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Great Wakering Rovers FC Vs. Canvey Island 
Pitching In, In Partnership With The Isthmian Fottball League.  

Official Matchday Programme

“The Isthmian Football League 
strongly supports the FA statement 

that there should be a zero-tolerance 
approach against racism and all forms 

of discrimination. 
Accordingly, any form of 

discriminatory abuse whether it by 
reason of age, disability, gender 

reassignment, race, religion and belief, 
marriage and civil partnership, 

pregnancy and maternity, sex and 
sexual orientation or any other form of 
abuse will be reported to The Football 

Association for action by that 
Association.” (The FA 0800 085 0508 

/ Kick it Out 020 7253 0162).The 
Isthmian League and all Member 

Clubs in the League are committed to 
promoting equality by treating people 
fairly and with respect, by recognising 
that inequalities may exist, by taking 
steps to address them and providing 

access and opportunities for all 
members of the community.”

Club Directory 2021/22

President   Roger Burroughs
Chairman:  David Patient
Vice Chairman:   Mike Lee
Treasurer:   Elaine Pitts
Secretary:   Dan Ellis

Other Positions
Social Secretary:   Elaine Pitts
Fixtures Secretary:   Dan Ellis
Bar Manager:   Elaine Pitts
Press Officer:   Jim Laird
Programme Editor:   Dan Ellis
Website:    Kerri Webb
Welfare Officer:   Martin Spencer
Marketing Manager: Luke Goodchild

Other Committee Members
Andrew Knight, Roy Kettridge, Maisie Hare, Jim Johnson

Management Team
Manager:   John Coventry Snr
Assistant Manager:  John Coventry Jr
Player/Coach:  Martin Tuohy  
Physio:    Lewis Cattling
Assistant Kit Man:  

Trustees
Roger Burroughs, Elaine Pitts Great Wakering Rovers are a members club run 

by a members committee and Trusties

We Are Rovers



Good afternoon and welcome to Burroughs Park for today’s Isthmian 
North match between Great Wakering Rovers and Canvey Island. 

We would like to wish our visiting players, Management, Committee 
Members and Supporters a very warm welcome and hope they enjoy the 
facilities on offer. 
  
We would also like to extend a warm welcome to our Match Officials 
visiting us this evening on. In the middle we are pleased to have Scott 
Rudd alongside |Reece Pinchback & Benjamin Horne, we hope you enjoy 
your short stay with us. 

Canvey come in to today’s game just 5 points off top spot with a game in 
hand. They are coming in to the game off the back of a 13 (Thirteen)-0 
Win over already relegated Romford, let’s hope they have got all their 
goals out their system.

Rovers are coming in to today’s game needing points for a different 
reason with then just 4 points off the relegation spots with only 3 games 
to go.
 
I would like to welcome today’s mascots Archie Scarrott and Liam 
Goodchild.

Hope you Enjoy the game. 

Dan Ellis  
Club Secretary

Welcome To Burroughs Park



NORTHERN PREMIER League chairman Mark Harris has a good way of 
explaining the value of volunteers.

If you offer a club £10,000 or ten volunteers, he poses, then the majority will 
take the volunteers without a second thought. Volunteers are so vital.

They are the heartbeat that keep Non-League clubs going. Turn up at a random 
Non-League ground during the week, and the chances are pretty high someone 
will be there, be it cutting the grass, adding a lick of paint to the fences – all done 
for the love of the game and their club.

We’ve seen the value of volunteers through the covid pandemic. The fact so 
many clubs were able to withstand the gates being shut for so long is, in the 
majority of cases, down to the selfless work of so many.

It’s a reminder that Non-League clubs will only thrive if they are able to find 
people to give up some of their spare time.

People probably underestimate how they can help. It’s not only about weeding 
the terraces, there are so many different skills that are invaluable to clubs and 
transfer across from the world business, social media or many other different 
walks of life. And sometimes even just distributing a few fliers advertising games 
around the town can make a big difference.

