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Good afternoon and welcome to Burroughs Park for today’s match between Great 
Wakering Rovers and Histon.   

We would like to wish our visiting players, Management, Committee Members and 
Supporters a very warm welcome and hope they enjoy the facilities on offer.   

We would also like to extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials visiting us today. 
In the middle we are pleased to have Elliott Kaye and his Assistants Charlie roberts & 
David Moreno-Rojas, we hope you enjoy your short stay with us. 

Histon come to Burroughs Park for the first time in the league, they come in to todays 
game with only 2pts from the last 4 games.

Rovers are coming in to todays game of the back of a 1-0 defeat away to Grays, Rovers 
have only picked up 3pts in 2020 so far from the last 3 games.

Rovers can go in to 6th place with a victory and games going their way and Histon can 
leaf frog Rovers with a win,

Let’s hope today’s game is as entertaining as always and you all enjoy the game. 

Dan Ellis    
Club Secretary

Welcome To Burroughs Park



weekend Round up in the 
Isthmian North  

By Ian Townsend

Saturday we asked: Liverpool and Maldon & Tiptree. Which 
is better? Well unless Manchester United do the unthinkable 
tomorrow, the answer is definitely Liverpool, after the 

Jammers finally slipped to a league defeat. Perhaps we jinxed them?

Opponents Tilbury arrived in fine form, having charged up the table of late into fifth 
place, with only one defeat in their last ten matches and a collection of particularly 
impressive performances against the likes of Heybridge Swifts, AFC Sudbury and 
Canvey island. We wondered whether this would be the day when the Jammers 
became unstuck, and so it proved. When Laste Dombaxe gave Maldon the lead after 
fifty one minutes it seemed as if normal service would continue, but Thomas Barton 
equalised for the Dockers and an own goal three minutes later gave them the lead, 
and sparked a sigh of relief around the top end of the North Division which could 
have been heard in Witham Town, where Maldon’s local rivals Heybridge Swifts 
were climbing into second place. Swifts won two-nil, both goals- from Harrison 
Chatting and Alex Teniola- the latter with his eighteenth of the season- coming in the 
first half. Swifts are only a point behind their noisy neighbours, but Maldon have five 
games in hand.

Third place Aveley saw their match at Coggeshall Town postponed, which allowed 
fourth place Bury Town to close the gap by walloping Felixstowe and Walton Unit-
ed. Bury came into this match on the back of three successive defeats, their worst run 
of the campaign, but made sure that sequence came to an end as Joe White, Cemal 
Ramadan (2), and Emmanuel Machaya all found the net. George Clarke got one back 
for the Seasiders just before end final whistle.

Grays Athletic came into their match with Great Wakering Rovers in their worst 
form of the season, with four consecutive defeats, but a goal a minute from time got 
them back to winning ways. That goal from Joao Carlos was the only goal of the 
game, and saw Athletic up to tenth.

Finally- every other match was postponed- Soham Town Rangers entertained AFC 
Sudbury. Rangers had found points thin on the ground of late, having picked up only 
five from their last thirty, but got back to winning ways after Cameron Watson got 
the only goal of the game.



The club was formed in 1904 as Histon Institute FC, and played for 44 years in the 
Cambridgeshire Football League. John Chivers, chairman of major Histon employer 
Chivers & Sons, helped to found the football club. The company donated a field then 
covered in roses for the club to play on, which is commemorated in the rose on Histon’s 
crest. From 1926 the club moved to its current location, where a grandstand was erected 
in 1934.

In 1948 the club became champions of the Cambs League and joined the Spartan 
League, winning promotion to its Premier Division in 1951. The “Institute” was 
dropped from the club’s name that season. The top forward in those days was Mo 
Thurston, who scored 63 goals in season 1949-50. In 1960 Histon entered the Delphian 
League, which became part of the Athenian League structure in 1963, but struggled at 
that level. The pitch was re-sited at right angles to the old one in 1960-61, and a 
replacement stand opened in 1964-65.

