvey defeated Harlow Town, Northwood and Bilston Town. Earlier in the season the 
Club had another great FA Cup run and after beating Braintree Town, King’s Lynn and Cambridge 
City they were drawn against Port Vale from the Second Division of the Football League. In an 
exciting match at Park Lane they drew 4-4 after being 4-2 down with only two minutes left to play. 
However, even better was to follow as they went to Port Vale and beat them 2-1 after extra time. 
They were then drawn at home to Football League neighbours Southend United. To accommodate 
the number of people wishing to see the game, Canvey agreed to transfer the match to Southend’s 
Roots Hall ground. A capacity crowd of 11,400 people saw the game, with record gate receipts for 
a game at Southend, and Canvey were narrowly beaten. These tremendous cup runs took their toll 
in the League. With a large number of matches being postponed on opponents’ grounds because 
of waterlogged pitches, it meant they had to complete the season with ten league games in fifteen 
days and consequently dropped points that may have taken them to the league title and a place in 
the Conference League. However, it was still a fine performance to finish runners-up in their second 
season in the Premier Division.

Today’s Visitors 



The Club had enjoyed a then record-breaking season the following year when they reached the 
Third Round Proper of the FA Cup for the first time. On the way they beat five teams including two 
from the Second Division of the Football League, Wigan Athletic at the JJB Stadium, and 
Northampton Town in front of a full house at Park Lane and five million television viewers on 
‘Match of the Day Live’. Burnley finally knocked them out in a memorable game at Turf Moor. 
They finished runners-up in the Ryman Premier League, despite winning thirty games and scoring 
108 goals, and in defending the FA Trophy the team had a fine run before narrowly losing away to 
the eventual winners, Yeovil Town. The team did, however, end the season with silverware when 
winning the Essex Senior Cup, beating Dagenham & Redbridge in the final.

Canvey had another fine League season the previous year, finishing runners-up in the Ryman 
Premier League. Although this was another superb performance, finishing thirteen points clear 
of the third placed club, it was tinged with disappointment as it was the third season running the 
Club had finished runners-up in their quest to reach the Conference League. Towards the end of 
the season the Club had a ground record attendance of 3,553 when playing the eventual champions 
Aldershot Town in a midweek League game. However, the disappointment was a mark of how far 
the Club had progressed over the last decade, since winning the Essex Senior League.

The next season saw Canvey reach the goal they had been working towards for the previous four 
years, as they won the Ryman Premier League by a margin of nineteen points. Canvey also reached 
the FA Trophy final and the 1st Round of the FA Cup. The League was clinched at Easter with 
seven games still to play and the team finally finished with a total of 104 points. The FA Trophy run 
included wins over Conference teams Farnborough Town and Telford United, in the two-legged 
semi-final, before losing 3-2 in an exciting final at Villa Park against Hednesford United. After a 
fine run in the FA Cup the team was narrowly beaten at home 3-2 by Third Division neighbours 
Southend United, after a 1-1 draw at Roots Hall.

Canvey’s first season in the Conference they finished in 18th position in the League table, achieving 
their initial aim of consolidation. The season started well with a draw at Carlisle United, in front of 
a 7,000 crowd, on the opening day and just one defeat in the first seven games, against the eventual 
champions Barnet. After this the Club lost some key players through injury for several months and 
struggled in the middle part of the season but came back strongly at the end to seal their status for a 
second season.
The following season saw the club achieve it’s highest ever league position, as they earned a 
respectable 14th place. However, the lack of success compared to previous seasons had taken its 
toll on the attendances, so much so that Jeff King made the decision to withdraw his financial and 
footballing interests from the club. However, the supporters of the club rallied together to allow the 
team to continue playing the following year in the Ryman League Division 1 North.

John Batch take over as manager for the 2006/07 campaign, with his reserve side from the previous 
season making up the bulk of the squad. A learning curve for all concerned very nearly ended up in 
promotion, though The Gulls narrowly missed out on a playoff place, finishing 6th on the last day 
of the season.

