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INTRODUCING ‘PITCHING IN’ – THE NEW PARTNER OF THE ISTHMIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE
GVC is delighted to announce that the new sponsor of the, Isthmian, Northern Premier and
Southern Leagues - is Pitching In.
Pitching In, is a new Grassroots Sports Investment Programme that has today been launched
by GVC, the multi-national sports-betting and gaming group which owns Ladbrokes and
Coral.
The partnership covers all three leagues that make up Steps 3 & 4 of the National Leagues
System, who market themselves collectively as the Trident Leagues.
England footballing legend Stuart Pearce, who played for Wealdstone FC for five years at
the start of his long and illustrious career, has been appointed as the official Pitching In
ambassador.
Stuart Pearce, ambassador for the Pitching In programme, says:
“I am delighted to be taking up the role of ambassador for Pitching In, as I’m passionate about
the importance of investing in grassroots sports and in developing young talent. I started out
playing for Wealdstone FC before joining Coventry City so I understand how important funding
is to the non-league game. Grassroots football is facing huge challenges at the moment and
many clubs are struggling to stay afloat. GVC’s Pitching In investment will help make a big
difference to hundreds of clubs and thousands of players across the country.”
Pitching In has been set up with the objective of supporting, protecting and encouraging
grassroots sports in the UK through a range of initiatives.
In addition to financial support, a key focus of the partnership will be to facilitate and
encourage members of the community to become volunteers, and do some pitching in of
their own. A Pitching In volunteering scheme will be established to link GVC’s Ladbrokes and
Coral shop colleagues with their local clubs.
In the weeks ahead Pitching In and the Trident Leagues will be announcing further
initiatives to provide financial support and opportunities for all the 226 clubs (rising to 240
in 2021).
For more information on Pitching In please visit www.gvc-plc.com/pitchingin

NOTES FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Good afternoon and welcome to all from Grays Athletic. A long established and strong club I
hope all from Grays enjoy the visit to Julius Martin Lane.
Delighted with our last game against Heybridge Swifts. The 1-0 score line does not tell the story.
After a below par performance at Cambridge City, the management team faced a dilemma. And
to be fair they truly stepped up and made changes to the team, formation and result. Some of
the team play and energy was fantastic and bodes well for the season ahead.
We have a terrific squad, one that is right and together. That shows so much that I think in the
absence of Sam Mulready the team has stepped up. Sam is awaiting results of a scan to know his
full prognosis and whilst we miss him on the pitch, we also miss his infectious attitude around the
club.
Off the field the clubhouse is going very well. Han, Jane and Katie, ably assisted by Jonny W and
committee members have coped brilliantly with all the restrictions, table service and all. By the
end of October, we should be ready to announce the next stage of membership and how this
may look moving forward. I am very grateful to the support of the clubhouse given by so many in
these trying times.
Finally for now, I’d like to voice a thanks to Graham ‘Yoggy’ Eley and Malcolm Howe, assisted by
David Tweed. In nearly 59 years of watching football at the Lane I have never seen out pitch look
this good. Lush, flat and full of growth what these boys have done is miraculous and we are
grateful for their continued efforts. Keep it up guys.
Great to see the reserves start their season off with a win against Milton last Saturday. Michael
and Dan have a strong squad and it’s only time before they climb their league.
So, we are doing well on and off the pitch but there is still much to do. By the time you read this
we may have a solution to the fourth side of the ground meaning we can have spectators on the
far side. In a Covid period the more space we have the better. So please enjoy your day and the
game. Stay socially distanced where you can and wear a mask in entering the club. Treat others
as if you have the infection and do all you can to avoid sharing. That way we hope to continue to
have games such as this to show you all.
Come on you Greens
Mark

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Simon Dobbin
Following the sad news that Simon Dobbin sadly passed away at home earlier this week, the
thoughts and deepest sympathies of everybody at Soham Town Rangers Football Club are with
Simon's wife Nicole, daughter Emily, and his closest family and friends.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTES FROM THE DUGOUT

Good afternoon everyone,
Welcome to everyone associated with Grays Athletic Football Club. A club with a great history,
we are looking forward to today’s encounter, I hope everyone enjoys the game and abides by
the social distancing rules put in place by our great team of volunteers.
When we last got together, we enjoyed a very good afternoon down at JML, winning 1-0 against
a good Heybridge Swifts side, a team who have consistently pushed and competed around the
top 6 over the past few seasons. The scoreline probably flatters the opposition and the boys put
in a performance that I’d like to think you would of all enjoyed! With some key changes made
from the Cambridge City game, not only personnel but a change in shape, allowed our players to
express themselves.
We have a very technically/gifted bunch and we want to be a side that enjoys having the ball,
whilst rolling our sleeves up and grafting for one another off the ball. This game had everything
from back to front. With Popey making two vital saves too Toby notching another winner to give
us a well-earned three points, but collectively we couldn’t fault the boys and were delighted
that their efforts got the just reward.
With Saturday gone being scheduled for those teams still in the FA Cup, this gave us as
Management & the squad a chance to get to work on the training pitch. With the reserves
playing their 1st game at home, this meant we could get some much-needed minutes into legs.
We are working very closely with Harvs & Pratty who manage the reserves and we were
delighted to be able support them towards their first three points of the season. For those not
involved for the reserves, meant they had the opportunity to apply their best aftershave and
head out for a socially distanced Shandy.
No midweek game this week ahead of today’s fixture against Grays, so two touch points with
the players and the chance to get on the grass to work hard ahead of another very tough fixture.
We are pleased with the two sessions gone by and looking forward to 3pm.
I hope you all enjoy today’s game and pick up some points today for you all.
Stay safe and take care
Grovesy