In 1965 Histon switched to the Eastern Counties League, where they were to play for 
the next 35 years. When the ECL adopted a two-division format in 1988, 

Histon were placed in the Premier Division. In the 1989–90 season, with Alan Doyle 
as manager, Histon won the ECL League Cup and sold players Lance Key and Shaun 
Sowden to Sheffield Wednesday and Giuliano Maiorana to Manchester United. The 
transfer fee rescued the club financially, and a Manchester United team played Histon 
on 19 May 1989.

Following administrative and financial difficulties in 1993, the club was relegated to 
ECL Division One in 1995 but were promoted back to the Premier Division two years 
later. The 1997–98 season saw Neil Kennedy establish a club record by scoring 46 
senior goals in the season, and Histon finished 3rd. Finally in the 1999–2000 season 
Histon won the ECL Premier Division title under the management of former Cambridge 
United player Steve Fallon, appointed on 27 July 1999, and were promoted to the 
Southern League Eastern Division.

In the first three Southern League seasons Histon managed 4th spot twice and then a 
disappointing 10th, which momentarily halted the rise in fortunes experienced under 
Steve Fallon, but the 2003–04 season saw the club finish 2nd in the Eastern Division to 
claim promotion to the Premier Division.

A History of Histon Football Club



The following year Histon took on League Two side Shrewsbury 
Town in the FA Cup 1st Round Proper, setting up a 2nd Round tie 
at home to Yeovil Town with a 2–0 victory. They lost to Yeovil, but 
clinched the Southern League Premier Division title on the last day 
of the 2004-05 season and were promoted to the Conference South.

In their first Conference South season Histon finished 5th, enough to secure a place in 
the play-offs for promotion to the Conference National. They won their first play-off 
game away at Farnborough Town 3–0, but lost 2–0 in the final against St. Albans City. 

In the FA Cup they reached the second round proper. The team managed a draw away 
at Nuneaton Borough but were defeated in the replay at Bridge Road 2–1 before a 
crowd of 3,077. The season was also notable for a 5–0 win against local rivals 
Cambridge United in the FA Trophy.

On 14 April 2007 Histon, now popularly known as the Stutes, beat Welling United 
1–0 at Bridge Road to go 19 points clear at the top of the Conference South in the final 
table. Two days previously, officials from the Conference had passed Bridge Road as 
fit for Conference National football, paving the way for promotion (the club’s fourth in 
7 years) to the highest point in the non league pyramid. In the same season striker Neil 
Kennedy scored his 300th goal for the club with a hat-trick against Havant & 
Waterlooville.

Histon’s 2007-08 season in the Conference National saw the Stutes play their first 
televised game, Setanta broadcasting the 1–0 home win against Oxford United. Later 
that season the club broke their record home attendance when a crowd of 3,721 saw 
Histon beat Cambridge United 1–0 on 1 January 2008. Histon finished the season 7th. 
The club’s record goal scorer, Neil Kennedy, played his last competitive game against 
Forest Green Rovers on the last day of the season in a substitute appearance.

The second season of Conference National football saw the Stutes finish third, quali-
fying for the play-offs, where they were defeated 2–1 on aggregate by Torquay United 
in the semi-final. In the FA Cup Histon reached the third round, losing 2-1 at home to 
Championship side Swansea City, after beating League One opposition in Swindon 
Town 1–0 at home in the first round, and Leeds United 1–0 at home in the second 
round, the first time Leeds had lost to a non-league side. The Leeds United match was 
on national television, the attendance was 4,103, and the winning goal was scored by 
Matt Langston.

History Continued 



Histon’s fortunes declined after the high spots of the 2008-09 season, as the money ran 
out. In November 2009 Gareth Baldwin ended his 17-year tenure as chairman of the club, 
and in January 2010 Steve Fallon’s highly successful ten years as Histon manager came to 
an end. The club finished 18th in the Conference National in season 2009/10 and bottom in 
2010/11. 

Alan Lewer, John Beck, and David Livermore served successively as managers. Histon 
finished their first Conference North season in 16th place and David Livermore left the 
club at the end of that season. Dennis Greene took over but left the Club in December 
2012, to be replaced by former player Nacer Relizani assisted by the club’s youth team 
coach Brian Page. The duo led the team to Conference North safety on the last day of the 
2012/13 season before Relizani stepped down and Page took over the top job.

