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Good afternoon and welcome to Burroughs Park for today’s match between 
Great Wakering Rovers and Aveley FC.   

We would like to wish our visiting players, Management, Committee Members 
and Supporters a very warm welcome and hope they enjoy the facilities on 
offer.   

We would also like to extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials visiting us 
today. In the middle we are pleased to have Ben Wyatt and his Assistants Tony 
King & Liam Giles, we hope you enjoy your short stay with us. 

Today we host one of the inform teams in the league, but we all know that on 
our day anything can happen and it normally dose.

This weeks has has its highs and lows, lows being knocked out The Essex 
Senior Cup but on a high note i canonfirm Wiggo is out of hospital and has 
started his road to recovery.

Let’s hope today’s game is as entertaining as always and you all enjoy the game. 

Dan Ellis    
Club Secretary

Welcome To Burroughs Park



weekend Round up in the 
Isthmian North  

By Ian Townsend

North Division

Leaders Bury Town host our match of the day in the North 
Division, as third place Coggeshall Town travel to Ram Meadow. The hosts have 
an injury crisis, six members of the first team squad missing, and the Seed Growers 
know that victory will take them to the top of the table- but it’s so tight that any one 
of three sides could be top tonight. The only one of the top four who can’t take over 
at the summit are Maldon & Tiptree, and that’s only because they aren’t playing after 
their cup heroics last night. 

A win for Bury could take them four points clear, but that will depend on how 
Heybridge Swifts do at home to seventh placed Great Wakering Rovers. Swifts lost 
to AFC Sudbury last time out, whilst Rovers have only three defeats from their last 
ten but have only won four of those. If Bury and the Seed Growers draw and Swifts 
win they’ll take over at the summit, and if Rovers could pull off a victory they could 
overtake their hosts and jump back into the top five.

Grays Athletic, in fifth, hadn’t managed a win in four matches until they overcame 
Histon by a single goal last weekend. They host Hullbridge Sports, the visitors with 
only one win in their last seven. 

Sixth placed Aveley have only two defeats in their last ten league matches, and have 
been magnificent away from the league, making FA Trophy giantkilling look almost 
ordinary in recent weeks. They walloped Step Three Biggleswade Town four-one last 
weekend and will be full of confidence as they travel to Cambridge City. Their hosts 
lost last time out, and are still searching for consistency, winning four and losing two 
of their last six. 

Dereham Town, who have been scoring goals for fun recently, travel to Felixstowe 
and Walton United. The Magpies are unbeaten in six, and scored thirteen goals in 
their last three, whilst the Seasiders have only two wins from ten but have become 
more difficult to beat of late, with only one defeat from their last four.



Tilbury, in ninth, travel to Romford- and who knows what to expect? Romford may 
be bottom, but they have an entirely new squad; however the Dockers have only two 
defeats from ten and also now have former Bowers goal machine David Knight, who 
already has seven goals since making his debut on November 2nd. 

Canvey Island, who strengthened with the signing of Sam Bantick on Thursday, are 
likely to give the forward his debut as they entertain Histon today. Canvey always 
seem to be 
searching for a good run of form and have seven points from their last twelve, but 
have only one defeat at home all season; whilst Histon are similarly inconsistent with 
only one win from their last four and only two away victories.

Basildon United host Brentwood Town, the Bees undefeated in three matches in all 
competitions since parting company with their latest manager whilst Town have lost 
their last two in the league after a four match undefeated run.

Finally for the North, Soham Town Rangers entertain Witham Town. Rangers 
promising early-season form has shuddered to a halt of late, as they are without a 
win in five, whilst their visitors have won only one of their last eight. Perhaps one of 
them will get back to winning ways today?



Saturday 30th November 2019-20
Betvictor Isthmian North Division 

Heybridge Swifts 4 Great Wakering Rovers 2 
By Neil Hope.

Saturday afternoon saw great Wakering Rovers travel to the Aspen 
Waite Arena to take on high flying Heybridge Swifts 
Heybridge came out of the blocks fast and netted to goals in the opening 5 minutes, Alex 
Teniola getting the first with 2 minutes on the clock heading home from a right sided 
delivery,then the hosts doubled their lead in the 3 minutes later, Odel Martin crossed the ball 
to the back post to find Harrison Chatting who laced his volley into the bottom corner giving 
the Rovers keeper no chance. 