Canvey went one better the following season, gaining promotion to the Ryman Premier League 
through the Playoffs. A run of 5 wins from our final 6 games earned us a place in the playoffs, and 
after beating AFC Sudbury away 3-2 after extra time, The Gulls travelled to Redbridge for the final. 
After the match finished 1-1 after extra time, Canvey won a nailbiting penalty shootout 5-4 to earn 



promotion. During this season, Canvey also knocked out Ryman Premier League side Maidstone 
United from the FA Trophy, and reached the final of the Essex Thameside Trophy.

The 2008/09 season saw The Gulls return to the Ryman Premier League after an absence of 4 years. 
After being in and around the playoff positions for the majority of the season, Canvey eventually 
finished in a credible 12th position, completing a memorable double over rivals Billericay Town in 
the process (4-0 at home, 4-2 away). The following season was a disappointment in comparison, 
with Canvey in and around the playoffs at Christmas only to fall away and finish 16th come the end 
of the season, a place which they consolidated the following year.

The 2010/11 season was a vast improvement, and a superb second half of the season saw Canvey 
finish in 6th position, missing out on the playoff places on goal difference.

Manager John Batch stood down in January 2012, with the club lying in 10th place in the Ryman 
Premier League. Then first team coach Glen Alzapiedi took over as manager, with Batch remaining 
with the club in his role as a Director.

In April 2012 The Gulls won the Essex Senior Cup for the first time in a decade with a 1-0 victory 
against League One side Colchester United at Thurrock FC’s Ship Lane. Having defeated another 
Football League side, Dagenham & Redbridge, on penalties in the semi-finals, a headed goal from 
Rob King with 7 minutes to play won Canvey the cup without having conceded a goal throughout 
the competition.

Alzapiedi left the club in July 2012 and was replaced by former-Canvey captain Steve Tilson, who 
5 years previously was managing in the Championship with Southend United.

Another managerial change came at the end of the 2012/13 when Tilson and his assistant Craig 
Davidson were released by the club, with centre forward Danny Heale taking the job - his first 
managerial role in senior football.

After staying up on the last day of the season in 2015. Canvey were relegated on the same day of 
the following season for the first time due to league position in 19 years.

The club’s first season in the Bostik North nearly ended in an immediate return, reaching the playoff 
final but losing 3-1 away to Haringey Borough.

The Gulls picked up their first piece of silverware in six years ahead of the 2018/19 season, beating 
reigning Bostik North champions AFC Hornchurch 2-1 to win the Isthmian Charity Shield.

Former-Southend United and Gillingham played Mark Bentley took over as manager in October 
2018, with Danny Heale staying involved with the club by taking up the role of Director of 
Football.



Meet some of the away boy’s
Lamar Johnson - Goalkeeper - Experienced goalkeeper who signed ahead of the 2018/19 season 
having finished the previous campaign with Aveley. He has also played for Grays Athletic, Concord 
Rangers, Waltham Abbey and Hertford Town. Date of Birth: 04/11/1991

Sam Dulieu - Defender - Local right back who follows in his father Barry’s footsteps of playing for 
the Gulls. Made 11 appearances in the 2018/19 season having impressed playing for Benfleet. Date 
of Birth: 21/03/1995

Michael Finneran - Defender - Central defender who joined in June 2019 from Bostik North rivals 
Grays Athletic. A local lad, Michael supported Canvey as a child, going on to play for the youth 
team and reserve team before leaving in search of first team football. Having cut his teeth in the 
Essex Senior League, he went on to captain Romford in the Bostik North before joining Grays in 
February 2018 where he played regularly in the heart of their defence. Date of Birth: 03/05/1994

Sammy Knott - Defender - Canvey-born full back signed in June 2019 from Waltham Abbey. He 
is the son of ex-Gulls player from the late 1980’s and early 1990’s, Steve Knott. Sammy played for 
our successful Academy side before moving into senior football with the likes of Concord Rangers, 
Aveley and East Thurrock United. His 2016/17 and 2017/18 seasons were hampered with injury, but 
last year saw a return to fitness with spells with Concord Rangers, Tonbridge Angels and Waltham 
Abbey where he spent most of the campaign. Date of Birth: 13/01/1996