We’re really excited to have the return of the annual National Game Awards this 
season. If you’ve grabbed a copy of the paper recently, you would have seen all 
about it.

Among the individual and team awards for achievements on the pitch, there is a 
very special gong that never fails to raise a smile.

Our title sponsors Buildbase are also putting their name to this year’s Unsung 
Hero award.
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MAKING HISTORY:
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PRE-SEASON 
FRIENDLY ACTION

GUILLEM BALAGUE 
EXCLUSIVE COLUMN

ALL SET FOR THE 
FA CUP KICK-OFF

RETURN
OF THE 

MACCLESFIELD player-boss Danny 

Whitaker hailed a bright new era for 

the Silkmen after victory in their 

fi rst competitive fi xture. 
Supporters returned to Moss Rose to 

see the phoenix club beat Burscough 

1-0 in the North West Counties Premier.

Macclesfield Town were wound-up 

last September before local business-

man Robert Smethurst purchased the 

ground and formed the new club.

“It’s a new era for us all here,” said 

Macc legend Whitaker, who won pro-

motion to the EFL with the old club. 

“It’s been a long journey to get to 

this point but I have to say that today 

ranks up there with some of  my best 

ever days at the club.”

FANTASY
NON- LEAGUE

WIN
£5000
ENTRY FORM 

INSIDE!

MACC!MACC!
Silkmen’s new era 

begins with a winbegins with a win
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Every club has that special person who goes above and beyond. Not that they do 
it for the pats on the back, but it’s nice to give them some recognition.

We need your help to make sure this year’s Unsung Hero ends up in the most 
deserving hands.

If you know of someone you think should be in the running, then please drop us 
a line.

We’d love to hear all about the work they do at your club – and how valuable 
they are. Drop us a line to nlp@greenwayspublishing.co.uk
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The Club was founded in 1926, but unfortunately most of the early records of the Club were lost 
in the devastating East Coast floods of 1953. The Club were very successful during their days 
in the local leagues, winning many cups and league championships in the process. During these 
years, the club appointed Denis Neville as manager, his first job after leaving his position as the 
Dutch National Team manager.

However, the club had drifted away towards the end of the 1980’s, and the very existence of 
Canvey Island FC was in serious doubt. When it looked as though the end was near, local 
businessman and former Canvey player Jeff King took over as manager, as well as helping to 
generate funds to take the club forward.

Canvey the enjoyed a meteoric rise up the football pyramid, the success starting in 1993 where 
The Gulls won the Essex Senior League and reached the semi-final of the FA Vase.

The Club then gained promotion to the Isthmian League in 1994 and won promotion from 
Division Three and Division Two in successive seasons. In 1995/96 after beating Conference team 
Hednesford Town in the FA Cup they reached the First Round Proper and drew 2-2 with Football 
League team Brighton & Hove Albion at Park Lane in front of a then ground record crowd of 
3,400. The replay was lost at Brighton in front of a crowd of over 7,000. As well as winning 
Division Two the team were also winners of the Carlton Trophy and Thames-side Trophy.

The season 1998/99 was yet another exciting one for the supporters as the Club won the 
Division One championship and the Essex Senior Cup, beating Leyton Orient in the final. Season 
1999/2000 was the Club’s first season in the Premier Division of the Ryman League and they 
finished a very creditable fifth in the League and retained the Essex Senior Cup, defeating Purfleet 
in the Final.

The following season had seen the team win the FA Trophy by beating Forest Green Rovers 1-0 in 
the final in front of over 10,000 people at Villa Park and thousands more watching live on 
television. To win the FA Trophy they had to beat four Conference League teams in succession - 
Stevenage Borough, Telford United, Chester City (over two legs) and Forest Green.