Heybridge really could of been out of site by half time ,looking dangerous every time they 
attacked , however Rovers were unlucky not to half the deficit before the break when Jake 
Gordon struck the post following a great ball from Jake Stevenson. 

Half time- Heybridge Swifts 2 Great Wakering Rovers 0 

Rovers boss Stephen Buterworth sent his players out early for the 2nd half and they started 
brightly, defender Ollie woodhouse hitting the woodwork from a well delivered free kick by 
Stevenson, and the visitor’s resilience paid off in the 57th minute, Stevenson shot from the 
deep left looped over the Swift’s keeper to nestle in the net. 

Rovers then pushed for the equaliser and looked the better side for long periods, however the 
hosts strength up front showed when Teniola bagged his 2nd and Swifts 3rd with a good fin-
ish to beat the on rushing Bobby Mason in goal, but Rovers were not finished, Daniel Walker 
netting his first goal for Rovers on the 88th minute. 

Any dreams of a equaliser from the visitors were immediately squashed , when straight from 
the restart Teniola raced clear and finished superbly to grab his 3rd and Swifts 4th to take all 
three points and move up to second in the league. 



Did you see the video of the Arsenal FC ‘superstars’ captured at Norwich City last 
Sunday? 
If not, let me enlighten you. In it was a young mascot, about nine or ten years old, 
leaning against the wall opposite to Arsenal’s dressing room entrance. 
There he stood, in awe, as the likes of Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, Mesut Ozil, 
Alexandre Lacazette, Callum Chambers and Shkodran Mustafi walked right past him in 
a line without any recognition or so much as a second glance. Not a smile, gentle ruffle 
of the hair, fist pump, nothing! 
While social media went into meltdown, neither the players mentioned nor Arsenal FC 
– a club so proud of its community links – remained tight-lipped, seemingly unaware 
of the damage that such an apathetic act of human disparity can do – especially when 
you’re being paid a handsome £350,000-a-week!
In fairness, it’s not just the players at Arsenal, similar complaints have been levied at 
top-level players, which I why I loved the twitter response to the furore from Chris 
Ottaway.
Chris is the chairman of the newly-reformed Epping Town FC, who ply their trade in 
the Essex Olympian Football League – the 11th tier of English football and, although 
just 18 miles away as the crow flies, light years away from the bolted confines of the 
Emirates Stadium. 
Mr Ottaway tweeted: “Absolute disgrace. I am the Chairman of Epping Town FC. You 
are most welcome to be our match day mascot at a game of your choice. Bring you 
parents, family and friends with you and be in the presence of great footballers who are 
nice men at the same time. DM me if interest.”
Isn’t that what Non-League football is about? Isn’t that the sole reason why you are 
reading this column right now, presumably at your local club having paid a mere few 
quid for the privilege?
Of course, the argument to counteract ours will consist of quips like “but we’re 
watching world class players and you’ve following the butcher, baker and candlestick 
maker. True, we might well be, but, personally, I’d much rather enjoy watching a 
wholeheartedly-competitive, pure game of football played in the right sprit – and then 
meet the players and managers for a Coca-Cola afterwards! And with no VAR to boot!
It’s why there will always be a place for Non-League football and long may it 
continue. The poor young Norwich fan may have missed out of his big opportunity to 
get a glance of a 
‘superstar’, but he has inadvertently highlighted the overriding notion of what makes 
our game great. Good on you, young man!

by Jon Couch



MILLERS HISTORY 

AVELEY FOOTBALL CLUB was formed in 1927 and played in local leagues until 1939. 
Club activities were then suspended during the war years 1939/45. In 1946 the club was 
reformed and joined the Thurrock Combination. Aveley twice won the Essex Junior Cup, 
firstly in 1948, then retaining it the following year. 