First Team Shirt Sponsor
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SOHAM TOWN RANGERS
A brief history
Soham Town Rangers were formed in 1947 as a result of a merger between Soham Rangers
(Formed 1919) and Soham Town (Formed 1920). The Julius Martin Lane ground, which at the
time was the home of Soham Town, is still the home of the club today, after it was purchased in
1952.
The new club started life in the Cambs League, also running a Reserve team. In 1956, they
joined the Peterborough League where they were to remain until 1963. During their time there,
they won the league and the league cup on three separate occasions. A measure of the level of
support enjoyed by non-league clubs in those days was the fact that on their first home game of
the season, on August 22nd 1956, a local derby against near neighbours Ely City, over 500
match day programmes were sold - Unfortunately, the 6-2 drubbing for the hosts took the shine
off the day.
The club joined the Eastern Counties League in 1963 and remained there until 2008. During this
time, considerable ground development has taken place - The social club was built in 1968, new
dressing rooms and showers were erected in 1979, along with a grandstand extension. In 1981,
a lounge bar extension was added to the social club. Floodlights were erected in 1983 and were
inaugurated by the visit of an Arsenal XI in front of 1200 spectators. A new grandstand
eventually replaced the original wooden structure at the beginning of the 1990’s, whilst various
other developments have taken place in order to qualify the club to compete at step four in the
non-league pyramid.
Soham enjoyed considerable success in the Cambridgeshire Invitation Cup during the 1990’s,
winning it on three separate occasions, including for the first time in their history in 1991
defeating March Town United, before repeating the feat again in 1998 and 1999 against
Wisbech Town and Newmarket Town respectively. The Greens were also the first winners of the
Eastern Counties Millennium League Cup, when they defeated Diss Town on penalties in the
final in 2001.
The 2007-08 season was to be the clubs most successful season to date winning the Eastern
Counties Premier Division for the first time, beating nearest challengers Needham Market 4-0
on the final day of the season to clinch the title in front of 680 spectators at the Lane, and with
it promotion to the Southern League for the first time in their history.

In the first three seasons in the Southern League, Soham recorded finishes of 15th, 11th and
17th. At the end of the 2010-11 campaign, Ian Benjamin, who had been at the club for six
seasons and was in charge of the 2008 title winning side, stepped down from his position as 1st
Team Manager.
Soham transferred to the Isthmian League Division One North for the 2011/12 season with
former striker Andrew Furnell returning to take over as Player/Manager. However with the
Greens languishing near the foot of the table, Furnell was replaced by former Histon Managers
Steve Fallon and Ian Hart in March, with the club finishing the season fourth from bottom. It
was a successful campaign for the club’s other sides though, with the Reserves returning to the
Kershaw Premier Division after finishing as runners-up in Cambs Senior A, whilst the Under 18s
progressed to the 1st round of the FA Youth Cup, where they were beaten by Charlton Athletic
in front of a crowd of over 500 people at the Lane.
The 2012/13 season saw Soham record their highest ever League position, finishing seventh in
the Isthmian League North Division, five points outside the play-offs. Soham won the Cambs
Invitation Cup for the fifth time in their history in 2014 beating CRC 6-1 at the Abbey Stadium,
but were
unable to retain the trophy the following season, narrowly losing 2-1 to Cambridge City in the
final.
Soham did finish the season with an accolade though, winning the Isthmian League Respect
award for the second consecutive year having gone through the season having not collected
any dissent points, which saw the club commended in the end of season FA Respect and Fair
Play awards.
Following a difficult start to the 2015/16 campaign, Steve Fallon stepped down as Manager at
the start of October to be replaced by senior players Robbie Nightingale and David Theobald,
who eventually guided the Greens to seventeenth position before leaving to take over at
Cambridge City in December 2016. Rob Mason was appointed player/manager, and following a
difficult start, finished the season seven games unbeaten, with the Greens securing their
League survival
on the final day of the campaign with a 4-3 home win against Maldon and Tiptree, with two
goals in the final five minutes.
The last two completed seasons have seen finishes of thirteenth and sixteenth in the table.
Having run with only one senior side last year, the club reformed the Reserves and A Team for
the 2019-20 campaign, with both sides competing in the Cambridgeshire County League.
This season marks 100 years of football being played at Julius Martin Lane, with the club
arranging a number of events to mark the occasion.