Earlier in the season the Club had another great FA Cup run and after beating Braintree Town, 
King’s Lynn and Cambridge City they were drawn against Port Vale from the Second Division of 
the Football League. In an exciting match at Park Lane they drew 4-4 after being 4-2 down with 
only two minutes left to play. However, even better was to follow as they went to Port Vale and 
beat them 2-1 after extra time.

They were then drawn at home to Football League neighbours Southend United. To accommodate 
the number of people wishing to see the game, Canvey agreed to transfer the match to Southend’s 
Roots Hall ground. A capacity crowd of 11,400 people saw the game, with record gate receipts for 
a game at Southend, and Canvey were narrowly beaten.

Canvey Island’s Brief Histoy 



These tremendous cup runs took their toll in the League. With a large 
number of matches being postponed on opponents’ grounds because of 
waterlogged pitches, it meant they had to complete the season with ten 
league games in fifteen days and consequently dropped points that may 
have taken them to the league title and a place in the Conference 
League. However, it was still a fine performance to finish runners-up 
in their second season in the Premier Division.

The Club had enjoyed a then record-breaking season the following year 
when they reached the 3rd Round Proper of the FA Cup for the first time. 
On the way they beat five teams including two from the Second Division of the Football League, 
Wigan Athletic at the JJB Stadium, and Northampton Town in front of a full house at Park Lane 
and five million television viewers on ‘Match of the Day Live’. Burnley finally knocked them out 
in a memorable game at Turf Moor.

They finished runners-up in the Ryman Premier League, despite winning thirty games and scoring 
108 goals, and in defending the FA Trophy the team had a fine run before narrowly losing away to 
the eventual winners, Yeovil Town. The team did, however, end the season with silverware when 
winning the Essex Senior Cup, beating Dagenham & Redbridge in the final.

Canvey had another fine League season the previous year, finishing runners-up in the Ryman 
Premier League. Although this was another superb performance, finishing thirteen points clear 
of the third placed club, it was tinged with disappointment as it was the third season running the 
Club had finished runners-up in their quest to reach the Conference League. Towards the end of 
the season the Club had a ground record attendance of 3,553 when playing the eventual 
champions Aldershot Town in a midweek League game. However, the disappointment was a mark 
of how far the Club had progressed over the last decade, since winning the Essex Senior League.

The next season saw Canvey reach the goal they had been working towards for the previous 
four years, as they won the Ryman Premier League by a margin of nineteen points. Canvey also 
reached the FA Trophy final and the 1st Round of the FA Cup. The League was clinched at Easter 
with seven games still to play and the team finally finished with a total of 104 points. The FA 
Trophy run included wins over Conference teams Farnborough Town and Telford United, in the 
two-legged semi-final, before losing 3-2 in an exciting final at Villa Park against Hednesford 
United. After a fine run in the FA Cup the team was narrowly beaten at home 3-2 by Third 
Division neighbours Southend United, after a 1-1 draw at Roots Hall.

Canvey’s first season in the Conference they finished in 18th position in the League table, 
achieving their initial aim of consolidation. The season started well with a draw at Carlisle United, 
in front of a 7,000 crowd, on the opening day and just one defeat in the first seven games, against 
the eventual champions Barnet. After this the Club lost some key players through injury for 
several months and struggled in the middle part of the season but came back strongly at the end to 
seal their status for a second season.

The following season saw the club achieve its highest ever league position, as they earned a 
respectable 14th place. However, the lack of success compared to previous seasons had taken its 
toll on the attendances, so much so that Jeff King made the decision to withdraw his financial and 
footballing interests from the club. 
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However, the supporters of the club rallied together to allow the team to continue playing the 
following year in the Ryman League Division 1 North.

John Batch take over as manager for the 2006/07 campaign, with his reserve side from the previous 
season making up the bulk of the squad. A learning curve for all concerned very nearly ended up in 
promotion, though The Gulls narrowly missed out on a playoff place, finishing 6th on the last day 
of the season.