Histon were now playing with a very young side largely drawn from the club’s youth 
structure. The 2013/14 season saw them relegated from the Conference North to the 
Southern Premier League. Brian Page kept them at that level in season 2014/15, securing 
an 18th place finish, but even the return of Steve Fallon in October 2015 could not prevent 
further relegation to the Southern League Division 1 Central at the end of season 2015-16. 

In October 2016 Fallon became Director of Football, with Lance Key returning to the club 
(again) this time as manager. Season 2016/17 however saw yet another relegation, back to 
the Eastern Counties League where it all started in the 1990’s.

After a season of adjustment in 2017-18 at the end of which the team finished 6th in the 
Eastern Counties League Premier Division, 2018-19 saw the club heading in the right 
direction again as Key lead the side to promotion claiming the league title with an 
impressive 14 point margin which put Histon back at Step 4 with a place in the Isthmian 
League North Division for 2019-20.

Under the current chairmanship of John Hall, Histon FC has focused on restoring 
community links, simplifying ownership structure, repaying debts, cutting costs, 
introducing ladies teams, and youth development – with a clear pathway from Academy 
through Scholarship and into the First Team for our young players.



Goalkeepers:Sam Roach:

Very talented young keeper who was a part of the academy here at Bridge Road 
before moving on to Leyton Orient, from where he joined us on loan for the latter 
part of the 2016-17 season. Left Orient to join Mildenhall Town in the summer of 
2017 and re-joined Histon on loan in December that year. That loan was made 
permanent in January 2018 and he has established himself as the first choice 
Number 1 and missing only one game last season.

Defenders:

Andreu Ballester:
Left or right sided midfielder/defender who signed for Histon in August 2018. The 
Spaniard was with Cherry Hinton previously and made his Stutes debut from the 
bench against Whitton United in September 2018. Pacey ad skilful, he has become 
an important member of the team and scored his first Histon goal on the final day 
of last season away at Framlingham Town.

James Chivers:

Defender signed from Newmarket Town in September 2017 who also had a brief 
spell at Bridge Road during the 2016-17 season.
Has become a mainstay of the defence since signing with a consistently high 
level of performance that has made him an important part of the Histon back line. 
Scored his first goal for the club at Stowmarket Town towards the end of the 
2017-18 season.

Alfie Lawrence:

Young defender who is a Histon Scholar and captain of the Under 18’s side. He 
has certainly made an impression this season, earning his first call up to the senior 
side for the FA Trophy tie against Corby Town in October when making his debut 
from the bench. His first senior start came soon after in the Velocity Trophy against 
Soham Town Rangers before making his first league start for us in November away 
at Maldon & Tiptree to much acclaim with a man of the match performance at left 
back.

Meet The Histon Players 



Lewis McDonald:

Right sided defender who came through the Histon Scholarship, making his senior 
debut in the 2014/15 season during which he made 25 appearances, scoring once.
Macca returned to the country last summer after a spell in Australia where he most 
recently played for Altona City, rejoining us here at Bridge Road in July 2018 and 
going on to make over 40 starts last season.

Max York:

Max returned to Bridge Road for the fourth time in summer 2016 having moved to 
Biggleswade Town during the 2015-16 season. He made his first Histon debut in 
2009-10 and can also name Rushden & Diamonds, Kettering Town and 
Biggleswade Town amongst his other clubs.
The Skipper had an outstanding year in 2016-17, leading from the front and 
deservedly picking up both the Supporters’ and Managers’ Player of the Year 
Awards. He carried on in the same manner in 2017-18, hoovering up more end of 
season awards after a season which included a string of imperious performances 
at the heart of the defence and yielded 8 goals in 47 starts. 2018-19 was another 
memorable year and once again the skipper added to his numerous Player of the 
Year awards. With a frankly unbelievable 27 goals from the centre of defence he 
had a truly memorable season, leading from the front as well as the back and added 
the leading scorer title to his many other well deserved awards.