Honours
Eastern Counties Premier Division
Champions 2007/08
Cambs Invitation Cup
Winners 1990/91, 1997/98, 1998/99, 2005/06, 2013/14
Eastern Counties League Millennium Cup
Winners 2000/01
Peterborough and District League
Winners 3 Occasions
Eastern Counties League Cup
Runners Up 2003/04
Eastern Counties 1st Division
Runners Up 1992/93
Highest League Finish
7th Isthmian League North Division - 2012/13
FA Cup 3rd Qualifying Round v Kings Lynn (A) - 1970/71
FA Trophy 2nd Qualifying Round
v Farnborough (H) - 2008/09
v Ramsgate (H) - 2012/13
v Hayes & Yeading United (A) - 2019/20
FA Vase 5th Round
v AFC Newbury (H) - 2004/05
FA Youth Cup
1st Round Proper Charlton Athletic (H) - 2011/12

#STRFC

SOHAM TOWN RANGERS
First team squad

Robbie Mason – First Team Manager (Sponsored by Karl Bates)
Erkan Okay – Assistant Manager (Sponsored by Bradley Thurston)
Lloyd Groves – First Team Coach (Sponsored by Avocet Staffing)
Jake Andrews
Toby Andrews (Sponsored by Simon Cullum)
Ryan Auger (Sponsored by Tom Cadimore)
Joe Carden (Sponsored by Jim Ball)
Lee Chaffey (Sponsored by Bet Hornby and Dave Horne)
Lewis Clayton
Alfie Connor (Sponsored by Laura Taylor)
Alistair Conway (Sponsored by The Jockey Club)
Josh James (Sponsored by Liz Reed, Meddler Stud)
Jon Kaye (Sponsored by Dale Isaacson)
Sam Kelly (Sponsored by Vince Mallett)
Sam Mulready (Sponsored by Malcolm Howe)
Josh Pope (Sponsored by Soham Town Colts)
Declan Rogers (Sponsored by Tom Cadimore)
Callum Russell (Sponsored by Karen Prewett)
Ashley Walter (Sponsored by Mark Goldsack)
Cameron Watson (Sponsored by One Broker)

Welcome to Todays Visitors
Grays Athletic FC
History
The roots of the modern-day Grays Athletic can be traced back as far as 1888, although 1890 has become the
de facto established formation date. The reasons for this disparity are almost certainly lost in the mists of
time. Grays Athletic therefore celebrated its centenary in 1990, played at The Recreation Ground, Bridge Road
from 1906 to 2010, and became members of the Athenian League in 1912.
Grays became very strong after the Second World War, winning the Essex Senior Cup in 1945 and winning the
Corinthian League and Cup in 1946. They rejoined the Athenian League in 1958 where they remained until
1983.
In 1981 the Club Patron Mr Ron Billings purchased the ground and the Club was reformed as a Limited
Company in 1982 under the guidance of Jeff and Fred Saxton. In 1983 a fire destroyed the 400-seater stand
that included the dressing and kit rooms. Ron Billings came to the rescue by building the Ball Court Complex
that included dressing rooms, club room and bar. Grays went on to become Isthmian Division 2 Champions in
1985.
The 1987-88 season saw the Club promoted to the then Vauxhall Opel Premier League after amassing 100
points. They then won the Essex Senior Cup and the Essex Thameside Trophy. A great FA Cup run in 1988-89
ended in the First Round proper, losing 2-0 away at Bath City. Grays won the League Cup, defeating Enfield in
1991-92.
In 1993-94 and 1994-95 the Club won the Essex Senior Cup by defeating Billericay Town on both occasions.
Relegated to Division One in 1997, they returned to the Premier Division in 1999-00. The FA Cup campaign in
2000-01 ended with defeat in the First Round proper for the third time, losing 4-0 away at Reading. This
signalled the start of major changes with Mike Woodward installed as Director of Football, Craig Edwards as
Manager and the departure of Jeff and Fred Saxton after 25 years of loyal service. Season 2002-03 started
poorly and saw Edwards depart, being replaced by Mark Stimson as player manager who appointed Scott
Barrett as his assistant. Ahead of the 2003-04 season, the Club made the bold decision to turn most of the
players into full time professionals, with the majority of players in their early twenties.
Despite being knocked out of the FA Cup in the second qualifying round, 2004-05 became the most successful
in the Club’s history. Stimson and his players won a number of manager and player of the month awards, with
three players being called into the England National XI squad: Stuart Thurgood, Mitchell Cole and Dennis Oli.
The ultimate success being crowned League Champions of the Nationwide Conference South and winning the
FA Trophy; beating Hucknall Town on penalties at Villa Park. Additionally, the Recreation Ground
had been upgraded sufficiently to allow for promotion into the Nationwide Conference for season 2005-06.
Mark Stimson’s philosophy of entertaining the crowds proved to be very successful with a blend of youthful
exuberance and the outstanding quality of the more experienced players. Having equalled the Conference
record of Kettering Town and going unbeaten in the first 15 fixtures of the season, both manager and players
alike won several monthly awards. A contentious 3-0 defeat at the hands of Mansfield Town in the FA Cup was
put to one side as the team turned their attention to the FA Trophy and the league. The Club’s first season
in the top flight of non-league ended in disappointment as they finished 3rd in the league, and went on to
lose 5-4 on aggregate to Halifax Town in the play-off semi-finals. The team put the loss behind them as they
won a second successive FA Trophy, this time winning 2-0 against Woking at Upton Park in front of more than
8,000 of their own fans in an attendance of nearly 15,000.