Canvey went one better the following season, gaining promotion to the Ryman Premier League 
through the Playoffs. A run of 5 wins from our final 6 games earned us a place in the playoffs, and
after beating AFC Sudbury away 3-2 after extra time, The Gulls travelled to Redbridge for the final. 
After the match finished 1-1 after extra time, Canvey won a nail biting penalty shootout 5-4 to earn 
promotion. During this season, Canvey also knocked out Ryman Premier League side Maidstone 
United from the FA Trophy, and reached the final of the Essex Thameside Trophy.

Manager John Batch stood down in January 2012, with the club lying in 10th place in the Ryman 
Premier League, with first team coach Glen Alzapiedi stepping up to take over as manager. He 
guided the club to lift the Essex Senior Cup for the first time in a decade with a 1-0 victory against 
League One side Colchester United at Thurrock FC’s Ship Lane. Having defeated another 
Football League side, Dagenham & Redbridge, on penalties in the semi-finals, a headed goal from 
Rob King with 7 minutes to play won Canvey the cup without having conceded a goal throughout 
the competition.

Alzapiedi left the club in July 2012 and was replaced by former-Canvey captain Steve Tilson, who 
five years previously was managing in the Championship with Southend United. Tilson’s reign only 
lasted one season before he was replaced with another ex-Canvey player in Danny Heale.

After staying up on the last day of the season in 2015. Canvey were relegated on the same day of 
the following season for the first time due to league position in 19 years. The club’s first season 
in the Bostik North nearly ended in an immediate return, reaching the playoff final but losing 3-1 
away to Haringey Borough.

The Gulls picked up their first piece of silverware in six years ahead of the 2018/19 season, beating 
reigning Bostik North champions AFC Hornchurch 2-1 to win the Isthmian Charity Shield.
Former-Southend United and Gillingham played Mark Bentley took over as manager in October 
2018. After finishing 9th in the Isthmian Division One North in his first season, his next two 
seasons were cut short due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

However, the 2020/21 season did turn out to be a memorable one, with Bentley leading the Gulls 
into the 2nd Round Proper of the FA Cup. Wins against Ware, Dereham Town, Biggleswade, 
Bedfont Sports and Cray Wanderers earned Canvey an away tie against higher-division Banbury 
United in the 1st Round. Live on BBC television, goals from Conor Hubble and Elliott Ronto 
saw Canvey progress 2-1 and land a home tie against National League outfit Boreham Wood. 
With a home match against Millwall the reward, Canvey were beaten 3-0 at Park Lane. However, 
much-needed television revenue was brought thanks to the match being shown live on BT Sport.

Manager Mark Bentley stepped down from his role in October 2021 with the club top of the 
Isthmian League North, leaving to join the new first team coaching team at Southend United. 
Assistant manager Brad Wellmen stepped up into the role, assisted by coach Sammy Knott.







Rovers @ Home 
Date Time Opponents Compotition Score 

14/08/2021 3pm Witham Town Isthmian North 2-3
21/08/2021 3pm Heybridge Swifts Emirates FA Cup 3-1
30/08/2021 3pm Basildon United Isthmian North 0-4

3-518/09/2021 3pm Peterborough Sports Emirates FA Cup
28/09/2021 7:45pm Grays Athletic Isthmian North P-P

3-5
1-0
P-P
3-0
3-4
1-4
1-1
P-P
1-1
0-0
0-2
0-3
2-3
1-3

12/10/2021 7:45pm Brentwood Town Isthmian North
16/10/2021 3pm Hullbridge Sports Isthmian North
30/10/2021 3pm Bury Town Isthmian North
13/11/2021 3pm Romford Isthmian North
04/12/2021 3pm Hashtag United Isthmian North
18/12/2021 3pm Aveley Isthmian North
01/01/2022 3pm Barking Isthmian North
08/01/2022 3pm Coggeshall town Isthmian North
22/01/2022 3pm Tilbury Isthmian North
05/02/2022 3pm AFC Sudbury Isthmian North
19/02/2022 3pm Stowmarket Town Isthmian North

