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The League’s Respect
statement: “The Isthmian
Football League strongly

supports the FA statement that
there should be a zero tolerance
approach against racism and all
forms of discrimination.
Accordingly any form of
discriminatory abuse whether
it be based on race or ethnicity,
sexual orientation, gender, faith,
age, ability or any other form
of abuse will be reported to The
Football Association for action
by that Association.”
(The FA 0800 085 0508 /
Kick it Out 020 7253 0162)

Great Wakering Rovers are a members club run
by a members committee and Trusties
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Welcome To Burroughs Park

Good afternoon and welcome to Burroughs Park for today’s Bostik North match
between Great Wakering Rovers and Grays Athletic.

We would like to wish our visiting players, Management, Committee Members and
Supporters a very warm welcome and hope they enjoy the facilities on offer.

We would also like to extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials visiting us this
today. In the middle we are pleased to have Elliott Kaye and his Assistants Gary Baker
& Kennedy Kikulwe, we hope you enjoy your short stay with us.

Rovers come in to today’s game of a fantastic won over Canvey Island, they hope they
can get a good run going and look to corry on against Grays today.

Last week Rovers brought in Tony Martin & Macauley Joynes to try and strengthen the
squard after seeing Scott Pethers joing Saffron Walden on a dual signing.

Let’s hope today’s game is as exciting as the first game at Parkside and brings all the
excitement we know it can.

Again, we hope you enjoy the programme and if there is something you think is
missing or would like to see please drop me an email on danielellis@hotmail.co.uk

Hope you Enjoy the game.
Dan Ellis
Club Secretary



ARl Tucsday Night’s Round Up
Bostik In The Bostik North

LEAGUE
NEWS

North Division

Bowers and Pitsea are once more three points clear at the top, but they had to work hard
for those points at the Len Salmon last night, as Grays Athletic restricted them to only
one goal. Lewis Manor got it, in the 56th minute.

Aveley sit three points behind Bowers, with Maldon & Tiptree three points further

back- and the Jammers have been joined on fifty points by local rivals Heybridge Swifts,
who staged a second half comeback to defeat Basildon United. Stuart Zanone and Rhys
Fatt put the Bees two goals up at the break, but they had to head back to the Ha-Ha
Stadium with nothing to laugh about as Luke Wilson, Matthew Price and Kreshnic
Krasniqi came up trumps.

Bury Town closed the gap on the playoff places- and specifically Coggeshall Town-

with a 5-2 thumping of Witham Town at Ram Meadow. Cemal Ramadan took only two
minutes to open the scoring, and by half time it was three-nil as Ryan Horne and Ollie
Hughes added to the haul. Toby Aromolaran grabbed two consolation goals in the second
half but they were cancelled out by the home side, as Kyran Clements managed two of
his own.

We had two five-two scorelines, and the second went in favour of Dereham Town. The
Magpies seem to have turned their form around dramatically, and dumped opponents
Mildenhall Town deeper into trouble despite giving them a two goal head start! Thomas
Debenham and Abouhadje Kouassi took only thirteen minutes to get Hall’s goals, but by
half time Adam Hipperson (2) and Jay Eastoe-Smith had turned the match in Dereham’s
favour, and after the break Joe Gatting and Rhys Logan made it safe.

Tilbury and Barking drew 0-0, the Dockers ending the game with ten men after Kris
Newby saw red.

Finally, at Julius Martin Lane Soham Town Rangers picked up cards like confetti, ending
their match with nine men and with four others on a caution as they lost 2-0 to
Felixstowe and Walton United. Jack Ainsley and Henry Barley got the Seasiders goals,
the second of them in the last minute. Will Gardner and Lee Chaffey were the men to
walk for Rangers.



Last time out for the Rovers

GW Rovers Vs Canvey Island
GW Rovers 2-1 Canvey Island

M Gorbell (7) A Vyse (13)
B Johnson(35) Att 151

After Saturday’s game with Barking was postponed Great Wakering Rovers were back in
action at Burroughs Park on Tuesday night against local rivals Canvey Island.

With Stephen Butterworth and Simon Glover at the helm Rovers were seeking a much
needed 3pts in this south Essex derby to ease the pressure from the

relegation zone, Canvey Island named an unchanged side from their game at the weekend
which included ex Rovers striker Adam Vyse.

Rovers took the lead in the seventh minute when Billy Johnson sent in a delightful
freekick to find the head of defender Gorbell to put the hosts in front

However it only took the visitors six minutes to find the equalizer, Adam Vyse found
himself on the edge of the box with Goalkeeper Harry Seeden off his line, Vyse
exquisitely lobed the stopper to level the score, Seeden was again called into action later
in the second half pushing a low free kick onto the post.

With 35 minutes on the clock rovers were awarded a free kick on the edge of the D, free
kick specialist Billy Johnson stepped up to take the kick superbly curling it into top cor-
ner to take the hosts in front at half time.

Half time Great Wakering 2 Canvey Island 1

The second half started brightly with early chances for both teams, the Gulls pressing for
the leveller to try and improve their playoft hopes, but it was the Greenboys who looked
more likely to get a third with Johnson impressing again going forward hitting the inside
of the post to narrowly be denied his second and then again as he squared the ball
perfectly into the box for the incoming Tony Martin who couldn’t find the back of the
net.

A few more chances came and went for both sides but Rovers defence stood strong to
earn a massive 3pts to steer the Greenboys away from danger.