Martyn Lacey - Defender - Left back who joined the first team squad during pre-season after 
impressing while playing for Benfleet. Date of Birth: 07/05/2000

Zack Littlejohn - Defender - Defender who arrived on a dual registration with Concord Rangers in 
February 2019. Re-signed for the start of the 2019/20 season before heading off to university. Date 
of Birth: 07/05/2000

Ade Osifuwa - Defender - Right back who joined the club in February 2019. Came through the 
ranks at Southend United and has since played for clubs including Hayes & Yeading United, 
Concord Rangers, Cray Wanderers, East Thurrock United, Aveley and Barking. Date of Birth: 
15/08/1992

Alex Stephenson - Defender - Central defender who joined from Aveley in August 2018 for a 
second spell having previously featured on loan from Billericay Town in March 2017. He has also 
played for Braintree Town. Missed a lot of last season with a recurring shoulder injury. Date of 
Birth: 17/09/1996

Elliott Warren - Defender - Young defender who joined the club from Chelmsford City’s youth 
setup. Elliott has made over 60 appearances over the past three seasons. Date of Birth: 21/03/1997

Dan Humphreys - Defender/Midfielder - A full back who is also comfortable in midfield, Dan 
signed for us in August 2019. He played for Aveley last season on loan from Southend United. Date 
of Birth: 13/04/2000



James White – Defender/Midfielder - Experienced central defender or midfielder who signed for the club 
from East Thurrock United in June 2018. James rose to prominence with Dartford between 2010-2012, 
going on to play for Thurrock before signing for Concord Rangers in 2014. He spent five years with our 
island neighbours, becoming club captain before leaving to join East Thurrock United ahead of the 2017/18 
season. He featured for Gulls in the 2018 Bostik North playoffs having joined on a dual registration in 
March 2018. Date of Birth: 05/08/1988

Jose Figura - Midfielder - Central midfielder who has previously played for BÍ/Bolungarvík (Iceland), 
Billericay Town, Thamesmead Town and VCD Athletic. He also represented Britain in the final of The 
Chance, a global search for talented footballers organised by Nike that saw him play at Manchester United’s 
Carrington training ground and against FC Barcelona out in Spain. Date of Birth: 05/07/1993

Samrai Gebrai - Midfielder - Winger who joined from Essex Senior League side Walthamstow in August 
2018 having impressed against us during pre-season. Date of Birth: 07/02/2001

Kane Gilbert - Midfielder - Young winger who joined from Halstead Town in December 2018. He has 
previously spent time on trial with FC Barcelona after impressing while playing for Peterborough United’s 
youth team. Date of Birth: 27/05/1999

Josh Hutchinson - Midfielder - Young winger who joined from Essex Senior League side Redbridge in July 
2018. Made 31 appearances last season, scoring 6 goals. Date of Birth: 30/04/1996

Rob Lacey - Midfielder - Older brother of Martin, another who impressed having played regularly for 
Benfleet last season. Date of Birth: 16/10/1995

Albert Levett - Midfielder - Central midfielder who signed in June 2019 from Brentwood Town where he 
was captain last season. This will be Albert’s third spell with the Gulls, but in both of his last two stints he 
found first time football hard to come by. Since then however he has picked up plenty of experience with 
Barking and Brentwood, scoring seven times from midfield for the latter in 2018/19 and gaining plenty of 
plaudits for his performances. Date of Birth: 05/10/1993

Matt Lock – Midfielder/Coach - Experienced central midfielder who signed in a player-coach capacity from 
Coggeshall Town in October 2019. Matt arrives from Coggeshall having played for Bowers & Pitsea and 
Maldon & Tiptree in recent seasons. Having started his career with Exeter City, Matt has also played for the 
likes of Gloucester City, Chelmsford City and Dover Athletic. Date of Birth: 10/03/1984