05/04/2022

3pm

Heybridge Swifts 

Isthmian North19/03/2022
3pm

Maldon & Tiptree
Isthmian North02/04/2022

7:45pm
Felixstowe & Walton United 

Isthmian North
16/04/2022 3pm Canvey Island Isthmian North
23/04/2022 3pm Dereham Town Isthmian North



Rovers @ Away 
Date Time Opponents Compotition Score 

27/08/2021 7:45pm Aveley Isthmian North 0-4
3-1
1-1
1-2

04/09/2021 3pm Felixstowe & Walton United FA Cup
11/09/2021 3pm Dereham Town Isthmian North
14/09/2021 7:45pm Tilbury Isthmian North
25/09/2021 3pm Stowmarket Town The FA Trophy
09/10/2021 3pm Chichester City The FA Trophy        2-1

1-2
2-3
2-1
P-P
2-1
P-P
3-2
0-1
1-5
1-1
1-3
5-0
1-1
1-1

23/10/2021 3pm Stowmarket Town Isthmian North
06/11/2021 3pm Heybridge Swifts Isthmian North
20/11/2021 3pm Maldon & Tiptree Isthmian North
27/11/2021 3pm Felixstowe & Walton United Isthmian North
11/12/2021 3pm Witham Town Isthmian North
27/12/2021 3pm Basildon United Isthmian North
03/01/2022 3pm Canvey Island Isthmian North
15/01/2022 3pm Brentwood Town Isthmian North
29/01/2022 3pm Grays Athletic Isthmian North
12/02/2022 3pm Hullbridge Sports Isthmian North
26/02/2022 3pm Bury Town Isthmian North
12/03/2022 3pm Romford Isthmian North
26/03/2022 3pm Hashtag United Isthmian North
09/04/2022 3pm Coggeshall Town Isthmian North
18/04/2022 3pm Barking Isthmian North

1-1
4-3 Pens







Sponsor a player 

Billy Johnson 

Iain O’Connell Martin Tuohy
Sponsord by 
Kerri Webb

George Cox
Sponsord by 
Elaine Pitts 

Tim Brown 

Louie Hay Lewis Jaggs 
Sponsord by 
Colin Webb

Connor Martin
Sponsored by 
Fred Smith 



Alex Clark Darnell Mavanga-Kithambo Mo Jallow 

If you would like to sponsor a player 
please speak to our Chairman David Patient 

or 
Secretary Dan Ellis 

Morisi Gelashvili





This weeks Fixtures
in the north

Results from last weekend 

This Weekend in the North 



Tim Brown
George Cox
Louie Hay

Lewis Jaggs
Billy Johnson 
Connor Martin
Matin Tuohy

Lewis Catling 
Morisi Gelashvili

Alex Clark
Darnell Mavanga-Kithambo

Mo Jallow 
Jaden Crowhurst

Luke Reeve
Jake Gordon 

Stevie Hart-Sheehan
Louie Arrowsmith

Bobby Mason 
Fiky Atewologun

Billy Carter 
McKenzie Davidson

Evangelos-Nikalaos Empochontsif
Michael Finneran
Rob Girdlestone

Mason Hall
Ben Sampayo

Jey Siva
Darnell Shakes

Harrison Chatting
Conor Hubble
Callum Fitzer
Elliott Ronto

Jamie Salmon
Henry Sims
Tobi Tinubu
Patrick Virgo

Evans Kouassi
Matthew Price

Referee: Scott Rudd
Assistants: Reece Pinchback & Benjamin Horne 

Manager
 Brad Wellmen

Canvey IslandGreat Wakering
Rovers FC

Manager 
John Coventry

Our Last Home Game 
Saturday 23rd April 2022 3pm

Dereham Town 