The following are anagrams of names of some famous sportsmen.
Identify the name of the sportsman from the following anagrams

1. Roger Benter
2. Tom Rat R.I.P.
3. Finer Android
4. Yore One yawn
5. N. Liable
6. A Sicko tailor
7. Bar a pavior
8. Roaming on ash
9. U. Bat or darts
10. Hey! Meek lies
11.Y! one gay lush
12. Park farmland
13. Yello chase
14.J. Lennon -Hogs
15. New managers
16. Major Deanness
17. Me had bad Vick
18. Thorny Jer
19. Grab thy rear
20. Save Sir E. Month
21. Saunters draws
22. Could polo win lag

Answers inside back cover
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The roots of the modem day Grays Athletic can

be traced back as far as 1888, although 1890 has
become the de facto established formation date.
The reasons for this disparity are almost certainly
lost in the mists of time. Grays Athletic therefore
celebrated its centenary in 1990, played at The
Recreation Ground, Bridge Road from 1906

to 2010, and became members of the Athenian
League in 1912.

Grays became very strong after the Second World
War, winning the Essex Senior Cup in 1945 and
winning the Corinthian League and Cup in 1946.
They rejoined the Athenian League in 1958 where
they remained until 1983.

In 1981 the Club Patron Mr Ron Billings
purchased the ground and the Club was reformed
as a Limited Company in 1982 under the guidance
of Jeff and Fred Saxton. In 1983 a fire destroyed
the 400-seater stand that included the dressing

and kit rooms. Ron Billings came to the rescue

by building the Ball Court Complex that included
dressing rooms, club room and bar. Grays went on
to become Division 2 Champions in 1985.

The 1987/88 season saw the Club promoted to the
then Vauxhall Opel Premier League after amassing
100 points. They then won the Essex Senior Cup
and the Essex Thameside Trophy. A great FA Cup
run in 1988/89 ended in the First Round proper,
losing 2-0 away at Bath City. Grays won the
League Cup, defeating Enfield in 1991/92.

In 1993/94 and 1994/95 the Club won the Essex
Senior Cup by defeating Billericay Town on both
occasions.

Relegated to Division One in 1997, they returned
to the Premier Division in 1999/00. The FA Cup
campaign in 2000/01 ended with defeat in the First
Round proper for the third time, losing 4-0 away at
Reading. This signalled the start of major changes
with Mike Woodward installed as Director of Foot-
ball, Craig Edwards as Manager and the departure
of Jeff and Fred Saxton after 25 years of loyal
service. Season 2002/03 started poorly and saw

¢, Grays Athletic
A Brief History

Edwards depart, being replaced by Mark Stimson
as player manager who appointed Scott Barrett as
his assistant. Ahead of the 2003/04 season, the
Club made the bold decision to turn most of the
players into full time professionals, with the major-
ity of players in their early twenties.

Despite being knocked out of the FA Cup in the
second qualifying round, 2004/05 became the most
successful in the Club’s history. Stimson and his
players won a number of manager and player of
the month awards, with three players being called
into the England National XI squad: Stuart
Thurgood, Mitchell Cole and Dennis Oli. The
ultimate success being crowned League
Champions of the Nationwide Conference South
and winning the FA Trophy; beating Hucknall
Town on penalties at Villa Park. Additionally, the
Recreation Ground had been upgraded sufficiently
to allow for promotion into the Nationwide Con-
ference for season 2005/06.

Mark Stimson’s philosophy of entertaining the
crowds proved to be very successful with a blend
of youthful exuberance and the outstanding quality
of the more experienced players. Having equalled
the Conference record of Kettering Town and going
unbeaten in the first 15 fixtures of the season, both
manager and players alike won several monthly
awards. A contentious 3-0 defeat at the hands of
Mansfield Town in the FA Cup was put to one side
as the team turned their attention to the FA Trophy
and the league. The Club’s first season in the top
flight of non-league ended in disappointment as
they finished 3rd in the league, and went on to lose
5-4 on aggregate to Halifax Town in the playoffs.
The team put the loss behind them as they won a
second successive FA Trophy, this time winning
2-0 against Woking at Upton Park in front of more
than 8,000 of their own fans.

Following Mark Stimson’s resignation, the Club
appointed former European Cup winner Frank
Gray to manage the side in the summer of 2006.
Despite the pre-season expectations, Gray only



lasted 18 matches before both Jamie Stuart and
Mick Woodward had short spells in charge of the
first team. Andy King was appointed manager,

but his spell was short-lived and he left shortly
afterwards, taking control of just seven matches.
Justin Edinburgh was the club’s 4th manager of
the season, and under his leadership the Club
reached the FA Trophy semi-finals where they lost
to eventual winners Stevenage Borough. Survival
in the League went to the last day of the season and
despite losing 1-0 to Morecambe, the club stayed
up courtesy of other results going their way. An
extremely indifferent 2007/08 campaign ultimately
led to the Edinburgh’s departure, before once again
Mick Woodward took the reins with Gary Phillips
as his assistant. With only three defeats in the final
17 games, Grays only ended 11 points outside the
playoffs. The management led the side into the fol-
lowing season, but Mick Woodward stepped down,
and replaced himself with Wayne Burnett who
stayed in the job for four months before leaving the
Club. Gary Phillips was promoted from assistant
manager for the remainder of the season and the
club finished in 19th position.