Welcome to Todays Visitors
Grays Athletic FC
Following Mark Stimson’s resignation, the Club appointed former European Cup winner Frank Gray to manage
the side in the summer of 2006. Despite the pre-season expectations, Gray only lasted 18 matches before
both Jamie Stuart and Mick Woodward had short spells in charge of the first team. Andy King was appointed
manager, but his spell was short-lived and he left shortly afterwards, taking control of just seven matches.
Justin Edinburgh was the club’s 4th manager of the season, and under his leadership the Club reached the FA
Trophy semi-finals where they lost to eventual winners Stevenage Borough. Survival in the League went to
the last day of the season and despite losing 1-0 to Morecambe, the club stayed up courtesy of other results
going their way. An extremely indifferent 2007-08 campaign ultimately led to the Edinburgh’s departure,
before once again Mick Woodward took the reins with Gary Phillips as his assistant. With only three defeats in
the final 17 games, Grays only ended 11 points outside the playoffs. The management led the side into the
following season, but Mick Woodward stepped down, and replaced himself with Wayne Burnett who stayed in
the job for four months before leaving the Club. Gary Phillips was promoted from assistant manager for the
remainder of the season and the club finished in 19th position.
2009-10 turned out to be the fifth and final in the Conference Premier as both John Moncur (Chairman) and
Andy Swallow (Chief Executive) joined the Club. Julian Dicks was brought in to replace Gary Phillips in
September 2009, and Kenny Brown was soon appointed his assistant after resigning from his position as
manager of CD Javea in Spain.
The team struggled throughout the season, winning just five league matches and losing in their opening
rounds of both the FA Cup and FA Trophy. The Blues did however manage to end the season on a high,
winning two of their final three fixtures – the first of those away at AFC Wimbledon. In doing so, they
recorded their first away league win for 16 months.
The final day of the season was a sad affair for the Club, as we said farewell to the Recreation Ground after
114 years. Both the team and the fans did their part, as the team came back to beat Forest Green Rovers 2-1
with Allseny Cissoko scoring the last goal at the ground. Following relegation, the Club resigned from the
Conference, deciding they would be unable to field a competitive team in the Conference South due to
budget constraints. Following talks with both the FA and the Ryman League, the Club were eventually placed
in the Ryman League Division One North.
The end of that season saw the expiry of the lease at the Recreation Ground, and without a home, the Club
agreed a two-year deal to play at Rookery Hill, home of near neighbours East Thurrock United. The 2010-11
season was our first at this level for ten years, and despite having a solid start to the league campaign, a lack
of consistency was evident throughout the remainder of the season which meant the team came up short in
several matches, finally finishing in tenth position.
Following the disappointing campaign, Julian Dicks and Kenny Brown left the club by mutual consent and the
one-time Football League player and ex-Thurrock manager Hakan Hayrettin, was appointed as manager with
his assistant Hassan Oktay for the 2011-12 season. With Hakan appointed, the remit was to challenge for a
playoff place. Despite a few below par performances, the Club secured their playoff place on the penultimate
weekend, meeting Enfield Town in the semi-final. Trailing 2-0 with ten minutes left, the team managed to
force extra time with two late penalties. Unfortunately, with the match still level after extra time it was
decided on penalties, with Grays losing 3-1.
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The 2012-13 season was a very successful one for the Club. It started with a move to another temporary
home, in Rush Green, Romford in partnership with West Ham United. With just 4 league defeats and a run of
form in the second half of the season which brought with it 18 successive league wins, the Club won the
league with three matches to spare, finishing with a club record of 102 points. Two days after the title was
secured, the side had the chance to complete the double, however they fell just short in the Essex Senior Cup
final, losing 2-1 to Conference South side, AFC Hornchurch.
Season 2013-14 started with a great run of four straight victories in the Isthmian Premier Divsion including
two against highly fancied teams and we led the League at the end of August. A solid start, but we all knew
that to stay in that position would be a tough ask and so it proved, with only four wins in the next nine
games. Joao Carlos and Jack West were scoring freely, but the team was leaking goals and by the end of
September we were lying in mid-table. A return to the team of fans’ favourite Danny Bunce lifted the spirits
of the supporters but the results still kept slipping away. A run of only five wins from October to the end of