Midfielders:

Pat Bexfield:

Midfielder who came through Norwich City’s Academy and made the First Team 
bench at Carrow Road in 2007. He was released in 2008 and joined Wisbech Town 
before spells with Needham Market, Cambridge City, King’s Lynn Town and 
Corby Town. He began the 2015-16 season with St Ives Town before joining 
Soham Town Rangers in September 2015 and then moving to Bridge Road in 
February 2016. He has played in numerous positions for the Stutes, from full back 
to centre half to defensive midfield and his reliability, experience and versatility 
make him an important and influential part of the team. Now going in to his fourth 
full season with the club Pat has well over 100 appearances for the club to his 
name.



George Coy:

George joined us in October 2019 after a brief spell at Mildenhall Town. He is a 
natural left-sided player who is equally comfortable in midfield or defence. George 
played his youth football with Rushden and Diamonds but moved across to the 
Cambridge United scholarship programme when the Northamptonshire club 
folded. On his release from the U’s, George gained valuable experience with 
Hardwick and Cambridge University Press before moving to Australia. Almost a 
year later, the 23-year old is back in the UK and looking to re-ignite his career at 
Bridge Road.

Danny Gould:

Versatile defender/midfielder/forward who can play on either side. Completed his 
Histon Scholarship in the summer of 2016 and by the end of 2016/17 had cemented 
his place as a regular starter in the side. Impressed his fellow players so much 
during the 2017/18 season that he won the Players’ Player of the Year Award that 
year. Now with over 100 appearances for the club he is firmly established as a key 
member of the team and offers a real threat to opposition defences.

Buster Harradine:

Experienced midfielder Harradine was brought into the squad by Lance Key in the 
summer of 2019 bringing versatility to go with that experience as well as being 
naturally left footed, all of which will give the Gaffer greater options as the season 
progresses. Has previously played at Cambridge City, Soham Town Rangers, St 
Ives Town and Godmanchester Rovers.

Evan Key:

Key was with Bury Town as a youngster but joined Biggleswade Town in 2012, 
quickly becoming a regular starter in the Waders First Team. He moved to Bridge 
Road in September 2014 and his versatility initially saw him appearing in midfield 
and defence before settling into a centre half role. He returned to Biggleswade in 
February 2016 before returning again to Bridge Road in February 2017.
Playing regularly in midfield since 2017/18 he has added goal scoring to his 
repertoire, including a remarkable four goal haul at Hadleigh United in February 
2018.



Lee Smith:

Midfielder who was with Histon as a youngster before moving on in 2011 to play 
for Bury Town, Lowestoft Town, Biggleswade Town and again for Lowestoft 
Town. He re-joined Histon in the summer of 2015 before moving on again to 
King’s Lynn Town in September that year. Returned to Bridge Road in February 
2017 and his experience, together with his undoubted quality, has made him an 
important and creative contributor in the heart of midfield. 

Simon Swinton:

Tenacious midfielder signed in July ahead of the 2018/19 campaign. Made his 
debut from the bench on the opening day against Haverhill Rovers and went on to 
make over 30 appearances last season, scoring twice.

Forwards:

Dan Brown:

Forward who was a part of Mildenhall Town’s ECL Premier Division title 
winning side in 2016-17. Joined Ely City in January 2018 before moving to 
Bridge Road in March and made an immediate impact with 8 goals in 9 games 
before the end of the season. He continued to find the net regularly last season, 
ending with 26 goals to his name and forming a dangerous partnership with fellow 
striker Ed Rolph up front.

Ed Rolph:

Striker signed in July 2017 from Sawston United who previously played for the 
University of Nottingham. Took a while to hit his stride and was hampered by 
injury early in his first season but struck a rich vein of form after returning to 
fitness at Christmas 2017, scoring his first Histon hat-trick against Great Yarmouth 
in February and ending the season as the clubs’ top scorer with 19 in all 
competitions from 38 appearances. He added another 21 goals from 40 
appearances last season as that partnership with Brown got close to 50 for the 
season.