2009/10 turned out to be the fifth and final in

the Conference Premier as both John Moncur
(Chairman) and Andy Swallow (Chief Executive)
joined the Club. Julian Dicks was brought in to
replace Gary Phillips in September 2009, and
Kenny Brown was soon appointed his assistant
after resigning from his position as manager of CD
Javea in Spain.

The team struggled throughout the season, win-
ning just five league matches and losing in their
opening rounds of both the FA Cup and FA Trophy.
The Blues did however manage to end the season
on a high, winning two of their final three fixtures
— the first of those away at AFC Wimbledon. In
doing so, they recorded their first away league win
for 16 months.

The final day of the season was a sad affair for the
Club, as we said farewell to the Recreation Ground
after 114 years. Both the team and the fans did
their part, as the team came back to beat Forest
Green Rovers 2-1 with Allseny Cissoko scoring
the last goal at the ground. Following relegation,
the Club resigned from the Conference, deciding
they would be unable to field a competitive team
in the Conference South due to budget constraints.
Following talks with both the FA and the Ryman

League, the Club were eventually placed in the
Ryman League Division One North.

The end of that season saw the expiry of the lease
at the Recreation Ground, and without a home, the
Club agreed a two-year deal to play at Rookery
Hill, home of near neighbours East Thurrock
United. The 2011/12 season was our first at this
level for ten years, and despite having a solid start
to the league campaign, a lack of consistency was
evident throughout the remainder of the season
which meant the team came up short in several
matches, finally finishing in tenth position.
Following the disappointing campaign Julian
Dicks and Kenny Brown left the club by mutual
consent, and the one-time Football League player
and ex-Thurrock manager Hakan Hayrettin was
appointed as manager with his assistant Hassan
Oktay. With Hakan appointed, the remit was to
challenge for a playoff place. Despite a few below
par performances, the Club secured their playoff
place on the penultimate weekend, meeting Enfield
Town in the semi-final. Trailing 2-0 with ten
minutes left, the team managed to force extra time
with two late penalties. Unfortunately, with the
match still level after extra time it was decided on
penalties, with Grays losing 3-1.

The 2012/13 season was a very successful one for
the Club. It started with a move to another tempo-
rary home, in Rush Green, Romford in partnership
with West Ham United, the ground and its facilities
were improved, with the Premier League side
responsible for the maintenance of the pitch.

With just 4 league defeats and a run of form in the
second half of the season which brought with it 18
successive league wins, the Club won the league
with three matches to spare, finishing with a club
record of 102 points. Two days after the title was
secured, the side had the chance to complete the
double, however they fell just short in the Essex
Senior Cup final, losing 2-1 to Conference South
side, AFC Hornchurch.

The summer of 2013 saw two big changes for the
Club in a few short weeks. The stay at Rush Green
was brought to an abrupt end, with near-neigh-
bours Aveley stepping in with an offer of a ground
share at the last minute. Everyone at the club is
grateful to the Aveley Board for this. A short time
after it was announced that Hakan Hayrettin would
be leaving to join Luton Town. Experienced
central defender Ryan Kirby took on the role,
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assisted by his father Steve Kirby and club captain
Lee Flynn.
Season 2013/14 started with a great run of four
straight victories including two against highly
fancied teams and we led the League at the end
of August. A solid start, but we all knew that to
stay in that position would be a tough ask and so
it proved, with only four wins in the next nine
games. Joao Carlos and Jack West were scoring
freely but the team was leaking goals and by the
end of September we were lying in mid-table. A
return to the team of fans’ favourite Danny Bunce
lifted the spirits of the supporters but the results
still kept slipping away. A run of only five wins
from October to the end of February saw Grays
slip towards the relegation zone and a run of
postponements due to heavy rain saw the mood
within the camp at a low ebb. Even a run to the
semi-finals of the League Cup couldn’t lift the
gloom. Everything changed when prolific scorer
Leroy Griffiths returned to the Club almost ten
years since leaving. His enthusiasm and character
changed the Club’s fortunes and with several other
new signings the team found their confidence and
fought their way back up the table with wins at
regular intervals with Carlos, Dagenham &
Redbridge loanee Joel Nouble and new signing
Chris Benjamin scoring plenty of goals.
It took until the middle of April to catch up with
the fixture backlog and the team had to play two or
even three games a week, within which time they
settled into a mid-table position - very
commendable when you consider players have
jobs outside football. The last game of the season
saw the team lying in a safe position with a trip
to high-flying Maidstone. Two coach loads of
supporters and many more going by car meant
that 150 fans travelled to Kent to cheer on the
Blues. Although we lost a competitive game 2-1,
everybody enjoyed the trip and gave the players
a standing ovation at the final whistle, a great
tribute to the thirty-odd players who had pulled
on the shirt for our first season back in the Ryman
Premier League in 10 years.

Grays Athletic
A Brief History Continued

By the time the players got together for their first
training session for the 2014/15 season on 28 June,
we already had another new manager in place.

A few days earlier Ryan Kirby had announced

his resignation with family and business reasons
leading to his decision. It shows once again the
time required to manage a Club at our level. The
Club acted quickly to interview candidates for his
replacement and selected 35 year-old Jody Brown,
who had stepped into the breach at Heybridge
Swifts in December 2013 when their management
duo left to take over at Chelmsford City. Jody
moved quickly to assess the strength of the squad
at his disposal and introduce a number of new
players to assist the club in its plans to improve on
and off the field.