February saw Grays slip towards the relegation zone and a run of postponements due to heavy rain saw the
mood within the camp at a low ebb. Even a run to the semi-finals of the League Cup couldn’t lift the gloom.
Everything changed when prolific scorer Leroy Griffiths returned to the Club almost ten years since leaving.
His enthusiasm and character changed the Club’s fortunes and with several other new signings the team
found their confidence and fought their way back up the table with wins at regular intervals with Carlos,
Dagenham & Redbridge loanee Joel Nouble and new signing Chris Benjamin scoring plenty of goals.
By the time the players got together for their first training session for the 2014-15 season on 28 June, we
already had another new manager in place. A few days earlier Ryan Kirby had announced his resignation with
family and business reasons leading to his decision. It showed once again the time required to manage a Club
at our level. The Club acted quickly to interview candidates for his replacement and selected 35 year-old Jody
Brown, who had stepped into the breach at Heybridge Swifts in December 2013 when their management duo
left to take over at Chelmsford City. Jody moved quickly to assess the strength of the squad at his disposal
and introduce a number of new players to assist the club in its plans to improve on and off the field.
At the end of December 2014 Jody Brown departed to take over the manager’s role at Conference National
side Welling FC. Player Mark Bentley was installed as assistant manager to Andy Swallow, before taking over
the role of caretaker manager in January 2015. In February 2015 the Club announced that Mark had been
appointed permanent manager for the remainder of the 2014-15 season. The season culminated in a superb
run of results for the Club, including an unbeaten run of thirteen matches, which saw the team miss out on
the playoffs as a result of a 94th minute goal elsewhere on the final day of the season.
The 2015-16 season was a real see-saw affair. A great start saw us top of the League after 10 games and a
good FA Cup run took the Blues to the final qualifying round, but we lost in a replay to National League side,
Welling United. As we approached Christmas, there was unrest within the squad as a number of players were
being encouraged by agents to look further afield in their careers. By the end of the season, 20 registered
players had left the club, as owner, Andy Swallow, decided it was time to reduce his financial support for the
Club. A run of ten straight defeats saw us finish in 15th place in the League, with many youngsters filling the
gaps in the squad left by the departed players.
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The 2016-17 season was always going to be one of transition with the club moving from private to supporter
ownership. On the field, former playing legend, Jamie Stuart returned as player/manager, but he had to start
from scratch with a new squad of players. 60 players attended pre-season trials and a squad was eventually
chosen to represent the Club in the Ryman Premier Division. It proved to be a difficult season, with the team
spending most of the season at the bottom of the table. Relegation was confirmed with a 1-0 away defeat at
Wingate and Finchley on 1 April 2017. Off the field, the Club was pleased with the galvanising effect
supporter ownership was having, despite the prospect of a return to Isthmian Division One North football
after four seasons in the Premier Division.
2017-18 was very disappointing even though Jamie Stuart brought three experienced former Grays’ players –
midfielder, Barry Cogan and forwards, Dennis Oli and Jamie Slabber, into the fold in pre-season and later
recruited former defenders, Richard Halle and Joe Bruce. We spent most of the season hovering around the
top ten without really threatening the leading pack. By the end of March, we were on course to finish in the
top half of the table, but a run of five consecutive defeats in April, saw us finish 16th out of 24.
2018/19 proved to be another “in and out” season, although we did flirt with a play-off position on a few
occasions. Towards the end of March 2019, with the club in ninth position in the league and ten games
remaining, the board agreed to part company with Jamie Stuart and appointed the experienced former
Metropolitan Police FC manager, Jim Cooper, supported by Paul Joynes as his assistant and Chris Bourne as
coach. The last ten games saw some changes in playing personnel and we took sixteen points to finish
seventh. Jim has begun to rebuild the squad with a good mix of experience and youth. He is very committed
to working with our burgeoning youth section, which now boasts 25 teams.
The Club’s principal objective remains to develop a new community football facility in the North Grays /
Blackshots area of Thurrock and we are working closely with Thurrock Council, local schools, the County
Football Association and developers to “Bring Grays Athletic back to Grays”. In the meantime, we continue to
groundshare with Aveley FC at their superbly appointed Parkside Stadium.