Ryan Melaugh - Midfielder - Attack-minded player who signed from Tilbury in October 2017. Comfortable 
either on the wing or up front, Ryan came through the ranks at Colchester United, earning a professional 
contract in the summer of 2012 before leaving in January 2014. Dropped into non-league football with the 
likes of Bishop’s Stortford, Billericay Town and Harlow Town, being a virtual ever-present in the latter’s 
Isthmian North promotion winning 2015/16 season. Joined Tilbury in February 2017, scoring against 
Canvey in a league match less than a month before signing for the Gulls. Date of Birth: 28/08/1994

Jason Hallett - Forward - Prolific goalscorer who has rejoined the Gulls for a fourth spell from Cheshunt in 
August 2019. Jason first joined Canvey via the Youth & Reserve Teams after John Batch had brought him 
to the club from Waltham Abbey. He made his senior debut for the club in the Conference before leaving 
to have a three-year spell with Chelmsford City upon our resignation from the league. He went on to sign 
twice more, first in September 2009 and then again in December 2013. He has also played for Concord 
Rangers, Waltham Abbey and East Thurrock United. Date of Birth: 01/08/1986

Tobi Joseph - Forward - Forward who signed in July 2019 having impressed during pre-season, having 
spent the previous five seasons with Hornchurch. He has also spent time playing in Sweden for Östersunds 
FK and IK Brage. Date of Birth: 04/12/1992





AFC Sudbury      CO10 7HN 
Aveley       RM15 4PX
Basildon       SS14 3AW
Brentwood Town      CM15 9NN
Bury Town       IP33 1XP
Cambridge City     CB24 9PH
Canvey Island      SS8 7PX 
Coggeshall Town      CO6 1NT
Dereham           NR20 3PX
Felixstowe & Walton   IP11 9HT 

Grays        RM15 4UA 
Great Wakering     SS3 0HH 
Heybridge Swifts    CM9 8JA
Histon      CB24 9PH
Hullbridge Sports     SS5 6BJ
Maldon & Tiptree    CM9 5JQ 
Romford      RM19 1YN 
Soham Town      CB7 5EQ
Tilbury      RM18 8NL
Witham Town     CM8 1UN



STELLISONS & AEG
SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY TOGETHER


Everyone at the club thanks 
AEG and Stellisons for the 

kind donation of the 
washing machine.



Take advantage of our fantastic 
AEG Washing Machine Deals 

at Stellisons Today

AT STELLISONS

Chairman Dave Patient 

STELLISONS
Visit Our Stores

Benfleet

Canterbury

Hornchurch

Benfleet Kitchens

Chelmsford

Ipswich

Brentwood

Colchester

Westcliff



ON THIS DAY
Paul Scholes 

(born 16 November 1974) is an English football coach and 
former player, as well as a co-owner of Salford City. He 
spent his entire professional playing career with Manchester 
United, for whom he scored over 150 goals in more than 
700 appearances between 1993 and 2013. His first 
managerial position was at Oldham Athletic, for 31 days in 
February and March 2019. 

Scholes came through the Manchester United youth 
academy as one of Fergie’s Fledglings (a group of players 
recruited by Manchester United under the management of 
Sir Alex Ferguson). Scholes made his full debut for 
Manchester United in the 1994–95 season. He went on to 

make 718 appearances for United, the third-highest number of appearances by any 
player for the club. Scholes announced his retirement from playing in May 2011 and 
was appointed as a coach at Manchester United. However, he returned to playing in 
January 2012, and went on to play one more season for the club before retiring again 
in May 2013. With United, Scholes won 25 trophies including 11 Premier League 
titles (more than any other English player) and two UEFA Champions League titles.

Scholes represented the England national team from 1997 to 2004, gaining 66 caps 
and participating in the 1998 and 2002 World Cups, as well as the UEFA Euro 2000 
and Euro 2004 tournaments. Scholes announced his retirement from international 
football in August 2004, citing his family life and his club career with Manchester 
United as being more important.