At the end of December 2014 Jody Brown
departed to take over the manager’s role at
Conference National side Welling FC. Player
Mark Bentley was installed as assistant manager
to Andy Swallow, before taking over the role of
caretaker manager in January 2015. In February
2015 the Club announced that Mark had been
appointed permanent manager for the remainder of
the 2014/15 season.

The season culminated in a superb run of results
for the Club — including an unbeaten run of
thirteen matches - which saw the team miss out
on the playoffs as a result of a 94th minute goal
elsewhere on the final day of the season.

The 2015/16 season was a real see-saw affair. A
great start saw us top of the League after 10 games
and a good FA Cup run took the Blues to the final
qualifying round, but we lost in a replay to Nation-
al League side, Welling United. As we approached
Christmas, there was unrest within the squad as

a number of players were being encouraged by
agents to look further afield in their careers. By
the end of the season, 20 registered players had left
the club, as owner, Andy Swallow, decided it was
time to reduce his financial support for the Club.

A run of ten straight defeats saw us finish in 15th
place in the League, with many youngsters filling
the gaps in the squad left by the departed players.



After Andy Swallow announced that he was stepping back from the day to day running of the Club to
concentrate his efforts on the long term plan to relocate the Club back to Grays, a group of supporters set
about creating a new Supporter Owned Club. A successful community share offer was launched at the

end of June to demonstrate the club’s financial viability for the 2016/17 season. This gave the Club the
confidence to apply to the FA and the Ryman League for permission to transfer its membership from the
company that ran the Club to a new organisation - “Grays Athletic Community Football Club”. In Novem-
ber 2016 Grays Athletic Community Football Club received official confirmation from the FA and League
that the transfer of ownership had been approved.

The 2016/17 season was always going to be one of transition with the club moving from private to
supporter ownership. On the field, former playing legend, Jamie Stuart returned as player/manager, but he
had to start from scratch with a new squad of players. 60 players attended pre-season trials and a squad
was eventually chosen to represent the Club in the Ryman Premier Division. It proved to be a difficult
season, with the team-spending most of the season at the bottom of the table. Relegation was confirmed
with a 1-0 away defeat at Wingate and Finchley on 1 April 2017. Off the field, the Club was pleased with
the galvanising effect supporter ownership was having, despite the prospect of a return to Isthmian
Division One North football after four seasons in the Premier Division.

2017/18 was very disappointing even though Jamie Stuart brought three experienced former Grays’ players
— midfielder, Barry Cogan and forwards, Dennis Oli and Jamie Slabber, into the fold in pre-season and
later recruited former defenders, Richard Halle and Joe Bruce. We spent most of the season hovering
around the top ten without really threatening the leading pack. By the end of March, we were on course to
finish in the top half of the table, but a run of five consecutive defeats in April, saw us finish 16th out of 24.
The Club is progressing its plans to “Bring Grays Athletic back to Grays”. We are working closely with
Thurrock Council on their long-term sports and leisure strategy and with the William Edwards School who
have been given Government approval to build a new secondary school under the “free school
programme” in Grays. We are running 32 teams this season, including 25 youth teams (two of which are
girls’ teams) and three walking football teams. Our age range runs from five to seventy-five! Our
objective is to have a new community stadium in Grays, with provision for additional youth and training
pitches and an educational base for sport-related qualifications. In the meantime, we continue to
groundshare with Aveley FC at their superbly appointed Parkside Stadium.

Meet The Grays Management Team

JAMIE STUART — MANAGER. Date of Birth 15 October 1976. Jamie Stuart, known as the “Master” to
all Grays supporters, rejoined the Club as Manager in May 2016, after a long playing career, which started
in 1995 at Charlton Athletic. He made over 50 starts and represented England at Under 18 and Under 21
level. He also played for Millwall, Bury and Southend United, before moving into Non-League with
Hornchurch in 2004. Jamie played a key role for the Blues over the next four and a half seasons starting in
229 games, winning the Conference South and the FA Trophy twice. He was also named in the England
National Game X1 squad in 2007. He left Grays in June 2009 to join Rushden & Diamonds and then
moved on to AFC Wimbledon, Sutton United and Margate, where he became player/assistant manager
before returning to Grays. He continues to be registered as a player.

JIM STANNARD - GOALKEEPING COACH. Date of Birth 6 October 1962. Jim enjoyed twenty years
as a professional, making a total of 609 league appearances for Fulham (389 times), Southend United,
Charlton Athletic and Gillingham. During his coaching career, which started in 1999 after he was forced
to retire through injury. He has worked for Southampton, Crystal Palace, Gillingham, Brentford and
Dagenham & Redbridge. He had a brief spell as manager at Redbridge in 2005. He currently also coaches
at other clubs within the county. He joined the Blues in September 2018.

DAVID RAVEN - COACH/SCOUT. Date of Birth 3 November 1968. David who retired from playing in
1999 after a career that included spells at Wigan Athletic, Slough Town and Didcot Town. He joined the
staff at Grays in 2011 and is a former Kilmarnock coach and reserve team manager at Grays. David is also
well known for his regular column, “Raven’s Ramblings”, in the Club’s Match Day Magazine.