Grays Athletic FC
Player Profiles - 2020 / 21 Season

JIM COOPER – MANAGER. Jim joined Grays Athletic in February 2019, following a very successful fifteen years
as the manager of Metropolitan Police FC, where he took charge in over 850 games league and cup games. He
led them to the Isthmian Division One South championship in the 2010-11 season after five previous attempts
in the play-offs and made the play-offs in the Isthmian Premier Division. Under his leadership, they also won
the 2010 London Senior Cup, beating AFC Wimbledon in the final and took his side to the First Round of the FA
Cup, losing 2-1 to Crawley Town. He won numerous county cups and was beaten in the League Cup Final in
extra time by Billericay Town at the end of the 2017-18 season.
PAUL JOYNES – ASSISTANT MANAGER. Paul joined us in February 2019 along with manager, Jim Cooper. He
has enjoyed a long non-league career spanning over 30 years. He played for Tilbury, Aveley, Romford and
Concord Rangers and then undertook the first team manager role at Tilbury, Aveley, Romford and most
recently Waltham Abbey. He was also Assistant Manager at Bishop’s Stortford and Dover Athletic.
THOMPSON ADEYEMI - MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 1 September 2000. Thompson signed for us in September
2020 after impressing in pre-season. He is an imposing 6’ 04” central midfielder, very comfortable on the ball
and a danger from set pieces. He played youth football at Brentford FC.
PAT AHERN – DEFENDER. Date of Birth 8 August 1993. Pat joined the Blues in August 2020. He is a strong
defender who is comfortable at centre half, but can play anywhere across the back line. He was last season’s
captain at Witham Town. Previous clubs include Brentwood Town.
ROB BARTLEY – DEFENDER. Date of Birth 28 September 1988. The experienced defender re-joined the Blues
in September 2020 after having a short spell with us at the start of the 2019-20 season. He left to join VCD
Athletic. He previously represented Farnborough, Met Police, Canvey Island, Enfield Town, Crawley Town,
Chesham United and Aylesbury United.
JOAO CARLOS - WINGER. Date of Birth 2 April 1989. Joao is a Grays Athletic legend! He is a Portuguese winger
who had spells at Clapton, Brentwood, Aveley and Dagenham & Redbridge, where he made one Football
League appearance as a substitute in February 2010. He returned to Brentwood in August 2010, moving on to
Thurrock in October 2010, before his move to Grays in July 2011. He joined National League South side,
Concord Rangers in March 2016, initially on a dual-registration with Grays. He re-joined Grays in December
2016 and made his 400th appearance on 4th January 2020 and he had scored 106 goals up to that date.
LEWIS CLARK – DEFENDER. Date of Birth 22 September 1995. Lewis joined us from Bowers & Pitsea, where he
was instrumental in their march to the Isthmian League North title in 2019. He made a total of 117
appearances for the club. Prior to this, Lewis represented Thurrock FC.
LEWIS DARK – MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 10 April 1989. Lewis played for Brentford before dropping into nonleague football. He joined up with Terry Spillane at Stansted and was part of the side that won the Essex Senior
League in 2010 and were runners-up in the league but won the League Cup in 2011. He moved to Redbridge
with Spillane and after a successful season, Spillane moved to Maldon & Tiptree with his backroom staff and
several players including Lewis. He joined us during the 2019 close season and was named as the club captain
for the 2019-20 season.