Regarded as one of the greatest midfielders of his generation, over his career Scholes 
has received praise from other managers and players, including Xavi, who said in 
2014 that Scholes was “the best central midfielder” he had seen in the previous 15 to 
20 years, describing him as “a spectacular player who has everything. He can play 
the final pass, he can score, he is strong, he never gets knocked off the ball and he 
doesn’t give possession away.” Pelé said: “If he was playing with me, I would have 
scored so many more.” Thierry Henry cited Scholes as the greatest player in 
Premier League history. Scholes was named in the Premier League 10 Seasons 
Awards (1992–93 to 2001–02) Domestic & Overall Team of the Decade. In 2008, he 
was inducted into the English Football Hall of Fame.



Mustapha Hadji
(born 16 November 1971) is a retired 
Moroccan footballer and the current assistant 
manager of the Morocco national team. He was 
named the 50th greatest African player of all 
time by the African football expert Ed Dove.

Hadji began playing football in France. He 
signed his first contract with AS Nancy, where 
he spent his first season as a youth player 
before joining the senior squad in his second 
year with the club. 

After playing five seasons for Nancy, Hadji 
joined Sporting Lisbon and then Deportivo la 
Coruña, but it was with Coventry City where he 
became well known, especially in Britain, after 
he was signed by Gordon Strachan in 1999. 

Hadji was a goal-scoring attacking midfielder with great pace and skill. At Coventry, 
he was joined by Moroccan international, Youssef Chippo, sparking a brief trend 
for City fans to wear fezzes to games in their honour. After Coventry were relegated 
in 2001, he joined local rivals Aston Villa, having scored against them three times 
in the previous season. But after only playing sporadically, scoring in the league 
against Southampton and Everton and once in the UEFA Cup against Varteks, he was 
released on a free transfer to Espanyol in Spain where he remained until June 2004 

Hadji later played for Al Ain in the United Arab Emirates, where he remained for one 
year before returning to Europe. In 2005, he signed a two-year contract with 
Saarbrücken in the German Second Division. At the request of the coach Horst 
Ehrmantraut, Hadji made a midfield pairing with another Moroccan international, 
Faysal El Idrissi. On 4 August 2005, Hadji made his début for Saarbrücken, on the 
first day of the 2. Bundesliga season, against Bochum, losing the match 4–0. 
After another defeat, Ehrmantraut was sacked. Rudi Bommer took over as coach and 
Saarbrücken lost 2–1 after extra time in the second round of the German Cup against 
Unterhaching. Hadji scored to give his team the lead, but was sent off in the 85th 
minute and was suspended for three cup matches by the German Football 
Association.

In August 2007, Hadji signed for Fola Esch, in Luxembourg’s First Division. 
He ended his playing career in July 2010.



Prostate cancer  
kills one man every 
45 minutes in the UK

5879        Prostate Cancer UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1005541) and in Scotland (SC039332). Registered company number 02653887.

Come and join the  
biggest team in football. 
prostatecanceruk.org/football

Help us turn it around.

45



Player Sponsorship 
20019-20

Just £25 per player. 

For more info see 
Dan Ellis

club secretary.
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Help us turn it around.
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Today’s Fixtures

Some Results From Last Weekend



Bobby Mason 
Reece Conway 

Ollie Woodhouse  
Marc Gorbell
Simon Glover 

Louie Hay 
Jake Gordon 
Alfie Hilton 

Lewis Jaggs
George Cox
Billy Harris

Josh Wiggins 
Billy Johnson 

Adalberto Pinto
Jack Stevenson

Martin Tuohy 
Henry Fisher 

Jack Allen
Joe Heath

Kojo Apenteng
Dan Walker 

Dan Comfrey
Alex Stephenson
Dan Humphreys

James White
Elliott Warren
Mike Finneran

Josh Hutchinson
Albert Levett
Jason Hallett

Matt Lock
Tobi Joseph 
Kane Gilbert

Ryan Melaugh
Max Kent

Sam Dulieu

Referee:  Michael Mackey
Assistants: Alexander Kyriacou & Bruno Marques

Manager
Mark Bentley

Canvey IslandGreat Wakering
Rovers FC

Manager 
Stephen Butterworth

Next at home for Rovers Vs
Aveley Saturday 7th December 2019 3pm 