AFC Sudbury 	     CO10 7HN 
Aveley 		      RM15 4PX
Basildon 		      SS14 3AW
Brentwood Town 	     CM15 9NN
Bury Town 		      IP33 1XP
Cambridge City	     CB24 9PH
Canvey Island 	     SS8 7PX 
Coggeshall Town 	     CO6 1NT
Dereham 	     	     NR20 3PX
Felixstowe & Walton   IP11 9HT	

Grays   		     RM15 4UA 
Great Wakering 	    SS3 0HH	
Heybridge Swifts	    CM9 8JA
Histon 		     CB24 9PH
Hullbridge Sports 	    SS5 6BJ
Maldon & Tiptree	    CM9 5JQ	
Romford 		     RM19 1YN	
Soham Town  	    CB7 5EQ
Tilbury 		     RM18 8NL
Witham Town 	    CM8 1UN



STELLISONS & AEG
SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY TOGETHER


Everyone at the club thanks 
AEG and Stellisons for the 

kind donation of the 
washing machine.



Take advantage of our fantastic 
AEG Washing Machine Deals 

at Stellisons Today

AT STELLISONS

Chairman Dave Patient 

STELLISONS
Visit Our Stores

Benfleet

Canterbury

Hornchurch

Benfleet Kitchens

Chelmsford

Ipswich

Brentwood

Colchester

Westcliff



Last Weekends Results 

Today’s Fixtures In The North 



Prostate cancer  
kills one man every 
45 minutes in the UK

5879        Prostate Cancer UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1005541) and in Scotland (SC039332). Registered company number 02653887.

Come and join the  
biggest team in football. 
prostatecanceruk.org/football

Help us turn it around.

45
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Player Sponsorship 
20019-20

Just £25 per player. 

For more info see 
Dan Ellis

club secretary.









Last Time Out For Rovers 
Grays Athletic 1 Great Wakering Rovers 0
Saturday 18th January 2020 Bet Victor Isthmian North Division

LAST MINUTE GOAL SINKS ROVERS
Rovers travelled to Parkside Aveley on Saturday to take on tenants Grays Athletic .
The  game started slowly as both teams seemed nervous of making an early mistake, but 
as the game went on it was the hosts who looked the more likely to take the  lead, and 
really should of,  but  once again the inform Rovers keeper Bobby Mason  was stopping 
everything that was thrown at him.

There were chances to go in front before the break, Steve King for Grays heading just 
wide then Kojo Apenting and George Cox both clearing the cross bar with their efforts 
for the visitors, however the best chance of the first half fell to George Purcell who hit a 
glorious volley only to be denied by another fine save by Mason

Half time –Grays athletic 0 Great Wakering Rovers 0

Grays dominated most of the play in the second period, and Rovers were finding the 
playing surface quicker than what they are used to, when Rovers did have the chance to 
attack most of the play was  going through Jake Gordon who was making lots of darting 
runs but the ball just didn’t hold up for him.

As the game entered the final 15 minutes Grays put more and more pressure on the 
visitor’s goal, Grays had more chances to take the lead but it looked like Rovers would 
see the game out and the spoils would be shared.

In the last minute of normal time Bobby Mason was made to work again and pulled of a 
superb save from close range from Mitch Hahn but from the sheer force of the shot the 
ball fell to Joao Carlos who took it first time on the volley and rifled it into the Rovers 
net and take all 3 points.

Rovers star man –Bobby Mason

By Neil Hope.



Bobby Mason 
Reece Conway 

Ollie Woodhouse  
Louie Hay 

Jake Gordon 
Jack Lelliott
Lewis Jaggs
Sam Carter 
George Cox
Billy Harris

Josh Wiggins 
Billy Johnson 

Jack Stevenson
Martin Tuohy 
Henry Fisher 

Joe Heath
Kojo Apenteng
George Artemi
Connor Martin
Ayo Odukoya

George Purcell

Sam Roach 
Andreu Ballester
James Chivers
Alfie Lawrence

Lewis McDonald
Max York

Pat Bexfield
George Coy
Danny Gould

Buster Harradine
Evan Key
Lee Smith

Simon Swinton
Dan Brown
Ed Rolph

Referee:  Elliott Kaye
Assistants: Charlie Roberts & David Moreno-Rojas

Manager
Lance Kay

Histon Great Wakering
Rovers FC

Manager 
Stephen Butterworth

Next at home for Rovers 
Vs Basildon United Tuesday 11th Feb 7:45pm