Grays Athletic FC
Player Profiles - 2020 / 21 Season

LEWIS EDWARDS – GOALKEEPER. Date of Birth 16 August 2002. The young Grays goalkeeper, who played in
our Under 18 side in the 2019-20 season, joined the senior squad in August 2020.
NATHAN FOX – DEFENDER. Date of Birth 19 September 1996. Nathan was Jim Cooper’s first signing for the
2019-20 season. He joined us from Brentwood Town. He was previously a professional at Brentford after
starting as a youth at Norwich City and has also played at non-league level for Margate, Concord Rangers,
Cray Wanderers, Canvey Island, Coggeshall Town and Harlow Town. He briefly left us for Cambridge City in
October, but rejoined the Blues on 11 November 2019. He suffered a knee injury in a 2020-21 pre-season
game against Billericay Town on 2 September, but made a speedy recovery, playing two full 90 minutes firstteam games as we beat Tilbury on 6 October and drew with Romford on 10 October.
MITCH HAHN - MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 9 July 1988. The attacking midfielder started his career in the youth
ranks at Bolton Wanderers before moves to Southend United and Wealdstone. After a long spell at
Redbridge, Mitch represented Aveley, Enfield Town, Bishop's Stortford and VCD. In the 2017-18 season he
played for Waltham Abbey, scoring against The Blues at Parkside on 23 December 2017 and joined us for the
2018-19 season. He captained the Maccabi Great Britain football team in the European Games in Budapest in
July/August 2019. They won their three group matches, against Sweden (4-0), Spain (9-0) and Switzerland (41). They beat Belgium 4-0 in the semi-finals and lifted the Cup when they triumphed 2-1 over France in the
final on Tuesday 6 August 2019.
MACAULEY JOYNES – DEFENDER. Date of Birth 6 October 1996. Macauley signed for the Blues in March 2019.
He came through the youth section at Colchester United before completing a scholarship at Cambridge
United. He then moved to Waltham Abbey in 2015 and made 135 appearances. He initially signed for us
before the start of the 2018-19 season, but left to join Hertford Town before he made a competitive
appearance. He left Hertford and signed for Great Wakering Rovers, but he joined us shortly after his father,
Paul, became our Assistant Manager, in February 2019.
ALBERT LEVETT – DEFENDER. Date of Birth 5 October 1993. Albert signed for us in September 2020 having
played for Canvey Island after joining them in June 2019. He was previously the captain of Brentwood Town
and also spent time at Great Wakering Rovers, Barking and East Thurrock United. He was a member of the
England Schoolboys Under 18 team, started as a youth at Barnet, helped Barking Abbey College win the 2011
England Under 18 Schools Championship and Essex win the County National Schools and Youth Cups in 2012.
BYRON MADU – DEFENDER. Date of Birth 17 July 2002. The promising Maltese-born defender has joined the
first team squad in pre-season 2020 from our Under 18 youth team. He was selected for the Malta
International Under 19 squad for two friendlies against Montenegro in March 2020.
JACK MCQUEEN – DEFENDER. Date of Birth 23 December 2000. After an impressive 2019 pre-season, Jack
joined us from Barking, where he made his first-team debut as a seventeen-year-old in March 2018. He also
represented Essex in the 2018 South East Counties Championships where they lost in the final to Sussex. He
made 34 appearances for us in the shortened 2019-20 campaign. After performing well in our 2020-21preseason, we were very disappointed to lose him to fellow Step 4 side, Harlow Town in September 2020, just a
few days before our first competitive game of the season (in the FA Cup against Witham Town) on 12
September. We were very pleased that he returned to us on 15 October.
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RYAN MELAUGH – WINGER. Date of Birth 28 August 1994. Ryan came through the ranks at Colchester United,
earning a professional contract in 2012, before leaving in 2014. He dropped into non league and has played
for Bishop’s Stortford, BillericayTown, Harlow Town and Tilbury. He signed for Canvey Island in 2017 and
joined us in September 2020.
ASHLEY MILLER – DEFENDER. Date of Birth 5 September 1989. Ashley is a very quick defender who has
previously represented Concord Rangers, Canvey Island, Bishop’s Stortford, Chelmsford City and most
recently East Thurrock United. He signed for us in the 2019 close season.
MOROYIN OMOLABI – MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 9 January 2000. Moroyin joined Grays in March 2020 for the
run-in for last season from Southern League Central Division, Berkhamsted FC, but did not make an
appearance as the season was terminated before he had the chance to make his debut. He began his career as
a 16-year-old at Spurs in 2016 and also represented their under 18 team. He moved to Reading in 2018 where
he played in their Under 23 team.
JOE PAXMAN – MIDFIELDER. Date of Birth 24 December 1996. Joe joined us in August 2020 after
representing Basildon United in our Division last season. He started his career at Southend United in the
youth system, and has subsequently played for East Thurrock United, Romford, Thurrock, Great Wakering,
Aveley and Tilbury.
REECE PRICE-PLACID – WINGER. Date of Birth 13 May 1996. The pacy winger joined us in September 2020. He
impressed when playing against us for Basildon United last season. He has also represented Three Bridges,
Harlow Town, Hayes & Yeading, Bruno's Magpies (Gibraltar), Mons Calpe (Gibraltar), Carshalton Athletic,
Corinthian-Casuals and Woking.
DARELLE RUSSELL – FORWARD. Date of birth 9 December 1989. Darelle signed from Braintree Town in
August 2020. A quick and tricky forward, he has also played for Waltham Abbey, Hayes and Barking.
DANNY SAMBRIDGE – GOALKEEPER. Date of Birth 29 October 1992. Danny joined us from Coggeshall Town
in the 2019 close season. He is a local lad who went to William Edwards School in Grays and fondly remembers
that the first time he ever played football was in the indoor ball court at our old Recreation ground in Bridge
Road, Grays. His previous clubs include Dagenham & Redbridge, Witham Town, Heybridge Swifts and Maldon
and Tiptree. Danny has played well over 400 senior games, 200 of those whilst at Heybridge Swifts which
included the first round of the FA Cup and 2nd round of the FA Trophy.
RYAN SAMMONS – DEFENDER. Date of Birth 20 March 1988. Ryan represented England Schools Under 18s
before spending a year playing University "soccer" in America. He joined East Thurrock United in 2008 and
was an integral part of the team that rose from the Isthmian League North Division to the Conference South
and had historic FA Cup runs during this time. He made over 450 appearances for the Rocks and was released
after their relegation to the Isthmian Premier Division in May 2018. He joined Bowers & Pitsea for the 2018-19
season and was a key member of their Division North Championship winning squad in that season. Ryan is a
PE Teacher, who joined us in November 2019, following in the footsteps of his father, Phil, who holds the
club’s highest appearances record during his spell with the club from 1982 to 1997.