Meet the Grays Boys

LLOYD ANDERSON - GOALKEEPER. Date of Birth 17 October 1990. The stopper came through the
ranks at Brentford and represented them in an FA Cup tie during his time there. Lloyd had two previous
short spells with the Blues, making a couple of appearances in 2009 and again in 2014, when he was dual
registered with us and Dagenham & Redbridge. He has also represented Whitehawk, Hastings United,
Merstham and Margate. He joined us for his third spell in August 2018.

CLARKE BOGARD - GOALKEEPER. Date of Birth 29 October 1997. The stopper came through the
youth ranks at West Ham and has played for both Aveley and Tilbury in the past two seasons. He has
also represented Soham, Braintree and Ware. He signed for Grays in August 2018.

JOAO CARLOS - WINGER. Date of Birth 2 April 1989. Fans’ favourite Joao, is a Portuguese winger
who had spells at Clapton, Brentwood, Aveley and Dagenham & Redbridge, where he made one Football
League appearance as a substitute in February 2010. He rejoined Grays in December 2016 and has made
336 appearances, scoring 80 goals in his two spells up to the end of the 2017-18 season.

BARRY COGAN - COACH/MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 4 November 1984. Barry played previously
in our colours in two spells - one in 2008 on loan from Gillingham and then on a permanent transfer in
2008-09. This season he will combine playing with assisting manager, Jamie Stuart, in a coaching role.

ADEYINKA COLE — MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 3 October 1994. Ade started out as a youth player
with Blackpool. He returned to Grays last season and played 55 games, scoring 14 goals from his
midfield position. He was selected in the Bostik League North “Team of the Season 2017-18.

MICHAEL FINNERAN - DEFENDER. Date of birth 3 May 1994. Michael was signed from local
rivals Romford in February 2018, after he had captained the side in their wins against us in the League
and the Essex Senior Cup quarter-final in January 2018. He made his debut in our 4-1 home win over
Witham Town on 17 February 2018. He has also represented Aveley FC and Bowers & Pitsea.

ARON GORDON - MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 28 January 1997. The attacking midfielder played
for Waltham Abbey last season after joining them from Redbridge. Aron represented both Watford and
Doncaster Rovers at youth level. He follows in the footsteps of his brother Nathan, who played for The
Blues during the 2011-12 season.

MITCHEL HAHN - MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 19 July 1987. The attacking midfielder started his
career in the youth ranks at Bolton Wanderers before moves to Southend United and Wealdstone. After
a long spell at Redbridge, Mitch represented Aveley, Enfield Town, Bishop’s Stortford and VCD. In the
2017-18 season he played for Waltham Abbey, scoring against The Blues at Parkside on 23 December
2017.

GEOFREY OKONKWO — DEFENDER. Date of Birth 26 April 1999. Geofrey rose through the reserve
team ranks and made two impressive appearances in the 2017-2018 season in an Essex Senior Cup tie
and the final league game of that season, before signing first team forms in July 2018.

RYAN MAHAL — DEFENDER. Date of Birth 12 October 1994. Ryan joined Grays from Leatherhead
in November 2017 and has re-signed again for this season. He previously played for VCD Athletic,
before joining Leatherhead in November 2013. He was also called up by the Panjab FA for national
teamtraining at Lilleshall. He made 47 appearances last season, scoring three times. He also covered
twice in goal to help us draw matches against Cheshunt and most notably against Maldon & Tiptree,
when he made crucial saves as we came back from two goals down.
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STANLEY MUGUO - MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 19 June 1984. The Cameroon-born midfielder
started out with Dulwich Hamlet, having been promoted through Hamlet’s reserve team in October 2006.
He went on to play for Tooting & Mitcham United, Ashford Town (Kent), Cray Wanderers and Maldon
Town. He helped guide East Thurrock United to automatic promotion to the Ryman Premier Division in
2011 before joining Grays the following season, where he made 17 appearances. Stanley joined Harlow
Town in the 2012-13 season, before moving to Thamesmead Town ahead of the 2013-14 campaign. He
re-joined Harlow in September 2013, making 46 appearances and establishing himself as a fans’favourite
that season. Enfield Town came calling in the summer of 2014 and he went on to make 97
appearances for the club, including captaining the side. After Enfield Town began to rebuild their squad
at the start of the 2016-17 campaign, he was released to rejoin Harlow for the third time. He joined
Grays again in September 2017 and was club captain for the 2017-2018 season and is our leader on the
field again in 2018-19.

DENNIS OLI - WINGER/FORWARD. Date of Birth 28 January 1984. Another former Blue from our
time in the Football Conference, Dennis has also played for Queens Park Rangers, Gravesend &
Northfleet, Farnborough Town, Swansea City, Cambridge United, Gillingham, Wycombe Wanderers,
Havant & Waterlooville, Hemel Hempstead Town, Farnborough, Thurrock and Kingstonian. In October
2004, he left Cambridge United and the athletic, lightning quick forward joined the Blues and helped us
become Conference South champions that season, scoring fifteen goals. In the 2005-06 season, he was a
key player in our Conference side that lost in the play-off semi-final and he scored that all-important
opener at Upton Park when we beat Woking 2-0 to lift the FA Trophy for the second consecutive year.
He joined Gillingham on loan in November 2007, before signing a permanent deal in January 2008. He
moved to Wycombe Wanderers in 2012 and dropped down into non-league again in 2013 with Havant &
Waterlooville. We welcomed him back to Grays in February 2018.