Aveley gained Senior League status in season 1949/50 and were elected into the London 
League, Division One. They were Division Champions in the 1951/52 season. In the same 
season they moved from Lodge Meadow to their present ground, Mill Field, and were 
promptly nicknamed The Millers. In season 1954/55 they were Division Champions once 
again which was followed by election to The Delphian League in 1955/56. They competed 
in this league until 1962/63 with little success. 

1963/64 saw Millers join the Athenian League. Full membership of the Football 
Association was granted in 1964/65. Season 1970/71 was probably the clubs most 
successful one. The first-round proper of the FA Cup was reached along with the FA 
Amateur Cup quarter-finals, they were also Champions of the Athenian League. 

Aveley were elected to the Isthmian League in season 1973/74. Here they competed 
without success in Division One until they were relegated to Division Two North at the 
end of the 1985/86 season. Millers did however achieve two cup successes during this 
time. The Essex Thames-Side Challenge Trophy was won in 1979/80 and the Hornchurch 
Charity Cup in 1982/83. 

The 1989/90 campaign was a memorable one for The Millers. Promotion back to Division 
One was gained with a tremendous end of season run-in to finish second to Heybridge 
Swifts by two points. This was followed by a 3-0 victory over Premier Division St. Albans 
in the final of the AC Delco (League) Cup. This made Aveley the first team from the 
lowest division to win this competition. After this the club slipped down to Division Three 
and cup successes were limited to appearances in the finals of both the East Anglian Cup 
and the The Essex Thames-Side Challenge Trophy in 1997/98. 

The 1999 / 2000 season started well with Aveley being un-beaten in the League at 
Christmas. However, a turn in fortunes saw them slip and eventually finish 9th. This was 
followed by 6th place in season 2000/01.

A roller-coaster season 2001/02 saw the club finish third behind Hornchurch and 
champions Croydon Athletic and gain promotion to Division 1 North.

An excellent season for the Millers in 2002/03. Good runs in the FA Cup and Bryco Cup 
were capped by an appearance in the Essex Senior Cup Final. This did not go Millers way 



however with Chelmsford City winning 5-0. The Third Qualifying Round of the FA Cup 
was reached, eventually losing out to Canvey Island 2-0. A good run-in saw Millers finish 
in sixth place in the League.  

The 2003/04 campaign saw the club eventually finish in 14th place. Millers matched the 
previous season’s performance and reached the final of the Essex Senior Cup. This time a 
much-improved display saw them go down 3-1 to local rivals Thurrock. The final game of 
the season was another cup final. This time in the East Anglian Cup, and a visit to Spalding 
United. This also finished in a 3-1 defeat for the Millers. 

2004/05 was a disappointing one for Millers first season in the Southern League, the club 
finishing in 15th place. Compensation, however, came in the form of the Essex 
Thames-Side Challenge Trophy. Romford were beaten 1-0 in the final at The Mill Field. 
Simon Thomas scoring the only goal of the game. Another difficult season followed, on 
and off the pitch. Millers ended the season with their third manager, Steve Browne, 
steering them just clear of the relegation places. 

A poor League season in 2006/07 was again compensated for by winning the Essex 
Thames-Side Challenge Trophy for the second time in three seasons. 

After a disappointing start to the 2007 / 08 campaign, November saw the arrival of Rod 
Stringer as Manager, and fortunes turned with the Millers putting a string of impressive 
results together to finish the season in Mid-Table. 2008 / 09 saw the foundations that were 
laid the previous season, bare its fruit as the Ryman League Division One North 
Championship was won on the last day of the season in dramatic fashion at East Thurrock 
United. In a tense finish to the season, Millers created a club record of 11 straight away 
league wins, and Rod Stringer was duly judged as the Manager of the Season for the 
Division. 

2009 / 10 our first in the Isthmian Premier Division saw a great finish to the season, with 
12 wins from the last 14 games, taking us into 3rd position and a home semi-final play-off 
against Boreham Wood. Unfortunately, it was one step too far, and a 1-0 defeat saw the 
end of a fantastic season.

During the close season Rod Stringer departed for Braintree Town, taking with him 
his management team, and the whole playing squad. A difficult season was endured 
with a last day 3-2 win at Hastings being significant as the club survived relegation 
by virtue of a reprieve despite finishing 4th from bottom of the table. 