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE ARE RUNNING TABLE SERVICE ONLY.
FACE MASKS MUST BE WORN WHEN ENTERING THE CLUB AND WHEN
WALKING AROUND THE CLUB
Thank you for your ongoing co-operation and support

Proud to support the Liam Fairhurst Foundation

Local engineering firm, Nexus IE Ltd, are proud Match Ball sponsors of
Soham Town Rangers FC & a ‘Team Kit sponsor’ for Soham Town Rangers
under 15's

Got an idea for a New Business -Nexus IE turns dreams into reality
helping businesses bringing new products to market fast,turning dreams
into reality.

FREE Consultation | Prototype Design Services | Product Development
Assembly & Manufacture | Maintenance & Support
Nexus IE Ltd part of the Innomech Group.

Call: +44 (0)1353 667 394 or Visit: www.nexus-ie.co.uk

““The Isthmian Football League strongly supports the FA
statement that there should be a zero tolerance approach
against racism and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly any
form of discriminatory abuse whether it by reason of age,
disability, gender reassignment, race, religion and belief,
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, sex and
sexual orientation or any other form of abuse will be reported
to The Football Association for action by that Association.”
The Isthmian League and all Member Clubs in the League are
committed to promoting equality by treating people fairly and
with respect, by recognising that inequalities may exist, by
taking steps to address them and providing access and
opportunities for all members of the community.”
(The FA 0800 085 0508 / Kick it Out 020 7253 0162).

Monty Piper

Eagle Home

Carpets & Flooring

Interiors
Add a little bit Kitchens,

Supply and installation of

Bathrooms and a huge selection

Domestic and Commercial

of wall and floor tiles

Carpets Phone: 01353 724911

Come and visit our comfortable

Mobile: 07850 649306

showroom
at

info@montypiperflooringco.uk

128A Broad

www.montypiperflooring.co.uk

St, Ely, Cambs

Unit 5

01353

Northfield Road Business
Park, Soham, Cambs, CB7 5UF

661414
www.ehi.org.co.uk

Last Time Out
Saturday 10th October 2020
Soham Town Rangers
Toby Andrews (53')

1

Heybridge Swifts

0

Isthmian League - North Division
Attendance: 136
Kick-off: 3pm
Venue: Julius Martin Lane

Soham Town Rangers

Heybridge Swifts

1 Josh Pope
2 Ashley Walter
3 Ally Conway
4 Jon Kaye
5 Lee Chaffey
6 Cameron Watson
7 Alfie Connor
8 Ryan Auger
9 Callum Russell
10 Lewis Clayton
11 Toby Andrews
---------------------------12 Jake Andrews
14 Joe Carden
15 Declan Rogers
16 Sam Kelly
18 Erkan Okay

1 Jacob Marsden
2 Archie McFadden
3 Kyan Gulliver
4 Delio Tosoni
5 Isaac Nkosi
6 Jack Humphrey
7 Ernest Okoh
8 George Craddock
9 Al-Hafeez Sanusi
10 Jack Adlington-Pile
11 Emmanuel Osei-Owusu
---------------------------------12 Jay Nash
14 Harry Norman
15 Ben Search
16 Tyler Fowles
17 Stuart Mott

First Team Fixtures and Results

2020/2021

PITCHING IN ISTHMIAN LEAGUE NORTH DIVISION
2020/21

PLAYER STATS

TODAYS TEAMS
SOHAM TOWN RANGERS

GRAYS ATHLETICS FC

Josh Pope (gk)
Lee Chaffey
Cameron Watson
Callum Russell
Alistair Conway
Alfie Connor
Jon Kaye
Ryan Auger
Declan Rogers
Jake Andrews
Sam Mulready
Lewis Clayton
Joe Carden
Sam Kelly
Ashley Walter
Toby Andrews
Josh James
Robbie Mason
Erkan Okay
Lloyd Groves

Lewis Edwards (gk)
Danny Sambridge (gk)
Thompson Adeyemi
Pat Ahern
Rob Bartley
Joao Carlos
Lewis Clark
Lewis Dark
Nathan Fox
Mitch Hahn
Macauley Joynes
Albert Levett
Byron Madu
Jack McQueen
Ryan Melaugh
Ashley Miller
Moroyin Omolabi
Joe Paxman
Reece Price-Placid
Darelle Russell
Ryan Sammons

FORTHCOMING FIXTURES
TUES 27 OCT (19:45) AFC Sudbury (H) League

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE

Andrew Hitchcox
SAT 31 OCT (15:00) Tilbury (A) League
SAT 7 OCT (15:00) Romford (H) League

ASSISTANT REFEREE
Nathan Walker
ASSISTANT REFEREE
Patrick Hennebry