ADALBERTO PINTO — MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 11 October 1990. The Portuguese midfielder
played for Bowers & Pitsea last season, having previously represented Aveley, Thamesmead Town, Great
Wakering (twice), Heybridge Swifts, Maldon & Tiptree and Redbridge. Earlier in his career he played in
Ireland for both Shelbourne and Shamrock Rovers. He joined us in October 2018.

CALLUM THOMPSON - DEFENDER. Date of Birth 24 May 2001. Callum represented our youth
section and was a member of the AFA Cup winning U/16s side in 2016-17. He made the transition into
the first team squad during the last campaign, making 25 appearances, including 9 starts. He scored his
first goal for the senior side against Heybridge Swifts in April 2018. Everyone at the club is delighted
that Callum will remain in our colours for the 2018-19 season.

MICHAEL TONER — DEFENDER/MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 24 December 1984. Michael is a
very experienced player who can play in central defence or midfield. He signed from Hertford Town in
September 2018. He has also represented Heybridge Swifts, Bishop’s Stortford, Thurrock, Chelmsford
City, Redbridge, Dunstable Town, Chesham United and Potters Bar Town.

TOMMY WADE — STRIKER. Date of Birth 19 June 1989. Tommy originally joined us from Hertford
Town and scored in the 87th minute of his debut against Maldon on 10 February 2018, helping us
salvaging a point in the 2-2 draw. Last season, he made twelve appearances and scored six goals,
endearing himself to our supporters with his battling displays. He returned to Hertford in the summer,
but moved on to Cheshunt for a very short spell. In October 2018, Tommy decided to accept Jamie
Stuart’s offer to return to The Blues.



BOS = Bostic North, FAC = FA Cup, FAT = FA Trophy, ESC = Essex Senior Cup, VT = Velocity Trophy (League Trophy), Bold & Numbers = Goals Scored,
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Felixstowe & Walton
Leyton Athletic
Basildon United
Brentwood Town
Wisbech Town
Bury Town
Coggeshall Town
Wealdstone
Canvey Island
Romford
Dereham Town
Grays Athletic
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Witham Town
Aveley
Barking
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Heybridge Swifts
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Tilbury
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Coggeshall Town
Aveley
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Coggeshall Town
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CO10 7HN
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BOWERs & PTSEAFC

Felixstowe & Walton P11 9HT
Grays RMI15 4UA
Great Wakering SS3 OHH
Heybridge Swifts CM9 8JA
Maldon & Tiptree CM9 5JQ
Mildenhall Town P28 7THG

Romford RM19 1YN
Soham Town CB7 5EQ
Tilbury RM18 8NL

Witham Town CMS 1UN
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Born On This Day
9th February

Cyrille Regis, MBE

(9 February 1958 — 14 January 2018)

Cryille was an English
international footballer who played
as a forward. His professional
playing career spanned 19 years,
where he made 614 league
appearances and scored 158 league
goals, most prolifically at West
Bromwich Albion and Coventry
City. Regis also won five caps with
the England national team.

Non-League

The 1975-76 season saw Regis move to Athenian League club Molesey, for whom he scored
around 25 goals during his one campaign for the club. He was then approached by Borecham
Wood, but did not join them. Instead he went on to join semi-professional Hayes of the Isthmian
League, signing on 7 July 1976.

Regis was spotted by West Bromwich Albion’s chief scout Ronnie Allen, who recommended that
the First Division club should sign him. With the Albion directors unsure of paying a four-figure
fee for such a young, unproven player, Allen offered to fund any initial payment from his own
pocket, so sure was he that Regis would make it in the top tier of English football. The transfer
took place in May 1977, for an up-front fee of £5,000, plus another £5,000 after 20 appearances.
Regis’s dual French and British nationality made him eligible to play for either the English or
French national sides, but it was England that he chose to represent. He made his England
under-21 debut on 19 September 1978, in a 2—1 victory over the Denmark under-21s in Hvidovre.
His first England B game was a 1-0 win against Czechoslovakia B in Prague on 28

November 1978. He played in two further matches for the B team in 1980. He scored his first goal
for the England under-21s on 5 June 1979, in a 3—1 away win against Bulgaria. The result helped
England reach the latter stages of the 1980 European Championship, although it was the only one
out of six qualifying matches in which Regis participated. He played in the away legs of both the
quarter-final and semi-final, where England lost to East Germany. In all he played six times for
the under-21s, scoring three goals.

Despite winning five caps for the full England side, Regis never played the full 90 minutes for his
country at senior level; he played as a substitute three times and was himself substituted twice. He
made his international debut on 23 February 1982 in a 4-0 win over Northern Ireland in the Home
International Championship at Wembley. Regis came on as a substitute for Trevor Francis in the
65th minute. His final international appearance for England was in 1987 against Turkey at
Wembley, which ended in an 8-0 win for the home side, where he came on for the last 20
minutes.He was the third black player to be capped by England at the highest level after Viv
Anderson and Laurie Cunningham.



Gordon David Strachan OBE

(9 February 1957)

Gordon is a Scottish football manager and former player,
who was the manager of the Scotland national team.
Strachan played for Dundee, Aberdeen, Manchester United,
Leeds United and Coventry City, as well as the Scotland
national team. He has managed Coventry City,
Southampton, Celtic and Middlesbrough. In club football,
he played 635 league games, scoring a total of 138 goals,
playing 21 of 25 career seasons in either the English or
Scottish top-flight. In international football Strachan earned
50 caps, scoring five goals and playing in two FIFA World
Cup final tournaments, Spain 82 and Mexico 86. Strachan
retired from playing in 1997 at age 40, setting a Premier
League record for an outfield player.