2011 / 12 was much of the same, and relegation was confirmed after a poor season. 
Justin Gardner took over the reins in February of 2012, and has this season 
assembled a strong playing squad that is currently challenging for an immediate 
return to the Premier Division.



2012 / 13 was a successful season with the team occupying a play off positions all season. 
Unfortunately, we lost out in the semi-final at Maldon & Tiptree. 

The most significant result of the 2013 / 14 season was the news in March that after many 
years of trying, the Club has finally achieved planning for new state of the art facilities. 
After a protracted period of negotiations. work commenced on the new stadium build in 
July 2016, and it is hoped that the new premises will be occupational for the start of the 
2017 / 18 campaign. 

After a solid start to the 2016/17 campaign, Justin Gardner resigned from his role of team 
manager after a 4 1/2-year term. Terry Spillane was subsequently appointed in October. 

August the 1st 2017 is a truly remarkable day in the Millers 90-year history. The day final-
ly arrives with the opening of Parkside, the new home of the Millers. Dulwich Hamlet are 
the first visitors to open the stadium. 
With the new stadium came the exciting appointment of James Webster as the Millers 
Boss, who joined in October from Brightlingsea Regent where he had led them from Step 
7 to Step 3 in 7 seasons. 

Danny Dafter took over the reigns in March 2019, leading the team into the play-offs 
where unfortunately we lost out to Heybridge Swifts. Season 19/20 hasn’t seen the best of 
starts as Dafter resigned after 2 league draws, with ex Miller Keith Rowland (2008-2010) 
taking over the reins before the end of August.

Goalkeeper: 
David Hughes: David was signed at the beginning of September 2018 and is a proven shot stopper 
after spending three years at Harlow Town. In the 2018/19 season, he made 31 appearances, 
winning 20 of those games with seven clean sheets. 

Defenders: 
George Allen: Commanding central defender who joins us from Coggeshall Town for the 2019/20 
season. He has previously played for Bishop’s Stortford, Canvey Island, Welling United, East 
Thurrock United and Stevenage. 

Perry Dunn: Towering centre half re-joined the Millers after captaining promoted side Hullbridge 
Sports from the Essex Senior League title last season. Perry is now in his 3rd spell at the club, 
having made his senior debut back in 2014. 

Joe Elliott: A member of our Under 18 squad who featured for our U23/Reserve side in the 
previous 2 seasons. Previously of Barking Youth system, he along with the team he was moved to 
the Millers and he has featured a handful of times at the age of just 16 for the First Team 
throughout 2018/19. 

History Contiued 

Meet Some Millers



Connor Martin: Left sided defender, who signed for the Millers in November from tenants Grays 
Athletic. Connor has previous experience of this level having spent a few seasons with Brnetwood 
Town. 

Jack Mochalski: Jack joined the Millers after an impressive pre-season in July 2019. Mochalski 
has previously played for Great Shelford, Great Wakering, Romford and Barkingside. The 
defender has been a key cog at Soham Town Rangers featuring heavily for the Greens over the 
past three seasons.

Sam Mvemba: 19, made 40 appearances for Romford, mainly at left back where he helped the 
club climb out of the relegation place and into safety at the expense of Norwich United back in 
2017/18. Sam joined Romford from Barking Abbey where he was named coaches player of the 
year in the 2016/17 season. He made over 40 appearances for the Millers last season. 

Midfielders: 

Darnell Bromfield: Darnell is a young prospect who can play through the middle of the park, made 
a brilliant impact for the Reserves Double Winning season in 2018/19, and will be looking to be 
more involved with the first team throughout the 2019/20 campaign. 

Shad Ngandu: Shad joined the Millers from Waltham Abbey after a stellar season scoring 20 goals 
in 47 appearances in 2017/18. A quick pacey attacking midfielder with an eye for a pass and a few 
goals. 

Jason Raad: Joined the Millers in the 2018/19 season in October from Harlow Town. A creative 
midfielder with an eye for a goal too. The South African has also played for Cape Town City and 
Supersport United. 

Wyan Reid: Young Player who made an amazing impact for the Reserves last season in their dou-
ble trophy winning season, being made Reserve’s Managers Player of the Season. Wyan made 11 
appearances for the First Team and will be looking to play a bigger part this coming season. 

Connor Witherspoon: Connor is Aveley FC’s club captain and joined the Millers in the middle of 
the 2017/18 season. Withers joined on an undisclosed fee from Brightlingsea Regent after making 
68 appearances for the R’s. He helped Brentwood Town to promotion via the playoffs and Regent 
be Champions of the Isthmian North in 2016/17. 

Forwards: 

Alex Akrofi: Alex joined the Millers after leaving Tonbridge Angels at the beginning of the 
2018/19 season where he featured for the last two seasons prior and scored 34 goals in 68 games 
in the Isthmian Premier. He helped Maidstone United To promotion from the Conference South 
to the National League and Brentwood Town to the Isthmian Premier scoring a hat-trick against 
Thurrock in the play-Off final to get them there. 

Kane Hearn: Kane has made the step up from our Reserves this season to the first team squad. Has 
recently been playing for Redbridge to gain some valuable game time. Also, a prominent figure in 
our Under 23’s 





AFC Sudbury      CO10 7HN 
Aveley       RM15 4PX
Basildon       SS14 3AW
Brentwood Town      CM15 9NN
Bury Town       IP33 1XP
Cambridge City     CB24 9PH
Canvey Island      SS8 7PX 
Coggeshall Town      CO6 1NT
Dereham           NR20 3PX
Felixstowe & Walton   IP11 9HT 

Grays        RM15 4UA 
Great Wakering     SS3 0HH 
Heybridge Swifts    CM9 8JA
Histon      CB24 9PH
Hullbridge Sports     SS5 6BJ
Maldon & Tiptree    CM9 5JQ 
Romford      RM19 1YN 
Soham Town      CB7 5EQ
Tilbury      RM18 8NL
Witham Town     CM8 1UN



STELLISONS & AEG
SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY TOGETHER


Everyone at the club thanks 
AEG and Stellisons for the 

kind donation of the 
washing machine.



Take advantage of our fantastic 
AEG Washing Machine Deals 

at Stellisons Today

AT STELLISONS

Chairman Dave Patient 

STELLISONS
Visit Our Stores

Benfleet

Canterbury

Hornchurch

Benfleet Kitchens

Chelmsford

Ipswich

Brentwood

Colchester

Westcliff



More of today’s Fixtures

Saturday’s Results



Prostate cancer  
kills one man every 
45 minutes in the UK

5879        Prostate Cancer UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1005541) and in Scotland (SC039332). Registered company number 02653887.

Come and join the  
biggest team in football. 
prostatecanceruk.org/football

Help us turn it around.

45



Prostate cancer  
kills one man every 
45 minutes in the UK

5879        Prostate Cancer UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1005541) and in Scotland (SC039332). Registered company number 02653887.

Come and join the  
biggest team in football. 
prostatecanceruk.org/football

Help us turn it around.

45

Player Sponsorship 
20019-20

Just £25 per player. 

For more info see 
Dan Ellis

club secretary.









Respect in the north



Bobby Mason 
Reece Conway 

Ollie Woodhouse  
Louie Hay 

Jake Gordon 
Alfie Hilton 

Lewis Jaggs
George Cox
Billy Harris

Josh Wiggins 
Billy Johnson 

Adalberto Pinto
Jack Stevenson

Martin Tuohy 
Henry Fisher 

Jack Allen
Joe Heath

Dan Walker 
Kojo Apenteng
George Artemi

David Hughes
John Nzengo
Sam Mvemba
Harry Gibbs

Jack Mochalski
Perry Dunn

Connor Martin
Joe Elliott

Connor Witherspoon ©
James Goode
Shad Ngandu
Jason Raad
Wyan Reid

Darnell Bromfield
Alex Akofri

George Sykes
Reggie Hubbard

Kane Hearn

Referee:  Ben Wyatt
Assistants: Tony King & Liam Giles

Manager
Keith Rowland 

AveleyGreat Wakering
Rovers FC

Manager 
Stephen Butterworth

Next at home for Rovers Vs
Heybridge Swifts 17th December 2019 7:45pm 