Born and raised in Muirhouse, Edinburgh, Strachan supported Hibernian as a boy. His father, Jim,
worked as a scaffolder, and his mother, Catherine, worked at a whisky distillery. At age 15, he
damaged his vision playing football on the school playground when a pen in his pocket became
lodged in his right eye; the pen came within “a thousandth of an inch” of permanently costing
him the vision in his eye. He was offered a contract by Hibernian manager Eddie Turnbull, but his
father decided against the offer after stating the club did not pay sufficient expenses for footwear.

Darren Ferguson
(born 9 February 1972)

Darren is a Scottish professional football manager and
former player, who is currently the manager of League One
club Peterborough United. Between his first and third stints
with Peterborough, he also managed Preston North End and
Doncaster Rovers. As a player, Ferguson was managed at
Manchester United by his father, Sir Alex Ferguson. He won
a Premier League title and the FA Charity Shield in 1993
with the club before going on to spend most of his career
at Wolverhampton Wanderers and Wrexham in the lower
divisions of English football.
Ferguson’s first managerial appointment was as player-man-
ager of League Two Peterborough United in January 2007.
After two successive promotions, and guiding the club to
the second-tier of English football for the first time in 17
seasons, Ferguson was relieved of his duties on 9 November
2009, with Peterborough United at the foot of The
Championship.
Ferguson was appointed Preston North End manager on 6 January 2010. He was dismissed on 29
December 2010 after a string of poor results. On 12 January 2011, he was again appointed as the
manager of Peterborough United, where he took the club to the League One play-off Final at Old
Trafford, and in this match won promotion to the Football League Championship, the club’s third
promotion in four years, with a 3—0 victory over Huddersfield Town.
Peterborough United spent two seasons in the Championship after winning promotion. On 4 May
2013, Ferguson’s side were relegated to League One after losing to Crystal Palace 3—2 on the final
match of the season.
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For years the debate around technology raged. Should football have it? Should it not? Will it help? Will it
take away the spontaneity and disrupt the flow of the game?

The answers still aren’t all that clear. In last year’s Russian World Cup there were some decisions where
its use made absolute sense. There were others times that left everyone scratching their heads.

Essentially it is used in four scenarios. Goals and whether there was a violation in the build-up like an
offside or foul. The next is for penalty decisions — general fouls aren’t reviewable unless it is a direct red
card. And the final option is for cases of mistaken identity when yellow or red cards are issued.

The system is something everyone is clearly getting used to — referees, players and fans. That is a big part
of the problem. Having held off for so long, it’s like to football powers were so desperate to use it that the
process has been completely rushed.

Supporters inside the stadium and at home watching on TV don’t fully know what is happening.

In cricket and rugby, we at least hear the conversation between the officials. In American Football, deci-
sions are literally announced to the crowd.

But football too often treats its fans - customers - like a school child with a box of matches. The lack of
transparency that masks many areas of the game is the same here. Eventually showing a replay doesn’t
really cut it. Clips should be shown inside stadiums and we should hear the officials arrive at their verdict.
Instead fans in the ground wait for a man with his finger in his ear to make an arm signal.

VAR is not something Non-League clubs are going to be worrying about any time soon, if ever.

Apart from when it comes to the FA Cup. The system was introduced during last year’s competition.
Let’s be clear. If correct decisions are being reached because of it, then all well and good.

But surely there has to be a level playing field. The fact is, not all grounds have it.

Take the other weekend, for example. Championship side Sheffield Wednesday were awarded a penalty at
Chelsea. VAR was in operation, the decision was looked at and the Chelsea defender clearly won the ball.
Penalty overturned and on we go — although Wednesday would have felt they should instead have been
awarded a corner rather than the drop ball that restarted the game.

Last Monday night, Barnet had Brentford on the ropes. Having fallen behind, Darren Currie’s side swung
the tie back their way with two quick goals from Shaq Coulthirst.

But just seven minutes later, Brentford were thrown a lifeline. Referee Andy Madley adjudged David
Tutonda to have fouled Ollie Watkins in the box. Replays clearly show there was no contact. It’s not even
up for debate. Watkins, probably expecting contact, went down untouched. He’s since apologised.
Despite the game being shown live on BT Sport and replays within seconds showing a clear angle, there
was nothing that could be done because VAR was having the night off.

Brentford scored, went on to take the lead before Dan Sparkes’ wonderful free-kick made it 3-3 and
booked a replay.

It’s all Sliding Doors, but who’s to say if VAR had been deployed that Barnet wouldn’t have gone on to
win the game 2-1 and proceed to the fifth round, banking £180,000 while they’re at it?

There has to be parity across the competition to keeps its integrity. VAR should only come into operation
from a certain stage, say, the quarter-finals. Where it is likely most clubs will be in the Premier League
and able to cope with what is needed or arrangements can be made.

It can’t be one set of rules for the fortunate big boys and another for the so-called minnows.

By Matt Badcock
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WHEN YOU SEE RED, ARE YOU
SURE IT’S NOT GREEN, OR BLACK?

Approximately one in 12 men inherit
colour blindness. It’s carried on the
X-chromosome, so only one in 200
women inherit the condition.

It can be a real issue in football, whether
you're watching, playing, managing or
officiating. Imagine not being able to tell
the difference between kit colours and
how that would affect you, your
teammate or your child.

There are three types of colour blindness —
and myriad colour combinations which
cause problems. The common perception
that colour-blind people only confuse reds
and greens is a myth.

The FA has been working closely with
UEFA and specialist organisation Colour
Blind Awareness to highlight the issue.
The intention is to positively influence
decision-makers at every level of the
game and improve the experience of
colour-blind people — whatever their
involvement in football.

This work has seen the production of a
comprehensive guidance booklet.

You can read and download it at
www.TheFA.com/colourblindness

And please visit the Colour Blind Awareness
website: colourblindawareness.org for
ways you can help maximise awareness.

Together, let’s make
sure foothall’s future
is FOR ALL.

“*COLOUR BLIND
AWARENESS
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Bostik North League Table

#  Team Pl HW HD HL AW AD AL W D L F A Diff Pis Adj RecentForm
| Bowers &Pitsea 2 9 3 0 8 2 21752416 32 5% o JECEAN
Aveley 5 8 3 1 8 23 16545 2 19 53 o [(EOBNG
Maldon & Tiptree 2 7 2 4 8 3 0155442 2 % o (JEOEHEE
4 Heybridge Swifts 5 10 11 6 1 6 1627 4 14 5% o [JNONE
Coggeshall Town u s 42 7 331275 4x 16 4 o JENEON
Bury Town % 7 3 4 4 3 5 ns9 w a0 7 3% o ACGER
7. Canveylsland 5 5 2 6 5 3 405103352 6 3 o [JNEAEAD
AFC Sudbury s 4 25 6 2 4 0409 uu 0 u o [(EONAG
Tilbury % 5 25 4 5 5 971024 1 xu o JENAG
0. Felixstowe&Waltonunited 25 6 2 4 4 2 7 w041 % 4 4 3 o (JEIENN
11 Grays Athletic 5 4 45 5 16 951y u 7 2 o [JNEAN
2. Basildon United 5 5 17 4 4495129842 o [JNEOEAN
2. Barking # 6 06 2 5 5 ssunaxn3 2 o JHEAE
4. Great Wakering Rovers 27 33 1 19 84n2%e 1 2 0 JHCOAN
15, Brentwood Town s 5 43 2 27 760231 4+ 2 o [JNEOAAD
6. Soham Town Rangers 5 4 17 4 18 82152002 o [JEEOGAN
7. Witham Town 5 3 46 4 1 7 7513243 2 o [NOEON
5. Dereham Town s 4 17 3 37 74+uww5 132 3 [Q0BE0R
19, Mildenhall Town 5 3 46 1 38 47u4uy 39 o [JENAG
). Romford # 5 2 4 0 112531252 60 [JENEN



Last Weeks Results
In The North

[« Tuesday 5th February 2019 ©

FT Bowers & Pitsea (0) 1 0 (0) Grays Athletic

FT BuryTown (3) 5 2 (0) Witham Town

FT Dereham Town (3) 5 2 (2) Mildenhall Town

FT Great Wakering Rovers (2) 2 1 (1) Canvey Island

FT Heybridge Swifts (0) 3 2 (2) Basildon United

FT Soham Town Rangers (0) 0 2 (1) Felixstowe & Walton United

FT Tilbury (0) 0 0O (0) Barking =]
Today In The North

o Today's Fixtures and Results

3pm AFC Sudbury v Felixstowe & Walton United

3pm Aveley v Maldon & Tiptree

3pm Bowers & Pitsea v Witham Town

3pm Bury Town v Basildon United

3pm Coggeshall Town v Romford

3pm Dereham Town v Barking

3pm Great Wakering Rovers v  Grays Athletic

3pm Heybridge Swifts v Mildenhall Town

3pm Soham Town Rangers v Brentwood Town

3pm Tilbury v Canvey Island

Quiz Answers
1 Robert Green 2. Matt Prior 3. Rio Ferdinand 4. Wayne Rooney 5. Ian Bell
6. Alistair Cook 7. Ravi Bopara 8. Graham Onions 9. Stuart Broad 10. Emile Heskey
11. Ashley Young 12. Frank Lampard 13. Ashley Cole 14. Glen Johnson
15. Graeme Swann 16. James Anderson 17. David Beckham 18. John Terry 19. Gareth Barry
20. Steve Harmison 21. Andrew Strauss 22. Paul Collingwood
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Manager
Stephen Butterworth

Harry Seaden
Lewis Hawes
Stephen Butterworth
George Cox
Oliver Woodhouse
Billy Harris
Billy Johnson
Brandy Makhendi
Scott Pethers
Jason Ring
Jacob Wiggins
Simon Glover
Shomari Barnwell
Eljay Worrell
Reece Simpson
Marc Gorbell
Max Bradford
Matt Rush
Tony Martin

Grays Athletic

Manager
Jamie Stuart

Clarke Bogard
Ryan Mahal
Michael Toner
Michael Finneran
Stanley/Muguo
Correy Davidson
Adalberto Pinto
Dennis Oli
Mitchel Hahn
Joao Carlos
Zak Henry
Kieran Bishop
Barry Cogan
Aron Gordon
Geofrey Okonkwo
Callum Thompson
Thomas Wade

Referee: Elliott Kaye
Assistants: Gary Baker & Kennedy Kikulwe

Up Next At Home For Rovers

Vs Aveley FC

Saturday 2nd March 3pm



